¥Women topgether, women laugh-
ing, women in pain, women
under the looking pilass,

women relating, women loving -
glad to be women, glad to be
gayl

Sixty women, from Melbourne,
Adelaide, Sydney and Canberra,
came together this weekend for
a conference, organised by the
Mulbourne Radicalesbiuns, at

a Sorrentv guest-house.
Because we reject rigid organ-
isation, the structure was
loose - ne roneoced sheets
telling us where we should be
and what we should talk about
- yet it was heavy, ideas
shooting out all the time,
sometimes too personal, some-
times too political, sometimes
a breathtaking synthesis.

The first paper, by Kerryn,
questioned the ordinary
concept of sexuality, sugresi-
Jrg, thut 1t is usunlly dedined
in genital terms. Yet surely
sexuality is primarily energy
within all of us, and cannot
be pul in boxes or shut away
in bedrooms. Sexuality is a
part of the totality of what
we are, part of a dynamic
process which can't be
separated off from the rest,
although the way we live
certainly makes it hard not
to: "a place for everyithing
and everything in its place.”

From this, a discussion of the
word "lesbian" was necessary,
Tor surely this label concen-
trates, once again on gemital
sexuality, putting fucking
first and excluding warm and
real sisterhood which is non-
genital, Gayness 1is a consc-
iousness -~ knowing that we
love our sisters, and that
since relating demands open-
ness and warmth and equality,
it is more likely that we
will only be able to relate
totally to women. A man
cannot love that which he
considers less than himself.

-‘However, "lesbian” has polit-
ical importance since it is a
word which keeps us in line.
No more: We are unafraid of
your labels -~ we are proud
that we love our sisters.

As Barbara's paper put it,

we will "turn the fan arocund®
and send your shit back - its
your turn to cope with it.
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The papers on dependence and
primary relalionships afrain
brought home the clorification
of genital contact. Why is 4t
that our sexual relationships
create the moest hassles, the
most ambivalence, the most
insccurisy?  Woe never question
the love of our friends, never
think about ceasing to love
them or fear their rejection
of us. We never have 1o muke
these relationships enduring,
never muake promises or create
impossible expectations.

Wiy must the one we sleep with
be the best, the "clusest",
the most frightening? Genital
contact is seen as the supreme
intimacy, vet we wll know thut
it cun often be the mosti alien-
ating of contacts. 1f we
think that monogamy and the
nuclear family are oppressive
institutions, it is necessary
to understand why they are so
hard to get rid of in our own
relationships. For some of

us at the conference, the
primacy given to genital
sexuality provided the key to
this understanding.

During the whole weekend, the
cunflict between the theoret-
ical and the practical/emot-
ional was often present, and
difficult to cope with. Ve
are in for a lot of pain,

a lot of trying, a lot of
contradictions - most of s
vere aware of this -~ many
frowns, many slips, many

clashes:

"May my hives bloom bravely
until my flesh is afllame and
burns through the cobwebs.
May we go mad together, my
sisters,

May our labor agony in bring-
ing forth this revolution

be the death of all pain."

Robin Morgan.

But the pain at Sorrento
wasn't only from within us,
Several little kids were
dlso at the guesthouse and
although attracted by our
smiles, had obviously been
warned against us:

at Sorrento

"We'lre not allowed to talk

to you - you're bad women'".

They hung out of windows

velling: "you disgusting kﬁ%

rude thinga.” & Ty,

Hell, some of us have kids, and ' ’

all of us love them! oo T P
- /

We wye toduy's witchivs, hated, Nﬁﬁﬁg“gﬁ;l ‘ ;§£*§% ,

feared, We¢ are sad when it N R e L '~&f

comes from the mouths of babes; &
buti we are angry, we are proud. 4
Encugh oi’ us have bheen burnt,
enough killed and maimed.

Chris' paper emphasised the
need for oaction, woe have been
invisible in this male-oriented
world for tuo long. Muny 1ideas
were talked about:

-~ a commemoration day for our
sisters burnt at the stake
during witch-hunts;

- the establishment of women's
"halfway" houses and the
opening of our own homes to
women leaving parents and
husbands who have novhere
to goj

- compiling a list of names of
people who can help share the
responsibility for our sister's
children;

~ learning about feminist
history and the women who
never made it -

in short, seizing upon every
opportunity to reach others,

in prisons, in mental homes,

in suburbia, through every
means available ~ radio, papers,
pamphlets, talking, demonstrat-
ing, eto,

seciety deesn't know how to
destroy it because it can never
understand its principles.

Our theorizing, our coming to-
gether at places like Sorrento,
demand that we act. We can't
"lie in the arms of the indiv-
idual solution”" even though we
recognize that we can't be
henest in our political action
unless we are also acting
against our internalized

And who . is strongexr than we who
have born such hardship, so
many beatings, 0 many frust-
rations yet still have not lost
ocur love und compassion.

» Sorrento strengthened our
sisterhood, our power and
our dcetermination,

OppPressor.

. ) KAREN
Our power lies in our collective, )
leaderless, consciousness - this
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