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in the last issue of the newsletter, Waorwick

case against the suppert of homosexual law reform.
present article, I am attempting critigue cf his
cause I feel the i’sue is an imporiant cne fer UL,

wany of werwick's statements scem vaguely self-contradict=-
and logically inconsistlent. Ignoring, for the moment, the
cbviocus non sequitur that " an anti-social rovement ... is con-
sequently revulutlonarv" ke meintaine thet suppert of law refcrm
recognises tne "right" of perliarentarians to grent us a licence
to exist."lo cemand ket the law be chenged is to @sk to be leg-
islated intc existence."Yet I would have thcought that the very
existence of anti~-homcsexual legisleation implied the recogniticn
by the state of the existence of homosexual forms of behsvior,
and,ipso facto,the existrnce of homorexuals.It clso seems to me
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that support for law reform might
that parliaments wnd the low have
the nation".,warwick himself scems

the one hand,he opposes law reform

ust as logically recognize
no place "in the bedrcoms of
in twe minds < bcut this:on

in gencrel,and on the other,

hints that a progrem repealing existing laws wculd meet with
his approval.

Homosexual law reiorm is an importsnt issue,even if
solely as a matter of principle.lt pTEVELtb the State from in-
terfering in matters of private «nd hence is just as

Cdimporient as law refirm in other @rces, uch as abortion,cen-
sorship and marihuana.But more importantly,ba. ic law réform
an be used @8 a wedge ,as & starting point for more relevant
legislative reforms.lt rway be eagier to go irom there on 1o
such issues as Jjob discrimination,and renting and buying of
houses,etc., two issues on which positive steps have been taken

by governments,in the Netherlands
Per Perhaps the saddest wspect
lying assumption throughout that

and New York City.
of his article is the under-
11 Gey Liberationists are pol-

iyical revolutionaries ,and that this is somehow a necessory
pre=condition for scceptance into Gay Lib.liowhere is there any
recognition cf the pluraliqm not only in Sydney Gay Lib,but
arongst all homosexuals in our society.He suggests that talk
of radlCall7lﬂ€ society is ridiculous anyway:"we can't even
radicalize other homosexuals".True encugh, and the university
based membership attests to thls fuct.ocut 1 wonder whose fault
this is? Can we afford to adopt this concept that say 1ib
members have all the answers, are a forw of'lenin's vanguard
of the proletariat?'Isn’'t it a possibility that our failure
to radicalise other homosexuels may lie with ourselves, our
condescending 'you're not liberated' attitude to the convent
ional queens in the suburbs, to whoin law reform wmight not so
eu811y be dismissed as worthless and irrelevant? There are dang
ers in adopting a purist revolutionary line, of
restricting ourselves to liixs witun other leftist 1oup
wshile on tiis poin}, werwick's cubl.cle.ce towol. s wawd Loo
snould be noted). Lanwe be sure that wihen the revolutlo.. coues
these es Lelt counter culture oreups wre solng tu coutinue o wve
our a.liesT It is woiti: rewenbering the eilccels on wu.0seXua™ s OF
tre revolution i Rusciawnd Cubsg, «nd wlso lhe stro:gly anti-
homosexual stend wCoplted Ly wuch ol ZlaCk rower wovewent in
the States.can we be siellerly sure thieo the Quburuua Guéeils ol'e
of Lse Lous vecouse tley con't gquite toe our revorootiocuury line
Coy “ilerotiocn is foilin, to cceeplt the seulitics of lie oocloty
1wl howe live if it fedlls to cece,, Lhhal low felori &
much to lofge fuwe. I of ~I1G ey L. Jeople tiat,
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for the saue of Lie'revo.ution', seewus yet a.other exaupie
of thesubtle cuthoriteriec .isw that irunicoily pervades wuch
of the counter culture.

FPerliaps we ccula druw an w.alogy from the thecries of
the de-si..00ling «avocete 1van 1.lich. Cx, weybe Illich is
rizht, maybe we con't need sci.ools t. teach xids to read and
w rite. But this i...ores thie fuct that towcsrirow willio..s of
children will turn up for sci.vol, waitin, to Le tau...t to
reaC wnd write, wany orf thew {Trou very pocr lL.owes Lor whoi
lecrning the three A's amay be very luportant, .1luply es a_.—
matter of survivel in o cruel, credential orieanted socliety.
There's not nwcl: tihat & poor bluck I4 year old cun Gu in &
lar.e city if he caanot read wnd write enough t. uinderstand
& street sign or reud a plicuie buok. fet it is too often the
rich college gruducte who speaks three lan.usges with
netive fluency at tue price of 16 yecers of higl. cost,
rigorous end sequential educaticn, who is .ost deterwined
tiaat the poor kids should wake clay vases, weave Indian
head-bands, play with LFolaroid cecumeres, and climb over
geocesic domwmes. rerhaps it is «lso t.o cften t L e uai-
versity based guy. literationist, who lLas never hou the expe-
rience of i.owosexual oppression .estern suburts style, wiio
has never lost his job or a roof cver his head bewause of
his homosexuality, who has never encountered the hostility
and wrath of working class parents towards homosexuality,
who, considering himself to be part of a liberated elite
condescends to confide to his suburban gay brother that his
self 1dent1ty is dlspensable.

It is well to keep in mind that even theNew Left's guru
Herbert lMarcuse, realizes that an individual change in
consciousness alone will not bring about a revolution; one
has also to recognize the fact that there
are groups of people in our society who possess enornous
power, power which can be used to crush individuals should
they so desire, By accepting a need for law reform, gaylib
need not necessarilybe following a reformist line; it may be
simply recognizing the existence of power groups in the society.
By pretending they are notthere does not abnegate their
ex1stence. Trevor Jilson
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