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rams and the developmeny of rengy
energy systems, is thus becop|
nomic imperative, A 20 ent
mission reduction target by 2y,
would be beneficial to Australi both
nically and environmeng Y.
the context of likely internasiqy,
s 10 limit greenhouse gas emission;
ld make a lot of economic sense 1,
a to move ahead of the game, 5o
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ipplied in developed countries, g
‘adopt economic and technology deve).
nt policies designed 1o reap the maxi.
benefit from the adjustment to amore
efficient economy.
true that some sectors of the ccon
notably the fossil fuel production
tor, would suffer through these neces
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twill ultimately create bath economic
ﬁuivironmenral benefits for Australia
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Cabinet opts for industry in south-east forests?

n the 14th September, Federal

Cabinet allocated an additional

fifteen coupes of forest - about a

years supply of timber - for con-
tinued logging in the south-east forests of
NSW,

Cabinet is due to further consider re-
source allocation and reservations for
conservation early this month, Federal
Resources Minister, Alan Griffiths, is
understood o be pushing for the Govern-
ment to make a long-term commitment (up
1o fifteen years) of timber resource to the
logging industry. He is known to be seck-
ing restriction of new national parks and
reserves 10 as small an area as possible (a

Bated breath for North
Washpool forests

While the south-east forests of NSW con-
tinue to hit the headlines, conservation-
Istsare currently warding off stormy times
in the unprotected rainforests and old-
growth forests of North Washpool, In
north-east NSW.

Court action by the North-East Forest Alli-
ance (NEFA) against an inadequate Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement by the NSW
Forest Commission, has temporarily
stopped further logging and roadworks in
these forests, west of Grafton.

A decision in early September by State
Cabinet guaranteed supply of rainforest
timbers, despite objections from the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Services and Tim
Moore, NSW Envi Mini who

maximum of 10 per cent of the south-gasg
arca) despite strong scientific evidence
suggesting that much larger areas need o
bcpmlncledmensureadequalehiological
conservation and an ecologically Tepre-
sentalive reserve system.
ACFhashuncriljca]ofau:mplsm lock
large areas of the south-east into timber
production before proper consideration of
future national park boundaries oceurs, [n
particular, such a long-term resource
commitment would seriously undermine
the current investigations by the Resource
Assessment Commission (RAC). ACF
Execulive Director, Phillip Toyne, has
argued that the Federal Government

should not pre-empt the RAC process by
making long-term allocations now, but
should only make the minimal allocation
necessary to supply the timber industry for
the next eighteen months, by which time
the RAC will have reported o Government.
Such allocations should preferably be
made from outside the National Estate,
This would allow fora Proper system o be
created, while mainaining timber supply,
pending development of a timber industry
restructuring plan to put the industry on a
sustainable basis.

Paul Rutherford
National Liaison Officer, ACT

MSETATITY
Q cartoon by Phillip Somenville

agreed the area was worthy of protection
under the Wilderness Act. The area also
contains sites of sacred and historical sig-
nificance to local Aboriginal communities,

Please write 1o the NSW Premier, the
Hon, Nick Greiner (/- Parliament House,
Sydney, 2000), stating that there must be an
immediate ban on this industry in North
Washpool.

For more information, contact the NSW
Environment Centre, 39 George Street,
Sydney, 2000. tel: (02) 247 4206, or NEFA.
tel: (066) 21 3278. 0

From the RAC Inquiry ...

The NSW Forest Commission clearly stated In Its evidence to RAC on 3rd August,
that its logging operations had never been sustalnable, and were nat expected to

be so before the year 2000.

Al the hearing, Dr Graeme Caughley, a RAC Commissioner stated that the
Forestry Commission has never had a sustainedyleld operation goinginthe forests
over which they operate. ‘The Forestry Commission has allowed avercutting of Its
forests overall throughout Its entire history.’ he sald. When asked If the Forestry
Commission was on a sustalnable yleld now, Dr Johannes Drielsma, of the NSW
ForestCommission sald ‘on a state-wide basls, | guess ... | would say that we are
althe moment within something In the order of 10-15 per cent of It ... by the end
of the century, we will be below that." O
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tional programs and extension services
- There s afeasible path forward. If
upon with resolution, it can preserv
planet’satmosphere, greatly improve local
environments, provide new industrics
‘producing energy efficiency and renew
‘able energy products and reduce

g :‘ﬁultrnlia's foreign debt.

Mark Diesendor!
Y Coordinalor Global Change Program
"% see report on the study by Deni Greene
‘Gonservation News, June 1990, and on the
"NIEIR report, Conservation News, Scp-

low you can help

wrlte to the Prime Minister,
(@, lhe Federal Treasurer,
Keating, and the following
Ministers - John Kerin,

r John Bulton (Industry,

Iogy and Commerce) and
| Willis (Finance) (all ¢/~

1t House, Canberra, 2600)
/that Australla set a targe! of
et reduction In greenhouse
sslans by 2000. Also, express
n In your letler at the Irrationl
hieh the mining and resouce
ment Industries seem o b€

f the minds of government
 public. Send a copy fo Ros
Minister of Environment.

Climate change spells end for

many species

‘The effects of climate change on the natu-
ral environment and on biological diver-
sity could be catastrophic, according o a
Working Group (Impacts) report of the In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
(IPCC).

Present indications show that the rate of
change may exceed the ability of many
species to adapt or migrate and many vege-
tation types and animal species may be-
come extnct.

Vast shifis in climatic zones can be ex-
pecled as a consequence of rapid climatic
change induced by rising levels of green-
house gases. Many species will be left cli-
matically out of place and subjected to ac-
celerated mornality,

Increases in greenhouse gas concentra-
tions can directly affect ecosystem proc-
esses such as photosynthesis and decom-
position, altering nutrient availability, re-
production and productivity.

SR, b - )

Mountain pygmy possum, This tiny possum
was first discoverad in 1966. Prior to that it
was only known from fossils, Found only in
the Austrafian Alps it is serfously threatened by
climate change. O Photo by Jean-Paul Ferrero

The report stated that some montane and
alpine climatic environments, such as
those in Australia, could be virmally elimi-
nated ‘threatening the survival of the ma-
Jority of present alpine species’.

Of further concernin this country, would
be the higher survival rates for introduced
species such as rabbits and foxes, adding to
the pressure on medium-sized marsupials,
already suffering the greatest rate of mam-
mal extinctions in the world.

ACF is greatly disturbed by the report's
findings. ‘Millions of years of evolution
and thousands of species are sliding away.
Present extinction rates are well over 1,000
times more rapid than the natural rate, due
to human activities.” said Mike Krocken-
berger, ACF's Biodiversity Program Co-
ordinator. “We cannot stand by and watch
any longer, we must Lake the strongest ac-
tion 1o slow this unnatural process,’

The report also indicated that there may
be significant public health implications in
Australia, resulting from global warming.
It siates that “increases in rainfall and tem-
perature in tropical regions ... could in-
crease ... vulnerability to malaria, increase
the incidence of epidemic polyarthritis,
and extend the geographical area of
endemicity of Murray Valley encephalitis
virus and possibly the frequency of Austra-
lian encephalilis outbreaks, particularly at
the southern boundary of the monsoonal
influgnce’, Q

Ready, set,
go global

ACF's Global Change Program is now
fully siaffed with the appointments of
Carrie Sonneborn, as Global Change OFfi-
cer and Miko Kirschbaum, as Research
Officer.

Mark Diesendorf, Coordinator of the
Global Change Program, is confident that
with this new team ACF is now fully
equipped to pursue the formidable goal of
cooling greenhouse warming and restoring
the ozone layer.

In her position, Carrie will emphasise
networking and liaison with communtiy
groups around Australia, on both green-
house and ozone issues in general. She will
also focus on specific projects (o reverse
ozane depletion of the upper atmosphere,
thus complementing the work of Dallas
Kinnear, ACF’s Ozone Project Officer.

Miko will work at ACF two days per
week on specific problems conceming
transport and on reducing the emission of
greenhouse gases which result from non-
energy processes, especially farming and
land-use practices.

As a means of keeping our readers up 1o
date on the issues related to Global
Change, Mark and company have pro-
duced several information papers, which
are available from ACF's library at the
Melboumne office.

The Global Change Program is situated
in ACF's Canberra office. For further in-
formation ring (06) 247 2472. O

ESD: that elusive definition

Federal Government has recently set up nine committees will atiempt to define
‘ecological sustainable development’ (now known In Canberra as ESDI) aver the
next twelve months. The environment movement has been Invited to have two rep-
resentalives on each of the commitiees. The national environmental groups -
Warld Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), The Wilderness Soclety (TWS) and Green-
peace, along with ACF, are considering the offer.

The committees cover diferent aspects of the economy: manufacturing, tourism,
forestry, mining energy production and distribution, agriculture, fisheries, trans-

rl and energy use.
" Other merr::ers of the committees include representatives from the states,
government depariments, unlons, CSIRO and relevant Induslry and professional
groups. We belleve there should be a public consultation pracess which runs
parallel to the commitiees. Also, piven the high level of expertise necessary to

contribute effectively to the committees, we will need adequate financing. 2
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SA Government

‘mucks abou

High Court

t’ with

on Wilpena proposal

e d
cerns in the High Court with regard o de-
velopment in Wilpena Pound in the state’s
foremost national park, the Flinders

Ranges. '
Undoubtedly, the Gavernment's deci-

| d the Statewide
sion was cheered on by Ophis, the com- | Susiainabiity it parks Man-
pany which agement and
hapes o build Funding Re-
the 4 star mo- view.
tel and extend For over
camping fa- two  years
cilities Wilh:} ACF has been
the confines contesting the
the Park, But, SA Govern-
assaedin The ment's desire
Advertiser in Bl iils
wly - RIp. proposal 10
ber, ‘the High X Conl
Court does not L pey
gl il e o £ L
use, Adelai I 5
:;Lﬂ‘:dlv;:; g:und. o Q Phota: Lincoln Siliakus W ilpena
dass. ap- i & Pound o:cr.i-
h; granting leave Lo appear is a sign | sion as much more than just a case of con-
gif?:l.e.:u.m an :-guhle case’. servation going to the High Court. Should
Following the High Court's decision in | thisproject goahead aprecedent will be set
August, giving ACFand the SA Conserva- | for private developers to lease public land,
tion Council (SACC) leave to present their | and thus share the Government's immu-
case, the SA Premier, John Bannon, an- | nity from the normal planning laws, This
nounced his intention in early September | must be viewed as a matter of major sig-
i Billdesi pre-emptthe | nificance onarange of issues related to the
High Count decision and to enable the pro- | protection and management of national
posed 1 Wil d throughout the entire country.
“The ACF and SACC describe this move K 0
as ‘dicutorial’, *How can the South Aus- | YOUR LETTERS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED
tralian public trust the state legal system | ACF calls | %mw;m peaple con-
mﬂwﬁo:rmmhmﬁlhlm cerned about thelr democratic rights o
duce legislation at whim for "pet projects™ he Bannon, SA Pre-
such as the one a1 Wilpena. We simply ] Leaderof the Oppo-
mmnﬂamﬂmmhﬂ'; sapproval of the
said Jacquie Gillen, ACF’s SA Campaign '{o hljack conser-

“he move will not only pre-empt the
High Court appeal, but also the outcomes
of the three significant election promises
made by the Bannon Government last
November; namely: the Statewide P[ln-
ning Review, the Statewide Ecological
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THE GASE FOR CONSERATIOn |

In essence, the case 1o be pre.
sented by ACF and the SA Conser
yation Council is twolold. Wi
conservationists believe the pro
posed tourism resort 1o be a major
development requiring full consd-
pration under the Planning Act, {he
Government has proposed that the
bulldings are no more than a ‘man
agement tool® given credence by
way of a recent updale ol the Plan
of Management for the Park. This
brought forward the idea to huild
small towns inside parks that are
not subjecled to the normal plan-
ning and development require-
ments on the pretext that a small
part (no more than 2 per cent) of
their profit go toward the protec-
tion and management of the Park.
The other point to be presented is
{hat the Supreme Court, having
recognised that Ophix were the
private developers responsible lor
the resort raised the issue as o
whether a lease agreemenl be-
tween the developers and the gov-
ernment allows the developers to
gnjoy the same Immunity as the
government from their own plan-
ning requirements. Currently, the
Bovernment is arguing that Ophix
are not required to meel the normal
requirements of the Planning and
Development Acts because they
have signed a lease with the Gov-
ernment. Conservalionisis be-
lleve thal this lease cannot be used
as a means of allowing the devel-
opers to avold their ohligations to

these Acts. O

e e

vatlonists’ moves lo protect Wilpen2
Pound, Write also to the editor of 70
Advertiser, King Willlam sireel, Adelalde
5000, and the editors of other major si2!?
papers. For more Information, r.unlwag\
Jacqule Glllen, at ACF's Adelalde olfic

lel: (08) 232 2566. 2
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@ Launch of landeare kil
for students
A new kit designed 1o illustrate the prin-
ciples and history of land management in
Australia was launched by Victoria's new
Premier, Joan Kimer, on 11th September
inMelbourne. The kit, Caring forour Coun-
fry, covers the history of European land
management in Australia, and the causes
of land degradation, The kit was jointly
produced by ACF, National Farmers Fed-
eration and Landcare Australia. Caring for
our Country is available from ACF's Mel-
bourmne office for $20,00, For further infor-
mation contact Peter Preuss on (03) 416
1455. [toll free: (008) 338 928],
@ Antarctic Update
The Australian-French initiative for an
Antarctic World Park recently received
another boost with the announcement by
the New Zealand Government that they are
soon to introduce legislation into Parlia-
ment (o ban mining in the Antarctic, This
follows the then Prime Minister, Geoffrey
Palmer's announcement that New Zealand
would set aside the Minerals Convention
In other moves Australia’s Federal Gov-
ernment submitted on 1st October the
World Heritage Nomination for the Sub-
Antarctic Islands. This would provide
‘World Heritage status for Macquarie [s-
land and the Heard and MacDonald group
whichare regarded askey breeding refuges
for birds and seals in the Southem Ocean
@ ACF Director on GMAC
ACF's Executive Director, Phillip Toyne,
has been appointed to the Federal
Government's Genetic Manipulation
Advisory Committee (GMAC). A new
subcommittee is expected Lo be formed to
look at the environme social and ethi
cal impacts of proposals, expanding the
GMAC's work beyond its purely scientific
advisory role, Phillip has also expressed
interest in participating in the Live Release
Subcommittee, which reviews proposals
for deliberate release of live organisms for
research and commercial purposes
® ACF Christmas Holiday Ralfle
Keep your eyes open for news about
ACF's fantastic Christmas Holiday rallle,
in next month's edition of Conservation
News.

Tas forest debacle threatens Accord

he Tasmanian Government has

placed the Labor-Green accord in

Jeopardy by proposing a forestry

strategy that is unsustainable and
disregards conservation values, The strat-
egy, which was developed without consul-
tation with the Green Independents and
environment groups, includes a massive
increase in the state's wood export quota,
permanent wood-production zones in wil-
demess, unsustainable cuting rates for
sawlogs, and makes no provision to protect
rare and endangered species

“The Tasmanian Minister for Foresis,
David Llewellyn, has been badly advised
about the environmental impact of the
proposed forest strategy,’ said Geoff Law,
ACF Campaign Coordinator for Tasma-
nia. ‘The rate of cunting for sawlogs pro-
posed by the Government is unsustainable
and assumes the long-term destruction of
forests on steep slopes and in National
Estate Areas.’

Areas largeled for the proposed wood
production zones include the East Picton
and Jackey's Marsh - both named as pro-
tected in the Labor-Green Accord. Also
threatened are the middle reaches of the
Huon River, many of the highly visible
slopes of the Great Western Tiers, and a
number of areas proposed for protection by
local communities

Govemment support for the pro-indus-
try strategy has broken its commitment o
resolve the forestry debate by consensus
and publicly abandoned the objecuves of
the Forest and Forest Industry Council.
The Council, which comprised representa-
tives from the Combined Environment

Groups (CEG) , the Government and in-
dustry groups, was established in 1989 asa
result of the Labor-Green Accord and the
Salamanca Agreement. One of the clauses
of the agreement committed the parties (o
negotiating a Forest and Forest Industries
Strategy by 151 September, 1990

The CEG called for an extension of time
s0 the FFIC could review and collate the
large amount of data recently presented (o
the Council by the numerous Council
working groups. But the Government
without consulting the environmentalists,
insisted onaresultby 14th September, The
CEG refused to sign the pro-industry strat:
ey,

Following this debacle and concemed
that the efforts of the Council working
groups would be entirely wasted and the
real issues buried, the CEG developed an
alternative forest strategy drawing on the
information that had been neglected by the
anti- conservation faction of the Council
Entitled, A preliminary Forests and Forest
Industry Strategy for Tasmania, the CEG
strategy aimsatachieving ecologically and
economically sustainable logging at the
same ume as protecting biodiversity and
wildemess values. The Green Independ
enlts are insisting on standing by the terms
of the Accord. This may lead to an early
Tasmanian election. J

@ Apreliminary Forests and Forest Indus
try Strategy for Tasmania is available from
the CEG at 132 /A, Davey Street, Hobart
7000, for $10 including postage. It pro-
vides a comprehensive discussion on all
aspects involved in the Tasmanian forest
debate. O
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NEW 390“3 T

Amongst this months new books are two {itles from Magabala Press, an Aboriginal
publishing firm based in Broome, Western Australla. These two volumes: Jilj/ - Life in
Ihe Greal Sandy Deser, and Jalygurr - Aussla Animal Rhymes, glve aclear Indication
af the sophisticalication and artistry of recent Aboriginal publications.

1fyou wish to order any of the lities listed below, orenguire about others we may have
Instock, please contact the ACF Books Coordinator, Gary Wardrape, at ACF's Melbourne
office (340 Gore Street, Fitzroy, 3065). Your suggestions regarding new books on
environmental issues are always welcome. tel: (03) 416 1455 [toll free: (008) 338 928].

Jifji: Life In the Great Sandy Desert
P. Lowe & J. Pike, Magabala, 190,
147pp, $39.95.
'The peaple of the sandhills led a life that
was spare in many things...The smoke
[fram their scaitered fires was soon lost in
the vast clear air."
This must be one of the most beautiful
br:}lﬂ produced this year.
ntil the early 1960s Abariginal grouj
in the Great Sandy Desert of North Cemrﬁ
Australia maintained a traditional lifestyle,
rarely, if ever, coming into contact with
v_vhif: people. The nichness of their desert
!eruntagninﬂulark landscape - vividly
illustrated through the photography of Pat
Lowe and paintings by Jimmy Pike.
Jalygurr: Aussle Animal Rhymes
‘Poems for Kids (adapled from Kimberley
Abaorlglnal Folk Storles)
P. Torres, Magabals, 1988, 33pp,
baperback, §6.95
This delightful and colourfully illustrated
:tﬂnfyml n:lwnmm in both English
Yawuru, the language spoken by
Aborigines from the Broome areain ,.mf
west Westem Australia. Itincludes a glos-
sary Pf _hi[ruru waords and a simple pro-
Tist. Itis parti suitable for

younger
iuJIInllln Wellands

. McComb and P. 5. A&R,
o Satel A

Ariatoals

5 are Aat n‘ di.-

;‘“"‘ﬂgmmammm .
ng range of animal, bird, fish and

life. Here, the authors and mm
:.:eblm an authoritative and sy.
m" illustrated account of these some-
Tl e kel ek g ots

Of the high country 1 the fresh-
water and salt lakes, estuaries and
nearshore regions, including artificial
wetlands, such as dams and reservoirs,

Australlan Troplcal Ralnforests:
Sclence-Values-Meaning
L.J. Wabb & J. Kikkawa (eds), CSIR0
1990, 185pp, $55.00 4
This volume s the resultof a symposium 5
the 57th ANZAAS Congress, in msnkr‘
Queensland, 1987. It includes a desgr ip
tion and interpretation of the evolution
biology anddynamicsof Australia’s nor 1.
em rainforests as well as providing a ran ¢
qt‘ viewpoints resulting from the sympo
sium.
Bushwalking by Public Transport
A Viclorian Guide
M. Learmouth and J. Embury, 1990,
114pp, paperback, $12.00
Twenty seven walks arc included in this
guide, enabling us to enjoy some of
I\hctoria's unique scenery without pollut-
ing the aumosphere with carbon-dioxide. It
gives public-transport planning hints, in-
cludes _hel.pfu!. maps, and provides advice
on equipment and first aid.
How Safe Is Safe?
Radialion conlroversies explained
B. Lambert, Unwin, 1990, 275pp,
paperback, §24.95
’[hisvulumn offersan explanation of radia-
tion and its effects, especially in relation to
radiation accidents which have rocked the
world, such as Chemnobyl and Three Mile
Island. Government credibility is also as-
sessed over radiation pronouncements Lo
the public.
I?Djlc Citles
.J. Smith, NSWUP, 170pp,
el lop, paperback,
Australian communities are faced with in-
creased exposure o toxic chemicals from
past dumping of wastes, tanker spills and
industrial emissions, This book examines
some of the legal, social and governmental
implications of exposure to toxic chemi-
cals in our society. J

send cheque with order lo ACF Conservalion Book

ooks, 340 Gore Sireel,
5. ACF members may deduct 10 % discount on books only. !
Discounts do not apply to other ACF products.

ment when ordering ACF Canservation Books,
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JING BRIEF 15 Australla's only national curren!
programme covaring peace and Ih viron
ir g hour a wiek on over thirty p radio
argund Australia, WATCHING BRIEF exam-
sues, the campaigns and the pofitical conlext
coneervation movement
At concarned aboul the environment, tune in lo
ING BRIEF.

ADGAST TIMES

200X Thur 10 00am

25ER-FM Man 9.00am(1)

Tues 9.00am(2)

2REM-FM Fri 12.00pm
2MCE-FM

2BBE-FM Tues 12 15pm

Fri 6.00pm(r)

2NCR-FM  Tues 2.00-4.00pm*

Wed 2.30-2.00pm

2EAR-FM Tues 12.00pm
2NUR-FM Tues 12.30pm(1)
Tues 9.00pmi{r)
2BOB-FM Thur 8.30pm
Fri 1.30pm(2)
2AAAFM check |ocal guide
SRRR-FM  Mon 5.00pm{live)
3CR Mon 7.00am(1)
Mon 5.20pm(2)
3BBB-FM Fri 12.00pm
ACCC-FM Fri 10.30am(1}
Fri 7.00pm({2)
AMFM-FM
3RIM-FM
3GCR-FM
3RPC-FM Tues 1.00-2.00pm*(
Fii 4.00-5.00pm
sMMM-FM  Mon 6.30-8 00pm*
Sun 12 00-2.00pm*
Suv Fri 12.00pm
SGTR-FM

ENA check local guide

BUVS-FM Fri 11.30am
100FM check local guide
BTOP-FM a
BKIN-FM
BCCC-FM
TTHE-FM
TLIN-FM Tues 9 00am(1}
Wed 9.00am(2)
AZTT-FN P

ATTT-FM Man 9 00-8.30pm"(1)
Thur 3.00-3 30pm(2)

HING BRIEF is one hour long, excepl
first half hour only (2) - second half hout
i) = repeat * - included in the
PMO (Programme Mat
al unspecified
ut day. WATCHING BRIEF can be
tacted on tel: (03) 417 7304
porls WATCHING BRIEF

NanionaL DRoucHT Povicy

Last year the Federal Government removed funding for drought rel el under the
MNatlonal Disasters Rellef Arrangements (NDRA), because of the widespread and
systemalic abuse of drought assistance. Consequently, John Kerin, Federal

Minister for Primary Industri

Recently, a new report called Managing
for Drought was launched by the Inde-
pendent Task Force established to re-
view national drought policy. The report
specifies that drought management is an
integral part of sustainable production,
and that assessing the impact of climatc
variabilily is an essential partof property

management, The general principles
supported by the Task Force state that
the managementof land is a firstprionty,
and should be based on a conceptof land
capability Additionally, the Task Force
indicates that managers need (o under
stand the concept of risk, and thal “deci-
account the law of

sions should take int
en though there is al-

probabilities, €
hance of rain later in the season’
art propases that assistance O
{imes of climatic stress

ways

producers dunng
should only be provided in an adjust-
ment context, based on a loans-only
and should apply ‘only when the

I\.\\lx‘gn-.|uc\-,rnilhm.- al

Jly addressed on a ¢
However, there 1§ provi-
s support in rural house

can be reasonat
mercial basis

sion for incom

holds during UmMEs of extreme SLFEss
The industry adju

occur primarily through the &

§cheme. Part B of this scheme

yrry on funding requirements

jstment measure will
| Ad-

justment
ap,

a significant prog

sortion of pro-
where

and Energy,
comprehensive review of national drought policy. ACF's Natural Resources
Coordinator, Jane Ellx, Is represented on the panel and has complled this report.

ManaGING FOR DROUGHT

a Task Force to make a

ducers in a state or terniory face finan-
cial difficulties due 1o causes beyond
their control, including those due to cli-
matic variability.

The Task Force also recommends that
National Parks and nature reserves not
be used for agisimenl purposes during
periods of climatic stress, and thatincen
tives be provided for producers o pro-
(ect wildlife habitats from stock grazing
and 0 participate in the formation of
wildlife corridors. It asks that govem-
ments throughout Australia initiate joint
pmgram\mmm.rulmmc populations of
feral animals which are more susceptible
Lo eradication during periods of climatic
Stress.

In launching the Task Force report,
John Kerinstated that it was ‘sumulating
and challenging’. He manag
win his excitement however, by reler-
ring the report 1o a multitude of further
Commitiees and working groups, saying

1do not expect overnight changes i the
agriculwral sector (owards a new self
drought

reliant  approach 1o

management.’ 3

| For copies of Managing For Draught, |

contact John Kerin's office in Canberra |
| tel: (06) 277 7111 I
| or the Australian Government
| Publishing Sarvice

)
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ilﬂ team to spread
environmental message

The creative genius of those two of environmental
journalism — Conservation News and Habitat Australia — is now all
in the hands of two new editors, Merrilyn Julian has recently
Mﬂﬂmsm“eﬂiwd Habitat. Toly, meanwhile, has
he positionof Coordinator of Public A
-lmACmemmwmmmcFmdl’]m.
Nigel Eyre has takenoverthe task of editing Conservation News,
the job which has caused me — your present editor, Angela
Brennan - (o leave me omm:ry

s p has been in commercial
pnmmhg.mﬂnlyinl.mdun where she spent many years before
escaping 1o join the Greens in rural Devon, Since reumung o
Australia three yearsago, she has worked with the Commission for

Some of the members of the Public Awaréness Team: LR Merrilyn
Julian, Prue Lamont, Deirdre Lawrence, Nigel Eyre.
0 Phato: Janusz Molinski

the Future's Greenhouse Project and the Victorian Government’s
national park service.
She sees Habitatas one of Australia’s most important forums for

ing, oriented material.

‘The Public A program is the inft -education
leg of the ACF. Along with the production of Habitat and Conser-
vation Naws itaims to promote environmental understanding in

aﬂmmunmnldebl.le mdhupcsmlmngmulc some of
the broadly-based ive that ises the Euro-

pean Green movement

Nigel is trained as an ecological scientist, but was diveried by
student newspapers into a career as a writer and editor, working
most recently with The Age newspaper. Since joining ACF last
July he has been investigating aspects of land degradation and
sustainable agriculture.

He sees Conservation News as playing a dynamic role in envi-
ronmental current ﬁaut and anms 10 strengthen the ACF's na-
tional and i Besides concise
news and analysis he aims 10 introduce a broad range of stimulat-

the A y, through the provision of information
and education.

Peter Preuss will continue in his role as Education officer,
Lesley Dalziel and Prue Lamont will maintain the Library and In-
formation Services, while David Neilson will remain responsible
for ACF's much acclaimed Wilderness and Desktop diaries, as
u:e]l as designing catalogues and brochures for ACF, The whole
ImAmSl kaboodle is held soundly together by the secretarial and
editorial support given by Deirdre Lawrence, who joined the
Fnundalion in May. The Public Awareness Program will be based
in ACF’s Melbourne office, fel: (03) 416 1455. Your ideas and
comments are most welcome, 2

Genetic Engineering Inquiry extended

The Federal Parliament's Ge- | malic negativeim;
e ral Pa t i pacts onour Wednesday, 241h 0
S t ¥, ciober, 7.30 pm
bored W‘mﬁ} mqm:?umha: ir:mm;ﬂmﬂi] 1am'l society and This Is the first meeting of the newly u‘{mman
public interest despite minimal | whether or nn:] ?: ?snws::mo: nn?un;“nm O
s st R r not - ryone Is Inviled to attend.
nﬂ" M; e beenn'Lﬁ iy m“:;“;[:"']‘;:":?g,m‘u By addressing energy issues now, we can ensure that there
B R |k Bugineerns Canaign cm“;:i“m’ be cold ks ”"5;"4' m,,l, o
sions n"l;ch:[lﬂmfu issues Oﬂ?ccr Bob Phelps, in our envi m‘,ﬁw o fqur lnal;.:d:’rm
outside terms of office, will gladly encourage informed community inpm into ena-:;or
help you. tel: (03) 416 1455, conservation and renewable energy issues,
Send your submissions (o: At present, it ulbsouly network of its kind in Australia,
Paul McMahon, the Secre- I strbugly other states o establish
ey Pl ntary, Standing networks,
Commitee on Industry, Sci- For further | mw] e mull
SIS
use, or John Po Ilni
] the Col neil of Victoria. fel: (03) 654
TION NEWS, October, 1990 = m, o

Communily Energy Helwork

ues. “The destruction of the val
ines and industry desolated the

enl groups on 1ssues of concem (o
unity atlarge. On top of the ACE
nhouse and ozone, ecologically

d other natural resources issucs.
has spent time as the ACT Re
ector of National Parks and
‘Foundation (NSW). He has also
ived in Aboriginal support work
ights and Asia- Pacific solidarity
jan works from ACF’s Canberra
nd can be contacted on (06) 247

ell Wendy
years with A(F Wendy James
to take up a position as Enrol-

cer al Billanook College, just
Tboume. Wendy worked here
ber of areas before Laking up (he
‘assistant to the Director, Phillip
¢ then moved on (o the position
Coordinator.

her, but wish her the best of luck
job.

laced by Kerin Ord, who over
has become familiar with the
Sehinations of the ACF Council

ing for Victoria's forests
t Management Plans [or Viclo
are now being developed ond
i8, For further information,
Barber, Conservation Coun
pria, 247 Flinders Lanc, Mel
00, fel: (03) 654 4833

Following thelr sueces

The

) cl,
I association with ACF, presants

for wood y

Goo

Woad Pr

Ising

“ in Sydnay,

ng, architects,

designers, builders, in fact anybody
rested in the use of
non-rainforest imbers in
Jwork and building,
The Seminar, including lunch, will
1d in mid-November

inte

WO

be he

| Fertility Control in |

ce, fol [OL 4161

Wildlife

The Joint Taskforce on Intractable Wa

Better to burn it
than bury it

High Temperature Incineralor
approved lor intractable wastes

1stes

has recommended a High Temperature

Conference
)
¥
The second [nternational Conference |
focusing on fertility control
methods for wildlife
The conference is de d 1o evaluale
the effectivencss ol \\muu\ fertlity |
control stralegies suitable for specific
habitats and Lo provi e a forum for the |
discussion on ¥ alid and effective me eth-
ations

ods of stabl

ilising wildlife popt ul
*

Incinerator to be located in the N
of Corowa

Shire

ACF ablish

supports the

ment of the incinerator as pant of o total
management system for intractable

wastes.

In a joint statement, the Federal Minisier
Iy, NSW
Minister for the Environment, Tim Moore
and Victorian Minister for Planning and
Urban Growth, Andrew McCutcheon,
assured that all public concerns regarding
the incinerator will be met. To this end, an

for the Environment, Ros

extensive community consultation process
will be instituted in the Corowa area,

The Incinerator will be fully owned and
operated by the Waste Management Au
thority of NSW, and international adver.
tisements have been placed for consullants
toperform an Env ironmental Impact State
ment.

Intractable wastes are wasies from in
dustrial processes for which there are no
current environmentally safe methods of
disposal. The Taskforce, set up by the
Commonwealth, NSW and Victorian
Governments in 1987, has identified about
93,000 1onnes of the wasles which must be
destroyed.

Presently, intraciable
being stored, and al worst, in the past,
plnuhnl:lmhl\ Imemational expenence
has demonstrated that high temperature
incineration results in virtually complete
with the emis

wasles are at best

destruction of the wasle,
sions being cleared (o mect stringent stan
dards.

The Ministers empha
years, we expect we willl not be producing
1ste, and the ingineralor will

asised that ‘in ten

intractable we
have destroyed what we
‘Destroying these dangerous wasles is by
far the |.‘mu.||m aliemative 10 pulting
them in a hole in the ground and hoping
they will just go away', the Ministers cons

cluded. 9

have produced’,

——CONSERVATION NEWS, Oclaber, 1990 =13
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Too many kangaroos in

Hattah-Kulkyne

ihe

Kangaroes | saw there, Tome it s ¢lear, by
fhe Lack of plant regeneration and general
gremind perver (he prark i dangeronsly ovet-

Wangantns problem can't be lefi for
e fos take ite course and wipe kanga-

s onit when the nexi drought cofmies
alomg.
Becauss by then seversl other nitive
apecies will have di alimest u-
noticed dise 1o the lack of the right native
bish needed for their siirvival.

Matiah-Kulleyne Natiomal Park is an
anatple of & degraded snvironment that
neads mete than just natare o heal (he
winnds, hurmans ind new Westemn Grey

are inflicting on il

1 foed the gark should be harvesied of all
its Western Grey Kangareos and any pro-
ceeds from this could be wsed (o aid native
plant regeneration in Hattah Kulkyne
Matiermal Park,

Soya bean base could solve
de-inking deadlock

Wawthorn, Vielora

At the foefromt of the deadlock om ews-
paper recycling is, it appoars, the issuc of
e inking the grulpand the mgract of this on

b bnsed ik, They are, it seemns, biode-

itnpertt, i, wonld help areest our foreign
debd; and if all the ink ends up being im-
protted then we'd be no wirse off than now
anyway.

Bt wee st be aware thal this is urgent;
there is Wt miich else 1o de banning chilo-
rine hleaching, making recycled paper
eennipilsery in packaging, banning wiod
itripertt and expott, inroducing somme g
g systen on paper prodicts o faciliate
ihird generation reeycling, and so on, and
Lo triay shredural obstacles (0 conserver
atd recycling ventures for us (o waste time
in the blind alleys of technical probems
wihileh a little vision shows o have extant
sulutioms,

W hasve e v hnide sl smprentise in this aren;
bt if there is o reason soy-based Inks are
not the solution that they seem, vould
{lense be detailed olearly and openty; oih-
erwisn | thirk that the ohanigeaver i them
shinild b prlaced st the wp of the recyling
carmpmign agenda. L

S —

It used to be that
seience meant flying

David Ersking

Grifniin, HEW

When | wis a bey, science mmeanl flying
faster than sotnd, sending satellites inio
bt genernfing fielear prwer and pro,
duing geeods withent uman workers

Merwadinys, solance means clearing up
the mess made by unsaphisticated people
who fiave been 16t loose with the great
pawers mide possible by science, This
#ffects how poople fegnd scionie nd
research,

Progress is mere stimulating thin dain
age conttol, Medicine improves, and
praple respond with a popilition eeple
siom, Boter ships are biill, and people
rusponid by theeatening fish stocks with
drift net fishing. Roads are built into the
Atizarty, atved peeple tespond by burning
derwen viat tracts of foreal.

The lemig e future for any siceossful
advanced society Is stagnalion ot a very
High level of wealih, An automited econ
oty will generate enurmous il stable
ottt ter be disteibuted arncng # srmall and
stable poglation, This is the only work-
alile formila,

Suphisticated sovieties are fragile stro
fures, easily distugied by unsophisticated
peaple,

Social problems have bocomms more
Mgrertaint thin production grobienms

The main problem facing civilisation
nierw 18 dor defend itsedf frenn hillbilly de
s fof ever expranding pogrilations snd
econtmies, '

Hume Highway goes
walkabout
A mistake appeared in Tony Plewher's
letter Mighway traval hightights lose of
frias, n the Tune edition of Consarvation
Maws, inadventently relocating the Huine
Wighway to caniral ueensland, Tha leiter
aherild vend *, . from the Mume Wighway
north of Tarcutta (souhermn MW} and
Trwrin the Broce Highwiy around Mi 1Lar
womn (central Quesnsland) ,,.'

The amninsion of the line toes nat affect
Uhie Crmtonia of the leter, Just the geography
i wias & proofing seion,

et est of WA Ves the ol
of Callie]  lerorn steeged in
s Mgty of mining and e
vt the Jirrah forest fot timber
B The complanitios of geen
domis and o depleted e
o o (he genenil agenda, e
ty ditagidated, lacking
ptly 0 modern facilitie
g oly on the local indus

tha Branich, plekes up the fale
jall, enthusiastic gronpof ieal

g (060) 216 57 (bh)
ment Gentre (060) 212 627 (uh)

g (063) 456 343 (3h)
oy

1) 439 3460 (ah) of
{03y A%4 4298 (ah)

i ’um;w,r,m;'mmf.-r.f.,p.;
) 746 (37 (ah)
m suburts, Melhourne)

(08) B01 4801 (ah) o1 Diaa
B0 6366 (ah)
f Victoria
by (057) 221 757 (ah)
(0B6) 243 024 (ah)
i
254 b4

iflar (044) 823 000 (ah) of
(063) b2 631 (ah)

ESTERN AUSTAALIA
Mandy Golloy (007) 216564
. (087) 243 517

na, (00) 467 2176

a8t Branch
Iy (098) 451 047

ACF BRANCHES AND CAMPAIGN GROUPS
Collie’s courage

tesident

L]

(I

Cantisrra
i Wally (067) BZ6 366 (aN) o
i1 (b or Wik Metrath

Blis Mo

Cantral Coas
Greg A

Hun!

26 (ah)
IETTENED
Charyl Aldrich (042) 261 626 (ah)
fydney

nrihern RIVENng

Wandy /

WORTHERN TERRITORY

Canilial Austral

MELBOURNE

Caps 1ok Camgalgn Group

Wargarst MeDonald (0F) 416 1456 (6A)
Memuership Campaign Groug

Trich Brawn (03) 416 1456 (0N}
Tiopleal Forest Campaign Groug
Falicity Wishan (03} A16 1455 (Bh)

Atherian Tahlslands S

Jirgine & )
Brishant BAISBANE
,:‘.‘ perking (07) 867 A181(aN) Cags York Campalgn firoup

Wik Horstman (07) 229 (AL}
SYDNEY :
Amosghars Campalgn Graup =
0.8 Salmon (02) 247 1497 (Bh)

Miary River
s Giah

o ‘ Farest Campalgn Group
‘W | Bridgat ;:r_n,-f‘\‘.q’/w-t'/?:'p
| WESTEAN AUSTRALIA
( | Lasueur Campalgn Group

| Colma Keating (09) 66 1562

CAMPAIGN GROUPS

|

CONSEAVATION WEWS, Oalober, 1060 = 15



(REE L1IRY Ope
Join ACF and receive a beautiful,

full-colour ACF Wilderness Diary

New members who join ACF before 31st January,
1991, will receive a free Wilderness Diary.

The Wilderness Diary fealures:
@ 56 outstanding colour photos of Australian wilderness
and wildlife ® one week to a page ® special section for

names and addresses @ valued at $16.95 BUT free lo new

members before 31st January, 1991

You're a Member already?
Why not give a friend a gift ACF membership on the form below?
Your friend will receive a free diary with their first mailing.

—— e e e mm e e —— e ——————————

[ would ke o give »frrend ALFE MEmEERSHIF l

(include this form with the membarship form below)

My name mewbership number |‘

(see address label of envelope) |
Pelelre-ss A E  puctrae ‘
«f'z,{éplfaﬂt Ol L _@eff() .05 el 4 ity @me) ||
Become A MEMBER OF THE AUSTRALIAN CoNservATION FOUNDATION
Please sign up my friend: I choosa the following option: Membarship coresponds ta (ha current
financial year (1st July 1o 30 June)
’ia.me 7 ] $63.00 Membership and Habitat Magazine
[ $45.50 Concession membership and Habital

i {full time studentipensioner unemployed)
(Address [ 35,00 Membership

|| $17.50 Concession membership

1 $36.00 Subscription to Habitat magazine only

Plus§— Additional donation
([ s1at0 F"““’"’ (donations of $2 00 or more ars tax deductibls)
!! Tolal § .
— enclosed is cheque/money ordar
EHoRE{Ah) OR charge my: |___|Bankcard [lvisa
(h) N e e L Mesiocacd Return this form to the
g Ci ion Foundation
Join by phoring tolfres 008 33 8928 | | AT R R [ | e
f ringing from Melbourna (03) 416 1455 CETELE Firoy, Mlstora, 3065
Fam A [&gm:um Fn‘ date

Printed on 80 per cent recycled paper



