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The current debate about asylum seekers has served 
to polarise Australian society and has renewed 
discussion about what may constitute a long term 
sustainable human population for Australia. 

Concern for the environment has often been used as 
an argument to limit or even reduce immigration, and 
some within the environment movement have argued 
for lower population levels in order to minimise 
environmental impacts. 

This paper is part of Friends of the Earth's Environment 
and Population project and explores some of the key 
issues in this debate from an international social 
justice perspective. 
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