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STALINISM RAMPANT
THE STaLINIST INVASION OF
CZECHOSLOVAKIa

Stalinism has once more come alive with a
virulence little expected , The invasion of Czecho-
slovakia is now followed by menacing growls by the -
bureaucrats of Eastern Europe and the USSR in regard
to Rumania and even Yugoslavia,

This aggressiveness on the part of the Soviet stalinist bureaucracy
is of course largely explained by its deadly fear of socialist democracy
and workers self-management spreading within its own borders and
eventually threatening the whole bureaucratic power structure in the Soviet
Union itself.

However another factor is undoubtedly the increased strength of the
Soviet Union in the world arena in relation to world Imperialism, This
real strength , which reflects in a distorted way the growing strength of
the world revolution as a whole,has as a side-effect a feeling among the
Soviet bureaucracy that it can do what it wishes in its own "sphere", given
the implicit tacit agreement that exists between Imperialism and the
Soviet Union, Yet this immense might of the Soviet Union is used to
serve the narrow interests of the privileged bureaucratic social caste
which exists in the Soviet Union and rules there,

Stalin was unable to intervene in Yugoslavia in 1948 both because
of the strong reaction that would have faced him from the Yugoslav masses
who would have gone back to the mountains from which the partisans had
just come, but also because the world balance of forces with Imperialism
was unfavourable to such an intervention, The USA after all had a monopoly
of nuclear weapons,

Today the picture is vastly different. The cynical and hypocritical
rulers of the USA and Australia of course seek to make political capital
among backward masses, but they show little real concern, NE V¥SWEEK
(2. 9. 68) reflects this cynicism, The US 'had no choice but to play 2 5
leading role in world expressions of outrage against the Soviet aggression
but "after a decent period of mourning" they intend to continue in talks -
"pretty much as before', Clearly, Czechoslovakia is your sphere, Vietnam
Ours...

This immense might of the Soviet Union explains its contempt for
the opinion of the vast majority of Communist Parties that have protested
and for worker and student opinion in Western Europe and the world, In
Stalin's day, the CP's in the capitalist world were =2 vital ingredient in
Soviet diplomacy. Today, however, the physical might of the Soviet is such
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existing centralised economy to cope with this necessary leap forward
and the increasing gap between Czechoslovakia and advanced capitalist
countries in this field. In production of computer systems , the Czech
production was 50 times lower than the USA and 10 to 15 times lower..

than' Britain or Sweden. Richta dema
modern science-based industry.

nded 2 rapid expansion of this
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Yet this concept took many years before it finally won through,
The Sik reforms attempted to place the Czech industry on a new basis,

A CZECH STUDENT WVRITES
TO LONDON TIMES.
'We reproduce below
text of letter publish in London
Times of august 24, 1968,
"NO CaPITALIST PROTEST
from Mr. Jan Steiner.
Sir, - I am a Czech student here
on holiday, but I know that I will
IB'p'eqk for many of my country-
men when I say this :- i
We donot want your Government 1
to make a protest about what is |
happening in our country because 1
it is a Capitalist Government and |
like all Capitalist Governmeuts l
1
|
!

‘it only makes its protest when it

1s safe or 'political'' to do so. -
Your Government is helping an-
other government to exterminate

a whole people in Biafra. The
American Government is trying

to erush 2 people in Vietnam.
Whatever these governments say
this in fact is what they are doing.-
So it is hypocritical for these Gov-
ernments to criticise the Russian
Government, Their support really
does not do our cause sny good,

| The people who will do our cause

any good are the ordinary people

of Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria, yes

-- and Russia, These people, per-

“want the support of people who
believe in us, and not just for
their own ends . This is compl-
ete hypocrisy. b
Yours faithfully,
JAN STEINER ,
77 Cromwell Rd, SW 7. aug. 22, |

with decentralisation and an attempt
to have more technocratic managers
appointed in the place of the stalinist
hacks. Yet this also was insufficient
to meet the needs of the new type of
highly developed scientific and techn-
ological industry the Czechs had to
develop to enter into the modern
indu strialfield, It was also necessary
to involve the workers themselves in
production. -"'A broad scope for social
ihitiative. , frank exchange of views,
and democratisation of the whole social
and political system becomes virtually
the condition of the dynamics of
socialist society. "(ACTION PROGR~M
2))

But if the Czechs began to cons-
ider the whole guestion of worker part-
icipation in management , they fell short
of adopting a clear-cut program of
worker self- management, while maint-
aining however some concepts of workers
control, (3) Yet the discussion just
before the Russian invasion was already
raisiig all the questions of workers'
self-management , The active dis-
cussion on this question and the way
to really contest the bureancracy's grasp
may well have been a major reason for
Russian intervention, (4)

Meanwhile the workers were con-
testing the bureaucracy's privileges
installed under the Sik reforms : there
were a number of strikes contesting
the fashion the bonuses had been divided
up by the managers of different enter-
prises. The economic reforms of Sik
then had a number of contradictery
aspects ; they maintained the power of
the bureaucracy as a whole and .. . =
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“The 'liberals" ther found that withtn 4 few months new forces
were arising questioning the very essence of the regime, Certainly,
rightist and even counter-revolutionary forces existed in Czechoslov-
akin, but the most certain way of limiting their influence was by the
extension of real socialist democracy and workers self“management,
The surest way to extend their influence was to send in the Soviet tanks.

) However, the most important forces were those for real workers
democracy. These forces were strongest among the students and the
intellectuals as a whole. However, among the workers the echo of this
agitation was also spreading,

The 'liberal" leadership was caught between these new forces
and the bulwark of stalinism -- the ‘Soviet bureaucrdacy. Their actions
over the past weeks has been of wavering between a determined resist-
ance, even at the risk of their own lives , and capitulation, Onthe other
hand, some of the leaders of the Czech Communist Party appear more
determined and forthright in their call for resistance, Thus some of the
"liberals " tend to become something more than that , and side decisively
with the masses. This above all oceurs at the middle and lower ranks
and among the youth,

It will be difficult to know exactly what knowledge the Soviet had
that Dubcek and Svoboda would order the Czech Army to offer no resist-
ance and call for strictly limited passive resistance. Yet the potential
knowledge of the Czech leaders attitude may well have prompted the
intervention. It is an essential right of a country on the road of workers

essential , for instance, that both Vugoslavia and Rumania make crystal
clear their intention to resist to the last man such military intervention,
That is the only language the dictators in the Kremlin understand.

Yet resistance to the Red Army means also that an essential

in form, agitation to show the Soviet soldiers how they are misled.

A valid comparison is with = group of strike-breakers, They -
have to be resisted, including physically, even though they are (backward)
workers, There must also be political agitation among them, but that
will only be effective if there is a hard , determined resistance.

A truly revolutionary leadership would have prepared the
Czech people and Army for such intervention. It would have armed
the workers in workers militias, It would have stated unequivocally that
any invasion would have been fought to the last man, It seems now the
Rumanians and Yugoslavs are learning from the Czechs' mistakes.

Dubcek and Svoboda, subject to enormous mental and even physical
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relationship between workers self -management and workers democracy
in the political field. It seeks tofind a way for self-management in which
some of the pitfalls of the Yugoslav example could be avoided,

- (5) The MILITANT also containg news of large extracts published in -

INFORMACNI MATERIALY from a declaration of the United Secretar-
iat of the Fourth Internation=l on Czechoslovakia, Only those extracts
critical of the USSR had been ommitted, The June 24 1068 issue of this
journal also contained 2 report from = Henri Cigan on the French May
Revolt and the counter-revolutionary role of the French CP; The same
issue also contained an interview with Rudi Dutschke with a German
magazine after = visit by Dutschke to Czechoslovakia, 3

LEFT COMMUNIST

The following was printed in INFORMACNI MATER-
IALY ,a left communist jouraal now appearing in
Czechoslovakia, June 14,

On June 7, 1968, a meeting took place of those responding to-a call
published in RUDE FRAVO of May 21 for the establishment of a left -wing
association, In a working discussion we clarified a series of theoretical
and practi.calﬁu_estious. e agree that we want to work to deepen the revol -
utionary socialist process begum in Czechoslovakia in February 1948 and
that we reject all attempts to halt or eventually to reverse this progress.
We want to give our most active support to the Czechoslovak Commun.ist
Party in every way that will deepen the socialist character of our society.
#e fear, however, that many obstacles will be put in the way of our’ef_fcz-ts
both by the conservative forces =nd the liberal forces, in essence anti-
communist, who are growing.

' We want to function as a free association of distussion clubs and
circ.les. In this association, we want to carry on primarily theoretical
discussion and educational work in active support of the ‘principles of
socialism in our country and in the world revolutionary move mtln.nt. we
want to fight for the development of forms of democratic sot}iahﬂt s.oclety.
We want to have ideological contact with all elements in the international
revolutionary movement. We want to work for an unfettered exchange of
information in this sphere. At the same time, we demand the speedy
adoption of a new law granting freddom of association so that we can
legally organize our work.

: f)ur address is : Julie Novakova, Postovni Schranka 1023, Praha 1,

| Taken from the MILITANT, August2, 1968,/ s
"i'*t{t*#**-#***an-**********#:«=e=***s***m***t*#ﬂ:*****t*****

GROUP FORMS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIa
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'I._‘,he CPao confronted with France and Czechoslovakia,

The'crunch”(l) has certainly arrived with a
vengeance for the CPA. Firstthe French May Revolt posed
the need to break with the neo-reformist aspects of stalinism; then
came the Czechoslovak crisis posingihe need to break with the tradit-
ional subservience to the Soviet Union bureaucracy and examine in
depth the nature of thisbureaucracy.

i This article was originally intended to take up certain points
made by cde. Rivo Gandini in the last issue of INTERNATIONAL
in reference to my booklet, the COMMUNIST PARTY CRISIS-- &
left criticism, which was published in March of thig year. However,

the events of the past weeks havemeant that I shall examine more the
present crisis rather than examingz in detail his criticisms and appraisal,

1 think that the Czerhoslovak crisis has verified one of the
major points made in the CP CRISIS : that is, the need for a really
profound marxist analysis of the stalinist past of both the Soviet Union
and the CPA. Unless that is done, there can be no real understanding
of the Czech crisis. Unless the basic social reality of the Soviet
Union is understood -- the existence of a privileged ruling bureauratic
caste that took power from the working class under Stalin and still rules

- through a dictatorship over the class -- then, no real analysis can

be made.

The 'trotskyists' have been 2ccused by some CP leaders of
having a fetish on "bureaucracy'' and using it as a simplistic means
of explaining everything from the /CFPAto the CPSU and ecapitalism,

Now, it is true that Revolutionary Marxists deal with the pr_oblem
at great length, Often,ton when speaking to comrades miseducated in
the stalinist school, we have to adopt 2 rather simple method of :
explaining it. It is often necessary tc repeat that elementary social
fact about the Soviet Union in the same way as we repeat the existence
of the working class and capitalist class =2s a fact to backward workems
in capitalist society; Of course, capitalist society is infinitely more ~
somplex than the bald statement of two antsgonistic classes would make
it appear, yet acceptance of that basic fact is fundamental to marxism

no matter how much it is qualified and =added to afterwards. th{e =
same applies to the elementary social fact of the existence of a privil-
eged ruling bureaucratic caste in the Soviet Union, which will even
invade ancther Workers State to defend its privilege.
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aged and ossified sects without any real influence or hope of change, In
that -case, the construction of revolutionary socialist parties as real
alternatives to the capitalist system will channel the student revolt and
also the discontent inside the small CPs,

Let us say right now that the CPA, unless it proves willing to
- make such a reappraisal and adopt a revolutionary socialist position in
Australian society, and allow the free functioning of different currents
and tendencies in its ranks, including the right of public expression,
then the CPA will be faced with =2 sizeable challenge from the left
in the next couple of years,

But such a struggle is essentially wasteful of the slender resources
of the Left in this country., Much easier would be the entry of all
revolutionary socialist elements and groups into the CPA with full right
of expressiow and tendency, including, if necessary the publication of -
organs such as INTERNATIONAL, That would however certainly mean
the loss of some old-time stalinists (who will probably leave in any case
after the Czech affair) and even of some neo-reformist trade union
leaders who may support the leadership on Czechoslovakia, but would not
on such a basic change in the Party structure and policy.

The mood of the youth and of the revolutionary atmosphere arising
- in Australia is incompatible with even the modified democratic centralism
(of the stalinist type) which pertains in the CFA, It is true now that you
¢an say anything you like in the CF without getting expelled. You can
associate or be known to sssociate with the "trotskyists'' and still remain,
Why them not formalise the freedom which does exist by a complete renewal
of the Farty rules and structures which would allow the absolute degree
.of right of tendency (right to organise as a group in the Party around
different issues or on a series of questions, right to have proportional
representation on Farty bodies, minority reports, right to caucus, right
to circulate material among members -- and even in extremis , and this
is not a tendency right usu-lly, to publish material externally, in a public
way). Right of recall is also a basic right of tendency.

i1 d Such a structure .will pertain in any revolutionary socialist organis-

ation to be built and will certainly suit better the mood and needs of the
revolutionary youth,

C.P, A, ~TTITUDE TO FRENCH REVOLT
The attitude of the CFA , at least as reflected in

_ its public attitude left much to be desired on France.
~While at meetings some CFA leaders were prepared to
_eriticise the French CP's attitude to studemts and student
.ﬁnv}er; in fact, their attitude as a whole was a whitewash
f the French CP's attitude, and one that '"the French CPF
ust know best',
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STUDENTS AND THE

.AUBTRALIAN REVOLUTION
.,\***********#*******#**‘;‘****

s Perspective is needed

~ No one can now be in doubt that the world

upsurge of radical youth has reached Australia, In

bold actions which have jolted the sluggish protest movement into
responses sometimes admiring and sometimes indignant, they have
_challenged the tradition of 'conformist protest time and again. They
have taken the struggle for civil liberties onto the streets of Brisbane,
lifted the anti-Vietnam war movement to the level of active solidarity
(NLF aid at Monash) , launched the first attack on a U.S. Consulate in
Australia (Melbourne) and forcibly removed security police from a campus

(Sydney) .

They have thus established themselves ~s  vanguard , in thé only
_ way such a title can be won : not by withering verbal attacks on the other
trends in the movement , but by undeniably vanguard ~ctivity.

University students supply the core of this vanguard. On their ewn
stamping ground, the eampus, they have likewise l~unched -- and sometimes
won -- important struggles against oppressive administrations or unsatis !

-factory courses, This home-ground activity was seen, for instance, at
Sydney University early in 1567 (the Humpheries case); but the most notable
arena of this kind is undoubtedly Monash. Some of the enormous possibil-

ities of the 'student power'' movement were shown there in (successtul)
struggles as that over the snacking of the bookshop manager and, in partic-
ular, the fight against the draft discipline statute.

However, the student struggles, whether inside or outside the
university, are not guided by any particular political perspective -- indeed
it is only a small minority of the participants who see any relation at all
between their actions and the wider political scene. Paul Goodman rightly
comments on the American student movement ;''By such means they wi].llI
never get power., But indeed, they do not want power, they want meaning.

Indeed, it is precisely this demand for meaning, 2 refusal to accept
routine processing, dehumanised administration or systematic murder ,no
matter how Handly presented, that separates out this generation from

_ its predecessors -- who were prepared to accept so much meanirgleseness
false meaning.

But unfortunately, to operate only on this level is to leave power

ecisely where it is now ; with dominating finaneial power in the big
rty-owtiers, delegating political and seclal power to subsidiaries

pared to go aleng with them -- whether factory managers, members

¢ hortage of
discussion
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From the May Revolution in France in particular , the useful
concept has emerged of the revolutionary role of the student movement
as that of a_d_e_E}_l}it_(_)E. Not itself possessed of sufficient explosive

power to shatter the system, its actions and example can yet set off the
working class to revolutionary energy which is adequate to the task,

The fact that a revolution must necessarily involve the masses,
and in particular the working class , needs to be taken seriously, A
revolutionary movement will not come about by arithmetieal addition
to the present number of vanguard eadres, and it is quite hopeless to
apply to the development of a mAass revolutionary movement considera-
tions ( which may be quite valid in their sphere) derived from 2 study
of the way vanguard elements become radicalised,

This is relevant , for example, to the question of policy of
"confrontations ", Uhdoubtedly, the direct challenge of oppressive
authority , espeecially when it is hypocritically camouflaged , is a nec-
essary and conti nuing tactic in the building of the movement, But it
would be formalist and mechanical in the extreme ,to imagine that
each instance of open suppression will automatically "expose' the
system in a positive way to ever wider sections of the masses »and
lead to ever wider struggles with even more clearly revolutionary content,
Even less realistic is the naive and elitist concept of police batons
stuffing more revolutionary consciousness at each blow int o the thick
skulls of the masses,

In reality , the mass response to repression depends critically_.
on their concern over the issues of struggle involved . In neglecting this

question, and emphasizing the form of '"confrontation" itself, we certainly
make things easier for ourselves | since the crucial problem of political
leadership then disappears -- namely, th: problem of locating those issues
on which can be developed present struggles having a clear connection with
a future revolutionary upheaval, But the price we pay for pushing this

problem aside is to be politically ineffective in the long run,

It is quite unreal to imagine that the results of repression are always
positive, in that the real enemy then stands more clearly reveqls?d,et: S
On the contrary, the struggle will certainly be damped down, for instance,
‘unless the issues are so important t.- the masses involved that they will

B iident ~ determine to overcome the newly-revealed difficulties also,
of stude e

nt of the

'HAT ARE THE REVOLUTIONARY ISSUES °?

«all this emphasizes the need for a program , t‘olr defined i-sisues
struggle, If they are not to be simply paper expressions of MIH.::Lus
iety, they must be acceptable to the masses At the present ti,ma:, :nt B
apable of stimulating mass action, If they are not to be res rhc e tc;m
level of reformism , and serve as an adjunct « to pt‘e.ser‘vu;g t .:tsir:e 5
* full attainment must be incompatible with the continued exfl e
.8ystem, These criteria roughly express the concept of a
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. can give the re_voiutionqry answer to thé major discontent of neo-

capitalist society, Much of the alienation characteristic of that society
presents itself to the common man as a certain powerlessness , an
impotence in the face of events which is more than just a feeling''-- in
the dehumanised world of all-important technology and unimportant
people, this impotence is an objective reality., As a result, "Black Power"
has fired the imaginations of the oppressed black Americans ; 'student
power "' has been a powerful rallying call against the dehumanized
processing of the universities ; and banners inseribed with the slogan
""Workers Power' flew in marches and on factory. walls during the .
general strike in France. The principle of self-management apsyn;_ers',
to this fundamental and justified need, and can illuminate the path to

a revolutionary reconstruction of a rotten society. ;

THE ROLE OF THE UNIVERSITY

What conclusions follow from this for the academie
struggles in Australia today ? They emerge quite
clearly if the preceding arguments are valid. The main
significance of the movement in the Universities is to be found in the
"deton ator ' effect, on the working class movement in particular. “The
closest links between the academic and working class movement are thus
prime- requisites if the universities are not to appear to the worker as
remote citadels whose doings are quite irrelevant to him.

Chats with sympathetic union officials can prepare for the forging
of such links , but do not themselves constitute links of the required kind.
It is only by unity in action around issues of common concern that these
links ‘can be forged,

This unity is obviously essential if the 'detonating' effect is to be
significant, if it is to be too sizable for the reformist labor leaders to damp
out -- as they will certainly try their hardest to do , (like the CGT and CP
in France). But -- detonation on what issues ?

The answer to this question, alsn, is implicit in the discusslor‘l above.
If self-management is the crucial issue from a revolutionary Yiewpomt,' we
annot ignore the quite extraordinary position of the university;there is
obably no institution:in society today where the prospects are so bright
a2 campaign for self-management by staff and students. M_oreover‘.

al assertion of student power have already demonstrated in m:actme
these prospects are no mere illusions, but that siglnificant gains can
ade which open up the path to really weighty achievements.

‘But th'lé path will not be consistently followe:d; unless. the .true sig-
e of university self-management is qurecmiEed, a signficance
ﬁg'-i_'ar beyond the university itself. A uni\.rezl\sxty which won .

a5 of self-management -+ and of course it is the studeqts":d o,
st, can be expected to show the way to the academic a
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j The student movement, for all its admirable achievements, has
. tended to lurch from issue to issue without any map to guide it. This is
not the best way to get where you want to go, It is hoped “that this
contribution may lead to a discussion on this very important question,

A, PaTRICK
31 naugust, 1963,

[~ Readers are invited to submit their views on this article

- | and the topics it raised for publication in future issues --
Editor, INTERNATIONAL.

| BOOKLET BY LEON TROTSKY JUST PUBLISHED
BY INTERNATIONAL FUBLICATIONS.

THE LESSONS OF SPAIN
was written by Leon Trotsky in 1937 during his exile in Mexico. This
short, acid ; succinet analysis of the Spanish Civil War covers some
of the major political questions of today : the Popular Front, the role
of Stalinism, Socizl-Democracy and Anarchism,

-- the last warning

An essential part of your marxist library, Only 10 cents,

A vital follow-up to examination of the Spanish Civil War by
Trotsky is the 221 page -nalysis by Felix Morrow in REVOLUTION
AND COUNTER REVOLUTION IN SPAIN . 80 american Trotskyist
who was present in Spain provides a detailed, documented account of the

‘Spanish Revolution; Only $ 2,00 from INTERNATI ONaL PUBLICATIONS.

TERNATIONaL -is published and authorised by 4. McLean, Box 13,
main, NSW 2041, Australia for THE AUSTRaALIaN SECTION OF
lE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL. 4 number of its articles are transl-
ed from SOUS LE DRAFEAU DU SOCIALISME, organ of the Revol-
onary M-rxist Tendency of the Fourth International, published by
’Mn,rqu‘ls. 10 cite Lesnier, Clamart- 92, FRANCE,

ition, INTERNATIONAL FUBLICATIONS produce regular hooklets

- isaues of the day and of importance for the worker and student
:Qﬂt- Future booklets will include ;: PROBLEMS OF THE AUSTRaL-
' -- the long delayed resolution of the May 1968 Conference of the
ection of the Fourth Intern ational, and THE SOUTHERN
REVOLUTION by Denis Francis,
I SO0 0 0 00 00 0 A 0 A e
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'HOSTILE TO ATTEMPTS AT
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