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Wage Labor and
Capital.

What are Wages and How Tiey
are Determined.

By KARL MARH.

I¥ we were to ask the laborers,
“How much wagesdo youget?”
one -would reply, “1 get a
couple of shillings a day from
my employer ;" another, “I get
half-a-crown,” and so on.  Ac-
cording to the different trades
to which they belong they
would name cifferent sums of
money which they receive
f om their particular employ-
ers, either for working for a
certain length of time, or for
performing a certain piece of
work ; for example, either for
weaving an ell of cloth, or for
setting up a certain amount
of type. But in spite of this
difference in their statements
there is one point in which
‘they would all agree; their
wagew are the amount of
money which their employer
pays them, either for working
a certain length of time or for
a certain amwount of work
dome.,

~ Thus their employer buys
their work for money. For
money they s¥LL their work
to him. With the same sum
for which the employer has
bought their work, as for
jnstance, with a couple of
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the wages he has paid. Tt
may be that in comparison
with the weaver’s wages he
made a great barrain by its
sale. But all this has nothing
whatever to do with the
weaver. The employer pur-
chases the weaver’s labot with

a part of his available property

of his capital—in exactly
the same way as he has with
another ‘part‘of his property
bought the raw material—the

thread—and the instrument
of labor—the loom. As soon
ds he has ‘made these pur-
chases—and he reckons

among them the - purchase of
the labor 'mecessary to the
-production of the cloth—he
proteeds to produce it by means
of the raw material and the
in truments which belong to
hini. Among these last is, of
course, reckoned our worthy
weaver, who has as little share
in tHe product; or in the price
of the product as the loom it-
self.

(To be continued.)
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What “Revolution]
Means.

Revorvitoy simply means
that the evolution of society
has reached the point where a
complete tr ansformation, both
external and internal, has be-
com: immediately inevitable.
No man and no body of men
can make such a revolution
before the time is ripe for it;
though, as men hecome con-
scious instead of unconscious
agents in the development of
the society in which they live
and of which they from a part
they may themselves help to
bring about this revolution.
A suceessful revolution, whe-
ther effected in one way or
the other, merely gives legal
expression and sanction to the
new forms which, for the most
par:unobs:rvedordisregarded,
have developed in the womb
of the old society. Force may
be used at the end of the
period as during the incuba-
tive and full growth: It is

_ trae, as Marx said, that force

is the mid-wife of progress
delivering the old society
pregnant with the new ; but

_ on the other hand, force is also

.the abortionist of reaction, do-
ing its utmost to strangle the

new society in the womb of

ﬁ.le ol'd. Force itself, on either
!de,‘ls merely a detail in that
inevitable growth which none
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doubtedly inspired (it might have
been written in the ‘Miner" office).
Anyhow, the suggestion has been
acted upon, and ;rom the “Rlame”
we learn that Hawking has been
dismissed frow his employnient av
" the mine, his piace being fitled by
- another man. \
Capitalizgm has its own methods
of dealing with those who threaten
its robber interests,” and-—becanse
of the educational work done dur-
ing the lock-ont, and becauge of the
splendid suceess of the first Confer-
ence, the Socialist forees are wore
* feared and more hated than ever.
 The bitter and dishoyest attacks
_made in certain papers against the
G.F.A, and its representatives are
‘made in the interests of Capitalism
from wh'ch source they no doubt
eceive their substantial inspira-

tion. ‘

Quch attacks, however, serve to
‘eniphagise the strength of our posi-
tion. i

~ But, in the country centres and
 the smaller inland cities, it is eusy
gtrike at the livelihood of the
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_The ,\;ustri:m Christian So-
cials, with the help of the
other reactionaries, have been
able to secure the presidency
t_)f the Chamber for their nom-
inee. The Socialist candidate
Pernerstorfer, received lﬂl,
votes. 'The reactionaries have
also obtained the two vice-
presidencies, the Social-Demo-
erats and the Ruthenes loudly
protesting against the election
of Dr. Starzynski, against
whom four petitions are pend-
ing for electoral malpractices,

The Scottish Miners' Fede-

ration, with 80,000 members,
are demanding a further in-
crease of wages to the extent
of sixpence a day.
Ox Monday last, the death oeceurred
of Ivor Gronberg (53), a member
of the Sydney Coal Lumpers'Union.
A native of Germany, he was edu-
cated for the Lutheran Ministry,
but for congcientious reasons aban-
doned the church, and adopt d a
gea-faring life. Coming to Austra-
lia, he settled in Sydney, and re-
sorted to coal lumping to earn a
living. On Tuesday, the funeral
was attended by many members of
the Coal Lumpers’ Union. Four
members of the Union were pall-
hearers. At the grave-side the
hurial service of the Lutheran
Church was read by Rev. Mr.
Sshenck, and a short address was
delivered by President Macey, of
the S.C.L. Union. The chief
mourners were the Macindoe
family, with whom the deceased
had resided for many years.

————E
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A1 last week's meeting of
Sydney Labor Council a com-
munication from R. Solly
{(Vie,), showed that the Tobac-
co Trust had married men
working for 22s 6d, 258, and
276 6d per week. By means
of organisation this had been
raised considerably, but the
unorganised female workers
had been reducel by one-
fourth. So the unorganised
worker sweats for the gain of
the organised ! Illustrates ad-
mirably the futility of sec-
tional organisation,
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that i1 France the projiottion
of the comimuinal lands allotted
to the lord varied according to
the nature of the vights of the
inhabitants, 1t athotnted to
two thirds whett the peasatits’
Fights of commion extetided to
the demestie forests, and to
third only when the rights
were coftfined to the comimiinal
forest. With the inerease of
the possessions of the batons
atid the motiks, there followed
a lack of serfs to etiltivate
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_'2 The Intermnational

THE STIMULUS OF THE REVO-
LUTIONARY IDEA.

By H. J. HAWKINS,

THE moral effect, the elevat-
ing influence upon the whole
life, of the revolutionary idea
—adding resolution and firm-
ness of purpose and dignity
of character, is seldom under-
stood. That is why so many
who merely “ kick against the
pricks,” jibbing at conditions
which they personally feel
oppressive, but lacking any
deep and philosophical com-
prehension of the root causes
of social evil, are mis-called re-
volutionists,

Many alsc who merely ex-
ploit the political potentialities
of Labor are falsely accredited
because of the lack of mnsight
which fails to take into ac-
count the ethical effect of re-
volutionary thought.

The drunkard, the wife-
bzater, the sexwal maniag, the
habitnal liar, thief, or cheat
in private life, the . opportun-
ist who obscures principles in
order to catch votes in public
affairs, these are mot Social-
ists, for such conduct is gen-
erally reprobated, and its in-
dulgence by the professed sup-
porters of any cause damages
that canse and hinders s
progress, whilst the gennine
revolutionist subordinates
everything else to the su-
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VICTORIA'S JOURNAL OF THE
TOMB.

T ' Labor Call” is Victonin's
official labor paper,  Its conception
of politice and cconomics is the
Capitalistic conception.; ity ethios
are the ethics of Capitalism § its
capacity to gpeak the truth congern-
ing Socialism iy the eapucity of an
ordinary Capitalist paper,  Thoese
disabilities cling about its person
like the cerements of the tomb.
» L * L

A resurrected tombstone, with
the epitaph still displayed, could
not  make for Y Labor” o more
ominous milestone on the roadway
of working-class journalism,  That
the * Labor Call ™ ghould ocension-
ally feel annoyed with the ¢ Re-

view ” is something to be antici-
pated.  Likewise it is something to

the eredit of the “ Review,”  In ity
lngt iwsue, the *“ Call” arises in
wrath 1o defend ** Labor Senator
Guthrie” from a “jibe” in a re-
cent * Review.” Quite appropri-
ately, onr graveyaud friend is only
wrathful  because  we  attacked
Guthrie for having taken part in an
organised “smoodge to Governor
General  Northeote—puid  figure-
head of Australinn Capitalisn,”
L » Ll L]

Our reference to Guthrie's ho-

* trayal of the Sonoma men; and his

failure “to find time to help in the
Rydney waterside war when the
Combine endeayored Lo, wreek the
Coal Lumpers’ Union,” is passed
over in silence, Why 7

- - L 4 -

Senator Russell, who iy not a
Bocialist of the * Review ordar,
ver
straight things concerning his atti-
tude towards the Coal Lumpery ;
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likewise, belonged to the jea- Waﬂe ‘L‘abu-}- Ufﬂd

sants, who set them pealing to 3
apnounce their assemblies, or Captiat.
to apprise the villagers of Aires
or hostile attacks. In the Waat are Vages and FHow
judicial archives of the French are Determined
piovinces of the 17th and 18th
centuries, we fnd frequent
mention of judgments rendered WAGES are
against the bells for having shdreo thecomme
warped the peasants of the , be Has produced.
arrival of the collectors of the the share of co
sali-tax: they were senteficed . Viously produces, v furning
to be taken down and whipped the employer oo Mg, and stone
by the handsof theexecutioner, tain amount /! ;
Haotwithstending that they labor,
haﬁ been consecrated and Laho
blegsed by a most solemn cere- giodity whi
miony, in which the oil of Fit,
Chrism and myrrh and incense
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prayers recited.” "The Church
was the house of God, elevated
in the face of the feudal manor,
and the feudal peasantsgather- 5 to 2
ed together under the shadow order Lo se
of it a5 around a stromg and mezns o
tender mother, therefore Bite prolonz
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As we haye seen, wages are
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Gheap White
Slaves.

Tar following is a complete
reprint of the agreement made
between the Sugar Capitalists
and the men who are being
duped into leaving England
to work on the nerthern sugar
plantations. 1t makes inter-
esting reading, in view of the
{act that there is an overplus
of Australian Labor ready to
do the work at standard wage
rales ‘—

Agreement made the day
M , 1907, between the
Australian Estates pnd Mort-
gage Co., Ltd., of Kalamia, in
the, State of Queensland,
Farmer, Bwplover, and the
prerson whose signature is hore-
unto affixed and hervinofier
dominated the Employee.

The conditions are—

1. The employee agrees to serve
. the employer as labover (at Kala-
" amia), o the Ayr distriet, in the
Btate of Queensland, or at such
ather place in the said distriot as
the employer may diveet, until the
Blst dﬂy of December, 1908, and
during that period to obey all rea-
mﬂbjl: cuuuu;lnli:— of the I'LIJth_I\'UI‘
ar hig authorised agent. ;

2. The employer agrees to pay
the employee, for cutting and har-
wesbing cane, wages at the rate of
‘lhil't:a'-ﬁve ghillings per week [less
a sumn of ten shillings per week
wharged for board and iodging],
.ﬁ:ﬂd for other work thirky-two shil-
Yings and sixpence per week [less
a suwn of ten shillings per week

F ey
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wete revealed, and a storm of
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Waen the Ortona reached
Circnlar Quay last week, a
sumber of the duped immi-
grants on boatrd were in stich
a plight that they hastetied to
gell their coats to second-hand
clothes dealers.

Quite a number of . the L
tona immigrants were offered
work at the munificent re-
smuneration of 128 a week and
tucker. One man accepted.
The others (who had read Dr.
Arthur's letters in  the Eng-
Jish papers about 8s and 22s @
day) swore long and loud.

Newly-arrived immigrants
declare that in London alome
there are 40000 employed.
One man—a shoemaker, who
took part in the celebrated
march from Northampton and
‘London—told a “ Review " re-

esentative that he need not

e left England had he been
willing to blackleg. Capitalist
conditions, he says, are speed-
conyerting the Britishers

into a blackleg nation, and

g&fﬂiﬂg them a world-wide re-
putation that is wretchedly

Scarcely an immigrant
reaches these shores without
mﬂl‘g that he has been

y deceived as to Austra-
lian conditions and wages.

Hgraehle e f el Vo v o 4

Socialist Review.: Aug. 17
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. Wage dLabor and
Capital. :

* What arc Wages and How They
are Determined.
By KARL MARX.
‘Let us suppose that there are 2
| handred bales of cottonin the mar-
ket, and at the same time buyers in
want of a thousand bales. In this
ease the demand is greater than
the supply. The competition be-
tween the buyers will therefore be
intense ; each of them will do his
best to get hold of all the hundred
bales of cotton. The example is no
arbitrary supposition. In the his-
tory of the trade we have experi-
enced periods of failure of the cot-
ton plant, when particular com-
panies of capitalists have endea-
yored to purchase, not only a huon-
dred bales of cotton, but the whole
stock of cotton in the world. There-
fore in the case supposed each
_ buger will try to beat the others
out of the field by offering a pro-
portionately higher priee for the
gotton. The cotton-sellers perceiy-
ine the troope of the hostile host in
% t combat with one another,
d being perfectly secure as to the
of all their hundred bales, will
e very good care not to begin
l‘ui among themselves in
to depress the price at the
moment when their adver-
are emulating each other in
of serewing it higher
Pedce is, therefore, suddenly
daimed in she army of the
llers. They present a united
at to the purchaser, and fold
arma in philosophic content ;
their dnm would be abso-
ly boundless if it were not that
of even the most pressing

N

and eager of the buyer
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“1f the production
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understand—that's
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But if I make £120
sale that is a higher
I were to gpet re
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wotld be an exceptior
moug profit Wha

that serves our citizs
gure of his profit 7

production of his good

geives an amount
tion has cost mor
And he reckons the

hig profit by the nun
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Wage Labor and
Capital.

What are Wag_e; and How They
are Determined.

{ By KARL MARX.'

We might show from another
point of view how not only the
supply, but also the demand,
is determined by the cost of
production; but" this would
lead us too far from our pre-
sent subject.

We have seen how the fluctu-
ations of supply and demand
always reduce the price of a
commodity to its cost of pro-
duction. It is true that the

ecise price of a commodity
is always either above or be-
low its cost of production ; but
the rise and fall reciprocally
balance each other, so within
_ a certain period, if theebb and
flow of business are reckoned
up together, commodities are
exchanged with one another
in accordance with their cost
of production ; and thus their
. cost of production determines

- their price.

. The determination of price
by cost of production is not
to be understood in the sense
of the economists. The eco
nomists declare that the aver-
age price of commodities is
hegual to the cost of produc.

tion; this, according to them
/is a law. The anarchi.
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by pnew ones, ‘Thus the wear
and tear of the st
be taken into account ju.s'l as
much as the wear and tear of
the machine,

Thus the cost of production
of simple labor amounts to
the cost of the laborer’s suly
sistence and ]n‘ug')agaliuu. and
the price of this eost deter-
mines his wages, When we
speak of wages we mean the
minimum of wages. This mini-
mum of wages holds good,
just as does the determination
by the cost of production of
the price of commodities in
general, not for the particular
individual, but for the species,
Individual laborers, indeed
millions of them, do not re
ceive enongh to enable them
1o subsist and propagate ; but
the wages of the whole work-
ing class with all their fluctu-
ations are wicely adjusted to
this minimum,

(Lo ke Continued. )
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I'he Highland Celts were organised
of which was the owner of the land
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longer existed. " In England this e, 4
under Henry VIIL. =

Henty VISR 830:—“Begoars olg

hand, whipping and imprisonment f,
bonds. hey are to be tied to
whipped until the blood streams frog |
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