
PRESS RELEASE 

MELBOURNE AUSSIE ACTUP 
TO BE ESlA.BLISHED 

/\ public meeting hr1s h<"'n c:ill(~J for Moncfay, 28 Mr1y i<NO .qt the Fitzroy Community 
HPrtlth CrntrP nt 7.30 pm, lo Pstr1hlish /\USSIE /\CTUP (Mrlhourne). 

"It is time for people living with f IIV / J\IDS and their friends to speak up. The ap­
palling slow response by the Pednal Government and its agencies to offer AZT free to 
people with T-cell fOUnts below 500 and over 200 is one example that is creating an­
ger ~,•j•/people""inv I AIDS. It is unsr1tisfactory that people with these T-cell counts in 
othrr countries h,we r1ccess to /\Zf frN> of cost, yet people ih Melbourne are being 
forced to huy AZT because thry do not fit existing antiquated protocols. AZf is im­
mediately available free of coot to health care workers yet is not available to those 
who ,;,vish to access /\ZT ns part of thrir prPvention treatment. The slm\' procedurPS 
to gPt new treatments in to J\ustrnlia is ,mother area that can not be tolerated. It is 
time to organise and net. \Ve cannot stay silent," said one of the organisers of the 
meeting. 

People with HIV I AIDS hr1vp <1lso Pxpressed anger over other <1reas as 
well .. .fnsensitive medical services in some of our Melbourne hospitals; Limited <1ccess 
points for AZT; The non-funding of a HlV educator by the \.ktorian State Govern­
mrnt; Poor referral procroures from hospitals r1nd doctors to community support 
services; and confid~ntial services in JP.gional Victoria. 

·n1e public meeting will have a speaker from J\ussie ACfUP (Sydney), will identify 
r1reas for action, and will be an open forum for <111 interested in supporting direct r1c­
tion. 
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