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]’I‘HE NE W TURN IN I{ FOR A GENERAL , NATIONAL STRIKE
HE AN’[‘I-__«'?'AR MOVEMENT | | AGAINST THE WAR AND CONSCRIFTION.

el S—— i

We have devoted a lnrge sectlon of thig lesue of MTERNATIONAL to an analyals
in n series of short articles by Denig Freney of the antl-war movement in this
country. i - ;

The significant shift has occurred on'a number of planes, The exposure of the
atrocities at Song My has released the ~floodgates of news, and the truth In

* all its starkness 18 coming home now to even those who were doubters, AS a

repult, the mase media and the politicians have had to in a period of days, evalunte
thai ¢ positiona. THE AUSTRALIAN carried 'out a premarkable about turn and
prominently and publicly began to "erusade'' for Imimediate withdrawal. The Federal
A,L.F. lender, /hitlam, leads a deputation of the Committee in Deflance of the
Nitional Service Act ... The Bydney wharfles by a large majority declde to
blacklist the JEFPARIT, . The general revulglon grows against the war.

The shift provides a tremendous opportunity, i all other conditions are fulfilled,
of’ winning a major victory in April by mobilising on the streets many thousands,
and of even achleving the goal of a quarter of a million in protests throughout the
country. But it also providea the poseibility and the abaolute neceaslty for
mobilisation of large numbers around the more revolutionary slogan of "Vietory
to.the NLF" and ralsing the whole consclousness of the clags by injecting this
conecept into the struggle. 4

The role of the unions is also vital, Ve must sec the possibility of the unions,
pparked by the general swing and defiance, taking a more radieal swing and
even the possibility of g._ggqgr_:}l_a‘t_rﬂ-»g_ against the war, of a brief duration if
necessary, on the Friday afternoon of the weekend the protest is set down for.

Such action, which will be a practical proposition in April, against the war, must

be one of the major goals,.. But in addition, we need other forms of actlon at

the grassroote level : in the .unlversllies a general student strike, in the schools,
teachers and stidents to join in action. Such proposals sound almost revolutionary

in our context, but (excepting the uniong) they did preclaely oceur in the U, 8, A,

’I"h'e concept of a @t_!on-_wldg_ @ne_r"ai at rike against the war on the IPriday afternoon
before the moratorlum weckend, 18 something that must be fought for right now .

It 18 a demand which makes the quarter of a million marebing in the streets a

real possibility. It makes for a struggle that will thave tremendous revolutionary
potential. AND IT IS A REALISABLE SLOGAN ; GIVEN THE REAL PREPARATION
POLITICAL, IDEOLOGICAL AND ORGANISATIONAL. - - -

To make the general strike agd the moratorium a success will also necessitate
the mobilisation of thé youth , particularly on a loeal, suburban basls -- and that
will peed g ordination of all forces in localities from now on, and that ina
non-sectarian way. ¥

he following articles will help to outline some of the najor problems involved
in developing the anti-war movement : your criticisms are invited for publication
in the next issue. 2 5 . Deember 1969, .



politics.
Now we are witnessing the
been eminently successful campaigns . s,lthuugh no conclusion has yet been
reached on either of them. i ;

ﬁnuce has becm-ne n key word in Aust ralian radical
First came the defiance and deliberate confrontation of the T'enal Fowers,
defiance of the National Service Act.

Both have

 More than anything else the acts of defiance in both these
instance highlight the new period ef conﬂdence and confrontation with the State
‘into which the Auatrau.nn labor movement is now entering.

The success of these campaigns gwea

a startling rebuttal to the Jerimiahs in
the Left who have predicted terrible can-
sequences for those who dared to defy

a bourgeois law.

These conservatives, be they on the i
"trotskyist' side of the political spectrum
(Resistance and the International Marxist
League) or on the 'stalinist' side (the
conservative union bureaucrats) at first
justified themselves by referring to the
terrible fate that awaited those who

defied the law ( the Coal Strike of '49

was the usual spectre raised). One leading
member of the IML declared that he was
not prepared to spend 25 days in jail, as
he had more important things to do ...
Cnme leading parliamentarian on the (fake)
Left in NSW declared it was all "advent-
urism" (a common word these days),
until his "Leader' #hitlam himself
engaged in this adventurist enterprise. .,
Now a second leader of the IML declares
that the Act of Defiance is on the "extreme
rightwing" and is no more significant .
than hreaking a bourgeois law by '"pissing
in the gutter'.,..

‘Whatever the rationalisatwn from wha.t-
‘ever quarter, all these individuals lack -
any sense of the new period we are
entering, or , more serious a real
mﬁfﬁ:ﬁhe mechanisms of

our present societ a .

Both live in past  formulae, mche.ntg;l and

M‘ﬁéﬁaﬁg ﬂm:lied to the present iﬁmiun.

TEE SIGNIFICANCE OF
DEFIANCE. _

How does capitalism rule in
our present society ?It is clearly
not simply by police and military
repression -- rather it is through
the complexity of bourgeois
democracy. An integral part of
the structure is the 'respect for
law and erder'' -- that once
a law is passed, then it must be

‘respected and the normal "democ-

ratic " procedure to have it
repealed (ie., assembly, protest
etc..). Thus, the ruling class
can almost totally dispense with

~ the normal means of repression

that exist behind the scenes. That
is of course why 'law and order"
is a sacred tatem of the bourgeois-
ie. Not only law and order that
would be expected in any civilised
eommunity (murder etc. ) but
above alllaws which enshrine the
powers of the bonrgeois State.
The Fenal Fowers we re one form

. of the contrnl of the State over

the unions (mthers still exist,
particularly the more subtle forms
of hegemony of capitalist ideas).

The part of the Crimes Act being

_defied by the Committee in Defiance

of the National Service Act is only
a small secter, and even toa

T

certain degree an unnecessary abberation ~ |
to the whole operation of conscript ion.
Yet to defy a law of this nature is a direct ‘
challenge to the authority and  strength
of the State. Because, besides its direct
effect in making the law inoperative, it
gives a new perspective and force to the
anti-war and radical movement it gives

it a new confidence which can allow it
to sce thefrailty of the present system of
rule and at the same time, the force and
repression behind the facade.

To defy a law is to question the whole
framework within which the system operates
It is to take the struggle onto a new level.
That more than anything else was the deepe®
significance of the Fenal Fowers struggle--
it was in itself a contributing factor

to the present wave of industrial discontgnt
and militancy which is spreading throughsut
industry.

It remains true that many who signed and
acted out the defiance were not aware and
still are unaware of the deeper significance
of the whole operation. For them it
remains only a higher form of protest.

a new and unique means of gaining publjeity
for the cause.

But , independent of their will, and

despite the efforts of the mass media and
Whitlam to make it simply that -- another
form of protest-absorbed in the system --
the fact remains that a law has been defied.
The same remains with the Fenal Fowers.

NEW FORMS OF DEFIANCE

The movement of defiance must now
escalate onto new acts, more unacceptable
to the present system. One obvious act

of defiance that can be contemplated

is collection of aid for the NLF, something
which must be tackled as something in
itself , but also something which can

lead to a confromation with the State

and an end to the grip which has
paralysed solidarity action.

The class must be brought into mass
actions -- that is of course true. But

they will rot move independently
of the examrles set nor of the
more advanced elements. What is

necessary is the maobilisation of the

mass of the working class for
radieal, revolutionary change. That will
not oceur unless the grip of bourgeols
ideology is broken in striking and
spectacular vays. One of the major
elements in the grip of bourgeois
ideology is precisely, as we have
said, '"respect for law and order'.
The rejection and deflan ce of laws
which oppress and contain the mass
movement is an integral, even
decisive part of any revolitionary
awakening, The masses reject
and refuse to accept the right of
the ruling class to govern -- that
is the major , even decisive element
in a revolutionary moment in history.
They must have the confidence to
rule themselves, and the ruling
class must iave lost, even momentarily,
its self-coni'dence and will to rule.
The molecular precess to such a
consciousne :s is difficult, even
invisible. Put it proceeds continually
and the role of the revolutionary is
to intervene consciously to aid the
process.
The arguments advanced against the
"defiance' flow largely from an
incomprehersion of this basic fact.
For them , it remains an act of indiv-
| idual "conscience', of Ghandian
martyrdom which lacks any point
(hence it is 'rightwing", .)And in
any case, these 'trotskyists' argue,
to fight against conscripgion is anyhow
"rightwing'' (?) But we shall deal with
the whole question of conscription
clsewhere in this issue of INTERN-
ATIONAL... Sufficient to say that
the combinec effect of condemning
the Act of Defiance and anti-conscr-
iption is an abject "opting-out'' of
a vital sphere of the anti-war
movemeunt which is now mobilising
thousands of youth ... DF.. 5.12.69

*******m**w*t*w*-m#a=-u*n-:ummmumse-Lm***4‘ﬂu:**M*mt***w*#ﬁ************



ovement . Somc

"abolish
central slogan

. only "withidraw

who have simply
the law and gonc
necessary and
flouted the

gt them by march-
rations, speaking
5 in fact, indep- 1
of the actors

ds up to a revolution:
‘gonscription

‘the mass mobilis-
'to the aid of the
80 the dct of

bs a nose toa

of governmental

‘advanced.apgainst
that th¥real

88 is to register
id then carry out
gide the army.
that those who

t do soina
‘and in fact

ts to fail the
‘gourse no contra
resistance and
ationary work
fact, the militancy
de the army

' pesistance insid
eonscripts
eh is truly
onditions.
yzens. . -
conscripts are
\singly restless.

THE PERSFECTIVES OF

. THE MOVEMENT AGAINST

The movement for the abolition of
conscription must be seen as part of

the general anti-war movement, and

one which almost aut omatically leads
youth to a higher concepi of struggle --
first for the complete withdrawal of
Austra lian and all imuperialist troops and
nex: for solidarity with the NLF... Yet
because it is in a sensz 2 more 'limited"
de mand, it must not be snubbed as
unimportant, etc.. The whole movement
for non-registrat ion can be seen as
culminating in 1870 in a ceries of massive
defiances of the Act and refusal to register.
Conscription is therefore going to remain
one of the major gquestions of concern

in the anti-war movement. It offers the
possibility of a massive mobilisation

of the youth around a demand of immediate
concern. But cuch a mobilisation must
take place in the sense of a confrontation
with the State ,and a real challenge to the
whole existing gystem, That means getting
outside traditional 'pacifist" means, and

an attempt to involve large numbers in

militant actions of defiance.
Such action can include storming of
centres for national service regist-
ration, attempt to disrupt the draft,
and massive non-registering. If
the successive intakes are succeasful,
the radical anti-war movement must
do all possible concurrently with
the non-registration campaign,
to incite those who are inducted
to resist within the Army, and to
try to incite massive desertion
and organisation of a servicemen's
union within the Australian Army.
For the first time it is now conceiv-
able tc begin this work and the logieal
place to start is among the conscripts,
and that from the beginning of the
induction period. Desertion, strikes
inside the army -- resistance
inside the army in general -- is a muct
more serious thing than the whole
act of non-registratisn and mus be
tackled with a seriousness of an
extreme. ..
Provocations, of all types must be
expected. But this is a truly revol-
utionary task that must be tackled
and prepared... 5,12, 69

IS SOLIDARITY |
ULTRA-LEFT ? |

Alongside the cry that "anti-conscription' is "rightwing' goes the cry that

to make "solidzwity v'in the NLF' a central slogan (aud not a peripheral nne)

in major aitempte at militant city demonstrations, is "ultra-left" and adventurist. .
We are told tha* the only really revolutionary transitional slogan for mass mobil-
isation is 'immediate withdrawal of troops'...

Strarge . company of revoluticnaries when
the majority of Democcrat leaders in the
USA call for the immediate witgdrawal,
when the AUSTRALIAN now does so, and
the A. L. F. leaders also do so. Recall that
Holyoake in New Zealand informs us that
he expects Australian and NZ troops to

be out by the end of 1870...

Not to say that 'immediate withdrawal

of troops " is not a valid, even extremely

valid slogan which must remain a
central one in any mobilisation.
But to present it as the major |
transitional slogan around which we
must mobilise is false. The slogan J
which will move people to a higher
level of consciousness and around
which it is vital to mobilise forces
in demonstrations in 1970 numbering
up to a thousand is "solicarity's
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in puburbia, in the factories, In the
gchoola and universities, Vital in the
coming months, if a quarter of a million
are to be brought onto the streets, 18
right now_set ahout establishing
momt orium committees at grassroota.
level -~ suburb by suburb, school by
school, factory by factory. This is not
an impossibility, nor is it beyond the
faeilities of the left and the anti-war
movement,
committee remains centralised ,then

we will have only a minimal turpout. ..

1t is necessary right now to begin, and
withaat preconceptions or without any
exclusiveness

The slogans advanced by the Canberra
Conference which lauached the concept of
the moratorium --''withdraw all [oreign
troops ' and " abolish conseription’’
provide the basis for such a mobilisation

but any action must allow for participation

by a whole range of opinions and sectors

in their own way and at their own level of

conaciousness. The concept of the
demonstrations then must be above all

.. flexible, Yet it must also have two

major component parts: protest at the
local level, in the suburbs, factories,

+ gehools and universities, and protest

at a central point, a culminating

demonstration to which the others will be

leading up...

LOCAL MO RATORIUM COMMITTEES'
VITAL TO SUCCESS _

Local moratorium committees can
provide the anti-war movement with a

totally new framework. These committees

should combine representatives of the
anti-war forces in local areas. These
should inelude not only representatives
of unions, A.L,F. branches, anti-war
groups in the locality, rellgious groups.
but also and above all, youth groups --
representatives from the universities,
high schools and tech. college students
in the area, And forms must be found to

involve the unorganised youth of the area
o DENIS FRENEY,

1f the concept of the moratoriu

working in factories , ete..
If the moratorium mobilisation is .~ .~
approached in this faghion, with the
maximum effort and coordination of all
groups, then we. can hope for a
really large turnout., .

THE ROLE OF WHITLAWM

It is probable that Whitlam and the ALF

m leadership will support the moratorium,

This is already clear from the large
number of Labor MFs and Senators who
have signified their support. #hitlam
has an interest in keeping the radieal-
isation and anti-war swing bubbling.
This will prevent Gorton from consolid-
ating his position in the coming
weeks. and will consolidate the swing to
Labor which will be visible in coming
Senate elections. At the same time.
Ahitlam no doubt calculates that he will
be able to contain a movement which
is developing in any case, and that
in the event of his being elected, he
will beable to fold up anything which
develops beforehand (as Wwilson did
quite successfully with CND)vs o
Not to say that the radical anti-war
forces should turn . own any cooperation
and in fact not actively encourage it.
BUT THEY MUST DO 50 WITH THEIFR.
EYES OFEN ; THEY MUST FIND THE
WAYS AND MEANS OF MAINTAINING
A CERTAIN INDEFENDENCE OF THE
MOVEMENT FROM THE GRIF OF
THE WHITLAMITES AND FIND THE
VIAYS AND MEANS OF FREVENTING
SUCH A SITUATION ( Whitlam using
the movement then folding It up)
ARISING IN THE FUTURE.

The Moratorium will be a major
test for the radical anti-war move ment.
It will be a test also of the capacities

of all those who claim to be revolution-
aries, to see how capable they are of

working in a non-sectarian way, mobil-
ising wide forces,
independence and injecting advanced
5,12, 68

yet maintaining theil o
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' BOCIAL STRUGGLES

N BEUROVE

The beginning of Autumn witnessed the resumption of social struggles in

Western Durope.

A new factor is that, to the struggles which were foreseen in France, and above
gll in Italy, are now added the wild-cat strikes in Germany, marking the rewawak-

ening of the working class of that country.

This is evidenced in the victory of the
German Social Democratic Party.
The strikes in Germany have burst out
in the middle of a great economic boom
seen in the spectacular external trade
expansion , the surplus in balance of
payments , the prestige of the strong
Mark ag a currency, subject to speculation
by "floating eapital' out for immense profits.
But this is also accompanied by inflation
which while still moderate is continual ,
and above all by a crying disproportion
in the distribution of riches created
by the working people.
For these reasons, large sections of
workers have dared for the first time
in the history of postwar Germany, to
brusquely defy the power of the unions
integrated in the system ,and to go into
action, demanding substantial wage rises
or in oth»» words, a bigger proportion
of the exavbiznt. profits of German
big business.
In France, the strikes broke out as a
Birect result of the well-considered
devaluation of the Summer, and the
new rise in inflation, which automatically
followed. But if the apparent real direct
reason may seem the devaluation, these
struggles have a more profound reason ==
the social malaise of France going back
to May 1968, /
We are then still witnessing examples of
the radicalisation that occurred among
the French workers during these events,
and which has been aggravated by the
specific economic conditions now existing
in the country. o
The French strikes have revealed that
it is a question not only of the improvement
in the workers living standards, threatened

by inflation, but also of their type of life

(S

in the factories and society.

It is insufficient to call simply
fora eliding scale of wages which
ig a suitable icentral slogan in a
period of inflation. The wage-earners
alsn demandthat their condition of life
in which they work be under their
effective control, prior tothe manage-
ment of the economy and the whole
of societv by the workers.
That is surely evident still ina
confused way, and is resisted by
the union bureaucracies, who would
like to see this sentiment disappear.
But such demands can be seen more
and more clearly as being character-
istic of the deepest aspirations mnot
only of the students, but also of the
proletarian masses properly so called.

ASFIRATION FOR WORKERS
CONTROL IN_FRANCE AND ITALY

The still extreme conservatism of

the Communist Farty union and
political apparatus has contained

the movement in one for demands
which are cssentilly wage demands.

In Italy on the other hand, in the
country which is at the present time
the main epicentre of the social
struggles in West Europe, the
tendency is towards the formation of
a new workers movement, self-
organised and self-managed democrat-
jcally, aimed at the creation of a

veal 'workers power' in the factories
and in scdety, parallel with thr
existing bourgeois power, is
dlready, infinitely more clarified.

Tte social struggles forseen for this
autumn began a little everywhere on



The auturn social struggles in Italy
which are still continuing,-began a
little everywhere on rank-and:file
initiatives, and forced the unions and
political parties to give them immediate
support, while the unions and parties
adapted remarkabl. to the mood of the
rank-and-file , both organisationally
and in relation to demands.

Thus in the big strike struggles now
taking place in Italy, the democratically
elected delegates and general assemblies
combine with the unions to organise and
lead the struggles, particularly inall
the big factories in the country, partic-
| ularly at Fiat in Turin and Firelli
' in Milan.

Due to the democratic organisation
of the movement, it as been possible
to go beyond the strictly wage struggles
and to contest the bosses' power and
the bourgeois power in general in
larger fields : from the organisation
of work in the factories, to the way to
provide cheap housing in the cities and
villages where outrageous speculation
is now dominant.

Thus, in both Italy and France, the {
thoions have capitalised to their own
benefit the major social movements
and struggles of autumn and have
presented themselves as powerful
indepen dent forces which the regime
and the parties must from now on
take account of.

/ The "meo-capitalist' itate determined

|
|
]

to follow a policy of continual concentration

and _:mdem{satia_n of production wants
to turn the unions into 'valuable
persons with whom to have a dialogue',
who will play the game according to the
rules, and who, in collaboration with
big business (both State and private)
ﬂ&l agree to continually imnprove
the material and social status of the
working class, integrated in the system.
That capitalism in the advanced countries
to avoid the costl r business of

of production which is constantly
developing, flows from the very logic
of the system, which demands
_more and more participation from
the workers.
But this system does not funetion
in an 'ideal" way in a closed
fashion in each country taken separatcly.
In each country, the market tends
to become dominated by some hundreds
huge multinational enterprises, around
which gravitate a number of other
industrial, commercial and rural
indulries.

RESISTANCE OF LAYERS

BLIMINATED BY MONOPOLY GROW/TT

This development occurs with

crises fed by the resistance of

middle layers in trade and agriculture
in the process of being eliminated,

and among workers affected by

the changesin the economic situation
(inflation, redundancies and reallocation
of labour. .) and from their alienated
status in a society aimed at profit

and ruled by a hierarchy.

Each capitalist country moreover
suffers from inter-capitalist
antagonisms and their effects.

The Mark for example in its fluctuations
effects a weaker country such as
France and by the affects of the on
IMF to create some 59,5 billion
through the form of special drawing
rights. .

This latter decision shows how

the US has gained new strength from the
erisis through which a number of
capitalist countries have passed.

‘Due to the rapid advance of the U. S,
economy over the growth rate of all
other capitalist countries (and the
whole world) and due to their
internal contradictions among each
other, they have been unable to
present a united frant to the USA ..

| which has been able to establish the

‘supremacy of the dollar -- at least

decision that Washington has imposed the

T —

Las

provisionally .. by contituing to
finance their balance of payment deficit
by converting Buropean capital into
Buro-dollar and by loans by US banks.
Now by the IMF  decision, the US

ig practically freed from the chligation
to convert dollars into gold and

can pay simply through special drawing
rights.

It is possible to predict a trend towards
the concentration and modernigation of
the productive apparatus of neo-capitalism
amidet social crises and economic
perturbations and difficultics which will
aid the rise of the workers movement

and the orientation of ite struggles
towards more ambitious ¢ w3 " ..

Cu this road , to this fgoal, the traditional
union bureaucracies can still offer
resistance as can the political parties
which osseilate between the tendency to
integrate frankly in the system (Amendola
in Italy) , calling on the CFIto form a
grand coalition as a governmental party)
and those play an autonomous role

but without clear political perspectives.
Having rejected the idea that the seizure
of power is inconceivable without the
essentially extra-parliamentary struggle,
which will go outside at a given moment
the framework of bourgeois legality, an
and lacking a clear view of the transition
from capitalism to socialism, these
apparatuses launch into struzgles into
which they are essentially pushed

by their rank-and-file, and constantly
fearing 'uncoordinated' movements
which may bypass them.

While it is clear that infaniile
'"Meftism ' which rejects any
collaboration whatsoever with the
unions and advances no transitional
political perspective, 18 in a blind alley
each time the social struggle swells up
and the questions of power is generalised
and posed the questions of power in
in an objective way, the absence of
concrete pergpectives among the
revolutionary left on the way to
conceive the seizure of power
in each given country, its form and
the transitional society also weighs
heavily on on the dynamic of the
movemetit.

The essential task of the revolutionary

Left in the advanced capitalist countries

at the present stage is to push militanto

and the masses in the big union bodies

and politica! bodies of the working clags

t'o call for all political power to

a network of democratic workers

committees (workers, students, intell -

ectuals) in the factories, social gervices,

universities, wte.. with the aim of

a democratically self-managed gociety

developing towards socialism.

It is in this general framvework that

a fuller concrete transitional

programme for each country must

be developed.

For never since the War has the

gituation been more favourable than now

than to develop this project and

arm wide layers of workers with it,

given their clear desire to struggle.
MICHEL EABLO. . November 1969
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| N THE ITALIAN COMMUNIST FARTY
W rdinary rise in social struggles this autumn in Italy, of course

pése:h ;::ﬁitm c:;’ythe political golution that the different or_ganisat?ons e?vlsa[_fll-
{Uhile on the parliamentary plan:, the bairgeoisie has had to orientate 1tse1f' s}
a new centre-left government, the CI1 has spoken through the :a'elghty voice »
of Amendola of the need to hroaden this opening to the left to include the extremec
Left, ie. the CFL. ! )
1tis interesting to note the responses this suggestion has provoked in the
Left of the Farty organised around the publication I MANIFES’FO. {

 Following the successcs of this review among the rising revohlmomry fnlarces

. and its cosrageous positions on the invasion of Czechoslovakia = relations with

(L‘r the CPSU, the leadership of the ECI has reacted viclently. But they have not been

'.’ able to expel the left representatives(ROSSANDO ROSANDA. LUIGI FINTOR .
ANTOLI NATOLL ete. . ). e publish below a significant letter dated 23 August

' 1969 sent by Luigi Fintor to RENASCITA . and which that magazine did not publish.

-- note prefacing this letter published in SOUS LE DRAIEAU DU SOCIALISME, 50) .
HeokaK Ak
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Dear RENASCITA,

1 would not say that the letter published by commde Amendola in UNITA under the
heading 'The Farty of Government "' (21 August) had a commemorative purpose. It
was rather an act, as against an explicit political gesture which ~brusigely raised
basic questions on the basis and method which I hope the central committee will
discuss.
in substance, comrade Amendola with his usual autheritativeness, proposes that
the Farty aims at participation in short term and as a major objective 'which
no one can escape’, But this chjective 18 in fact today foreign to the Farty's

. policy and has not been mentioned in any of its discussions; on the contrary , it

~ is excluded as an acceptable aim. What has pushed comrade Amendola to take

' a different position on such an essential and decisive question ? Vhen it is

proposed that a big workers party. twenty years in oppositional struggle, to enter

want it to do ..

#hy consider a government with this
Christian Democracy and this Socialist
Farty ?A government which will be another
edition of the illusions of the Centre-Left
and reformism on key questions of orient -
in the economy and the balance of the
m, of the workers conditions , on

- W&W and foreign policy ?

it will not be one .. But if it
is not that, then there is a duty to
indicate through what struggle process
social and political, a situation will
be ripened which today is recognised
as being upripe , so that we can
achieve another form of government- -
of a different politics, with new
anti-capitalist orientations, that is,
an alternative regime and not an

T

alternative ministry. If that is not

done -- and Amendola does not do it,

or if he does saysomething it is as vague
as Is suggestion is premptorarv. -- than
what is "inescapable " in fact is © to

‘fall intovoluntarism, by disorientating
the movement and hitting at the oppositional
movement , by bringing in the back window
the idea that was hunted out the door --
our insertion in a Centre-Left coalition.
The references to Togiliatti add nothing.
We all know that our participation in

the anti-fascist post-war coalition tock
place in totally different coditions

which no longer exist. In Togliatti's
1963 interview an orieration emerg-. .
‘ddi’. which neither Togliatti nor any
other leading body of the Farty pushed
any further , and only a few months
later pgave a very different perspective,
following the governmental capitulation
of the socialists , their split and the
worsening of the divisions in the Left.
As for the question of the method

that Amendola's article raises : was
there not ,at the end of July, a meeting
of the Central Committee on the govern-
mental crisis and the problems of
internal politics ?#Why did Amendola raise
the question on the CC instead of twenty
days later in UNITA ? And was there
not more recently a debate on a vote

of econfidence in Farliament, with a
speech by comrade Berlinger in which
there was not the vaguest hint of the

orientation A meundola calls for today 7

I do not tnow if this question has
been discussed recently in the Party
leadership or Folitical Burneau.I

do not think it has, because, otherwise,
it would mean that these bodies

(which have the most responsibility,
but arethe most limited in size) have
discussed the policy line without

the CC , which is the body which has
power on this question, and without
the Farty as a whole having heard
anything about it. But discuounting tha
chancethe anomoly involved of comrade
Amendola's initiative with the official
stamp of UNITA approval on it, is
only more crying.I dont believe

that is trying to create a scandal

or something academic to raise. It

is rather g exemplary
confirmation of the gravity and complex-
ity of the problems of the internal
life and functioning of our leading
bodies, their reciprocal relations

and their relationships to the whole of
the militants , and the need to tackle
thuse problems in a new way, in all
their complexity and reality, their
extent and portent. Without hiding
behind any Pretext.

Yours fraternally,

LIUGI FINTOR

CZECHOSLOVAKIA :

/L FREVIOUSLY UNFUBL

HED AFFEAL OF THE

CZECH COMMUNIST FARTY XIV CONGRESS MEETING DURING SOVIET INVASION..

""The XIV Special Congress of the Czechoslovak Communist Farty addresses the follow -

ing urgentcall to the Communist and

‘Workers Farties in all countries &

. The principle of sovereignty and national independence is the funda-
‘mental and: prior condition for the specific way to socialism ; But the blind action
of certain groups of bureaucratic leaders has replaced the theoretical arguments
on the essence of socialism with brutal force of cannons and tanks and trodden under

foot all the basic principles of marxism and

']

r openly condemning before the proletariat

internationalism. The hegeomist tendencico

and Great Fower politics poorly hidden behind talk of the internal Czech situaiton
“and the struggle against the invented phantom of counter -revolution, threatens to
mpromise marxism and socialism for a whole historic epoch, For that reason,

of the whole of the working masses



revitalisation of the CVA as form of propaganda but in the

through the military

ships which, i
intervention are trying clearly to revolutiotiary organism. That actual content and form given
break the rebirth of soefalism in _ struggle will be a long one -- which to the struggle that arises around a
the USSH and restore the stalinist regl yq noi'io gay that some spectacular short-  particular issue.
We invite you all, faced with this term gains cannct be made which will
 situation not to take part in the Confer.  gn00d up the total revitalisation. SEL7-MANAGEMENT AND

of Workers and Communist Farties thi WORKERS CONTROL --BASIC CONCEI T4

Autumn in Moscow ; we invite you CFA CONGRESS TO BE HELD

consider if the CE'SU leaders a IN A PERIOD OF UNFRECEDEN TED " .. The perspective is clear in
other interventionist parties cont UPSURGE IN RADICAL MOVEMENT the section ''The New Society ' --
e P@“W {on the::ﬁ? " Australia as an independent
g i The CFA 22nd, National Congress due Soclalist epublie ;. . socially
for Easter will take place in a period of owned enterprises to be under the
unprecedented upsurge. The massive control of Workers Councils, elected
swing of opinion against the #ar, the and subject to recall ; development
continued swing against the government of the maximum degrec of self-

(177 swing to the ALF in recent Victorian management and autonomy consistent
State by-election) , the wave of industrial with over-all co-ordination and

militancy , promise to usher in the most planning in productive units, institutions
spectacular year of revolutionary action professions, etc.. in order to :
Australia has ever ' seen, develop the self -activity and contrd over
In January 1968 , we made a similar their own affatra of all members of
prediction ('a year of class struggle society ; reduce and eventually elimin-
in this country on a level - qualitatively ate the politieal and coercive functions
and guantitatively - that we have not of the State , combat bureaucracy and
seen for many years'). Few would the remoteness from groups and indiv -
disagree that we have seen an upsurge iduals of the centres of power and
this year... Next year, we are certain control over their lives. ... While such
will witness new peaks of class struggle. self-management would be the bagis
And what makes us even more confident of all production, planning and social
in such a prediction is the evolution of activity, the people as a whole would
the CFA as witnessed in this document, need finally to decide on plana .. Al

. IMFORTANCE OF FPROGRAMMATIC It is difficult to think of a better

TATEMENT -- A NEED FOR A formulation of the needss and powers

EVOLUTIONARY GUIDEBOOK of self-management ., Ferhapa the
: major point needing elaboration is
',a'evolutionary programine or manifesto -- the need to specifically outline
nd the document really falls betwcen the how the plans would develop ( by demo -
(not something necessarily bad) -- cratic elaboration from helow) and how
t foday be a guidebaook, a revolutionary the market would fit into such a
book for revolutionary militants model" of self-management. But
eir struggles on the job . in day-to- these are details - - although
e, It means both giving them important -- of the basic model
ﬁrﬁwét‘tve, and at the same time already elaborated on by the
them to ‘see the link between document. The document continues
- gﬁis_thay wage day by day (and the with some detailed statement of other
= s use) and the socialist features of a self- managed socialist
o the way to make that not only gociety, particularly concerning tt;ehts
inning o o the workers and students in guarantee of human and workers rights.



The intraduction of nn new egalitarian
note into the programme i@ mlso to

be welcomed . While minor amendments
and additions could be made to the
draft, it remaing true that the section on
the "New Soclety" is
Clearly, there exists the intention to
aifferentat cthe CFA from the ptalinist
reglmes of the V&SR and Ea sern Euro
congeructing a model which will clearly
{ndlct the existing models of stalintem
and nec-stalinism.

vet, the sector on the "wocial
in the programme {8 wonk and in
reality dodges coming to grips with
staliniem. The statement at the end

of this passage that the struggle
againat imperialiem (7) has gometimes
conditioned and restricted the full .
development of soclallem and the seorrect
relatlons between soclalist countrics

with accompanying negatlve effects on the
appeal of soclaliem in other countrice"

18, to put &t mildly, a weak and fneipid
excuse for an analysls which contradict’s
the rest of the document, hat fe nec-
eopary 1s a statement analysing the
erimes of staliniem, the emergence of |
the bureaucracy and the rise of galin. |
To leave matters slmply at the aoove
absurd position on stallnism 1o to

negate the extremely positive detailed
revolutionary programme in the remainder,

FPROGRAMME LACKS IN
SELF-ANALYSIS BY C.T.A._

Vhile there are valuable (even if |
open to discuselon in detail) analyses !
of the unions and the A, L, I, Yet the !
Frogramme lacks the essentlal element

of self-critielam , although there is the
statement that the CFA "Wwill submit i
its past theories, policies and actions !
1o the closest self-critical scrutiny "

That is o very welcome development, '

but one which also be begun now, in

the document iteelf. Otherwise the

document agaln lacks an cssential

element which can allow the CPA to |
not only adopt an otherwlse excellent

———— e o DBl 140280
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| progr
adjust i
ch!rlc which are preelaely {nherited

’ from the past. .
not sufficient to almply adopt a prog-
one of the gtrongest.) ramme,
. may be,
. pendapt the whole organism, ]
pehy la only poeaible by a total analyeis of
| the past.
In reallty,
| and while ldeological atruggle will
dot world'! proceed on differe
| In the programme ,
| battle within the CTA will be for a total
| analysis of stalinism, and a eritleal
! gxamination of the past
There are in any case, vital lgsues which
the whole revolutionary left must
examine in any cage : how 1s the

amme , but analyee, ractify and
those attitudes and forma of

in other words it 18

no matter how oxcellent it

but 1t 18 algo easential to
and that

once thig programme is adopted

nt questions arouscd
the main and deciaive

cIA otill only a politically insignificant
party in ite basle political gupport amot
the working class, while the ALY remali:
the Farty with mags political support ?

Tg it purely a queation of objective
elrcumetances, or to the contrary,

are the main reagons those of the
stalinist past of the CLA 7

\HOW_TO_DEFEAT REFORMISM

Another vital advance in the document
is the nanalysis of the ALF, No longer
hav  we the simplistic formulae of
{the papt which combined opportunism
aadvectarianigm in a unique way.

Rather, a more subtle formulation, Bul
the concept of the "coalition of the
left" still fails to really take into

account the nature of the workers |

support of the ALF,
Space prevents further analysis :
we hope that the next lssue of
INTERNATIONAL will be almost
entirely devoted to the dra ¢t
programme and other congresa
documents and that they will contain
much more detalled analysis than
\.‘l:: :'.3 Pﬂl:ﬂ)l! here. Contribution:
omed. We hope the few
polnts here will begin a wider discus
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RIFT T TEALIAN
GOMMUNTET PARTY

A
(The following article appe
under the heading
the byline of Neal Apcherson) .

THE Ttalian Corrmnd et
Party hag quarrelled with ite
leading ledy. Olpnora Rospana
Rosanda, the red-hoired veter-
an of the portisans vhooe rov-
olutionary views have nade her
into a heroine of the New Left
throughout Turope, has been
guspended from the Central
Committee, &o hove Aldo Nat-
old and Iulgl Pintor, Cormmin-
ist mombers of Parlisment, who
worked with her on the new
nagazine LL Manifesto.

Thig eollipion —- between
revolutionary Commnists and
perty leadera wio are telting
the regpectable, porliamentary
roopd to povwer == is not just
en Italian affair, ALl the
Comminist Parties in the West,
and the non-Commnist Left as
well, have been fallowing the
digpute closaly. Signora
Ropanda and I1 Manifegto stand
for all Comnmmniste vho not
only reject Soviet leadership
but, reject moderate, non-
revolutionary tactics as well,

Il Mandfegto firet came
out in June, It appeared nt
a time when Italy was already
in a turmoll of strikes, riote
and foetory occupations, Many
were apling why the huge Ttal-
ian Communipt Party -- tho
biggest politicnl forco in
_ I‘blw = wog ptill trying to

‘ldﬂ into Government through
~ ‘allance with 'bourgecis'
rtles, vwhen diract revolut-

#eemed possible,

ared in The Obgerver
1Ttaldan Communiste' Row with

(London), 30/11/63,
Loading Lady" and

The Rosanda group had al=
ropdy fired o fev ranging shote
in Februory, abt the Party Con-
gress in Bologna, In gplte of
efforts to keep tho Leftigta in
chaels, Lulgl Pintor called for
workers' councils and said the
poliey of nalking alllances
with other partica was 'build-
ing on sand',

Put the first nurber of
lanifosto was a sensation, Nob
only did it scoop the sceret
thepep for the Czechosloval
Party Gongress (the one the
Rupeiang inveded to stop)é
the leador demanded open dia=
logue within the party on bag-
ic etratogy, and called fox
o revivel of the 'scnse of
revolution as a rupture and
overthrow of the exieting
ordoree.'

In the elinate of Italy
today, this intellectually
atdff periodical sold out in-
stantly and had to be reprint-
ed, Clreulation soared to
sone 150,000 within a few
montha, Paople began to speak
of the '"Manifesto Group! and
to hppe that its mewmbors would
bridpe the gap between the
Commmipt Party and disaffaect-
od young Marxistae.

lopsana Ropanda hed
struek the party on its most
tendar spot, Openly eritical
of Soviet bohaviour in Czeche
oslovalda and vithin the world
Jommmnist movement, the party
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commitbed to allowing free
::despun internal debute: Its
leaders seek coali‘tion_w:‘Lth the
existing parties, promising
that a Commnist Governnent
would permit a mlti-party sys-—
4en and bear no reserblance to
intolerant Stalinist models in

Fastern Europe.

At first, party leaders
were content to wern Rossana
and her colleagues, and to dis-
cuss their theses in the Comm-
unist press. The Manifesto
pecple were not hot-headed
gtudents, but formidable ond
mature Commmists, respected
throughout the party end beyar,
Bub, as Ttaly this aubtum ent-
ered the long-avaited storn of
najor strikes and street battles
with the Christian Democrat
minority Government riven by
its own disputes, the Manifegto
challenge to the Communist
lendership appeared to threaten
unity when it wae most needed.

The party's central com-
rmittee held a hearing. Rossana
and her two colleagues were
agsured that the party did not
want "their silence, their
surrender or their humiliation,!
but that, without diseipline of
some ldnd, the party would fourd-
er in imotent faction fighte,
The "Manifesto Group' refused
to be quiet,

Lagt week, the party re~—
luctantly suspended Rogsana and
her eolleagues for 'spongoring
the fregmentation of the party'.
This was an enbarrassing de—
cicion for Ttalian Comrminists,
committed to tolerance and
ookl sl e ol o ok s e e oo sk
INTERNATIOIAL
KEEFS YOU UF-TO DATE

WITH THE DEVELGFVENT
OF THE WORLD NORKERS
MOVEMENT -- SUBSCRIBE
NOW...
A DOLLAR A YEAR,..

*###**#*t1***********t***#****#***#**

. diversity and bold enough to
f TOCcess
say openly thut-. no p
i of denocratisation has begun
| in the Soviet Union,..the
| masses have nob ghered in the

| exercise of power,

The Party says that the
three will be reingbated if
they stop publishing ;]_._
Manifesto, which they will
almost certainly refuse to
do, The suspensions will
produce a walle—out of Lo ft—
igts into various forms of
Maoism. Meamwhile parties
gongidering coalition with
then have been shaken to
f£ind that, vhere unity is
concerned, the liberalisn of
Italian Communists has a.
Linit,

{ EDITORIAL NOTE :

The views of this article are
naturally theose of the OBSERVER
and its journalist, and we do not
necessarily subscribe to all
opinions stated here particularly
on the simplifications in it on the
attitude to other parties. the united
front ete.. The division is of interest
to all socialists in Australia and we
reproduce this article as an
information for our readerss.. . )

The Australian Communist Faﬁy

| attitude to workers councils and

to the perspective of an alliance within
a bourgeois sta e has been clarified

| a great deal in its draft programme.

The gimplistic "peaceful road" for mula
has been replaced by a more involved
one. The Manifesto group is a revolt
against the electoral and parliament -
ary opportunism so current in most
mase Communist Far ties in the world,
In this respect, the mass CFs are
similar to the mass Labor and Socialist

Farties and just as liable to division.
HHACAAAA A Aot A e Al e sl et el




ERNATIONAL-FUBLICATIONS [ALL FlUTL‘a'.-’i'(.; :

| A. MeLean,
UESCR[PT](.‘N FORM i FO Box 13,

| Balmain ., NSW-2041
| (please make cheques
Fleage send me the following publications. payahle to A, McLean. )
NAME :

ADDRESS:
posteade;

A YEAR'S BUBSCRIFTION TO INTERNATIONAL |
a revolutionary soclalist magazine published once
every two months. .. $1 for 0 (B8UEBsssssssss

REVOLUTION IN SOUTHERN aFRICA by Denis
Freney... a offget printed booklet cavering the
progress of the Revolution in this vital area.. 20 cents. | e

THE FIRST 'EN YEARS OF THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL (1838-1048) by Michel Pablo. .. |
covers the vital war years and post-war that have

not been analysed by revolutionary marxists in

an easily accessible form. An introduction

briefly covers the period 1948-1968 in the history of

7, I, and particularly in Australia. 36 pages for 25 cents

THE LIBERATION OF WOMEN AND OTHER ESSAYS
by Michel FPablo. . besides the title essay others on crisis
in Catholic Church, analysis of Freud, dialectics in
Flato -- only 26 cents.

SELF - MANAGEMENT IN FRENCH HIGH SCHOOLS IN
MAY-JUNE REVOLUTION, .. by Nicholas Baly .. Baby,
18 year-old leader of French CALs (high school student
action conmittees) tells how students gelf -managed a |
Lycee in Paris in May revolution in 1968...5 cents(+ic. post)

THE FPALESTINIAN REVOLUTION by Michel Pablo. .
the author reports on a recent viatit to the Middle East
his visit to the Arab guerrillas and his analysis of the
FPDLF ,a major revolutionary socialist guerrilla
movement, . a vital document. .. 10 cents.(out in Nov. )

TOTAL CARRIED OVER PAGE :

et



CARRIED OVER FrOM FREVIOUS PAGE ........ :

L5 all the above ( YEAR'S SUB. TO INTERNATIONAL,
REVCOLUTION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, FIRST TEN YEARS
OF FOURTH INTERNATIONAL, LIBERATION OF WOMEN
SELF-MANAGEMENT IN FRENCH HIGH SCHOOLS. THE
PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION, ..) FORONLY $1,70.....

fis, REVOLUTION BEYR.AYED by Leon Trotsky ... the classic
revolutionary marxist analysis of the Soviet bureaucracy. .. |
new edition ... $ 2,95,

SR MARXISM AND MILITARY AFFAIRS by Leon Trotsky ..
previoudy unpublished writings of Trotsky written by the
creator of the Red Army. . but also some intensely 1nteret1'.ng:
exposition of dialectics .., a valuable part of your library. . S‘Z.:_

] TRANSITIONAL FROGRAMME by Leon Trotsky -- 35 cents
only a few left . ... s A

I SNCEOSH A s DONATION ofd £ BRI

I THEAEFORE ENCLOSE A TOTAL SUM OF ..{....
i

\
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ALL INTERNATIONAL FUBLICATIONS ARE AVAILAELE FROM LIBERATION
BOOKSHOF, 368 FPITT WATER ROAD, HARBORD-2096 .. telephone: 937338. Open
4 to 6. 30pm weekdays, all day Saturday. Wide range of posters , books. incense etc. .
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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS : AN AFPEAL ;

POSSIBLE FRINTING OF THE MAGAZINE, EXPANSION OF ALL SECTORS OF
ITS COVERAGE.... BUT WE DEFPEND ON OUR SUFFPORTERS AND READERS.
PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUB. FOR THIS YEAR AND INCLUDE A GENEROUR
DONATION.

HELF US DEVELOF INTERNATIONAL INTO A PRINTED MAGAZINE WITH A
WIDER AUDIENCE ... GIVE AND GIVE GENEROUSLY,..
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The RSA exists to unite all revolutionary socialists in a common formation to ¢
allow discussion and joint action. Contact the RSA at the following addresses :

Denis Freney, LIBERATION, 368 Pittwater Rd, Harbord... tele:; 937338(Sydney RSA)
Brisbane RSA, Red- &- Black Bookshop, Elizabeth Arcade, Elizabeth St, Brisbane.

ftev. Socs., 120 Greville St., Frahan, Melbourne, Vic, // RSA. PO Box 31, Tighes

Hill, Newcastle, NSW [/write to LIBERATION for contacts in other cities. ..
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