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THE NEWS

o CHAMBERLAIN

THE first great plot against Spa-
nish denmcracy was hatched in
Betlin and Rome. Tt reached
maturity when Franco and the fas-
cist generals mutinied against the
legally elected government in July,
1936.

The second great plot against
Spanish democracy was hatched in
London and Paris. It reached matur-
ity when Colonel Casado led the
coup d’etat which displaced the Neg-
tin government in March, 1939.

The organisers of the fascist up-
rising in 1936 expected an easy vic-
tory, a speedy triumph for their re-
actionary cause. Lhese expectations
were quickly shattered. The initial
revolt was soon crushed in the most
important centres. Then, as Italian
and German arms began to pour into
Franco’s camp, it became apparent
that the conspiracy was more far-
reaching than at first thought. The
Spanish government sought to coun-
terbalance this disadvantage by pur-
chasing arms abroad. This move
was frustrated by the Chamberlain
government which  initiated the
policy of non-intervention.

Despite this handicap the Spanish
government was able to keep the fas-
cist rebels in check and would no
deubt have succeeded in defeating
them ultimately had it not been for
the increased intervention of Iraly
and Germany.

The participation of Iralian and
German forces in Spain soon reached
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a scale which made ‘it appaene that
the real aim of the fascist Powers
was to establish joint domination
over the country. The dictators
planned to conquer Spain and con-
vert it into a military, naval and air
base of considerable strategical value
in the war which they have embarked
upon to re-divide the world.

This war in the final analysis is
being waged against the imperialist
interests of Great Britain and
France. It therefore seemed para-
doxical that these two Powers should
stand aside and under the flag of
non-intervention appear to grant
Hitler and Mussolini a free hand in
Spain.

But in reality no such paradox
existed. This much has been made
clear by the latest developments in

Madrid.

Neither Britain nor France have
any intentions of voluntarily relin-
quishing their interests in Spain to
the fascist Powers.

Anthony Eden, in an article in the
“Sydney Morning Herald” on
March 2, pointed out how Britain
has been concerned for the past two
hundred years for the political in-
dependence and territorial integrity
of Spain.

It was not likely then that she
would stand idle now and permit the
fruits of such prolonged labor to be
snatched by the fascist countries.

What appeared on the surface to



1 April, 1939

?' daily,
e definitely
grin and

and Paris.

_ommunist
Viadrid are
If they
democ-
another
to the
which

5P nslble

"

April, 1939 COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 195

~ These revolts against authority are

- not confined to small groups. To-

wards the end of January no less
than 3000 Japanese soldiers mutinied
at the port of Ta-Koo. Other re-
volts on an equally large scale are

~ known to have taken place.

The Japanese are nor meeting
with much success cither in their at-
tempts to set up puppet regimes con-
sisting of renegade Chinese generals
in the coastal regions. The plan to
establish Wu Pei-Fu as the figure-
head of a government at Peking had
tc be dropped when Wu placed a
too high price upon his services.

The long drawn out character of
the war has also put a tremendous
strain upon the Japanese financial
and economic structure.

Up to the end of 1938 the war
expenditure was estimated at 7,390,
000,000 yen (over 430 millions ster-
ling). Most of this has been mer
by loans. The national debt of
Japan has increased by approxi-
mately £330,000,000 since 1936.

The country must be nearing the
point beyond which it is not possible
to continue in this direction.

The National Mobilisation law
which was passed last year has en-
an intolerable burden but it does not

The occupation of Hainan Island,
the blockading of the foreign con-
cessions at Tientsin and the intro-
duction of new currency exchange
regulations in North China bring
Japan into sharper conflict with
Britain, France and America.

These three happenings have a
connection. The currency regula-
tions if they become effective will ex-
clude other Powers from trade in
North China and result in the set-
ting up of a Japanese economic dic-
tatorship.

However, the Customs offices at
Tientsin are situated in the French
concession and this represents an ob-
stacle for Japan.

The measures taken to surround
and isolate the foreign concession
at Tientsin are therefore linked with
the currency measures. Similarly the
occupation of Hainan is a prepara-
tory step taken by Japan in case her
North China activities result in
drastic retaliatory measures being re-
sorted to by the Powers concerned.

America, as pointed out in a pre-
vious issue, had taken certain steps
1o safeguard her interests by guaran-
teving credits to the Chinese govern-
ment. Now Great Britain has been
forced to take similar action and has
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Chambetlain consistently defends
British imperialist interests, and the
British imperialists are no more keen
on a victory of the Chinese people
than they were on a triumph for de-
mocracy in Spain.

The same deep policy is being fol-
lowed in China as in Spain.

Let the Japanese hangmen strangle
China, let them exhaust themselves
in the process, then Britain will step
in and attempt to grab the plums.

It becomes more and more clear
that this is the end towards which
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the gigantic Empire armaments plan
is being directed.

If the spearhead of aggression can
be turned against the Saviet Union
then so much the better; nothing
would suit British imperialism more.

If we would avoid this prospect
then there is only one course possible,
we must devote all our energies to-
wards bringing about the early down-
fall of the Chamberlain government
and its Commonwealth counterpart
the government of Lyons.

. A NEW CRISIS .

URRENT economic trends in

Australia bear all the signs
pointing to the early outbreak of a
new crisis.

The following information is
contained in the February Statisti-
cal Bulletin of the Commonwealth
Bank.

Imports for the first seven
months of 193839 were £A8.4 mil-
lion below the figure for the cor-
responding months of the previous
year. If the present rate of flow
continues unaltered impores will be
down £A12.6 million by the end of

the financial year.

The export price index (1927-
100) which stood at 75.4 in Febru.
ary 1938 has dropped to 65.7 in
February 1939,

There has been a decline in the
volume as well as in the value of
weol and wheat production,

The estimated wheat production
for 193839 is 145 million bushels

compared with 188 million bushels
the previous year. The estimated
wool clip is 938 million lbs. com-
pared with 1,010 million Ibs. in
1937-38

If the whole of the abnotmal
carry-overs of wool and wheat are
sold in the current season and pre-
sent prices are maintained the value
of Australia’s exports will be £A20
million less than last year.

IThesc figures are ominous. Tt
will be remembered that somewhat
similar developments preceded the
outbreak of crisis in 1929,

It is true that in many respects
the position today is not compar-
able with 1929,  Australia is nor
now dependent on a large annual
inflow of overseas capital, and there
15 a greater number of manufac-
turing industries producing for the
home market. But the face remains
that the decline in income from ex-
ports must lead to repercussion in
other fields of economic activity.

_—
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Thgre are alrfady Sigl'ls ﬂf a fﬂl['
ing off in production in certain
branches of secondary industry.

To once again quote from the
Commonwealth Bank Bulletin:—

“In  November the value of
manufacturing production in New
South Wales practically regained
Preliminary
figures for December suggest that
the improvement was not main-
tained.”

" . .. The decline in December
was widely distributed.  Output in
the ‘Motor Bodies group declined
beavily . . .7

« . . The recent high level of
activity in the ‘Building’ and
‘Heavy Metal and Engineeting’
groups has not been maintained
and now both ave operating below
last year’s levels . ..~

“Employment in the ‘Building’
groups declined considerably in
December.”

. .. Unemployment in N.S.W.
in December remained considerably
Figher than in December 1937

All of these factors point to the
one conclusion that Australia is
headed for a new economic crisis.

It is impossiible to say at this
stage what effect the armaments
expenditure will have in temporar-
ily offsetting these tendencies. It
is certain that the spending of £50
to £60 million on the establishment
of an aircraft production industcy
will to some extent counteract the

last year’s levels.
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slowing down in production of
manufactures.

But can we derive any consola-
tion from this? If it means any-
thing at all it means out of the
frying pan of economic crisis into
the fire of war.

Those who think that the devel-
opment of war industries can per-
manently arrest the outbreak of
crisis should seriously consider the
recent words of Stalin.

“What does it mean,” he asks,
B

“to switch the economy of a country

over to a basis of war economy?”

“It means giving industry a one-
sided war trend, in every way to
increase the output of goods neces-
sary for war, goods which are not
for the consumption of the people,
and in every way to restrict pro-
duction—especially articles of popu-
lar consumption—for the market,
and consequently reduce the con-
sumption of the people and con-
front the country with ecanomic
crists.”

The experience of the last crisis
taught us how the rich seek to ease
their own position at the expense
of the poor. Undoubtedly they
will try to repeat this performance
again. It is up to us to see that
they do not succeed. We must
close our ranks and prepare not
only to hold what we have in the
way of working conditions, wages
and civil Liberties, bue to extend our
gains on all fronts.

[ ] L]

Lack of space compels witholding "4 Wellsian Odyssey” (IL), by

G. Baracchi, till next issue.
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Party should also seriously consider
the by-election results.

One other thing which Hutstville
revealed was that the “Red bogey”
has lost any terror which it might
have had for electors in the past.

Evatt was freely labelled by the
opposition as a Communist, an
agent of Moscow, etc., and it stands
to the eternal discredit of the Lang
inmer-group that their efforts out-
rivalled those of the U.A.P. propa-
ganda machine in this direction.

However, the slander campaign
failed in its object of discrediting
the candidate of the new A.L.P.

Australian  workers, especially
trade unionists, know from practical
experience how well the Communists
fight in their interests. Other sec-
tions of the community are coming
to the same realisation.

The Communist Party to an ever
increasing extent is gaining recogni-
tion as a vital force in Australian
politics, a force making for unity,
peace, freedom and progress.

To be dubbed a Communist no
longer carries with it any stigma in
the eyes of the electors; rather does
it enhance the prestige of a can-
didate. ;

The Western Australian election
result is no less pleasing than that
of Hurstville.
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The Labor government has been
returned with its majority in the
House increased from two to four.

The record of the W.A. Labor
government which has been in power
for six years, contrasts with that of
the anti-Labor government of

N.S.W.

Under Labor in W.A. a generous
programme of public works has been
carried out, public servants have had
their salary cuts restored, relief pay-
ments have been liberalised, and the
highest basic wage in the Common-
wealth has been maintained.

Coming so soon after Wakefield
(S.A.) where the Lyons government
received its first great setback in
recent times, the Hurstville and
W.A. elections are happy omens
which point to the early deliverance
of Australia from U.AP. bondage.

But once again we think it neces-
sary to repeat what was said follow-
ing the Labor victory in Wakefield,
that is the Lyons and Stevens gov-
ernment will not fall easily and of
their own accord; they are insecure
and tottering, but need a final push.
That push can only be administered
by a united and powerful people’s
movement.

Let us have national unity but
without Lyons, without Stevens, and
without the U.A.P.

—E. W. CAMPBELL.
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its strategic value to the British and
has dealt a violent blow to England’s
military base at Singapore.”

Hainan lies between Hong Kong
and Singapore and its occupation by
one of the aggressor axis powers is
a threat to British trade routes to
the East. Already Hong Kong had
been isolated from the Chinese main-
land, and weakened by the Japanese
seizure of Canton.

French alarm is due to the threat
to Indo-China which, except South
China, is the territory nearest to
Hainan. The militarists of Japan
can readily find the same excuse to
penetrate Indo-China as was used to
explain the seizure of Hainan—to
strengthen the blockade of South
China.

Japan can turn Hainan into a
military, naval and air base, not only
for the. war against China and in
preparation for an attack on French
TIndo-China and to weaken the posi-
tion of Britain in that area, bur also
as a threat to the possessions of Hol-
land—Sumatra, Borneo, Java and
New Guinea.

While the traitors to democracy
and national independence profess to
accepr the Japanese assurance that
they have no territorial aims, no in-
tention to annex Hainan, only
simpletons will believe the fascists.
The ghastly slaughter in China, the
bombing of open towns, the murder
of women and children is being car-
ried out for no territorial gains. Only
to smash independent China and
turn that country into a Japanese
colony administered by a puppet
government of traitors to China.
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Japan now controls the coast of
China and Hainan which is further
south than the mainland. Japan has
been moving ruthlessly and relent-
lessly southward and that means
nearer to Australia as well as weak-
ening the British strategic bases be-
tween Australia and Japan.

The correspondent of the London
“Times” wrote: “It is safe to sup-
pose that the Japanese admiralty has
plans for the possible use of Hainan
as a base for a southern advance.”
The London “Daily Telegraph” said,
“The occupation of Hainan is a
fresh blow to the treaty rights of the
Western Powers . . . There are two
great Dominions (Australia and
New Zealand—].B.M.) and many
dependencies to whom the safe-
guarding of Pacific communications
is no less vital than the maintenance
of shipping in British waters.”

General Chiang Kai-shek said,
“The occupation of Hainan Island
threatens communications between
Singapore and Australia, and the
security of the Philippine Islands
{US.A.) and Indo-China. Itis de-
signed to frustrate concerted Anglo-
American naval action in the Paci-
ﬁc-?|

In connection with the reference
to the Philippines it is to be noted
that these U.S.A. possessions lie be-
tween Hainan and the secretly for-
tified Japanese mandate, the Caro-
line Islands, which lie berween
USA. and the Philippines. It
should also be noted that the Caro-
lines are not far north of New
Guinea.

While General Chiang is confid-
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B.HP. to crush Australian democ-
racy.

Seizing on the situation created
by Munich, the Federal government
spends more on arms. It provides
more profits for the BHP. and
other armament concerns and pre-
pares for a reactionary war. A gov-
ernment which conspires with the
fascist aggressors cannot be trusted
with arms.

The menace of fascism is now em-
phasised by some government spokes-
pien, the press and in appeals to join
the militia. They sometimes directly
refer to Hitler, Mussolini and
Japanese militarism. Some of them
are no doubt honest but confused,
caught up by the hypocritical propa-
ganda of those responsible for the
encouragement of fascism and fail-
ure to act in the interests of peace,
democracy and national security.

Chamberlain, Daladier, Hitler and
Mussolini are all good friends. Mr.
Lyons approves of Chamberlain’s
policy and his every act of betrayal.
All fear the collapse of fascism, they
fear the labor movement, they fear
democracy, they fear the unity of
labor and the People’s Front, they
fear the Soviet Union and Com-
munism. They have suppressed de-
mocracy in Germany, Italy and
Japan, they conspire to crush de-
mocracy in Czechoslovakia and
racy in the remaining capitalist de-
mocracies, including Australia.

Australia needs arms and trained
men for defence, but the defence of
Australia cannot be entrusted to a
government of national betrayal, the
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aily of Chamberlain and Japanese
militarism.

The defence of Australia demands
a government controlled by the de-
muocratic people. A control in which
the labor movement will play a de-
cisive part.

Such a united, democraric pcopha's
movement and its government would
organise a democratic army and
make the rich pay forit. A People’s
Front and a government controlled
from day to day by the people would
defend the rights and liberties of the
people and their organisations
against the enemy at home. The
foreign fascist agents would be sent
out of the country and the pro-fas-
cists driven from the army and dvil
service.

Such a government would give
work and trade union wages to all,
control the food profiteers and the
greedy landlords. It would bring
relief to the toiling farmers and ex-
tend the Australian market for their
products.

A truly democratic Australian govern-
ment would use its influence to change
British policy and would use its inde-
pendent status to collaborate for peace
with other peaceful Powers.

To make sure that Lyons will not be

defeated merely by an electoral swing
mdthl:thenewwernmenr.wﬂ]be

must ke 4
actively in the struggles, strengthen the
Party, and Jead umited
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7. Assistance to the peasantry,

8. Constitutional reform.

The results of this historic election
are, of course, well known—the
Right parties, 144 seats; the Centre,
64; the Left, 265 seats. Then came
the military rebellion.

The Popular Front Pact was an
election pact, but the fascists had
plunged Spain into what was to be-
come a veritable blood-bath. The
pressing task then became to advance
this pact into an organic fighting
unity between every individual mem-
ber of the different political parties
and unions, those peasants who were
not organised and the non-party
people, a task of considerable diffi-
culty and one that was not quickly
carried out.

Antagonistic ideologies, party dif-
ferences, economic interests, all
tended to cause splits and schisms.
And here the sinister hand of the
Trotskyist P.O.U.M. could be de-
tected, fanning the flames of dis-
cord, whispering here, disorganising
there. Later the very logic of their
“line” caused these people to enter
into direct relations with Franco: by
May, 1937, they had so played upon
the anti-Communist and anti-Mad-
rid (Central government) tenden-
cies of the Catalan Anarchists that
they incited them to armed conflict
with the People’s government in
May, 1937.

An outstanding feature of the
plans for the uprising was that
Franco expected to achieve the “coup
d’etat” in a few days, and that the
people expected to suppress the up-
rising just as quickly. Actually, the
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revolt was crushed in a few days in
all except a small number of centres;
had the necessary unity of action and
direction prevailed then such as was
forged later, the traitors would have
been annihilated.

But Franco's backers were given
time to come to his aid. Then com-
menced the intervention that quickly
changed the whole nature of the war.
The successful defence of Madrid in
November, 1936, indicated to the
fascist Powers that Franco’s attempt
was a failure. War on Spain became
an urgent necessity if the people were
not to be victorious.

It must be stated that even then
there were grave divisions between
sections of the workers; between the
petty bourgeoisie and the workers;
between the Catalans and the Cen-
tral government (then operating
from Valencia). Notwithstanding
‘or maybe be because of) the greatly
increased support the Communist
Party had won from all sections of
the anti-fascist people the then Prem-
ier (a Socialist—Caballero) waged
a bitter campaign against them, a
campaign that resulted, some time
later, in his resignation. Of course,
Caballero, a man who at the start
of the rebellion had tremendous
prestige and a great following, also
Lad other grave weaknesses, one of
which was his overweening personal
conceit and ambition. But what
can one say of this leader who, look-
ing askance on the International
Brigade as a Communist Army, in a
period of grave danger and shortage,
deliberately made the Carabineros,
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Advance Of Imperialist War
L. Sharkey

Speech to the Central Committee of the Communist Party (18/2/'39).

N order to understand the posi-
tion that the world is faced with
at the present time and find our way
through the barrage of lies and mis-
representation, the distorting and
the hiding up and concealing from
the masses of the real and true posi-
tion of events today, I would draw
attention to a couple of fundamental
statements,

The first one is one of Lenin's
written after the conclusion of the
last imperialist war, in which he said:

“Unless socialism is victorious, the
peace between the capitalist States
will mean nothing more than a truce
and an intermission for the pre-
paration for a new massacre of the
people.”

The peace at the conclusion of
the last war, the peace which was
signed at Versailles, Lenin pointed
out, would only be an intermission
for a period whilst the imperialists
prepared themselves for the continu-
ation of the imperialist struggle to

re-divide the world.

Since that period war, in actual
fact, has never ceased. In one part
of the globe or another, war has
continued and there has been a whole
series of wars that lead up to the
present period.

Let us try to find out where we
are at the present time. I draw to
your attention and emphasise these
paragraphs from the “New Hisrory
of the CP.S.U.":
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stealthily, without any actual de-
claration of war. States and nations
have, almost imperceptibly, as it
were, slipped into the orbit of a
second imperialist war. It was the
three aggressor States, the fascist
tuling citcles of Germany, Italy and
Japan, that began the war in vari-
ous parts of the world. Tt is being
waged over a huge expanse of ter-
ritory, stretching from Gibraltar to
Shanghai. It has already drawn

over five hundred million people in-

to its orbit. In the final analysis, it

is being waged against the capital-

ist interests of Great Britain, France
and the U.S.A,, since its object is a
repartition of the world and the
spheres of influence in favor of the
aggressor countries and at the ex-

pense of these so-called democratic
States. ]

“A distinguishing feature of the
secol}dlxmperialist war is that, so
far, it is being waged and extended
by the aggressor Powers, while the
other Powers, the ‘democratic’ Pow-
ers, against whom in fact the war is
directed, pretend that it does not
concern them, wash their hands of
it, draw back, boast of their love
of peace, condemn the fascist ag-
gressors . . . and gradually surrender
Pposition after position to the aggres-
sors, at the same time asserting that
they are preparing to resist.”

This book has been supervi
Comrade Stalin and m:;:;w:;dt:z

chapters and pages writen by him.
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second imperialist world war has
already actually begun. It began
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“All these facts show that the The world war is progressing, be-

gun by Germany, Italy and Japan.
They are conducting this world war
actually at the moment against the
weaker nations, Abyssinia, Spain,
China. But in fact the struggle in
these countries is not the ultimate
aim of the fascist Powers. The ul-
timate aim is the struggle to re-
divide the world and such a struggle
can only be conducted against those
imperialist Powers that today possess
there-quarters of the world, that is
Britain, France and U.S.A., so that
the aims of the fascist powers, in
the end, are obviously directed
against these Powers.

Why is it that these Powers re-
treat and capitulate and why do they
wash their hands of the whole posi-
tion? ;

First of all there is no unity be-
tween these so-called democratic
Powers. More important still, is the
fact Fhﬂt the ruling cliques in Britain
?nd in France and also Wall Street
in the U.S.A.,, the Republican Party
and various other organisations of
i;etll:ng I?onrgeaisie of America—all

ese
pri.; defeml:lwg:tnhtew see the _fas-
Theid o o present time.
oo |:ul:':::»c»r':ant enemy, a
. mef in ﬁtst' p!af:e, the
et ement and’ with ir, the
i the democratic and progres-
;‘:;wm of the world. It is

use these people, together with

ifp%i«;;‘ Mussolini, Franco and the
somrémﬂmw, equally hate the
o nigﬂﬂlld the People’s Front

ent in France and Spain—be-

would te

£ Se movements
10 spread all over Europe
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and all over the world and bring
about the downfall of reaction and
fascism—because of this, they will
not preserve peace by uniting with
the Soviet Union, with Spain and
with China, with the People’s Front
in France, with the democratic move-
ment in all countries.

Chamberlain desires to maintain
Hitler and Mussolini in power to
take the place of Russian Tsarism
which was the policeman of reaction
in the last century in Europe and
in the world. Today they desire that
Hitler should play this self-same
role. Consequently they try by every
means to avoid any defeat, or en-
dangering of fascist dictatorship.
They do everything possible in order
to bolster up the position of Hitler.

I would draw attention to the
article of Comrade Dimitrov writ-
ten for the 21st anniversary in which
he points to the existence of a copy
of a German plan of operations
which showed that Germany is go-
ing to destroy, between now and
1941, most of the smaller States of
Europe and bring them under the
rule of German fascism. Finally,
they are going to deal with France
and then when they achieve all of
this, they are going to attack the
Soviet Union.

We have the analysis by Lenin, of
Stalin, of Dimitrov. If we keep
this clear in our minds, we won’t be
deceived or misled by the claim that
Chamberlain has brought about the
salvation of peace.

Let us see how the fascists are
actually working at the present
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moment and in the last couple of
months, in otder to bring about the
subjection of the peoples of Europe,
and the struggle for military and
naval positions that would enable
thesm to conduct a new imperialist
war. Only a week ago came the
subjection of Hungary. Hungary
fell without a blow. Only for the
fact that the Soviet Union empha-
sised that Hungary had relinquished
its independence and the Soviet with-
drew their ambassador, the world
would not have known that Hun-
gary followed Ceechoslovakia and
Austria and is now under the dom-
ination of German imperialism. Fol-
lowing immediately upon this, the
Prime Minister of Hungary has re-
signed, because he was attacked by
the fascists. He had committed the
fearful crime of having Jewish
blood.

The German fascists, at the mom-
ent, are engaged also upon the final
subjection of Czechoslovakia. Cham-
berlain and Daladier gave a guaran-
tee that they would defend the new
frontiers of the Czech Republic.
What is the situation? A little while
ago, the Czechs were compelled, be-
cause they knew they would get no
assistance from Paris or London, to
agree to new demands, to agree to
German motor roads across their
territory and provision that the Ger-
man army can march at any time ot
to any place in Czech territory with-
out asking the permission of the
Czechoslovakian government. Those
terms were agreed to. Now the
German fascists demand that part
of the Czech national treasury be
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of Comrade Voroshilov when
he said at the recent anniversary of
the formation of the Red Army, that
the Red Army is not going to hesi-
tate, ot halt on Soviet frontiers, but
they are going to march through and
defeat the enemy in the country
from whence they came.

In the document of Comrade
Dimitrov, already referred to, he
pointed out that Hitler was going to
be very generous towards Mussolini
and thar large slices of France, to-
gether with Spain and some French
colonies and British territory in the
Near East would be handed over 1o
Mussolini. Within a very short time,
not officially, but unofficially, by
means of demonstrations, etc., [taly
has brought forward demands on
France which cover the territories
referred to by Comrade Dimitrov in
his article, These demands include
provinces of France itself—Nice,
Savoy, as well as islands in the
Mediterranean and portion of the
French colony of Tunisia.

1f Mussolini was successful in get-
ting control of Corsica and part of
Southern France which fringes oo
the Mediterranean, well then, the
Mediterranean would be an Ialian
Lake. The French maval base of
Toulon, and other bases, would be
cutflacked by Mussolini if he gained
these demands.

I= refesence to 2 “"Medierraneas
Mumich™ This means thar the Clav-
eden set o Britain is prepanng 1o
band ower Fresch itertones 1o
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I would remind you of the state
ment of Comrade Molotov when he
condemned Munich, He said that
amongst the victories that had been
won at Munich, one of them was
a victory of the German and British
governments over the French gove
ernment. This time, if there is a
“Mediterranean Munich,” it will be
a victory of the British and Iralian
governments over the French govern-
ment, Tt seems that the Cliveden
Set and Chamberlain, in trying to
prop up capitalism, are prepared to
sacrifice France. A “Mediterranean
Munich” means a further weakening
of the power of France and its de-

struction.

On the Ttalian side of the fascist
azxis, they are going straight ahead
with their plans to gain the capture
of the necessary strategical positions,
s0 as to be able to conduct a war
against Britain, France and the
US.A. Those plans may seem fan-
tastic but they are actual and resl
and have a very deep purpose, that
is, to destroy the Prench power in
the Mediterranean.

Japan is seizing Hainan, an island
off the coast of Southern China
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ce, the strongest artillery in the
tld, and we must take that into

e to Britai i :
A i ssideration.

tend to bring 'S0, whils gl

| position of So, whilst by no means minimising

. danger of an attack on the

Scviet Union, e.g., the preparations

¢ the formation of a Ukrainian

:_st'dte, at the same time the German

fascists are definitely heading for a

war against the so-called democratic

ztes.

There are the recent pronounce-

ents of the president of the U.S.A.

resident Roosevelr, who has come

as strongly as the opposition

hin the United States will allow

im to do. Inside the U.S.A. there

also the Cliveden Set. It has gone

 sc far as to threaten to assassinate
President Roosevelr.

" They are for what they call “isola-

tion.” TIn other words, a free hand

the fascists, for the same reasons

Chamberlain is for this policy, be-

ause they belong to the ruling class

~ and are monopoly capitalists. There

* cannot, however, be any doubt that

United States at the present rime

ing for an eventual war with

- Japan. It has been said that the

USA. appmﬂch:d the Chamber-

 lain government, proposing that 15

i ips and 6 British
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feat of Japan will be a heavy blow
to the axis,

The arms race has been enor-
mously intensified.  Chamberlain
came back to Britain after Munich
proclaiming “peace” and the next
day they raised the armaments bill
by tens of millions of pounds.

1 have shown what the fascists
are doing. It seems that they are
enormously strong; by Hitler con-
quering Hungary, Austria and
Czechoslovakia, he has already re-
established the old Austro-Hungar-
ian Empire, centralised under the
rule of Beelin. In the last war that
cost the lives of 10,000,000 men,
the main strength came from
Germany and the Austro-Hungarian
Empire. To all intents the Czechs
and Hungary are now back in that
Empire. Hitler, in addition, has
allies that he did not have in the
last war, Japan and Iraly. Conse-
quently on a surface view of the
matter, one would come to the con-
clusion thar Germany is far stronger
than was the case in 1914. We know
that during the last war, Germany
was within an ace of winning.
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 ANUARY, 1926, Opening weeks
of a New Year; closing weeks of
‘the great British seamen’s strike. The
5.5 “Sophocles,” inward bound from
Australia, slipping easily up the Eng-
Jish Channel with a full passenger
list and a “volunteer” crew. Dover
ts on the port bow. Two fire-
of the eight to twelve watch
ing on the bulwark of the for'ard
deck while awaiting their turn
o go below. One young, the other
od ;
"~ *“Well, "ow’s yer conscience now,
Pop?” asked the young one sardon-
deally.
_ "Rotten!”
“You're a bloody old fool”
“Maybe. You're 2 young one, a8’
thar’s worse.”
The young fireman chuckled
L sokly, W' e, ampway. Whats
~ the use of moanin’ about it now?”
B S¥ou min’t scen hothin’ yet, son.
B Wair fill we tic up. Watch ow the
8 Tumpers Il lock at yer.”
| gokin’ won't ‘urt me. An’ they
can't say nothin’. Sﬂmtb‘)d‘ else
woulda worked the boats "ome.”
“Blacklegs, boy. Y can't gt

away from i.”
*Then what the hell did yer pull

THE BLACKLEG
By "Gordon"

Review Page 2117

a good Labor man all me life, an’
I gotta go an’ do a thing like this
at my age. It didn't seem so bad
till now somehow.”

“You're windy!
be waitin” for us.”

“Who? The wimmin an’ kids?
"Cos the men ain’t even "ere. That's
the worst part of it. This ain’t no
ordinary strike. We're bringin’ their
boats "ome an’ leavin’ "em stranded
all over the blasted earth—bartlin’
fer conditions!”

“Tripe, pop! You're old an’ soft.
We gotta look out fer ourselves in
this world.”

“That's just the point. You don't

“Well—1 don’t what?”

“Oh, nothin.””

There was a short silence. Ir was
the young fireman who spoke next.
His tone suggested thar his con-
science was at work in spite of him-
self.

“I 2in’t ashamed of myself, any-
‘U\n‘,”

“You will be some day. What'll
yer old man say?”

“Nothin.” Punch me nose, most
likely! "E's ahways bin a greas umion
man.”

“Is 'e a seaman?”

“7E was years ago. 'E's a stoker

“Geot any M . ”

“Twe. One's on the dole; other’s
still ar school. 1 gor & coupla sis-

Ythink they'll




er face was
arms were

“Now, wait a bit—"

“Joe, you did! You scabbed!”

Not anger; just horror.

* Ma, listen——" He moved to-

ards her, but stopped as she again
retreated.

“My God, Joe! And your father

“W/hat about ‘im?”
* “E’s out there!” she shrieked. “In
ustralial  On strike!”
~ “That be damned!”
] ’E is! E got paid off at
he gasworks. ’E ’ad ter do some-
hin’. °'E went back ter the boats.

" An’ that ain’t all. Young Bob’s in

too. 'E was goin’ out ter you.
Soin’ ter jump the ship an stop
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there. ’E’s stuck out in Capetown.
They've put ’im inna sort of con-
centration camp along with the
others. They got a gang of black-
legs there ter take the boat on to
Australia. Oh, Joe, Joe, Joe, what've
yer gone an’ done?”

She had found a chair and drop-
ped into it. He remained a yard or
so away from her. They stared at
each other helplessly. Mother and
son. Reunited. But between them
had suddenly yawned an abyss wider
than twelve thousand miles.

“What boat did yer come back
on?” she whispered.

“The Sophocles.”

“That was Bob's boat.”

s Txe Enp

PEOPLE'S FRONT

When a fat gentleman is up against the wall
e fumbles with his watch-chain and gets flurried

Does ridiculous things (like teari

ng wings off flies)

dnd beats the little boys within bis veach with (staff of dignity his little

~ cane.

then we do not drive home

(A beast at bay, against the wall, and fat gentlemen are such, is dangerous

still)

But wait our time holding pim there.

ss cunning ones want to dash themselves against his horns )
orgetting that the pack (watch-chain impressive mounted on belly) is

fearful,

Good hounds keep the pack together,

time,

is, no retreat,

‘Good horse sense.

leave no loophale of escape, bide our

our eyes all ways, yet not looking left or right

—Genald Hosk

e
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on arising from the want of work;
source from whence you derived
information I know not, but I

sorry to see a leading article of

?e “Courier” made the vehicle of a
artial statement when a single en-
‘guiry would have informed you of
i facts. In the first place there
~are not 32 free journeymen tailors

- in the colony. You, sir, must be
- fully aware that the larger portion

~ of these self-called tailors and

~ mechanics are men who know but

tle, and in some instances that
ave come within my own know-
ge, nothing at all of the trade

y pretended to be expert in. The
number of good general workmen
rs in the town, freemen and
‘emancipists together, is ten, nine of
whom I offered in October and
lovember last, constant work for
months, at piece wages which

gld have enabled them to earn

36/- per week; four of them ac-

the offer, three of whom are

v working for me. The fourth
‘was obliged to discontinue from
ted drunkenness and inatten-

tion; the rest insisted on a much

~ higher rate and upon my refusal to

give it they lefr my service; that
these men are now out of work I
~ am fully aware, but are they not

B elves w0 blame? Why, T ask

ou, should they demand a rate of
ges so much higher than other
rades, whilst their casualties and
nses are so much less? One shill-
will buy a journeyman tailor a
of tools, the carpenter requires
who is moreover subjected to
losses and accidents both by

| April, 1939 COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 221

“flood and field,” whilst the journey-
man tailor sits comfortable to his
work amidst all weathers. These
men know well that if the govern-
ment listened to their representations
their paucity of numbers would en-
able them to exact a rate of wages
that in six tenths (evidently misprint
for months—]J.N.R.) would be as
great an evil to themselves as the
public.

The trade in this colony was
formerly carried on in such a care-
less slovenly manner that many men
when they arrived here, finding that
the journeymen tailors led a more
lazy and drunken life than any other
description of workmen, and recol-
lecting that in their younger life they
had been errand boys at tailors’ shops
where they had picked up a distant
idea of the trade, called themselves
journeymen and readily got employ-
ment. These men are now useless
in the trade, whilst their lately en-
gendered habits of laziness and dis-
sipation render their return to labour
a matter of considerable difficulty.
In behalf of these men you bring
forward your otherwise incontrovert-
ible doctrine, that in many instances
pauper emigration has been a bane to
us. Double the present number of
journeymen could get employment
if they would reduce their wages to
say 30/- so as to meet the present
ctate of trade in the colony. I speak
from a thorough knowledge of many
instances in this town, and from my
having had both the inclination and
opportunity of making myself ac-
quainted with the best system on
which a mechanical trade might be
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nor the other has shown itself on
the present occasion. The unfortun-
ate tradesmen now out of employ-
ment would one and all be thankful

for work at a fair rate of wages.

Deluded and cajoled at home to

come out under exaggerated expecta-
tions, they are here woefully disap-

pointed, and sigh in vain to re-visit

their native shore, and be reinstated
in their former situation, and yet our
territory is to be sold and the money
remitted to England to produce this

" evil. Was ever anything more im-

politic? Vain is the hope under the
circumstances that the money ad-
vanced by government to defray the

of the passage of those
people will ever be repaid. One only

. solitary instance has yet occurred of
- such being done (by Mr. Hoze) of

the thousands now advanced. 1f the
home government be desirous to en-
courage free emigration 1 these
colonies, let it be done freely and
voluntarily, without unjust and un-
fair representations, and without the
enticement of lending money- Let
ithdﬂhyprmltIginlht most
fiberal and national manner the wel-
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quantities to the newly arrived emi-
grant be again resorted to. In this
way your loans and bountics would
be superseded and rendered needless,
and you would have settlers of all
classes coming out in ten times their
present numbers, with tenfold ad-
vantage at once to the mother coun-
try and her colonies.

But what remedy for the present
distress around us can in the mean-
time be supplied? The mode of re-
stricting the assignment of mechan-
ics to master tradesmen, we think, is
both dangerous and problematical in
its results. More, we think, will be
done by individuals themselves.
Whete a pressure lies on any pac
ticular portion of the peaple, it is the
duty of the community at large to
step in and bear its shate, It would
be unjust in a public writer under
the circumstances to cloak the pre-
sent facts, and we do truse they will
become known in England.
who in London could earn 30/- and
35/- a week, and live at half the
expense of what they can do in
Hebare Town, and were there in-
Guced to believe that if they emig-

Land

catious employment can only be
fﬂdﬂﬁ!'“”f‘j’ﬁdﬂm
by laboring, 12 or 13 hours every
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Communist Defence Policy

R. Dixon

The following article is based upon a report given by R. Dixon to the
Central Committee of the Communist Party at the end of February. In
yiew of the great importance of the defence question we invite readers to
express their opintons on the policy of the Communist Party.

—Editorial Board, “Communist Review,” 193 Hay St., Sydney.

THERE is great controversy
around the question of defence.
The powerful campaign waged by
the * capitalist class to swing the
people behind the reactionary policy
of the Lyons government is causing
not a little confusion. There are
those in the ranks of the working
class who want to swing in behind
the Lyons government campaign,
others who adopt a purely negative
attitude. It becomes necessary, there-
fare, not only to re-state our position
on this allimportant question but to
set it out in greater detail.

Foreign policy and arms policy,
which is usually called “defence” by
our capitalist masters, are related
questions. It can be said that
the capitalist classes have buile
up armaments for the purpose of
using force to try and give effect to
the foreign policy they have been
pursuing when other means have
failed. The terrible menace of
powerfully armed countries pursuing
a reactionary and aggressive foreign
policy is demonstrated most clearly
in the case of fascist Germany, Italy
and Japan which threaten the inde-

pendence of hundreds of millions of
people throughout the world. Pre-
cisely because of this threat coun-
tries, peacefully inclined, must re-
sort to the building of powerful mili-
tary forces. Soviet Russia, which
pursues a non-aggressive, peaceful
and progressive foreign policy, is
forced to embark upon a huge arma-
ments programme for the defence of
its borders against fascist aggres-
sion. In this case armaments are
a necessary evil.

NON-CO-OPERATION

Now let us take Australia. The
Federal government of this country
has announced a £63,000,000 arma-
ments programme extending over
three years. Its foreign policy, how-
ever. is weak, capitulatory and pro-
fascist. It persists in rendering aid
to the Japanese marauders in China,
despite the fact that a Japanese vic-
tory will virtually seal the fate of
Australia. It supports Franco, Mus-
solini and Hitler in Spain, even
though a fascist victory there will,
in the event of European war, make
the position of Britain in the Medi-
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~ We are being subjected to a2 very

owerful barrage of propaganda and

itation to influence the people and

g them behind the Lyons “de.

” scheme. The recruiting cam-

gn, which made little progress in

e initial stages, is now meeting with

ess. It will be followed with the

impaign for the national register of
power.

the campaign of the capitalist
gains in strength, the vacillation
ongst the reformists will increase,
Iready some leftwing supporters
seeking to water down the de-

e policy of the trade unions.

t the same time, the pressure on
Communist Party will increase.
n within our own ranks we are

g those who question the cor-

s of the present policy we are

arsuing. Many of our friends say:
e agree with your opposition to
yons government foreign pol-
v like you we want to get rid of
ns and will work with you to do
but as Australia is menaced l]':z
aggression should not ¢
ing class co-operate with the
ment and do all possible to
prepare against aggression”
The answer to this is: That the
orking class are not preventing pre-
ration: being made for Australian
but are assisting. It is true

hese would be hastened and made

if the working class were to
co-operate with the govern-
But what would be the cost
labor movement?

et us briefly consider this ques-

The Federal government has set
going a farreaching attack that is
undeemining the living standard of
the workers, in the form of taxes of
vatious kinds (flour tax; sales tax,
which was recently increased; and
increases in exise and customs duty,
etc.). Not a small part of this is
being used for the arms plan and
what is more the government is talk-
ing of further taxation and lower
living standards, in order to carry
through its so-called “defence” pol-
icy. Then again, arising from its
foreign policy and what it considers
the needs of defence, the govern-
ment has bitterly attacked the trade
unions. We need only mention the
use of the Transport Workers’ Act
against the Port Kembla wharf
laborers and the closing down of
Station ZKY.

These things cannot be separated
from the government’s so-called de-
fence policy. Should the workers
co-operate in them, or in the many
other pro-fascist activities of this
govcrnment?

It is well to remember that these
things are happening in peace time.
Assume war breaks out. Will the
government then cease its attacks on
No! The artacks will increase a
thousandfold.

Last Sepsember, during the Euro-
pean crisis, the Lyons government
had, all prepared, a war precau-
tions act to m put “;:
operation in event of war,
terms of which were far more drastic
than the war precautions act of the
last war, We would have been sub-




s

- April, 1939 1939

gainst profiteering  ajd definite
of proﬁbmaking in general,
{c) The application of democ-
ey to the armed forces, insofar as
pline it not disrupred; poliical

hts for soldiers and rthe cleansing

it the officer cligue of pro-fascist

lements.
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the Caech exploiters, On their shows
ing in relation to the Japanese in-

vasion of China they are more
cowardly,

There are two distinct policies on
the question of defence: working
class policy and capitalise policy.
Australia will be defended success-
fully only in the working-class way;
that is, by rallying the people, unit-
ing them around a democratic de-
fence programme and by placing the
whole of the resources of the coun-
try, irrespective of the interests in-
volved, at the disposal of the people.

We must not hesitate to seize upon
the difficulties of capitalism to force
the maximum concessions in the in-
terests of a genuine people’s defence,

From this brief Iﬂll;'mo it ""ub‘
seen thar the policy of co-operation
with Lyons, as wanted by the f‘é‘
wing of the labor movement, “""-u
run the m)lkmgdlasml:hﬁd*@
of destruction. If war should come
and the pressure of the capitalists in-
creases, as it will, theze will be many,
even from the Left, who will desert
must do more, much -ﬂ‘;;@ "#"9?
o poiKy, w m M )
nos-co-operation in the Vm class,
to build up the Gpposition mdx
Lyons government among all sections
of the people. We must explain
wheee che two policies lead and pro-
cend 1o consolidate the workess and
o-Operation. . Sl

Le is with these considerations 8
mind that we appreach all guestions
relating to defence.
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tile for the government ¢o sug-

t these things have been done—
y have not. A look at the B.H.P.
ce sheets, for instance, will
that profits are soating higher
| higher as the “defence” pro-

mme progresses; and no real

fort has been made to register

lth and industry. Yer those are
first things, or should be.
far as the register of manpower
concerned, it can have only one
ose—preparation for conscrip-
If the government is going to
e to the voluntary system of
ng then a manpower register
uld be unnecessary. Ir can ger
e information it wants from the
nteers. A manpower register,
vever, will facilitate plans of the
rists for the introduction of
ription in the event of war. The
of Australia will be drafted,
eep, wherever the militarists
them.
ARMS PROGRAMME?
people want the Commun-
Party to frame an arms pro-
mme for purposes of Australian
hey want us to advocate
) to 1,000 aeroplanes, one or two
ships and so on. Were we
 do this we would place ourselves
the ridiculous position of the
ader of the Labor Party, Mr. Cur-
in, who competes with Mr. Lyons
N ducing paper schemes for AU_S-
lian defence. At first Mr. Curtin
naged to keep one step ah:;il ‘l’f
e government. Bur gra y
ns caught up. And as he did
rin would promptly declare:
r. Lyons has taken over another
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point in my defence programme.”
What will be lefe toPMf. Curtin
if M, Lyons obliges by taking every
point in his programme?

Obviously this whole approach is
wrong. The time has not yet ar-
rived when the Communist Party
should develop such a thing as an
atmaments programme. The essen-
tial thing today is to remove the
Lyons government and place the con-
trol of Australian defence in the
hands of a government more respon-
sive to the needs of the people and
which will organise defence in ac-
cordance with the democratic tradi-
tions of the country.

We must not fail, however, to ex-
pose failures and mistakes of this
government in the carrying through
of its so-called defence programme.
The Lyons government is not only
the most reactionary but one of the
most incompetent governments this
country has experienced. We must
artack its failings in defence, not as
a ginger group, like the Liberals in
England, but with the object of
revealing its gross inefficiency, its in-
competency, its muddling methods,
and to impress upon the people the
danger of allowing it to remain in
office and in command of Australian
defence preparations.

Here are some examples of the
mess the government is making of
things. It launched a great recruit-
ing drive but made little or no pre-
paration to absorb the recruits. The
militia are short of uniforms, equif
mentlnddﬁnmn‘kdi_ : 5
mnymﬂd'w : ”
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We are going to be subject 1o gas
bcks, and apparently the govern-
ot and lmll!lr) authorities think
18 very likely, then gas masks are
Olutely necessary. Every Euro.
country, including England has
this provision to protect its
0 Why not Australia? There
7@,‘-‘00 people in this country
d more than 3,000,000 of these
e in crowded cities which will be
B chief targets in the event of
on the Australian coast.
should be made and the
tion established to supply
of these people with gas
immediately.
gas is not the only danger.
have pointed out that the
ges in both Spain and China
jt that the high explosive bomb
1 Mmore favor:d l'r\ thz 1 (44
her: The only protection
yinst these are d"p bq_—,mhpr;st:?’
grs. To go into a house when
explosive bombs are being used
gthe worst possible thing, for all
ary houses within striking dis-
dlapt- It will be remem-
ed that in Britain during the Sep-
dber crisis the people of London
advised to dig trenches and get
o them rather than to try and seal
homes against the danger of

j ,f us have need to restudy
ene’s book on Air Raid Pre-
1om: hhw-jdudwbm_fw
Sogeamme. Women, particu-
fo are interested in chis question
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lead in campaigning for * proper
casures for the protection of the
avil population,

Apart from gas masks and deep
bomb proof shelters there are other
measures we must press for, in order
to protect the civil population.
Coastal batteries must be established
to guard all important coastal towns
against naval bombardment. We
cannot forget the terrible desteue-
tion of Almeria in Spain when the
German  warships  callously bom-
barded it.

The coastal batteries must be
equipped with artillery sufficiently
powerful to keep at safe distance
capital ships rqu:md with 16 inch
naval guns.

Then anti-aircraft guns are vital.
During the September crisis there
were six anti-aircraft guns in Sydney
when there should have been in the
vicinity of 600. Since then the gov-
ernment has ordered the manufac-
ture of anti-aircraft guns at Mari-
byrong. The numbers Hﬂs pro-
duced are um;nifmu and the type
of gun is lm:g out of date. There
must be large supplies of modern
anti-aircraft guns to guard the chief
centres of pupuhum and M

These facts suggest a contempt-
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on to Mr. Scullin's proposals
be sure that unification will

disastrous effects contern.

must  consider carefully
and, if so, to what extent

. of the two forms of

t, Commonwealth and
makes it more difficult to
the forces of labor through.
stralia and therefore is a

to .rf’:é:. whole

grely our experience has shown
unity of action throug

btain in a given in

e : i
b trade union when

§ each with its own

bade it casier for
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section of the wotkers and as a resule

tend to weaken the forces of Labor,

But, apart from this, we must con-

sider whether unification muse neces

sarily consolidate the rule of the

rich, It is obvious that Me, Lyons

and Mr. Menzies think of unifica-

tion in terms of a centralised govern.

ment with inereased butesueratic

powers and we can be certain that

this is the type of unification for
which the ruling class is striving,

But is this the only type? Ts there

an alternative, namely, one which

sbine the advantages of uni-

t with the advantages of in-

d democtacy? 1 believe that

and it seems to me that the

wuld not simply oppese the

conception of unification but

ty to rally the whole Labor

ment behind a reform of the

; along the lines of uni-

ith an extension of democ-

an increase in the powers of

r oWl Wﬂm’d >

e fullest use of two senti-

s which are widespread among
ople, the desite for unification

jatred of fasciem.

wre the ruling class and dmt
) the fight for constitational

g@vﬁfmf‘ /
202 clever enowgh o tey to hamess
thus fecling for their own ends,

true that these tactics a2 |
. hkmmmbm“‘z
ydo have an effect on 3 e
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- ANZAC DAY
J.N. Rawhng

readers. Written
r fitted to contribute
soldier amd Historian

v were the workers’ sons of

and New Zealand there an

been divided up between the imperi-
alise Powers—the process of division
having given rise to wars and rumors
of wars. ‘\thhep:mhdﬁw




arseil and English
d helped to build
! ‘These builders
il Zaharoff (of

ments, of cotton,

t Cassel ( of the
Egypt and friend
Baron d’Erlanger,

and so on—want-

“bag and bag-

just as did, last

tone, whose

pool cotton and
associate of the

kings of the

ad been going on

Iso

It was on
t the Anzacs
] On [}'r»'_‘
26, there was
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beaches that grey dawn 24

n once asked Gorky: “Why

eople, who are well fed,
gry ones to fight againse
? Could you name a mare
fime?”  And one of the
gs of his lifelong fight
he imperialists was his
red of them for the misery,
uffering, and death to
condemned millions,
ench Communist paper,
ite,” once said that the
asonov, one of the Russian
of the Great War, died in
d of at the end of a rope
proof of the non-exist-

od.

basis for our hatred and
n is two-fold. For besides

 millions to their deaths in

of profits, they used

§ mere pawns in a game,

did not matter at all,
with those lives, placing
imbeciles in charge of

th power to use them as fuel
ity or as victims of their
headed obstinacy. So it

of blunders and of crimes

re glossed over as blunders—
B which the commander of

- Army Corps could
 offensive on the morning
11, 1918, on which

11 o'clock, the war was 10

ing hundreds to death,
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deg“ﬂhi’%{‘;} wa[:I one of those “blun-
A dle :h avy was sent there

_ e Turks that an attack
was impending. When on the Pen-
u‘-|su|a:. the soldiers were neglected,
Sufficient reinforcements ware not
sent.  Observers on both sides have
told us since that, wich adequate
forces, the Straits could easily have
been taken. But neglect and crim-
inal ineficiency brought failure, and
with failure came more deaths and
suffering than victory would have
caused. Sir Tan Hamilton gives in-
stances of criminal laziness on the
part of Corps Commanders which
cost many lives. Most of us are
familiar with the charges that have
been made by those who have writ-
ten since the war,  Then came the
last futile offensives in August, 1913,
and then—the visit of Lord Kit-
chener and, upon his advice, with-
drawal, the whole operation being a
waste of men’s lives for nothing—
nothing beyond the profits accruing
to British armament shareholders for
shot and shell fired at and fired by
the Tucks.

But it has always appeared to the
present writer that there was some-
thing more behind the withdrawal
than mere military reasons, It was
admitted, as we all can see, that
adequate reinforcements would have
meant victory. Now the story th'at
there were no reinforcements avail-
able won't hold water, Troops were
hastening from Australia :.nd, aftz-r
¢he withdrawal, there wmnmndl-
arely buile up five Australian divi-
sions. In addition, big forces were
being concentrated in Egypt o be
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peace came,

e i ._"!‘ THE SOVIET PEOPLE
A . J. D. Blake
.— SOCIALISM AND AGRICULTURE

years ago, sceptics and
bters  could  still  impress
with their tales thar the Sovier

m could not really solve the dif.
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retain far greater quantities of grain
and other agricultural produce for
their own use than they could even
think of a few years ago, while the
the  good prices received for all marketed
' oduce made possible by the State

of tion of prices gives them
educational and cultural r supplies of cash than the mass

ds of the great mass of Soviet ian farmers can dream of
resent time,

: : K et s due to this condition of real
7 s Vﬂ}; etely from under the fee ty that Soviet farmers are
e i doubters who were un: ’ ying great quantities of semi-
what great things the pea: ‘ { luxury goods; in additien
d do once their creative pow vell fed they are now well
been fully liberated by the « rily clothed. Most import-
ment of socialis. ¢ all, they can pay cash for all

: no hesitation whatever g :

 tha today there is no

nmdtj,:: . to think of as a thing of the

" The basis of this prosperity is o
- "‘*r‘ socialism and the col-
+ cooperative farming which
g pr:sﬂ!k. The USSR. is
land of socialiss agriculruge; it is
o country where agriculture i
ducted on the largest scale is
“(Mdtur no
In the ’ % are
' rkun:mol:a‘sful-
ve farms embracing about nine-
e weillion homesteads; these col
ecsive farms have more than half &
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" .I'“t bttwwn

n farmers i,

. reveals [hc great
prosperity whic|,
farmer anq

hich capitalig,
of the farming

farmers have n,
flects of drought
nomy and tech-
them with the
drought. For
‘mechanical power
of the farmer:
makes it possible
sowing over
one thousand
" an  exceptionally
The resulr i
is taken of the
nd already while
isture the sow-
the crop is wel!
he initial spring
the soil. Becaus:
irought year grain
gned at fairly

shts do not h
Soviet farmer:

rralian farmer:
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e there is developing a proper
LOf crop rotation under whick
alternated with, field crops

n ] grasses are grown as g
erop rotation which has the
restoring the strucrure of
and increasing fertility afrer
been broken down by grain
2 By this means exhaustion of
joil is prevented and at the same
imple pasture and green fodder
pvided for cartle.
ition to this Sovier agri-
scientists have devored a
eal of attention to the prob-
using modern technigue to
the breaking down of soil
and fertility which takes
when the best modern machin-
 not available. MNew methods
I cultivarion have been worked

s a result of these efforts.

diately the grain has been
ed the land is skim ploughed
ents the evaporation of
and stimulates the growth

3 later ploughing to a depth

ten or twelve inches after

rotted manure has becn spread
he field is carried out; this deep
ghing preserves the soil structure
under the weeds which
growing by the previous

ping only light skim plough-
‘carried out and miperal Jer-

s are ied before :;:Iﬂs
: such methods are
2 - c::udrvclq) soil fertility

B the basis for the great i

 grain yields which has takes
__= II.B recent years 18 the
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It is for this reason that a nume-
ber (ij collective farms in Central
Kussia harvested last year an aver-
age of 48 bushels to the acre, and
in the far off Chuyash republic,
peasants who in 1910, the best har-
vest year under Tsarism, harvested
cight hundredweights of grain to the
2cre, organised now in  collective
f narvested an average of thirty
hund dweights of grain to the acre
or nearly four times as much
as under Tsarism.

Due to these methods of scientific
ulture  Yakutia, the coldest
in the world, now grows crops
at, oats, tomatoes, cucumbers

and even watermelons,
On the basis of experience in
g these scientific methods to
ulture a leading Soviet agricul-

¢ year that the time is nor far

say when the Soviet collective
farms will produce an average of ten
tons of grain to the hectare (a hec-
tare is about two and a quarter
acres).

Th{e Soviet Union is the only
country in the world where science
s applied o agriculture on a mass
scale; such a general application is
not pf.)bnblc in Austulia [w 0‘
the destructive effect & the capitalist
system on  agricult economy.
f':ustrahan farmers also will ﬁﬂi !h
road 1o real prosperity only in allic
ance with the Australian workers fﬂ
the establishment of secialism with
2 workers’ and farmers’ government
2+ the head of affairs. S ‘*’-

The sharp contrast
slism and socialism in their efieey
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e farmers

‘or agricultural speciali and
nore pros- .

 trained engineers wh guide
f the machinery which the
at its disposal.

ast spread of education and
among  Soviet  collective
s is fast eliminating the age-
fifferences between town and
ry. Soviet farmers are active
r Of louahsm and ti’::y are
- the most ardent supporters
e Sovier government and the
: Party; it could not be
ise when they have seen from
expetience that the capable
o of Stalin and the Bolshe-
has created a nev

B which ¢
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equalled by any other farming eom-
munity in the world,

The experience of the Soviet
farmers proves beyond all doubt that
the solution of the problems of the
farmers can only be found in alliance

with the workers in the struggle to
establish socialism,

In Australia also the interests of
these two grear laboting classes lie
in a common direction, and the soon.-
er their forces are allied in the
struggle for a Socialist Australia the

vill the Australian farmers be
catch up and surpass the
LY now l,'n}'m,':d l’ﬁ the Soviet

ective farr.'wra.

W BOOKS OF INTEREST

Gordon Grant

scks on the Soviet Union than
: Critics,” by
£ AN tEAONS,
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Many of the questions st
ing the Moscow trials and the dou
that have been raised in. the minds
of people by the incorrect reportiis
of these proceedings in the worlds
press arepzfeated up I&d 3 fﬁ‘t
author pitilessly places Trotsky arnﬂ
the Trotskyists “in the box” for us
and allows them to condemn them-
selves out of their own mouths.

All the arguments raised in de-
fence of Trotsky by his supporters
and by others, who were prepared to
teke Trotsky’s word about himself,
ate reduced to shreds, and he
emerges as a very shabby figure on
the world stage when Campbell
finishes with him. i

Campbell ends by saying:

“. . . the working class is coming
to realise the role of Trotskyism in
the service of reaction and will not
be deceived.” He quotes Stalin:

“Qur Party comrades did nor
notice that Trotskyism has ceased to
be a political trend in the working
class, that it has changed from the
political trend in the working class it
was seven or eight years ago into a
frantic and unprincipled gang of
wreckers, diversionists, spies and
murderers, acting on the instructions
of the intelligence services of foreign
States.”

Ample evidence of this is brought
by Campbell in the chapters dealing
with the trials, and the terrible ac.
tions of the Trotskyists in the Soviet
Union and later in Spain, where
they assisted to stab in the back the

valiant heroes there and aid the ad-
vance of Franco in the most cowardly
manner possible at the most critical

surround-  moments.
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and the doubts ~ “T'rotsky against the Bolshevik

Party” shows that he began his op-
position to the Party and to Lenin

. in 1903! He appeared utterly in-

capable of understanding the role
of the Party as the leadership of the
working class and at the same time
part of the working class.

‘Campbell points out how Trotsky
who, today claiming to be Leninist,
is out to liquidate Stalinism and to
remove Stalin, was, at the period
when the Bolshevik Party was being
fashioned, out to liquidate Leninism
... and to remove Lenin (though
not at this stage by terrorist means).

In his Red Army days Trotsky be-
came a martinet, but could not sub-
mit to discipline himself.

His suppm;mfﬁ claim him as the
rightful successor to Lenin whom

 Lenin would have chosen. Campbell

quotes a few passages from Lenin
which clearly reveal Lenin’s estimate
of his “friend.”
“Tmiﬁﬂthe Trotskyists and
Wﬂm% him,” said Lenin

the liquidators . . . Trotsky and

se similar to him deceive the
Wﬂﬁl\ﬂ& onceal the evil and make
1“'%%&1%&&:#90% and remedy
it Lo
:WQ&Mquommns scath-
" tsky as an oppor-
ously exposed his
s when he opposed the
of the revolution in
1 is also quoted on the
 “permanent revolu-
er controversy be-

n Lenin and Trotsky on thar
t.
in, when Trotsky and his fol.
ts came over to the Bolsheyik
ty in 1917 he disagreed with
nin in relation to the seizyre of
power.
Trotsky was in favor of putting
the insurrection until the second
ess of Soviets. Lenin made a
ng attack on that standpoint,
“For to miss such a moment and
| ‘wait’ for the congress of Soviets
Id be utter idiocy and sheer
chery,” Lenin declared (Selected
orks, Vol. VI, p. 230).
rotsky’s success in delaying the
g of the peace terms in opposi-
to Lenin cost the new Soviet
ate much territory.
totskyists frequently depict their
£0 as being chief organiser in the
il War when he was Commissar
War.
talin declared that the organising
e victories must be credited to
individual but to the great com-
ity of advanced workers of the
‘ ntry and to the Russian Commun-
ist Party.
S He added: “You know that Kol-
ak and Denikin were regarded as
chief enemies of the Sovier Re-
. You know that our country
breathed freely after the victory
these enemies. And history says
that our troops defeated these two
enemies, Kolchak as well as Denll‘i’lﬂ»
pposition to Trotsky’s plans-
alin goes on to give the details
proof of the statement (Erors
‘Trotskyism, 1924, pp- 219-20).
dIn “My Life,” Trotsky fully ad:
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h’,lttt‘dl the truth of the firge charge
and tried without success to wriggle
out of the second, Campbell says.

The contradiction of Trotsky's
actitude to the Party and its line of
ad?’ance in Russia and his endless
wrigglings deepen from what ap-
pears as egoism and Buonapartism,
a description which he is ready to
apply to others, to lying and the
“treachery” discerned by Lenin so
many years eatlier, as the book pro-
gresses towards the present day.

Perhaps the main message of the
book is contained in the chapter on
the Trotskyist attacks on the
People’s Front.

“The attempt to sabotage the ad-
vance of this alliance,” says Camp-
bell, “is to be made by the Trotsky-
ists not under fascist slogans but
under slogans bearing an extremely
Left Socialist character.

“This method of sabotage from
the Left can be of extreme aid to
fascism, for unless it is exposed,
thousands of misguided workers who
hate fascism and war can, under the
influence of Trotskyism, become the
architects of their own enslavement.”

Much valuable information on the
new Constitution and the growth of
sacialism in the S.U. is contained
in two of the nine chapters in the
book, which is well-documented,
spr;nkled liberally with relevant
quotations from Lenin, Trotsky and
others, and is well-indexed on per-
scnalities mentioned.

“Soviet Policy and Its Critics,” by
i I Campbell (Victor G'oﬁcmr.z).
Left Book Club 3/9. Australian
price 12/9.
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if they are, we conclude

e hypothelil is correct unless

fresh evidence comes to

will not fie it, in which

one has to be sought, I

seen that such a method

| scope for self-delusion

ul thinking on the part of
igator; for even if he

iberately falsify (or be uncon.

f mistaken in) either his ex

results or his chain of

ftom thcm. some other

in tepeating, as is often

same investigation,

to notice it. It must be

that differences of opinion

‘ occur be-

ou lfi

these

jan had been supposec.
e method neverthel

and reliable resul

g of the scientific mer
1 ¢ degree, spells des
o social regimes based on

senitation, ambiguir

- the historical development
bas been fraughe with

against fEaAcTiOnary socialy
: and economic gystems. A0
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wfined moscly
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Physics: henee it is not surprising
that little truth emerged, few core
rect conclusions—indeed, few e
clusions of any sort—were arrived
at, and that reaction held almost uhe
disputed  sway, The scientifie
method progressed slowly and with
many casualties, such men as Galilea
and Buffon being silenced by cene
sorship for their attempts to dispute
the ideas of theie time in regard to
the importarice of the world in the
universe, and the importance of life
in the world. Tt had its firse big
iy in the era of the French Re-
tion (to the making of which
said to have considerably

ited) when, concutrently
overthrow of despotism

attempt to devise 3 few

few

came
'A’ifh hN h‘ S
{ the sarth and the
and Lamarek, with
the evolution of lw=
eganisms, caused doubts to
of many of those
{ previously mot questioned
¢ the divine origin of the
+ and doubts about

che Treaty of Vienwna, how

sver, came the reaction: back came
the White Terror, the reactionary

fisric philosophies, and the cen-
sorsh i
for the effors of
Cuvier, were caveful @&
crivities (O @ mere .
facrs, wichout speculating  upos
cheir significanice. -‘
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goat of science. By the ma.

has im'remed, they affirm,
hrown millions out of work:
mocked them by 'devising
to increase the production
they cannot afford to con-
threatens their lives with
tions of the airplane, bombs
ison gases; and it has taken
m even the hope of a bet-
ce in another world. This
obviously an unreason-
but it is understandable;
annot be denied that science
thing to answer for in hav-
ded the means of such vast
jal changes in our ways of
d thinking, without having
d what results these would
Ithough fundamentally the
£ these creations of science
ult of the social and eco-
system, scientists  should
less have known better than
e, as many of them ap-
have, the existence of an
stem: they should at least
some effort to influence
of that system sufficiently
their works to become 2
rather than a curse.

her factor which is making
awakening of scientists t©
ities is the discovery that
pitalist system. now only re-

sults of a certain kind of
ults of a kind designed
wealth, or the means of
wealth, ie, armaments,
aged by private apd state
little assistance 15
heoming for purely cul-

To the scientist ©

how-
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whom the difference is not import-
ant, the realisation of this attitude
brings first bewilderment, then dis-
trust, and finally—in some cases-—
understanding. He is further dis-
turbed to hear of the persecution
Df‘ his co-worker in fascist coun-
trics, and disgusted to notice the
“race theories” and other scientific
travesties that created “scientists” in
those countries are being encouraged
to manufacture.

Pethaps more fundamental stll
is the fact that the progress of
scientific investigation has been so
great that we are beginning to be-
come aware of an overlapping be-
tween its various branches. Physics,
by of the study of the atom,
has overlapped chemistry; and
chemistry, by way of biochemistry,
has overlapped biology: there is
even much ground for suggesting
that the difference between living
and non-living matter can 1o longer
be maintained. As a result of this
it is once more becoming possible
for individuals to grasp, if only
vaguely, the significance of the
whole  picture; and, this much
achieved, it becomes possibile to re-
late the scientific synthesis to the
affairs of the world.

And so once more we note the
re-appearance of science as a force
+o be reckoned with in the attempt
to produce an ordered and eﬂi!:icnt
social  system. It cannot nrx?lf
make social change—the community
has to do chat—but it can demon-
ctrate the need for that changQE, ‘and_ 1
influence the form of it. Criticisms
of the present system as a whole,
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and of its various parts, are already
in evidence in scientific circles; and
alternate systems are being sug:
gested, and in some cases fought for.
As instances, one might mention
such names as those of Sir J“h"
Boyd Orr, nutrition expert, who in
recent years has made public the
evidences of malnutrition in British
cities; of Sir Peter Chalmers Mit-
chell, biologist and socialist, who
came close to dying for his beliefs
at the capture of Malaga; of Pro-
fessors Prenant, Bernal and J. B. S.
Haldane, Marxists; and of Dr. Juan
Negrin, physiologist and socialist
Premier of Spain. Not all of the
remedies suggested for our social ills
are the same, and many scientists
propose none at all: but all think-
ing workers agree that, if such are
necessary, their necessity and their
nature can be and should be deter-
mined by the scientific method—and
that freedom of thought and dis-
cussion, which are necessary for the
conducting of such inquiries, must
be maintained at all costs. Resolu-
tions affirming these principles were
carried in 1936 at the Blackpool
meeting of the British Association
for the Advancement of Science, in
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1037 at the Indianapolis meeting of
the American Association, and now
in 1939 at the Canberra meeting
of the Australian and New Zealand
Association. Moreover, in 1937, at
the instance of the Academy of
Sciences at Amsterdam, the Inter-

pational Council of  Scientific
Uhions set up a Committee of
Science and  Social  Relations

(CS.S.R.), “charged to survey the
influence of science on the world pic-
ture, as well as on the material side
of human life and society; . . . to re-
view science and its applications as a
whole, and to promote the study of
their social influence” (INature,
April 23, 1938, page 723). Science
is returning late into the field of
social relations, and it is possible
that social changes will not await
its deliberations; but it is encourag-
ing to realise that it is becoming
aware that problems exist in that
field, for neither before, during or
after a possible social change can
society expect to function in an or-
derly and efficient fashion without
the application, whether by scientists
proper or by others, of the one and
only short cut to truth—the scien-
tific method.

rom the report,

HE only reason for the con-
tinued existence of capitalism is
38 disunity among the peoples it
presses. The toilers of the world
Soutnumber the social parasites by at
Mleast twenty to one; their united
‘serength would be more than enough
sweep the ruling classes out of
wer everywhere.

' The exploiters understand this,
ind 2 cardinal principle of domina-
on has been to foster and extend
visions among the masses. “Divide
ind Rule!” How well have slave-
mers, feudal lords, and capitalists
plied this principle down the ages!
fr divisions of workers, social
tes, barriers between manual and
ntal workers, sex inequalities,
national prejudices, incitement of
hatred, religious factionalism,
auvinistic propaganda—all thes
d many more have been useful
pons in the hands of the upper

8 One such weapon, as odious to the
ightened section of humanity as 1t
been useful to the rulers, is race
incitement against the Jews, or
t is called, anti-Semitism. Hitler
de great use of this weapon 10
ead and enslave the German
e. But anti-Semitism did not
with Hitler. The last tsar of
a, “Nicholas the Bloody,” or-
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Anti-Semitism and the Refugees,” del
; : i
Plenary Session of the N.S. 1. State Committee.)
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ivered at a recent

ganised campaigns of terror and
nisrder (pogroms) against the Jews.
For what purpose? To divert the
mass discontent away from the intol-
erable burdens of the tsarist-capital-
ist regime. For certain reasons the
Jews, unfortunately for themselves,
have been for centuries the “ideal”
scapegoats for the rapacious domin-
ant classes. Hatred for the Jew, de-
liberately created by the exploiters,
has been a tragically common current
in the development of European
society from the earliest period. The
position of the Jews, indeed, is an
index to the general level of social
conditions and progress. In normal
“good times,” Jews have been accord-
ed a certain measure of tolerably de-
cent treatment; when nations were
passing through difficult periods, the
Jews suffered, that is, the rulers saw
to it that their own sins of greed and
arrogance were visited upon the
Jews. Anti-Semitism is so useful!
Under fascism, persecution of
Jews becomes a direct policy of gov-
ernment, and it is pursued with 2
brutality that horrifies every right-
thinking person. Under fascism, in-
cidentally, anti-Semitism is applied
not only with the general object of
canalising off the discontent of the
people, but for the sake of sheer

robbery.
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i “lwea:shop" with  Jews; ¢
s how avidly the capitalisty geize
REYETY opportunity to sow con.
n and dissension among  the
Vs pay less wages” 1f they
they are no berer of WOrse
Jewish employers, And IF

, then strike action of other
will provide the remedy,

it only Jews who underpay
\kaﬂ.'s? Name a ":'mrj-,r

fied with

e the workers are
pay!
y.

!’ffugftf are I:Jf«m;_ll away

There are probab

0,000

thousand more
much difference, Ly

way they are gettin
In the past, A

'- Italians apd Greeks.
result? Organisatio
against those immi :

d of against the ones really re-

ble, the rich! Unempl:

fault of the newc

of
b}' the t_miiﬁ'ié MASSES
- G Roa |

living standards,

- (or lidlians, Greeks, Chin-
) ave this, that and the other,

e doing 50 and 50 and such

: # The fasciss have

r tortured, mus-
o‘:‘:;eple these past

- -
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few years, 18 we mua tall about
villainy, there it sl And the fas
cints are ready to atack Australia
from without and within,

The Japanese militarises are plan-
ning to repeat here all the harrors
they have perpetrated in China, Que
own government helps those mon.
sters with armaments! Eyen if what
you say were true—and we emphat-
ically deny it in the sense you mean,
for you are only repeating what the
vellow press is saying=all of it is
enly one-millionth the part of the
crimes of the capitalists and fascists,
We fight Jewish (or British, Aus-

1, Ttalian, Chinese, ete) em-

vers, not because they're Jewish
tealian, Chinese, etc,) but

they are employers, because

exploit us. 1t is not a question

of race or nationality; it is & elass

o middle course” sald

les triumph, they do Bot

econciled’,” :

What is to be done shout snii-

1 and the refugess? Our sthi-
th
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JJ/HO OWNS
AUSTRALIA'

By J. N. RAWLING
Author of

“THE STORY OF THE
AUSTRALIAN PEOPLE”

L 4

(2t

The name of the writer of this clever pamphlet may be
depended upon for the accuracy of the facts and figures
quoted by him in this condensed but startling statement.

i

Showing tireless research, it is the most instructive and illu-
minating description we have yet seen, proving conclusively ]
that we are owned and controlled by a coterie of millionaires, :
whose system of interlocked finance, embracing raw materials,
banks, shipping, mines, chemicals, insurance, business, etc.,
gives them unlimited power over all. ft

i
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Clearly printed, with an instructive and helpful chart, the
price (sixpence) places it within the reach of all, and we
recommend every man and woman in the community to read i,
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312 Rawson Chambers,

Rawson Place, Sydney
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