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THE RESULTS OF MAY DAY
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we find that reformist influence in the unions and the peculiar

g:ircumstances_ created by the date of the State elections, resulted
In & comparatively poor May Day demonstration,

This year the Trades and Labor Counci] of Sydney showed an
interest in May Day, and for several weeks debated ahbout the
f monstration. It wag evident that the Council exe.
cutive had determined not to allow the May Day executive of the
past y i , ire ance
igi i % the great majority
n the city, the militanty endeavored to have the
Council recognige May First and proposed lunch-hour factory
gate meetings, a night procession and a central rally,
posal was defeated and the majority decided on a pro
meeting on Sunday, May 5. Our Party and the militant unionists
decided to assist to make the event on May 5 a successful indus-
trial demonstration. The District Committee of the Party, while
entering the united front for May 5, also decided to organise a
May Day rally in a central hall on the night of May First,

Meantime the date of the elections was fixed and it wasg disg-
covered that no permit would be granted to the Labor Council for
4 procession, because the Lang Party had secured one for its
election procession. The Labor Counci] executive successfully
evaded meeting the delegates and made no serious effort to obtain
2 cermit. The influence of the Lang Party was strong enough to
cause the reformist union officials to forget all they had said in
favor of a Sunday as the best day to get a mass demonstration
of class solidarity, and they also evaded proposals that they co-
operate on the night of May First.

The importance of eombining correctly work in the factories
with work in the trade unions is sharply brought out by the
Sydney May Day . The strength of the ALP. is in
the unions, and cur ory and other successes are handicapped
and undermined by the reformist control of the majority of the
trade unions.

Despite the reformist sabotage a meeting was held in Syrme);v
on Mayplv-’iut, at which representatives of the ARU., Seamen’s
and Pastoral Workers’ unions, Shop Committees, Unpmp&oy&d
Councils, Communist Party and the Anti-War Councils spoke.
Duringt&ﬁymmetm were held at several
factories.
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Marxism provides an answer to this quention, which eyven the
hourgeois military historians would be able to give, in iy CHMEn-
tials, were they only in a popition to grasp the most important
teaching of the most eminent of German military theareticians,
namely, Karl von Clausewitz, In his book “On War” he wrote as
follows :—

“In order gloriously to terminate un entire war, or a cam-
paign which constitutes 4 decisive part thereof, it in necessary
to take into account internal publie relationships, Here
strategy and politics come together, and the commander.in.
chief becomes also a statesman.”

The statesmen of the Russian bourgeoisie and the Russian
land-owning class lost the war because they had the decigive
masses of the population against them, The defeated landowners
and capitalists then raiged the flag of civil war, in order to re.
establish their rule. While preparing for a victory over the Bol-
sheviks, they were not even capable of undertaking steps to lead
their own soldiers by the nose, One need only glance at the docu-
ments relating to the agrarian policy of Denlkin, in order to
realise how little the Whites had taken to heart the lessons of the
October Revolution,

On the other side of the front of the raging civil war was the
Central Committee of the Party under the leadership of Lenin,
who had spent his whole life in the struggle for the liberstion of
the workers amd peasants, and who was intimately connected
with the masses,

The Civil War was only the continuation of the October Revo.
lution: The relation of forces, which had decided the October vie-
tory, continued to work in favor of the military victory of the
Bolsheviks over the Whites. However, this did noc mechanically
imply victory, for the part played by the military factor in the
Civil War, which had eommenced in 1918, was greater than the
part it played in the October Revolution. But in the field of mili-
tary action the Bolsheviks were new-comers,

The question, therefore, was as follows: Would the
Bolsheviks understand how to carry on a war beiier than the
White officer gang who were supported by the Entente as regards
both material and military aid? Within 2 very short period the
Bolsheviks had developed a whole array of brillisnt military
talent—such as Frumze, Veoroshiloy, Tukhachevski, Budyonny,
Yegorov, Uborevich, Yakir, Chapaev, and hundreds of others.
The Bolshevike did mot only bring forth a phalanx of jros
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commanders who welded the army together, and led it (o i1,
under conditions amidst which hitherto no army ha,
conquered—the Bolsheviki also knew how to form a wur
which was incomparably superior to that of the Whites,

What happened behind the scenes at Red stafl’ headju:,
how the decigions there were arrived at—all this has only 1o
common knowledge among the masges during the recent
During the Civil War itself, the difficulty of putting wsid
regular commanders compelled a econcealment of the
situation. This meant that the leadership of the arm
really in the hands of Lenin and his nearest colleague, Stali

What were the differences? What was the subjo
disagreement? The answer to this question is also the
to the auestion regarding the qualities of Stalin as a proleti
commander-in-chief. When one reads the well-known arti
Comrade Voreshilov on “Stalin and the Red Army,” and s
the historical records which have recently appeared in the |
it becomes clear that these differences are connected
the main current of the former, as well as of, later, differenc:
the Party with Trotskyism.

With a proletariat which was inexperienced in milit.
matters, although steadfast, as its kernel, we created an ar
of peasants who had but recently returned from the world wi
and who, by the witness of their own eyes, had been convince:
that the soil had become their property. This peasant mass wa
longing to make use of this redeemed land, to begin cultivati
it; and it was obvious that only an immediate danger, thrtfai.r !
ing their land, would give to them the will to fight and to win, |
order to accomplish this, a mobilisation apparatus was n.em]«-ri
training apparatus, an army apparatus, The number of work:
who were experienced in the creation of such an apparatus v
small. They had go far had no experience of a great milit:
mechanism and its organisation. And the pmblem_whgf‘h
fronted them was not merely that of the mobilisation
training of an army, but algo that of the military leader |
which demanded great sirategie, tactical and, in a word, techr
knowledge.

Trotsky endeavoured to prove that the difference of
in this matter was that he was in favour of utilising the |
sional officers, while Stalin and Vorosghilov—were i
However, one need only call to mind how Stalin organ
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army on the mogt dangerous gecltors of the front—at Taaritzin,
at Perm; how Stalin did away with partisan methods, with the f
so-called “column” methods, ag a foundation for the formation of :
an army, to realise how comic it is to accuse this iron centraliser

of revolutionary forces of a tendency towards partisan methods.

The truth of the matter ig that Stalin, Voroshilov, and their
colleagues carried on a ceaseless and inflexible gtruggle against
Trotsky, who flooded the front with former gtaff officers, and

not only did not trouble as to what was their attitude to the
revolution, but also neglected to find out as to how they carried

out their duties at the front. In fact, the general staff uniform
impresged him  tremendously. But Stalin  represented the
proletarian point of view with regard to the employment of
professional soldiers; and that is: to keep them under the control

of proletarian elements, while striving at the same time, as
quickly as possible to facilitate the assimilation of military
knowledge by cadres of proletarian leaders.. Stalin set himself

the task of developing proletarian army leaders, capable of lead-

ing millions, and he was able to accomplish this becauge he had

the ability to distinguish between the utiligation of the cultural
legacy of the bourgeoigic and submission to it,

Whoever desires to understand the part SBtalin played as a
leader in the Civil War—as well as he who seeks to understand j
the future conditions of our victories—must go deeply into the
report of Stalin and Djerzhinski on the case of Perm, in 1918,
and the telegram to Lenin regarding the situation on the
“outhern Front. Upon both these documents the genius of Stalin
ag an unsurpassed organiser is unmistakably imprinted. He
explores the gituation of the army, all the way from the pogition
on the front down to the smailest detail of organisation. An
army is a huge organism, and one can only proceed to the ;'vhul_;i—
litation of a damaged army by investigating its provisioning, its
organisation, the quality of its command, the efficiency of its
personnel, its technical equipment, the relations of the army to
the population—its contact with the population, the organisation
of ihe toiling masses.

Stalin's strength was also made manifest in the central ques-
tion of strategy: The choice of the direction in which the atlaeck
was to be aimed, and the earrying out of the plan of campaign,
The differences with Trotsky on the question as to whether the
attack against Denikin should be launched in the direction of the
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War, An unswerving loyalty to the principles of Margism-
Leninigm-—principles tried in the fire of three revolutions; otts
standing intelligence, embracing the totality of class relation-
ghips and the direction of their development; an iron will, hased
upon a profound sense of identity with the working class and 8
profound belief in their vietory; determination in caprying oub
accepted decisions—such are {he essential features which made
of Stalin a great proletarian army chief,

Onee the Civil War was over, Stalin devoted himself entirely
4o the building up of the Party and of Bocialism, As adisciple of
Lenin, he could never forget that the enemy could not refrain
from measuring his strength again with ours, that he could not
refrain from desiring fo destroy what millions had created
through their labour. For this reason, the Red Army remains in
the centre of Stalin’s attention, For this reason, concern for the
Red Army occupies a prominent place in Stalin’s work,

Onee he has placed at the head of the Red Army the entire
muster of leaders, trained by Lenin, he gives unfailing sttention
to the end that this eore—which, in future, is to ensure the
victories of the Bed Army—develops continually, He demands of
proletarian commanders, not that they rest upon the laurels won
in the Civil War, but that they learn more, and ever more learn,
High commanders, whose names are known throughout
world, he sends to the school beneh, He sees to it that our Bed
Army is the best school for the alliance of the peasantry with the
proletariat,

However outstanding the accomplishments of our Red Army,
they are hardly likely to Jull the proletarian eommander-in-
chief 1o sleep. He follows keenly the development of hourgeuvis
armies, the development of military technigue, Upon the basis
of the industrialisation of the country, he reconstitutes the
tec basis of the Bed Army. World eapitalism is on the =
decline, yet it ean show progress in the field of military technique,
Aireraft, the production of poison gas, and the production of
tanks—which began to play an important part oply towards ihe
end of the world war—have nowadays assumed 8 most X . 3
aspoet, To place in the field #n inadequately armed mass sgainst
modern military technigue would be eximinal madness. 11 would
he eriminal because these Mmasses- workers and peasants-—
uethehukofmm,m;mawmmhm, And it would b
madness because & poorly-armed foree, from the point of view @

o
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man of this strength will be Lenin’s best colleague in the struggle
—the supreme field commander of the Civil War, who already
then gave proof that he knew how to ensure victory; the ehief
reorganiser of the whole land and of the Red Army; the leader
who, far-sighted, can see the essential outlines of future develop-
ments, as well as the iron lever of victory. Our whole country
knows that he who knew how to organise conclusive victory over
the internal enemy—-he Wwho, cool, determined, unwavering,
organised the most complicated manceuvres as well as frontal
attacks—would, in the case of an imperialist offensive, know how
to ensure victory for the country, for the proletariat,

The Red Army is an army of peace, for the defence of the
Socialist Fatherland, and therefore it has no need to conceal its
strength. It is for this reason that the geventeenth Party Con-
gress weleamed Voroshilov so enthusiastically, when he openly
rendered his report on the strength of the Red Army., For this
reason the Seventh Congress of Soviets grected Comrade Tuk-
hachevski so warmly when he set forth the progress which the
organisation of the Red Army had to show during the past year.
The enemy endeavours to discover the number of tanks and
bombing planes at our disposal. But he is ineapable of estimat-
ing one of the greatest sources of our strength. That strength
is the Revolution, which made Stalin into the first proletarian
commander-in-chief—the Revolution which surrounded him with
a brilliant muster of mass leaders to the great decisive struggle
for the conclusive victory of Socialism.

e B i et

THE CASE FOR INDUSTRIAL
UNIONISM

By 8. PURDY

Industrial unfonism has become 2 burning topic these day®,

caused and made necessary by the development of capitalism
itself. Workers of different erafts are employed by the ;amc

master, therefore the necessity of their showing a eommon
i i 5 in a period such as this, when capitalism,

far from granting reforms, is only able to improve its %

is obvious,
at the expense of the tiving conditions of the masses.
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to stop the swing in its favor. A classic example of this is the
leading article in the “Locomotive Journal” (official organ of the
AF.U.LE), dated February 28, 1936, It endeayors to cause
confusion, mislead; and answers nothing, 1t would have
A F.U.LE., members helieve that industrial unionism means a
levelling down of conditions, and becauge they are amongst the
most highly paid, and in a minority, their conditions would be
lowered, What nonsense! Already the shop committees have
been successful in winning job improvements for the various
crafts, irvespective of whether relatively high or low wages Were
paid, because of the unity expressed in the shop committees; and
with the higher form of organisational unity per medium of an
industrial union, and the tremendously inereased strength
aceriing from same, the only result possible would be improved
conditions all round—higher wages for all.

Ei
B
!
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1

Argument in favor of arbitration s also sponsored, Does the
writer conveniently forget the puthless attacks on Wages by the
Arbitration Courts during the six years of erisis? Does he forget
the basic wage reduction of 12/6 made by the NS.W. Arbitration
Court in August, 19327 Is he unaware of the many conditions
won and maintained by the mine-workers, due 1o their reliance
on organised strength and direct negotiation? What of the
recent vietories of different sections of our class, vietories g,aumd,
not by arbitration, but by organisation, agitation, demonstra-

i necessary and advisable, strike aetion? The
five-months’ Wonthaggi struggle against vietimjisation and for
the right to strengthen the union erganisationa y—the winning 3
by the Wonthaggl miners of the £8000 previously denied them— %
the rubber workers’ strike 3t Goodyear’s, when the principle of
senjority was maintained, previously climinated from the award
by the Arbitration Court—the eoncessions won by the Teachers
Federation—the winning of the 44-hour week by the ARU. n
NS.W. (Judge Drake-Brockman sald he “intervencd hecause of 3
the unvest and threat of strike action amongst the employees i3
the serviee”)—the recent SUCCESS of the Melbourne
workers, who gained a thirty-three and one-third per cent.
increase im wages—these comparisons ;ﬂmﬂn-@}y ABSWEY E
feehle attempt to build a case for arbitration.

meﬂmnmmﬁm o
cannot struggle without the A.F,UJ;.E.. men, and draws
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Our opponent of industrial unionism quotes in an ahstract
manner the failure of the “only industrial union ever formed in
Australia” to prove his case, and refers to an abortive attempt
to establish an industrial union in Neweastle in 1923. Nothing
ever came of it. However, the opponents of industrial unionism
are so bankrupt that they will grasp at even nothing in order to
try to justify their threadbare pogition.

However, despite all the raving against industrial unionism,
concessions are made to it. The “Locomotive Journal” is forced,
due to increasing support for militant unionism by A.F.ULE.
members, to raise the bogey that “peactionarvies may get control
of the industrial union,” We are living in a period when reform-
ist leadership is being supplanted by militant, When industrial
unionism is an accomplished fact, it will be due to the efforts of
militant leadership and mass support for the latter. It is hardly
likely that in such a situation the trade unionists will allow
people into the leadership of their industrial unions who have
gpent a lifetime fighting them. No, Mr. Writer for the “Loco-
motive Journal’! Craft unionism—reformism in general—is
surely giving way to the militant tendency, and it is not likely
that the reactionaries will get control of the stronger organisa-
tions which the unionists, under militant leadership, build. It is
not likely that even yourself, whoever you are, will be in the
running, Narrow, reactionary, reformist eraft union leaders will
be at a low price then. :

The drive for unity is not only expressed here in Augtralia,
but is an international phenomenon. In France the members of
the Red and reformist unions are coming together, and so strong
is the movement from below that in some instances the reformist
leaders have been forced to come to unity agreements. Further,

the reformist trade union inter-
addition to individual reformist unions in the
European countries, proposing to them a basis of unity. These
proposals are being received favorably by the masses, and the
perspective for the future is not only unity in action but also
organisational unity.

After dealing with all the “horrors” of industrial unionism,
our “Locomotive” friend then raises a number of political ques-
tions arising out of his attempt to give Parliament his blessing
and prove its “supreme value” to the mass of trade unionists.
“Only through Parliament under the present system will you get

substantial and uniform reforms for the masses. Only in the

political [should read Parliamentary] field can you fight now to

"z
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- gain control.” .
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support theo'q Par]lﬂment, even thrade unionists recognis cess which has developed is that Parlliamentarianism has become
80 naive ag esser evi]” theory IOUgh many of them dominant, subjecting the trade unions to the Parliamentary
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empts t ; ssed our “Locomotiyer o L0 Fasci: seducing the politician. With the rise of Parliamentarianism the

tive’ .

o :’Vri‘&er by? H politician became dominant, so that when the Parliamentarian
als the thre, wing cracks the whip, the industrial 'ﬂ_ring is expected to fa!l into
een fl nd reflee  line. Itisa question of guarding against honest elements in the
tg? ?W.durm‘ trade union movement being corrupted by the politicians.
an only be effect; tis clea  Further, when trade union leaders refuse to become corrupted
rli ive by mas.  and subservient to the reformist Parliamentarian policy of the

iament spell.  labor politicians, they meet with the most vile abuse and slander
ng as yo from the official Labor Party leadership. The last miners ”eiec-
h Your stomach: tions were a classic example. Here, Lang, the “Labor Daily and
the whole reformist machine were thrown into the campaign of

that trade ynj
organisation
defeat,
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and active same ¢

an g‘;w”di“e- No one vilification against Orr and Nelson. But the miners returned Orr

s will e%tg:l?eéi Without and Nelson with a greater majority than ever.
to mention th rﬁf;&ts - The latest slander was that of W. J. Carlton, newly-elected
1 D€eN starved hac) 5 erm;{.- labor member for Glebe, who during the course of his cam-
forciv W0e: Bt {f 1he tf-'}"' ] paign stated that “the late Arthur Chapman [for vears AR.U.
dournal’_jt 4y, s leader and militant fighter] was a ‘scab. This statement was
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other form of political action, and therefore, even if it wished,
is unprepared for same; it is impotent as a working-cales foree,

Is this not proven in Eugope ¢ When Fascist dietatorship was
established Social-Democratic Parliamentariang were either help-
less or went over openly into the camp of Fascism, (Wels and
Liepart in Germany are examples of both fendencies.) Even in
N.8.W., the Labor Party, depending on Parliament, was foreed
to give way to Governor Game, Who would say that this would
have happened if the Labor Party had ecalled on the trade unions,
on the magses for militant demonstration and general girike to
vegist this attack on their democratic righta? So, on the inter-
national arena and here in Australia, in face of the growing
struggles of the workers, the bourgeoisie is going over to methods
other the Parliamentary ones to maintain its rule, and the
Social-Democratic parties, including the A.L.P. and N.S.W. Labor
Party, arve disintegrating, unable and unwilling to face the tasks
confronting our class and its organisationg—a different propo-
sition from that put forward by the “Locomotive Journal” that
only the Labor Party ig capable of achieving “big gweeping soeial
reforms.”

The opposition to the reorganisation of the Lrade unions along
the lines of industry is puerile and reactionary. It is the placing
of sectional interests before that of the whole class, It is the
reflection of that narrow craft outlook which has for so long
dominated Australian unionism, combined with a spurious oppors
{unist desire on the part of grasping trade union officials, who
fear that the going over from craft to industrial unionism w
displace them from the positions they have occupied and abused
for so long. This attitude of the reactionary reformist officials
may delay the much desired strengthening of the trade unon
movement, but cannol prevent ite final vealisation.

000——
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Here, of course, the ALY, Executive distorts the real position
and seems to forget that it was the Labor Prime Minister,
Andrew Fisher, who coined the slogan “To the last man and the
jast shilling” in 1914, The FExecutive also appears to forget that
the last war created a violent split in the ranks of the Labor
Party, which seems to contradict the statements contained in
the above quotation.

In speaking of the creation of its own anti-war organigation,
the Executive fails to mention that it did this when a strong
anti-war organisation had already developed in Vietoria, and the
Executive set up its own anti-war organisation in order to split
the organised movement against war, and the guestion guite
obviously arises, if every worker can do work in this anti-war
organisation, why does the A L.P, Executive oppose any form of
co-operation betwen the Victorian Council Against War and the
separate organisation of the A LP. and the Trades Hall Council?
Again, on the basis of the statements in the above quotation,
how does the ALP. Executive explain its rejection of the
proposals of the Communists that the ALJP. and Communist
Party should together organise the workers for united struggle
against war?

UNITY WITH THE BOURGEOISIE

The events which took place at the time of the united front
discussions served to bring out with complete clarity, the entire
position of the Labor Party as a party opposed to any attempts 10
develop the organised struggle of the workers, against capl-
talism; a y of class collaboration and arbitration; a party
which s a policy of unity with the hourgeoisie as opposed
40 a policy of class struggle and the establishment of unity
the ranks of the working class.

At the exact time when the ALP. Executive was busy with
the formulation of its letter rejecting the proposals for i
front action from the Communist Party, it was also working out

with the leaders of the Country Party, the party of the big
alliance

agrarian capitalists, the basis for a par

arliamentary i
the AL P. and Country Party : this alliance provides for
of the ALP. to the Country Party government and

the
it is mpon the support of the ALP. that the gover
omupelled to rely for its continued existence.

; md its demagogy, the Country Party W “5 o
carrying out @ poliey of intensified attacks upon the toilers. The
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the A.L

brings more.clearly into

existed

with the bourgeoisie in pre

P. has made any radical change of policy, but simply

the light of day something that has

over a long period—the Labor Party’s policy of unity

ference to a policy of clags strug

and unity in the ranks of the proletariat. The participation
t portfolios) in a bourgeois government against the

(withou

toilers is the logical outcom:

Thesge developments
ruptey of the Labor Pa
the organisation of united strug

e of this policy of the Labor Party.

reyeal very sharply the complete bank-
rty. The urgent need of the moment is
gle of the workers to secure an

improvement in their living conditions; to fight against war and
fascism, but the A.L.P. rejects such a policy

actively

As against the Communist policy

hinders any attempt to carry it out.

of struggle and

of organised class struggle,

the Labor Party insists upon its policy of collaboration and unity
with the bourgeoisie, and this policy has led the Lahor Party
position in which it acts as the appendage of one of the
openly capitalist parties; as a prop upon which the capitalist
government is able to maintain itgelf in office, This is the
to which the Labor Party in Vietoria has degenerated,
from the two alternatives—organised class struggle
the employers, or unity with the bourgeoisie—the Labor
Party has chosen the latter path.
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this formative period of Australian capitalism, when a large
proletariat was being created and all the requisites for rapid
capitalist development were present. It was inevitable that a
workers’ political party should also have its beginning then.

Contact with and influence of working-class and radical
thought and development in England and Europe had never been
lacking in Australia. The Chartists had influenced Australian
thought by means of immigrants, deportees and the printed
word. Irish revolutionary and anti-imperialist propaganda by
the same means fostered independence and love of liberty among
the workers of Australia. The programme of the Diggers’ Re-
form League on the Victorian coldfields in 1854 shows the
influence of the Chartists, as the subsequent rebellion, culminat-
ing in Eureka, showed the influence of the 1848 revolutionary
movements in Europe. The Diggers demanded manhood suffrage,
payment of members, abolition of property qualification for
members. These had been some of the demands of the Chartists
just a few short years before. In the ’sixties and ’seventies,
various bodies were organised with the object of gaining repre-
sentation in Parliament. For example, in 1859, the New South
Wales Diggers sent one 6f themselves to represent them in Par-
liament, and, in 1865, the Workers’ Industrial and Political
League was formed in Melbourne, with demands for secret ballot,
_payment of members, manhood suffrage. The payment of mem-
‘bers was becoming a burning question, and workers realised that
“their representation in Parliament was impossible as long as
‘members remained unpaid. There were quite a number of in-
stances of constituencies which paid salaries to their represen-
tatives.

Australian working-class organisations were in close touch
with the First International and, according to T. A, Coghlan
(“Labor and Industry in Australia,” p. 1834), “delegates from
Australia were present at the meeting of the British section of
the International in Nottingham in July, 1872." Coghlan says,
again, that “the close communication between the Int_ernatmna.l
and the Sydney Trade Unions, which existed lgefore this, may b.a
inferred from the fact that, when the latter wished to gtop immi-
gration in 1866, the letter on the subject was sent to Robert
Applegarth, a leading member, and at one time Secretary of the
International.” Australia, then, has been connected with all three
Internationals!
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After the faflure of the Maritime Strike (1890), Lane gave l%
hope of establishing Socialism in Australia, and (in 1892

some hundreds of his followers to establish & New Australia in b

Paraguay.

Another development that must be mentioned was the growth
of an Anarchist movement. There wWas an Anarchist Club in
in 1887, and another was functioning in Sydney in
the "nineties—eentring mainly around one man, 4. A. Andrews,
A small paper was published in 1892, called “Anarehy” In Mel-
bourne, J. W. Fleming was active ag an Anasrchist and was 8
well-known identity. For several years before the war there was
2 Communist-Anarchist movement in Sydney. Retween 1295 and
1905, the Anarchists attracted quite a deal of attention to them-
selves, but as a mass movement Anarchism never made any
headway in Australia.

To return to the ASL. In 1901, the new constitution wWas
published. In it the Object was laid down as this:

“The establishment of & Co-operative Commonwealth
founded on the collective ownership of the Land and Means

of Production, Distribution and Exchange.”
The methods to he followed 1o achieve these were to be:

“The industrial and political organisation of the workers
__mental and manual; distribution of Socialist literature,
lectures on Secialism, also social, political and industrial
guestions, and, to attain our object (a Co-operative Com-
monwealth), the election of Socialists to Parliament—
Federal and State—and Municipal Covneils.”

When contesting eleetions the League was to be known as the
Segcialist Labor Party. Conseguently the logical thing followed,
and the name was changed, in 1907, to the Socialist Labor Party.
The S.L.P. contested N.S.W. State elections vegularly before the
war aud the Senate elections, except those of 1914. In the 1937
Senate elections, the B.LF. (in N.SW.) gained 32,692 votes!
That was the high-water mark of its influence. The bane of the
®LP. has been its sectarignism and its aloofness from
every-day struggles of the workers. “Come unto me,” it said,

“‘and be converted unto Socialism.” When it had converted every-

body it would inaugurate Socialism. If you didi't come, you were
& bonehead. Every-day demands did not matter—in fact, atr
for them was dangerous—they were palliatives!
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eld back by dogmatism from adhering to the line and policy
e Communist _International_in gpite of the sectarianism
as rampant within the organisation and which did so much
, holding back unity for g0 long.

Vft, on the other hand, it was not merely sectarianism which
the S.L.P. and the A.8.P. Unity was impossible hecause
rigidity of outlook of the former, which accepted, with an
e d_etermination to refuse to listen to any contradiction,
chings of that American who, somehow, had gained a
eputation as a Socialist and a Marxist: Daniel De Leon.
rd “Socialist” has been used to cover a multitude of sins—
aners, so he might be called a Socialist, but Marxist he
s, For De Leon did not understand what the State is.
the future society was to be created by the workers
sed in their factories and their One Big Union—after the
Q_arty had abolished the governmental power of the
gie. There were two necessary arms of the revolu-
- movement ; the industrial arm (the political LW.W.,, later
‘the W.LIU.), which is to prepare itself to administer
ociety, by means of organising all workers in their
nd in one hig nation-wide union, whose executive,
epresentatives from all sections of industry, would
future administrative and governing body of the
‘and the political arm (the S.L.P.), which is neces-
cast off the skin of capitalist Government as a
bs skin. ‘“‘As the slough shed by the serpent that
eappears in its new skin,” said De Leon, “the
ill have been shed and society will simultaneously
new administrative garb.”

, it will be seen, an opposition between the capitalist
ch he called “political” and the workers’ State which
ely “administrative.”” The 8,L.P. was necessary to
es! Not the ownership of industry by the caplta}lsts
he fundamental fact, but political control by the capitalists!
hat it was necessary to do was that the S.L.P. should gain
jority in the parliament and then decree that the political
was abolished. Then the S.L.P, polities and parliaments
‘be no more, and the industrial arm would be free to bu

new social organism—society would have put on its new
“The goal of the political movement of labor is pure

tive,” said De Leon, “the razing to the ground of the
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‘reason for a )

‘destruction—J, N | h 5;5!1 received into th b ‘.' 3 i
e H_’a £h e embraces of the “Sydney Morning
moves into i In i “anti x
] In the meantime, the “anti-political” LW.W. had I
—for the pur) established in Australia. Its programme was practically }%fll:
same as that of the S.L.P. and W.LLU. with the political arm
ul transition left out. According to it, emancipation could be achieved on

the industrial field alone without any interference by a political
body. During the years 1911 to 1916, it grew, spreading to all
gome lawless o the States and exerting influence upon industrial organisation
of strength v everywhere. ‘But its sectarianism, its lack of political under-
Eitalist barh: standing and its failure, as a result, to build a mass basis made

provided, of . its destruction by the Government in 1916 easy.
e requisite q,uantii:‘ There have been other smaller bodies at various times, calling
d that in turn themselves Soc:allsj;, !Jl.lt about which we have no time to speak.
agitational worl There was the Socialist Party of Victoria, which for long tried
Y, except it plants itself to hold a centrist position and met the fate of all centrist organi-
; lised method of . sations. A Social-Democratic League was in existence during
R el and just after the war. It was one of the organisations which
met to set up the Communist Party. An Industrial Labor Party

also came into existence after the 1917 strike.

The Socialist Federation of Australasia (later the ABP.);
which was created by the Unity Conference of 1907, carried on
consistent and valuable propaganda for over twelve years. It
was affiliated to the Second International. On April 30, 1910, it
began publication of the “International Socialist,” just anticipat-
ing the setting up of the first Labor Government in N.8.W, and
the Commonwealth. And during those years it kept up a
consistent and valuable criticism of the Labor Party, exposing
its real character. In 1913, Lenin published in “Pravda,” just
after the Federal electiong of that year, a criticism of the A.L.P.,
j ~ which he characterised as a Liberal Labor Party and not a

[ that if Socialist Labor Party. The S.F.A. had branded the ALP. a8

d to atts “Liberal” long before. In 1910, the 8.F.A. sent its I:ep_ort to the

forming International Socialist Congress. In that report, this is what it
¢ had to say of the AL.P.: :

3 “The Labor Party does not clearly and unambiguously
nd in su avow Socialism, nor does it teach it; it is unlike any other
working-class creation in the world in that it builds no
Socialist movement, issues no Socialist books, debates ne
Socialist problems. It is not international; it is not anti-
militarist; it is not Marxian. In politics and practice it is
liberalism under a new name; in utterance and ideal it is

resistance by
_ority. In such :
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sider no collective settlement for Europe that
t Union.

ﬂecl.ayation of the anti-Soviet war aim is highly
British policy. It is true that the “Times”
the first day, when Hitler had made thege
nd the_ results highly “encouraging.” But this
sive line came as a shock to the majority of
m, which, after the pacific professions of the
nment, was not yet prepared for such an open
f anti-Soviet war aims.

2 maximum expansion programme of German im-
th military and territorial, was openly proclaimed.
to the “Daily Telegraph” report, the German official
ieluded (1) an army of 550,000, superior to France;
of 400,000 tons; (3) an air force equal to France and
4) absorption of the Polish corridor: (5) absorption
00,000 Germans in Czechoslovakia; (6) Anschluss of

(7) eventual expansion of the German frontier to the

restoration of German colonies.
programme is fully alarming to British imperialism.
no longer a question of merely using a subordinate
Germany as a subservient tool against the Soviet Uniom.
g is faced with the full demand of German imperialism for
Bdivision of the world. British diplomacy may well now be
at the consegquences of its own policy of rearming

V.
hie ouicome of Berlin has enormously strengthened the
tion elements in British policy, which see sharply the
er of giving free reign to German expansion, and are con-
s of the necessity in the interests of British jmperialism to
Mintain close relations with France and c:hetck the ani]aueuorf
erms: aguression by a collective guarantee sys em, eve
} CI‘.LT'J‘?;Ig 1581% the moment the Sq\'iel ‘Ur!icm. Thllb'. line ha;§ .bgen
represented by an important section of _(.ons‘ervatq e and. }"::Ji)t‘llg_’i'n
Office elements, voiced by Chamberlain, (:_hurchnil, t}}f.* ] auif.
Telegraph,” etc.,as against the l\_lacl)un_ald—blmon-ﬂﬁld‘“ ln.i’i’ﬁ? Od
P the National Goverment majority, voiced by lhe; T?meh,hab:
most brazenly proclaimed by the Rothermere thau»’l,mnt prebb,thy
the militarist gervice organs (e.g., the Aeroplar_le ) an‘d. sll_\_f. e
open fascists (Mosely’s Albert Hall speech calling for alliance
with Germany to war on the Soviet Union).
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HE INCREASED VOTE IN
HARTLEY

By R. CRAM

¥y vote in the industrial electorate of Hartley has
crease of more than 300 per cent. over the figures of

tate elections. In the midst of the Western coalfields,

e important railway centres of Lithgow and Wallera-
bracing the Commonwealth Small Arms Factory and

t. and cement industries, the vote is both important and

1s analyse the present figures and see why it has been

for the Party to make such rapid progress in the short

‘since the last Federal elections. Comrade Walsh in the

dtate elections polled a total of 275 votes. At that time

were 11,383 electors enrolled for Hartley. Walsh’s oppo-

were H. Knight (Lang Labor), 7080; Bracey (U.A.P.),

and Dooley (Independent Labor), 1585; making a total
11,380. (“Truth” figures, May 12, 1935.)

will be seen from the above figures that there were 2440 |
fionalist voters in the electorate in 1932. The other 8665 ‘
osition votes were made up of the supporters of the “left” and i

8 “right"” win f the A.L.P. It is important that Lithgow |
Soc i because the Labor |

id Section 2 comrades note these _ﬁgu_res, 5
artyv. in an effort to recover its waning influence with the Hart-
P o ' that the Communist vote

workers, is attempting to “prove” | )
.ed by the votes of a section of the class enemy and its

carried forwar, 1
Mg weapons iy,
esitate at (h, risk
Offensive in B .
Is. Importan
et:.tmg, continy
Is ‘th:? credit
xzsag:hgiblc.” a
4 _dlscouragi ng
of the Kaste

point of
itted th:

¢ still pressing th
dictions of 'ﬁtﬁ):

Tman alliance, and for th i
1 : e \
%&g all at the _Dresent er];eae@
tﬂ:ns for the immediate issue
laken by British imperialism

fpporters. . ;
' e election on May 11, 1935, the returning officer claims
hgtrrlt }lejrv were 11,340 electors enrolled for Hartley. This is a
aduction of 43 since 1932, and indicates, when we consider the
! ber of young people who were entitled to their first vote in
'“”"T’ Ject ion, that large numbers of workers have of recent years
s th['f []iqt‘rict. The explanation of this is to be found in the 8
ﬁf;(ﬁv.‘l; of the steel works to Port Kembla and the decline in the o
industry- ;
coal-m] . two candidates were in the field. Hamilton Knight (Lang
i lled 7918 and R. Cram (Communist), with 1169.

i + ‘ho po
P Labor), 1 -gmplete with the exception of a few odd postal and

Thiq vote 18 €
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arty only recorded 876 votes, whereas in the recent
th only 11,340 electors, 2376 of whom did not register
Party increased its vote over the Federal election
. Hartley is certainly the most industrialised section
! deral electorate, but even allowing for this fact, the
ns from the sectional polling booths within the confines of
for both Federal and State, reveal a big increase. To
example: the main booth count in Lithgow for the last
election revealed approximately 405 votes for the Party,
inst 700 in the recent State count. This increase is reflected
e other booths.
'0 what can be attributed this improvement? There can be
‘doubt that the economic crisis, combined with the treachery
the A.L.P., has played a big part in the radicalisation of the
rkers, but this cannot wholly explain the rapid increase in the
estige and the authority of the Party. We must look for other
ctors as well.
5 One of the chief reasons for the increased support can be
found in the improved mass work of the Party in Section 2. Over
W vot the last three months a real turn has been made to the question
g of trade union work, the factories and the mines. Particular
attention has been paid to the minor trade union officials, see-
tarianism has been avoided, and the case for the united front put
logically and simply, and in a manner that has won ready response
from the workers.

The result of this improved work was revealed in many ways
during the course of the election campaign. The Lithgow Valley
Miners’ Lodge struck a levy of 1/- for the Party campaign funds.
In the past such requests received very short shrift. Then again,
in the most powerful lodge in the West, the State Mine, we were

defeated for a levy of 1/- by only six votes! The Oakey Park
Lodge rejected our request for a donation by t-he‘small margin
factors, coupled with the wide permission

. of two votes. All these I i ]
oiven the Party by the unions and miners’ lodges to address their

pranch meetings, reveal the growing influence and support for

the Party amongst the lower trade union officials.
the question of address-

Why did we pay so much attention to the
ing the trade union branch meetings? Simply because at the
pranch meetings you meet the trade union activists, the men who

ve the decisive influence amongst the workers in ipdustry.
Although, in the main, the attendance.at the union meetings left
1ot to be desired, the politically and industrially active workers

here, and that’s the important thing.
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vemarks by joining the Party and others con-
to the election funds. And this cleansing, led by
and District Committee, is in no small measure re-
ur increased vote during the recent elections.

be taken in all Districts and Sections of the Party,
it is found that somewhat gimilar conditions exist, a
sing should be undertaken. But here we wish to
te of warning. Extreme care will be necessary before

is commenced. A complete analysis of the given
1l need to be undertaken. Broad contact with the

1l have to be established to gain a correct opinion of
ions of the workers to the behavior of this or that Party
Cleansing the Party in the sense that it was under-
n Section 2 does not mean a wholesale purge, an elimina-
‘good but backward Party members, those lacking under-
g of how to work, and incorrectly described by some of
ht”’ opportunists, squibs, and other such
No, it does not mean mass expulsions, nor does it mean
stting of a high standard of knowledge of Marxism-Leninism
must be reached before a worker can enter the Party. It
s that the Party must present itself to the masses minus
generate elements. It means that the members
be courageous and self-sacrificing, that they set
tandard of political and moral conduct which will gain the con-
Brice of their class, and enable them to mix freely as leaders
hd equals with the best sections of the workers. : :
If we can do this, without excesses of any kind, the progress
the Party will be more rapid and substantial than ever.

s oD0-——

HITLER'S WAR pOLICY & THE
SITUATION IN GERMANY

[REPRINT FROM “INPRECOR”]

with Sir John Simon, Hitler ag;gin_ gave
the demands of German Aimper:ahs}frnl.l
It is rumoured that he demanded a great standing army ully
!tli;dn:vith the most modern weapons, and air fleet equal In
/ ”‘.‘mth to the largest in Europe, and a navy equlal to qne-thlrd
‘:h,. British Navy and destined to attack the Soviet Union from

no othep

o

ot
Ly

But this is .

onversations

[n his €
rressive expression to
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ivd of the living conditions of the workers during the last
g, The deterioration is still progressing; even the
ves of retail trade returns show a falling off since the
n of 1934, thus indicating the growing poverty not only of
srkers who consume legg, but algo of the peasants and small
en who sell less. The decline is strongest in foodstuffs,
wing that the masses of the people are approaching nearer and
Barer to starvation, The discontent of the workers is universal
d on the increase, If extends to the workers who formerly
sported the Nazis, and narrows the mass basis of Fascism.

Opposition is strongest in the shops and Is manifested
voradically in acts of resistance. In the villages resistance to
Pand sabotage of Nazi decrees occur gporadically, as in the cage of
the Hessen fruitgrowers, In several meetings of small trades-
men, especially in industrial areas, there have been very stormy

sCenes.
The economic

difficulties and the discontent among the
masses lead to conflicts between the hourgeoigie and the Fascist
loaders. There is a conflict of interest between the industrial
<o increased food prices because they want
between the landlords who want to
. price of their produets.
ce, in the conflict between
Jture. Differences exist
iex and other groups as fo the
ey, There exist—coneealed for
.on the Beichswehr Generals
.nd the Nazi Party about the
achinery, Finally, there are
who do not want to lose t
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the bourgeoisie, and the Hitler
‘ting the interests of monopoly
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te them completely in
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pulation are now procec
M and with incregse
‘m{v@d numerous nev,
._Qlures on the '.,'mm.-..‘

ace at which aircrss
day and night. 2
a8 just been f(nmr--:
Blised a5 2 limitco

lectures and by a spale of antl Bolshevik book:
lies and the most infamous libels on the U551
st incitement and militarisation are I).f'hml,i;m.n.-j by
of tervorism. Fiete Schultze, an intrepid fighter
sm. and leader of the Red Front Fighters, has just
ced to death in Hamburg after a farcical trial, Raids
i are going on continually ; thus 400 workers were
B Woillions. -, Berested in Wuppertal and (wo of them foully murdered
B (liter bj: of Em‘st Thaelmann 15 to take place soon, and withoul
i i},g:,; ning. 'lh.]_sltq:;'y'r;l']:-.rrJ is meant to intimidate the working
Site skt J d the anll—fa.ﬁ-_']:i.-.. to such an 4‘.»:_10:1? that the war policy
B esied Vm‘«.'. : _may he t:an'lfid_un _WJM‘JTHH. a hiteh. In order Lo ¢ nable
Ben vh H}'_-.‘ luyel“s maore lva:;!.; to rob and ‘f)[JpJ{E.‘L.-,' the workers and
!iome BH.{( ko uﬁﬁ' of them foi .]“?,..,11_-1 war .‘j,u‘-,':-p,’.u;'e-.-', the a.-lr:plu_}‘(‘i:—_'
man Laho: ; jsation has been linked up with the German Labor Front,
B o T"f ! ing the latter in @ position of complete suhordination to
$he ;‘ &‘- hacht and monopoly "-‘JT'””‘
Hl:lr;;:l . What is the effect of all these measures of the warmonger
Mitler on the political situation at home?”
of course,
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Railway. It looked as if Japan intended to make the long

attack on the Soviet Union. The Third Reich alreardy

jaw its dreams being realised, and drew up the notorious merno-

ndom, which Hugenburg later submitted to the World

jomic Conference in London and which demanded the
e e _o{t‘heSovietUniOn-

Omne cannot help recalling these facts now, when, according 1.
whole of the world press, the diplomatic action of Mr. FEdlern
sl ¢ : ; :

encouraging the enemies of the Soviet Union, but, on the con
trary, honestly desired to es-operate in the system of securing
peace, which Soviet diplomaey is endeavoring to realise. Tri:
took place at the same time as the question of the (hinese
Eastern Railway was settled, and thereby the danger of wa-
threatening the Soviet Union in the Far East hias been conaico .
2bly reduced, at least for the time being.

What 2 change in the international situation in the space of
two years, and, before all, what 2 tremendous strengthening 7
the situation of the Soviet Union.

This strengthening of the situation of the Seviet Union is
further emphasised by the fact that she has becomte the leading
Power among these States which wish to : gtem for
securing peace, that she is marehing w&m&wmm
which wish te prevent a repetition of the Horrs

And this ie the most decisive factor 2t the
Judging the international situation of the S
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We see, therefore, what E€Normous consequences ihe
thening of the international situation of the Soviet Union,
the working people, provided, of course, that we on our part
our duty to the utmost and make full use of cver
opportunity in order to realise the united front againgt war ar
Fascism.

Is it worth while, in this situation, engaging in a controve;
with those Social-Democratic papers which wish to make usc o
the visit of Mr. Eden to Moscow as an occasion to demand the
liquidation of the Communist International, in order to cover up
their own treacherons policy, and to deride the Soviet Union for
observing international diplomatic usages ? Does it really require

velde, goes to the King of Belgium—the chijef representative of
the exploiting class— in order to take the oath that he will carry
out his orders, than when a Soviet diplomat, a5 representative of
2 workers and peasants’ Power, has an interview with a foreign
ruler in order to submit to him his credentials, Do not the social-

democrats realise that they only serve the Fascists and the war-
mongers with their sophistry ?

The international working clasg, including the social-demo-
eratic workers, fortunately view the successes of the Soviet Union
from quite another standpoint, They will take their place in the
ranks of those forces which are fighting against war and Fascigm.
fl'hey :wi!l help to prevent war, to overthrow Fascism, to abolish
Imperialism and capitalism, and get up a world Soviet Union

which will put ap end to oppression and exploitation of the
whole of humanity,




