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AWord of Explanation. ..

The introduction of yet another journal on the Australian left may well be greeted with signs of despair —
“There’s so much to read already!”

But it isn’t as bad as all that. This is indeed the first edition of this journal to bear the title International
Socialist. But, of course, there have been previous issues of the journal — 7 in all — which bore the old name
Frontline.

Nonetheless, this is a new journal. Our change of name is related to our change of purpose. We published a
great deal of very good material in Frontline. But the journal was never quite as good as the
individual articles contained in it. It lacked a clear sense of purpose and direction.

That was why publication of this eighth issue of the journal was delayed for so long (apologies to our
subscribers!) — while we took stock and had a long, hard think about what we were really up to.

But now we feel we've clarified what the aims of the journal should be.

To begin with, we want to give readers a deeper insight into our politics — the politics of the International
Socialists. In its three years of existence, the IS has grown into a national organisation, with branches in
most state capitals. So the resources we have for a new, attractive, and hopefully popular journal -
International Socialist — are greater than before.

We hope to cover and analyse current struggles. In this issue, Carole Ferrier and John Minns look at the
major point of confrontation in the Australian class struggle — Queensland.

We hope both to take a critical look at the Australian Left's political heritage and to intervene in its current
debates. That's why much of this issue is devoted to Tom O’Lincoln’s long, hard look at the Communist
Party. In the next issue, Verity Burgmann will be looking at the politics of the Australian LW W,

We hope to publish of develop in different industries which will be of immediare use fo
militants working in them. In fthis issue we publish an article on the future of the building
industry by David Shaw, written shortly before his tragic and untimely death last December. In the next
issue, Janey Stone will be looking at developments in the health industry. We also plan to publish articles
on the metal industry and the public service.

And, of course, we want to make our political theory accessible and relevant to the Australian situation.
We begin with Rick Kuhn's analysis of Australia’s post-war boom.

A vacuum exists amongst left journals in Australia today; a vacuum between the unreadable ‘theoreticism’
of some, and the dogmatic sectarianism of others.

We hope, in part, to fill it.



The Crigins of the Post-VVar Boom in

Australic

A POOR START

by Rick Kuhn

ince 1975 the Australian ruling class has

mounted the most sustained offensive

against workers for more than twenty

years, The sacking of the Whitlam
government has probably been the most specatcu-
lar episode in the offensive so far, but it was not
the starting point.

In industrial relations policies (the introduction
of wage indexation) and budgetary strategy (the
‘Hayden Budget® cuts), the Labor government had
laid the groundwork for Fraser's attacks on the
working class. However, the conservative govern-
ment is able to undertake its onslaughts in a much
less inhibited way than the ALP.

Fraser turned the staff ceilings, introduced by
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Whitlam, into public service cutbacks; he has
introduced savage anti-union legislation — the
Industrial Relations Bureau, amendments to the
Trade Practices Act — where the Labor Party only
helped cut wages by introducing wage indexation.
Where Hayden was only game to trim the welfare
state in 1975, Fraser has shown a willingness to
dismantle it.

At first glance it seems that the ruling class
hasn't been this tough since the depression. In
terms of the extent of the economic slump this is
true. Not since the 1930's has there been a global
economic downturn as deep or prolonged as the
present one. Nevertheless, we can find an intense
ruling class offensive in a more recent period —
from 1945 to about 1954. Between those dates,
the ruling class established the local preconditions
for Australian participation in the long post-war
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Given that the boom already
started during the war in the US,
the wartime introduction of
technological change was particu-
larly important there.

From Orthodox
Economics to
Marxist Analysis

So the post-war period saw the
start of a global boom — but what
were the particular conditions for
Australian participation? In order to
answer this question we have to take
note of existing, non-marxist treat-
ments of the boom.

Thus far, marxist accounts of the
boom, while recognising that it had an
internal dynamic, have tended to look
at it as a single episode, with no more
structure than a beginning, middle and
end.? In other countries, marxists have
considered short run economic
fluctuations.? However, the late arrival
of non-stalinist marxist  political
economy in Australia, since 1970, and
a justifiable concern with contempor-
ary events, has meant that more
attention has been paid to the boom’s
demise than its origins or course.

Thus there have been no marxist
treatments of the economic downturns
of 1951 or 1961. Yet both events have
some significance for Australian class
relations — a significance which
transcends ‘economics’. The following
account  draws on  orthodox
cconomists’ descriptions of :
developments, assessing them in the
light of marxist coneepts.

The task of understanding the
political and ideological devel

reorganisation of conservative politics
in the Liberal Party and its mobilisat-
ion of diverse social groups, ‘white
collar’ workers and the middle class, as
well as the mling class, against the
Labor Party and the Communist Party.
Their analysis certainly cannot be
accused of neglecting class struggles
like those of bourgeois economists.
But it is not linked to their subsequent
discussion of the *“Second Long
Boom™4 The latter is an interesting
description of economic develop-
ments,

The only explanation of the boom
in Australia which emerges is that it
occurred because “‘Australia became
integrated into the new world
economic order”.s The way in which
the ruling class mobilisation (or
“offensive’™®) may have changed the
conditions for accumulation or altered
the relation of class forces on the shop
floor is not considered. Australia's
relation to the world economy is only
presented in terms of the inflow of
capital and migrants; market relations
are absent.

Economic
Developments

Immediately after World War II
the Australian économy experienced
quite rapid growth rates. During the
war investment in ‘non-essential’
industries had been restricted and
consumption goods rationed. The
retumn to civilian production entailed
dramatic expansion in these sectors. It
was argued at the time that the
economic growth was largely super-
ficial:

“The immediate post-war situation

which characterised the ruling class

offensive and start of the boom is

more straight-forward than that of
1: i d 1

ments. Bob Connell and Terry Irving
have paid some attention to the
political and ideclogical features of the
period in their article “The making of
the Australian  Bourgeoisie”, in
Intervention No 10/11. Their account,
which is couched in terms of a class
analysis can easily be employed here.
Connel and Irving focus on the

was hat ragged, deserving the

appelation ‘milk-bar economy™.”

That is, there was an imbalance
between ‘essential’ and ‘inessential’
production; investment in new areas of
production and in basic and capital
goods producing sectors was sluggish.
While the economy was growing, it
was not doing so in a way which
would sustain further rapid growth.

“Apart from the setting up of
plant te manufacture Australian
cars for the first time, there was

little to distinguish expansion from
what had gone previously (ie during
the interwar period.” ®

This pattern has been attributed
to difficulties in obtaining eapital
goods from overseas (shortages in
Ewrope and restrictions on US dollar
exchanges) and “discontent and
inefficiency  arising from ‘working
conditions’ and from more deep-
seated social causes™?, on the part of
the  workforce.  Difficulties  in
obtaining capital goods from overseas
had not prevented expansion of
capacity during the war.

However, during the 1940%s
unons put up considerably more
resistance to the reorganisation of the
labour process than they had during
the war — there was oppusition to
the introduction of piece rates and
“mechanisation”.10 Until about 1953
productivity growth was slow. 11

Australia’s export income during
the period under consideration was
heavily reliant on wool sales.1?
Despite the boost to the Australian
economy produced by the boom in
wool prices as a result of the Korean

i

- e

In the early 1950's, Australia's exports
wera heavily reliant on wool sales.
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adequate vehicle for such a policy. The
Liberal Party could carry out the task
maore effectively. It was not subject to
working class pressure as was the ALP
and could be relied upon not to upset
‘business confidence’ through excesses
such as bank nationalisation. The fall
of the Labor government was thus a
sethack for the working class.

(both in absolute and percentage
terms) that has been made in public
expenditure in the post-war period”26
to 1975.

1952/3 was also the only year,
before the end of the boom, when real
GNP declined. The 1951 ‘Horror'
budget was the first post-war attempt
to repress economic activity through

The Liberal Party found consid
able ruling class support as well as
aid from groups such as the British
Medical  Association and  bank
employees, in its campaigns against
the Labor gevernment.2? The Menzies
government continued and extended a
number of its predecessor’s policies.
When the new provisions of the
Conciliation and  Arbitration  Act
were successfully challenged in 1951,
the government introduced new
amendments “to restore the Court’s
powers of enforcement of awards and
clarity and establish its powers to
punish for contempt of its power and
authority”.22

The campaign against the CPA
was escalated, with legislation and
then a referendum to ban it. Menzies
saw the suppression of communism as
a means of increasing productivity.24
CPA unionists were constrained to
divert energy away from industrial
concems to the defence of their Party,
while the industrial groups were more
successful under the Liberal than the
Labor government.2 §

Where fiscal policy under Labor
had been ‘restrained’, under the
Liberals, after 1951, it was draconian.
The government took advaniage of the
recession of 1952 to further weaken
the union movement, by exacerbating
its effects, 1952-3 saw “the largest cut

“Going MY way — on  full patrol.tank?" g
SCOMFIELD. BULLETIN, 1843

fiscal and included i
in taxation, especially sales tax, and
the discouragement of investment. The
1952 budget, though less drastic
continued policies of restraint.

In 1953 income tax concessions
were made, another step in the
increasing emphasis on sales rather
than income tax begun under Labor in
194827 The significance of Menzies'
fiscal policy lies not in its effects on
demand, but rather on its impact on
the level of unemployment, which
increased dramatically during the
recession.

The government also contributed
to unemployment by cutting back the
public service and imposing staff
ceilings. Overall employment fell by
over 4% between 1951 and 1953, and
employment under the Public Service
Act fell by over B%.28 The govern-
ment’s handling of the recession, the
worst downtum before the end of the
boom, was another aspect of the ruling
class offensive.

The success and significance of
the ruling class offensive can be seen
by the changes in labour's share of
national product between 1948/9 and
1970/1. It fell dramatically during
1952 and stabilised at a level about 4%
lower than before the recession.
Subsequently there was a slow upward
trend which accelerated at the end of
the 1960’s. It seems reasonable to use
labour's share of national product as
an indicator of the rate of surplus
value.

The increases in productivity after
1953, decline in industrial militancy
after 1950 and fall in labour’s share in
national product suggest that the
working class suffered a substantial
defeat between 1949 and 1953. By
increasing the rate of surplus value and
making the introduction of new
technology easier, this defeat opened
up opportunities for Australia’s more
effective participation in the world
boom, entailing a diversification in
investment in manufacturing and a

sustained growth in GNP.

And Now

The ruling class offensive after the
war marked the start of the post-war
boom in Australia. The present
offensive will not lead to such
attractive consequences for capitalists.

Australia’s articulation to the
world economy means that an increase
in the local rate of exploitation will
not be sufficient to retum the
economy to ‘prosperity’. However,
this does not mean that the ruling class
will be any less intent on placing the
burden of the slump, as far as possible,
on the working class, Where the world
boom meant that the welfare policies
introduced by the Chifley government
largely survived intact through the
earlier offensive, the present one
entails a dismantling of the welfare
state.

At the same time, the experience
of the earlier episode and the more
desperate situation of many capitalists
today suggests that attacks on working
class organisation will be intensified
during the next few years.

Unless a fight-back is effectively
organised around rank and file
workers, and not just through union
and ALP [eaders, these attacks are
likely to have some success in furthcr
cutting working class living standards
and undermining the effectiveness of
workers' class organisations.

Footnotes

1. See T. O'Shaughnessy, ‘Some Recent
Divisions in the Ruling Class", Inferven-
tion, 1011, 1978, for an account of the
redistribution of surplus value within the
ruling class.

. For example, K. Rowley, “The Political
Economy of Australia since the war" in
Playford and  Kirsner,  Australian
Capitalism, Penguin 1972, and M.
Breznizk and J. Collins, “The Australian
Crisis: from Boom to Bust”, Journal of
Australian  Political Econamy, 1977,
C. Silver, “The Economic Cycle in Post:
War Australia®, Arena, 49, 1977, give:
statistical outline of post-war Australian
cycles, but draws no conclusions,

. For example, P. Baran and P. Sweery,
Monopoly Capital, Penguin, 1973 (first
published 1966}

4. R. Connell and T, Irving, “The Muking
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each individual idea can be traced back
an a ane-i basis to the i
reality which eaused it" In fact no
marxist has ever put forward such a
view. What underlies Foreman's
hostility to “economic determinism™
is her own moving away from the
‘materialist basis of marxism,

This idealist tendeney in Foreman
means that while criticising Freud, her
own analysis ends up sharing many of
the very weaknesses she has identified
in him. What she has in common with
Freud is some notion of the import-
ance of the *“unconscious”.

Her ideas here are influenced by
the existentialist analysis of Satre and
de Beauvoir. What she means by the
“unconscious” is somewhat unclear
hut she states that “a level of reality is
excluded from conscious thought in
capitalist society”. Thus in her view™
“the full experience of feminity
prevents wamen developing a con-
sciousness of their oppression.””

Although her definition of the un-
conscious is not the same as Freud's, it
still leaves certain difficulties unre-
solved, How can people change? How
can women fight an oppression of
which they are not conscious?

The reason women are oppressed
according to Foreman is that : “Men's
objectification within industry,
through the expropriation of the pro-
duct of their labour, takes the form of
alienation, But the effect of alienation
on the lives and consciousness of
wamen takes an even more oppressive
form. Men seek relief from their alien-
ation through their relations with
women; for women there is no relief.
For rthese intimate relations are the
very ones that are the essential struct-
ures of her oppression™.

In other words the oppression of

women comes about by men off load-
ing some of the alienation they get
at work onto women when they come
home.
Foreman’s use of the term alienation
bears little relation to the marxist
concept. She agrees that the fact that
workers' labour power is used to
produce surplus value for capitalists
means their labour is objectified and
alienated. The problem is, how is this
alienation relieved by going home to a
relationship with a woman?

Foreman does not explain the
mechanism by which men can off-load
their alienation onto women. Also she
treats women primarily as wives and
therefore ignores the alienation of
women workers.

Under capitalism  all  social
relations are turned money relations

(all that was sacred is profaned to use
Marx's words), they are objectified
and alienated. The family and sexual
relations are a prime example of this,
So, surely a male worker's alienation is
not relieved by entering into another
alienated relationship in the family,

Of course it is true that male
workers do try to gain some emot-
ional release from their work
experiences in their relationships with
women. And men do gain a series of
material advantages from having their
wives cook their meals, do the washing
and a hundred other things. Revolut-
ionaries have always recognised this,
As James Connolly said 70 odd years
ago ""The worker is the slave of capital-
st saciety, the female worker is the
slave of the slave'’ But it is not these
concrete advantages that Foreman is
talking about.

The political conclusions which
flow from Foreman's theory of op-
pression are very pe istic. If male
workers do have their alienation re-
lieved by their relationships with
women, why should they ever support
women's liberation? They would have
to be mad to do so. The struggle for
women's liberation would then be
completely utopian as women would
have to take on the capitalists and the
whole male working class.

We would be faced with the bleak
prospect (if we followed Foreman’s
analysis) of having to forget about
women’s liberation till socialism had
been achieved ; because under socialism
men would no longer be alienated at
work and they would not have to rid
themselves of their alienation at home,

The logical extension of
Foreman's theory of women's oppress-
jon is that the maintenance of the
family results not from the objective
needs of capital but from the needs of
the male working class. She staivs.

“Given the naiure of alienuimn
there were two factors (o consider, ol
only the concern of the individual
capitalist over cost bul also, and more
importantly, the resistance of the
working class which would only allow
its [the family's| socialisation up to
certain limits",

She backs this up by pointing to
the resistance of the trade union move-
ment in Britain to attacks on the
family in the 19th. century.

However the post-war boom
witnessed a massive influx of women
into the workforce, which undermined
the nuclear family to some extent.
Capital was able to meet its needs for
an expanded labor force in the 60's

and early 70's without the massive
opposition from the male working
class, which would have been predict-
ed by Foreman’s theory. This is not to
deny the widespread idealogical resis-
tance to this trend particularly in the
early stages.

Foreman's position is essentially a
voluntarist one which gives to the
working class the power to determine
the social relations of society
independent of the material and ob-
jective conditions, independent of the
interests of capital and of even the
level of organisation and combativity
of the class itself.

How was the working class in
Germany in the 1930's sull able to
hang onto the family even after being
smashed by fascism ? Do Foreman
really believe that it was working class
resistance  which  maintained the
family? It would be more realistic to
say that the maintenance of the family
in Hitler's Germany (or at other times
when the workers movement has been
destroyed eg Stalin’s Russia, [Italy
under fascism) had more 0 do with
the objective interests of the ruling
class than the ‘resistance’ of a defeated
working class.

Conclusion

The weaknesses in Foreman's
analysis inevitably lead to weaknesses
in her strategy for womens liberauirn.
In largely ignoring the role of wumen
as workers she underestimates the im-
portance of class distinctions inside
the women’s movement. Thus she
states: “Self organisation, then, en-
ables warking class and middle clais
women to come together in the
women's movement on a political
basis, cach from their own sense of
strength '’ But this would mean a
women's movement dominated by
middl. class women and unable to
take a clear stand on the need to over-
throw capitalism,

Foreman's stress on the import-
ance of the ‘unconscious’ and ideo-
logical aspects of women's oppression
leaves her open to ‘solutions’ on an
individual level. The practical dangers
of this are obvious in that it can lead
revolutionaries into reforming person-
al relationships in the here and now,
rather than building organisations
which can smash the system that
underlies all social relations.

This strategy, which is both ideal-
ist and utopian, usually spells disaster
for both individuals and organisations
which take it up.
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THE SLUMP

This is the most obvious feature of
the industry. In nearly all sectors,
ctivity is at its lowest for many years.
57,000 or 30% of Australian building
workers have lost their jobs since
1973, and 18,000 in the last 12
months. There are now fewer build-
ing workers than at any time in the
last 15 years.

In the public sector the cuts have
been severe Commonwealth
expenditure on construction has fallen
30.3% in real terms since 1975. State
expenditures have gone the same way.
In the September quarter of 1978, the
value of public sector commencements
in Sydney fell by 42%.

Commercial construction is in a
worse slump. The major cities have a

Sydncy, about 18% of office space iss
emply, mostly in recently constructed
buildings. With new office technology
and computers, the demand for office
space in the future will be even less.
Now there is very little construction i

the city centres. Hundreds of workers
who developed special skills for high-
rise construction are out of work

Also, the thousands of workers who

massive surplus of office space. In  worked together in the cities are now
” dispersed. That makes it harder for
workers to organise.

In the next year or so there will be
some work on regional office blocks
and shopping centres. But this won't
last. The bosses’ own consultants,
John Jackson and Associates, say:
“The industry has gone as far as it can
with regional shopping centres”.2_

Contractors and  sub-contractors
that specialised in high-rise construct-
ion may go to the wall. In NSW,
Eastments already have. Others, like
T.C. Whittle and Max Cooper, have no
work on their buoks. The huusing in-
dustry is in the worst state of all.
Commencements are at their lowest
for 12 years.

Nearly all major construction work
in the next few years will be major
infrastructure work for the mining in-
dustry and energy supplies. These pro-
jects will be some of the biggest Aust-
ralia has ever seen. They will empiuy
thousands of workers, often in remole
areas (see table 1).

Some of these projects have start-
ed. Most are certain to go ahead. The
slump is not being felt evenly through-
out the industry. Whilst some convent-
ional contractors in building construct-
ion may go broke, many contractors
specialising in this type of work are in
for a hoom period. Most of these
companics are large multinationals like
Fluor, Dillingham, Parsons, Braun and
Rechtel, but local capitalists will cop

CRISIS IN
THE CONCRETE
JUNGLE

by David Shaw

he rank and file movement within the New
South Wales building and construction
industry has suffered a series of defeats in
Tecent years.

In 1975, the employers and the federal leader-
ship of the union linked up to knock off the elect-
ed officials in the N.S.W. branch of the Builders
Labourers Federation. The BW.ILU. - B.LF. amal-

arrest and sacking of Max Callaghan, A W.U. dele
gate for PT.C. construction workers, and the
successful sacking of the whole site at Johns and
Waygood, 1.C.I.

Militant activity in the past has been ad ho
Our strategy has been confined to one union or)
one job, We will continue to be beaten unless we/

i v i . Transfield, EP.
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rol candidates were beaten in the N.5.W. elections, MoK th'“,s off. . SRS ; Worlo.f VY ilw workers are gaining increasing numbers
In all areas of the industry the employers have Four main features of the construction in- i : of contracts overseas, especially in the

middle east. There is no doubt that
Korean companies, like Hyundai
Heavy Industries, have their eye on
these projects also.

gone all out to smash any militant rank and file
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TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE
New technology has reduced the
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demarcation disputes in the ind
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Unions
B.L.F.v. F.1A.

B.L.F.v. AMW.S.U.

%
Table2

Steel erection at Kurri
Dogmen on mobile cranes
Scaffolding in lift wells
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Type of Work

B.LF.v. AW.U. Concrete Batching Plants
Railway Station Construction
Roof Pitching
B.L.F.v. BW.LU. Laying of Bondeck on high-rise
formwork
B.L.F. v. Plumbers Waterproofing roofs
CHANGES IN MANAGEMENT Most contracts are now priced on
TECHNIQUES the basis of using body-hire. The
The days of the conventional Building Trades Group of unions in

building contract with tenders and rise
and fall clauses are numbered. Most
large projects nowadays are run on the
‘project management’ system.

Under this system. the firm is paid a
fixed fee to run the job. The con-
struction is done by sub-contractors
who have particular tasks on the site.
There may be several sub-contractors
doing the same kind of work. Project
management sites are very difficult to
organise because of the sub-contract-
ing and the resulting divisions among
the workers.

Project management completes
jobs on time with little industrial un-
rest. Under the “fast track’ planning
system, where planning decisions are
still being made while construction
continues, records are being set. The
new Westmead Hospital in Sydney is
one example. The $40 million Belcon-
nen Retail Mall in Canberra was finish-
ed in record time under the project
management system. The bosses,
O'Connor-Costain, reaped the profits
and the workers paid the penalty — 2
dead and 4 seriously injured in the
jub's 18 month life.

‘Body-hire’ has reached plague
proportions in the industry. Body-hire
merchants like Comrega and Skilled
Engineering  hire out labour to
contractors. Body-hire workers work
on a day to day basis, often hired on
the phone or from the street. They get
no compensation, sick pay, or wet
time. Body-hire sites are difficult to
organise. Body-hire workers are on site
one and gone the next when the
contractor doesn’t need them.

NSW. is running a campaign against
body-hire in the state. The BLLF. is
playing a leading role. At best, the
unions will be able to force body-hire
companies to pay award rates and con-
ditions.

SOLUTIONS

This article cannot offer all the

-

i i
Due to the slump, major
massive surplus of office space

solutions to the industry crisis. One
thing is clear though. It's not enough
just to be more militant and hit the
bosses harder, The disastrous defeat at
Johns and Waygood in Sydney showed
this.* Militant groups of workers will
continue to be isolated and smashed
unless we develop a strategy for organ-
ising in the industry.

Any new rank and file group in
the industry must push for industrial
unionism, In some ways the time has
never been better. Demarcation is be
coming hazy, existing unions less vi
able, and workers are i ingl

moving from union to union. Rathe
than body snatching and hanging on to|
official positions, union officials
should now be discussing principled
amalgamations.” More importantly,
industrial unionism must be pushed on|
the job level by setting up site commi-|
ttees. The site committee is the only|
‘way to beat the divisions caused by
sub-contracting and body-hire. From

this, it’s obvious that a rank and file
group that develops in the future will
have to involve workers from all
unions in the industry, not just the
B.LF.

The major projects which are
about to commence in Australia will
bring hundreds of workers together.
These are some of the mast militant
workers in the country. Our task s (e
link at the political level the strikes
and advanced actions that will inevit-
ably occur

Footnotes

1 In curly 1976 a strong rank and file
movement of B.L.I. members in N.S.W.
tried 10 stage a principled amalgamation
with the B.W.LU. under strict conditions.
This was legally possible as the B.L.I". was
deregistered at the time. The faint-hearted
B.W.LU. officials sabotaged the amalgamat-
ion at the last minute.

2 Financial Review 15/8(78

3 See Hughie Hamiltons report to the
1978 Queengland state conference of the
B.W.LU,

4 In the Johns and Waygood dispute the
company sacked the whole workforce. The
J. & W. workers had fought the boss from
the start of the job and won significant
gains, But in the process we became isolated
and were defeated.
5 The F.E.D.I
ships to the
gamation in 1981,

and AM.W.S.U. leader-
are moving (0 an amal-

reat



FLYING

BACKWARDS TO

QUEENSLAND

by Carole Ferrier and John Minns

ince the early 1970°s, the class antagon-
isms of Australian society have found a
more pronounced expression in Queens-
land than in other Australian stafes.

From 1971-74, the Labor Party held about
thirty of the eight-two seats in State Parliament. In
1974, after a protracted campaign by Premier
Bielke-Petersen  aimed mainly at the Whitlam
Federal Labor government, ALP representation in.
Brisbane was slashed to 11 seats.

National Party propaganda during the period of
the Whitlam government brought together anti-
Canberra, anti-Labor and anti-union sentiment.
This co-incided with general trends in countries

CAROLE FERRIER is editar of the feminis; |

ial
a prominent activis in the Brishane Civil iib;:f:;"éémfafgﬁ”‘ i
JOHN MINNS is on the National Comniittee of the
dnternational Socialists.

with which Australia had economic ties. And it
coineided with an increasing quiescence on the part
ol both former radical activists and the organised
working class.

‘There had been a decling in movement politics
after the Vietnam and Springbok campaipns
during which period Brisbane had been in the for
front aof militant activity. Despite some exceptions
notably the women's movement and struggle:
around black rights, Chile and Timor, the
dominant trend was a general decline in activism

It was only in September 1977, with il
legislation that effectively banned street marches
that a broad movement of opposition re-emerged
The ban was part of a pattern of mounting attacks
on working class living standards and organisation
on both the State and Federal level, which made

ce increasingly imperative.
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TLLecal PROTEST MARCH

Mr. HARTWIG: | ask the Premier: Has
his aitention been drawn to statements in
today's “CourierMail" that studenis and
some unions are planning & march on Thurs-
day o protest against the ban om mirest
demonstrations? Is he aware that the spokes-
man for the Civil Liberties Co-ordinating
Group is quoled as a Ms Carol Ferrier? Is
this the Caral Ferrier who is a well-know
member of the International Socialists—an
extremist revolutionary organisation that
preaches violence? Wll the Premier again
warn the naive, the gullible and the Council
of Churches whom they are asiociating with
and being manipulated by?

Mr. BJELKE-PETERSEN: Yes, Ms
Ferrier is very well known as an extremist,
revolutionary type of individual, and a well-
known member of the International Socialists.
For the benefit of the House, let me read
the aims of the International Socialists as
published in their newspaper “The Baltler”
on 23 July this year—

“Revolution not Reformism—we believe
in overthrowing the capitalist system, not
patching #_up_or lying gradually to
change it. The State—Parliament, Courts,
the Law, police and army—is a wecapon
of capitalist class rule and can never be
used to serve the interests of the working
class. There is no Parliamentary road to
socialism.”

That is the philosophy of these people and
that particular person who belong to the
International Socialists. That is the sort of
erson and organisalion that will be march
ing on Thursday, and is heavily involved in
the ant-uranium issue, East Timor, Peace
and all the other Marxisl-front organisations.
This is why I keep saying that the profest
movement is led by the Communist Party
and others, not by genuine people.

The studenis who teok part in the march a
fortnight ago numbered 300 o a total
of 16,000 at Quecnsland University. Who
was in the front rank of that march, just as
they will he on Thursday? The same old
faces, including that of Mr, Derck Ficlding
of the Council for Civil Liberties. Doesn't
the council have some strange friends in
people such as Ms Ferrier who preach vie-
lence and the violent overthrow of our
societyl Then there was Mr. Grassie of the
International Socialists, Mr. Bradley Bowdena
of the Communist Party Australia, Jim
Alexander of the Communist League, Peter

From Queensland Hansard, 20 Sept-
ember 1977

Why Queensland ?

Why did both the attacks and the
resistance develop so sharply and so
rapidly in Queensland? Certain social
and demographic factors had led to a
weakness of the organised working
class,

With the mechanisation of indust-
ry and farming (especially cane-cutting
and shearing), concentrations of

workers in the State — the north of
which was once known as the “Red
North™ — were broken doen, The main
powerhouses, still centres of great mili-
tancy, are well away from urban
centres. Workers in manufacturing in-
dustry do not make up a large percent-
age of the population of the bigger
cities.

The earlier predominance of rural
workers within the labor movement
had found its reflection in a markedly
right-wing leadership of the ALP.
Significantly, the last Labor Premier of
Queensland was the DLP’s Vince Gair.

Robbers and Cops

The composition of the ruling
class in Queensland differs from that
in the southern states. Predominant
capital interests are much more mining
and rural. They are capital intensive
and thus more efficient, and more
export-oriented than the wrban
manufacturing  which is more
predominant in the south.

Massive mining profits are the
order of the day, while the liberal
bourgeoisie based on manufacturing
capital is small and politically weak.
Manufacturing is scattered throughout
the state, so that large-scale concentra-
tions of workers do not occur.

The small farmer population,
economically uncertain and culturally
backward, are opeén to the “strong
government” law-and-order appeal of
Petersen.

Increasing control of the police
force and its use for political purposes
by the State government has betome
apparent. After the bashing of a
woman demonstrator in 1976, the
quashing of the inquiry by Bjelke-
Petersen led to the resignation of the
Police Commissioner Ray Whitrod,
and his replacement by a government
stooge, Terry Lewis.

In late 1976, the police and army
attack on a commune at Cedar Bay
showed the license allowed by the
State government. The police were
also used in an offensive against the
women's movement; false complaint
legislation was used against a rape
victim in an attempt to establish a test
case, and an anti-rape rally earlier in
the year had been harrassed by police.

From August,  anti-uranium

B\ S

Bjelke-Petarsen: his “law and order™
appeals to the small farmer population

groups had held small pickets at the
wharves during uranium shipments.
One picket of about 200 people was
violently dispersed by police.

Petersen, who was determined to
get uranium exported through Queens-
land ports, justified the ban on
marches on the grounds that it would
prevent “violence™ of the sort that had
occurred in uranium protests “down
south”. (Actually the Queensland
Campaign Against Nuclear Power had
been refused permits to march for
three years anyway.) About the same
time, trade unionist Ted Zaphir was
being prosecuted for attempting to
enforce union membership, and more
prosecutions were threatened

From a Student
Campaign...

In the initial stages the campaign
for civil liberties was built primarily in
the universities. The first three rallies
in September and October 1977 were
all preceded by marches from the
University of Queensland. It was
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MAJOR EVENTS
TO DATE

September 7. September 22: Two marches frnn! Queensland
University blocked by hundreds of police.

i iversity is
October 12: a third march from Queensland University
again stopped; proceeds on the pavement to King
George Square. 3 arrests

October 22: Anti uranium rally with official TLC 5uppc.r(‘
418 arrests made considerable 1mpact with
workers.

November 11: Rally with Citizens for Democracy. Opposed
by TLC and ALP. Arrests. 3

October 30; March with 197 arrests. Proportion of }vorkers
arrested increases dramatically, showing shift from
student base of campaign.

December 3: Rally and march. 210 arrests.

March 5: Rally with march, 50 arrests.

March 12: IWD rally, 49 arrests.

April 1: Anti uranium rally. No march. Pouring rain an
important factor.

April 21: First march on Queensland.

May 1: May Day rally

July 22: Women's liberation rally, 42 arrests.

August 21: Anti-State Government rally combined with anti-
budget rally subsequently called by the TLC, Some
unions stopped work, but 4 hours of speeches
depleted the numbers marching. 129 arrests.

October 30: ALP Senator Georges organised march to State
Parliament to present petition on right to march,

December 7: TLC-sponsored rally further to Oct 30. 346
arrests,

December : Sporadic pickets supported by maritime unions

glside Boggo Road over goaling of union mem-
1s.

1979

January 29: second march on Queensland,
March 15: Public Meeting to plan further rally in April

possible  to hold forams of 400
students at Queensland University and
up to 200 at Griffith. The activists and
the rank and file of the movement
were predominantly students

The unions at first refused to take
up the issue. When a general stoppage
and a 5,000-strong rally were held in
defence of Ted Zaphir, no attempt
was made to link it up with the issue
of the right to march. It may have
been difficult to organise simultaneous
marches from workplaces to the rally
(though wharfies did march to the
rally on the pavement). But officials
actively  discouraged t'=  obvious
opportunity of holding a protest
march from the rally to challenge the
ban..

They also expressed little
solidarity with a student march which,
setting off from Queensland University
in an attempt to join up with the
union rally, was stopped and dispersed
by police. While these student actions
were dramatising the issue, the major
working class organisations were
anxious to aveid “confrontation”.

The predominantly  student
composition of the movement began
to change with the October 22
uranium rally, which had official
union support. Uranium was a widely
understood issue in some sections of
the working class, particularly the
Maritime Unions. The huge tally of
418 arrests on that day created a
sensational impact amongst many
workers,

Another factor was the approach
ing State election on November 12
The election atmosphere brought out
into the open all the stored-up resent
ment workers felt toward Petersen and
the Coalition government. A rally and
march on November 11 was strongly
opposed by the Trades and Labor
Couneil (TLC) bureaucracy and the
ALP. Nevertheless it became the
biggest rally we were able to produce
from the beginning of the campaign
the rally on October 30 1978,

Moreover, of the 197 arrested,
most gave blue-collar jobs as the
occupation,

The third and final factor
producing this influx of workers into

campaign was the active orient
ion toward the working class pursu
by some of the socialist activists in the
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Civil Liberties Co-ordinating Commit-
tee (CLCC). From early October 1977
to the following March alone over 100
job and union meetings were addressed
by civil liberties speakers.

The November 11 rally was
successful enough to embarass the
TLC. They had issued strongly worded
press statements attacking us for going
ahead with the action and possibly
damaging the ALP's chances the
following day. Not only where they
ignored by several thousand of their
members but their fears proved
groundless, There was a ten per cent
swing to the ALP in the Brishane area
and overall a 17 per cent swing against
the Coalition.!

The TLC now felt forced to deal
with us. From this point meetings
between the CLCC and the TLC
became more frequent.

Finally the TLC Executive agreed
to cosponsor a civil liberties rally on
December 3, 1977

DECEMBER 3

Left union officials were to conti-
nue to allege that there was “not a
whisper of union support” for
marches. But the rank and file gave an
impressive demonstration of their
support at a TLC — called delegates’
meeting.

The TLC had put forward a mot-
jon designed to block either a march
or an open platform. This was defeat-
ed despite an attempt by TLC Presid-
ent Hauenschild to mis<all the vote

TLC official support for the
campaign remained on paper only. No
work for the rally was done by
organisers on the job. The rally on
December 3 tumed out smaller than
the previous one. But a good direction
had been set. Civil liberties, the march
ban in particular, had become
established as an issue in many
sections of the working class.

The period from September to
early December 1977 was the first
successful phase of the attempt to win
mass working class involvement in the
campaign.

While the campaign ran down over
the holiday period, speaking tours
built up intra — and inter-state support
that was to lead to marches with
arrests in many other Queensland
centres early the next year. Initiatives

were also taken by other TLCs,
though frequently they were stifled by
the intervention of the Brisbane TLC.
A good example is the New South
Wales Railway Union's plan to stop
the Jubilee train.

MAY DAY

A great deal of effort was put into
building a civil liberties contingent in
the May Day procession.

Several years previously the TLC
had tried to reject an application by
the Communist Party for an official
place in the march and this had led to
the tradition of the ‘red contingent® —
a group of left and far left parties and
movement activists which marched
behind the official section. The result
of civil liberties involvement was the
biggest May Day for years.

Over ten thousand marched,
about half under civil liberties and
anti-uranium  banners. After the
march, the platform was rigidly
controlled with only Hayden, Bums
and the mayor being allowed to
address the crowd. A leading Chilean
trade union official was refused
permission to speak, and a rhetorical
invocation from Bums for women to
come onto the platform revealed itself
as hollow when a few did.3

May day did little to build the
movement. The August 21 rally was
boosted by popular outrage at the
August Federal budget. The TLC de-
cided to combine their action against

the budget with the civil liberties rally.

-2

Most of the 4-5000 who attended
came because of the budget. But, to*
the relief of the TLC, after 4 hours of
speeches few stayed to march. The
stopwork that had been called could
have been built into a mass march, but
only about 500 stayed the course.

Flying Backwards
to the Moon

After August 21 a third very
important and potentially huge phase
of the movement began. The ALP
inner executive had applied for a
march permit for July 7. The permit
was granted. Shortly before the
scheduled march Bumns cancelled it
claiming that he had thereby
demonstrated the selective use of the
permit system.

The whole manoeuvre was greeted
with horror by many members of the
ALP. The press had a field day
claiming that Bumns had agin been
out-manoeuvred by Petersen. The ALP
which had refused to act and had even
consciously obstructed the movement
from the beginning was now backing
down even from a legal march.3

Now dissatisfaction with Bums
over his handling of the civil liberties
issue reached its high point. The
Reform Group, a loose caucus within
the party whose aim was to
democratise its structure and weaken
Trades Hall control, had already
created public cracks in the ALP

International Women§ Day: Brisbane, 1978.
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machine, This together with the long-
term rightward shift of Queensland
ALP and the ALP’s cowardly
stance in relation to the civil liberties
campaign led to the formation of a
small Socialist Left about the middle
of the year with Senator George
Georges as its most prominent leader.
At shout the same time as the
Socialist Left was being formed the
work of civil liberties activists in the
three main maritime unions began to
have a real effect. Maritime unionists
had always been more prominent and
numerous in the campaign than any
other section of workers, There also
was considerable disenchantment with
Bums' weak-kneed and ineffectual

stance.

After August 21 Georges helped
o initiate a new series of meetings —
the Civil Liberties Campaign Group
{CLCG). The CLCG began to organise
another march, this time on State
parliament to present a petition
demanding the right to march and
other democratic rights.

Petersen announced that they
would “no more get to state parlia-
ment than fly backwards to the
moon. The maritime unions
enthusiastically supported the initiat-
ive and called their members out on
strke for the next march date —
October 30,

The new CLCG was able to
organise meetings of up to two
hundred people.¢ October 30 was the
first time in the campaign when a
section of the working class moved
into full-blooded support as an
organised force. The TLC, by contrast,
did nothing.

Maritime workers, after October
30, had become sufficiently involved
in the campaign to want to put real
pressure on the TLC. They had made
up a large part of the Octaber 30
march and rank and file feeling on the
issue was intense. A few days after the
march u joint maritime group mass
meeting of six hundred waorkers
mnmd::dlbm the TLC call another
march and organise it through the
‘union movement. B :

‘meatworkers and large numbers of
police against the export of live
mohilised for the occasion. Forty-five
meatwotkers  were  arrested and
Petersen intervened personally  to
ensure that the trucking companies
carrying the beef would not back
down.

Also, the eleven week brewery
strike was at its height and was still
being supported by near-unanimous
votes of the six hundred brewery
workers.

The upsurge in militancy put the
TLC under pressure from many
different sides. Tt was forced to agree
to organise a march for December 7.
An amendment to the official motion
calling for the TLC to advise affiliates

to call a stopwork for the rally was 3

also carried.

News of the march produced
several weeks of extreme political
tension. The major papers carried
front page reports on the approaching
confrontation and Liberal Party
organisational  director,
Mc Comb called on Liberal parliament-
arians to amend the Traffic Act.

In the last week before the march
Casey, the new parliamentary leader of
the ALP who strongly opposed the
march, tried to take the wind out of
the movement's sails by seeking leave
to introduce an amendment to the
Traffic Act. The amendment was to
secure a return to the original system
of granting march permits.8 Liberal
members blocked with the Nationals

to prevent him moving the amend-
;:hnmm The Liberal Party did not have

independence of action from
Bjelke-Petersen that many of its
supporters liked to believe.

The TLC had not applied for a
permit to march. A permit was offered
by the police for a Saturday aftemoon
when the city would be empty and a
small crowd a certainty. The CLCG
oppased the TLC applying for or
accepting a permit because although
the police were prepared to give the
TLC a permit under certain circumst-

Yvonne
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lesving these other groups without
support, Under pressure from the
Maritime group, Georges and the
CLCG they declined
December 7 was the biggest and

most working class mobilisation the
% campaign had been able to produce.
Over four and a half thousand took
part. Tom Uren, Clyde Holding and
even John Ducker and other southem
politicians and union officials took
4 part. The Queensland pariamentary
+ caucus of the ALP had decided that
ke none of its members would take part.
But many workers showed their
s independence of the Labor leadership
over 70% of the 383 arrested were

blue-collar unionists.*
4 The Queensland media could no
longer afford to give any form of
B9 sympathetic coverage. The mobilisat-
ion had become too much of a threat
not only to the march ban, but to the
whole ruling class offensive. As such it
threatened not only BjelkePetersen
but also the class interests of the
liberal bourgeoisie whom the media
tend to represent.

Since December 7 the campaign

has been kept alive over the Christmas

period by the actions of politicans,
i scamen, whatfies and others who have
refused to pay fines resulting from the
December 7 march and have gone to
jail instead. Each of the Mujitine
unions has stated that they will strike
for as long as any of their members are
in jail. A seamen’s strike for two days
forced the payment of the fines of two
seamen and a two day maritime strike
also prebably freed Georges .12

A public meeting on March 15

will be a lead up to the next rally in
April.

The
Tactical Debate

Within  the Civil  Liberties
Coordinating Committee initially, two
main positions could be distinguished
which had implications for the future
of the campaign.

The position of the Intemational
Socialists was that the ban was one
aspect of the assault on the democratic
rights of those groups which most
needed the streets to express solidarity
and protest: women's liberation

the demonstrators proceeding to Parliament House.

Some of the 700 police who BIg nta



to make the task olear — not to seek

more support on a passive basis but to

ivate the mass support that already
sted.

- Throughout this early period the
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fusal to act by claiming that
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The role of the official trade
union leadership has also been high-
lighted, From outright oppasition to
sluggishness  to grudging  formal
support, their activities have been a
serious  disappointment to countless
rank and file worker militants.

It has not just been a campaign
for the right to march. What has
developed is a movement of opposit-
lon to the State government.
Petersen’s virulent attacks on meat-
workers, his intervention in the
brewery strike, the seamen’s strike
and many other disputes, his attempts
to hobble unions by law and outlaw
compulsory unionism, his blatant use
of the police, his attacks on the
women's movement — all have
ed to drive thousands into an
opposition for which the march issue
is only the most obvious focal point.

The intervention of Senata:
Georges and a small section of the
union officialdom was very important.
It gave some workers a confidence
they might not otherwise have had to
march against the ban.

But fist and foremost the
campaign has been built from the
bottom up. It is the students and rank
and file workers who have been the
key to building it. It is they who must
keep up the pressure. And that means
rank and file organisation independent
of the ALP leadership and union offic-
ials.

Fooinotes

1 The swing against the coalition amount-

ed to over 17% the vote obtained by
the Nationels in the seats previously
uncontested by them is taken subtracted
from the total vote for the coalition.
2 Marshals.after leading the march twice
around the square quickly directed it to
an exist we had never used before and
into a narrow street. It took some time
for enough police to get into a namrow
street. It took some time for enough
police to get o the march to bring the
situation under their control.

3 The Miss May Day contest has at least
been cancelled after several yeams of
protest by the women's movement, A

couple of days after May Day, TLC
Secretary Whitby was reported in the
press as having said that due to Women's
Liberation Movement militancy it would
be discussed in the May Day commitiee
whether women would be allowed to
march in future!

4 The TLC had constricted a list of
thirteen speakers, plus a period of open
platform and a debate on the motion o
march,

5 Bums® explanation, that the whole
operation was deisnged to prove that
although the ALP could get permits
other groups could not, was nol very
widely accepted, Twa explanations were
current: Bums was afraid of lack of
support from ALP members and/or he
was afraid of too much support from the
left and civil liberties activists — which
would mean that the ALP would luse
control of the march.

6 The old CLCC was at this tage unable to
attract more than a doren people to its
weekly meetings.

7 The TLC executive, although it advised
affiliates of the stopwork, was insistent
that it had no power to order affiliates
to hold the strike. The Maritime group
was the only section to order a complete
stoppage. Many other jubs vated to step
but in almost every case this was hecause
the job delegate had read about the
stoppage and the rally in the paper.

B The ALP, TLC, and the Civil Liberties
groups all have policies of oppusitivn to
the permit system as a whaole. All
support the introduction of the South
Australian system.

9 Over one hundred maritime unionists
were arrested.

10 Although the fines have been pud
anonymously there is litue doubt thut
the shipping and docking companics
have chosen to pay the hundreds of
dollars for fines rather than the tens of
thousands lost to them through the
strikes
The ‘right-to-work’ bill was proposed by
Charles Porter, a Liberal MLA strongly
support by Petersen. Its main features
are a prohibition of compulsory union-
ism and heavy penalties for unions which
try to enforee it. So far, the has not
pass. | through parliament and it appears
that Petersen has failed to achieved
consensus in the ruling class on it

The adherents of this position for the

first three months of the campaign

included Hugh Hamilton, State Secretary
of the B.W.LU. and State President of
the Communist Party, all the union
nl‘ﬂmls who attended civil liberties

s, most ALP members and the

t Workers Party. There was

considerable dissatisfaction in the CPA

with this line and a mumber of young
activists left the party. Now the CPA
supports the marches. Only the SWP
maintains an oppositional position and
has expelled members wha participated
in marches, It ceased to play any part in
the work of the campaign from October
1977

=}




A Monolith Crumbles

THE COMMUNIST
PARTY SINCE

THE WAR

by Tom O'lincoh

n 1949, the Communist Party of Australia
had 12,500 members! and represented a sign-
ificant section of militant workers.
Today the party has about 2000 members of
whom at most 400 are active. In Brisbane, once a
major stronghold, it is on the point of organisat-
ional collapse. In Sydney, Eric Aarons conceded in

1977 that only about 60 people were selli
Tribune.? e

What recruitment occurs is largely in the
middle class. Where workers are recruited, it is sel-
dom in the context of militant struggle. And while
a number of trade union positions are still held by
CPA members, these officials are largely beyond
the control of the party.

The history of the Communist Party since

1949 is one of almost continual decline. Yet for a
ﬁ.l'!'le in the early 1970's, things seemed rather
brighter. The departure of the Russian-line stalin-
ists, and a number of dramatic policy changes
raised hopes that the party might be regenerated. A
number of young radicals joined the CPA.

One of the young recruits, Winton Higgins,
wrole in an article entitled “Reconstructing
Australian Communism” that “the CPA is now
demonstrating the potential to lead a viable
communist movement in Australia,’"

The promise has not been fulfilled. A tentative
leftward lurch by sections of the party after 1972
has I_Jeen reversed. Left Tendency leader Rob Dur-
bridge recently warned that the CPA was being
pulled to the right,*

The rot in the organisation has not been

TOM O'LINCOL

N
ant 1n the VETA. "N school tescher in Melbourne ond o mil

topped. Meml::e‘rahip is at an all-time low, and
most of the activists are disoriented and working at

CIOSS purposes to each other,
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Only about 60 people were selling
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The changes of 1207-72 were real
and important. But they did not lead
either o a revival in the party's
fortunes or to a more revolutionary
course. What were those changes
about, and where is the CPA
‘headed?

I think it can be shown that the
‘Changes since 1967 are just anothe
istage in the decline ol the party.
Certainly there were positive elements
‘The CPA faced up to some political
vedlities . It also put an end ot
authoritarian internal regime  th
mostly to replace it with a disorga
nised mess.

But in the realm of theory, the
party replaced old stalinist notions
With' the muost unoriginal left-liberal
and social democratic ideas. That was
hardly an advance

And in some arcas, notably the
unions, many of the worst aspects of
‘party work went unchanged

These are large assertions, but |
think they can be proved. Unfortunat-
ely, I don’t have space to deal with
‘every aspeet of party work, Some very
Wmportant areas have been omitted.” |
have confined  mysell to  four
historical background, party theory
‘Party organisation and the unions

1 -

Historical Background
¢ Both foreign and domestic events
‘shaped the development of the CPA,
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THE EVOLUTION OF WORLD
COMMUNISM

In 1953 the USSR exploded its
first hydr bomb. From that time
Russia in a position to | its
own in world airs
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This task was not made easier by
events in Eastern Europe

In 1956 Khrushchev, in a “secret”
speech which soon became public,
revealed the truth about the repression
of the Stalin period. The revelations
were a blow to the morale of

Communists. But what was 1 WOTSe

was the way the facts eme :

The Kremlin did not give the
Ming
o

e

parties the slightest hint of
revelations. Communists werc
learn the news in the gloating capitalist
press

It was galling indeed for the CPs,

especially  those in Europe who

commanded millions of votes, to b

the ye wsed

e inks were
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THE AUSTRALIAN PARTY AND
THE COLD WAR

The Aust

which was m¢

leftist than many

ed avidly to the militant policy
called Tor by Moscow alter 194
CPA Jaunched a mag
culminate
949
Th

miners
the party

Mo ership fell from 12,000 1o
6000 in a year. The new Menzies

sovernnient announced plms o han

the party. By 1951 the CPA ha

FOR ATTEMPTED MURDER
| OF AUSTRALIAN DEMOCRACY |

Vote:m “NO”
on SEPTEMBER 2ind

Menzies’ attempt to ban the CPA —
“No" propaganda from the 1950:51
referendum campaign
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Contact the International Social-
ists near you:

e
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it
..;P@hmllﬁﬂed its previous militancy and
g % working frantically for unity with

\working class parties and “‘progress-
forces”.
The unity drive was successful in
immediate terms. Menzies' attempts to
the CPA by referendum were
"defeated in a close vote, Membership

The leadership continually reaffirmed
the old perspectives, and harangued
the membership about the need to
build the party. They referred openly
and proudly to their ;
organisation,

“monolithic”

The CPA continued to engage in

such as the left wing industrial unions
often found their work ignored or
treater as less important ;

All in all, the party organisation
appeared to activists too often as an
obstacle to doing real work, Nor did it
help that membership of the CPA

: 4 ; triumphalism; it was “the party of th arried with i 4 : ik
[ ] - de y o party of the  carried with it a stigma in many places
National Office tose by 25 percent in the next few  working class”, whether the workers  As a result, some members were later
l PO B?X 46, ; ears. But in terms of morale and self-  thought so or not. This even extended  to advocate dissolving the party into
Flemington, Vic 3031 ‘conlidence, the party EEKEL recovered to ballot rigging. Daphne Gollan has  the ALP. And the sentiment against
phone 3299872 Jt s from the early fifties that we  explined the mentality behind such of disciplined party organis-
fiotice n almost pathetic desire for  unfortunate tactics, and its conse- ation is very strong today,
Melbourne (Nth and Sth) linity &t all costs, which becomes a  quences: i

Come toour Conference | <" é,,l
3031 5
work.
or phone 387 6351 (North) e 'r:m B (05955 i any case,
543 1081 (South) *Were wiped out by the events of 1956,
Sydney * The Stalin revelations aroused
111 Enmore Rd Newtown NSW bt ﬂﬁignt in party ranks, and the

standard feature of much of the

“Those who argue for adjustment
of union ballots, recognising it as an
evil necessity course, said that
beleaguered we were in the
unions . we could not allow the
enemy into palicy making bodies .

SPLIT WITH THE
MAQISTS, AND A
CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP

The right tum adopted by the
CPs after 1952 did not please all

On April 14 and 15, the IS will be holding its 1979 conference.
It will be attended by IS members trom all over Australia, and
we will be deciding our tactics for the coming year in all the major 2042 or phone 51 3665

After all, the long term objectives

areas of our activity — especially in the struggle against the Fraser
government and in the fight on the job against the bosses.
The Conference is open not only to IS members, but to all

friends of the IS as well.

It will be a great opportunity to meet the people in IS and see

how we operate.

The Conference will be held at:

YWCA 489 Elizabeth St

If you're interested in our activities, and in fighting for a better
world, come to our conference. Give the IS branch near you a call,

Melbourne

and they’ll arrange an invitation.

Workers' Power

Workers' control over the
whole of society: based on
workers' contrel of the factor.
ies and workplaces. Only the
organised working class has
the power io create a society
free of itation, oppress-

Revolution,

not Reformism

We believe in overthrowing the
Fpiu]m system, not patching
it up or gradually trying to
change it,

& ion and want. Russia and
China are not socialist because
they are based on the exploit-
ation of workers by a bureau-

Adelaide
PO Box 139 Unly SA 5061
or phone 49 7939

Canberra

PO Box 1165 Canberra City
ACT 2601

Brisbane

PO Box 99 St Lucia

QLD 4005 or phone 358 3978
Ipswich (Qld)
phone 281 6113
Most branches

meetings — if you're interested
ring them for an invitation.

have weekly

and all oppressed groups, Ra-
cism sexism and discriminat-
ion against migrant peoples are
all pillars of the capitalist sys-
tem. We are opposed 1o the
sacial persecution of homo-
sexuals.

R

A socialist eannot
SUrvive in one country. It must
help build revolutions in other
countries or it will be defeated

Party :
To smash the capitalist state,
we need a revolutionary party,

wials are unwilling. We work tc
bring them under rank and file
control,

1.S. Works

. 10 build a revolutionary
party out of the struggles
workers are waging today. We
fight for a program of indust-
rigl and social demands that

cratic ruling class, like the Russian revolution of ~ O'B4Nised and built in the can  sirengthen the  sclf
— 1917 We are building an in- workplaces. Without a reval-  confidence, organisation and
el o ternational movement, oppos.  UNODAIY party, the struggles  sochalist consciousness of the

X €d to patriotism and working of workers will be erushed. warking class
The state parliament, courts, 0 o national
u'; IA»:i is @ weapon of clags  divisions, Rank and File
fule and can never be
BAEEITE o St -
I T i

socialism,_ For women, black: ons i
3 oA G i L mlfnmn the bosses when tne paid offj. JOIN Usl!
o Laa sy L1 P w 8

. Hungarian crisis caused an uproar.

numbers of members left or
were expelled. The leadership attemp-

" ed to portray the losses as limited to a
ﬁvunreliﬂhle intellectuals:

“We lost a handful of people who
went out of the party because they
guccumbed to revisionist influ-
ences."®

 But the truth was different. Many

~ workers were also lost, though they
resigned more quietly and were less
likely to formulate their reasons
‘elearly. The case of West Como branch
~in Sydney shows the nature of the
. One intellectual was expelled,

~and the whole branch of 16 members

mplly collapsed. As two ex-
ers of the branch wrote
“In fact, W.Como branch was made
* made up mostly of industrial work-
‘€5 . . . in a primarily working class
. area ..., West Como branch is now
~ almost non-existent, with a total of
. two members . .. A branch destroy-
s #d — and the C.C. can boast of
o another complete victory.””

I;‘TY LIFE DURING THE COLD

As early as 1951, party leaders
‘noted a tendency for the member:
| to become ingrown, “seeking the
fnfort of like-minded people” and
to recruit® Those who
ed in the party after 1956 felt
more beseiged and isolated.
In the short term the result wasa
it into dogmatism, and an
1 to tighten up the organisation.

of the socialist movement could not
be jeopardised by the errors or fail-
ures of our short term policies, or
halted because the rank and file
were temporarily misled by the
overwhelming barrage of lies from
the reactionaries The use of dis-
honest expedients to gain fir
brought its own punishment
time gained never was used to
sess policies.

“Adjustment of ballots continued,
with the hope that sooner or later
the rank and file would catch up,
come to realise the correctness of
party policy. Needless to say, the
perspectives of party and masses,
far from converging drew further
apart."?

Frequently  “party building”
amounted to counterposing the organi-
sation to real work. A veteran Comm-
unist explained it this way:

“For a long time we had Party-
building drives in themselves
narrow, inward-looking absorbing
a great deal of time of most memb-
ers of local organisations in a fruit-
less search for a magic formula;
while on the other hand, a thinning
band of mass workers, who were
gaining valuable experiences among
real people, where becoming more
and more frustrated. Nobody was
interested in what they were doing;
it didn't seem to have any bearing
in the arid atmosphere of local dis-
cussions.”"!?

Moreover, activists who didnt
happen to be in the glamour areas,

Communists, In Australia, top party
leaders such as Lance Sharkey and Ted
Hill had traditionally disliked accomo-
dation to social democracy, and were
suspicious of the parliament.ry road
to socialism.

When China split with Russia in
the late fifties and early sixties, Peking
appealed to these feelings, Its position
won considerable sympathy in
Australia. Sharkey eventually fell into
line with Moscow, but Hill led some
200 people out of the party in Victo-
including prominent union offic

ials and functionaries.

The split had profound consequ-
ences, Sharkey, already in poor health,
was politically

disoriented by the

Lance Sharkey, CPA National
Secratary
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struggle between Peking and Moscow.
The leadership of the faction fight fell
o a group around Laurie Aarons.

In Victoria, there also emerged a
new leadership. A group around Bernie
Taft, Rex Mortimer, Ralph Gibson and
John Sendy replaced the departing Hill
Eroup.

Mortimer  and  Taft  were
profoundly influenced by the ideas of
the Ttalian party. For some time they
had followed its development, which
was showing the early signs of what we
now call Eurocommunism. From the
PCl they got two ideas which had
immediate importance fur the CPA:
independence from Moscow, and a
lowsening of parly organisation.

In the period after the split, the
Victorian leaders and their paper The
Guardian hecume pioneers in  the
party. Rex Mortimer entered into a
dialogue with Melboume Jews about
Soviet anti-semitism. While he still
apulugised for Soviet policy , he apenly
admitted the existence of antisemit-
ism in the USSR, and called for &
vigorous campuign to eradicate it

In 1966 for the first issue of
Australian Left Review, John Sendy
wrote an article attacking monolithism
in the CPA.

The Aarons leadership in Sydney
had a less coherent viewpoint. They
and their supporters moved much
more impressionistically toward a new
policy. As their ideas developed, they
showed a marked tendency to liberal
humanism - something we’ll look at
below.

F. Hill, CPA Victorian §
retary and leader of pro-Peking split.

Just as important as the changing
ideas of the leaders was 2 ferment
among the rank and ftile. The old
leadership, which  had possessed
massive  personal authority  for
decades, had suddenly been replaced.
Neither Aarons nor Taft could assume
the old role of Sharkey or Hill, 1

At the same time, Peking had split
with Moscow. No longer was there one
source of wisdom for the world move-
ment, Communists would simply have
to think for themselves. Alas, after de-
cades of stalinist dogmatism, few of
them were able to come up with more
than liberal commonplaces.

CPA Theory:
From Stalinism
to Liberalism

In 1958, Laurie Aarons wrote a
scathing indictment of liberal ideas,
which he paraphrased as follows:

“There is no need for a social revol-
ution to achieve socialism, which
will come gradually. The working
class does not need to set up its
own political power, its own state
organisation to consolidate its rule
and build socialism.

“Not the class struggle but propa-
ganda truths and moral maxims will
bring about socialism. From this it
follows that not the working class
but intellectuals are the leaders of
the socialist cause.”

“These and similar ideas are called
‘revisionism’ . , . "1
By the midsixties, the Aarons
group itself was moving rapidly toward
such ideas. Lacking the sophisticated
camouflage which the Victorians got
from the PCI, the Aaronsites began to
raise blatantly liberal concepts.
Because the Aarons group are the
national leadership, and because the
pattem is clearest in their writings, |
have concentrated on them in this
section.

VALUES REVOLUTI NI
COALITION OF THET%#I’ 5
Eric  Aarons, rejecting crude
stalinist ideas, hzg'm to study philo-
sophy seriously in the 1960's. He was
most. d by liberal philosopl

He concluded.

sthere was no likelihood that the
burgeoning knowledge in this and
other fields could be squeezed with-
out damaging surgery into any glass
slipper, however elegant and that
the easy divisions into ‘bourgeois’
and ‘proletarian’ ideology we were
in the habit of making were a major
aspect of confining thought within
old pre-determined bounds and
could no longer be accepted in that
form."1 2

The result of his studies was a
book called Philasophy for an Explod-
ing World, in which he broke openly
with the Marxist view of the class
struggle. In its place he put a “values
revolution™, and in place of the Marx-
ist philosophical method he put plural-
ism:

“ it is not ‘the workers’ or ‘the
intellectuals’ or any other stratum
as such, but the revolutionary
minded elements from among them
all that must make themselves into
a social force."!?

SPluralism has come to stay in pol-
iticalcommittment, in life style, and
in philosophy and theoretical ap
proach in general. A common core
of thought and feeling which can
only spring from shared values must
be achieved . . . This process would
be hampered rather than furthered
by attempts to constrict it within a
highly ordered edifice of thought
and organisation,” ! 4

These ideas found their strategic
expression in the concept of the
“Coalition of the Left”, adopted at
the 1967 Congress. The Coalition
concept derived partly from old
Popular Front notions, and some
members thought it was just a contin-
uation of past practice. After all, it
called for a coalition of all the tradit-
fonal “progressive” forces, with & few
new ones thrown in.

But there were important differ-
ences. For one thing, the new concept
represented a big step toward &
gradualist theory of the transition to
socialism — something we'll look at
below. For some of the other differ-
ences, look at this excerpt from Laurie
Aarons’ speech to Congress:

“New features of this concept can
be seen if we consider the ideas

in the present Party

—

program:

iguch experiences, together with
frank and free discussion of policy
and aims by all sections of the
jabour movement will ultimately
lead to the formation of a single
mass working class Party based on
“fhe principles of scientific social-
ism.'

‘and

'[trnnsrormation) % will be poss-
ible through the strength of the or-
anised working class firmly united
and in alliance with the small farm-
ers, under the leadership of the
‘marxist party and with the organ-
ised co-operation and support of
' the majority of the people.’

Scompare this with the concept in
“Towards a Coalition of the Left’
“This eo-operation in action for soc
" al change (by working class partics)
" would continue as the centre of
different social and  political
groupings which would share the
"leadership of the new society

“These may well include besides
trade unmions and other pcople's
organisations, other political parties
‘which formed to represent inter-
ests of classes and social groups
other than the working class.”"15

- The working class character of the

strategy is diluted, and the leading role
the revolutionary party goes right
9 : ien

< -
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M the 1860's, Eric Aarons broke openly with the Marxist view of class struggle
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arliamentary committee.”! ®

Finally, the draft insisted that
under socialist rule, anti-socialist
parties would be guaranteed their
freedom. The stalinist minority was
able to demolish this formulation.
Their critique is interesting:

“Is it fair to say ‘the Communist
party should be legal under capital-
ism, but the capitalist parties
should mot be legal under social-
ism?" Ome could give a quick mech-
anical ‘no’. But it is a dialectical
‘answer we want and that answer is
‘the working class is the rising new
force, the capitalist class is the dy-
ing, old force which nevertheless
will fight desperately to turn back
history's clock. Therefore the fight
for a legal Communist Party under
capitalism serves human progress,
The fight to prevent the capitalists
forming parties under socialism to
rally their forces and bring back
capitalism also serves human pro-
gress,” Are we then for human pro-
gress, or ‘nice’ ‘democratic’ but
nonsensical formulas of a fair go for
all — worker and boss alike?"19

This position is theoretically
superior to that of the Charter. What is
wrong with it, of course, is that it
equates the Soviet regime with social-
ism. But then so did the Aaronsites.

The same problem arose over the
invasion of Czechoslovakia. The CPA
rightly opposed the invasion, at the
cost of a major split in its ranks, But it
did so on liberal-democratic grounds,
attempting to turn Lenin himself into
aliberal:

*“Self-determination is one of the
‘main principles, not something of
Telative importance. Lenin regarded
it as the principle of democracy in
relation to the national question, an
essential part of the democracy he
considered the key question in the
strugele for socialism, 20
Here too the stalinists, unfortun-
ately, were theoretically superior,
They replied with a quote from Lenin:
- But no Marxist, without flying in
 the face of Markism and socialsry
 generally, can deny that the inter-

. gits af socillam are higher than the
s
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‘meeting of the National Executive of the Communist Party of Australia held
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then clearly saied i con.
tinued il

Communist
Patiys program and pli
e

Statement
The CPA stand, bswed

(Command o Pups §)

SYDNEY PUBLIC MEETING

Sunday, August 25, 3 p.m.

Mear Communist Party speakers L Asrans, P, Clan
Salmen and others on the Carchoslovik srisls,
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being arranged.

hemlsient pollcy w milomal lndrpendrecs
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Tribune denounces the invasion of Czechoslovakia — but on liberal-
demacratic grounds

nore the sovereignty of neighboy

itlss it aekn b
struggle against invaders. The answer
1o the stalinists was that the Sovict
mopme (ol 958 S state

By contrast revolutionary marx-
ists point out the class nature of the
state. Democracy under capitalism,
l;lmver far it is extended, remains

capitalism and imperialism, not sogial-
s o e

THE STATE AND S0CIAL

for the bourg 2
The clearest proof was the case of

- Chile. There the Allende government

argued that the state could be mani-
pulated in favour of the workers, and
that the army would remain neutral.
ﬂﬂW’WMns they were!

But the CPA responded to the

%&3 Chile by defending Allende’s

°gY in an article by Eric Aarons:
“'&ﬂﬂ.(ll‘ a5 one can judge, the strate-
‘of the Papular Unity was correct
~enough in the respect that they
- planned to use (and did use) various

WS . . . to erode the economic
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of capital, and to assist mass

h'uns‘ L

ey also spoke (sic) of not ulti-
ly (sic) counting on the neutra-
of the army or adherence to
law' by the opposing classes ™

anwhile Allende was inviting
‘generals into his cabinet!
\ Aarons criticised Allende’s Popul-
‘Unity movement only in mild
referring to a “hesitation in
sufficiently on the workers and
parent (sic) failure of woik in the
forces”.2? And part of his criti
was from the right. There was
anism toward the church, he

was regrettable,

Nor should the later consequences
of such a political evolution to a
& party as revealed in the Sov-
Union in particular be forgott-
e

arently Aarons was more

d about the hypothetical danger

nism than about uniting the left

he face of fascist attack.

‘What lessons for socialist strategy

- we leam from Chile? Virtually
it seems:

I8 most one can say is that a
ibination of all available means,
ith flexible shifting from one to
18 other as occasion demands, will
obably emerge.”"2%

To draw lessons from Chile would
the reformist theories of the

These theories are usually kept as
e as possible, but Eric Aarons
& their meaning clear enough in an
Ie in 1978, Taking his cue from
communists, he argued that
alist state had changed. Its
ons now contained large
of employees, who can be
ed against the system. This
t possible to democratise the

fortunately for Aarons, he
an example which wrecks his

Aare even examples in history

€8 — the ultimate core of the

— being influenced by the pre-

B social sentiment and

aitu’a:.ion to refuse to fire
"

But there is nothing new in armies
behay that way. Whole sections of
the Russian army € over to the
revolution in 1917. Would Aarons
draw reformist conelusions for 19177
Lenin certainly did not. He say
ing over sections of the
as part of the

Similarly y. Th
numbers of public emplo
be organised agai
marxist concept of smasl
does not exe
Organising th Smash the state
means, not shooting the emplo
but liquidating the upper echelons and
authoritarian structures. And these
have by no means become more demo.
cratic. Ask any public servant

Aarons  also another
“change” in the capitalist state

4]
e are large
es who can
alism. The
hing the state
ed demands

w

Allende’s presidential palace burns as
the military takes power. But ths CPA

draws virtually no lessons for socialist
stratagy from Chile

The claimed ‘impartiality’ of the
stale, which is a vital ideological
;\mr_v . . has to be given some lip
service, This creates avenues for
ideas and actions which don’t prop
up the existing order."27

Here again, Aarons stumbles over
his own example. There is nothing new
about this claimed impartiality. It has
always existed, and has always opened
up contradictions which revolutionar-
ies can exploit. But it remains only a
claimed impartiality which has to be
exposed. It does not represent a demo-
cratisation of the state,

The most amazing part of the
article concerns the transition to socia-
lism. Aarons paraphrases Lenin's The
Stare and Revolution

“The state consists, | Lenin) pointed
out, of a separate, a special body of
people whose function is to rule
The aim of marxists in respect to
the state is not to make it all
powerful, but to ‘do away’ with it
“How can this be done? L, having
everyone partake of the function.”
]

Anyone who has read Lenin’s
pamphlet will recognised the fraudul-
ence of this passage. The whole work
was aimed against the idea of demo-
cratising the existing state. Lenin is
talking about democracy in the
workers’ state which follows revolut-
ion,

Aarons makes it seem as if Lenin
is discussing “the state™ in the abstr-
act. But in The State and Revolution
Lenin pointedly differentiates himself
from the reformists on just this point
He always asked: whose state? demo-
cracy for whom?

The Eurocommunists have begun
to break openly with Lenin for
precisely this reason. Aarons prefers to
distort him. Fortunately he is too
clumsy to get away with it.

Party Organisation:
From
Monolith to Swamp

Dave Davies once tald how he had
trouble finding the question mark on
an unfamiliar typewriter. “Ah,
comrade”, said a young smart alec
“It’s an old typewriter — about your
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New Course say this:
“‘government bureaucracies
the corporations and . iu(h per-
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poor and wage earners. It says also
that parliament cannot properly
flect popular needs because of all

this.’

And in the New Course itsell we
read:

«The government should use the

powers it already has to secure

maximum control over the mmmg,

resources/energy sector.

Clearly the existing Parliament is
to be used, though the government
bu acy is a problem.

Of course the document also
speaks of the need for a mass move-
ment, The model is the Coalition of
the Left; analli trade unions,
citizens’ and con:
and the social movements' .
original Coalition proposals, the role
of a revolutionary pa submerged.
We read:

“These movements . . . must artic-
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Let’s look at the most important
ents, the trade unions.

st institutions with a

to reproduce existing

‘Irud\lr s and ideology — a fact noted
o by Lenin and Gramsei. 5° To

workers beyond trade unionism

The g Des on to say
that the movements to “link the
present and l]ll future™, and “become

For Lenin, and for

als cannot be achieved

out building a mass workers'
ich links up the militants in

und a revolutionary

Bm the CPA does not believe it
can build such a party

“Ohviously it is not a project for
the Communist Pa Australia

Because the CPA doesn’t feel up
to building the party anymore, it
L
revolutionary consciousness 10

ty of political and social forces”.

In 1968, bune published
comments from outside the party on
the CPA’s new policies. Dr.

Duncan of Melhourne University was
allowed to publish these approving
remarks in the centre pages;

“Certainly the Marxist teeth have
been dra.\.'n and the new model
Australisn Communist Party has
moved explicitly into the main-
stream  of Western Democratic
theary. We are all bourgeois gentle-
men now."'$3

Ten years later that could still
stand as the last word on the party’s
much-heralded “new course™.

There are still excellent militants
in the party, and some who serious
about socialist revolution. It is essent-
ial to convince them to get out of the
CPA, and join the fight for a revolut-
jonary altemative. It is for that reason
thi; le was written.
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