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A tree':a a tr.s'-;c;
How many
more do you
want to look

? If you've
seen one,
you've st

them all.

Ronald Reagan

(Quota courtesy of New Intemetionalist
Almanac/Desk Calpndw}

This picture deplcts a furesl In East |
Gippsland which is no longer there. It |
was clear-felled one month ago. ACF's
major appeal for 1990 Is for the forests.
We do not want to see Australia lose |
anymore of its old-growth heritage. |
Naticnal Parks and National Estate for-
ests must be protected. Please help us
run this campaign. Please donate 1o lnis
Appeal. Detalls on page 3 |
0 Photo by David Tatnall |
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Nations meet for Climat

by Bill Hare
ACF Research & Policy
Analyst

Climate Change s universally reoogmsab_d
| prol

e Change conference in Cairo

ians - north and south, east and west - will have to
mﬁg:;mi an unpmnedeme& scale. They will have to make
difficult commitments without delay to address this crisjs.

Environment, Sir Ninian

the
4 lfor the Victorian Minister for Plan-

as the most
lem facing the world today. Bill Hare, who
until recently held the position of ACF's
Deputy Director has now been appointed to
the new position of Research and Policy
Analyst, and as such will travel extensively
examining Climate Change and other inter-
national environment Issues and policy de-
on I bility.

Late las! year he attended a World Confer-
enceon Climate Change, in Calro. Thisishis
report from that Conference.

“Humanity faces threats, real and growing,
to the world we live in and even 1o life
itself. ... The scale and itude of these

ning and Environment, Tom Roper, David
Stokes of Victoria College and Margarel
McCleod, Phil Noyee and Gil Freeman of
the Commission for the Future Green-
house Action. i
The C pened by Suz:

Mubarek, wife of the Egyptian President
and widely acclaimed for her activities in
human welfare in Egypt. Inher address she
conveyed the great sense of urgency with
‘being felt across the
globe. The keymote address was given by
Mustapha Tolba, Executive Director of the
United Nations Environment Pro 1
H ol ionsof

problems do not lend themselves to treat-
ment issue-by-issue or by one nation or
even a group of nations acting alone. All
nations — north and south, east and west —
will have to cooperate on an unprecedented
scale. They will have to make difficult
commitments without delay to address this
crisis." So states the Cairo Compact, an
agreement reached at the World Confer-
ence on Climate Change held in Egypt in
December last year. The megting was or-

global poverty and inequalitiesif the inter-
national community is to deal effectively
with th lem of ’ h dthe
ioration of the global

The Cairo Compact emphasises the role
industrial countries should take in tackling
the climate problem, which they have
largely caused, and in making available to
poarer nations significant financial and
technological resources (o assist them in

B

The Cairo Conference is expecied |
haveasignificantimpacton developn
during 1990 in which the Intergovernm
1al Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
be producing its final report. The recop
mendations of this report will be discussed
at the Second World Climate Conf|
in October/November this year. This Con-
ference should prove a springboard to in
ternational negotiations of the
framework climate convention an
protocols. O

Bill Hare is currently attending an [PC(
Responses Strategies Working Group
Meeting in Washington, During this trip he
will also meet with scientists and govern-
ment officials on arange of issues
ing global change, sustainable d
ment and biodiversity in Wahsin
Boston and New York, before pro
to London and Europe. In Amsierds
intends to meet with representativ
Greenpeace International and Friends
the Earth International, the Climate Act
Network and other environm
groups.He has also arranged to recei
extensive briefing from representativ
the Netherlands Government on theiren
ronment policy and their moves towards

bility.

The position of Research and Policy
Analyst is one of the new senior positions
al ACF created by the implementation ol
the Forward Plan. Throughout 1990 this
page will contain reports from ACF's
President, Director and other members o
the National Management team. J

ganised by the Climate Institute (a Wash-  emissions. &
inglon based, non-government policy or- It also calls for the establi
ganisation), the United Nations E global v m:ilf i oﬂfﬂ:
gent Programme and the Government of  forproto bbeinitiated i ‘:Jn'very
gypL oo ; d
Xt specific Is
Over 400 participants from six conti- Theses| fh]ﬁnu?loul’:;nllr!l::lullgg;-
nents attended the Conference. I was in-  Inthiss Compact builds -
vited by the Climate Institute o beameng ~ Noordy tion on :3:1:['9'1 i
the szong of A iansthere,  Changef b oot imate
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NEW CAMPAIGN FOR OLD FORESTS

The conservation movement is seeking, in |
East Gippsland as in other parts of Austra-
lia, a balance between the need for sustain-
able developmentand the protection of our |
valuable environmental heritage.

The cause of the current dispute over
logging in East Gippsland is unclear to
some, and the timber industry is trying to
cloud the issue by playing down g
the significance of forests on the
National Estate register.

According to the Australian i

Heritage Commission, National §
Estate forests are selecied because
they have “aesthetic, historic, sci- |§
entific or social significance or f§
other special values for future
generations as well as the present
community”.
The decision as to which forests
are placed on the register is made |
by the Commission, a Federal
Government agency, which
undertakes extensive study be-
forehand.

The ACF is not opposed to all
logging in East Gippsland. How-
ever, it would be shirking its duty
if it did not try to stop the destruc-
tion of the National Estate forests.
The areas threatened by logging
are all old-growth forests with
trees over 200 years old. The pros-
pect of clear-felling these forests has
alarmed the conservation movement, be-
cause they are an important habitat for
many rare and endangered animals and
plants, such as our most endangered
mammal, the Long-footed Potoroo. Yet
logging will take place very near 1o where
the Potoroo has been observed by scien-
tists. ACF is also concerned that no arche-
alogical or heritage studies have been done
in the National Estate arcas to be logged
this season. Findings in comparable coun-
try in Tasmania have uncovered twenty
sites, and it is believed that such findings
would be true of the East Gippsland region

You can help save whal is left of our old-growth fori
Send your donations to ACF Forest
Or call (03) 416 1455 (toll free: 0

It may also be that local Aboriginal groups
are unaware of sites which could be de-
stroyed by logging activities. The ACF
believes it is imperative that the impact of
logging on any sites found be thoroughly
assessed.

Other areas outside the Gippsland Na- |

tional Parks and National Estate are avail-
= :

A protester iakes time out on th reject pile on
Brown Mountain in East Gippsiand.

0 Phok: David Tamal ¢
able for the timber industry to log in a
carefully regulated manner — in fact about
45 per cent of East Gippsland's forests.
The timber industry is at pains to point
out that there is regrowth in National Parks
and National Estate areas such as bushfire |

regrowth and some from selected logging
in the past. But this is hardly an excuse for
clear felling old-growth forests. These
areas are often on the regisier 10 maintain
geographical or biological integrity in
larger sections of virgin forest

ACF believes it is unnecessary and pro- |

PLEASE HELP

ests. Please give what you can to the ACF Forest Appeal.
s Appeal, 340 Gore Street, Fitzroy, 3065.
08 338 928) for credit card facililies.

| vocative to begin by Iogging the most
environmentally significantareas. Particu-
| larly when recent history and a number of
studies have shown that plantation timbers
are likely to reduce demand for timber
| from our virgin forests in the coming years
Stephen Guest of the Victorian Associa-
| tion of Forest Industries accused conserva-
: tion groups such as the ACF of
payinglip service (o other environ-
mental problems. Anyone who
B suggests we are not giving equal
attention to problems such as
ozone depletion, soil salinity, pol-
lution and waste disposal is not
well informed. To suggest that we
are neglecting tree decline and spe-
{ cies extinction is to miss the whole
point of our fight for National Es-
1ate forests.

The major environmental con-
cem of the Australian people is the
greenhouse effect, caused in part
by the worldwide destruction of

mature forests. Part of the solution
M ;< a move away from cutting virgin
forests to a greater reliance on
plantation timber.

Governments would do well o
heed the will of the public on this
N issue. A pollconducted last yearin
& south-castern NSW showed 77 per
cent suppart for protecting the Na-

tional Estate from logging (including a

majority of timber industry workers)

It is time for the Government and the
| timber industry to draw back from the
| ongoing forest confrontation and to accept
the view of those who are responsible for
National Estate listing. Only six months
ago the chairman of the Australian Heri-
tage Commission, Mr Galvin, called foran
end to the logging of old-growth forests,
saying “none of us knows the extent of old-
growth forests in Australia, excepl thatitis
small and diminishing™
| by Pater Allan
ACF Campalgn Officer, Victoria
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ACF report presents
Greenhouse solutions

ks, However, there are many b
::i:aos:x:}::xcﬁon of the latest and most e fic|
gies which go beyond the question of price, affordability u;g
cconomic efficiency. The research report canvasses a number of
{hese issues and proposcs policy solutions, A mMajor program me gf

inimum national energy efficiency standards for all consupe,

is-
A research report on policies for reducing gr gas emi
sions fmmun[lallllbedlptqmd_ parc by Bill I??&TS!@H@W
. The paper g p s
;::“:chsi:ue Industry, Science and Technology Committee
Inquiry into the Greenhouse Effect in Australia, The research
report covers 8 whole range of policy developments that are

goods, motor vehicles, industrial processes and building is advo.
caled, A major reform of the electricity commission is a1
considered necessary before Australia can see the widespreyg
introduction of the most efficient energy practices

Australia has the dubious distinetion of being one of the mog

necessary if Australia is 10 achieve major in Green-
house gas emissions. e !
Theﬁicy arcas covered by the submission include cconomic

emitters of greenhouse gases per head of population,
producing nearly 1.6 per cent of global CO, emissions. Strony
4 exist for Australia in moving towards an

planning and management, energy efficiency, ible energy
systems, least-cost energy planning, research and development
P policy, urban p land use and
apriculture as well as foreign aid programmes and intemational
measures. Emphasis is placed on energy efficiency and least-cost
energy planning, &s major programmes in each u_t' these areas
would have early impacis on RAS emissions.

Electricity is the largest single source of CO, followed by
petroleum products, and natural gas, In terms of end-use, industry
is by far the largest emitter of C0, particularly in the mineral
p sector. Road transpor onefifthof CO,
emissions - a figure which is rapidly accelerating because of the
escalation in road-freight instead of rail or water transport sys-
tems. Private car use i i ing and the rate of impi
in vehicle efficiency has diminished owing toa lack of regulation
and direction.

Homes produce nearly as much CO, as road transport. This
reflects the highly carbon-intensive and often inefficient and
i iate use of icity formany d ic purposes, such
as water heating, Many cost effective and energy efficient tech-
nologies exist which can significantly reduce the energy required

Graphic by lan McLachlan, counasy The Age

energy efficient economy and in developing technological know-
how.

The seventy-six page research report can be obtained from (he
ACF for §9.95 plus $1.50 postage. Your comments are invited on
the policy ideas proposed in this report.

by BIlf Hare

ACF Research & Pollcy Analyst

PM invites US energy expert
back to Australia

Australia could save i y 75

Since his visit the Victorian Department
for Industry, Technology and Resources,
State Electricity Commission have an
nounced a 855 million commitment to
electricity demand management, 10 en-

and industrial sectors, coura, and reduce

: s S H Ige energy conservation and reduce

percent of its presen electricily consump-  Atlarge public meetings in Sydney and | capital expenditure on additional power
tion by using electricity more ¥ » Dr Lovins explained how | generating capacity.

amnrd.ingmﬂwUSenelgycxpm,Amnry
Lovins. Dr Lovins visited Melbourne,
Sydney and Canberra in late November
1989 with the assistance of the ACF,
Friends of the Earth and Movement
Against Uranium Mining,

With a suitcase full of electrical gadgets
he was able 10 demonstrate how new en-
ergy-efficiency technologies could reduce
energy consumption and greenhouse gas
mam‘ .alamﬁl.iflheywmmml‘n—

complete use of the best retrofit lighting

technologies in the USA could provide the

same amount of useful light as is currently

needed, using only 8 per cent as much

lighting electricity,

. In Canberra, he met with senior Federal
i who were so d with his

Dr Lovins' information will be vital to
the ACF's global change campaign
Members are asked (o assist in this
paign by writing to their State and Federal
Environment and Energy Ministers, urg
ing them to implement energy efficiency

information, that he has been invited by the
Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, 1o rm:rtl {0
Australia this year to discuss global warm-
ing abatement strategies with environment
and energy ministers around Australia,

progr , a8 the most cost-effective

means of significantly reducing Austra-
lia's greenhouse gas emissions,

by Sfan Prior

Resources, Indusiries &

Emplayment Campalgn Olficer
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VERY FAST TRAIN

Gippsland route could wipe out Potoroos

Studles carrled oul by the CSIRO have shown that the
could threaten some nativa animal specles, Including

The claims were made in a report prepared
for the VFT Consortium by the CSIRO
Division of Wildlife and Ecology in June
last year. The CSIRO warning was appar-
ently ignored by the consortium, which
released a Progress Report last November
confirming its strong preference for the
East Gippsland route. This was despite the
CSIRO's clear evidence that the alterna-
tive inland route posed less environmental
problems. If the project proceeds it will be
an environmental disaster for the uniquely
Australian forests and animals of East
Gippsland.

A major problem is the creation of a con-
tinuous barrier fence which will divide one
of the largest and least disturbed areas of
forest in south eastern Australia in two.
The CSIRO has warned that the ‘barrier
effect’ of the VFT corridor would fragment
native fauna populations and possibly lead
1o extinction of species such as the rare
Long-footed Potoroo,

The CSIRO report stated that ‘the extent
and significance of the barrier effect will
be impossible to determine with any cer-

)

Localitles of known occurence and predicied distribution

* Actual records

tainty, at least in the short-term. This may
be sufficient to make the project unaccept-
able.

The report indicated a key problem
would be to provide a sufficient number of
appropriate crossings to enable fauna
movements across the barrier created by
the track cormridor. The CSIRO doubted
whether it would be possible to determine
satisfactorily what is a sufficient number of
crossings or what style of crossings would
be effective. The necessary studies would
be both expensive and would fall “outside
the time frame of the (VFT) project devel-
opment.” There is also serious concem
about whether animals would use the
crossings, and that these would become a
focus “of activity for exotic predators such
as foxes and cats”. Such crossings would
also not be effective for aboreal marsupi-
als,

The report lends strong scientific sup-
port to conservationists” arguments that
the East Gippsland route is totally unac-
ceptable and must be abandoned. ACF and
the Australian railways union, supported

predicted distribution

of the Long-footed Potoroo.

Y ,.g

Proposed Very Fast Train (VFT) route through the East Gippsiand reglon of Vietaria
the Long-footed Patorao, with extinetion.

A
cartoon by Painick Brannan
by approximately 70 community, conser-
vation and trade union groups have called
on the Commonwealth toset up a Commis-
sion of Inquiry into the VFT proposal and
altenative high speed rail options. The
ACF is not opposed to high speed rail
provided it is established in an environ-
mentally sensitive way. Put simply, a mas-
sive, fenced scar through the wilderness of
East Gippsland would be pure environ-

mental vandalism.
by Paul Rutharford
ACF National Lialson Officer, Canberra

-
See also Paul Rutherford's article on the VFT,
In HABITAT, Fabruary 1990.

Proio by John Seabeck
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The price of farming an old land

I 1, the Prime Minister Bob Hawke decla
I-r:fgv::#mcmnlmwmmnm disease, with huge tracts of land ronde:d
erosion. John Stevens, journalist with The Age newspaper, spoke to Jason Alexandra,
& fonture artlcle which appeared in The Age In the first week of January.

HE Federal Government's dc-

knowledgement of soil degrada-

tion as our biggest environmental
problem carried with ita rather painful cor-
ollary.

What it means is that in the 200 years of
white-man impact, the chief destroyer of
the Australian landscape has been not the
rapacious miner, the predatory woodchip-
per or the hungry developer, but a battling
{olk-hero, the farmer,

1t is not the farmer's fault; rather it is
something for which we must all take re-
sponsibility. We depended on the farmer o
pioneer the land and make us prosperous.
But in doing 5o he inadvertently exacted
from the soil a terrible price.

Our agricultural history is a chapter of
mistake, miscalculation and ignorance.
Farmers were positively encouraged 1o
clear the scrub, chop the trees, plough the
semi-desert and settle on blocks oo small
1o yield a living. In their struggle to sur-
vive, many flogged their farms to exhaus-
tion. Much of our land is now wom out.
Even more is in decline,

Says the federal Minister for Resources,
Senator Peter Cook: “If the problem is not
tackled, more and more of our highly pro-
ductive land will become marginal and
ultimately cease 1o be productive. It would
be a devasiating blow 1o the economy and
the viability of many rural and regional
communities, It has the potential of drop-
ping Australia as the producer of quality
agriculural goods right down the ladder to
the level of a Third World exporter,’

There s, in fact, no recent measure of
extent of Australian land ion.
Proposals for such a survey were aban-
doned when it became clear that the ex-
m cost of $4 million would be ex-

by §26 million. The last
hensive Govemment study, done in 1978,
concluded that 51 per cent of agricultural
"g‘l“w land required treatment,
1RO scientists paint a disturbing pic-

de of Landcare. Land degradation has been cited by many

bt e useless by the devastating effects of salination ang

ACF's Victorian Rural Llalsan Oticer, when wriling

Parl of that article Is reprinted here.
: e

Current agricullural systems are basically an extraclive industry. We are mining our topso

ture, The CSIRO's principal issue analyst,
Mr Richard Eckersley, in a paper relcased
last June called Greening Ausiralia, cited
the following examples of decline:

@ In Western Australia 250 square kilo-
metres of agricultural land are going out of
praduction each year because of salination
caused by over-clearing.

® In the Murray-Darling Basin rising
waler tables have surfaced in some areas
bringing with them dissolved salts ot rates
of 3000 tonnes, or more, per hectare. Salt
flows over the South Austratian border in
the Murray at 2.5 tonnes a minute,

® In Queensland, 20 million tonnes of top-
soil, containing $100 million worth of
nitrogen and phosphorus, is washed away
each year from the Burdekin catchment,
the huge export beef cattle area. Each year
the prime, whe at-producing  Darling
Downs loses four to eightmillimetres of its
rich, black topsoil - a rate which will see it
all gonein 3010 50 years. The value of nu-
trients in soil washed from the Downs ini
the drought-breaking rains of 1983 alone

O Phofa: Jason Aloxandr

has been estimated at $2 billion - almost
enough to pay for two parliament houscs
@ Inwestern New South Wales and sout!

west Queensland, half a million square
kilometres are so degraded by woody
shrub invasion and erosion that half the
area could become unproductive within 30
years.

After 200 years we are still learning, still
adapting, probably still making mistakes,
Dr Smiles, head of CSIRO's Soil Divisior
says ‘the problem is we brought in the
farming systems of the northern hemi
sphere. The northemn hemisphere land-
scapes are relatively recent, the products of
glaciation of the last 150,000 years. Aus
tralia’s are many times older. It waos old
when the Grand Canyon was a rivulet
landseapes five 10 10 million years old, Not
surprisingly they are very strongly weath
ered.

“The nutrients that remain (end to be
assoctated with the organic matter within
the topsoil and its exactly those nutrients
that are put at risk with cultivation.”

8~ CONSERVATION NEWS, February, 1990

Was very clever to cultivae', Dy
gl said, ‘as a means of water penetra
distorge. But what was nof realised
e effect on soil structure and the
gtof elearing on salinity and the equi
jum of the land. Under new techniques
Fatubble management, cultivation iy re
tad and crop residucs retained,’
MEverylthing we have done in wheat
uction has had a benefit and then an
janticipated penalty,' said Dr Smiles

~ Most Australian farms are slowly run

' Tﬂ:ﬁ down hill, he belicves. “We don't
[ the measurements of the present rates
of degradation to say how much we are
“gaing 1o have leftin 100 years, I suspect if
We dre going to talk about sustainable
dpriculture in a lot of arcas we need a
‘glearer idea of the numbers.
S *Most of the changes are very insidious,
‘Acdeep gully erosion — alright, the farmer
lgan see that. But losing 0.1 per cent of
fganic matter every year of twenty or
Ahirty years they don’t realise it. Most don’t
srgalise they've lost mayhe ten centimetres
3 topsoil because it's happened slowly
er the years.'
S Another scientist has estimated that

every tonne of wheat produced costs be-
tween three and sixteen tonnes of topsoil
In some areas of Queen:

and the topsoil
an be sixty onnes

CF lonne of sugar
re cerlainly mining our agricultural
" said Dr, Smiles

Dr. Smiles points out that the primary
concern of farmers 1o make a living and
any change that threatens that, is going o
be resisted

“They will need to be persuaded that the
ired changes are both sustainable and

do with people
who don't know the
How do you transfer a family that
worked a farm for perhaps two genera
tions?"

But changes there must
The Eckers! aper described Australia
08 among nost degraded of developed
countries, adding that in some areas the
degradation matched that of the worst
developing nations. ‘There will not be
another time o address the environmental
problems facing Autralia and the restof the
world," it declared. "The crunch time has
come.”

vabla natural

currantly being over exple

prassing soc
ronmental problem
the develop
cuitural &

people

Intergrating treas and agricullure - tha hope for farming In the fulure. 01 Pholo: Jasor
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NEW BOOKS

— e ologe of 1989, A
Gunaorveriondieche s R Seed I prahading these,

Ityou are Interest
conservatlon l8sues ot listed here, cona
vy 5 wﬁﬁmﬂ:mpml Im'ﬂu!ﬂnl

book's author and publisher Imlll' oquost. In purchasing these books

jgns thraughout Australia.
he number: 340 Gore Street, Filzoy,
Vietoria, e e 04y 416 1485 1o} fre6. 008 338 028, FAX: 0) eoTer

Don't miss out on your 1990 Calendars and Diaries. Conservation
lnn:i ;'Ill has in m'm the AGF Wilderness Diary and calenders de-
pleting some of the most beautlfully
photographed areas of wilderness In Australia.

Tasmanan Wildermness wma 1890, sthios
oo ornbrovikis - .
I w‘m‘%nn ‘“ﬁﬁ%ﬂ’iﬁ‘-‘?m Calendar
A collection of Peter Bwing's serenely artistie black and white photographs of
Australin's wild areas - §17.95,
ACF Wildarness Diary - 1990
With ever fifly colour photographs of Australia's magnificent wild places and
wildlife - $16.95

winvest theirmoney inarens in whichtheir
life values are not being contradicted,

S rench Al 1380 130, 41308
Arench, Aird, 123, and

Organlc Control of Hwﬂh%’gnll

A French, Aird, 1988, 126pp, §13.95

Two books which Took at the health, vig-

our, richness and variety of the whole gar-

den as the only effective means of manag-

inig individual problems lke weeds, in-

sects, fertil ) disease,
“:iwm Roptles iﬁmmm

R Hoser, Pierson, 1989, 238pp, $49.95
DUt damctpions of it 81 B
species and more than 600 colour phioto-
m-nugjmbmﬁﬂﬁuum ofmnl:.l
reptiles easy, Among the photos are
mml of types ﬂfﬂ]glll &E have. nfw

Bl R generation

[

P, Mason i al, Gould League, 1939
B0, $12.00
Almed (o encourage the regular recording
ol any interesting environmental hippcn
ing, Ineludes monthly predictions o
fora and fauna events,
Haparapa-Kularr Martuwarra

P Marshall (ed), Magabala, 1988, 285p)

29,95

Staries of the lives of 9 Aboriginal Fitzeoy
River drovers, Incident and humour filled
lives that brought some of them back (o run
pastoral stations where they were born and
raised as little more than slaves

Worms to Wasps

M. Harvey et al, OUP, 1989, 201pp,
$17.95

An illustrated guide to Auvsiralia’s teres
trinl invertebrates,

Living In the Graenhouse

Dr. [ Lowe, Scribie, 1989, 179pp | §14 05
U 1o date and comprehensive information
o thig subject, from rising sealevels o the
fise of the Gireens; from national trends to
pravtical domestic advice; from ‘cold fu
gion' 1o the spread of renewable energy

lieations,
ying Inslde
D, Graham, A & U, 1989, 203pp, §14.95
are &0 many black Australiang in

gaol? Why do Aboriginal Australians
comtinue o dis ineustody? These and other
queations are examined, together with o

blﬂ:fmnnd 1o the Royal Commiasion of
Inquiry into Black Deaths in Custody

o Books, 340 Gore Slreal;
soounl on books enly.

# watk on over thiy pubdlc radio stafions
\rells, WATCHING BRIEF ararmines tha i
peigania it e polifical contan ol da congar

KKK Thise 10000
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Sun 2,00pm
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Mon 9.00-9.30pm*(1)
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4ZLE M
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Thur

@ BAIEF |s ona hout lang, except (1)
hour only, (2) - sacond hall hour only, (1) -
Ineludad in he local programma, PMO
1@ Malarial Only) - material Is playad &l
fimes throughout day, WATCHING
mh conlacted on fel (03) 417 7304
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How green is
Australia's
overseas aid

‘The future of Australia®s policy on Envi-
roniment and Overseas Aid is due to be
decided within the next two months

[ February 1987 the Senate Environ-
ment Commiltee was asked to consider
the Environmental Impact of Australia®s
[ nt Assistance, Their report,
tabled in Parliament in December last

Jevelopr

year, has highlighted concern held by
conservationists for some time. For ex
ample, it was found that nearly half of the
potentially environmentally significant
AIDAR (Australian International Devel-
opment  Assistance Bureau) projects
were passed through the planning slage
without consideration of their environ-
mental effects, Over 30 per cent of these
resulted in n ive impacts that sub-
stantinlly affected the well-being of the
people the projec i was designed Lo assist

To its credit, the Commillee has rec-
ommended significant changes (o avoid
{hese problems. 1t states that more envi
ronmental aid is needed, and that an en
vironmental section should be estab-
lished within AIDAB, Other recommen-
dation! lude & formal accountab
network between AIDAB and the
ronment Department, greater involve-
iment and comment on AIDAB projects
from non-government organisations
(NGO) and an AIDAB audit of the envi
act of aid projects.

ronmental i

ACF praises these recommendations, (£

bui believes that a proper framework
imust be establighed within an Aid and

Environment Act, If they are to be suc

cessfully implemented. Such an Act
wonld set out the basls for Australia’s
Aidprogramme, and if so werded, would
irnpose an obligation on ATDAR o carry
oiil the Commities’s proposals, ACF
conaiders such an obligation essential

‘The report is a positive response o the
deficiencies in Australia’s Aid pro
gramime, Howevar, ACF maintainathata
preater emphngis should be placed on
siistainable community basad projects,
rather than a large infrastruciure,

ACF also feels that Funding for
AIDAB's Environmenial Assistance
Programme should be expanded and that
there should be me icaomntability
from Papua New Guinea regarding their
untied aid,

If the Senate report is to have a long-
term impact, these issues must be ad
dressed, However, time is running out
‘The report is expected to go before Cabi
net in late February

Readers are urged to support this issue
by writing to Senator Careth Evans,
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Senator
Graham Richardson, Min of the En
vironment, (both ¢/« nt House,
Canberra, 26007, In your letter call for
further consideration of those areas in
which the report is deficient, and for a
formalising of the Commiltee's recom-
mendations within an Aid and Bnviron-
ment Act

femember, AIDAB is funded from
oiir 1axes, We have the right (o enaure
that overseas aid is used effeciively 1o
assist communities, and to protect their
environment.

For further information contaet Pagl
Davenport, at ACF's Melbourne Office
(se0 p.2 for address nmléﬂl(mr nuimber)

y Paul Davenport
ACF Asslstant
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PM opens
new ACF
head office

Over 200 peaple, including the Opposition
Leader, Andrew Peacock, media represen-
(atives, ACF staff, members and Council-
lors were present when the Prime Minister,
Mr Bob Hawke opened the ACF's new

Bob Honke, puesGarat g s st
with young ai the ope! new
;,..‘}'Zr’h:., 0 Photos by Janusz Molinski
Australia’s sense of imnvestment, stil'ljlilg
thatitis better to *protect, rather than spoil’
some places and things. He advocated

q sinFitzroy, M onthe
11th December last year.

Thensed for the new premisesis areflec-
tion of the considerable expansion of the
Foundation, and the overal] growth of the
environmenl movement. In his opening
address, the Prime Minister paid tribute to
the ACF as a constructive and sophisti-
cated organisation. He deseribed the pro-
tection of the environment as central 1o

Tropical Forest Group

ﬁ needs you %

The tropical forests of Malaysia, Pa)
New Gulnea and the Paciflc have
reached a crisis point, s logging,
clearing and large scale developments.
threaten thelr exislence.

(Over half the worid's specles of plants
and animals live In troplcal forests. If
they are to survive we must act now.
The ACF Troplcal Forest Campalgn
Group needs you. The group meets

each Wednesday evening from 6 pm to

9 pm at ACF's Melbourne office. Be

Involved In saving these forests by
writing letters, learning political

lobbylng, setting up market stalls,
media events and much more.

For more |m%m contact Feliclty

hart
(340 Gore Street, Fitzroy, 3065, tel: (03)
416 1455),

ping our natural , ‘butina
carcful, environmentally sensitive way,
and not exploiting them indiscriminately
for the short-ternt gain at the expense of
long-term damage’. He urged the ACF ‘lo
g0 on encouraging a wide ranging public
concem about the environment, so that any
political party attuned to the views of the
electorate will give weight 1o the environ-
ment in its policies.”

ACF hits the 20,000 mark

ACEF is now more than 20,000 members
strong. ACF President, Peter Garrelt, wel-
comed the Foundation's 20,000th mem-
‘ber, Sarah Wilsan, at the opening of the
new Melboume office. ‘I joined the ACF
because there’s strength in numbers, angd
theneedisurgent' said Sarah. “People have
to wake up to waste and pollution. The
earth can no longer sustain our western
lifestyle. The destruction of our environ-
ment cannot be justified in terms of ceo-
nomic gain’, she said.

Peater Garrelt maets Sarah Wilson,
ACF's 20,000th member

CFC could save the earth!

Prompted by her young son and some consclentious friends, Jo Brazll, of ACF's Diamond
Valley Branch has established a Children for Conservation group, which aims to alleviate
the alarm felt by young people for the future of our globe. Here Is her story.

‘Can’t we do anything?*

My son asked for the third time that week.
He had just seen an exceptionally depress-
ing programme on TV aboutthe hole in the
ozone layer.

Tt was in June last year, and I was at my
witsend, the whole guilt trip was in motion
and as [ looked around my home with all its
mod-cons I wondered what the future held
for my children and what sort of example
was | setting? It occurred to me that in the
hierarchy of values, our children do not
have much future without a planet.

Itwas thisdouble bunger that shotme out
of my somalic stateand into positive action
resulting in the first “Children for Conser-

vation” group (CFC) in Australia,

The group aims to assist children in set-
ting about to repair the earth. The children
are made to feel thatitis within their power
to stop the downward spiral of events that
may lead to the destruction of our planet.

In an informal and fun environment they
are learning the skills they will need tosave
the globe. We are lucky to have mentors
who are active environmentalists to en-
courage and teach us. We've already be-
come involved in several projects, such as
tree planting and a community festival.
We’ve also been on tours of logging areas
and on a possum prowl and we hold great
hopes for 1990, O

WyouareInterested in setting upyourown CFC
: group, or require more information, Jo Brazil
will be working In ACF's Melbourne office on Fridays, between 10.00 am and 3.0:3 pm and

will be happy to hear from you.
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3\ forests

g at Kirribilli House, in early Decgmbenl‘ the ACF's NSW Forest Campalgn Group
ystatf members presented the Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, with over 6,000 etters
allans concerned for the future of NSW's beleagured south-east forests.
g campaign group directed more
00 letters to both State and Fed-
nments through its letter-writ-
This activity has been an invalu-
nent of the campaign to save
pwth forests, bringing in much
ions as well as drawing pub-
on to the issue.
ibilli, the group also presented
with a copy of the South East
iance Peace Plan. The SEFA
gn was launched in Sydney on
ber in conjunction with Aus
usiness for the Environment. It
ble economic all,“””“"’“ 0108~ reas, For further information contact
jldfgrowth and National Estate for-  prigiq Dowsett, at ACF's Sydney office.
IEASE POST THIS CARD TODAY AND HELP SAVE OUR FORESTS.

ests in the £3 e State, through
job creation and the establishment of eu-
calypt plantations on previously cleared
land

You can help save our forests by sign-
and posting the enclosed postcard 1o
anese Prime Minister, This card,
funded by the Forest Campaign Group,
highlights the role of Japanese woodchip-
ping companies in the destruction of Aus-
tralia’s foresthabitatand heritage. Withan
on due in Japan this year, now is the
s that time is nmning out
itation of the world' s natural

Y

%

§

b |

. ¥ i

P nners al Kirribilll House with sacks of letters for the Prfmg Mnfaile: E L.:{ !o:;
Gheis Connolly, Brigid Dowsett, JoAnne Bragd and Bridget Berry. Q Phoia  Gar

Victory turns
sour in Victorian
highlands

In the October ‘89 issue of Conservation
News, it was reported that the Victorian
Conservation Forests and Lands road-wid-
ening project in the Central Highlands had
been scrapped. Well put away the cham-
pers; the Minister has sold us a lemon

At that stage, the Minister, Kay Seic
had announced a moratorium on a S0 metre
wide, 2000 km road network being carved
through the central highland forests. She
promised anew processof public consulta-
tion over forestry issues in Victoria and a
proper study of the impact of the propased
roads.

All efforts by the Department to address
concerns have to date been merely token
gestures and now the green Light has been
given 1o the bulldozers. For further infor-
mation and background details contact
Peler Preuss at ACE’s Melboumne office
(see p. 2 for address and phone number).

hes

FILL THE MINISTER'S OFFICE
WITH LEMONS

Send your protest in the form ofa
lemon, to Kay Setches, Minister for
Conservation, Forests & Lands,

Electoral Office, 44 New Street,
gwood, 3134
ey
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Immigration means more than
simple environmental analysis

Alistair Phillips

Nth Cariton, Victoria .

The immigration debate has raised its ugly
head in the environmental movement. This
issue possibly has the capacity o divide
members and abstract the conservation
lobbying power of groups like the ACF
‘The issue is discussed as one of the most
important topics facing the ‘movement’ at
the present (it is not), yel there is a crucial
element missing from the dialogues so far,
especially from those people advocating a
reduction (ceiling) on Australia's immi-
gration levels. We are talking about
peoples’ lives, not just figures on Immigra-
tion Department’s computer screens, and
due 1o this the situation requires social
analysis, mot just a simplistic environ-
mental analysis.

Maybe the planet is suffering at the
moment under the strain of over popula-
¥ whobelieve thisis not
calegorically true (due to the way re-
sources are presently unnecessarily and
wastefully used). The real question to be
faced up 1o here is not so much where, or
how many people live—but how they live?

tion ~th

OF the 230 States and Territories of the
world we in Australia have the dubious
honour of being one of the highest per
capita consumers of energy. This fact
alone points to the real social issue facing
true environmentalists today —the wasteful
and destructive lifestyles we lead, particu-
larly in Paul Spencer's so called “civilised
countries” (Conservation News, Decem-
ber,1989).

If the human population of the planet is
aproblem we in Australia are not going to
solve anything by collectively ‘sticking
our head in the sand’ and elosing our doors

Poor economics
root cause of
conservation
problems

Clive Hackett

Kenmore, Qld

Impressive as the activities listed in the
annual report are, I feel that the ACF s still
not addressing the root cause of conserva-
tion problems.

This is the type of economic methods
being used by business advisers and staff
of govemnment departments and still being
taught widely to students.

Somehow, the time horizons of these

(o other peoples. Any i debate
will be stormy and emotional and perhaps
best left to the ‘Bruce Ruxtons’ of the
country to make fools of themselves over,
Butif the ACF wanls to enter the issue, as
a member I sincerely hope we have both
our social and environmental assessments
in order, The planet’s social and environ-
mental responsibilities must not be di-
vided! If they are, the conservation move-
ment will incur enormous costs in wasted
time, energy and support. O

Independent assessors needed for
Environmental Impact Statements

Molly Crawford and Jeff Simmons
Wildiife Soclety Queensland-

‘The Four Comners program shown in Cen-
tral Queensland on 27th November, 1989
confirmed our Society's branch view that
defects exist in the present Environment
Impact Study system.

In his summing up, the Four Corners
commentator said, ‘The present EIS sys-
tem clearly has serious faults, We should
g:i.ﬂinkinl‘ltudmm:nmm

In letters 1o Senator Graham Rich

“the present unsatisfactory nature of the
EIS process where developers lay down
guidelines to consultants in their pay to
m’h.mewhuuwy{medeve]npm}wamm

~ We called for more time to be given for
independent assessors o contribute to the
EIS, more consideration to be given to the
no action alternative, and for more time o
be given for public comment. In particular
‘we criticised the brief fortnight period al-
!uwod for public review of the latest updat-
E'I of the EIS. We commented that ‘it may

dated 3rd October, 1989 and 30th Novem-
ber, 1989 regarding the bid by the Pivot
Group to sandmine the Shoalwater Bay
Army Training Area, we remarked upon

o
first submit an inadequate EIS in the
h}owlndgelhuﬂwﬂndnm will be dealt
with summarily, so minimising effectual
public comment.

ds have to be lengthened from the
typical six to twelve months toa generation
or more. ACF should supportresearch into
ics and the blending of it

with conventional economics. ACF staff
should also learn about the newly develop-
ing approaches so that they can show the
true costs to society and the environmentof
project proposals it is concerned about. O

Politicians worried about the economy,
balance of payments, winning votes and
slaying in power may consider these re-
quests unrealistic, but Pivot Group is intent
upon extracting minerals to sell for profits
from a scenically beautiful, relatively pris-
ting area of Crown Land; in other words
consuming the property of the common
weal for personal gain, whilst degrading, if
not destroying, our inheritance of natural
ecosystems, The parabaolic high dunes in
the proposed leases, for instance, have
been thousands of years in the making.

We believe that the very survival of the
human race is being threatened by our
haste to gobble up resources while degrad-
ing the natural world, and spewing out all
manner of toxic and hazardous wasies in
the process, We need to tread more lightly
upon this earth and take time to consider
every step if we are to survive into the
future. The EIS system must be overhauled
if it is to perform the task correctly and
the satisfaction of the general public, con-
servationists, politicians and developers.0

14 — CONSERVATION NEWS, February, 1690

geember issue of Conservation News we

! ! £ We gave you brief details of the C: ons G s in Me
saue we will conclude by mflhmnu the groups existing in the u[hu;chpntwlcc‘:rlgi]!j-k“y“ . e
Myﬁ“nmls: Group is actively involved in public awareness and [un[l;wiﬂnrl ‘
ly active in stalls at community events and shopping centres i

\tmosphere Group is engaged in a ange of p Tineas f
BTl presenting ks o & EC Of programmes including parliamentary Greenhouse briefings, running public
fi 5 12 0 groups and preparing submissions, E g
ieban Group covers such issues as planning legislation, urban bushl,
and medium density housing.
the Lesueur Campaign Group aims (o save
: b 1 @ ve the Lesueur region from mining and a power stati S Cus
g and information dissemination, use of the media, research and submission \fri\ing ; R T
PAdelaide ACF office has recently launched the Women fi Snviron :
L ¥ launci L or the Environmen i i 5
B ol e ent Campaign Group, in response (o questions
in 1Dn.c.h wxll; ;S. Y?hu are e: '_nurm_.-,u‘d to._mm these groups, thereby strengthening ACF's campaigns on a local level. News
Ling nmcs; ; rl|'“-1BI'lL cs and Campaign Groups are published in the State updates; otherwise ring the relevant person listed
or contact Trish Brawn or Julie D"“cf" VMcmhjcnhup at ACF’s Melbourne office about starting up a group of your own.
pne numbers and addresses of all ACF's State offices are on page 2 of this newsletter. O

NEW SOUTH WALES TN

Blue Mountains

Terri Hamilton (047) 82 4554 or
John Thompson (047) 51 1519
Central Coast

or Greg Roberts (043) 822 483 (ah)
Hunter Region

Nav Brah (049) 528 542 (ah)
Illawarra

Cheryl Aldrich (042) 291 625 (ah)
Sunraysia Mallee

A. Hymer (050) 234 554

activities to protect our forests. The group is

ushland, transport, toxic chemicals, urban tree planti ng, waste

VICTORIA

Canberra

Kathryn Kelly (062) 825 366 (ah) or
(062) 893 191 (bh) or Mike McGrath
(062) 571 860 (ah) or (D62)474 822 (bh)

ent Centre (060) 212 627 (bh)

plding (053) 456 343 (ah)
d Valley
i (03) 439 3460 (ah) or

OR (=
tton (03) 439 4298 (ah) Antarctic Campaign Group

David Westlake (03) 416 1455 (bh)
Kakadu Campaign Group
Angela Hill on (03) 484 1678 (ah)

15 (056) 348 316 (ah)

McLennan (03) 726 7117 (ah) Sydney ! 84 167
t\"icluria( ) Tan Landon-Smith (02) 487 3411 (ah) Membe i g:n:pal%:: ?rgr-:p
onway (057) 218 667 (ah) Shoalhaven Trish Brawn (03) 416 1455 (bh)

Sonia Orford (044) 430 977 Tropical Forest Campaign Group

2 Netig Felicity Wishart (03) 416 1455 (bh)

Northern Riverina
Wendy Avery ((069) 723 093

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Central Australia
Matthew Guggisberg (089) 526 782 (bh)

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

ips (055) 233 023 (ah)
a Mallee
(050) 234 554

BRISBANE
Cape York Campaign Group
Mark Horstman (07) 229 7715
Coast Campaign Group
Phillip Cosser (07) 341 4440
Greenhouse Campaign Group
| Tim Easton (07) 378 8364
SYDNEY
Antarctic Campaign Group
Bridget Berry (02) 247 1497 (bh)
Atmosphere Campaign Group
Sue Salmon (02) 247 1497 (bh)
Forest Campaign Group

lugston (053) 582 831 (ah)
Coast
Roberts (043) 822 483

Atherton Tablelands
Virginia Simmons (070) 958 302 (ah)

Brisbane o L Bruce Dover (02) 234 4220
Paula Newman (07) 397 0647(ah) Urban Campaign Group
Mary River Harvey Sanders (02) 262 3200

Magdalena Steffens (071) 292211

Gold Coast sl
Greg Owens (075) 386 877

| WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Lesueur Campaign Group
| Colma Keating (09) 368 1562

CAMPAIGN GROUPS
Melbourne |
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1 Member of ACF you recelve
M our monthly newsletier vatlon News, B discounted subscription o HABITAT, aur full
natlanal environment i o, W voting rights in ACF Counell elections, W opporiunity 1o
books and merchandise through ACF Enterpris W access (o our extensive environmental
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pratect the environmant.

| would like to be a member of the Australian Conservation Foundation
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