


THE UNITY QUESTION

REPORT of DEBATE
between

E. E. JUDD, (S.L.P.) & A. S. REARDON (A.S..P.-)

INTRODUCTION.

The following is & report of the debate between represen-
tatives of the Socialist Labor Party of Australia and the Aus-
fralian Socialist Party, at the A.S.P. Hall, Pitt St., Sydney,
on October 8, 1917.

Comrade J. O. Moroney, General Secretary S.L.P., who
was Chairman, said that the debate had been L:rlgmally fixed
for 13th August, but it had been postponed on account of the
great industrial convulsion. [he A.S.P. Executive had
accused the S.L.P, of ‘‘fail.ng to show a spirit of umity,’’ The
S.L.P. replied that the statement was false, and challenged
the A.S.P. to annoint a representative to prove its statement
before the members and sunnorters of both narties.  The
A.S.P. accepted the challenge to nrove its statement that the
S.L.P. had “failed to show a spirit of unity.”” That state-

ment is the subject of debate.
; Comrades in charge of the case will give all the details
and it is only my duty to open the question for debate, to main-
tain order and to keep the speakers to the time limit of their
addresses. Mr. Judd is to aren the subject in a thirty minutes
lead, that limit of time having been arranged; and if he takes
up more than that limit the time so taken up will be deducted
from the time given for his reply. After that Mr. Reardon
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as to speak first, Com. Reardon’s seconds have insisted that
speak first.

I hope that unity of all Socialists who believe in S.L.P. i‘

principles will result from this debate. We should aim at
- becoming a very powerful section of the new International.
That can only be achieved by organisinig on scientific Socialist
principles.
_ Divorce cases prove that two parties often come together.
“under a single name and fail to achieve unity and harmony.
- Two factions under a single name is not unity. I want to see %
~unity in name, un1ty m structure, and harmony in action. We
- should aim at securing the compactness of a cannon ball. As
parties coming together without understanding each other,
and knowing each other’s past, often leads to estrangement,
1 will proceed to explain the past of both parties, and the :
z cause of the unity deadlock.

EPITOME OF THE HISTORY OF THE S.L.P,

~ The Australian Socialist League—now the Socialist Labor
Party of Australia—was established in 1887. ;
© U, to the year 1897, the A.S.L. was practically the.
‘advance wing of the Political Labor Mov ement, its members
being the most active and aggressive within the Political
Labour League, giving support to the Labour Party on the
political field. Qm‘mhsm as then understood, was propagated
by the A.S.L., and a rule of the [eague’s Constitution (which
‘was not enforc ed) prohibited its members from supporting any
_other political party.

: In the year mentioned (1897), after the Federal Conven- .
__hon election, the [.abour Movement was a most lifeless thing,
‘both politicallv and industrially; whilse the A.S.I.. was a mere
“handful. Finding themselves outvoted by the vote-catching
policicians and their supporters on all questions of Socialist g

principles, the most advanced members of the A.S.I.. working
within the P.L..I.. found it imperative to pull out. With the
~ final severance of the A.S.L. from the P.L.L., the Svdnge ;
~ membersh; p decided to reshape the movement and place the

e I.eeague on a more scientific foundation. : oyt

.
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ery Federal Senate Election on .a Revolutlonary platform.
- each Senate Election (1914 excepted) it has nominated the
1 ticket of three and paid the penalty of £75 on each
1sion for the right of political expression at the ballot box,
addition to the expenses of the campaign.

’Though small in numbers, the A.S.L..-S.L.P. had carried on
ntinuous propaganda since. 1897, by means of its platform
d Press, through the medium of its N.S.W. and Victorian
anches. The S.L.P.—as the pioneer organisation and the

rominent place in the history of the Socialist movement in
g&i country.

1.8.C.—S.F.A.——A.S.P.

"FORMATION OF THE S.D.F.

About the early part of 1907, J. J. Morrish (ex-member of
e A.SL., H E. Holland (ex-member of the A.S.L. and ene
ime joint editor of its official organ, ‘' The People’’) and others
rmed the Social Democratic Partywhich H. E. Holland
fterwards reorganised into the International Socialist Group
'hlch i1s now the Sydney Branch of the Australian Socialist

: S.F.A. FORMED.

In 1907, Tom Mann, of the Sociahst Party of Victoria,
called a Conference of all bodies in Australia claiming to stand
for Socialism. The Conference met in Melbourne, 1907. The
: .L.P. Delegates (J. O. Moroney and T. Batho) placed the
- “§ L P. position before the Conference. As the S.I..P. was the

¥ ost scientific organisation represented, and the only organ-

chieved by political means alone, and the only organisation
-advocated the economic orgamsatlon of the working-class
e 1905 Preamble of the L. W.W., its Delegates insisted
the only scientific basis of unity was for the other Socialist
es to accept the Revolutionary principles, methods, and
s of the S.L.P. The Conference refused to agree to that
basis of unity, only the S.L.P. Delegates voting for it.

t scientific expression of Socialist thought —holds the most

ion that had recognised that Socialism could not be
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UNITY CONFERENCGCE, 1912. e

If further proof of this partisanship of the A.S.P. towards
“‘Bummery'’ is needed, we can quote from incidents of the
ty Conference between the A.S.P. and the S.L.P., May
e, 1912. The S.L.P. recognised that the existence of two
cal parties claiming to be Socialist (although it was m
way responsible for the second party) could not but have
sastrous effects in retarding the Socialist movement. There:
re, with a desire to end this disunity, the S.L.P, appointed
ree delegates (Coms. R. Dade, A. Edwards, and H. Ostler)
confer with three delegates from the A.S.P. to see if some
sis of umity could be arrived at. The Delegates met and
conferred, but witheut the desired result. A deadlock was
reached at the outset on the question of Industrial Unionism.
The S.L.P. Delegates msisted that one of the principles to form
asis for unity of the two parties must be a.recognition and
‘endorsement of the original Preamble of the I W.W. This the
.S.P. Delegates were not prepared to accept, although two
them were disposed to be indifferent as to which TLW.W.
~was endorsed. H. E. Holland opposed the endorsement, men- =
daciously termed it ‘‘the De Leon LW.W.,”” and came forth =
th devious suggestions.  Of course, the S.L.P. Delegates
ould not recede from their position on the . W.W. Preamble,
‘which stands for both political and industrial action, recog-
nising that if there was to be any unity of the Socialist forces
ere must be a certain degree of homogenity among the ele-
ents composing the united Party; and with the A.S.P. Dele-
ates leaning towards the ‘Bummery,” there was nothing for
e S.I..P. Delegates to do but withdraw.

1913-14 UNITY NECOTIATIONS.

As a result of the A.S.P. inviting the S.L.P. to confer with
‘ the question of unity, a conference of delegates from
Tpartics was held at the Queen’s Hall, Sydney, on 10th
svember, 1913, i

.P. proclaimed its partisanship with the “Bumme-ky“.i_ii--
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-printing plant owned by an outside organisation for
-owned plant, our Executive rejected the proposal—
ixecutive’s action was endorsed by the Party. Thus
e 1913-14 Unity negotiations.

DEMOCRATIC PROPOSAL OF THE S.L.P.

e next attempt to achieve Unity was initiated by the
Conference of the S.L.P., held at Easter, 1915, That
ice was of the opinion that as the S.L.P. and A.S.P.
es had failed to achieve Unity, that the fairest and
mocratic method—and the quickest way to achieve
would be to place all the vital facts in connection with
nisations before the members of both parties. With
t in view the following proposal was adopted:—
“In order that the membershin of the S.L.P. and
_P. shall clearly grasp all the vital facts in connection
both organisations—including the cause of the dead-
of the unity negotiations—that the Executives of the
ve-mentioned parties agree to prepare and publish a
ment on behalf of their respective organisations mn
e People’ and ‘International Socialist’ respectively
“In the event of the proposition being accepted by
S.P., the S.L.P. to open the discussion, which, in
to prevent the party statements being obscured, to
imited to official statements until its conclusion.”’
that when one Party published its offic.al statement,
Party was to republish it the followmg week, then
the reply, which was to be republished by ‘the first
following week, and so on until the official statements
od: After the S.I.P. Conference decisions were rati-
“its membership, the proposal was forwarded to the
This proposal should have enabled the membership of
arties not only to have understood the cause of disunity,
have achieved Unity. Could we have made a fairer
The A.S.P. agreed to the proposal.  On September 9th
blished our statement and sent copies of .t to the. A.S.B. o
nstead of publishing our statement the following week
hey had agreed -the A.S.P, officials did not publish even
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request was never complied with. The whole of our
statement was suppressed. On different occasions,
suppression of our official statements, the A.S.P.
cked members of the S.L.P. through the columns of
rnational Socialist’” and suppressed their replies.
t fair? ‘

e case of our official statements, the A.S.P officials

d their agreement, suppressed more than half our
tement on Unity and lied about 1t, and suppressed the
f dur second statement. The S.I..P. honoured the
nt, published every word of the A.S.P. statement, and
 its power to place all the important facts before the
of both parties in order to achieve Umty. Is there
e in the audience—I know Comrade Reardon would
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he agreement by the A.S.P. officials as a manifes-
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P. AND UNITY ON THE INDUSTRIAL FIELD.

7, the S.L.P. realised the vital necessity of the class-
Revolutionary, economic organisation of the work-
It realised, as the late Danie] De Leon of our Party
jca said in his address entiteld “Unitv,” that the eco-
‘arm is indispensable to the Revolutionary act of taking
ng the plants of production, and 1s the frame of the
ent of the Co-operative Commonwealth. Since then
07) the S.I.P. has done all in 1ts power to establish
d up a sound economic organisation on the industrial
Eeused the ILW.W. (1905 Preamble) Club to be
on the 22nd October, 1907. Since that date the =
members assisted to form Clubs in Melbourne, West =
, Cessnock, and Lithgow. :
has advocated the organisation of the working-class on

International Industrial Union—Club free space iy
ople,” and assisting it to secure literature,

For over ten years the

at Preamble of the I.W.W, giving the LW.W.—now
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ed by Everitt and other members of the A.S.P. for
val W.I.I.U. organisation here was that the exist-
psation had not got ‘“‘authority’” and a “‘Charter”
rica. They said, in effect, that they had got a piece
rom America that the existing organisation (I.W.W.
Club) had not, Therefore, they contended, they
fied in forming a rival organisation.
» scientific Socialist 1s living in a country in which
an organisation based upon the principles in which
should he join that organisation or organise a rival
- If he wished to act in the best interests of our
would join the existing orgamisation. If he wished
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—he would organise a rival organisation.

ne has said that Com. Everitt’s action in stabbing
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nnual Conference last Good Friday (April Gth),
the possibility of effecting a unity that would
- forces here and serve as an example for Social-
States and other lands, we acted with alacrity.
t the A.5.P. had done, and the fact that we were
~a strenuous Federal Senate election fight, we
egates, and asked the A.S.P, delegates to meet
er Monday. This they willingly agreed to. On
y 'g&prﬂ 9th) the following delegation met at the
—A.S.P.: Coms. Neilson, Reardon, and Everitt;
Moroney, Klausen, and Judd. In the discussion
he A.5.P. delegates said they had no objection to
he name of the proposed united party. Com.
id: “'If we accept the Socialist Labor Party as the
- unity party, there is no reason why our party
me over to the S.L.P."”” I replied that I knew of
on why his party should not, and asked him if he
good reason why his party should not. He re-
o not.” I then suggested that we recommend
e Exegutives that three delagates be appomted
xecutive to meet and draft-a basis of unity—
matters as the name of the party and paper—
h proposals to the Executives for endorsement.
‘such proposals being endorsed by both Execu-
submitted to the general membership of both,
atification. I also proposed that the delegates

ing Sunday (15th April). To these proposals
egates willingly agreed. Our Executive not only
. Klausen, Ostler, and myself to meet the
, but gave us a free hand. On Sunday morn-
, we met Coms. Reardon, Thomas, and Everitt.
asis of unity: ‘“That we unite on the principles

ific Socialism, ‘and in the recognition and
the Preamble of the W.I.I.U.. as adopted by
ference in 1905 ..and amended by the General
ptember, 1915.” That was readily agreed to
egates. I then moved: “That the name of

be ‘The Socialist Labor Party of Australia.* "
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‘whatever the A.S.P.’s past had been, it was
he same position as to principles, policy, and
@ S5.1..P. has held to all along the line. 1f that is
ompels the public admission and recognition of
‘the adoption of the name S.L.P. as the name of
gy WFurther; that as the S.L.P, has a clean
e AS.P. has not, the A.S.P. is not giving away
it is achieving a gamn i adopting the name S.L.P.
then said he thought the S.1..P. should give way
e of umty.”’
that the creation and perpetuation of the A.S.P.
rt of the anti-political T.W.W. were crimes against
“class. The A.S.P. delegates admitted that that
hey also admitted that the S.L.P. had heen right
I then said, ‘‘You admit that the S.L.P. has been
A.S.P. has been wrong, vet you ask that which
have been right to give way to that which you
heen wrong! Why should right give way fto
sfore we adjourned that evening Coms. Reardon,
MeDonald agreed to recommend to their Executive
at the name ‘‘Revolutionary Socialist.” As we
ing Com. McDonald said to his co-delegates:
e is here! We are the Executive! We may as
the name now!"”” Com. Reardon said, “‘Our proxy
not here.”

A.S.P. delegates informed us at the next Unity
“meeting that their Executive still insisted upon the
ternational Socialist,”’T said that I was prepared
their Executive and give reasons why the name
v Socialist”” should be adopted. At the follow-
of our Executive (Friday, May 11th) 1 was
attend the A.S.P. Executive meeting next day.
Hiscussion at the A.S.P. Executive meeeting | was
find Coms. Reardon and Everitt opposing the name
Unity Conference they had agreed to recom-
goutive to accept. As Com. Klausen said at the
e, we placed all our cards upon the table and
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CONCLUSION,

i, | will briefly summarise some of the most
As the 5.L.P. was i existence, the formmg
wal Socialist organisation was agamst the
alist unity. Its perpetuation as a rival
ation has been, and is, against the principle of
~ The A.S.P. support of the anti-political
the original [.W.W. was a crime agamst the
and was agamst the principle of scientific
The suppression of the S.L.P. unity state-
dishonouring of an agreement and the lying by
ials was not a manifestation of the “‘spint of
unching of a rival W.I.I.U. organisation at
ecember by members of the A.S.P. was not a
f ‘‘the spirit of unity.’”” A.S.P. representatives
g S.L.P. has been right and that the A.S.P. has
Yet the A.S.P. Executive demands that the
ive way to it on the name of the paper.
greatest Socialist demands 1s that wrong
7 to right. Acting i accord with that demand,
A.S.P. go to Newtown Bridge and other places
ople that things that are wrong, such as the
pitalism, should give way to things that are right,
Socialist movement and Socialism.  One would
et that when the A.S.P. is in the wrong it would
o do what it demands of others when they are °
~ But its Executive demands in the case of the
e great Socialist demand must be reversed, and
admits to be right, give way to that which it
wrong. If the A.S.P. was in the right, and the
wrong, would the A.S.P. give way? No! Then
ks the S.L..P. to do that which—were it i the
—it would refuse to do.

P. Executive adm:tted that it could not suggest
s than the ‘‘Revolutionary Socialist.”” Although
ered to drop the name ‘‘The People,” under
ublished its ideas for nineteen years, and sug-
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ar.) It is now twelyve months since [ re-
ocialist Labor Party, and as it may be of
5 discussion on Unity, [ will take the oppor-
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: 1Hth October, 1916,

yd ,ey Branch, S.L.P.
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pposed to the S.L.P.’s attitude re Unity, and

sing the action of Melbourne Comrades
in fact partly responsible for said action,

t I moved the amendment in Melbourne
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Branch insisting on the Party again attempting to bring
about Unity, I herewith beg to tender my resignation from
the S.L..P. The ultra-conseryvative stand adopted bv the
Party, together with the refusal to publish correspondence
on Unity, which is tantamount to a stifling of discussion
on the subject renders the efforts of individuals in this
essential direction futile, and a waste of time; hence,
Comrades—'‘Ave atque vale!!"
Yours for a United working-class,
: ATSIEVEY-REARDON.

And so I became a member of the Australian Socialist Party.

I was not acquamted with much of its history at the time, and
I thank Mr. Judd for acquainting me with it. This I am
acquainted with, however, that the A.S.P. has the true-going
revolutionary spirit, and I challenge any member of the S.L.P.
to show me one point in connection with it where it fails to
come up to the requisite standard of a straight-out Revolution-
ary Socialist organisation. I refer you to the paper of the
Party, and I challenge any man to show me an organ higher
m tone than the “International Socialist,” or one of a higher
educational vaule, in the world of Socialist periodicals. When
I listened to Com. Judd I was interested in what he had to tell
us of our past history; I was particularly struck with one
peculiar idea. If T am correct, Mr. Judd was origmally
brought up in the Christian faith, has been deeply inured in
that faith, for T am told that devoted Christians entertain a
belief in a certain affair they call God, who kept a sort of
zoological garden out Jerusalem way, and placed therein an
Adam and an Eve, who somehow committed a sin, and
through all generations since then He practically accuses all
people born on this earth of being guilty and responsible fo
_ the original, just as Comrade Judd blames the present mem
bers of the A.S P. for the past history of the argamsation

NG one regrets more than I do that there should bhe two
‘Paﬂl!fts calling themselves Socialist in Australia, but the fact
remamns that there are two parties, m spite of everything

. Which must have transpired in the past. The A.S5.P. is now
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of young and virile workers, carrying
of the Party. It is a larger body than
im its membership has more vigour and

s year the Party did me the honor of elect-
al Secretary, and | decided, now that I
at I would do my best as an individual,
_all places, to bring about the Unity which
desired. On the 31st March of this year
fructions from my Executive, to the S.L.P.

31st March, 1917.
Btpney, Gen. Sec., S.L.P.

d with a resolution carried at our recent
have been instructed to approach you with
ce again opening Umity negotiations. You
igree that Unity of the Revolutionary forces
has never been so essential as at the present
will, therefore, 1 trust, bring this matter
Executive and acquaint me with its decision.
of the Central Executive, A.S.P_,
5 A. 5. REARDON,
; Gen. Sec.
ceived a reply assuring me that the S.L.P.
to consider the question of Unity, and sug-
rangements for a date on which the matter
nto. There is no need to read that letter, (A
$8.") It is not necessary to read it now. I
on. Now, there are two points T want to
he first is the letter I read just now and the
ollowing letter:—
' A.S.P. Central Executive,

11th June, 1917.
broney, Gen. Sec., S.L.P.

ter of the 29/5/'17 was considered at the
f the above, and the following motion was



1 hat T would have like him
li'éﬂllt with the history of (/e
mtend to confine mysclf 1
these two points. We have
f some awful misdeeds in (]
agreed to meet us in order
ity it was tantamount to admitting
itable people to deal with, and, i/
e ,L.P.-that they were desirous of
mbug. (Hear, hear.)
; s arranged, and we went along to
”&gen trouble over the name of gt.}m
nferences, and they had agreed (.
came to the conclusion, ‘that as unity
ible amongst _Socialists, that we would
te _-‘;ht; business, and straightway
L question the name S.L.P. We met
said we were prepared absolutely
which you must admit was no
there is perhaps no;hing mn a name,
it perhaps see some little sentimental
g&tthat'settled, with the concurrence
minor difficulties arose. Questions as
or and so on. Com. Judd will bear
the position this way:—*If you
basis of revolutionary Socialism,
the name of S.L.P., then in a
accept the name of International
i}mted Party?” 1t was a far
name of our party than for the

5 individual members of the A.S.P.; we
our Branches. We are prepared to unite
¢ must consider our membership. We are

can be effected. This basis will have to be
eferendum vote of the whole of the member-
fore essential that we should submit to them,
‘a speedy unity, proposals that they are most
se. What proposition could be fairer than the
ted? We are already giving up the name of the

esire us to ask our members to give up every-
u will meet us in a spirit of unity and we can
and take proposal, if you will accept the title of
will be well. The S.L.P. demurred and objected.
ow a ‘‘spirit of unity’’ for a start? Other meetings
ter that and eventually the S.L.P. asked us to
legate in order that he might state their case
aining the name of the paper. We immediately
jould, and Com. Judd came along at a later date and
s on our awful past. After more deliberation the
proposal was put forward:—

hat we accept the name S.L.P., provided the name
the paper be the ‘International Socialst.’ As an
ternative, we suggest that the name of the paper be
ecided by a vote of the membership after Unity has

en accomplished.”

m, McDonald, member of the A.S.P. Executive, delegate
nity conference: “‘How did the vote go?’’) It has not
een submitted to the ballot but that was the proposition. We
vould unite first as the S.L.P. and let united party decide the
name of the paper. Was that a fair offer to come from the
AS.P.? (Yes and No). We waived aside every objection,
and we got this letter in reply:—

i
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29th May, 1917

oty /

, and in the event of
T be submitted to (e
s considered by the General
when the following resol
fai was mstructed to forward
ﬁ‘ﬂiswgrecs with the proposal
that in the event of Unity,
ational Socialist’ and “The
’iﬁ’w name submitted for the

MGRONEY Gen, Sec.

) tal prmcxples and mdl’lf
; After all is sald and done

to the utmost to brmg
e met with opposition
June 1 was instructed to

? R

centra;! Executive,
g c]ith June, 1917.

iding decision of your
~““That the name of the

tﬁat as they have failed to qhew a spirit of unity it
to proceed with negotiations.”’
Yours fraternally

A. S. REARDON, Gen. Sec.

our statement in accord with the facts (a voice, No,)
et to learn where we went astray, and Mr. Judd has
hroughout his speech in shewing us.  We did everything
possible, but they failed to meet us in the same spirit,

hem must rest the onus of the organisation not being

usg answer Mr. Judd's arguments, especially in regard
W.LILU., the Original LW.W. Club, existed purely as
ga.ndlst club. Year in and year out it carried on its
ions. Former members inside the A.S.P, got together
as not amongst them —I have enough crimmal records
t me without that, if it be criminal. They got together
decided that if ever there was a time fot One Big Industrial
L sat:on, it was ripe. Doing the right thing, they sent
erican headquarters of the W.I.I.U, for a charter, and
 fact that headquarters responded to their application, is
1'; positive that they had taken up the right position. The
wbers of the Newtown Branch of the A.S.P. got into that
nisation.  All the more credit to the A.S.P. for having
loped men with the intellect to realise its industrial posi-
and possibilities, and to build up an organisation where
d not existed before, With regard to Com, Ray Everitt
ting the Charter from America by means of false repre-
tation, that has yet to be proven. Com, Judd asked me

Pothers. Yes, the refusal of the S.L.P. to unite,
. As tonoone sugge%ting a better name for the paper than
- ““Revolutionary Socialist,” we suggested a better name for the
- paper, the name that makes its objects clear to everyone, we
- suggested the '‘International Socialist,”” but they did not i
accept it. ;- Y
Reverting to the history of the doings of members in 5
past, it might have been bad, but the party to-day has out-

if T know of any worse action than that of Com, Everitt and




le COMparison with
k we have cleared i

d11y

tﬁat'the negotiations Wer
Eesay that I am oyt o,
OWI emancipation.

o

I cannot
thelrs, and they cannef
011C_1 organisation, havin,
€ capitalist system, and 1}
BEBOE™ [ am up again.
itand myself, and hencefori),
stands m the way of ().
L €lass is one to which [ an,
B class T repeat, and to hell
of it.

ONS

Har position has arisen. M
allowed for his opening state-
ﬁf‘l‘efi'_:'or.r_eply, and as we have to
down I have no option but
v to the audience for questions.
%Wed for this, and the ques-
it to the statements made

t to ask, is there any truth
that the A.S.P. delegates
) recommend to their Execu-
Ty Socialist as the name

The

ot completely fajled i,
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respective Parties unite on the principles of
o take the recommendations of the confer-
ir Executives for decision. But no motion was
y meeting in favour of the name Revolutionary

Reardon: If the people who formed the W.1.1.U,
were in the wrong, why did the Melbourne section
/. Club endorse their action and link up with

udd: The Melbourne section linked up with them
cause they did not know all the facts, and partly
they were misled.

. Everitt: How is it that the Melbourne influence
mrade Klausen to back down over the lying state-
bout myself? ; i
m. Judd: It is not true that the Melbourne section forced
back down.

m. F. Hancock: Is it a fact that a lying statement con-
in the March issue of the ‘‘People’” was challenged
vhen the Melbourne section forced him to repudiate it,
n apologised?
“om. Judd: Melbourne secton did not force Klausen to
iate anything. Comrade Everitt wrote a reply to Com-
Klausen’s statement in the “‘People” and drew attention
irade Klausen’s error regarding members of the W.1.1.U.
Newtown and Craft Unions. -~ When Klausen's attention
drawn to Everitt's letter he apologised forshis error m
fie next issue of the ‘“People.’”” Could a man have acted more
mourably ?
Com. McDonald: Is it a fact that the A.S.P. Executive
as mcomplete at the time of the Conference?
Com. Reardon: I would like to make an explanation. When
" I was first elected as Secretarv, I found things were neclected
" as regards the administration of the Party. in fact they were
" in a decidedly “crook’ condition. Immediately I came into y
~office I set about establishing some sort of order. Branches
- outside of Sydney were circularised asking them to elect proxy
1

ikt S




@nd at the time of {),c
ted to come in at a,
complete. If, therefor:

i ean only ask you

-_whble_of our Executive
h I said ‘‘The Executve
he Proxy delegates are nof

b

id “‘part of the Executive
£; but in some cases the

;:quid-mt possibly have been
all elected.

‘after the adjournment of the
to Comrade McDonald ““You
ie Executive,” and Comradc
not?"’ and Comrade Everitt
L moré fact, and McDonald

tated the facts of the conversa-
In fact, if you had been a
' more exact, We were
complete, and if Comrade
Sfellow-members for giving
“a perfect right to do so.
full one.
that Comrade Judd, after
when asked by me if he
he two parties unite

the’ whole of the Executive

arate vote of the

jﬁdd Yes.

diss O'Neill: Why did vou refuse to recommend the
International Socialist?”’

jgu I refused to recommend the name ‘“‘Inter-
ocialist’”’ to our Executive because it would be
best interest of the TInited Partv to retain the
‘paper that had supported and assisted the anti-
W.W. 1 objected to the proposed United Party
r the name of it’s official organ the name of

B a paper that had been responsible for
onest workers to associate themselves with the anti-
W.W. against the Detroit LW.W. Also because
d International did not draw a clear line of demarka-
tween the alleged Socialist Parties who, whilst they
be International, are by no means Revolutionary, and
olutionary Socialist Parties, who are both Revolutionary
ernational. The A.S.P. officials did not put forward a
name than the Revolutionary Socialist, nor did they
rward any statement why it should not be adopted, In
ting the name S.L.P. they were doing an honest act, and
taking the name of a Party with a clean record, while,
) regard to the paper, | was prepared, as I told their Execu-
to accept the best name that could be suggested,

Il would not trust the A.S.P, officials

om. Mrs. Reardon: If the A.S.P, is as bad as you have
ed, why are you prepared to consider umty with it?

L Com. Judd: I'did not say that the A.S.P. is bad. I do not
‘condemn the rank and file of an organisation for the actions
“of its officials, except in so far as it acquiesces i their actions.
" The rank and file of an organisation s often superior to its
officials. As for being prepared to consider unity with the

. great sacrifices.  And [ believe that the 5.L.P. and the A

“A.S.P., I recognise, as | said in my introductory remarks, that
" there are noble men and women who have made and are mw

x
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would have united long ago if the past officials of the A.S.P
had been honest. . g
The foregoing report of our speeches and the relevant

questions is correct.

(Signed) A. S. REARDON.
E. E. JUDD.
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