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HULBOURIE GAY LIBERATION SPLCIAL WEWS oULLATIH SUNDAY, 2nd NOV., 1975

259 Brunswick St,
Fitzroy, 3065
Ph. 41-4926, 6-11 p.m. nightly

We're taking advantage of a free mailing to get this bulletin jout #epr to all
on the GLF mailing list. (Tue October-iloveuber Jewsletter should be out in
about two or three weeks). Primarily this wmail out is to inform: you of a meeting
at the Centre this Wednesday with people from the Black Resources Centre. This
uweeting has been. initiated by souwe Gay Liverat .onists who have been involved
in the campaign abainst the oppression of blacks by the Bjelke-Petersen regiue
in Queensland. liore about that in the circular. enclosed.

It is timely however that we communicate with all on our mailing list, for
although Gay Liberation doesn't have an official membership; it has become accepted
that those on:the mailing list have an interest, and should have a say in decisious
of major importance. One such issue is now upon us, namely the sacking of iiike
Clohesy, Secretary of CAMP NSW, from his position as teaciier in a Catholic .
secondary school in Sydney (details on the attached sheet). The issue was dis-
cussed at last Thursday's General ideeting of Gay Liberation, but the small
attendance didn't inspire us to feel that the decisions made adequately represented
Gay Liberation. The attached sheet describes the outcome of the General Meeting.
sriefly, we want all the gay organizations in lielbourne to be signatories to
a letter of protest to the Catholic hducation Office in llelbourne, for the principle
at stake, the right to come out and keep one's job, is, surely mot a sectional
one. A meeting on tuis Tuesday, 4th llovewber, has been called to achieve this.

At this meeting it is likely that tactics will be planned in anticipatio1 of

the possible reactions from the Catholic Education Office. Then at a later date,
tentatively set for THURSDAY WiEX, 13th Wovember -~ BUT PLEASE PIQJE TO COWFIRL -
a meeting will be held to formulate action in tlie light of the Catholic Education
Office's reply. The last Gay Liberation G.ii. decided that if the Office's reply
is unsatisfactory, or if we don't even get a reply (we expect one or the other),
then a public demonstration and leafletting of a lielbourne Catholic Church is
warranted. Please try to come to the ueeting on tentatively set for the 13th.
That's when we'll know where we stand.
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FIJANCES AR GRIIi:

laybe it was the scare of the raid at theparty before, or maybe people didn't
know it was on, but our last party didn’t attract many people. This is bad news
whiei we are, as at present, depending on funds raised through parties. to pay
the rent. The takings scarcely padd two weeks rent, when we counted on at least
four. Payuent of the October rent has all but emptled the bank account.

The next party is on Saturday, ilovember 2dth. Try and keep it in mind.. and -
spread tne owrd. The Ceuntre has been cleaned and decorated, thanks to liereditii.
That alone's worth paying $1 for! And of courae, donatlons are always weICOme
(see form below).

P.S. We weren't visited by the Cops this time. Just before the ° ¢ party we
received a response to our letter of complaint to Police ideadquarters about the .
raid of the October party. This will be reported in the next newsletter. Chief
Inspector Ewart of the C.I.B. undertook(to inform Fltzroy C.I.3. that ‘Gay Lib-
eration is prepared to do its own policing of drugs’'s but he made it clear that

we were far from immune from further ralds, so thie warnings of the last newsletter
must stand. For your sake and ours don‘t brinz dope into the Centre.

SUMIEER CAMP
A few people in Melbourne and Geelon; Gay Liberation are keen to organize a camp,
probably the first weekend in . % . We are currently checking out hostels

and caumpsights, and hopefully will hav e finalized arrangements by the time of
the next newsletter. If you're interested you can keep in touch with developuents
by retfuning the circular below.
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PLEASE RETURJ TO Summer Camp Organizer, C/- 255 Brunswick St, Fitzroy, 3065



GAY VIOMEN'S _WRITERS GROUF

Hargaret Bernasconi is tryinz to start a Gay Wowen's VWiriters Group. It would
meet Saturdays, 4.30 p.m. for readings, stucy discussion. Phone Margaret on
328~1987 if interested. '

NATIONAL GAY IHFORUATION SHEET

The Hational Gay Information Sheet was mooted at the National Homosexual Conference
in August, and issue mo. 1 has been published. It includes the most comprehensive
list of zay organizations in Australia yet published, and, as a regular feature,

a listing of events of interest to gay people all avound Australia (from 10tn

of one wmonthh to tine 10th of the next). The success of the sheet depends on

groups and individuals submitting news and events (these are required by the

25th of the wonth before), and of course on people subscribing. Subscriptions

can be taken out for $3. Write C/~ Gay Information Sheet Collective, G.P.0.

box 1154, Svydney, 200l. : ‘

DO YOU KNOW OF AUY GOOD ARTICLES Fur (LEPRINTINGT

Enclosed with this bulletin you‘ll find two articles that we think are valuable
enough to have reprinted. If you cowme across any articles, or excerpts of books,
tiat you think oughlt to be shared around, please send them to us. We particularly
are material suitable for distribution on speaking engagements. There is little
around that we feel lLappy about giving to school students, or seanding to

people writing abput'hcmosexuality for social studies projects.

DIARY OF EVENTS

Tuesday, iHovember 4th lieeting of representatives of homosexual organizations

in Melbourne to consider letter to the Catholic Education Office in ielbourne.
TUesday, lovember 4th ~ 16th 10 p.m. nighitly. A season of 3 howosexual films

at Carlton Filmmakers' Co-op Cinema (near Readings bookshop, between Faraday

and f1lgin 5ts8). One is barb Creed's filw “dowosexuality - A film for viscussion’.

The others are “A Paint of Departure’, by Dou kicLemnan, and “Urkisit Daths”
by ilaya Frankel. o
vz Inasday, Wovember 5th lleeting with people from 3lack Rescurces Centyre, at Gay
Liberation Centre. See circular eunclosed.
Tuesday, tovember 1lth Gay Teachers ifeeting, to contiuue discussion/amendment
of the proposed charter. § p.m. '
Tuursday, ovmeber 13th ieetins at Gay Libevation Centre to consider the reply
from the Catholic Education Office. PHONE TU COJFIR THAT THIS I5 OH. Subject
to change at meeting on Tuesday &th. ‘ S S
Friday, Wovember l4th Women's Dance at Lower Dining iall, Helbourne University, -
Y pem. B.Y.0. ) o
Tuesday, Hovember 25th., 4 p.m. Gay Teachers Meeting at Centre.
Thursday, WHovember 27th  Ceneral meeting of Gay Liberation. Review of action
on Clohesay case. What next? Also discussion of "Straights in Centre’, in
view of issues raised by newly formed Uisexual Group's request to
use Centre for social functions and mestings.
Saturday, 24th dovember Party at Centre. BY0.All zay wmen and women welcome.
$1 donation. Gay books on display and sale. ' ‘ '

I WISH TO DOWATE $..... TO ASSIST PAYUEWT OF CLi/TRE'S REWTAL.
WAME 2o v aoceoonssonsonoooasoacsoas
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vielbourne Gay Liberation,
259 Arunswick St,
FITZROY, 3065

Zud doveuber, 1575

WOTLCE TO ALL LiLsOURIE HOUOSEAUAL ORGANIZATIONS

You have no doubt neard by now of the dismissal on 13th October of like
Clonesy, Secretary of CAIF. WSJ, from ilarist Drothers, Zastwood, for publicly
declaring his homosexuality. .le appeared on a television prograume to speak
about CAMP W5W's subwmission to the Royal Comnission on duman Relarionships.

The iielbourne Gay Teachers Group sent a iestter to the ddtlonal Comndttee on
Viscrimination in Bmploywent, urgin: it te iantervene on liike's behalf. But
the reply says the Committee’'s procedure is to investigate and rvesolve allegat-
ions initially through the relevant State Committee (A case to the JUSW Comuittee
was already in wmotiou in Sydney). Conseguently there seems to be little that
rlelbouriie groups can do to help Mike get his job back. dowever we can and
siould do everything possible to. ensure that nomosexual teachers in the Catholic
systemw in lelbourne will not be victimized in the wanner that ifike Clohesy has
been. '

Helbourne Gay Liberation has drafted a letter (see below) to the Catholic
dducation Office in Uelbourne that rvequires the Cffice to state whether a
siudilar occurrence is possible unere. (It is clear that the directive to dismiss
wike came from the Sydney Catholic Bducation Office; the school's priumcipal was
merely its agent). We believe that the issue joes beyond the sectional interest
of the respective homosexual organizatious, and tnus invite you to be a
signatory to either this letter, or an amended version of if. A ueetiny is
called for T.I5 TUESLAY EVEJLAG at-the GAY LISERATION CHNIRE, U w.w., for
representatives. of all nowosexual proups to consider this letter and formulate”
tactics for any joint action that is seen as uecessary. Last Thursday's General
deeting of Gay Liberation was in favour of a public dewonstration and leafletting
of one of rthe Catlinlic Churciues iu lelbourne if the respounse frow the ielboume
Uifice is umsatisfactory.

A tentative date for the meeting to consider follow-up of the Catholic Education
Office’s reply {or lack of!) is set for TUURSDLAY, 13t NOVHELGER. Please puone
Gay Liberation Centre, 41-4326, 8~11 p.w. any night, to confirm.

Ve regret the short notice, and hope tihat vou will recognize the iluportance —
of acting before this issue is allowed to become dead and buried. Ve will be
in touch with your organization on Honday ul;gL to confirm the weetin;, acd check
your availability for Tuesday, 4tu doveuber. I

E P A
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DRAFT OF Tud LETTER «f TAVITE ALL 0. 0STAUAL ORCGANIZATIONS TO BE STGWATORY TO

Officer in Charge,
Catholic Education Office - ' -

Dear Sir/Hadam,

You may have neard of the dismissal on 13ta Ortober of dr Hike Clonesy from a
secondary sguool in Sydney, Harist Brothers, Eastwood, because e appeared on

a television programme to outline CAMP, NSW's submission to the Reoyal Commission
on Human Relationships. In the programme he spoke about issues raised u; the
submission, and discussed his own homosexuality openly.

Hike Clanesy”s competence as a teacier had not come into guestion before his
television appearance; in fact tpnereé bad been praise. He was .disipissed purely
for being honest avout his homosexuality. A spokesman for the Sudney Cathelic
Fducation Office is reported to have said that tae dismissal had the “full

support of the Office”, tanat "It is not a matter of whether this man is homosexual .

but of his public statement’.

A meeting of representatives of all howosexual organizatious in pdelbourne ha
has decidéd to seek a statement from your organization about the prossivility

of a similar vccurence ia delbourne. In particular, we want to know whether your
orxganizaticn would:
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(a) refuse to hire a teacher who had publicly declared his or Aaer homosexuality?
(b) dismiss, or otherwise discipline, an employee who publicly stated his or
her homosexuality?

We will interpret failure to reply to this letter by Wednesday, l2th November
as meaning affirmative answers to both guestions, i.e. endorsement of the
Sydney Catholic Education Office's position.

A meeting of all #elbourne's homosexual organizations to furtaer consider this
matter is to be held on Thursday, 13th Novenwer.

i7e look forward to hearing from you by tiae l2tn.

YOUrs.s

I SuoukST THIS LETTeERr SHOLLD BE SEdT nELISTERED WaIL

FOLLOWI.G ARZ SOME EXCERPTS FROLI A DULLETIN - RELEASED BY CAMP WSW

A Current Affair, lionday 13th October 1975
A spokesuman for the Catholic ZEducation Office says that ilr Clohesy was sacked,
not because he was a nomosexual, but because he made this fact public to parents
and children...

Radio 2 BL, AM, Wednesday 15ti October 1375
Dr. Join Walsh (for the Catholic Information Centre) :
.. The reason he was diswissed was tuat he was a homosexual...“

A Current Affair, Thursday lotiy October 1975, interviewed by lir Peter ileakin, was
James tcLaren (for the Catholic Kducation Office): '
ileekin: "So homosexual teachers in Catholic schools should keep quiet about
the fact?”’

McLaren: ‘‘Whetaer they should or they shouldn’t, they know guite obviously
that if tney make it puollc, for wnatever reason, they are 3zoing to lose
their jobs."

Pii: “The 901nt remains: it's alr.izht to be a homosexual teacher in a  Catholic
gchooi7 You're not goinj to have action takeu azainst you?'’

HcL ".The Church does not incriminate or dJdiscriminate against homosexuals,
Pil: "Isn't giving sowmeone notice a foru of discriuination?”

McL: “do, because, well, everybody discriminates...”

PH: “What advi.i would you give to homosezual teachers in Catholic scuools?
Ylould you like tnem to identify thewselves

ileL: "Ho, I can't see any point why a personv sexual activities have to be
made public...The whole systein would lose its credibility if it says one
thing, but euwploys people who belisve another.

Pii: “...Are homosexuals an embarrassmeunt to the Church?"

licL: "o, no sin is an embarrassment...'’ ‘

Pii: “Should a sinner ve sacked?”’

ilcL: "Jo, I don't think so...The policy of the Church is that they require
wore than just he be a zood teacher. They also require that in his public
life as a teacher he behave appropriately to nis position...iow can he fit
into the Catholic teac.ing systeir when he conflicts with its teaching?

It can’t be done...”

Hation Review, 17-23 October, 1975, quoting tue Catlolic Education Jffice: "It
is not a matter of whether thio wan is howosexual, put of his public statement.
It's pretty obvious that tliere's a difference between a man being what he
is, and what he publicly states hinself to be...”

Look forward to meeting with representatives of your organization at the meeting
on Tuesady, :

In homosexual solidarity,

Gary Jaynes,
For ifelbourne Gay Liberation.



