CONSCIENTIOUS OF

‘EG&®§§ NOW 1IN MILITARY PRISON

"

Dennis O'Donnell was inducted into the army on 1/2 A il v
his gatriculation at | &ght:ﬁchool while workiig durinﬁ tﬁetgaﬁaszﬁg‘
sobtmined a secondary [studentship. He applied for a deferment to de
his teacher traiming, but at the same time he said he would be
quite preparcd to do his two years' service. le was not given a
deferment and became an| army cook after his ten weeks preliminary
traiging at Puckapunyall i

HIS STAND AS A COUSCIENITIOUS OBJECTOR

After joining the army, Dennis gradually became more aware and
concerned about the Vietnam war and when he read the '"Ramparts®
publication, Children of Vietnam', he felt he could no longer be
a part of Australiz's war effort. He applied to be registered as a
Conseientious Objector, ut his application was rejected by Mr R.X.
Hudspeth 8M, at Melbourne on 7/9/67. Dennis then appealed to the County
Court, On 22/11/67, Judge Norris dismissed his appeal. However, S
was not an ‘crdinary dismissal. Judge Norris ruled that ", .the appe’ll-
ant does hold conscientious beliefs that the committal to the war
in Vietnam of Australian forces was and is morally wrong, and that
he could not conscientiously take any part in that war', However,
Judge Norris fult that such a non-pacifist stand was not included
as grounds for Conscientious Objection under the IHNational Service
Act and therefore the case was dismissed. His solicitors’immediately
appealed to the Supreme Court. On 26/2/68 the Supreme Court of Victoria
ruled that it could not intervene because the matter was outside i%s
jurisdictien.

AW.0.L. BECAUSE OF CONSCIENC

=

After the dismissal of his appeol before Judze Norris, Dennis felt
that he could not in all conscience return to the army. 1If he daid,
he would be incomsistent with his now legally acknowledgd conscientious
objzction. This meant he was A.i.0.L, (absent without official leave),
and thereforc liable to arrest by M,F.s at any timc, With the felp of
friends, he eluded the army all summer, butb just after the rejection
his appeal by the Supreme Court, ho was arrested while driving his
girl-friend to work. ilc was lept under close arrest at Watsonia, where
on L/L/68 he was court-martialled and sentenced to 43 days imprisonment

2t Holdsworthy Military Corrective lstablishment.

HOLDSWORTHY MILITARY PRISCH

[+

His transfer to loldsworthy was carried out in complete secrecy.
When it was discovered that he had been rushed to Holdsworthy, there
was an immediate attempt to contact him. This proved diffacult, bow-
ever, because Dennis had becn put almost immediately into solitary
confinement. This punishment consists of being locked in an 8'X 107
concrete room and being fed on bread and water only, Dengtis, is appar-
ently being treated as if he were a dangerous criminal. Waten is brought
to him by guards with fixed bayonets, and food is handed to him\?hrcugh
a slot in the door. N

SHQULD WE NELP O'DOMIELL?

\

N

Whenever a pcrsoa decides to apply for registration as a conseient-

ious objector, members of the peace movemant stand belind him and en-
courage him. This hdppened particularily with Dennis 0'Donnell because
of the fact that he was already in the army. He was fully encouraged
to apply for excmption and supported in his decision to refrain from
returning to the army after hie first appeal. loviever, when he wos
imprisoned, therec werc no largg demonstrations; nor was tlere any
mention in the oress of his actual removal to Holdsworthy. We supported
him, but only to the ecitent thit was necessary to keep him out of gaol.
Then we left him on his own. Mbst people would feel bitterly disappoint-
ed if they were in Denniis' plage and rcceived this sort of support:

Another point to be consi@ered is the fzet that thergiare at
lenst ten more cascs of congeigntious objection coming up im the near
future. If we show thot there got going to be any demonstrations or
public outcries over the kind Bf treatment O'Donnell receives, then
the arpy will fecl frcg to de ;hnt they like with conscientious objectors
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- and they will be free to do as they like! i
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e act 1slphrased (1,,. any fo A otk

because of the Way th BS el
itagﬁlzztzice"), thers is an ambiguity‘in Fhe wor? tany'' s L: ;E L pai
a8 i that a Gonscientious Qbjector mus I
be terpreted as neaning e be a person
against apy war at any time and at any place, or Gt B nstanien, phi
who must be against some particular Wars Qn the flfst L : 0} e
people with pacifist beliefs ( eg Bill White) can g¢ :ubr e e
Servies; but on the second, a person can be exgmpﬁ Jush }obt°ined b sk
being against the Vietnam war- tgis is igwbDaVEdhgzniiqiz - hIt s
i t year, and this is what O'Donne ase & . { i
ignthn ma;ist;ate to interprat the Act, and if we show that wi a;in:ntiizs
od smd involved in this interpretation th?re is gvery reas9g Ollahd
a magistrate will give greater consideration to the more liberal ar
humapist interpretation of the word 'any'.
Put there is more to it than just the personal importance. T%eréhls
the underlying, or perhaps overshadowing, deFia} 9f hunan r}ghti. T Q'hle
Nuremberg Trisls established that it is the individual who 18 responsi

- —— - §
for his own actions and that he cannot cite movernment hepercion” as an
excuse. Whe

n we imprison 0'Donnell for his pefusal to become an -
accomplice to what he ( and distinguished people the world over) sec as

& criminal wer, then we put ourselves in the same category as Hitler.

1L om left with the clear conviction that the appcllant (ic Dennis
0'Donnell) does hold conscicntious beliefs...he could not conscientiously
talce part in that war' (Judge Norris 22/11/67). Dennis refused to return
to the army because this would havo compromised his belicfs. He decided
to await the result of his appeal. If the appeal had succeeded, he would
have becn considered justified in what he did. Yet, because his appeal
was rejected as being out of Supreme Court jurisdiction, he was court-
martialled and sentenced to 48 days imprisonment in what must be consider-
ed one of Australia's worst prisons.

ACTION

(1) There will be a seven day, round-the-clock, vigil to protest at
O'Donnell's imprisonment. This will be held at the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Ofiices, Post Office Place on Wednesday 17th April
at midday. The vigil will be conducted by two people at a time,
in shifts of two hours. It ds anticipated that there will be a
mobile headquarters which will provide coffece etc, cspecially
during the night-shifts. The vigil will continue until at least
O'Donnell’s appeal to the Privy Council on Wednesday 24th April,
ard may be maintained after that if the verdict is adverse.

(2) There will be lunchtime spealkers in Post Office Place to explain
to the public the issuc involved in O'Donnecll's case.

(3) To show the army that we ARE interested in what they do to Dennis
O'Donnell we hope tc get as many people as possible to send letters
and/or tclegrams to Dennis as soon as possible. Send to:

Mr; Dennis OfDonnell,

3790911,

Holdsworthy Military Corrcctive lstavlishment,
New South Wales.

(#) Latters to M.P.s and the press are a much neglected pa~t of
/ damomstrations. fetion in this direction could guicken public
awarencss of 0'Donnell's pogition.

(3) 0'Donnell's appeal to the Privy Council in Londeon on Wed 2kth
Aprlldrequlres 2 lot of monecy. Donations of money are urgently
needed.

jnyone willing to help with any of the above, or with the organization
of the cempaign, plzase contact: i
Michael lamsl-Green ?54 Lygon| 8t, Carlton.

Peter D'iAbbs e .o ‘e i

ha?:y van Moorst, | 21 Fitzgibbon St., Parkville

g§¥_cavc a mote in 'the M,U. Labour or Pacifist Club lettor
es8.

The caépalgn‘for Q‘Donncll's ralease is at present sponsored by the

?Elgoir?c Univcersity I{bour Club, Melbourne Student Christian lMoveme -

Hg;eéaéé.(ge%bﬁugne & Monash Pacifist Sog¢igties, Draft Resistonee

o, sl (;;;:%7..?33. CnQpalgn Ag§inatpconscription, Conscicntious

B e A “tJ aci Ret). bpcns?rshlp an@ coordination from other STroups
g zations is weclcomed (if you h%va not been contacted alreaﬂy)-
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