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The Federal Elections and The

Future
(By R. DIXON)

The Federal elections have not revealed any marked swing
away from the U.A.P.-U.C.P. group. The U.A.P. has lost seats,
but only where they were won by a slender majority in 1931, seats
which formerly were always considered as safe for the Labor Party.
This means that the U.A.P. will no longer have an absolute majority
in the House and will have to depend on the support of the Country
Party to remain in office.

The Labor Party has improved its position, but it proved abso-
lutely incapable of arousing the movement and enthusiasm which
swept it into office in 1929 with the huge total of 47 members.

In New South Wales the Lang Party advanced, partly at the
expense of the U.A.P.-U.C.P., but mainly at the expense of Federal
‘Labor. Certainly, this sounds the death-knell of Federal Labor in
New South Wales, although it may still have a few kicks left.

[n Victoria, also, in the election of Blackburn and Drakeford
the Lang forces showed an advance which portends ill for Federal
Labor.

Lang's hand has been strengthened, and this, combined with
‘Garden's influence in the Trade Union movement, will, no doubt,
lead to further determined efforts on the part of the Langists to
gain complete control of the Australian Labor Party.

The A.C.T.U. Congress will likely be the scene of attempts to
‘bring about unity in the Labor Party in the interests of Lang.

It will be remembered that in 1921, when the Labor Party was
out of step with the masses and fast losing prestige the reformist
T.U. machine took a hand. Closer relations between the industrial
movement and the Labor Party were brought about on the basis of
the acceptance by the Labor Party of “socialisation of industry’” as
its objective.

What was accomplished then cannot be accomplished to-day.
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t Party is immeasurably
no longer solely dominate the

only gravely suspicious of the Labo:
st trade union officinls. It is only the
s o sce in the masses and enthuse them
of the wm‘ki_n"clln will be riveted, not on
formist it& ﬂ .T.U. Congress, but on the

e the bounds of possibility that the labor parties,
, will in the near future patch up and
but this will not arrest disintegration
nereasing tempo.
Eﬁ% lack of in:.‘el'e’lt in tl'llje election was com
 does not mean, however, the passivity it might
m is that the working class, that section
g elections exciting, are coming to realise the
sntarism, and the futility of depending on
a Mwm recognition that it is not the
g and the struggle, which can put a stop
: ve and advance the interests of the labor
e i Mﬁcﬂnﬁ that last May, on the eve of the elec-
'N.S.W. Trade Union Conference declared against arbitra-
¢ ‘unionism and mﬁl‘l‘ strike. During the election
’ the Lysaght workers downed tools, repudiating
w M‘l’ a rectification of their conditions by

Mmmbimd with the enthusiasm and support from
& e ‘everywhere, is significant in that it indicates the direc-

‘masses are turning as they lose confidence in par-

_ ne of the interest of the masses in parliamentarism is
evid of the decline of the Labor Party, which is nothing

r less than a parliamentary machine.
bﬁiy s0 in New South Wales where, under the
s dema the interest of the masses in parlia-

level than in any other part of Aus-

d decline of Lang's prestige commenced when he so
d out at invitation of Governor Game in May,
o this Lang never tired of talking fight. At the
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Adelaide Conference, in 1931, he thundered forth, "lf they force
me far enough | will go the whole hog."" No one could have heen
forced [:l:.ll‘l,her than was Lang, yet apparently that was not "far
enough.” Instead of going the “whole hog,” as he threatened, he
van squealing like a porker. The workers became extremely doubt-
ful of this “‘strong man,” whose legs served him in such good stead.

The events following the 1932 elections increased their doubt.
The Labor Party had no policy for the masses but the Langist creed
of retreat and capitulation. The masses, however, were not content
to sit idly by whilst their living standards were being destroyed.
The tendency was to struggle—to take up the offensive—and the
further they went in this direction the greater became the rift with
the LLabor Party.

It was in these conditions that the elections took place on Sep-
tember 15. The Labor Party had no working class policy. Its pro-
gramme of nationalisation of banking was obviously framed with a
view to strengthening capitalism. But the tendency in the working
class movement is to reject capitalism and turn towards socialism.
Socialism is no longer to be regarded as something for the future
generations to consider, but as something which the working class of
to-day will have the task of establishing. This fact is becoming
clearer to the working class, and as it does the policy of the Labor
Party is more and more revealed as a capitalist policy.

The Communist Party, alone, brought forward a true working
class policy, placing as its main slogan—""Soviet Power —the
struggle for socialism.

The advance in the communist vote is without doubt the most
outstanding achievement of the election, from the standpoint of the
working class. The figures show, with but one or two exceptions, an
average increase of over 120 per cent. In some of the main indus-
trial centres (Newcastle, Hunter, Werriwa, in N.S.W.) an increase of
approximately 300 per cent. In less than three years the number of
communist voters increased from a little more than 30,000 to ap- 4
proximately 70,000, a force which inevitably exercises considerable K
influence, since a vote for revolution, for the policy of struggle ad- '
vanced by the Communist Party, must relatively carry much greater
weight than a vote for the other parties, which demagogically pro-
pose to solve social problems by means other than struggle and

revolution.

An important feature is the disposition of the communist vote,
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In contrast to this the Communist Party increase came from

the Labor Party, at the expense of the most solid and hasic strata
of the Labor Party, [t is significant that that cadre of election
helpers which meant so much to the Labor Party in the past were
in these elections, to a great extent, mobilised behind the Com-
munist Party,
Despite the instability of the forces making up the Douglas
yote it must he recognised that great significance attaches to the
vote, It is indicative of the discontent with the present system
which has accumulated in the ranks of the petty bourgeoisie and
which Douglas social credit are diverting into harmless chanpels.

The seneral conclusion te he drawn from the eleciions ares

Firstly, that the forces of revolution have grown, consolidated and
become an important political force,
Secondly, that despite an increase in the Labor Party vote it is
aetually weaker than formerly and is disintegrating at a rapid pace.
Thirdly, that considerable discontent exists in the ranks of the
petty bourgeoisie which the Douglas organisation, using extreme
demagogy, has been able to capitalise to a considerable degree

The bourgeoisie greet the return of Lyons with great satisfac-
tion and presage a more triumphal progress to "prosperity.”

The whole tendency of economic development, however,
points in a different direction. Twenty-five per cent. of Australian
primary production goes for export, To-day the tendency towards
what is termed “economic nationalism’’ has become yery marked
throughout the capitalist world, and is rapidly diminishing the
markets, and possible markets, for the disposal of Australian pre-
duction. The perspectives of Australian capitalism become in-
ereasingly black.

Dealing with these tendencies of development the “Sydney
Morning Herald" leader of August 10) discusses two alternatives—
firstly, “to subordinate foreign trade advantages to Imperial inte-
rests. to sacrifice if need be profitable markets in foreign countries
in order to maintain a maximum trade between Britain and the
Dominions.”” This is the position adyanced by the Country Party.
The “Herald” writer characterises this proposition as being 0
(',omprehensively reactiopary that it would find little support in any
part of the Empire.” After this strong rebuff to the programme of
Dr. Page a second proposition is discussed, which is, no doubt, the
considered opinion of the “Sydney Morning Herald”' This pro-

ste the party is weaker than in New South
average vole was recorded. Similarly with
New South Wales the strongest parly vole was
Hunter, Newcastle and Werriwa, centres where the party

v than in Sydney.
an vote is connected with the fact that the Labor
is weaker, both politically and organisationally, -
outh Wales, it has not developed “Leftist’” demagogy
seale, and, finally, but most important, it does not
newspaper, The same applies, but to a lesser degree,

There the Labor Party has a daily newspaper.

New South Wales, concentrated in the Hunter, Newcastle
lerriwa electorates, are the main coal and metal indusiries of
In these centres the communists have led a number of

and in the Miners' Federation eaptured leading posi-
work of the communists, particularly in the Miners'
has led to a considerable strengthening of the forces of
ers, and this demonstration of the effectiveness of revolu
/ hn.lenhip accounts mainly for the significant advance made

!‘t vote for Douglas social credit also attains great import-

Some communists believe that the Douglas social credit pre-
ted us from attaining a much larger vote. This is fundamentally
Douglas credit in ed our vote, The Douglas can-
: dates advanced at the expense of the UAP. and Labor Party.
i r greatest support came from the traditionsl strongholds of the
P. (Kooyong, Warringah, Martin, North Sydney), whilst in
strong Labor centres they polled much smaller totals,
indicates that the Douglas candidates found sup-
middle classes and the more privilezed sec-

that a basic strata of the working class
the Labor Party, whilst another strata of
votes solidly for the UAPUCP. Be
a large vacillating mass of voters, mainly
privileged workers, who are unstable and
from the one party to the other in accordance with condi-

v
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) “Herald” realises full
afficiency is a step in the dark, which
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y means restriction of production, and this
mﬁ by the Lyons Government.
months will be of decisive importance  The
expires early in the new year, and British re
ris of primary pr ion will be strengthened. |In
the prices of wool are definitely declining and wheat
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- because of this that Lyons precipitated the
. Had it taken place in February or March,
s of L : po waould have been clear and
rould have hz elections with the millsione
around its neck. The policy of self-sufficiency slsu
of Australian capitalism, inasmuch as a laver
meet national commitments,” (”Syd-

a further and more intense
the working class and small far
struggle for markets and mest
this whole process is intimately con
to fascism and war,
situation is overshadowed by the frenzied
the capitalist world. Already in
has been on the verge of war on a
In Europe everything is in readiness to un
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e their very nature sre
&Ne the Philistines) is

1
i

it

 COMMUNIST REVIEW, S TR

‘lu Austialia the growth of lascism is no {sts narhad snd 0N
receive i further Impetus as a result of the elections, and particularly
in the next few months, when it can be confidently expested that
the economic position of Australian capitalisin will worsen.

Fascism means war, imperialist war, intervention in the Soviet
U"i"'.? civil war agalnst the masses,

his is the perspective for the future and which must dictate
the poliey the working elass movement must pursue,

The forces of reaction of war and lascism are growing 8t an
enormous rate and this demands the more rapid mobilisation of the
forees of the working class which, up to the present, are adyancing
extremely slowly

path to this moere rapid mobilisation and the weapon 18
obtain it, is the organising on |Lx widest possible scale the struggles
of the workers on the basis of the upited front from belaw

The ronks of the workers must be united and the dogan of
Unity must be the elarion which sounds ¢ fronn one end of the couniey
mocratic rights and e i 4

But unity is being organised only by the militants. The Labor
Party and reformists stand in the way ol unity

Seyenteen months ago the Communist Party propesed to the
1abor Party the establishment of a unity commitiee Lo organise
“joint united struggles of the workers against fasciem, war and the
capitalist offensive.” The Labor Party executive rejectad these
proposals.  To-day lavorable conditions exist Loy the welding ta:
wethey of the forces of the working class. The wige towa ds unity
in the workers ranks was never greater The growth of the Com-
munist Party and s viclories on & whole series ui‘ bionts makes it
& such grester force than seventeen monthe ago. To-day the wrgent
duty of every Communist, of every revolutionary w_m'kau. is Lo drive
forward more actively and unceasingly o establish the broadest
united front of the workers liom Lelow, winning the masses of the
workers for the struggle againsl fascism, wa and the capitalist of

&£, +
'f»?ﬁﬂl\‘(” decisive importance is the drive in the trade unions Lo :mlht
and strengthen them. To-day the ielormiste and the !-ﬂlfw_ | Wd"ﬂ.)‘
are pursuing the line of weskening the ade unions and sp a?l.mgl &
forces of the workers. Nothing c'.uyld more clearly royesl Il»- than
the attitude of Depford and the officials of the hunwuu‘ilww .Um-.m.
m}hu WELE p;zynwd to sacrifice the I{!uagi.t_ workers mi.,.-d:'. ﬁ
sadisly the demends of an Arbitration \_(.oun-l judge, whe threates

— q
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- These people dare 1o
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hamtlgsmated along

Wm have set them-
sios

- against fascism and war must receive a tremen-
in the campaign for the national congress against
opens in Melbourne on November 10, and
ember 4-11,

ess coi with the Melbourne Cen-
visit of the Duke of Gloucester, It

campaign of chauvinist incitement is at its

militarism are whipping up a war fever.

Centenary celebrations are essentially military
opposed to this must be mobilised a great anti-war

- cist movement.

. Thie demands that every avenue of publicity be explufifmd,

dio, press, demonstrations, meetings, etc.—that articular efforts

m‘ww‘ﬁin the gﬁaﬂb and women. 4

; party is faced with great and difficult tasks. lts responsi-
has increased to an enormous degree with the growing conlfi-
e of the workers in our ip. Nowmoreiﬂnevumuﬂ

: ‘aﬁﬂlabtsin ity on the great issues con-
: the w MM#I‘JW%M&!W‘AOWW&
dasity on the issues and give direction to the workers’
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AUE_ll’ﬁljhll Labor movement is slowly but surely taking this path to
sr_pcmlism. For decades the Labor Party reformist trade union offi-
cials have heen eminently successful in clouding and confusing the
jssues of socialism. But to-day the mists are lifting, not only he-
cause of the work of the Communist Party of Australia, but, ahove
a’]l, as a result of the outstanding achievements of socialist construc-
tion in the Soviet Upion. The reactionary influence of the Labor
Party and reformist officials must he destrayed, the workers' forces
united, and the trade union movement strengthened.

The path to socialism is the path of struggle which commences
with the defence of the daily needs of the workers and which must
be extended and developed into a nation-wide avalanche, which will
sweep aside and destroy the forces of fascism and war and establish

the proletarian dictatorship.

Lenin on the Coming World War

(By “MADYAR")

We are living in a pre-war period. The tempo of the transi-
tion to the new cycle of revolutions and wars is accelerating. His-
tory has not yet spoken its last word, and it is hard to predict whe-
ther in certain countries the revolution will not precede the im-
perialist war or intervention. As yet, history has not spoken its
last word and the question whether the war in the imperialist camp
will precede the intervention, or the intervention will precede the
imperialist war has not yet heen decided. It is obyious, however,
that this decision approaches nearer and nearer.

We are living in a pre-war period.

When perusing the works of Lenin, one sces that only Leninism
has foreseen and predicted the development of things, and that only
Leninism has given the world proletariat a correct orientation.

During the first imperialist world war, the mcia._l chauvinists
of the Second International and the petty-hourgeois pacifists prat




-e,”” about a “peace without annexa-
the world war Lenin already fore-

_ “Thus also the peace ending the war can only
o sﬁ?ﬁdﬂg of power effected in the course
resaw the effects of this imperialist robbery-
on of the working class:—
consequently, irrespective of the result of the war,
ion of peace can only determine a worsening of the
economic situation of the masses—since the capi-
remains.” (XIX, 65-66.)
cisely in view of this that Lenin placed the world
the world historic dilemma:—
Either one helps its ‘own’ national bourgeoisie to
countries, calling this support ‘defence of the
d,’ or ‘saving the home country,” or one helps to pre-
re for the socialist revolution of the proletariat.”
nin foresaw and predicted that the leading imperialist
not prepare for a democratic peace without annexations
tions, but for a new world war for resharing the world:—
“Two or three robbers (America, England, Japan) of
world power, and armed to the teeth, are sharing the ‘booty’
PR whole world with them in their war for the divi-
~ sion of their booty.” (XIX.)
- And Lenin has quite concretely predicted that the most bitter
gele ﬁeinpanli.tnbbuswouklﬂaxeupamundthe
) China and the countries of Central and South

g

the social-fascists-to-be, during the first
:::*ﬂfﬁ!ﬂt.wﬂlbﬁrdmnof"
working masses regarding the danger
Lenin Mﬁem#&mmt;h:f
follows:—
is the ideal of socialism. In the socialist
will be no wars, and consequently disarmament
i But he who expects the realisation of
e

¢
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bourgeois pacifists and the present social-fascists were chattering
about “the last war'' and “an organised peace,”” driving the masses
into the trenches with this promise, Lenin warned the world prole
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lucialinn) without a social revolution and dictatorship of the
proletariat is not a socialist.”  (X1X, 397.)

And even during the first world war, at a time when the petty-

tariat that the first world war was a preparation for a second world
butchery :—

“We will not ignore the tragic possibility that if the worst
comes to the worst, mankind will even outlive a second im-
perialist war, should the revolution in spite of the repeated out-
breaks of mass unrest and mass indignation, and in spite of our
efforts, not yet be born out of the war.,””  (XIX, 403.)

Moreover, Lenin has indicated quite specifically which ime
perialist antagonisms can and will lead to a new world disaster. /s
one of the decisive antagonisms in the camp of imperialism, Lenin
indicated the struggle between Japan and the United States:—

*“The second antagonism, which is the determining factor
for the international situation for Russia, is the rivalry between

Japan and America. The economic development of these

countries has, for several decades of years, accumulated a

tremendous mass of explosive matter which renders a desper-

ate struggle for the domination of the Pacific and its shores
unavoidable. The whole diplomatic and economic history of
the Far East leaves no room for doubt that on the basis of
capitalism the sharp conflict ripening between Japan and Ame
fica cannot be prevented.” (XX, page 3.)

As the second contradiction which can and will lead to a new
world butchery, Lenin indicated the antagonismn between England
and the United States:—

“England and France have won, but they are up 0 their
ears in debt to America, who, ignoring the victor pose of the
French and the English, is determined to skim the cream and to
collect the interest and compound interest for the support
granted during the war. To ensure this is the purpose of the
American fleet at present under construction, which exceeds
the English in size.” (XXIV, page 546.)

“There are deeper causes for this, which are umn_ﬂ,ltr.d
with the development of the interests of i',r-'.clmh_smwnhﬂ'n
which rules over an incredible number of colonies. In this

i1
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against the Soviet Unioni—

"The experience of world policy proves that an alliance
against Soviet Russia is inevitably doomed to failure hecause
it would be an imperialist alliance, an alliance of robbers whe
do not agree among each other, and who have no really lasting
interests uniting them,”  (XXV, page 519.)

And the task of the poliey of the Soviet Union Lenin considers
to be to strengihen the forces of the Boviet Upion and the world
revolution, and to take advantage of the antagonisms in the camp
of world imperialism.,

“ . . Hence our policy—to take adyvantage of the dis
cord ameng the imperialist Powers, to render more difficult
agreement between them, or if pesible o render such agree-
ment temporarily impossible.””  (XXVI, page 8.)

... We have deprived the Entente of the support of its
workers and the peasants, secondly, we have achieved the new
trality of those small peoples who are their slaves, and thirdly,
we have started to deprive the Entente in its own countries of
the support of the petty bourzeoisie and the intellectual middle
class whe were quite biased against us.”” (XXIV, page 399.)

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Communist
International, under the leadership of Comrade Stalin, have worked
untiringly for the reslisation of this bequest. To win over the
workers and pessants of the imperialist powers, Lo win the c.o_nﬁ.—
dence of the small oppressed countries and the op, ressed nations
and countries, to obtain the sympathy of the petfy-hourgeoisie and
the intellectusl middle class, to utilise the imperialist antagonisms i
the interest of socialist construction and the extension of peace, of
the breathing space—this has been, and still is, the meaning of the
policy of the Soviet Upion. Up to now, she has been able to carry
out this policy, because she was strong and poverful, hecause sacia-
list industrielisation and the socialist reorgamsalion of agriculture
have tremendously increased the power and force of the Soviet
Union, because the peace policy of the Soviet Union was linked up
with the realisation and carrying out of the First Five-Year Plan, and
the beginning of the realisation and carrying out of the Second Five-

Year .

e
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nbugin.  The Bousgeoiois (s well
t is in & position to determi :del_nM’mm that althoug! Bas new investme ;
hardly be ab ine beginning of devalu: vestments are not being made, and as the p
{ g le to control the end, and uation ver of the broad masses is n  #nd 55 the pis
devaluation into inflation , and that the developmeni 4 i I labo Ad Maeses 1§ oL INCICANNE despite the taking
e W ﬂfm 'ﬂd‘n“ mnﬂp‘t' l’wm WOljld no ’ORSQI dePend on itiona .dl”'.'. POwer In the factories, a considerable liislu(:
mﬂl_ : ohiot capitalist gYoUDS, msumption 1s I_'akmg place, and the disposal of the s '1.-('
%, even devaluation would not restore Ge 7 strial commodities, which are greater to-d } et
tions on SR btket Al that rmany s l_ost trade 8, is becoming increasingly ;jj;i |J.l-' ‘Il‘ ay than ey WElg 43
nping campaign by means of the blockm’f’::jiﬁi is an increased 1strial connnr)djties have lj(—ru 1,;-.:.;.“ ed l‘t tfr.m:‘: ;Ulmlmﬁ #‘
nsﬂppoxtgd by certain tax rev. registered marks, Belso the limits of the possible have noy IF J'I ”--'-N erm i g
Ppurposs; in the same way as is being done "fgde‘e” allotted ] these accumulated supplies of .,‘.:;..i‘( 'i]-li'(:" ‘iCd ; |
extent with the funds of the unemplo already to a cer- B T on the world market by means of ris) s SRR
social insurance scheme. However Ymri:uptllalzrt scheme and eatastrophic drop in | r- : J}J\me 8 ‘IHHMWH o7 thay S I
- X ey s oy cat ) JNICES. As a result of the shortag §
: mor.::gtl‘\::l:ady defined and narrow that theyl :o“tflsdn;ffo d s ale further production is also meeting with b';*ﬂi'l'jfﬂ;- !
temporary manoeuvre, ¥ , stics of the fascist authorities declare that raw materials
fes for three or four months are still available, but the fascist

he foreign trade situation, and thus the currency situati e
y situation at plans have nothing in common with planned economy,
st mode of production

is thus pretty hopeleu o

! e , and no matter wi i

m ; : tter s hﬂt IMEAsSuUres t}w ’ g - ?stlble 01]1): On the basis of a so« 1ali
) d“’ must lead to an exaqerbﬂxmn_ & | bution. Altimu;h they are distributed under State contrel

situation at ho : '

4 g me. In addition : 1

e sl with a new eco : i’evets.gﬂ‘e'j‘t?m market = ! mlms of raw materials aye privale property. The result

%__ all by the artificial ‘ H_l’es Whiech G lssbfﬁ"ﬂ’se is hat some of the big undertakings have sufficient supplies of raw
measu e been taken s to last them for a very long time, whilst, on the other

government to bring about economic recovery. :
d, many undertakings have not enough to last more than a week

This lack of proportion In the distribution of raw materials
pr.oduce new hostility between the varous capitalist under-
. Already some undertakings, not only 1n the textile in-
have reached the end of their tether with regard to zaw
ls, and they are being compelled to refuse orders for this

Certain groups of finance capitalists still hope that they will be
e to find a way out of Germany's desperate situation by means
a foreign loan. The fiasco suffered by the inland loan floated at

e i f June is already well known. The fascist State was
ed to pay out more cash than it obtained as a result of
The prospects of obtaining foreign loans for Germany

ing if not hopeless Although the fascist government was
celled to retreat after it had proclaimed its moratorium  and
e concessions Lo ite foreign creditors, neither the United States
or Great Britain dreams of advancing the Cerman imperialist

bankrupts even one brass farthing. ['rue, these countries
ly, attempt to rescue

do what they have done hefore, name ‘ _
t in the preuent situation

old loans by advancing new ones, bu :
th uld be so obviously throwing good money after bad that i
o anything of the sort. Loans

wao!
'le unlikely that they will d
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of this nature are theref
c&_mditions. In such ci
dictatorship would ha
reaching that they wo
political, foreign trad
long time.

ore 1

rcum(;?:::wall)‘le only un_der the most onerou:

g kcs the concessions which: the fascist

i ake would be so severe and so far
represent the abandonment of all for

in i ve
2, and armament mdependence for a ry
¥

elor

Further, an
- r . y such concessio
sible internal political difficalties and wncld ers, 1o S Catest pos
- r cal difficulties and would zreatl b
orces which threaten the fascist dict T e e e
explains Schacht's public dec]aratior:ctam}?hlp g e
not ‘considering taking up such loans O[-Ei e
B il oot e oans. owever, the hard-pressed
st 1 any port in a storm, and the u
vessel of German imperialism is bei oo
i o m is being buffeted by great waves from
B dg.‘ Its beams are groaning and cracking within its hulk
e according to the official fascist statistics unemployment is or;
- :Fi;:rease. d'rhe wave of ‘E_and ‘helpers” who are abandonin
the vi ;%es and returning to their old homes in the towns is increasg
ing anf ecoming more a_nd more dangerous. In addition, the pro-
# ;}_ social dlﬁerer!tlatl'on in the villages is intensifying rapidly
e Ilsco:;tent and dissatisfaction of the poor and middle peaaant.;
:"la: alrea hy %'reat enough owing to the intense economic difficulties
ncml-' the rougl?t has intensified it greatly. Demagogic phrase;
?l'e 133 onger"sufﬁcmn_t to pacify them. In this situation the urbar;
and-helpers” work like revolutionary yeast amongst the peasantry

5 The working masses in the towns are threatened by a new rise
of prices. Not a week passes but that the price of some article of
daily necessity rises. One day it is meat and the next da 'tc"
vegetables, and this goes on week after week. In additioi lt}:s
employers are urging the government on to agree to new a!I-r;)un;
wage-cuts, wh'llat in the coming weeks there will be a new wave of
'dmnma]'.a whxc::} v;-llllhreaﬂt in a furt]l:)er intensification of the mass
impoverishment of the erman Wor ing class, particularly in view
of the tr:;n:dom cuts which have been made in the unemployment

; However, this new wave of misery will sw i
.. eep over a workin
tinnwbueqarﬂandwlmae conscimuneuhavcbmnemmdomlg
~ awakened :ydlln.smm!ng work of the Communist Party and by
_#M& fruitful work for the establishment of unity of action
: ng by mznl_demnuam:. communist, and Catholic workers
e oppressive policy of fascism. Even large sections of the
middle classes are already convinced that things cannot go on
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ve ‘been going. When the moment of great social con-
arises these masses will no longer be actively opposed to
e class, but will rather sympathise with it and support it.
8 not mean that they will go over on their own initiative
slutionary fighting front of the proletariat, but that in its
gele against fascism the proletariat itself will create the
conditions for winning over these rasses as allies in a

ting front of the German people

3 the foreign political field the events of July 25 and the sub-
days in Austria demonstrate clearly that Hitler and the
adventurists behind him are thoroughly prepated to plunge
stld into a new slaughter. There is no doubt that had Hitler's
Austria been successful it would have been followed up a
ke later by a similar coup in the Saar. Everything was pre-
[ for this coup, but as the “Popolo d'ltalia” of July 27 pointed
S that would have meant war. That is the state to which the
onal socialists have brought Germany.

In view of the violent antagonisms in its own camp, and in
of the catastrophic economic situation and the approach of

oales, the German imperialist bourgeoisie is NG

great class struc 7
ber capable of agreeing on a permanent and settled foreign

ol . At home its only solution is to intensify the fascist terror.
The policy of adventarism must therefore inevitably come more
d more to the fore. This adventurist policy has been underlined
the German bourgeoisie in that it has now placed Hitler at the
head of the German Reich. On July 25 it was Austria that was
chosen for the scene of an adventurous drive to provide German
* fascism with a foreign political breathing space even at_the risk_ of
Earopean war. To-morrow it may be the Saar, the Danish frontier,
or the Polish corridor.
The danger which threatens the German working class and the
workers of the world from German fascism 1s tremendous. Tl:.e
appointment of Hitler as “Reich’'s Leader” makes this danger still
more obvious to the broad masses. The German wc_arkmg class
thoroughly anderstands the insolent and provocative ath‘étlxde oi_ the
Gerrnan bourgeoisie, which is capable of nothing but intensified
terror at home and foreign political adventures abroad. The Ger-
man working class will not be deceived by the latest manoeuvre of
the German bourgeoisie, the “People’'s Referendum, Wbl(‘.h will be
eonducted under terror and intimidation in order to pr.ovxde Hitler's

! coup detat with a legal cloak. The German working class, the

i d Cathelic workers, will give their

ol demnoeratic, communist an
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w joint resist
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re & Dwi.te al - n t!\e
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ian revolution must 2 great mass of negative wﬂ::dﬂ to
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lead the work in relation to not more than three medium-sized
ries. The comrade appointed to lead the work would have
~ the same responsibilities to the party committee as the comrade
‘mentioned earlier in relation to the concentration group, only in
g case meetings of the three comrades under his leadership would
lg_f mw& more infrequent than those of the group and then would
3 be called for the purpose of exchanging experiences in the
al contact work.
Space will not permit of further detail in relation to the orga-
onal forms for concentration work, as we wish to give a few
illustrations of just how to set about the task of gaining

HOW TO MAKE CONTACT
- The Agit-Prop. report to the 1931 District 1 Plenum
led the following: “We have been concentrating on
d's Hosiery Mills for two years, issuing an "‘M.M." bulletin
or less regularly during that period and_conducting on an
ze three factory-gate meetings a week, and we have not
a contact yet!”
The above statement seems incredible, but when you study the
atte y there is no room for mystery in connection with it.
Let us take the question of the "M.M. Bulletin.” The issuing
_af !meh a bulletin by a.few party members outside the factory was
 in itself extreme sectarianism when no M.M. existed. The matter
Mhmed Ibe_ paper could not be other than abstract, as it had
‘no connection with the daily life of the workers in the factory. The
2 its were mostly long articles on war, fascism and criticisms of
l.nbmparl'yihad'lymitten,inﬂmmain.andsectaﬁaninﬂle
treme Cﬂtpl.ed with these factors was the poor technical make-
!,lf the bulletin. It will be seen that such a publication would
‘T appeal to a mass of b?ckward workers if it was published for
: years. 'l'!n-_m of thing must be strictly avoided in all our
hnmwwk If a bulletin is to be issued it should be
a b!llhtu:\.a?dcvmthmitmtcontainmatuialabontlﬁe
ine to which it is being issued, despite our lack of contact in
. A perusal of an inquiry at the union office.
. probably furnish a considerable amount of material for
will deny that factory-gate meetings are very important, even if
~d l:lynl_ly-nn]lmnfworkm At the same time, as a
of making personal contact with possible recruits they are
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o‘n]y almost useless but extremely dangerous
ider the worker's point of view. :
1 ns his family's bread and butter. Naturally, he does not want
ose it. We tell him the party will protect him, then we atternpt
approach him or expect him to approach us in front of the boss
his pimps. Such a situation is impossible. Therefore, we must
i d the mistakes made in the past in connection with approaching
orkers at factory-gate meetings. There is no mystery in the run-
of factory-gate meetings for two years and getting no contacts:
workers just did not wish to commit industrial suicide.

First we must
He has his job to consider,

Experience has furnished us with many lessons and we
"should use them to the fullest advantage. To take a couple of ex-
L amples: A great bulk of the workers that work in a given factory
" generally live in close proximity to their work, i.e., in the immediate
" neighborhood. Taking this as our point of departure we should
procure a copy of the electoral roll covering the area or peruse one
at the local post office. If the factory is a rubber factory we should
& Jook down the lists in the roll for all rubber workers, if it is an iron
works, ironworkers, and so on. True, some of the workers may
work in rubber factories, etc., in other areas, but this does not
matter, because if they are recruited they can quite easily be passed
on to another party committee governing the area in which they
work. This interchange of names is very important.

Having procured a list of names from the roll the comrade
selected to do the concentration work should then proceed tb.uqund
the various workers regarding their political and other opinions.
This can be done best on Sunday mornings, when the majority will
be found at home. The medium of approach can be the “Red
Leader,” “W.W.,” anti-war magazines, efc. Then, if the comrade
doine the canvassing knows how to talk and interest a worker
will in all probability get him to buy a paper of will hear his views
regarding the militant press and so on. You should on no account
give the impression that you are concentrating on him in ?aﬂmuht.
If the housewife and children are about :ﬂm you ?_nr:gm'fzsz:oeﬂm!:

er, a cheery good morning, make appropriate 1€ .
:;::king ‘:ze-childrm getl':. In other words, be real and hwnd;:‘
Remember, a good first impression counts for a great deal, and ¢
in the majority of cases the wife influences the husband.
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made a few contacts by this method it will be necessay
visit them every week to deliver their paper. Don't
te in asking them to join as you might, by premature
_excellent recruit and drive him away from the party
time. Use your judgment, and when you think the time
pproack him to join the M.M. or the party, whichever he
ar b'bif Be W.;m OVO"I!(! mniﬂrﬁ. and neve;
rour temper if a worker awkward questions. you cannot
r them tell him you don’t know, but will find out and let him
‘next week.
As you bring him nearer the revolutionary movement, it js s
d practice to lend him elementary literature to read withour
' mmuwm this is done will have to be ope fur
mm‘-ahmﬁﬁqﬂduu in given fac
is through the trade union branch or centre to which they

]y
.

Mmawmhﬁegivuw;n, or i
these factors, sympathisers should be approached and ssked
ﬂﬁt&_‘e_mmllﬁemudddrmof workers
: that we are interested in. If we succeed in this the

methods of approach as outlined zbove will he found

'Mh-l—‘dambﬁmmdwawm good means
contact with factory workers. Most of us have played
o1t o at-u:_ﬁp:_-radbu.mwekwwmﬁbiww
ends wh do. It is quite easy to find out who is playing in
”-uhaﬁy.-hudlqwmkmdﬁmand 80 on
contact can be made with the workers in different indus

to find out where uukmhhﬁduytm?wwd’;amﬂiv
: on to the party commitiee.
 The sbove remarks briefly touch the guestion of concentration
 fvoms its practical aspect and if followed b
N Y . correctly will he found te
(Next month: “How to Form the Factory Unit, and How It
Operates™ )

and any means achieve
which, as we have seen, was mounting
strike was also a part of a rationalising process
meg up which, however, also had its politis ol aspes
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The 1917 Strike=—Some Lessons
For T
(By “NUGAFONOS" )

( Continued from last jssue )
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these men were allotted each to a gang and became pace-
; for the rest. The work that the gang did under these condi-
an hour became a standard which all had to attain. The
, first applied to the shovelling of coal, was then adapted to
ther forms of work. Such was the system of speed-up that
and the Commissioners were intent upon introducing into the
y workshops.

The devastating nature of the system may be gauged by the
se in the number of accidents. During the first six months of
(that is, before the introduction of the system) the percentage
the staff injured at Randwick workshops was 2.28. In the six
ths following the introduction of the Card System, the percent-
: rose to over 4! When a witness said to Judge Curlewis: “There
e work done, and the accidents may not be greater in propor-
* even the judge was impelled to remark: “That is what might
and what the men object to. You are doing more work at the
nse of the men’s safety!”

Nor was this all. After the defeat of the men the injured were
d less generously. Out of the 53 injured in the first two
s of 1917, 13 received full pay while away from work. Out
the 87 injured in the first two months of 1918, only 10 received
pay! The effect of the defeat of the men and the human cost
f the introduction of the card system, which has been universally
pted since, were measured in the suffering as the result of more
ent accidents and in the premature aging of men forced to
up with a quickened pace.

When the men had been defeated the Government took ad-
ge of the broken ranks to make the men suffer for daring to
the Government. One of the terms of the capitulation had
that employment was to be offered “without vindictive-
.”" There was to be no victimisation. But there was widespread
misation, and victimisation was admittedly the policy of the
vernment. At the Recruiting Conference called by the Gover-
al in April, 1918, Senator Gardiner (Labor) brought up
£ ) estion of victimisation which, he said, was retarding recruiting.
~ He referred to numerous cases of victimisation and gave one as an
illustration. The case was that of a man who had been a leading
porter at Orange. He was dismissed with the rest of the strikers in
1917. He was then re-employed, but after a few months was vic-
timised—he was dismissed upon instructions from headquarters in a
memo which said that “he should not have been given employ-

—_——
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" ment.”" Another case was that of the secretary of the Locomotive
Drivers' Union. He had a large family and his father had been
killed in France. Because of his position as secretary he was not
taken back at the end of the strike. An interesting commentary
B upon both the mind of a “Labor’ leader and the vindictiveness and
callousness of Holman is furnished by the interchange between Gar-
diner and Holman. ;

“GARDINER: I think that when men who had no black marks
against them while in the employ of the State, but who, because of
want of judgment went out—

“HOLMAN: Want of judgment?

“GARDINER: My friends opposite have described their action
as a blunder.

“HOLMAN: A blunder on the part of the leaders.
“GARDINER: And the wives and children of these men are

suffering because of what you say was a blunder. | quite under-
stand the Government's position, but | am certain that harmony will
not be secured while victimisation of this kind obtains.

“"HOLMAN: You might as well say that we shall not get har-
mony until we release all the burglars and criminals from our gaols.
Men who strike against the State are, surely, not in the same position
as those who strike against capitalist employers?

“GARDINER: | am glad | mentioned this matter. We want
to know whether victimisation is to be a fixed policy of the Govern-
" ment. . .. He had no right, of course, to strike against the State!

“HOLMAN: He knew what the position would be when he

went out.
"GARDINER: Of course, he did.
“HOLMAN: Then what is he screaming about?”

Another case of victimisation was that of a returned soldier,
who had lost an eye at the front. He was not on strike because he
was in attendance at the hospital at the time, but he was victimised
because he had “made no endeavor to demonstrate that he did net
leave his job on strike”! In Parliament, Mr. Dooley (October 73,
1917) gave another example. This man was a returned soldier and
had a good discharge—having returned wounded. His father had
been a soldier in the British Army for 47 years, and his brother was
then fighting at the Front. He had been employed in the parcels
office for two years. On September 20 he was dismissed without
any reason being given. He then sought employment with a private

b4
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although his qualifications were satisfactory he was not
His name was on a black list!
it was thus that the process went on: weeding out of mili.
active strikers —then men too old for the pace set, men
mwmgmool&-and,ﬁnally.mymg
in the trenches. The defeat of the men in the strike
isation, misery, poverty in its train. The Govern-

Hable boursssis conditions of life. That is what Imwm ‘
. vanced countiies vosscasing a labor anisbeciaey,” whis
s the basis of the weuld-be parties ol the Second Iniernationsl,
whe #16, i fact, the werst enermies of o 1alistn, tiniders i i, bowe
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spread, but it persists only because of a ystematic deception on
the part of bourgeois science and statistics. T hey hush up by every
means any mention of the deep chasm which divides the rural classes
we have indicated, from the exploiters, the landowners and capi-
talists on the one hand, from the landed peacants on the other. It
holds further because of the incapacity and the failure of the
“heroes”’ affiliated to the yellow Second International and the “labor
aristocracy,”’ demoralised by imperialistic privileges, to do genuine
propaganda work among the poor in the country. All the attention
of the opportunist: was given and is being given now to the ar-
rangements of theoretical and practical agreements with the bour-
geoisie, including the landed and the middle peasantry (see para-
graph ccnrerning these classes) and not to the revo|u(ionary ovVer-
throw of the bourgeois government and the bourgeois class by the
proletariat. In the third place, this view persists because of the force
of inveterate prejudice possessing clready a great stability (and con-
nected with all bourgeois-democratic and parliamentary prejudices),
the incapacity to grasp a simple truth fully proved by the Marxian
theory and confirmed by the practice of the proletarian revolution in
Russia. This truch consists in the fact that the peasant population of
the three classes we have mentioned above, being extremely op-
pressed, scattered, and doomed to live in half-civilised conditions in
all countries, even in the most advanced, is economically, socially,
and mm'a“y interested in the victory (_a'F %()Cid]i&ln; but that it will fin-
ally support the revolutionary proletariat only after the proletariat
has taken the political power, after it has done away with the owners
of the large estates and the capitalists, after the oppressed masses
are able to see in practice that they have an organised [eader and
helper sufficiently powerful and firm to support and to guide, to

show the right way.

The "middle peasantry,” in the economic ssnse, consists gf
small landowners who possess, according to the right of ownership
or rent, portions of land, which, although small, nevertheless may:
(1) usually yield under capitalist rule not only scanty provision for
the needs of the farming and for the family, but also the possi
bility of accumulating a certain surplus, which, at least in the best
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years, could be transformed into capital; and (2) necessitate the
employment of (for instance, in a family of two or three members)
wage labor. As a concrete example of the middle peasantry in an

advanced capitalist country, we may take the situation in Germany, -

where, according to the registration of 1917, there was a group
tilling farms from five to ten acres, and in these farms the number of
hired agricultural laborers made up about a third of the whole
number of farms in this group. In France, the country of a greater
development of special cultures, for instance, the vineyards, requir-
ing special treatment and care, the correspondirg group employs
wage labor probably in a somewhat larger proportion.

The revolutionary proletariat probabiy cannot make it its aim.
at least for the nearest future and for the beginning of the period of
the proletarian dictatorship, to win this class over to its side. The
proletariat will have to content itself with neutralising this class, i.e..
with making it take a neutral position in the struggle beiween the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie. The vacillation of this class is
unavoidable, and in the beginning of the new epoch its predominat-
ing tendency in the advanced capitalist countries will be in favor of
‘the bourgeoisie, for the ideas and sentiments of private property are
_characteristic of the possessors. The viciorious proletariat will im-
mediately improve the lot of this class by abolishing the system of
rent and mortgage, by the introduction of machinery and electrical
appliances into agriculture. The proletarian state power cannot at
once abolish private property in most of the capitalist countries, but
must do away with all duties and levies imposed upon this class of
people by the landlords; it will also secure the small and middle pea-
“santry the ownership of their land holdings and erlarge them, put-
ting the peasants in possession of the land they used to rent (aboli-
tion of rents).

The combination of such measures with a relentless strucgle
against the bourgeoisie, guarantees the full success of the neutralisa-
ion policy. The transition to collective agriculture must be man-
d with much circumspection and step by step, and the prole-
tarian state power must proceed by the force of example without
any violence toward the middle peasantry.

(To be continued. )
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