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EDITORIAL

Left unity and the
struggle for peace

across 60 years. It h
he foundation of the SPA. o

Today the world
mm —— fms lthi;re n;ost serious danger since the dawn
u A. - 3 mﬁl«m R T ore appropriate that in this issue of
o‘;‘_mﬁﬁc ".m" e gl g ?ﬁtu;l‘lang articles on the 60 year struggle

mﬁm’ﬂd‘]’“ g i ralia that we introduce the urgent question
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will
m"\‘ﬂﬂl’ cancers, give binhmond the war zones neutral people
Ozone

E

will suffer to malformed babies and the wh
le

layer exposing all I le effects of destruction of the Earth
: h
ultraviolet rays, life, plants, animals, human beings to deadl;

dimensions in W‘:‘ 1o take a stand for peace is reaching new

2 Labor Party forces are voicing increasing

concern at the grave danger of nuclear calamity. New potential
is developing for broad unity of action of all forces of the labor
movement as a basic part of Australian action to preserve peace.

Possibility for new levels of common action by the left in the peace
movement has emerged in recent discussions between the Socialist Party
of Australia and the Communist Party of Australia.

The joint statement of the SPA and CPA called for ‘‘development
of a stronger, broader anti-war movement uniting all forces opposed
to militarism and any return to the cold war.”

The statement declared that the two parties would campaign for:

Resistance to the Fraser Government's new arms drive;

Removal of foreign military bases from Australian soil;

Support for national liberation movements;

Peaceful coexistence — the peaceful settlement of disputes between nations —
respect for equality, national sovereignty and independence — non interference
in internal affairs — mutually advantageous trade, scientific and cultural exchange.

While both parties recognise that ideological differences still exist
on fundamental issues, and that both parties have distinct approaches
on the peace issue, the foregoing points of agreement give wide scope
for united action on this crucial issue of global life or death.

The SPA policy for peace advances an overall call for detente,
peaceful-coexistence and an end to the arms race.

It stands for building the broadest possible peace movement of all
sections of the people regardless of class, political standpoint, race
or religion. Peace in the nuclear age is everybody’s business. The
SPA will play its part in helping bring such a world movement of
great mass breadth into existence.

The SPA believes that such a broad people’s movement is an essential
need in order to ensure that the world calamity of nuclear war never

happens.

At the same time, the SPA policy for peace has certain distinctive
features.

While not neglecting national and regional questions such as removal
of foreign bases from Australian soil and establishing zones of peace
in the Indian and Pacific Oceans the SPA sees defence of peace as
indivisible. It takes up the struggle for peace on a global basis
and supports action on the Middle East war danger and all other

danger-points with special attention to stopping the build-up of US
3



Europe. Europe was the flash-
tly being prepared as the major
1 by the US military industrial

spurious theory that ‘‘both super-powers
guilty of building military blocs.”
‘over 70 serious proposals for disarmament
_ recently cut its troops by 20,000 in
‘to cut them by another 20,000 if the US
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red that it will agree not to be the
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doctrine 59 for “limited exchange’
ept of ‘a Pearl Harbour-type decision
strike’” against the Soviet Union.

stand on the ground that the world
no Soviet threat and that this is no
r lie used to launch World War II.

in the peace movement the key task
_Tequires that these differen;
al and class standpoints d

litive stand on peace issues the
ng all forces is a common respol

‘agreement is of fundamental signi
e of the Vietnam Moratori
a t from the cold war
movement is needed ftc

W

As the SPA-CPA agreement states: «“Where a different approach
or estimation arises, both parties record their willingness to discuss
differences in an atmosphere of mutual respect, and to continue to
search for points of agreement.””

The SPA welcomes the level of unity so far achieved and expressed
in the joint SPA-CPA statement, It is an important part of the
far wider unity that is yet to be built and necessary to win the peace

and force disarmament.

The SPA will do all it can to build and broaden unity on this
crucial issue among ‘all possible sectors of the Australian people.




Mimd during this century
historically, it is guite a
Il upheaval and revolution.

in Australia are

have all had
5 have thrown
iting a lifetime,

to which the community at large paid much attention. None-the-less, it was
an event whose anniversary will continue to be celebrated and, in a
socialist Australia, the founding members will be highly honoured.

One of the first acts of the new Party was to issue a Manifesto
to the workers of Australia. How have the aims of the Manifesto
been fulfilled in the following decades?

This can be tested by examining the results of the six decades under a
number of headings.

Firstly, internationalism. The Manifesto immediately declared its identity
with the Communist International which had only just been formed
and spoke of the ‘‘coming international communist revolution."

Representatives of the CPA took their place on the Executive Committee
of the Communist International and received advice and gave soli-
darity assistance to other contingents of the world’s working class.

These were the years of imperialist intervention against the young Soviet
Union and the new Party launched a ‘‘Hands off Russia™ campaign
and conveyed to the Australian workers the significance of the Russian
revolution.

International solidarity became a firm tradition and despite Australia’s
isolation and insularity, there are many fine acts of solidarity with the
existing socialist countries, the workers of many nations and the national
liberation movements.

A contrary trend began to emerge in the leadership of the CPA in the 1960s.
Instead of solidarity with the Soviet Union, anti-Sovietism gradually came to
dominate, instead of unity with the international communist movement a
critical, divisive, negative trend emerged, instead of a world outlook, a
regional outlook prevailed. This departure from long held positions was
cloaked by an exaggerated and one-sided concept of *‘independence."’

It was the Socialist Party of Australia which restored the historically
accepted positions of relations of solidarity and mutual assistance with the
world communist movement and with the socialist community of nations.

Proletarian internationalism is a responsibility of every communist in
every country arising from the universality of the struggles and interests
of the working class. ; .

In their attempts to undermine the imim solidarity of the
working class the imperialists use 1 1 as their main weapon.
7
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W

bers, the study of scientific socialism, but a tremendous amount
ork needs to be done. The communists will not be able to rise
‘to their full potential nor lead the people to socialism unless the
arty is equipped by the enlightening, guiding and liberating ideas of
rxism-Leninism,

i
Thirdly, the class struggle. The Manifesto said, ‘“We hold it as a fundamental
principle that it is only by the mass movement of the working class as a whole
.thnt our emancipation can be won... The Communist Party sets itself to
- abolish the (capitalist) system, to overthrow this class monopoly and to
‘abolish the private ownership of the means of production.’

~ There have been countless class actions as the workers and other pro-

~ gressive forces have acted for a better life, democratic rights, peace,
‘security, jobs and so on. Step by step concessions have been wrung
- from the monopoly exploiters. The workers’ organisations have grown.
- Experience has accumulated.

None-the-less, the capitalist class remains strong in its citadels of power,
- holding the means of production, land and resources and the state power
firmly in its grip.

It is necessary to unite revolutionary ideas with the spontaneous actions

~ of the workers if these citadels are to be stormed. There needs to be

 perspectives for social change and not merely the relativcly small
immediate gain.

All too often, in fact, Australian communists have devoted great efforts
- and even achieved spectacular results in the daily struggles only to n.eglecl the
‘decisive task of building revolutionary organisation and consciousness.

This must be the conclusion after 60 years which _finds a numerically
 large working class, a relatively highly organised and active labour movement
but a relatively small communist movement soundly based on scientific

socialism.

" The communists have by no means won conviction among the broad
masses for the ideas of socialism, for public ownership rather than
private ownership, for working class political power rather than capitalist
class power, for a workers’ state and not a capitalist state.

The propagation of socialist ideas, aims and principles together with the
never-ceasing class struggle is as necessary and relevant as the day when !h'e’
Australian communists first declared for a *‘new economic and social system.

Fourthly, lm; l""'wnl socialist Party. “The Communist Party is
.
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: aling club,” saj
. be only possible with an inli‘lﬁl' e
the masses at large.” g
Wit
‘the party was gui
guided
out by Lenin and Whicl')]y[t)r; C(SMDI\
. ved the
d the subsequent monum il
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i st society.
/in 1964 declared that “‘the Party i
the correct application of Marxisi-
ortunist ideas of all kinds.”” Bui
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930 depression.
k experienced

se (wo experiences carry their own lessons. In periods of economic
jon and when the communists are seen to be upholding the na‘ﬁm&l
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they will give their politica

the decade of the eighties in which these two

ms may well join. The capitalist economic crisis has come Lo stay.
ive technological change, plus economic dislocation will increase

loyment and impoverishment. At the same time the great,
nt task of preserving peace, of standing up for Australia’s already
udiced national sovereignty and the need tor policies independent
perialism confront the people with national issues no less momentous

our survival than were those of World War 11.

- The first 60 years of struggle for scientific socialism comprise our
anprenticeship. The next decade can see conditions develop which will
-eate both the circumstances and the need for a mature communist
Jovement capable of fulfilling in their entirety the profound thinking
that small band of men and women who boldly wrote such a

onary Manifesto o the Australian workers in 1920.
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The united front —

essential feature of communist work

by PAT CLANCY

From its inception in 1
the 920 the Com
Australian movement l:::h A Party has had firm links with

aceu

mulated in the application of united front ,l::l:y experience has been
From its close ties wif ¥

ableminﬂmﬂlehbtzr?my_ union movement the young party was

The victory of the 1

R "
m"r“- that followed u:l.ie’.nf Revolution, the post war revoluti
Australia all combined 1o e Cr2UOn Of the Communi gllitionary
its socialisation objective, - "¢ L2bor Party o 'iﬂ'os.tn in 1921,

In 1924 the mﬂ.ﬁﬂl
on the casting vote ofLabor
Communist Party.

Party’s New Sou
e Co tl_lWllu Conference deci
tman, to accept the affiliation :;?dﬁ?e'

decision rejected and Lang
included rules w » had the affiliatj

Labor Party being a hich prohibited . iation
member of any other lil.l‘ty y bers of “the

Adoption of this rule later on led to the exclusion from the Labor
Party of a number of leading communists who, under the previous rules,
had been able to apply the principles of the united front of the
Communist Party with the Labor Party by being active members of the
Labor Party.

The stormy events of the depression years in the course of which a number
of Labor Party leaders showed weakness and betrayal, saw a fierce struggle

" petween Communist Party members and the ALP bureaucracy in the Labor

Party and the unions.

Inevitably sectarianism developed with the emphasis on exposure and attack
on the Labor Party. There was a failure to differentiate between the right-
wing leadership elements and the Labor Party rank and file. This resulted
in weakening the united front.

This policy led to clashes between the misguided followers of the
then Labor Party leader, Jack Lang and CPA activists. All too
often this led to the isolation of CPA members.

L.L. Sharkey, former General Secretary of the Communist Party, in his
lecture notes on the history of the CPA pointed out that the analysis of
the demagogic nature of the Lang leadership, which thundered out
denunciation of the capitalist class while at the same time betraying
the workers, was correct but the tactics were wrong.

We should have joined with the Labor Party followers of Lang in calling
upon him to fulfil his promises and in the process of active work with
the Labor Party members built the united working class and exposed the
Lang machine’s betrayal in the process, Sharkey said.

Consideration by Australian communists of the profound report of Georgi
Dimitrov at the 7th Congress of the Communist International, ‘‘The united
front of the working class against fascism”’ brought about a dramatic change
in CPA industrial tactics and led to a substantial strengthening of the
trade union and working class movement.

The basic principles of the united front were creatively applied in the
trade unions and the mass movement. Communists began to be elected to
leading positions in a number of trade unions.

In Australian conditions where there is a long history of a reformist
policy and where reformist ideology exercises the dominant influence in
the Australian working class, the advice of G. Dimitrov in his report on
sectarianism was very much to the point.

Dimitrov said, *‘sectarianism consists precisely in over-estimating the
speed at which masses abandon the position of reformism.""
i
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In the cold war _circumu_m , where extreme right wing forces in the labor
t were given considerable support by the governments and capitalist
class, the united front should have been consolidated and extended.

Instead of that there was 2 resort to grossly left sectarian methods of work,
with abuse of ALP leaders, domination of union positions by communists and
their close supporters and even in some cases a direct refusal to apply the
principles of the united front.

The trade union and labor movement became divided and disunited. Ina
number of unions Communist influence was either eliminated or seriously

diminished.

In 1949, the Chifley Labor government was defeated by the outright
representatives of reaction led by Prime Minister Menzies.

This was the beginning of over 20 years of government rule by the direct
representatives of reaction, Prime Minister R.G. Menzies openly proclaimed
a policy of ‘‘war in three years’' and embarked on a campaign of

attack upon the communists.

In 1950 the communist party Dissolution Bill was introduced. Under cover
of attacking the communists this was, in fact, a neo-fascist bill which

attacked all democratic rights and liberties.

n the trade union and labor

This was met by a resurgence of unity i
essfully challenged the Bill in

movement and a number of trade unions succ
the High Court securing its defeat.

ced a Referendum aimed at securing endorsement by

Menzies then introdu
f this repression of democratic rights.

the Australian people 0

nzies’ undemocratic mea-

The referendum campaign for defeat of Me
lication of the principles

sure was a brilliant exposition of correct app
of the united front.

s of the labor movement that this refer-

Agreement was reached at all level
tack on Australian democracy must

endum must be won; that the at
be defeated.

was explained to the people in 2 variety

The nature of the Bill
ty being used in getting the message across.

of ways, with real creativi

The policy of the Labor Party and the Communist Party in its
d this led to considerable

attitude to the Referendum was identical an
ALP forces below.

strengthening of the unity of Communist and
15
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site some early successes, this line of the CPA leadership finally led
“defeat of the capable Communist leaders of the NSW BLF.
Yeadership capacity was lost to the industry and the NSW branch

BLF was taken over by Maoist forces.

._ gketchy outline of the experiences of work for the united front
tralia could be added to by other many examples, but in my

w the basic conclusion would not be altered.

“This conclusion is that when the principles of the united front have been
ectly applied the movement has been strengthened and united and the
fluence of socialist ideas has been widened.

abandoned and left sectarian methods

‘When the united front has been
the standards

. work applied the whole movement has suffered and

£ Communists and their influence has declined.

Since it was formed in December in 1971 the Socialist Party of Australia
has based itself upon development of the united front of the working
class to unite all pmgressive forces in defence of the people’s fundamental
rights, for preservation of democracy, for social and economic advance

and for world peace.
dest expression of the

In the circumstances of Australia the pasic and broa!
~ united front is agreement in action between the Marxist forces and members

and supporters of the ALP.
ples and practices by

od since departure from Communist princi
Australia have been

In the peri
Jeadership in 1971, the left forces in

the CPA central
divided.

1deological struggle around a number of jmportant Marxists principles,
including the united front, has been a feature of these years. In the
process of re-debating these formerly well established principles the left
forces have been divided. The work for the united front has suffered;
the effectiveness of the labor movement has diminished.

To cite but on¢ example among many, reaction was able to overthrow the
i t in 1975 and impose a reactionary

progress‘we Whitlam Labor Governmen

government on Australia.
Despite tremendous potential to carry out Whitlam’s call to mmmam the
ass labor movement unity was

rage’’ the fundamental requirement of m

missing.
The history of Sixty years of struggle for scientific socialism has
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- A Party of Communist
science reborn

by W.J. BROWN

The range of pasic Communist work for peace and social progress
and the level of pational and inlemalioual recognition achieved by the
Socialist Party of Australia within the nine years of ils first decade
stands as 8 remarkable contribution 10 the struggle for scientific socialism

in Australia.

It is the more remarkable considering the complex circumstances
which made the refounding of a Party of Communist science essential

in the Australian labor movement.

By the end of the 1960s a Party firmly based on Marxist-Leninist
d to exist in Australia.

and proletarian imemationa‘list principles had ceas€

m 1920 to the mid-1960s the Communist
anding service to the best interests
and had won a
ternationalism.

Across almost five decades ITO!
Party of Australia had given outst
of the Australian working class and progrcssivc people

well-earned reputation for its consistent working class in

By the seventies the objective need had emerged for the rebirth and

rebuilding of a genuine Marxist-Leninist Party.
19
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tries — only **socialist bmed-?zof::‘g’s that. there.were

I — .

ine as an “independent’’ Communist Party opened

 nationalist |
ities for CPA leaders to appear on the bourgeois media as
in the international

able’’ Party playing the role of “‘rebel”’
{ movement.

eaders had forgotten O rejected the lesson of the three
and the contemporary international Communist movement
is an international force and to win the fight against

‘accomplish the transition to socialism... loyalty to its international

by the proletariat of all countries is essential.”’§1

e ‘‘new left’” in its local policies the CPA began chasing
The central |eadership lapsed into fostering divisive
They gave support to the ‘‘women-
ts of the Women'’s Liberation movement in place
of men and women in struggle together. They
e credence to the ‘‘black power”’ concept in place of the Aborigine’
yple’s basic need for plack-white unity in class terms. In short,
clear Communist lead was no longer being given for class struggle
ainst monopoly capital based on developing 2 united mass movement
g sex oOr race.

~ The increasingly pressing need for re-establishment of a Party based
C Marxist-l_xninist and inlernalionalisl principles was met at an inter-
state ‘‘Conference of Communists’’ in Sydney on 4-5 December 1971.

as re-born.

A Party of Communist science W

of the Socialist Party of Australia was held on

The first Congress
r 1972 with delegates from all mainland states.

29 September- 2 Octobe

The decision 10 found the SpPA was not taken lightly. It was
a third of the CPA

supported by the substantial force of over .
membership. This included the majority of leading CPA figures in
the trade union movement and nine Central Committee members. Among
the nine CC members there were two National Executive members, One

of whom was a joint secretary to the secretariat.
CPA leaders

some 317 CPA members made an appeal 10 the
in a “Declaration for building unity of action for peace, democracy
and socialism,”’ (published September 1970).

the CC members who opposed the anti-united

front, ami-inlemaﬁonalist, Trotskyist-oriemed line of the inner central
leaders urged establishment of a “‘Unity Commission’’ 10 seek means
21
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W"m Party on a principled basis.

the w:}n o ?OC_cplcd and 10 CC members of 1
opposing the central leaders’ line were removed at the 22 i C
{Marm. lm. e 22nd (_.(')!'n_-.l

v “ ' g - b
‘who m‘ynﬁmﬁmwe member of the CPA, John Send,
book. In it he states h: Aarons legdership subsequently \\.-Q{.m"
el I over thek t l_?fter leading figures on the C("‘ "
B e el e sdopues..” Fic cont e
the approach of the Sl being adopted...”” He confirmed o
:‘?ﬁM}' reject the unity co:nm:::i?):rsl;r:pig::lsk: c;: ame to oppos,
“to b nd t }
get out and form its own Party, and the quizkt::] ::: %Ie)ﬁzin'w‘:-"l-

This division-o

- N tiﬂnwdofco:;se found expres_.sion in a wave of expulsion:

mlﬁﬂﬂl pﬂhcmsm e mdmherence to united front and internatin‘n-"‘

: .’dﬂ. an Sniog g neu,'[ni ons reached into interstate and ir'.lr"(r-

district . g - 2 B:.t:nntwe_measures resulted in the signifi;"—:-;

wem‘e s imﬂusmmtﬁal 5 ch in Sydney of over 100 mcmb'a-r.-
bigges anch of the Party) being disbanded and it

members being denied th 1
Srderd® newling their Party cards unless they accepted the CPA

A contradictory positi
i TH s:;t;mn of $e_ central leaders at this time was thal
rovey mm“’“k?’. stsw o :t.lto Party ranks and promoted while
Communi ocating firm adherence to basic Marxist-

Leninist principles w 9
Party itself. ere being removed from Party positions and the

ection of any foim i
out and fo ~of unity commissi :
Tm your own party”’ left no altemativeo R #ite dinc. of “get

From its foundati :
s e Rkl
e 4 science and i ly proved that a Part /
objecti 2 nd internati . y soundly
bjective necessity in the Australian labol'?nn:lvmme was a fundamental,

Across its nine- €ar existence ‘19,1'1980, the SPA has ba.sed itself

yee 1

on bulldl!lg the united front devclopm . ! u of the
» g maximum posmbll‘.' I'I.'lty

left in the Australian
i labor
unity with the international hn;g:mm AR Butld maximum

initiative by the Sociali AT
the Communist Pmalmf Party of Australia in g;‘gl'fh“ L ncluded an
Bt Mbishiod Australia for united action on SIS i
will be elaborated in a “l::insl’wiﬁc areas
g summary).

mﬂ' some m" i
b ’ i
caution, once the sound national and inmﬂ‘lioni‘

- the SPA became known, the SPA won wide and rapid recognition
e international Communist movement and among existing Socialist

€es.

the first Congress (September 29-October 2 1972) Communist
; came from eight parties, the New Zealand Socialist Unity Party,
Progressive

munist Party of the USA, CP of India, CP of Greece,
of Canada

of Working people of Cyprus, CP of Finland, CP
CP of Bangladesh.

+ the second Congress (13-16 June 1975) greetings totalled 24
uding the parties of eight socialist countries, the Communist
tv of the Soviet Union, Mongolia, Bulgaria, Cuba, German Demo-
tic Republic, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland.

Secretary P. Symon and CC Secretariat
of the CPSU, and by
(29 September-2 October 1978) 2 total of 39
fings were received. now strong inter-
tional recognition of the SPA was a delegate
rom the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the Hungarian Socialist
‘Workers’ Party, the Communist Party of Lebanon and the New Zealand

Socialist Unity Party.

maximum working

 The distinctive policy of the SPA for building
clearly established

class unity both nationally and internationally was
from the Party’s first Congress in 1972.

The Party’s first Program pointed out that working class unity of
action was ‘‘the cornerstone of correct revolutionary strategy’’ and that
building of the united front is ‘2 complex task, requiring daily attention,

much patience and skill..." 331

On international unity the SPA program was comprehensive and clear.
It called for unity and solidarity with the international Communist
movement, solidarity with the Soviet Union and other socialist countries
and for **full support for the World Peace Council, the World Federation
of Trade Unions, the Women’s International Democratic Federation,
the World Federation of Democratic Youth, the International Organisation

of Journalists."tn
The first Congress declared its support for the 1969 international
meeting of Communists and Workers’ Parties held in Moscow making it clear

that the SPA stood in solidanty with the world Communist movement and
that it recognised ‘‘the world socialist system as the main barrier against

imperialism.""
23



The relevance of any Party of Marxist-Leninist science
country of course, is tested not only by its internatio
by the soundness of its policies in
conditions.

1n any part
nal Support
regard to its specifi

Decisive proof of the correctness of the ine i .
f\ustrqlian political issues can be shown overSI;:Awil(;zer;g c‘-" !‘-1'”“
including work in the trade unions and the labor movemegm .‘ Bral
work among women, youth, Aborigines, migrants and its i-i';;“il:'
support and assistance to building the broadest possible .‘Sllnp-:r |

a national and internationally ori
of an article y oriented peace movement. In the confi

» it is possible only to trace SOme experiences briefls
mfs);all!eiples_of the correctness of SPA mass work for the broade.
unity of action are most markedly evident in the coni

between the line of the SPA an i
class in the trade union ml::wrei'rlen(ti.ﬂ.le IR orcaniccd vorkin

This emerged with i e
sectarian and ad\vgmun‘?ammlm clarity in the struggle against the lef

st line introduced i ding
Sydney-based leaders into the building industry by
and early seventies. of the CPA Central Committee in the late sixtic:

put forward by |

and Stan Sharkey.» = SPA Members Pat Clancy, Tom McDonald
Under CPA infl v

militant vigilante rence, the BLF leadership based itself on advanced

L o e
sections of the S;Llrl:plngs: This inevitably led to isolation from other

w ki
membership, hich made Up the majority of the union

Taking a leaf i .
pheflne fzo%cl-;let‘i’d;te. history, “‘violence to bosses’ property”
el of a new “theory”” in CPA publications.

However the o
ne. Othe.r NEL g:;“:‘:e‘?ﬁe Marred by the sectarianism of the CPA
on given projects. N not consulted before action was taken

building unjop o T€ was inadequate effort to build a united

.
Clancy. McDgn,
- ald and 8
"p"s‘ﬂlﬂ!oﬂh.sp lan Sharkw wer,
A € leadin j
24 McDonald and Sharkey a,,ceﬁ,,'::'é::mc:"‘;:e Bu#tl'd!ms Workers Indusirial Union.  Clancy
members.

A e |

PA policy, the Builders’

jan line, the C f
UAs part of the left sectarian line, the ¢ the “‘new’”” CPA policy

Union was made a testing ground fo

i tonn lling union officials (and Communist Party officials) to return

g .001‘:1;;81 work after two terms in office.

- d media, Jack Mundey
applause of the monopoly-owned 1
h:ﬁs I:)[:)sl as BLF State secretary after his second term.

" the line advanced by the Aarons’ leadership
k to the old line put forwarq under Jack
anagh’s leadership in the twenties that ‘‘every Communist must return
,work in industry after two years in office.”’ 111t

om being ‘‘new

The seemingly ‘“‘new’’ and “‘innovative’’ line of ghe CPA_ merely
led the BLF leaders and their supporters into increasing isolation and

disarray.

By April 1975, after a disastrously divided 12 day'slrikcl the NSW
BLF leaders, on their own decision, recommended dissolution of the
NSW branch and voted themselves out of office.

Mundey, who had resigned as secretary earlier in accord with CPA
policy, and his successor, Joe Owens (another CPA member) were
both capable and courageous unionists.

Directly because of the erroneous policy and tactics qf the central
CPA leaders both were cancelled out of office. ¢ Their undoubted
talents were lost from the leadership of an important union.

The NSW BLF passed into the control of the Melbourne-based Maoist
group where it remains today.

The CPA line of violence, vigilantes, vanguardism and vacating of
union positions resulted in a serious setback not only for the CPA
but for the working class generally.

As a Building Workers’ Industrial Union pamphlet summed up
““For a time they (the builders’ laborers’ leaders) made successess,
even spectacular successes, always with significantly widespread publicity
from the bosses’ media. But basically it was a divisive, disruptive
course containing the seeds of self destruction... the CPA attempt to
use the BLF as its guinea pig was doomed to failure.” {11

The CPA and the BLF leaders had ignored the profound warni
of Marx and Engels in the Communist Manifesto that tﬂe real fruit of \ﬁ
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1 but in the ‘“‘ever expanding

;ml:ws under CPA influence
at ly,. it still remains uncritical!:
e as mid 1980 the CPA was sl
15 ‘‘the most exciting and posiltive

ated and positive aspects of t

cts show that the most importar:llc
_in 1969-75 were won by th‘c
hip of the BWIU in collective
_ Group of unions. :

, two !ines had produced two
and disarray and an important
and stronger unity for wider,

was, indeed, the continuer of the
developed by the Communist
ly in the fifties). It confirmed

c struggles of the Australian

_ noted at ACTU Congresses
represented the building unions

, a good instance of the SPA’s
maeh was a letter sent by
; : then Prime Minister Gough

]

foreign policy program ad-

out Labor support for detente;
for aid :

relations with socialist i
g e and t
- Security Conference mhird

hip and its policies was its capacity to

class terms.

nowledged coup that removed the Whitlam
1975, the Socialist Was the first paper (o
Governor General Kerr and Opposition Leader
spiring to overthrow the democratically elected

o demand a full public inquiry.

' the Whitlam Government, the SPA has come

4 working class line for defeat of the Fraser
d, while

on of SPA candidates to parliament an
f Labor Policy, for return of a Labor Government.

for basic clarity on working class policy was well
Soviet Union, in accord with treaty obligations
stance of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan
The SPA was the only Australian political party
ull support for the Soviet action as a legal and correct
p the Afghanistan people t0 advance out of feudalism and
i Mmratic Republic against outside interference.

ure of SPA activity over its first nine years has been
. work for world peace axpressed in its distinctive policy
the arms race, building detente and peaceful co-existence.
vital field, SPA policy has combatted tendencies to narrow
to limited national or regional concepts. [t has come
policy embracing global, national and regional peace issues
pose one against the other. [Its peace policy has also

ive by its rejection of the “‘hoth super powers are to blame"
" It has been the only political party to give an objective

\tion of the consistent Soviet peace proposals in contrast to the
Department’s repeated initiation of new rounds of the arms

L]
r

its first years, the SPA played a forefront role in solidarit
with the Vietnamese people in their fight against

ion. It combatted the left-sectarian narrowing activities of the
kyists and other pseudo-feft trends in the peace movement.

- With the magnificent victory won by the Vietnamese people under
" the leadership of the Communist Party of Vietnam, the SPA played
- a prominent role in solidanty wor

k for aid to Vietnam. In 1980
the SPA established official fraternal links with the Vietnamese party,
people and government.
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the Australi
alian Peace Committee and he| ilia
1€lping

] ing a m T
Australian peace movement OVe towards

While avoidi
Ing tendenci
n the peace m cles of the past t ;
: ovement 0 dominate or i :
figures have played a posi SPA members, particular] Ior Impose policies
Positive role in these de:\.'el(:,pmelsl(t eading trade union
S. ;

a highl

dongtign:u‘:,iiisft‘:;ngee-for-all a foot-race was st

other uni nanded to Australian Olympi saged
union officials. lympic athlete,

Due to sound uni
ki i united front
isations like th work by SPA me . !
e gL mor: \T.FIU. the World Peace g(',be,s_, links with organ-
solidly based in Australia today th:gml’ ey D Bre
ever
SPA President P .
: a . Clancy h J
international t 'ancy has made a particula A D
dating back tgadl;;;m_" unity. From close assz)ggrtlilél bution in building
» in 1978 Mr Clancy was elecle:; \::)tht l:hv: WFTU
e General

Council and to t

: hy

[ sion Congress. € Burecau of the WFTU at the 9th World T
rade

Since then, with :
' ther un
he has pla g ion colleagues of di ;
yed 7 iffer :

Trade Union E;?:rdlng role in founding the Comrc:lli[ttzgl;ucal i boints
has taken up the w comprising 25 Australian unio or International
ork of building regional trade unionnli;lit & | Kammittce
y.

Within the sco
pe of even a | . :
to the really r a long article, it is imposs;
of peace, hfgh::nﬁrvl;::l; ragse of work carried oﬂ‘t”'::)l:le:;o do justice
iy andards and socialism across the ; a:E*tbjectives
y's first

Full ]y it i the Vi
t it writi 1
ull analysis must awaj tlng of an overall hlSlDl’y.

the best days of the

ting talks between the SPA and CPA are proceeding
points of agreement. At this stage these have been
y of action to defeat the Fraser Government, to defend
sing standards and to preserve peace. The SPA has
psed serious discussions on the two parties seeking to find
n common campaigning for peace to meet the urgent

among the Australian left, John Sendy in a small
Communist Party, history, thoughts and questions,
ervations which merit thought. (See page 30).

- 43 degree of tolerance, an abandonment of dogma,
; of bigotry and prejudice’” and asks who will start
ted socialist forces and how?

g of the fragmen
has been made in the SPA 1979 initiative for talks
nity on specific issues.

sion between all sectors of the left including CPA and SPA
lives at a “Communists and Labor Movement Conference’’
elbourne August 22-24, 1980 showed that areas for unity of
sen the Parties exist. But it also confirmed that areas of
nce remain.

estions as proletarian

ch fundamental qu
the Marxist-Leninist

include differences on su
ationalism, the leading role of the Party,
on the role of the state, the rejection of Trotskyism as a trend
, to the revolutionary movement, consistent effort to build the
front and clear recognition of dialectical and historical materialism
guiding philosophy of the national and international communist

ent.
" In the area of philosophy an important point of difference is the
pproach to specific national conditions and universal principles of

ism-Leninism.

‘Lenin long ago put forward the theses that Communists in other countries

should take that which has universal application from Russian experience

~ while rejecting blind imitation of Bolshevik tactics. He urged all
parties not 1o eliminate diversity but to “scorrectly adapt and apply
the basic principles of Communism Lo national and national-state
distinctions.”’ 11113 This is the SPA position.

Despite continuing ideological differences with the CPA and the Labor
Party, the SPA is at all times, prepared to discuss policies and tactics
29



inthe non-dogmatic framework Proposed by Lenip.

 As g Party seeking to base itself consist
Communist science the SPA

second decade
i \Ef.lﬂoss. Split in the CPA, Australian Marxist Review, September 1972
oll,No4.
: 3 For elaboration of the above see What Happened to the Communist Party
(1970) and A False Philosophy exploded (1971) booklets by W.J. Brown
it utline History of the Communist International p8
1t ndy rades Come Rally — 1978 Pp 186-187

13t SPA Program, section: Working class unity.

11t Ibid, International section.

tiit Notes on Party History by L. Sharkey, P5. (Citeqd by EW. Ca
of the Australian Labor Movement P 124. NB: This So-called ‘'new"
line of the CPA had been standard reading as a left sectarian mistake of the
19205 in Campbell's Mmaterial for over 25 Years. The lesson was obviously
never learnt, Anarchism was dressed up ang Presented as “new' thinking by

111t Six Turbulent Years, lessons from the rise and
Laborers leadership angd building industry struggles 1969-1975) — p 9

11ttt Communist Manifesto, Marx, Engels — Section 1.

$1tt  The Green Bans, Tribune, June 18 1980 by J. Mundey.

11111t  Seethe two letters — T, Socialist October 22, 75

ittt Lenin, CW, vg| 31,p92

i jalism in Australia,
: for scientific socialism in i,
!.;:l: l::]lr tsl::“ gﬁ::eialist Party of t::rc‘::::d p::i: n::'et;ves
Fivor ears !
B e ht“ria:w:m‘ihein{emstional workmgc;lii::ns:
it I.nd the work for peace and isn e
i _'?"“E!’ﬂ -!n mind. Women who p!ayed an “:rl;ments
s e mm:t :nd who were involved in such lrlnc;)usewives
s mo’unh‘;ovemem of the 20’s, the Ne\:he i o
‘qwt;?"l'n'm of Auslrall:ln W;)l:e:o::.i LT
‘ : \ trade unio - g
L aetand commlt:?r:. and later, peace and “:bll :::mem
o llﬂl_l(l!l( .hmtsylncluding the Save Our Sons e 4
R e tion groups such as the ph s
B T ommittees, feminist grou‘ps‘.{ e
P "";-h"d atlo cl‘ r International Women'’s de N'lﬂﬂlls
| P:Jep;nuogf oihe Child, and the Unite
llon; ear

f the mid-term
en of the 70’s and in this year ‘1)\10 doubt many

ted Nations Decade for Women.
1d be mentioned. 3



m.mmthemf‘hmc::t _women's involvement in the struggles of the trade yni
Safiveiedt i:-:isl;e ?:;egﬂé. sgopi. restaurants and hotels an(;l “lt}ms.
. and school committees i i hcir
and within the local community was also significant. R =scciations

A feature of early activities of communi
: v st wo i
::eien:sﬁ:dd:; t(l:; ;:;ec:ratl?in of. Inlf:rnational Woﬁzrrt"swlf)l:y”\fhilcn; o
e sa:ff sphdaflfy - solidarity with women m"Wdlh
B e ri ang Injustice, oppression, misery and [?1|
gl childrennfrh‘?: their rights to equality, for a h k
B ich was seen as inseparably linked witt:1 o
R itﬁtiateda:llonal md_ependence. From the ear] zt(;w
T elfnonstratlor!s, rpeetings, petitions ﬁcplli’ar s
Bl o s i inie or women's rights, better livin'g stal dlom
s S e UENce In many organisations and comriiszg:

Throughout the period of
by R of the second world war
s b hg :h“:l ‘\;r:srmlfforce and the industrial m::)vl:l’?]tr:?lt anilv .
o e i TR st war effort. This period saw the ' e
for BT f!.ees d:rcf:ted towards winning w. i
Of outstanding communist women w;'ieirf\?cﬁahtliy
ved.

?olitical and in i
in strikes and n?l?:rtr :l outlook of women. They be i
commenced o play alI‘uggll:slc.'af the trade union mavenﬁame e
vl 5 T 5 t1;11'1r)tmnent, _aJthough inadequate errl::i e
€ trade union movement, such as Fel- DThe:'r
S 0 Davis,

2 prominent communj
unist
Restaurants Union. 5t Who became Secretary of the Hotel, Club and

With the
end of th
the world em € war came
| ol new hopes for pe
Wo:en s lnternationa‘;n;;:;‘:c Progressive women'’s o?g:;?sa?izdrnsam}l{ﬁd
ustralia the N ratic Federation (WID B o'
the Union of ew Housewi o F) was founded and
| Australi ves Association affili
afﬁ’lﬂlc of W 1an Women iliated. In 1950
il IDF taki was formed and b §
— women’s cquality aking up the needs of worlt:?:;n ; lthe el
and peace » Needs of children, protection of Iivicn:sst wgme"
standards

.

The 60's saw vi
g WU'S saw vigorou ivi on
. stia;:ll t|ity h_v. women in opposition to conscripti
D 'Dm‘r mdspal'r CDisa tO' N in the anti-Vietnam war movelmteln
The Save ou Sons organisation played a significant role during th!.
i is

» inflation, economic crisis
Y » unemployment, wage deterioration
i

welfare and public spending continued to burden, in
class women, in the 60's and 70’s. Many struggles
nd these issues. Today working class women have
fight for proper living standards, for women’s rights,
L munist women have

dity of life and for peace and com
The 70’s also witnessed a upsurge in the feminist

s provided the opportunity for increased
ind womens issues and the next five years should see even
vity and progress. Many women activists and some organ-
o not fully recognise the peace and international objectives
cade, do not see the struggle for women’s rights as linked
1ggle for peace. Communist women must continue to raise
nfluence the overall women’s movement in this direction
raising socialism as the final solution to the problems

ing women within our society.

de for Women ha

years after the victory of socialism in Russia and the establishment

ng Soviet Government, the theory of scientific socialism came to
Australia. This development had a great influence on the
f women which has changed dramatically with the increased

olvement of women, not only around women’s issues, but around
1 issues of the working class.
Fifty Years on the March for Equality”’

h 1958, marking the 50th Anniversary of International Women's
| stated ‘‘Women lost their equality with the beginning of class
ety, their separation from the means of production placed them in
osition of inferiority but with the victory of socialism in Russia,
regained their right to equality in reality as well as legality

_ the right to equal pay, the equality of opportunity, their right to

ected to all governing bodies was assured.....’

da Brown, in her article **

»

cialist country and then the
became for women
to set their sights
omen's basic equality
omen in the capitalist

of women in the first so
lism in other countries
eacon through which
r women. W
llions of w

The position
ubsequent winning of social
. throughout the world a b
for the winning of basic equality fo
in socialist society is an inspiration to mi
and developing countries.
The growing internationalism of the women’s movement is expressed
in the response (O the international conferences associated with the
International Women's Year (1975), the UN Decade for Women —
Equality, Development, Peace (1976-85) the International Year of the
Child (1979) and the Copenhagen UN world Conference and NCO
33
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In the 60 years of the communist movement in Australia, Communist
women have played a major role in bringing to the forefront the
gains and benefits to women living in a socialist society.

Our women were influenced by that outstanding German socialist
Clara Zetkin, founder of International Women’s Day (1910) who in
1920, the year of the foundation of communist organisation in Auyst-
ralia said:

““If woman is to have full social equality with man, in truth and in fact,
not just with lifeless laws on long suffering paper, and if she,
like the man is to have the chance of free development and exercise of
total humanness, two main conditions have to be given; private
ownership of the means of production must be replaced by social
ownership and the activity of women has to be incorporated
into the social production of commodities in a system free of
exploitation and servitude. Only the fulfilment of these two pre-
conditions guarantee that the women can function as a worker
and a creator with equal duties and equal rights in a community
of workers and creators with equal duties and equal rights and

that vocational activity and maternity can complement each other
to make up a full life.”’

The Socialist Party of Australia has a particular view in regard to
women and their role and involvement in society including the position
pf women under capitalism and the need to ensure that they are drawn
into the revolutionary process of ending capitalism and establishing a
socialist society. We see the need for policies and forms of action

_thal will attract, encourage and ensure women are actively involved
in the struggle towards a socialist Australia.

In “Women and Communism’’
Zetkin, said: “We must not clos
must have bodies, working grou
or whatever you like whose
of women workers and bring
keep them under its influence.

(1920) Lenin, in conversing with Clara
€ our eyes to the fact that the Party
PS, commissions, committees, bureaus,
particular duty is to arose the masses
them into contact with the Party and

“We need appropriate bo

. i dies to carry on t
with special methods of agitati Ly work amongst them,

on and forms of organisation."’

sugh‘”}‘;‘“mﬂi_ in Aﬂﬁ.lral_ia have_ seen the need to establish and maintain

wntribu:':)s o Organisation which have been mentioned earlier in this
f Wworking class, communists

to develop basic working ‘glacs o ists have seen the need
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on ﬂl"ve“lelll a“d a ‘pall Of the ul-ternallo"al p!O'

ass movement. u .
oun
ibili ensure the all 1
responsibility to e
cu'mt.mi:-‘.tp women and encourage them_‘tjc; panz
mmory role in the party and to gui -
communists working in the various
55 women's movement.
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-e major priorities are:

initiate and develop the party’s policies on women
statements, leaflets IWD Greeting Cards and
Socialist and the Australian Marxist

"y
articles in the
ent of work in the broad women’s

. in the developm
A with the thinking of women.

, equipping the SP

ands of working class women,

rtain the feelings and dem
al source of potential member-

hem as an essential and vit

our party.

tion to educati
education at all levels from
to prospective members of the Party.

on and cadre development of women. This
the more experienced right

believes that a socialist Australia
end to all the current acute problems being faced by
‘women and their families. Through overall planning of the
and the wealth created by the people being redistributed to
ple for their needs and welfare, a socialist Australia would
to provide the necessary facilities to assist women participate
orkforce, play a role in the trade unions and the community
the political life of the country without antagonisms in family

st Party of Australia

A Program for Women calls for:
he right to work for all women (register if unemployed)
Full equal pay and job opportunity.

Protection of motherhood.

- Extended community services.

Proper child care facilities. ;
Paid maternity leave, legal and free abortion.
An end to all discriminatory social laws and practices.

A socialist Australia.

. he SPA Program for Women is available from the SPA

~ (Copies of t
. Headquarters, 392 Sussex Street, Sydney.)
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Marxist-Leninist Science
and Youth

by DON McDONALD

The history of the Eureka Youth

that socialist youth organisation ca League (EYL 1942-1967) demonstrates

n rapidly develop and rapidly die away

It shows that it
can grow int: .
on the other ha A0 B IE S W it aak i
dlas xoeis al:ldd Amlers its leaders and membelf;na?lemi(r}iit clwem.lght’ but
eeply grounded in working class Dolitci)c:ei?-l 1:d?igt_ual
1tion

to having good sporti
A sport . s
quickly. porting and social activities it can die away j
just as

In the 1920’s the Yo
. un .
tinued up until the Jlau-.g 1C9‘;:;r(;l'mmuSl League (YCL) was formed and con

Somagiats {1 XDy s when it became the League of Young

: largel

fasci _largely due to th 3

ist youth organisations as the threat f,f'}mfgv to build broad anti-
arose.

However the LYD
lead to the fo Wwas banned by the Menzies’ :
grew out of tlla‘::mltl{f)lr:l) of the Eureka Youetsh glo,cv;mm{m O SRARE Al
(ALLY). and the Australian ]_,aboufuiel:g 19425 which
ue of Youth

The EYL soon 1
largely due to grew in both membershi :
In addition the Eg,'fal:;{ work with the ‘i; a:ncclf;:rf:uemg. This was
workers. up campaigns for better cond?tgigir:lsnrohsmm'
T young
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- th EYL became very active in supporting the International
for Peace and Friendship.

also organised sporting and cultural activities to attract
A combination of all of these activities beside
of the victories of the Red Army on Australian youth
the EYL becoming an organisation of considerable membership

sence by the early 50’s, but due to the cold war it had rapidly

 the late 50’s.

e had been reduced to mainly the sons and daughters of
ts who had in the main graduated from the Junior Eureka
(JEL). Very few had been won through class struggle. Thus,
quite narrow, cliquey and relatively divorced from youth in

B

se of the cold war there was a tendency to concentrate on

tivity or politics on the lowest common denominator although the

. did retain a dedicated core of cadres who were able to rebuild

ganisation fairly rapidly again in the early 60’s after the cold war
d off.

edication and training

fair number of these cadres obtained their d
their membership in the JEL, proving the importance of a

ssive children’s organisation.

Ithough the new success of the League was due to 2 combination of
vities such as holiday camps, sporting clubs etc., it was the setting up of
rban organisation in the form of “Coffee and Politics Nights”

ch really rebuilt the League.

~ These nights were based on a session on current affairs and then a session

er factor was the spirit of competition which was
the League in the form of Mr. and Miss

hich were based on issuing points to the branches
selling Targef (the EYL newspaper)

- Eureka Competitions W
* for new members, finance raising,

‘mass work etc.

These competitions would culminate in a Mr and Miss Eureka Ball where
the results would be announced. At the same time the holiday camps
played a major role as they provided cheap holidays based on
opportunities 10 make new friends which was a big problem among
young people.

were based on concerts and sporting activity, working
political discussion, debates etc.
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The camps
class films, mass sales of Targel,
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The JEL had camps as well, which generally followed on from EY]
camps using the same facilities. Y

During the early 60's the League developed an aggressive approach to selling
its newspaper Targel to win mass sales. It set out to involve al|
the membership. This not only lifted sales but encouraged all to par-
ticipate as it was a social outing as well.

The League had considerable success in developing gymnastic classes

and basketball teams which were very popular and provided a number of State
gymnastic champions.

Although the League had grown to about 600 in NSW very few
members were won through participation in class struggle. The League was

still unable to make any real gains among young trade union
activists, ¥

Most League members’ commitment to Marxism or socialism had not
been tes}ed under pressure. This was due to its relative isolation from
the main class struggles in the trade union movement. There

was no pro_}iferation of *“left”” or ““marxist” groups like there are today. It
was more simply the left and the right.

’{"here was piso a tendency for League members to make the organisation
their total life, to build a world in isolation from the real world.
Despite this, there were attempts to overcome these problems by
developing Marxist-Leninist study courses and trade union youth bulletins

sgcllsl as Doing Time for Apprentices and Early Birds for young working
girls.

To 'it-s great credit, the EYL organised the first demonstrations in
opposition to the war in Vietnam.

The imerng.l structure of the League was based on democratic centralism
through which it was able to involve its members in the decision
making and at the same time demonstrate the power of organisation.

Although there was no real left opposition in the early t i K
there was a handful of Trotskyists LS e e

nuclear based on the CND :
disarmament. campaign for

Every time the EYL organised a function they would do nothi
othi
rally support. They would just turn u i

p and hand out leaflets to th
people the EYL had brought along. They also tried to devclo;
debates on anti-Sovietism. They had read all Marxist-

They knew it all parrot fashion and could run
40

; Leninist classics,
rings around most EYL

B ——

dates, names, places, etc, on Soviet history.
d "

cceeded i i inni League
in confusing and winning some

o gasunisati::. This problem was contributed to by the

r:?;srtmﬂ:eﬂs with any real experience of working class

o could judge issues more clearly on a class basis.

i ical outlook of the
her grown to accept the ideologi
ﬁt:::’semh:gtr::)teungder contest but because they were the sons and

There bers to educate them-

\ was a tendency for League mem lucate

nm of the industrial working cl‘ass by going to University and
the well paid professional occupations.

j i t

time was also a major source of recruitmen

?gL ilat:lsﬂt:;\rious how the developments in the IFY;dfxlgie:l

in’inﬂuencing the CPA to move away 'n"om ft eationalism.

d base itself on petty bourgeois policies of n o

g sed in its so called independent position e

?“mmexm movement, super militancy, ‘‘short cuts to revo;;:luoe :
ism v:hile abandoning the theory of the united front.

o longer judged on a class basis.*

its
EYL was organisationally independent from the CPA but, as

¢ ; PA
tution stated, it accepted the ideological guidance of the C

based itself on Marxism-Leninism.

if i differences
i had the last say if it had any
!:hr:e(a:tg;hat ﬁ:?etrinf%7 Congress a great struggle took place

he EYL but its su_ccessclyr
ch brought about the end of notoﬁ:_lnlfh et S Srerpe

1 think I was the only member of the

intai lationship
: outgoing national council which fought to maintain the re

~ on the basis as outlined above.

ing National
i f Mavis Robertson, the oulgoing e
ki :‘;11:1’?‘1? rvtv:i tt?):tv:;: {,,easue should no:)ltI only be organisationally
: ] is:(‘;::;ﬁém, but ideologically independent as well.

o b ol
jority of delegates supported my p(.)smon. tho;:gh i:::mxt

bhafll t day on a rescission motion. Another e
oveﬂumed ‘tihc lr::l: 1967 Congress, which was to have a ne‘g:]lll\;e ej
dechlon to change the name to the Young Socialis Leagu
was the decision to . ¥

E



This tendered to wipe out the socialist tradition and influence thar had
been built up in the name of the EYL.

As the Trotskyist movement developed, the League, EYL and YSI
lapsed into increasing ideological uncertainty. This was added to by lht
development of petty bourgeois policies in the CPA. This led to
many League [members joining the Trotskyists or simply dropping out

There are today a very large number of activists of the labour
movement who were former EYL members including many leading trade
union o.fﬁcia]s. A vast majority of former league members adopt a
progressive position. Although many are not members of a political
party there are large numbers who are active in various fringe organ-
isations of the progressive movement.

Tht;re is no doubt/that the EYL and the itiv
comnb.u_tion to_the labour movement in AuslrailiE.L 'll'llilzdéYaL \;:;Sy apgg::;zs
of po_hm.:al skills for young people. It demonstrated the power of
;)lrgamsat:on. It gave a sense of belonging and a purpose in life.

gave to young people a method of doing something about political
and social questions. To do something about things.

cri}lticglser:elop;d idcologifra'] understanding and personal character through

i o raego sgl_f criticism, It made an important contribution to

Abovegail ﬂgn;::on of equality for women in all levels of activity.

ol u;lde rg tanedisrr:;ug% ltahc:pll?sta §enselof responsibility to their class
| ¢ oric role o i

basic force in the struggle for a socialist future, R flass os

In the struggle for Socialism it i isi
S ) m it is decisive for a party of the worki
o g;:)or:-tt:‘h: creanon.ansl existence and development of a youth o:ganmlgsactli;::rf
same principles and traditions as the Eureka Youth League
This lesson of t

he past is f
Party of Australia. pfamental fop

the future of the Socialist

See examples in the pamphlet “Six Turbulent Years,"
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. In October 1920 the
" This was the first and most
_ people to formulate and

 policy relating to Aborigines a

Communist movement
and the national :
question in Australia

by DR. HANNAH MIDDLETON

i i i be free
4 in the white skin can never free
St in the black skin is 1n chains.

ralia was founded.
by the Australian
ocialist national

Marx:
while labor

Commumnist Party of Aust
fundamental step taken
implement a scientific s
nd Torres Strait Islanders.

concerned with the na‘lional
nes was not issued
“Draft Program

: jon the CPA was o
From its foundati draft program on the Aborigi

tion but its first . r
3:::51 l05;4:“|:m:mber 1931.t+ In this dcocume:':l(ti,t hentt.ltled
of Struggle against Slavery,”’ the CPA declar at:
the conditions of the Alborigines have not b;zr:

idered by workers in the revolutionary movement 'n.n-'\itted
f-;gf:eforth no struggle of the white 'wurkl:rs rr}u:lt‘:d l"enopepolilical

i ds for the Aborigines being championec,
::::‘:::i‘ggscm\:ghiut political programs apphcla?blc 1o our fellow
exploited — the Aborigines — being formulated.

“‘Hitherto,
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Fourteen demands were put forward in the draft i

. ; COVerin, i

mcal and legal ng'hu. wages and working conditions, eguc;(i?;i:'
opment of traditional culture and land rights. Point 14 stated:

“The handing over to the Aborigines of lar

! Y ge tracts of wat
fwferhle country, with towns, seaports, railways, roads, :tr:d
-y ome one or more indcpendgn_t Aboriginal states or republicé'
i thdmmgwbcck to the Aborigines of all Central, Northern,
e ut.Australla to enable the Aborigines to develo;;
o ve pursotrntso.me'lre:: r?i:ongmﬂ republics to be independent

Australian or 4 n powers. To have the ri

me al:;ti::m u;nhs :‘?eremmpgwgrs. inc_luding Austra.liaf ;;%:I;Ii;g
el in;perialism." , industries, and in every way be

B
oneng;re oe:rgoptﬂo::-war y:ars ‘many Australian Communists had in
e . ! ﬂmb_eenr | n direct contact with the Aborigines and
Minonmmtiu o - o hlt_russle. Thl:: CPA had also established a
Ahoﬁginumdm which dealt with the struggle of both
the Torres Strait Islanders. g

One of the frui
“A New Sm;e 1£|mtht: mﬁe developments was an unsigned article
i: Communist Review Sep‘lee::: TQ;T Al;?r:lginal fop il publisheci
eoretical A ; , which resolved a
problems including the sectarianism of the lggllnbgia?tf

The article recogni i
S g gnised t:l: developing struggle of the Aborigines
o scalme mltsam]pm of an objective process taking place
S St Ca i alysed the processes of ethnic consolidati
occuring among the Aborigines as tribal and lo$

boundaries are grad
b« ually replaced by wider loyalties and it raised the

““There has been a tendel
B . endency to regard the Aborigi i
yy eﬂrﬁ ﬁm to consider the Aboﬁ:ﬁ:::l a‘i“fﬁiﬁ'f -
m"",’"‘m - e :l;: This attitude completely ignores 5‘;ha
o lmﬂfmupiulist ‘lhe_ A.bongina] people, and plays i :
Aborigh"mnes in assimilators’ who wish to dez:s ke
g e to develop their own national ctfltutrh s
p‘murobl‘un, Abori thepr:ll:iem has often been regarded as -e.
the Al ignoring a:nds p0s_itmn and class mmpmigol‘:cml
st "w""ﬁnllmmple. mtreatmg them as an undiffcrentialgg
hether tribalised, oral workers, settlement natives, etc.”

These developments
in C i i
Communist analysis of the national question

ated in two further articles. g .M. in Communist Review
1, offered detailed information in support of the criticism
cy towards a one-sided approach and (wo years later A.L.
“overview of CPA theoretical work in an article, “The
National Minority”’ (Communist Review, February 1963).
article also looked at evidence of Aboriginal COMNSCIOUSNess

, concluding that:

hough there are individual exceptions, a most important
of the life of both full and part-Aborigines is related
the fact that they belong to a self-conscious national minority
h its own culture. This factor often appears to be more
jgine than his membership of the working

sortant to the Abori
~ class when he happens to be working. Consequently, these national
~ characteristics can never be ignored even when the very important

king class aspects are emphasised.”’

article called for the ‘‘preservation of existing cultural ties"'
for political autonomy {although not for smaller groups in well
ated areas) and stressed the need for security of land tenure
.mnomic development through the establishment of cooperatives.

one-sided approach which had regularly occurred in Communist
to overemphasise the

ments was still evident in A.L.'s tendency
onal aspect of the Aboriginal question. For example, it was
ested that broad organisations were important in the task of
cating white Australians but were secondary «sto the organisations
membership which is wholly or largely of Aboriginal people.”

did not mention the equally import

hich was operating most effectively at that
f black/white unity in

The program adopted by the 31st Congress of the CPA in June 1967,
1 Full Human Rights for Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders, was 2
further important scientific socialist document on the national question

in Australia.

ents and current conditions among

It analysed historical developm
list of immediate demands. In

Aborigines and Islanders and set out a
its concluding sections it stated:

«Those who benefit chiefly from the wage-robbery of Aboriginal
and Island workers and from the theft of Aboriginal lands are the

big (mostly foreign) pastoral and mining CONCErNS....
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"Th_e struggle for | Aboriginal and Islanders’ rights therefore, is
zai ::tponant ||:m :l)f the struggle of the Australian pe(‘)pl;:_
monopoly and its governments, for radi i
and for socialism. R chanse

“For this reason,|the fight for Aboriginal and Islanders’ ri

L ers’ right:
s:muld be regnrdoq as an important aspect of the whole poli?ica&;
struggle in Australia, not as a matter for a few well wishers, but
one to be taken up by all progressive people, by all true patl"iols_

“The majority of the |Aboriginal and Island

n ! peoples has been -

;ehned into a _parucularly oppressed section of the working C;:;)SI;
eir economic p.roblems are therefore the direct concern of th-

working class and its unions. i

““Their problems as oppressed nati inoriti
2 tional minorities are also
::m of t‘l::; a\::r}::l:?f c:,asts, \yhich is called on by history ltllcl!i f)(:lly
ut, : :
pd emans ol ’m so doing, to help emancipate all

Ildg;let:l“l:ft:d c;:ti;e thg 1960_5,_ howe!:'er, the leadership of the CPA had
MR AR o nglusl po!lcles which were reflected in their attitudes
e TR trends(}:lneétign. They began to support and promote the
il (e ideas of b!ar::k separatism which were actuall

te and weakening the struggle for black rights)f

At their 1
it mﬁznc:fnf;ss't?m CPA adopted a resolution which played
prighutosgeit g e ungmos_and Islanders as members of the wp k)'re
i e ind:p::d exclusiveness and separation. “Comn?lin;;ltg
el R b 'e'ncc‘:lof the Black Movement and offer it u 1
e aid.” “Emergency survial programs’’ repl e!cllcon-
plete equality in every field, and elementary trg.;: unilcl:rf

demands such as e
natindnia equal pay and conditions and unemployment benefits were

The responsibilit:
y for developi Fartes
on th i F oping the scie iali i
Party ‘:ani'::::‘rfr question in Australia was take:l:m;:c :Omahst i
i ey fi“:- s:ﬁﬂ is foundation in December lg‘?l o lt)hc' Socialist
I . Sl e, s e of i
National Question In A W culitiaeting in th

: ustrali & popam

the SPA in September/October 1978..' adopted at the third congrgsrs of

al YSES l.he oce: 0 cla.ss and national i{)llll-

Tae docu.]'ﬂel“ anal pr S5€S f

ation among Abons‘nﬂs and Islaﬂdel s and puls for ward an action progr
gram

dul ng with gener a’ t'lsht 1 e'lllploy ment |IO\ISI hea“ educatlo“
1 S in
» ng, h » ]

, and the legal system and with special national rights covering
inalienable land rights, control and communal or national rights
als and other natural resources, ownership and control of
sites, the establishment of Aboriginal and Islander autonomous
and Aboriginal and Islander participation in funding and policy

181015,

program calls for unity in action to be built between black
hite Australians, stressing that:

“If the Aboriginal and Islander struggle is to be won, it is
essential that the ideological issues are understood. The working
class movement must realise that part of their movement is made
up of Aboriginal and Islander workers and that the national liber-
ation and working class movements are allied. The revolutionary
and anti-monopoly content of the land rights campaign is as impor-
tant for the white workers as it is for the Aborigines and Islanders.

«At the same time|it must also be recognised that the Aborigines
and Islanders are not only workers, they are black workers. They
are more than members of the working class for they are also
members of oppressed national minorities. Failure to recognise
this and to fight for their national rights can only strengthen

imperialism in Australia.”

- The policies of Australian communists during the last sixty years
have been guided by an understanding that in our historical conditions
‘the class struggle of the working people merges with the struggle against
national oppression and the struggle for socialism with the anti-
imperialist national liberation movements.

National liberation movements are part of the mass struggle against

monopoly capitalism and imperialism. The actions of oppressed nations
and nationalities in themselves do not destroy capitalism but they do,
as Lenin pointed out, thelp the real anti-imperialist force, the socialist

proletariat, to make its appearance on the scene.”’

The working class led by the party of scientific socialism fights
for the elimination of all national oppression and for the equality of
all nations, nationalities and national minorities, principally in the
interests of consistent and genuine democracy. Its national program
is part of the struggle to end exploitation and oppression in general.
Its struggle for the best possible solution of the national question is
connected with the struggle for its own emancipation.

The main aim of the Communist national program under capitalism
is to build a united revolutionary front of the working people of all
47
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| unity can only
d back the emancipation of both black and white Australians.

Wﬁu _App]ied to Australia this means
between the Aboriginal/Islander liberation movement
1g class movement. Any weakening of this ideological
serve the interests of imperialism and

in the Workers' Weekly, 24th September ‘1931 | a
3 . d
to Andrew Markus for drawing my attention to this ?ocur::my,

Do we need a
orker-farmer alliance

by VIC WILLIAMS

n countries where the peasants are a majority of the working people,
is easy to understand the necessity of worker-farmer alliance in the
ggle for socialism.

i In Australia, where even at the turn of the century a majority of the
. population lived in cities and towns, and today when 807 are urbanised and
those directly engaged in primary production would be about 6% of the
workforce, the working class need for this ally is not sO clearly seen.
In the workers’ economic struggles this need is seldom felt, but unions
on strike do turn to working farmers for support in terms of food. It
is more often in political struggle that the workers seek farmer support.

The Australian farmers are the best organised, industrially and politically,
of the middle class. In the 50's they produced 80 per cent of the
exports and in 75.76 they produced 44 per cent. A very considerable,
but now lessening part of the Australian workforce has been employ
servicing the needs of the farmers and there are nearly a million gf
these in the countryside. The recent threat of boycott of trade in
wool, wheat and meat with the Soviet Union and Iran was blocked
by the still considerable political strength of the farmers’ organisations,
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_ immediate interests of workers, particularly those closely involved
production and export, were also threatened.

Farmers need mrkingchn support in the struggle for overseas markets
: rly against the slralls_lehf)l‘_j of the Conference Lines. The.
interest of Austalian workers, in building and manning Australian ships

for overseas trade is also in the interests of farmers as a whole

The pressure of monopolies through markets and

h % other me is
forcing farmers off the land. In 1930 there were 500,000 self—employ:l‘rll ang
gl;ﬂwam on farms‘ , in 1971, 300,000 and by 1977 they were down to
time'.?nf In WA in the 70’s the t!ur_nt‘-tr of farmers fell by 15%. In these
tosee(:hmmf "n:. :sner:lnlzloymun_ it is in the immediate interest of worke‘rs
iy ain on the farms and do not come onto the labor

th:uﬁ:h“t’:reh;!pl c:rsu.and the !srmers have the same exploiter, capital
e silied 'capildﬂ:"g';sshas different forms. Using these differences’
i _Thi:mve set out to div.ide them, and to a bié
g Whiksumit .mark etvza{s done over the issue of the export of live

et mmmﬂmusuhe or farmers it meant lost jobs for workers.
f"‘* dlmhave s overcome, .nnd_the fact that many Australian
armers ers before can help in overcoming this disunity.

There have i i
S otl"::len :tmnder::le examples in Australia where the workers
: ; m"nmm f‘ ve acted together, but mainly based on their
"m.“ed‘m needs_ v rom B‘prmclpled class position. This is not an
alliance, which needs the agreement between some organisations of the classes.

The worker-farmer alli
P o l!it_lnc_eni:?nnot be established spontaneously but
"I‘he nfacum s:n ; atqd_by the working class organisations.
o thelzwmarkmma Marxism-Leninism P?se 475 point out the changes
-peasant (or worker-farmer) alliance. ;

““Its objective conten &
s . P l i i
and anti-imperialist,” is changing from anti-feudal to anti-monopolist

by the growth ofmugﬁtuf:ml?-f-"m‘“, as a whole are attacked
: exploiting agriculture. Private and public

incorporated
producing W’ . are a quarter : ;
over $200 million, but only one ‘:{ve::':ﬂwlcultura] e

: ; h of i

| Ay ; of all the enterprises.|
|lfmnm mmofﬂrha e the biggest farmers are very often i;‘:ro::seci
m The E W.. , and they betray the interests of their
S ' ﬂmllﬂ .momnntely three quarters of the total
m‘m““'" W_ - m:the. struggle against the multinaﬁonals,
= !W‘i companies activities of the Liberal Govemmentsl

the 176,000 economic and producing agricultural enterprises in
2 are owned by sole operators or family partnerships and produce
'/ $20,000 a year.. In 1971 only 50,000 employed labor on farms,

qe proportion would be less today.

e working farmers have before and will again develop their own
S political organisations in opposition to the farmers
nisations dominated and controlled by big farmers and the companies.
alliance can begin with agreements for united action between working
s organisations and small farmers organisations.

ecause so much of Australian exports of agricultural products going
» markets in the major imperialist countries are savagely exploited by
ice cutting, their struggle takes on an anti-imperialist character.

A particular example of this exploitation is in freights by the Conference

nes.

The victories of the Aboriginal people for land rights, with their
co-operatives on the stations, has added a new and significant section

the ranks of the farmers. These had recently been wage workers on
the stations, but the change in their economic position has changed their
class interests. The struggle for land rights, and their struggle to hold

~ what they have won is against foreign multinationals and Liberal Governments
. supporting the multinationals in the main, This, and because liht?i!'
struggle for national liberation is part of the world-wide anti-imperialist

struggle emphasises their position as anti-imperialist.

The very good relations between these Aboriginal groups and the trade
unions and the fact that many of the unions are actively fighting these
foreign multinationals, shows this as a valuable area to build worker-

farmer alliance.

It is on the anti-monopoly, anti-imperialist character of the Aust-
ralian farmers interests that the working class can consciously build
the worker-farmer alliance. The farmers as the best organised and
cohesive part of the middle class have an important influence on the middle
class as a whole. Mistakes in building the worker-farmer alliance will
* weaken the approach to the middle class as a whole. Socialism can only be
g won and consolidated when the capitalist class is completely isolated and
sections of the middle class support the working class and other sections
of the middle class are at least neutralised in their opposition to the
working class. Not only must the working class se€ itself as the
liberators of society, but the middle class or at least a majority of
it must see the working class as its liberator from imperialism and

monopoly capitalism.
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