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Everyone in Australian society is brought up with the belief that homoser-1:.'.. ·-L" 
is "unnaturaP1 and 11wr·ong12 While we expect political conservatives 
to have a conservative view it is disheartening tofind precisely the same 
anti-homosexual attitudes among members of the Left. Membership in a Left 
group doesn 1t necessarily mean that you will t>hallenge existing notions 
about homosexuality. · 

Like the rest of society the Left prefers to ignore our existence. 
Occasionally, however! the silence is broken with traditional attitudes 
in the guise of theories attributing homosexuality to capitalism. A Maoist 
radical therapist tells us that the ruling class creates the conditions 
for homosexuality and then declares it an individual illness. (It is, 
of course, part of the general decadence of : apitalismt) We find similar 
sort of rubbish in Janey Stone Is CRITIQUE OF RADICAL FEMINISM, in which 
we are described as - 21 last year's radical feminist so1ution11 = a put-down 
for both lesbian feminists and non-political lesbians. We know of no 
radical feminists who became lesbians as a point of political principle. 

There is a reluctance in left organisations to shallenge per= 
ceived working class values in relation to homosexuality. Middle class 
revolutionaries defer to and exaggerate working class prejudice. In fact, 
a very large percentage of homosexuals are working class. 

Homosexuals in Left organisations experience oppression as 
homosexuals. They are oppressed culturally and socially within those 
organisations. These homosexuals find that their comrades, like their 
employers, are prepared to use their labour but only as long as they 
remain silent and deny their sekual identity. The men of Gay Liberation 
were afraid to march in a Gay contingent at May fay because of the uossib= 
ility of physical violence from oth0r marchers for whom ?poofter b, c;hing' 
is a national sport~ 

Homosexual liberation ~s impossible under capitalism.but it is 
not guaranteed under socialismo Gay Liberation canot be bought off 
l)y the granting of oivil rights under capitalism. All oppressive power 
structures ~;±acismsexism and class= reinforce each other and only 
by changing all these siructure will liberation be achieved. 

We are not ofpering lesbianism as a political solution or a 
feminist tactic. We are fighting to end the Jppression of lesbians 
and destroy sexism* Our experience as lesbians is a prime motivating force , 
to this end. 

Not only do ideas reflect social and economic conditions, 
certain basic social and sexual values are so deeply implanted. in us 
be~se of socialisation in infano1 by the family and constant reinforcement 
liy t4ie total social erv ironment, that constant strugle and 3erious 
,:1onsciousness raising are needed in order to effect change. By CR 
we do not mean liberal gosSi p sessions divorced from p.olitical involvement. 
3ut neither do we regard mere 11 ideological 11 commitment to aboliahing 
sexism as adequate; 
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