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a document from the historical
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truth.

The commiltee’s chairman,
Imre Pozsgay told Budapest
radio:

“This  commission  regards
what taok place w1956 as a

e “peare ¢ OFATHS in cus-  rim Report. The Report tells us A
ler : = LACK DEATHS in cus n Rey P

[;"r.:(lﬂ.ﬂﬂdhﬁ‘""lh“‘"‘“?"'wnl“f B}n;‘ K heen happen. in passing hat police paricular o 3

° Potice com. b Iy enjoy armesting people in
P"“”I led that sape ing for two hundred years. Tt JEI R P
:;:li”\lh n h places like 1y is grimly appropri te tll.;l Queensiand taps the :
N me a major public . for overal arrests. In
ce Minister Ted Pickery iss s the Bicentennial 1988, the Queensland cops af ey 2 =
I S B ) F : o

has seven convictions for speed. car of 1988 rosted 6500 ple all told 1788

R Ihen there's Liberal Mp YEERCGEo adivist Bobhi Thals [he histest number in

aul Zammit, who was conyiel. Syl iehlighted th ' A ustralia, cven though NSW has  walls or the confines of fockups, — causes of the deaths touch on the
ykes highlighted i g ;

popular upnsing — an uprsng e 32 , I ed of speeding while chairm i twice the population ner are they explicable only 0 real issues of institutional
ndingt an ofgarchic system a making his statement, Hungar- creased taxes and charges, and  of the parliamentary road s her poem Ambrose wilten ¥ il ¢ F 2 _ tenns of sentencing policies. fiserlimi i s
b jan pariy leader Karoly G duced services whe 3 i Y 970 W, for its part, has the high g P discrimination and racism, but
power which had humdlated the iy er Karoly Grosz reduced services when the Fed-  committec 19705 P o o The real re: for the dea e ’
) was telling a Swiss audience that | Government hand ; There est number of arrests per head of eason for the deaths  remain mere rhetoric because
JI?'AD:: J’ .mrw;‘ur_\‘ \zﬂm e iy h;t\ ‘i‘\ ;ﬁl\ﬂr.“ ment hands over Would he resign? No, he suid Ll ;‘ ! population. is the social oppression of Abor-  the Commission has no powers
which used the single word of ay have 1a 3 after all it was my first of SeMpe WA al  izines, the poverty, ha c d no teeth.
& 9 accept job losses and a Ici 5 5 B o irst offence. 1 over In WA hall the Aboriginal 2 4 y, harassment  and no feeth.
counter-revoliion 1o describe pL) 1 [empor The ALP will be the Naot 50, according o the leaky \‘\!h“u‘u"\ e b people in jall are the de- and discimination built wto  Allitean dois suggest (o State
e ¢ Australian society. When we govemments that they might im-

faulting on fines. Poverty is just

what hppened in 'S6 does not ary drop in living standards as party in the House of Assembly, computer. He had six prior traf
o

nand rh.e price for economic modern- bt may not win a majority of  fic convictions. Gulp, [l resign K i | offer hear about NSW police taunting  plement a number of band-aid”

| Pozsgay says the roors of the 4o seats. At [ast count 35 or ammit 5 BiysounowiL Nt Ll R s Aborigings by offering them  measures.

1956 criss 20 back to the “so- InaE r‘ermmly seems 1o be the  lioms had registered for el ! ] UIRHEAD has a le foathall socks, that's just a par-  Muirhead’s first four case re-
cialist model chosen or enforced way Poland is headed, with . some of them 1o the left of the it list of i e ticularly public example of what ports, released on 2 February,
in 1948-49, which has proved to plans to close the famous Lenin  Labor Party. But hecause of the '-I I‘"‘ Ond iul::u[tl "‘rl,‘T'l,:;:,‘:“_in':[ drun.  2oes on all the time have not impressed the black

of the :

b false pilhin s enirety”, | STUPYAds in Gdansk already  peculiariics af the voting system

well advanced, 'v"-\hc_ - will Muirhead's re-  community either. While he

which  kenness be abolished in Victo-

As in Russia, Hungary's polit : The govern- avole for them, and any prefer asl eig f To State governments found that police and prison of-
st E ment's i : : : e se a, Queensland and WA, the POrt g0 I S B enls K¢

ical liberalisation is accompan ME‘?;;"I "e:" "ﬁ' egy lo impuse  ences, will be lost 434 deaths in custody have bee! ”r:l\ Ell:‘ which still have It who will o as much — or as ficers had mistreated several
ied by economic restructuring Y the working class  We are calling for a vote for reported. OF the ! Ere. S little — as they like about its 56 black prisoners, blaming this for

e el and causing at least one death, he

werews in WA haven't exactly  rejected claims of foul play.

been cooperating with the Com-

mission. They have a policy of Al.lL‘P DIXON, mother of
! Lan giving N0 statements (o it 19 year old Kingsley Dion

Half the deaths oceurrcd wit The palice union, with finan-  who was found hanged in Ade

recommendaiol

which imposes sacrifices on mu'.lud« a deal with Lech Wal-  the Labor Pany, despite its mis
workers, While Pozsgay was esa and other rightwing Solidar-  erable record in power federally

ity leaders, who were invited for and in the states. Workers in
talks at the start of February Canberra haven't yet had the

SocIALISTIY AcTion| | Solidariy’s National Exceu-  chance to experience their own

tive Commission has promised local equivalents of Unswarth

ilcohol
il
d by deaths.

us much the most .
¢ hlack. A third of the

EDITORIAL {0 stay within the law and be- Cain or Dowding. When they LSS T in-cight bours of amest. Muir- (RCRUREE i Spae L. laide jail 18 morths g0, Spoke
PO Box 274, Brunswick have “responsibly in industrial  vote Lahor they'll be expres 2 John McBean: kicked upstal the 16 reported jead recommends better medi- ave issued [for many when she remarked:
| Victoria 3056 dispures™ if the union is legal-  an aspiration for progre: ?C.w £ L1t mission stirted, at least five have  cal and other attention in W itch alidity of the I expecied same remibution. |
| Tel (03} 380 2227 \.\4‘3 i3 vemment. And having | 'Ih‘“r ‘r; : The National Party has also heen in WA houses. But he on to point appointments. of Lwo. comimis- expected. not heads 10 il b;u
MEL  Some of Solidarity's leaders  pawer s the only B AR0T 1N shown its deep regard for ( Afier 4 vear on the Comm out il Justice — It doesn’t seem 10 be
HDURNE are unhappy with these com oy Lyl see wernment’” pl sion, Justice Mub s 1e - these SO R

for the: B
emselves that there's no- not while the

PO Box 274, Brunswick| Promises. Al a meelin,

held in thing = lly, Greiner requires all CENSLAND gove Andiit won'l
! Victora 3056 T 15 e s oop of MR O e ALE  ministers deeise e HE QUERNSLARL Son  shoil halitcs thal cause Abor
103) 380 2227 them criticised Walcsa for fal g Unofficially : l:l"“llgl‘f‘d by two Aburi- igines 1o make up 15 percent of
| SYDNEY ling under American influence M__ clive h "ﬁ:s from  Woorabinda and the prison population. and &
| ":o Bg 381, Campsie ””‘Jh"" ing 10 get 1oo close Administrative Services Min %Imm Cherbourg, That is the  guarter of those ;:hu xtllc in cus:
lew South Wales 2194 Lo the povernment, H ] ister Matt Singleton was disco- “pawer-Law mwnnnmtinri- tody, remain onchange
| Tel (02) 550 1424 ){"_m ironic development, the leva S not vered lobbying for land develop dence of Rising Suicides by As if 10 h‘.jun_sn:'r‘llllxr-:'mt:r
| BRISBANE a;:wgmem s tame OPZZ union the first ment approvals on behall of & Aborigines  on Quyﬂl‘la_mg point, @ few ;;\\“: b
PO Box 99, St Lucia fca:irai:né"udn:ht “fd‘ ey B Communities Whilst i s :\L_.I\\:S m“-\lrumi:ml man, Greg
Queensland 401 i IS EITEND: .one: % . trolled a 49 percent sharehold by, cased an AYHEE 3 hanged in
! T e ‘:I::'“:I‘”:gg;‘ e LEi yellow EE MONTH'S prize for hy- N2 This hadn't been declared The Royal Commission. Wiue el i pullee
| 3 Y have swung to the Sy goes to western g & Singleton was & o 1ol intending (0 recommend any  Ade i -

| | CAPICJ)BBERRJ\ I\:-n km appear |||:en'«é‘tm in ":lcnta including Aust:aal‘i';:‘e;:, ( 1\:::;\4 |\-:\ |.:i‘- 7 .‘,‘f.:rg‘ hm:::: I‘.}\.l.\:-'k\:“\.{\.n.i l:idL\r.w\IL.uclulm stion. He I\:‘:: 1.1...3#[;1:.\4 r:Tn‘I

pail ey srgitons thelr hue and ¢ ol lary ! ot it doesn't assume.  twenty LD .
1| Jamiso 0 REANGIErY Dyer Colonel  €njoying the salury and perks of paint out that 1 me e in the cells. Lanee Walk
ACT 251?"‘"5‘ (mmra'"”"md QTR ol nenianin Lesset I i advanee thal the dedps E‘\\“l.:\n!\“un; and a member of
| | CANBERRA Wn"‘m‘lur)' SRl have beer but OIS suicides. But it suits lhl. Q}‘“» I\I Commitiee O Defend Black
| WEEKLY We hold e : % " et 1o have them  the Cor = :
MEETINGS —_— Bt old no brief for Gaddari,  and probably prosecuted government [C Rights in Cusiody, identified the
| ‘ iy ou ] Amrn?:: ;hr Australian and i I\h-_um hile on the Labor sid 1l labeled suis ldul Lo B and found 4 bruise on lhj
| ncnesday by avernme: ! J: J » povernment alse o a e are

s r A ; overnments forgot-  John - McBean NSW  Labor The gove! = - [oht forehead, o black eye. a
sty ik very own L\:," the use of agent orange Council secretary and leading Powder-Law recomme ndu‘l‘l\:"" Twlfurk ‘N: b xide of the check
j : hat all blacks should Work o th wrists and

ar

seapegoat for the demise of the \hem self- and bruises on ho

B 4 Carigan §1Carton Etnam? During the
Syane Unswor‘[hs million gallons of defol Linsworth government, has been

the dole W give

| e Lt i were : hould be  upper arms
| M ot o CANBERRANS d;:pﬁxd there. Over 20,000 Us  kicked upstairs onto the bench L """'"‘“"'f-?h.\:l;‘:'.m © O ker had also heard cops
Brge & George 51 Gy resil Iocal poy S have their first - Ustralian soldiers are suing  0f the Commonwealth Industrial more Community \Qu"ll\““i‘ <aying over the police radio that
D on 4 MA,‘E;':;"I"'.""‘ elections mm: ghumlm”'””“u and in V Relations Cammission. (ed wilh m“-‘\L” eens oy were “eelebraling the
S I ch. But it's not ordi- 5 eMArEn are still being b His timing ect. The so- Solice equipment! .
50 Baymes. nary Wi = £ born is timing 15 perfect. The siv Polic R - death

iy adn ﬁaﬁ:’“!{:’“lv The new Ml homible deformities Jaries of judges on the Commis Muirhead, while *_-"&”!w_’:;‘::“ 1t will take more than a Royal
Canbarra billion dojla IN have a $1.5 sion are (o rise from $95.000 10 Aboriginal _police g i Commission o testroy the sys-
Tosdarn, 600 r budget and em- S180,000 a year i be nice, did also MERE of nppression that makes
Blar Room Ploy 15,000 workers, wol o le's “deeply en-  tem of | pp o rally
Horsees Ciut, Givc . The majority of ACT pe McBean is. of course, an ex most black i\‘P‘] of the sy~ such things an everyday )
actually  uppisc \\'IITJ]):‘JNC pericnced  advocate.  Anyone trenched SUPER ome af s in moder Australl e Ferer

L aring i Eovem- 44 whao heard his spirited defence of " s an Obstac A — Cu
PAGE2 — il nent, fearing it will mean in- e .‘hl\ hrﬂljd\l I\\T” H:\r::; l\LL:‘l‘\'ml'"“ ahout the underlying s

ABTiDn = sey knows that SOCIALIST ACTION — PAG

e




Se——

puses around Australl
A national week of action is

<t for March, with a day of

action on 22 March set to be the
high point. This was originally

ased by student acti vists in
NSW, but rapidly ganed support
in oihier states

An atempt will he made 1o
¢lase all campuses on the 22nd.
Demenstrations  will  involve
both staff and students at lerfary
condary levels

Leg on permitting the tax,
known as the Higher Education

Coninibution  Scheme (HECS)

wenl (hrough Parliament carly

in the new year. Tertiary stu-
dents new have (o pay a fee of

S 1800 per year for their course,

regardiess whether they gradu

ate or nol.

Wealthy swdenis can  pay
their fee up front, and gain a 15
percent discount %

John Dawkins and the Labor
government are out 1o make ed-
ucation serve the needs of indus-
try. Ad the same time, they waa
workers 10 pay for this educs
tional restructuning by taxin,
students, the majority of whom
will become, not high fliers of
industry but teachers and poorly
paid public servants

The long holiday period has
seen & lot of activity on cam
puses. At Melboume University
1700 students committed them
selvis 10 refuse to sign up for the
Lax. Working groups were estab
lished 1o deal with various as-
pects of the campaign: protest
actions, media. Lmqw;.mnn with
the unions, and 5o on

The students are not restrict
mg themselves to a “don't sign”
campaign. Demonstrations are
planned, and students will orga-
r;: book co-ops to overcome
l:il\'dr} restrictions on those who

e refused 1o sign.

The first demonstration plan-
ned at Melbourne is against uni-
\;mn, Vice-Chancellor David

enmnglon during orientation

"

N

2
Students in the streets,
1989 is a new batteg i

THE FIGHT against the ter-
tiary ax is On 4gain, on cam-

Students enrolling at Sydney Uni: nation;

Students ready

to come out
fighting

Chancellor’s opening address

® Canberra branch of Socialist
\etion is holding « talk and

students made their resentment
against the tax very obvious.
other Melbourne campuses the
response has been uneven. |
doubtedly the campus in the

Tax: How to Fight it Thursday

See the O-week handbook [or

has been heard from Monash
The National Union of Stu
students) have been notable for

their absence from the canp:
so far. Activist students have or

make waves

from, these conservative «

Back in 1974 when the Whit
intervened

&5 1L seemed as il we had
Iln.ull.' some progress in the hard
ought struggle for free educa
tion for all. But we have leamed
that under capitalism, every re

e notice. So the deb
g “El‘\. €nammous public support & de
it 3 y

rsbane’s 4777 FM radip  repeated

Encour station has

»h\;'ll'.;" also learned  that
W governments 1
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The station grew up 13

4 o i
ago at the height of the \um\-r\
protest movement, and :
then it's given & voice 10 the o
"

of people the mass media jp,
or - misrepresent:  Aburigiy,
women, leshians and gays, er
5, 6

The statior

years have

e a

2 s politel
ommitment

lest attacks have begn
fetermined by far. Oy
er al !

tional P
puards for

icied 4777

y 300 supparters
station rallied outside, and

scape continual ha

1 the Na

Is from
ion by issuing its own evichion
€ continues.
Students’ willingness 1o take
ction is tremendously

read progres-
s really mat-

Alan Briris
Aclricirt Skerroit

B i

T COUR

Bob Hawke says s

n S .
The claim adoptec
cial unions' conference on

u

February calls for a tax cut
worth $20 and a pay rise worth
530,

e, Keat

Yet at the same L
k ohy

commented L
spund like cash in
Well, which
Crean explains  the
contradiction when |

ACTL

bout linking the
ment to productivity
ment thereby limiting wmit
and streng

labour cost incres
thening competitiv
The

they have 1o
because a st

position

ALP

The wages deal being pro

posed for 1989-90 is in

parts: industry by indusiry award
tax

restructuring, and a nationa

cul

HERE ARE are¢ problems
with both parts of the deal.
ward res-
tructuring will be tied to in-

. What

Any wage rises from

creases in produc
the employers give
hand, ik e away with
other (and more if they can
away with it).

And il y
tred, or
away, there'll be nothi
yoi

As for the tax cuts, Keating
warned us as carly as October

“The:

e are nol lax cuts

These are tax cuts which come

as part of the trade off."

This government's put the tax
bite on us more ferociously than

Malcolm  Fraser ever

Theres been an B0 percent in-
crease in revenue from PAYE

taxpayers since 1983,

7 we'll get a
substantial wage Tise.
\ And
Greg Harrison of the Metal-
workers declares that it's
‘pay back time for the

the spe-
9

in the
the

he a partial pay-back. Well

workers originally floated s

I"S NO wonder rank and file

ge
In January, National Mutual

lives had been given pay 1n-
of 50 to 80 per cent lis

john Haltpenny and CSR workers just after they ended their st

$470,000 in 1988, a 78 percent
boost over the previous year. Al
the same time, judges have
awarded themselves an 80 per-
cenl pay hike.

Meanwhile, as of November,

25 percent of workers still hadn't

got their second-tier rise under

the 1987 wage system!

So with industry short of key
who

skills, groups of wor

outside the syst

munications industry

Some "W
sort is inevita
ment and its little helpers
the union officials are d

keep it from escd
eneral

rge
cretly amanged
workers and manag
The left umon @

ment.

G
the Metalw!
{he better statements:

Kelry hrows as well as the rest
{ restrecturtrts i
fefiver substantial s led, or at Jeast a
To  upion officlals. If were
Jronw you look "

ld a package

af us that avwar
poing 10 ¢
in the short fem .

nol &
{neTeas
e it doesn T maTEr
at if, we are Deng &
which means restrait

He wenton 1o d
{he-board pay 1%

Rl -

o e e R P S e e —

——

s drift” of this
ple, but the gover
among
perale
ating into &
wyage break-oul -
why the goyermment
nlo sack OTC head
Maltby after he had se-
d big pay nses for

sfficials are

ain striking militant pos=
Campbell from

arkers made one af

emand 8Cross
5 1o cover cost
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of living increases.

OHN HALFPENNY has.
oined the rhetorical chorus,

J
and Melbourne Trades Hi

proposed & delegates’ meeling
without sefting an actual date.
But when it comes [0 actions
as opposed to words, Halfpenny
and the Metalworkers pl;‘\_y n:n
different role. Most of the
i e the muscle are  ¥CT¥ & B
ur‘“.iml,hrﬂ‘u ::\:pém “.J:L‘ rises national wage cutling deals ong
eginning 1o
This 15 mosL
noticeable in the metal and
building_trades. and the com-

nal

In January Campbell even
asked employers who were of-
fering his members S100 wage
rises to hold back until the union
and the Metal Trades Industry
Association  had megotiated

award restruciuring
When the Colonial

Refineries workers went out fior
a2 mere 540 late last year, W
conned them into retuming o
work with nothing? Hulfplenm

and the AMWL. The

a5 now paved the way for r-
e ain (he plant. Those

tionalisation of
workers  who retain

jobs  will be working ‘mud.
harder, with perhaps 510 o
show for their magnificent

struggle.
The big wage push of

s going (0 take

te in the AMWU offices.

Seveit that can brush the offi-
cials aside. _ LizRoss
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way of showing off at thedr
favourile swill-hole, the
rizy Mediterranean res-

tayrant.

The spacies Perihus
rattus has adopted the old
Greek custom of dashing
the crockery into the fire-
place. Except that instead
of cheap china, they
smash beautiful Czech
crystal glasses al 520 a
throw.

One dinner party ran up
a bill of $4000. That was
1000 for food, $500 for
the tip, and §2500 for 125
smashed glasses.

Gomments the Mediter-
ranean’s manager, more
in somow tham in anger,
“Some of our clients are
very rich. Thay are people
who somelimes enjoy
| smashing baautiul things
| Why? | do not know. | do
‘ not ask”

Sounds like more glass

than class fo us.

| Let them freeze

| GOOD help is 50 hard 1o
{ | come by these days
Martin Spring. edior of
the Times, advises his
readers, “Servants have
a bad habit of heating the
kitchen by swiiching on
the oven and leaving the
aven door open. If you do
that for several hours a
day, ft can costyou £25 a
month or more. S0 make
sure it doesnt happen in
your home!*

| Season's greetings

Dan Quayle: on the bali? |

Out of bounds

election

SPEAKING of idle-rich politcos, we hear that Vice-
Prasident Dan Quayls found enough time last year to
average three games of goif a week And that was an

The stats say he has a one in four chance of
becoming president in the next eight years. Let's hope
he hasn't got a habit of getting into bunkers.

Hn\h&nﬁy: generosity
personified

A kidding from two
farthings

VICTORIAN Trades Hall
Secretary John Halfpen-
ny dug deep into his
pocket when he gave his
donation to the siriking
CSR workers — fifty
cants!

Interestingly, two thou-
sand years ago the going
price for sell-out mer-
chants was thity pieces
of silver.

LABOR'S junior Defence Minister Ros Kelly is really

{ getting into her portfolio . she sent out Christmas cards

ship on them,

with & Leopard fank, an FA-18 Home! jel and a battle-

Whal was thal about peace on earth, Ros?

What did?ynu get
for Xmas'

ANOTHER consumerist
Christmas is over. And
leading the way was the
Robb Report, which every
year advises (ts meganch
readers (average profile
male, 41 years, entrepre-
neur, making $500,000
annually] on the uitimate
in CONSPICUOUS CONSUMP:
tion

This year, Robb's ull-
mate gift was a §25 mil-
lion slice of ersatz cake,
made of 2500 diamonds
to celebrate Beverly Hills’
75th birthday.

Then there was a $1
million silk elastic bra
containing 2100 dia-
monds. And a fulllength
mink bathrobe at $31,000.
And a box of 12 persona
lised, gold-decorated
cards with mink-lined en-
velopes, snip al $1200.

Do people actually buy
such stulf? Well, Rabb's
says it gets calls from im.
patient readers a month
before the issue hits the
stands, so judge for
yourselt

A boss is a boss
There are still some naive
souls who insist thal So-
vigl leaders aren't really
bosses, that they're fun-
damentally different than
our wesiern capitalists
But Aussian waekly
Moscow News keeps re-
vealing the fruth

Of big-shot Soviel eye
surgeon Svatoslav Fy
odorov the paper says:"A
(wastern) company exec-
utive knows thal he and
Dr Fyodorov will speak

the same language Mot CH
simply English, but the
language of profits.” It
adds: “The oculist has &
host of friends all aver the

world. With some of them

he has shot boars. Sweet tooth

ONE intriguing fact em
ged al Ronald Reagan
duco atire n the old buf-

Might scratch the

BUILDERS are hastily
redesigning a car park at
a Sainsbury's su
market at Basingstoke in
England, after Sir John
Sainsbury, the chairman,
noticed ihat the entrance
was too narrow to lake his
Rolls Rayce in comfort

Whita

Di-namited
THE OWNER of a car
blown up by the police
has “accepted it was in.
advisable” to leave it on a
road 1o be used by the
Princess of Wales on a
wisil to Telford, Shrop-
shire, and is not claiming
compensation, reports
Britain's Hartlepool Mail

grounds

the
fering its sixth ¥

sion. 1
and partly fueled by Ronald Reagan's

defi e 5y
tem still looks a lot stronger than it did
in the carly 1980s

t 12 tons of jelly

e eaten more than a
i

HOUSING

i This summit

is the pits

‘ shock waves,

ing the basic issyes.

THE BIG swing against Laboy
in the WA elections has created

long ago, Senator Walsh

| was blaming the housing cri
B crisis
| :lm greedy workers who wanted
| wellings too big for their own
Bood. But it's clear that housing

costs were a factor in the WA
| goll‘ and suddenly the “Housing

ummit” gets brought forward.
| _ At the summit all the politi-
cians will pontific ltwilho?l‘: :‘I

w The most pressing problems
are rising  house

shrinking land stocks. These

could be addressed relatively

casily. What is needed is 4 mas

sive program of public hous

To use land more efficiently
and reduce the problem of urban
sprawl, higher density rental ac-
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prices and

commodation can be created by
State governmen

able, it would take the pressure
off the real estate market and
prices would stop soaring. Of
course, right-wingers will de
mand w know where the mo
ney's coming from. Apart from  10g
our favourite solution (ax the Selling povernment
fich, starting with land specula-
lors) there is an answer well <Sosmelic cha

EEdring provisions in 1987 afier
a brutally effective
campaign by estat
allows investors to fi
ng pu-u}]amx al laxpayers’ ex- come
pense. The only constquence

has been 1o ©
with assist mand in the
ance from the Commonwealth.  one consequence beir
Il more rental stock were avail-  rent price spiral F

povernment o

with one stroke.

will stick to tri

wherc il's nee

.knnwn 10 housing activists; put  Home  Own Scheme
an end to the tax dodge known  S¢rapping it after the next elec
A5 negalive gearing tion),
Keating .
eating restored full negative Labor couldn't give

lobbying
ents. They ¢xpect  some g
e hous-

tificial de

scrapping
i h

More likely Hawke and Keat

| measures.

about our housing needs, Bul
they ean count voles, so we can

around the issue for months 10

Richard Emerson

AT Socialist Action's annual conference we discussed today
and the pace of the class struggle. Our feature summarise

“capitalist

OR ALL the talk o
most of

crisis” current on the le
dustrialised world is actually en-
ar of economic expan-
neven,

he expansion has been

spending on arms, but the sys-

and high Mers Tk
1 Alan Bond b

ituation hy lforming
more

1 and decline
nal econom:

power can
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hoom®, Output for domestic consumption

has niscn as a result of steady economic

wih, The devaluation of the dollar_in

1986 made it easicr lo export abroad The

ance-popular pationalist theory that we
were about to be turned into “giant quar-
* and see our manufactunng destroyed by
:zg multinational gorparations has proved 1o
be a paranoid fantasy.
But there arc dark clouds on the horizon.
A strong Australian dallar means that some
of the benefits from high commodity prices
are being lost. It also makes it much harder
for manufacturing indusiry to export The
racist “immigration debate” which so hadly
[arnished the couniry’s image in Asia, has
not helped the trade picture either.

Industry also faces problems at home
Skills are critically short i many arcas {our
short-sighted rulers cut back on apprentice-
ship programs during (he last recession, and
now they ean't get enough tradespeople)

And just as investment is really starting ta
flow, the bosses are siarling to wonder
whether they'll be able to sell all the goods
they produce, particularly if Keating takes
further measures (o slow down the economy
because of problems with the balance of
trade.
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Annual strike totals

-
After a long downtum, the number of strike
days picked up a bil last year.

in decline. Senior Ministers arc losing inter-
est, there are chronic tensions between
Keating and Hawke, and the financial press
has begun 10 express concern about a slow-
ing of industry reform. Victorian Labor is
also *wearing out” and increasingly scan-
dal-prone, and “WA Inc" nearly came
stuck over the collapse of Rothwells mer-
nt hank.

Yet the various oppositions have linle o
offer, with Howard appealing 10 nosta
and Queensland’s Wayne Goss beir
the latest in a senes of non-
entities 1o head the State ALP. Nick Grein
er's attempt Lo provide a conserva -
nalive in NSW has yet to stir the enthusiasm
of the bosses in other states, and it seems the
Greiner experience was not an electoral plus
for the Victorian Liberals.

On the conservative side, the Queensland
N‘llu_)r.‘\\ Par VEmment seems 1o be in
terminal de

The weaknesses among all the estab-
lished partics don't mean thal more radical
alternalives arc having much impact .'\p\nl;l
from the occasional flurry of interest in anti
nuclear candidales, itis clear that conserva-
tive ideas still gnp most of the Australian
population. Much of the population is cyn
ical about establistied politics, and discont
ented about the cconomy, but does not see
the left as offering @ way forward

ORKERS fought back more in 1988,
although industrial disputes are still
ia'tl I“II:;!:.I lower levels than they were during
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;'ml defensive or tokenist .\\"hr::‘[:»'::k::
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Socialism

We fight for sociallsm: the creation of
a classless society in which the econo-
my will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
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lile. Countries |ike Russia and China are
bureaucralic class socielies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism
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attack, demonstrations around  political
issues, and so on, As in the past, this sort of
unity is the kind Socialist Action will put
best focus for the left in

Anti-nuclear moyements have declined in
recent years. This is partly due to the general
rightward drift of sociely. partly due to &
decline in public anxicly as Reagan and forward as the
Gorbachev have seemed [0 be doing some- 1989
thing about disarmament. But there is sull
considerable hostility to muclcar warships.
and union action even ;uubv.;wded in turning
sw]:{c?::rv’;:ﬂlrprg'uﬁfr't {f;‘;:g%:g;j;d_ fully. Given the conservative political cli-

jor issu in coming years, as the industry mate, and the largely unfavourable balance
\ises eancern about the Greenhouse effect (o ot Sorces 1 industry, we cannol expect £
Iry lo poriray nuclear energy as a desirable pecruit I‘am-‘. numbers b pcnp_h‘ lh-m“ﬂh
o tisven T Tucls mass agitation. Most people will join left
Emvironmental issues continue to agitate organisations, particularly the smalker ones,
\ocal communities, with campaigns against m{zh" basis of the appeal of socialst ideas.
oxi¢ waste occurring in Western Australia onsequently, the most important orien-
4t B tation for socialists is making propaganda
Finally there are baitles being fought for those ideas. But that shouldn't just mean
around sexual pokities, While i et speeches and articles about socialism
been a major anti-gay backlash due 10
AIDS, there are certainly aliacks on homo:
sexuals, particularly in NSW and Tasmania
The NSW night is also stepping up attacks
on abortion rights. Gays and women have
shown some determination in resisting these i
attacks and socialists will continue 1o ac

N THESE difficult times, a socialist or-
ganisation must choose iis priorities care-

Marxism is only meaningful 45 a guide (o
action, and the besi propaganda for social-
ism is always made side by side with prac

tical involvement in whatever struggles are
puing on, ey

‘e defend the unions against govern

ment attacks. and cxplain that the state —

tively support them. even under Labor — is a tool of the ruling
The arganised lefi has continued to lose st BT abortion rights, and
ground in Australian society. Within the explain that capitalism oppresses women
d we argue a militant response to

Lahaor Party, there is 4 large faction devoted
o sccunng{uhs and pulling the party to the s
right (the “pragmatic” Socialist Left and h
Socwlllsl Forum) and a genuinely militant
socialist element which is not very | At the
Erco At the same steady, e
et T b prieon T
i : b ganisation is also needed; reg
huvcmls.lcdld :);]E_AI,P the organised groups |27 paper sales, bookstalls on td'Ll‘I::l\ ik
influence a ;" own, bul their ability o M€ 10 people wha've shawn interest in ur
dcu_mmmzm recruil other people  has \qu.u People sometimes eriticize sociz III\‘IJ'lw
g or doing th s
B Ll is sort of work, for it seems
L M(?ej for left unity have also faded. D€ # diversion from the efforts neede ;m s
groups h closer ties developing between Mhaever strug s currently | lJl” i
ﬁnurrrlubw;gr:rmiel:m But the dream of a That is a misunderstanding e
big “new party” still looks very i v i
unlr!:almuc e M;}‘ A group like Socialist Action exists to
:::‘c:‘hc::;ﬁw S glr.t:n::h*“tiw class struggle, not only today
o , and this is simply not present u; the possible :z I.?"f;rl lehm‘ g (0 b
] , we need to build an organisati
. L s n organisation
; ‘What is pussible is agreement on practi _‘fl-_irlsur\nund grow. It15 only because
R e on prc s;:ﬂa ists have taken this task seriously in
5 er  the past that an nised lefl exists r‘od- y,

] while also arguing that the
altle can only be finally won by creating a
society where workers hold power <

Gays and women,
@
2ther people who s
hBnl want 1o be sent
; ack 1o the dark ages
2ught back against
PA Theright in NSW ang
GE 10— SOCIALIST ACTION ania last year
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Successful
summer Camp

QUR FOURTH national conferenc,
summer camp attracted 40 mer: o
and supporters from Melbourne, 5"’
tlemaine, Sydney, Canberra ang Ba_s-
bane to a campsite near Murry, b,m-
man in the ACT. g
Over three days we heard a range of
cational talks ;u--; discu .Berdc[r:‘»r:;%ﬁ bt
ol the arg nisation on campus, in ||'||E:a el
in producing our magazine 3t

-
forms in Russia
highlight of 1t
presentation on

topic which sparked mor
almost any other item

Socialis

scussion |

e di

The conleren s agenda was
crowded. We b ur assessment of
the economic, political and industrial s

which is summarise

publish in the mac i |lA|'I“'ig'L‘ in
elecled our National Ci e for
ing year

On the social
had an engrossing
members acled out scen
history, recited poer
and adopled an appropriate
fude 10 a surprise visit from MiK
In between sketches, a Irivia gl
rades’ knowledge and ke|
the game of charades which

ally
the

Books for sale

::?iﬁsl bookshop in Brisbane is now open
o siness, selling Socialist Action publi-
sl lons and ether books and pamphlets
o hncl drop in and browse at 50 Baynes

, West End? We're open daily 1:30 to 6:00

@xcept Sunday.
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INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

public servants: campaigning

puilds confidence

THE CAMPAIGN to save
300 jobs in the federal De-
partment of Community
Services and Health is still in
summer hibernation. Union
bers voted to accept an

mem!
agreement reached by the
department and the unions

(ACOA and APSA) before
Christmas.

The agret ed som
profection of employmer
ditions for those workers
o be made surplus. But on the
job cuts, little was

ne

ain. iU

ccomplished and half the

have been lost. Selecied

rous, covering halt the job
i be ey

out sovernment orders and
staff, The union oftici

members also saw il
but with more reco;
Maws, At least 1t has made o
ent more respectiul ¢
Most members
all up. for four d
pickets wiis sl

Canberr
dustrial - act
Central Off
hlack hole. Scores of dele
proved 1 be excell
Jub organisers

The campai
December with a
pation ol the Seeretary’s office
hy 30 ACOA members, The Se
cretary had said his “door was
always open’” so we took him at
Tis word

During the arned
why Deputy Mick
Ruoche is known as “cockroach
He ungered the occupiers by
suggesting we weren't from the
Department just @ “reni-a
crowd”, Next he said we had
been duped into acting as elec

-in we e

Secretary

toral cannon-fodder for ACT
Hranch Secretary Peter Para-
more who wis participating in
the sit-in. =

When informed that the elec
tions were aver (with Paramore
losing) and we were there 0
fight for our jobs, the roach
scultled aw

PIGHT PARKER WEVE CLASSIFIED
You AS A SURPLUS OFACER

effective. But for vic-
1 more con

Shannon

w
Exploding
jobs

AT THE Ammunition Fac
in Footscray (Vic) workers are
pondering how hest to blow a
retrenchment package.

he go nent 15
how to spend the 30 pereent tax
oIl net from the 200 they

MELBOURNE

s in March and the next 200
in October

The productivity  has
jumped 35 percent in 1Wo years

and workers can't see where the
fat is to be trimmed apart from
running down inventory hald-
ines, the sackings will g0 ahead
Redeployment 150t an option it
seems, because the Department
of Defence is chocka with refu
pees from the Williamstown
Dockyard purge

The Amma Factory is to be a
private corporation with shares
retained by the government
lor now

Workers from many unions
will be lumped together under a

e a thi

—

ditons. Fle
g of the past, and sick
« will be cut from 10 to &

tim

AND I'VE cLASSIFieD

—r

ith. B " BLE organiser Mick Young
e SYRTG It DLCEE '“':m {hinks the strike can win “if they
can keep the dispute oul of the
hands of the ACTU and run it

5 themselves
N iy, Te AGIU " e
wuid have agreed to worse .
p € . worl
conditions, but the basses feared lt‘ Hédll{\ | \-.l\\
wouldn't anyone 0 |mm.k sl
waork under therm s
A it is, workers will have 10 e
sign @ contract and no \'n‘t .'l'llgmu‘ll:\
knows quite what the (ef ms will 4 ble lime i
h ~ an accepled
— Chns Rose o ement kept
Even the ¥/
BUILDING Federation s
UL

Bosses: a

health hazard

you'D THINK disputes over Uited e
ashestos were 8 thing of lrl\el the disgine:
past. But building workers 'fh_l Wt
o ht 1o protect their wol
eath, S for building.
“ht 7 offensive. F

AL a building Jo

fineries Austrahia [
petroleum Refinen \n st of L n e culy
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+ be tofally el : e dei UL,
e with Trades Hall . o, Even e loog b S
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MU:E m‘ r weeks. But mem- faded 2 h:li. in e B e
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g T Iobent Wil is the single B
“‘\Tm‘m Ty mngmﬁ:lr st :mslucla keeping puilding
e { 1S 2 ping
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centre stage

HE PALESTINIAN up-
Trtsing has transformed
Middle East politics.

Apparently shattered after the
[sraeli invasion of Lebanon, the
liberation has revived in explo-
ive fashion, Yassir Arafat,
whose authority seemed in deep
decline only & couple of years
ago, now scems o set the polit-
ical agenda.

The changed international at-
titude towards the Palestinians is
not due to Arafat’s supposed ge-
nius for diplomacy. Far more
important is the impact of the
innifada, the uprising of the Pa-
lestinians living in the rerritories
woccupied by Isracl in 1967

The innfada has shifted the
balance of forces in the region
Previously, the Palestinian stra-
tegy relied on “friendly” Arab
governments such as Jordan,
whose real objective was to gain
control of the West Bank them
selves,

HBut now the “Jordanian op-
tion” 50 desired by lsragl and the
USA no longer has any sup-
porters.

i Synia haped 1o gain increased
influenee through manoeuvres in
Lebanon. But the invifada forced

the Syrian backed Amal militia
to call off its murderous attacks
on Palestinian refugee camps,

As a teacher at Birzeit Univer-
sity says, the Issue now s

Not what Jordan wants, not

what Syria wants, but what the
Palestinians want I is a
chance for the Palestinians 1o de-
clare their indeperdence from the
Arab siates as well as from
Israel”.

HIS ACHIEVEME is
due (o the duration and in-
tensity of the uprising. The
courage and determination of
the Palestinians has had an im-

In 1967 the lsue
needed ]uw than fi
gain control over the West Ba
and Gaza In 1987 1o 1988 ihe
Same army uch stronger
cannot resiore order when
with  stone-throwing  furbu
youths "

This is because the innfada is
a struggle for political rather
than military power. The pre-
vious government’s  defence
minister, Rabin, made this clear
in explaining his policy of
“force, power and blows™ "We
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will make it clear whao is running
the territones. We are adamant
dhat the vielence shall not achieve
its political aims. ™

he Palestinians of the West
Bank and Gaza also imend to
make it clear who is running th
temitories. Mot only with the
regular strikes, demonstratic
and overt political actions, but
also with the rapid growth of
papular commuttees which influ
ence every aspect of daily life,
shown they can take
control of their lives

The mass struggle has dr
i enormous numbers of p
viously non-political peoj

For example, every Fric
Jerusalem very traditional v
€0 g0 (0 the mosque to pray
Then they come out leading
demonstrations

been closes
lawyer Jonathon

commitees
me “the real source of
power and authority in the oceu
pied territones

SRAELI  Defence Minister
has  called |In committees

tioned as a grass-rools govern
ment. Many people see them as
a potential infra-structure of
independent Palestinian st
wonder the Israelis arc
desperate to destroy them. (
mitlee members face armest,
prison sentences and even de

CCORDING to a mmlml-
tee activist, *
tion of workers in (hl\ uprising
is unprecedented™.
Palestinians who g_u daily o
work in Israel have had a big
Impact un the Israli economy.
Other forms of mass action
include strikes by merchants
civil disobedience such as refus
T:'lﬂlli.]\ :J.m». and boyeotts of
aeli products
Within the occupied (et ”m[‘h:l.‘lll‘-\..”II|\H
rigs, the uprising has been co- around for a
‘:}r'dm ated by the Unified Leader-  Christmas there have been a re
Hﬂlwl;lnu[-h‘;l"u::L”'\ leaflets an-  cord number of deaths in the
€monsirations, strikes occupied lermitories. Israel now
and other activities, Their au-  admits that bullets are

thority is m
anifest in the wide- lethal 5
al, and will end deportation
spread  unity 5 &
L cause they don't work

around methods and tactics The te

such apparen
groups as the agnicultural com
mittee in Beit Sahur and the
Society for the Preservation of

and  discipline

m  infifada  meEans
e of the four main parties " hut it also means
|.um 10 the PLO is repres e

Enle

struggle
! Palestin iy
tant forms — off old ideas,
wn are at the

Bnt the most imp
of united Organisatic
Eass roots

es. For that reason
Popular com mittees now run

ential
many g . pote
Iy life Pects of Palestinian dai d 18 months ag
" the territories, They ey Stane

I

CLASS

HEN AUS 'RALIA'S
male workers march-
wd off to the slaughter of
I\urLd War Two,
pehind a labour shor

lides women's labour
Guddenly women

5 atlight. The Won-
was 1n the Sp WE L

s Weekly portrayed i
jpus heroines 1% the muuul“
d.\nw heir bit for the boys in the
\renches y
" [he reality wasn't su olamor

nts wenl (o

povern
oits, and gove i (04
Jot of (rouble 10 et we \lmlr\ inte
industry. I January 1943 the
Manpower Committ

ed 10 re

n the power

puu\\_ o work. All
men between 18

childless  wor
ind 55 had 1o register
The Wi s Emple

Board (WEB) was established (0
rates on those jot
rate had be

‘f";;j;f';;‘l:‘jf;g\',I\‘,‘Hk, Class war within the
= omemne e \World War

Neon in Sydney went on strike
for equal pay %

In 1951 women at Swills
i rks in Brisbanc took
sirike action and defeated 2
mmp.m. attempt 1o reduce their

wages 10 b percent of the male
rate, and in half a dozen Sydney
metal shops wartime rates were
defended by a two and @ hal
week SOppage

Despitean ideclogical gam
n which sought to force
women back mnto the home, only
ahout 504K of 300,000 left
work, By 19 ¢ proportion

f the workforce had n beg
ever (hey Te-
wily

men

Munitions workers during the war: women showed historic militancy.

e
t Bulimh
[& Waomen

OSSES commonly refused
Btn pay WEB rates, and the
government  was reluctant 1o
pull them into line. So the wom-
en had 1o fight.

When the Vic
of Manutacture
members not L
3000 women in vital war indy

d wo
tal Workers Appoint " el
wards and in 1943 the
conferences and &
millec wis

et on strike

The
hr reponied that “there
widespi

'.lJL sboul “a wormnar
The war yedrs

some periods wor
oL n Hmtcr money
aition of

kes of the war
ll‘mh ord in Sydney. W
Jif by the refusal of ten

ain 1 After

Wl interest

0 sl

TNION leaders were olten But most important
J mainly con n:ll\u\ll\ Fn:— TH THE end of :mw': f Cil ack of tride
nemer s T Ay W i S e i

n Textile e X > X

! o
alta
posed an application by an em- der

I|h|.iﬂ'€] that women

on, Court reent + men 8t
sloyer to employ women on cntitled 1o 75 pe snionisim,
L\th shifts, on the grounds that  Wers only e rate. This wis their un
it feared that if the application of the m: h an Arhitration pout sub m.,nn:
is granted it may lead to a dis- hacked v s Tvist ‘\,‘,,J.,.Hl.ul
. Jabour.™ ruling in workers a0l so blin
t of male labour But many " women e o
B e ..~.|u| s h"d Jl.d I'H! ole they IJL:I\Ed
was an .....|..\\|.l|;_- e L m;]m ,,:;,
when the AC ring the war. s
1945 called for equal pay. The e REE M. in 1948, In  Jeff Ricke
b ed thal n kR RS, o Claide
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They

announced  programs

were § to rectify their
plight, hut with litle effect Even
the Muirhead enquiry,

duning 't
Aborigines continued 1o
killed while in police custody.

Naturally they've fought back,
and the central demand of their
struggle is land rights. Socialists
support this demand, and sym-
pathise with the ideas of black
savereignty which have recently

emerged.

Yet at first that might seem
ialists
argue for uniting all the workers
and oppressed people. We insist
that only by changing all of so-

like a contradiction.

ciety can any one group achieve
liberation. How then can we en-
dorse one group demanding the
right to separaie landholdings?
Isn't the call for Aboriginal “sov-
ereignty” divisive?

To understand the socialist
view, we need to consider some
history.

Aboriginal society was deve-
Ioped over some 50,(KH) years of
hunting and gathering on the
Australian continent. All aspects
of Aboriginal life — clan organ-
isation, food pathering, culture
and religion — depended upon
an intimate understanding  of
huge areas of land.

ODERN day Aboriginal
.ppr&;inn began  when
Wi invaders seized this land
from 1788 onwards,

The British war of conguest
killed the black population
quickly with guns and disease,
and more slowly by destroying
traditional food supplies The
war was driven by the profii
malive,

Wherever  Australian land
could produce profitably for
home or world market, farme
Pastoralists or industrialists se-
tzed it

Although the blacks resisted,
and fought well, they could noj
win the war. By 1850, Euro-
peans had settled more or less
evcry;gﬂu_vahle drea of NSW.

riginal population of
;JbSv\:: P&?.l]lﬁm reguced from
5000 i 1 in 1788 to about

Those who remained had
been driven 1o the geographic
and economic frnges of Aus-
tralian society, People from di-
VEBC aress were rounded up,
dumped on reserves and force
fed on the bible. Later in the
1950, mining in remote arcas

face racial hostility, pov-
erty and 50 percent unemploy-
‘ment. Vanous guvemmcn*»s“m::
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Scene from How the West Was Wore Aborigines reenact the 1946 Pilbara walkout

The long struggle for
land rights

was made profitable by new
technology. Aborigines in these
areas got the shove on ain
They cnded up living on the
fringes of wwns or in big
gheitos like Redfern in 5s
A third of Ausira
mal population now lives in cap
ital cities, bul that doesn’t mean
the land has ceased 1o be a vital
1ssue for them
Most  urban

city

blacks

have
friends and family in outback
arcas. Others are themselves

only temporarily in the cities
And urban Abongines march re-
peatedly for landrights, so it
clearly still matters to them

UT ISN'T this just nostal-

gia? Why don’t socialists,
whe pride themselves on argu-
ing practical strategies, just
urge Aborigines to forget their
origins on the land? Why not
urge them to become part of
today's society, and join the
fight to build tomorrow's better
world?

Firstly, Australia’s black pop.
ulation is already integrated into
the worst aspeets of modern
capitalist society, They live in
capitalist slums, pet arrested by
capitalist cops, die in capitalist
Jails, They have a disproportion
ate share of that peculiarly cap-
italist institution, unemployment

SUBSCRIBE
to Socialist
Action

Secondly, for a long time the
official government policy was
“assimilation”, Local and state
governmenis did — and still do
— withold services from Abo.
riginal communmities livin
former reserves, hopi
sure them to move elswhere (0
“assimilate”. The result is com
munities with no electcity or
sewerage.

Thirdly, Aborigines are well
aware that a large section of
white capitalist society is hostile
10 them, 3

on
2 1o pres

Under these circumstances it

would be the height of arro
gance for socialists — most of
Whom are white — 10 tell Abor

1gines they'd be betier off merg
ing themselves into the social
mamnstream.

_UH CONCEPT of sacial-
ism includes self-
determination.  The working

class can, by liberating itself,
a_\mcrgnle(Iw:ml\din‘mulnrllw
liberation of other oppressed
People. But that doesn't mean
We ram our notion of liberation
down other people’s  throats,
And it doesn’t mean we ask
oppressed people 1o sit back and
Wait while the working class car-
s oul its appointed Lask.

: € support self-determina
10N 50 people in oppressed com
munities ean choose to join an
Mternational  workers'
ment. Aborigine:

move-
5 must have the

ht to the

traditional lifestyle,

to which the land is central, b
fore they can be asked to chonse
the possible benefits of modem
sociely

We alsa support
if oppressed
own demand

we believe the w
I-
Tun, W

to socialism in th

long
also leam a

the sty

great deal fr
the «

Take the strike for higher pay
by black workers in the Pilbara
from 1946 w 1949, This was
probably the hardest fought in

dustrial” disy

history. Ther Ll

itant strikes by the Gurindji peo
ple in the Northern Territory
which won eg pay for Abo
riginal pastoral workers and go
vernment  employees in  the
19608

These struggles, together with
political actions like the demon-
strations at the Canberra Tent
Embassy in 1972 and the “Inva-
sion Day” mobilisation a year
apo show how militantly Abor-
igings can fight

It is important, not just for
their sake but for ours, that
Abarigines should be part of the
fight for socialism. But for that
to be possibl
make the d
rights a non-nego
OUF WD program.

able part of

Eric Petersen

e el

The importance of being ethnic

3 ¢ show “Una faz-
b l:?ﬂ‘:ﬂ'ﬂ" follows in the
w‘o’::teps of the review
f&vn;gs out of work” «'h;ch
d even “Cats™.

ce
Thas froun etile
% s now a style
““'DE humour | 089 the
ssht, In 1989 the

n
in its 0‘:}“ will present
\r{nwsw‘n | “Acropolis

heir

uw‘ . 4 ;
It's no longer & quesLion ﬂ;
Jiking one show or another, hul
\:vlu:l-het such humeour is @ EO

<o To which the answer 1s: u‘
‘.m;ﬁndc on who is doing the
Jaughing:

The pru-mmlun.\l \l)lwi\\l -.\[
“Wogs out of work” was \l_\.L:
on the fact that despite u\} € ;
acist title, it was a show Dy
“wogs' for "woRs

The fist generation of
Greeks, ltalians, Yugoslavs and
oiliers, on top of daing the shit-
work for Australian capitalism
had to bear the added indigmity
of this and other insulting itles
Far their children, the situation
was rather different, if not much
beiter

They escaped their poverty
and political tragedies that drove
their parents lo come here,
their own foreign-ness was reg
ularly rubbed in by racists cal
g them wogs o, Plus they
faced pressure from their parents
to remain loyal to a country
they'd never seen, and uphold a
culture that often meant less 1o
them than their parents dream
ed.

This meant they had not one
not two, but three cultures. They

were  Australians at  school
Greeks (or what have you) al
home, but they found that their

friends were most often Turks or
Yugoslavs fellow “cthmics
sympathised most easily with
casily, They recognised each
ather!

These children are now in
their twenties, and they recog-
nize themselves and their prob,
lems in the “Wops” shows

A culture is strong when it can
laugh at itself. The new genera
uon of “ethnics” know some
things that make them strong
They know that there are lots of
them, they Know that unlike the
“uest workers™ of Europe they
will never be kicked out, and
they know that the dominant
Australian culture can look prel-
Ly funny.

Una razza, una faccia begins
With 4 send-up of Skippy the
bush Kingaroo, When told that
the ranger has fallen down a
Mineshaft with a beam across

is legs, and needs rescuing, our

(15 Tus M

yuppies who
up in an ad for th
drink “Funcooler
in Italian). Anc
the ambiguitics
s in Australia

ught it was odd
the actors Kept
remarks about
Con the Fruiter

Comedy Company)
But it makes sense. When an
Aussie makes jokes about mi-
ts the contract between the
ps” (hemselves is broken.
He's funny, but he's just another

sounds rude

sking superior fun at
er you think the
* shows are funny or not,

the emergence of kind of
humour tells us more about the
dynamics of real life in Austra-
lia than “Crocodile Dundee”
can ever do.

Mark Matcolt

= ad
Football's
bloody ballet

THE DAY a monster ruckman
ranged my ribs during a
school footy game was the day
my carecr in the physically more
itarian game of hockey he-

BOOKS

n.

But the attractions of Austral
jan rules football remained, as
they have for the people who
contributed articles to The Grea-

I EONDESCENBING?)

test Game.

ey celebrate the athleti-
cism, skill, spectacle, excitement,
passion, grace and humour of
me. They honour the
physical side too, but we're e
minded that under competitive
pressures it can lead 1o wiglence.
One writer sums up the game as
“hallet with blood"

The ugly side of football has
worsened since  the  money-
rs stormed the temple of
Aussic Rules, to promote vio
lence on the screen, and 1o st in
concrete the equalion: SUCCESs =
financial survival = big sponsor-
ship — which means winning a

0818,
J”l; doesnt have to be like this
black foothaller Sid Jackson says
that in Aboriginal football, the
emphasis 1S on pl iy
not to win. Enjoyment matters.

=3

ying to play.

White footballers who play
for enjoyment are  outcast,
ormer  Carlton player Brem
C rosswell movingly recalls how
the gentleness and pureness of
Iw.an. of the young Vinnie Co-
laggio meant he was “never go-
ing to make it” with Carlton. He
lacked a bit of “mongrel” 4 hit
of “din”,

Coaches are oy d 1o play-

ers having sex bepg:':the g‘;’:m};
It makes them “languid, reflec-
five, genial” says Crosswell, and
these aren't good attrbutes for
winning premierships, sponsor-
ships, and profits for brewery
OWeTs.

The book slams beer bosses
and other who see a quid in
footy for turning the game into a
razzle-dazzle branch of the en
tertainment industry, and in the
process committing such depre-
dations as uproofing inner-city
working class clubs.

The contributors (academics
and working class players, wom-
en and men) give a varied pic-
tre of football as part opiate,
part badge of proletarian pride
It's distorted like working class
culture generally is under capt
talism, but it remains the
workers' game

Not every reader will agree
with Oriel Gray's sans, who “re-
gard other codes with tolerant
condescension, considering
them necessary steps in the As-
cent of Man® but feotball re-
mains the “Greatest Game”. It
will My higher than today's grea-
fest full forwards, when the
srorkers who make and love the
game can permanently beat off
the capitalist sharks who are
raiding it.

il Shannon
The Greatest Game, Heine-
mann, $20.95 hardback.
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YOU detect just &

:wh of schizophrenia

in the Australian runcﬂor!' to
Emperor Hirohito's death?

Labor leaders back in the 19408

fike Curtn and Evaft wanted to

hang the guy for war cnmutsn,';‘{p.sw

spects. Public inion, as ex-
pressed in letiers l|’n the eddor, is
ided between those who mlﬂd
jirohito personally respansible for
E\Irr:w Jaa:nnase’?var atrocity and
those who say, ‘Forgive and
forget, he was only & figurehead.
champions of lefl and
right nationalism, John Halfpenny
and Bruce Ruxton, have found a
commen audience fo play to in
denouncing Hirohito 1o the anti-
e galle:
O gn with Hironito's
individual guitt has obscured the
wider issues and, as a resuft, Hira-
hito's real rale in history.

ESPITE his claimed descent

from the Sun Goddess, Hiro-
hito was 2 constitutional mo-
narch like the British royals, not
an absolute one.

powerful of the feudal
warlords, in 1868. From then on,
the Emperor was par of the ¢
alist ruling class.

So Hirohito's semi-divine status
was tallored 5 of the
Zaibalsu, the big industrial corpa-
rations ike Mitsubishi, whom Jap-
anese imperialism really served
Hirohito could nol  unilaterally
launch or end the war, though as
a leading member of the ruling
class he cenainly approved the
expansion of the Japanese
empire.

Hirohito knew what his an
were doing from the start
Japan invaded norhem Ci 1
1831, he got firsthand reports from

i a general at the fronl.
Despite atroc: ike the Nanking
Massacre, his only cri m 5
that his generals were not winning
quickly encugh

Bul Ihe West was notinclined lo
crilicise mither. While the RSL s
smoulders loday over the whiles
who died al Changi and on the
Burma raitway, we hear much less
about the ten million Chinese who
died al Japanese hands between
1931 and 1945,

Why? Because the Emergence
of militarism in Jagan, and fasc
in Germany, ftaly and Spain — the
response of ruling classes that had
missed amndh the scramble for
Bmpires and were galvanizi
their slale machines Pw a nalrv‘?-
pagn of plunder — suited Allied
Interests in the thinies

LY when Japan began 1o

threaten British interests in
Asla, and Germany did likewise
in Europe, did the Allies sudden-

iscover that “democracy’”
had to be defended. Only after
the attack on its colonial out-
post at Pearl Harbor in 1942 did
the US come to the same
conclusion.

medial

Al the height of

vealed two raaso

sion. One was that injuring Hir
might stir up the p

though 120,000

wouldn't)

The other reason made m
sense. The US wanted to
Hirohito alive for the period
he war, as a figure of autho ity to
prevent Japan from eollapsing into

(read: workers' r
The White House had obio
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in the Allied
be i thy

the challengers
the victors in fhis
Little wonder that
sitalist opinion s

struggle
Westel

e bean ri
pial, but they we
/@ than running

huge injections of a

ihrealening  than

workers' movement

IROHITO was not the only
tyrant kepl in power by the
Allies.
Yoshida Shigeru became
pan's Prime Mj
1954, de:

MacArthur; used Hirohita 1o
hold down the workers

comrades were all
back ino power afer briel
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FRAME-UPS

w

Kerry still
on charges

THE POLICE frame-up of
Nemadzivhanani, re-

in Australia of the

Pan Africanist Congress, has

Despite the cops jackboating
their way through his home and
stripping 1t bare, they've had to
drop charges that he was asso-
ciated with the fire-bombing of
South African and US embassy
cars because of a lack of
evidznce.

However they've continued
with trumped-up arson and as-
sault charges agamst Kemy
Browning, another anti
.aparlheid campaigner, hoping to
antimidate_political activists in
the ACT. The charges carry pri-
son sentences of 5 or more years.

For some time now the police
have been demanding more
powers. They even ran a candi-
date in the ACT elections on the
law and order issue. Only the
cops s.l;md 10 gain from the fire
bombings — they can frame ac-
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tivists and use the bombings to
boost their law and order
crusade.

The Supreme Court will hear
the charges on 17 April. Local
anti-apartheid campaigners and
others are meeting every second
Saturday, 2 pm, in the Lefi Bank
Cafe in Griffith to plan action in

support of Kerry

JUDGES

Staples
gunned

UNION militants and lefties
have long demanded, “Abolish
the bosses™ court!™. And now the
basses” court, the Conciliation
and Arbitration Commission
has been abolished. Not by
workers' siruggle, bui ll|muy,h
being replaced by the new Fed-
eral Industrial Tribunal.

Of the existing 44 commis-
sioners, 43 were appointed to the
new (ribunal. The odd man out
was Jim Staples.

Jim Staples: heart
in the right place

As 4 young marxist, Staples
denounced post-war Lahor PM
Chifley for sending troops 1o
break a coal sirike. “By word
and deed | supported 1he min
ers” he later recalled. He was
driven out of the Communist
Party for circulating a copy of
Khrushehey's secret speech’ de
nouncing Stalin,

As 4 Commissioner he con
\;Puzd 0 cause trouble. In
1975 ¢ase involving BHP he re
commended the COmpany pay a
d crew expenseés to resolve a
ake. The company reneged

I les lashed out, saying of
his recalpmendations: 5
i, then twisi slowly in
dead and despised as a
10 the commission of the
of persuasion by a public
=onty  upon  those  wha
zealously uphold the priviieges of
Property and who roise the
prerogatives of the master over

a

- fhage of our cinzens whose lot
falls tor be their empl

Then in 1980 Staples gave
wool industry workers pay nscs
of $12 10 §15. They were re
duced to 58 on appeal and a 13
week strike ensued. And later
atill he recognised that “There is
no such thing as cither a single
or a free market for labour in
this country .. and never has
been since convicls were first
padlocked  together and
whipped under the law

lim Staples was a reformist,
who hoped that from his position
he could change aspects of so-
ciety. He said he wanted to
“gombat stress and relative so-
wial deprivation at the hottom
end of the earnings scale

By 1980, the year that he
denied wage rises were prevent
mg economic recovery there
were calls for his resignation
Because he wouldn’t quit and
couldn’t be sacked, commission
President Sir John Moore simply
refused to give him any real
work. Barry Maddern did the
same when he took over from
Moore

Mow the government thinks it
hus found a way to get rid of the
one judpe who actually e
dies the much-touted judicial
independence” of capitalism
Staples comments: “The reputa
tion of the commission as an
independent body .. 1s now at an
end”

If's0, we're pleased. That rep
ulation was a lie. And the new
Tribunal will be a bosses’ court
Just like the Commission was

£% %

Blacks rally,
Hawke dallies

-"\E\-I'.RM, hundred  blacks
from around Australia staged a
profest at the opening of Parli-
ament on 1 March, along with o
small group of white supporters.

They raised three demands: a
treaty between black and white
Australia, more

DEMOS

consultation

about the ATSIC legislation, and

mare dction about black deaths
N custody.

And they insisted

AT ROSA's Bookstore,
af:grlm: Frida

MEn, migranis
Abariginal land
Sunday aftern

SociAusT W Action
Don’t miss our Easter school!

Brisbane, 50 Baynes St, West End. i
'y evening social, Saturday morning: panel on blacks,
rsiar:.d gays. Salurday afternoon: US blacks,
M'E |:’l. !iunday morning: why we fight for liberation
eology and oppression; how to fight back.

Bob Hawke come py
to them by 3pm,
ed o dpim
Shorty Q'Neill
demands, ¢

I and

M alk
a deadling laey
' Hawke
meet his promise (o |lrn\|q-L k
sources for consull L
blacks, to work
ments for a Tr
power to be

10N dmy,
it their require.
. He calicd fi
N [0 Aborigy

legal services nationally (o o
that justice is done, and the ‘:

Ler

is of Aborigines Proteeied
o

demonstration ended

with burning of the Ausir|

ian flag, and with Bob Hayke
still unsighted.
CANBERRA w

ALP flops in
poll fiasco

WO DAYS hefore the ACT
local electi 200 students
rched against the amalgama-
tion of two tertiary institutions.
They chanted:
Merge th

resulls suj
students’ chant was
listic. Both major par

election

that the

a quarter voted

o self

will have either five or
mhly of 17.

support of the R
{a middle of the re
the Fair Elect

rouf
Coalition (I
The Liberals are

| s,
ilso  talking tw the T
groups about coalition. 1
Labor-Liberal coalition is not
out of the quest

The swing a the major
partics does nol represent @
move 1o the left. The leader of

aroup allegedly has links
with the neo-nazi League of
Rights

DEADLINES for next issue: €ary
deadline: 7 April Late deacline
14 April. Send copy to the editor's

hame address

g

1S JUST like campue
the 1960s" said one lecturer
at the occupation of the
Queensland Uni student un-

jon building
Is not just nostalgia. The
inst the National

ccutive has aw

will ess o

with the execu

4L77. T8

thugs illegs
waorkers, St
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Cops get stuck into protesting|
Melbourne Uni students

book appear

gap the first edinor
hecause it contained ¢
criticisms of her

She then set about 1

e

week. The response from first-
students was magnificent
of them, over 90 percent of
ed out of the

i an EAG

the
400

meelir
drew

organizing
Monday

1800
the audience, wa
VC's address Lo atte
forum on free edu

| fem cupy
el of six bouncers

start Took

firm, students

vay into the build-

ronted Brazil, de- organ
esign. Following uale 14
jpation, a meeting of 1982 The stude
1500 students voted almi ted, initially 1700 stro ol 4

840 late fee slapped on

the universily adminisiraion
On & March, 200 Melboume

Uni students met and marched

animously for the resig
the executive

IR CHerCOMNS Given the way students have

1 affilial 3

e AR heen mobilising against the Nu- o alerd
[ tional Party, they're likely to be (o the Admin FE 80 P
R interested in organising et M e
it cded MY fhe voluntary student union bill e b 1

kb the Nat are i OB S : :

that at the election ' occupy the Adman building
1 " march on parliament might bea  O¥ECR? s
o be an apolitical ':”'1"["”""' L The registrar called police
o 4 Pubmer ot the campus, and the cops
tions, st i - in great numbers with

i
divvy” vans and mounted units
17 siudents were arresied in the
esulting battles,
re none 00

n calling 1o
) e and for
.. Constitutionally

w

Boycotts and

GRADTAY e vourse of the
and the police we
pentle about it
= 400 student

but she showed her
on-lookers dem

contempt for  democracy by Hile
cliiming the signatures were onstrated their anger at s -
danming b e 10 ac. €MOS GO ON  jice methods and the solidarity
cept the petition i with the oecupiers, by "'?‘k""{- A
This led 600 students to rally  IN THE fight st the ter- hum..n_h.urrw‘\c and I mbmu
outside the umion building. We  tiary fax, students are showing a difficult as possible for

Jot of determination as the battle cops 1o get their divvy vans off
enters its third ye

decided action was needed, and
we occupicd the union building
on 2 March, Brazil then ga-

is expecied to

most active campuses a5 part of the

begin N

thered some support from con- been LaTrabe and k

ave so far been LaTrobe and e
seyative N 60 Srughivplaye: apites el Day af Action set for
ers” came 1o the occupation 10 22 Murch

LaTrobe's Education Action

Group activists decided to o

+ boyeott of their Vice-
or's address orientation

In Canberra 10
150 people rallied
sralian National

kick heads, They showed their
slyle by kicking one woman in
the face punching other

and nise

carly March, ~ to the bank
at the Aus-
University. then

marched to the Civic Centre 10
protest against amalgamation of
the ANU with the Canberra
CAE and the Institute of the
Arts, "No amalgamation on the
cheap” was the slogan. The
amalgamation if part of Daw-

kins® restructunng. i
Meanwhile the Union of St
15, controlled by Labor Party
A

deni
students, have been pursul
High Court challe
the HECS legislation.

This is despite the opinion of
aleading QC that the chances of
winn e very slim

Socralist Action has obtained &
copy of the advice, and it con
firmts our fears: the QU says that
even if the tax aspect of the
Jegislation is thrown out. the up
front fees part could be enacted
separately,  He even asked
whether his clients politically
wanted that scenaro

But 1 may be just what the
ALP They won't gel
rmuch revenue from the tax for
Jong time. Up-front fees would
bring them cash henefits much
sooner. The main reason they
have gone for a tax to be pa d
Jater is that they can argue iLs
fairer; that graduates with well-
jpaid jobs can afford it

But wouldn't they be pleased
if NUS found a way o el !Ju-
tax thrown oul, while leay .
{he way clear for up-front fees?
Dawkins would €y all the way

aguinst

wants

“Michael Doogan nd
Jeff Goldhar
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§ THE ALP running
red'!

Losing gavemment in NSW
was a blow, but it could be
blamed on Barry Unsworth's
Jack of personal appeal

Then the Cain and Dowding
goverments just barely scraped
back inio power. In fact, the
VEDC scandal had been ex-
pased befare the poll. John Cain
would now be enjoying early
relirement

Add in the trade problems he-
selting the federal governmen
and complaints by the employ
ers that “micro-reform” in in-
dustry s stalled, and Bob Hawke
has grounds to be worried

He brought forward the utter-
ly empty housing summit so he
could be seen to be doing some.
thing about the ersis in housing.
One sop to the masses. z

Now he has made a second,
desperate gesture 1o the rich and
privileged, by reviving the pri
valisation debate

It seems like only yesterday
that Hawke and Keating were
savaaing the “ugly, unaccepta-
ble word privatisation” when it
was first raised by the Liberal
Party. Then they began to like
the idea, and proposed it at last
year's ALP conference.

It bombed, so they used a tried
and true medns of burying it
appointing 4 commitiee, Th
commiliee has met only once
then, and ALP members proba-
bly thought the whole issue was
dead.

But as the country’s cconomic
problems mount, the Labor

leaders once again look for new
policies from their
source of inspiration: the ideas of
the Liberal Party

Admittedly, Hawke's prop
als are more modest than John
Howard’s. Howard wants to flog
off the two government airlines
the Commonwealth Bank, Aus
sat, OTC, Medibank Private, air

ot terminals, the Smowy
Mountains Engineering Corpo-
ration, the Pipeline Authority
and the Australian National
Line,

Thus far, Hawke is just talk-
ing about partial privausation of
Qantas and Australian Airlines
But il he gets that, more will

surely follow

AWKE says it’s the best
way 1o raise new capital for
capital-  starved airlines.
Whether this is true is a tech
nical argument. It's more inter
esting (o ask: why
lines starved for
answer is that delit
ment policies have 1

s0. Let's look at the hi
Australian  Airlines  (formerly
TAA

c that by

In October 1957 Reg Ansen
1ok over ANA, and the g
keep a

the two airlines.
TAA was instructed to «

traditional

“Let
- Me marry her, Mr Menzies, or |'ll do it

" In the 19508, TAA was

Its competitors wanted to merge with it.
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inferior aircraft, and was forbid-
den o operate within individual
States.

TAA's avenues for
capital were restricted sUC
cessive governments milked the
airline by drawing excessive di
vidends. From 1960 10
there were no injections of cap:
ital into TAA.

Despite these problems, TAA
perated y. A

ey

you
the advaniages Anse
its dominance of sh
“the striking feature of the
indicators is their

Iy.

If TAA/Austral
go it would be m successfu
than Ansett. That's why for all
their talk of “ineflicient” public
enterprise.  Hawke's  business
mates would gueue up to buy 1t

E DON'T imagine there is

gressive about enterprises run
by the capitalist state,
 They can be appi
ficient, because
cratic
fun rail

Their workers often have poorer
pay than the private sector. And
the recent public service “re
forms™ have completely demor
alised large numbers of povern
menl employees

UL privatisation will mean
more than a change of owner-
ship. It is & means to put new
Pressures on workers. Job secur-
1y will be jeopardised, condi
1i0ns eroded, unions attacked

Services will only be main
lained if they're profitable, and it
will be harder for consumers to
PUL pressure on a private sector
management,

s from our
the nch

wernment cur

ne 1¢ nug
rern 1s It 1S enle
For th reason, SOC
privatisation. Bul

F WE want to solve the eco
nomic problems of this coun-
try, a critical look at public en-

enised this, @

industrial
participation’
workers' idea
But the resulis
poor. | heard an academic not
lo talking about a big

ng
plant where he'd studied one
these schemes in operation. Be
cause workers didn't have T
controf over their situation,
either didn't generalc 1
ideas or they couldn't be
thered passing them on. Pr
hardly improved at all
workers" control of
dustry can really make it effi-
cient, But that opens up the
prospect of socialism und (he
Labor Party, despite occasional
disclaimers, is an enemy of
socialism.

Tom O Lincolrt

R
e
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The Mujihadeen: reactionary politics

Afghans brace for the next
round of fighting

troops entered the country

t Amin was killed
and then accused of bei
replaced by a
more pliable puppet of Moscow,
Babrak Karmal. Karmal was lat-
er replaced by the current leader,
Najibullah

AHE DEPARTURE of the
1 Jast Russian troops from
Afghanistan marks the final
defeat in a war rightly
dubbed “Russia’s Vietnam™,
Socialists can greet this de-
feat with some enthusi
‘When Mosco

tensively for was initially well-  anislan’s provinces were in oper
intentioned. In 1978 when the revoll
People’s Democratic Party of
Afghanistan  (PDPA) seized
power in a military coup, Algh
anistan was a desperately poor
and hackward country.
1

THER than trying fo win agents. He

over the rural population
politically, the government re-
sorted to military measures, Air
strikes leveled whole vil

e In the he regime With the eniry of Russian
itsell was Fac- troops, the civil war rapidly be
tional warfa ame a of national libera-
PDPA. Those tion against the foreig
luck Five citics rose in revolt

the oceupying [roops
1980, only to be crushed.

UT AS the war dragged on
and the chances of victory
by either side became ingcreas-
ingly remate, the Russians and
their puppets attempted a polit-

burning of

A nd the "

wime i  refom by AR e where hermecels Sl sthilon IS i
u fend their im the great esates,  Sr0p8 18 UL ol Then i President Nt worked
peralist po n Asia. Inpu " December thousands of Russian for a snational reconciliation

Equal rights were de
all tribes

But the PDPA f
lemma of @ who try 1o
reform society from Its
ed and termified the

it
ed the di

eft behind
seople

fecrees cf
dead (for the loss of 15 fio
1 {for i old ruling class and its suppor
sign troops), includi it
Toips), ML \ers. And while many of the

thousands of civilians

reforms were popular with ordi-

lion in exile in Iran and P ¥
on in exile in Irar : nary people, the workers and
and another four milli A
L e g peasants were nat act
Ly il e I L8 bilized to implement th
in a population o 5
his in @ popu looked on, more or less passive

million

The economy is in ruins and
city dwellers are in danger of
starving in great numbers

The reforn povernment
that the Russian propped up for
sks weaker than  ser

observers think  for T
1«

Iy, as the vernment battled
with the landlords and money-

lenders

When the religious leaders
came out in support of the con:
itives, they swung the 1ssue
any of the faithful, who
up arms against the Kabul
Within a year of the

ever, and mo
i's o its last leg

regime
3 - - so-called April g ing for a miracle?
REGIME the Kremlin  PDPA coup (1he st I\l:.'l:\:i}-;ll ajiullah n the mosaue: praying of
1o kill s0 & Revo ) fully SOCIALIST ACTION — PAGE 5




Tights

cember. An eagle-eyed
cop happened fo peer
over a back fence and
see . @ coupe

dreaded marijuana

planis!

Time passed. Then two
days afler Operation
the
raided the said house and
sezed the said dreaded
weeds. Add one arrest to
the MNoah  slatistics.
Wonder how many more
busts the cops saved up
1o infiate the Noah suc
cess slory?

Top secret
REMEMBER how Foreign
Minister Gareth Evans got
2 High Court injunction
ainst Brian Tochey last
ovember, claming his
Eye magazine was about
to expose an ASIS agen!
and imperil his Ife? And
how the Eye had already
circulated around Parlia-
men the day before with
Iy

no such story?
That oock-ug wasn'
enough for Evans, o

seems. He decided that
Wiliam Pinwell, who is
co-authoring a book on
ASIS with gfouhey. must
e}su.be kept quiet about
m‘ endangered” agent
0 works. in Canberra,
by the way)
There ‘was just one

i ha won $1.4
I::QM nam’;,r union in the

ot nearly so legal minded
of others.
on his

Mudginbarm station —
to the aboniginal Jabiluka

stif makes $500,000 from
a mr‘}\ ﬂ :‘L 2 maonth, 0 m.i' not a‘;xzcgg
hroke. ahoniginal owners are logking at
action lIM t:‘:‘buk rant. WDndwnng the New
Right will rally behind their cour case

calch. Pinwell didn' ne-

Noah's Aarghh! 1 comly now wno %
WE WONT name W2 g ol meant to expose
acaopoictne QY 55 5 Foreign Afairs
L s flunky had to reveal to
e para?!mg Pinwell who it was, so that
o HT;J,LMES Ol 80 he could then sign an un-
inner.

dertaking nol to reveal the
name! Slrange indeed are
the demands of “natonal
sacurity

Bush wacker

AMERICAN Presiden
George Bush has made
greal play of his war sel
vice racord as a bomber
pilol. He was d
and claims he delivered
old his

his bomb load,
crew fo baill out and
lumed the plane out fo

sea to give them more

time belore  jumping
himself

A rear gunner in the
plane just 100

ahead of Bush's says tr
atihe first sign of being hit
Bush leapt 1o safety, leav-
ing his two crew members
to die.

Lay preachers?

CATHOUC dioceses across Canada

liability insurance fo protect themselves from sexial
assauli charges brought a
compare it lo doctors’ malpractice insurance.

quite et
lerms of the current law. It
depends on where your

how much you can get
away with "

gainst their clergy. They

Drunk as a lord
SEEMS Bill Hayden jsn't the only Labor “republican
with the tastes of a Sir John Kerr

Al last month's Parliamentary piss-up farewelling Sir
Ninny hens, one ALP backbencher got so “tred
and emotional” he couldn't even remember his ad
dress in Queanbeyan. His frustrated taxi-driver spent
two hours exploring the. blackblocks in the dead of the
night before dumping the Labor lush back at Parlia-
ment House in disgust

We hear Bill Hayden put him up for the night in his
spacious Vice-Regal liquor cabinet

Fighting words
COMMUNIST Party offi-
cial Laurie Carmichasl
these days packs all the
punch of a box of wel
Kleenex
The Austraiian Left Re-
him what
one o close
lax loopholes
which allowed the Bond
Corporation to pay one
cent in the dollar fax on

May we quote

5340 million profit you?

't think i's as sim-
ple as paopla try 10 make I'VE been tryi
out they not (all} just some news |

es. Some of
t write-offs are
maie within the

Y go job:
someone would put me
on the air. | wish | knew
what my schedule’s going

e
t

company is domiciled, tobe
where the negalive in- — US Vice President Dan
come is deposited, and  Quayle

ALL of them are dem
cratic, but there are
grees of democr.

— Acling assistant US
MAVEREOUgH - crag Secretary William
Clark, which «

lonesia, Malaysia,
pore, South Korea

FROM PAGE 5 w
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Afghans

on i il ight.
i ey right-wing

The land reform forei i
h process was  foreign  loyaliies,
m@d and the government antagonisms.
OveRures fo right wing  The council quick) c
[rl‘lhllabﬂsr;“ﬂﬁlluda:g II;: hl'mnel king. into u;uabblini- facyti:::dp;;j
as
ihe b uvr cclared 10 be  boycotts, and only barely |

posed as a good Muslim,

None of this could offser the

5 of society, The “sacred
religion” of Tstam was sl::c be
ebw:rvuri,aMNijihullah hirmsell

outcome, the sufferings of the
Afghan people are far from over

€ recent national council of
the Mujahideen revealed how
deeply divided the movement is.
The opposition is a jumble of
religious differences, conflicting

ment in exile

£
aged o aree on a president and ey
pnme minister for its govern-

A new civil war after — or

nostalgia for the old days, but
this just puts them on a collision
course  with today’s

social
realities

After 10 years of war, the
country is no longer a sleepy
feudal backwater. It is not at all
clear that the Afghan people will
Just accept the reimposition of
1!le landlords, moneylenders and
Jlencs 1o their old positions of
B that women and eth

minorities will accept their
old, subordinate place in society.

We welcome the military de-

ethnic

cred

L feat of th,

! : L& even before — the fall of 1 Lol the Russians, because we
ment's subse; i all of the A L
Ussian masters, anr;“m"?r:;& Ka:.;g] regime, s entirely ?ﬂf‘;ﬁ the Afghan have (o de

okt ssible, eI I
jl:;:élheﬁmujahmm have re- PQE = 8 Olitside ?;gﬂf:\‘"r.') without
SIS0 are sy BYEN IE the Mulahideen can  workers of pojare g oL
govemment ?:oliﬂ{:uver their differences, they Eastern Eurap:;:nm and other
Whatew a govern as effectivel: couniries are
- o6 the final milltary  they have fought. They tha)red:: i‘lf;mz_l::ng\-ng. the benefits, as
'AGE & — SOCIALIST ACTION lemands for change

Shalter Victorid -

t
i
i
B
8
g

ing more than chicken feed

n using groups demand someth

Housing: tl',l
‘prosperity

e perils of

What alternative do socialists

n to soar, starting with existing properties.
As the price of older houses ruse, people
to the new housing market,
and the demand for land pushed lot prices

straliz =am’” fum into
T 1S a bitter irony. Side by side we Australian drear

And this in the midst of

t construction of new
houses is slowing down, and the bad
news that tens of thou

HY DID the housing industry become

But the boom continued because there
of investors ready to take their

The evele of booms and busts is typica
n. The housing uptum over the past
le of years has been part of thi

just bought §15,222 worth

from Scala leathergoods?

found il harder to rent one.
le, middle and upper class peo-
affluent under the Hawke

cuts that Labor has made

200! ng people have no place to live
without 20,000 young people have no p

much about ths

b

One private consultant sa
could be as high as 70,000
pirls are raped in refuges, and

another country
But
have any sympathy for the reac:
tionary politics of the hi
deen, On the
hope that wil
vaders
workers and peasants
arms of reactional
v

1 money for food. Those

they keep wandening and they die young

particularly vulnerable. In

one third of homeless young people

contacted by social workers were black

Their situation is becoming more desperate
ar

ns to the west, Sydney 15
uitably located land for

ites was quick to. take &

i
ak down, under the impact of

to them can finally
The plight of the homeless is only the
( of a housing crisis that
now grips large sections ol
working class families can no longer altol
10 buy dwellings, or if they can, it means &

to Socialist
‘Action
B g I




3 i higher  petty landlords {many
o Wi Tu|kcy.Vugos\uvmandIreﬂ"q had a hig Yy 5 (many of the
Y hmwn icp.(: achieve some  percentage of hu“s';:md’ “‘;Tmﬁ [hﬂrl'w]“ “1!“\]“‘ _|':‘u1| Thelr SavinES :““‘U?lu:;\:hum"
: capitalist system, b homes. And although Austraiia as a fairly  erty) will have to be tolerate frop
08t savings g?mhmzmmy?ndlnnt{ high proportion — around 70 percent, this  tenants know they have ﬁ?n:: I privay, ARE. TOO mﬂ&q SOCMLISTWAWJW
idual homebuyer, higher 153 postwar development. available as an alternative, tiey ""i\em ly ApY 2
n 1947 just under 45 percent of house-  much better position to demgn will e iy, HERQ{M =

and e,

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

density housing 10 3 iven arca does not
lduneﬂwdlinggmmgmimfnr the simple  holders owned their awn_homes
reason that any plan 0 build such housing Wit another § percent paying off mortages .
in a given area will cause land prices to nse Twenty years later the percentage owning T(I}[)‘\\ + public housing has g fyq
Vi
(0]

outright,  resist rent hikes

Dém,
Mg

mmediately. outright had fallen 1031, while those paying "artly this is because it loses
So it's more Likely that Greiner's plans off mortgages rose (o nearly 35 percent ‘et ironically, this once wasn'{ try,
will simply be @ means 0 develop the inner In 1947 the number renting was broadly E nally, entry into a Housip {
areas, close to the harbour, as & trendy zone  similar to the number owning. But over the  sion house or flat was mcu'n{![. Qi
for yuppies. It will he an excuse neglect  following twenty years \he percentape of  after that there were no further “LL d, by
the working class suburbs out west private tenants fell by more than half. and many tenants” incomes m,’,“.m“?-
This would widen the gap betwecn richer In those two décades, fewer people You paid rent based on the un.: TE' e
and poorer regions within Sydney Census  achieved the dream of really owning their  and maintaining your dwellin : 'Ioh buky
{7 show that between 1981 and 1086, own home. But large numbers of working  paid for it "y E: 1N Syslem

We fight for socialism: the creation of
a classless society in which the eceno-
my will be demaeratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key

decisions about economic and social ‘

the proportion of high-income families prew  class ho uscholds switched from paying rent Then the 1975 Poverty Ing
by between 26 and 98 percent in the scenic (0 I ing off a bank loan out that most public tenants P 1 L']‘“- Courtries "‘ke Aussia and China are [
i ot Ihe ureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real soeialism. |

bayside suburbs, while the proportion of For a time after the war, govemment  poverty line. Given that there we;
Jow-income families rose by a similar policy concentrated on building public ren people waiting for publi L‘?‘ S
amount in the west. tal stock to cope with the housing shortages seemed unfair the ,\\;-,,. ‘D‘WE \i
Sydney is a classic case of how the rich of the time, Then the policy changed sharply ~ “market rent”. Your rent H sl

grow richer under Labor, and the poor grow  With the Commonwealth State Housing & similar dwelling would ",\‘,N'J“"““'
poorer. Under Greiner's Liberals, the patten  Agreement of 1956, Govemnments tumed  private market L,:-uu..-\-;\ ». N
i& continuing. their allentions lo promoting owner-  Eola re ¥ poor people the
oecupied housing, This forced the better-off tenants out of

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The expe-
4 rience of Labor in power hias shown the
uld only survive if | bankruptcy of atiempts to tinker with the
r democratisation of existing capitalist system The capitalists
5 actually controlled wil not allow a peaceful, parliamentary |

That kind of system
it was part of a wid
work

\hat we seldom hear about.
It especially suits youn
it yet ready to shoul

R ALL the talk of an Australian There were no major policy differences  public T and it hecame aren’
. dream, there isn't anything particularly  3bout this between ihe major partics, al- elto”. But with a |\‘..|,L,\u,H v St mongage and who us {he siate machine could we be sure that } road o ocS Their Stale is a weapon
“m]n 'l'm:"lg‘_;‘aﬂl Iln]:nlc I!Te_nune_rsh p. \t-n-m-:-h_ the 1956 poliey shift reflected the  poor tenants, all Elaimin, ,L;KF:[;(" : lion at the hands of T funds wouldn't be cut off from dissident of class rule, and must be smashed |
& such varied countries as rightwing ideology ymeal of the Menzies  fem began to lose mof And tod i quits pensioners who can't At 1 Mass Workers' Party
regime. The State Which maintained the  are i ensiot hon i chINe e | o who think it's too late in life The construction side would need 1o be A Mz oL |
strongest commitment (o public housing  public housing. We e |Ih- =5 out @ 25-year mortgage, or who ne demogratised 0. A big public housing \Workers need a revolutionary party. |
was conservarlve-un South Australia. both worlds. e worslof | 1 accomodation. Many of these O ram could be the fis sep fo civilisng (1 The Working class cannol make a revolu- |
~ Governments promoted home ownership The old system had its faults. But oee points apply (o people with disabiities the mesidential building industry. Under ca 2 { ion through spontansous upheavals. The
i Ihc.ku_\ to affluence for ordinary Austral- ~ lesson is clear if |‘l|"\|l\\ hm‘hi;\‘ﬁ -L‘\l et Newly arrived migrants are discovening — jialism, unionisalion of the workforce \quI\;] bosses are organised, and we need io |
e, ;:"‘:JHLlltl\lftjulﬂlllh:-u:\dkurn e a middle- mass scale, and was & nom these \dn,»\‘ﬂ\ald‘_”'l"" g e much (e85 e the starting point. That would allow usto 2:[9;";2'? 13‘3m§;?g:g;$“;“§g“m§;,°g‘u'?; |
y orking elass. Today,  option for workers on an ord n‘-.lwgh e i improve safety conditions. { At present, sub- the siruggles being waged an e job and {
an they onee contracting is the norm, and waorkers aren't around socil protes! 1SSUES- Tomormaw

most of society accepts S v
of society accepts it as desirable system woul ir more vial k j
E ers who

We could have more housing f

them out, as it d really organised ) e must craate a mass workers: party [0

the pocr g
move from place to place picking fruit or
. : And of course, we wouldn't forget the jead the struggle for socialism

UT THE promotion
: of owner-  an i hag
Bucuqra on is economic nonsense. The L“W;I‘ ‘:Ihﬁ"llN‘ |I| 1% I""J"l—" and the sys shearin; s
- em would still come oy 1 3 5 i i he parasiles : 3
most_econumic suceessful countries over-  way Ll o B! And despite all the disadvantages im land development industry. The Pamsre Internationalism
seas such as Japan, West Germany and the What | ) posedd on our public b . the Curme inhab that sector of the economy would
AR . at losses it made would be more than k 5 = . the fizst to have assets seized. / i
e el I e Y D 5 it made would be i h-ﬂ. financing system, a cost-benefi be the first to have their assets seized. A We are internationalists. The working i
e allering savings to society, as (he published last year by the NSW g scarce resource like urban | il should mever class exists in all countries, and the strug- i
| 1k Analysts in those societies often point our  were reduced ed with private OWNersiy found that benefits to the community be controlled by privale ope gle for socialism k“:w? :ucr:::‘ﬂnr:a;:):‘r\:;
Il:_.,[ .\'“Hurrmrll"‘\cd Boiiéing is a major z weigh costs by at least 50 percent Under a socialist povemment, workers grs. A socialist lev:l:JY\UU R o
ll}‘l’;m nalu’\m] |L‘.0nu“l“.\. . D EVEN e Tedayi SN Clearly a system of mass public houst would run the construction industry demo- :"'-"D“";mﬂ‘r i‘;gﬁrﬁ;"or " will fal. For these
using absorbs over a third of all ne 2 b . - ) h would be the corc of The bigger build ompanics 1o ! de
g e n ew are many hene ic i + ) B c ally. The bigger butlding &84 ns we are buiding a worldwie
capial formation in Austala cies, AL 3 ¥ benefits from publichousite policy. But here we enc e b nationalised under workers reasans i and wa oppose measures 12
| T uT inr: ien investment in productive indus reason _wh_\ the public sector has a bad  yrol. The little builders, many of whom arc Talactonsm which um the ‘workers of
| s s Just recovering from a long slump, it name: far (oo many people have come Up  virtually workers \hemselves, would be per- niry against others. Only under
s vital that dwell P y i one couniry ag P
SD“{.‘INN‘T ™ Bl tiel clling investment isn't wasted against callous government bure Is 4 (not coerced) 10 form cogpeniives o dwide socialsm can \here bé an end
ous ?ur:l\l;\lt home ownership has a tremend Tenants have seen their ally they would be persuaded [0 { po year and e el of ruclell nw;:ni
Sum‘-ﬁr ALTION EErii: ‘;‘t}ut];fl “::‘[ihum:n. This is mostly ;u;m;ll.\um\l\u.x.ula..m tike ages. There 4f€ erge into the public sector. e end to the abuse of the envird
4 c /¢ around, and conse- alot of working ¢ ass people who remember lised, and as .
uentl e s ' - SE= : % The banks w ould be nationaliss g c
i . AND NoBoBY ity a.:!d:;ul-” buy and sell their home I.]"”f \I\I.&umn of their neighbourhoods by (o' eople stll needed home Tansthey ) Liberation from Oppression
e by ¢ » Commissio 2 it bas
KETS HVRT i Buying and selling | |IL e of the Housing Commission  youid be provided on @ pom-profit Dot We fight for liberatien and against e
| i \'U)‘dﬁung g Eg _.m you in for con nm\m]_ﬂu POSIWAR years. The obscenity where a }‘l“rmmenl _b;mt oppression ! women, blacks, migrans
, agents' commissions, and IJ nd you \‘\nl\ have to scan the innet like the Commonwealth makes a profit out and gays. Al of these forms of opprassion
suburban skyline of Melbourne or Sydney (0 uld be ende A ased (o divide the working lass The

of siruggling homeowners WO ! |

Over time, workers owning thete own | fignt aganst them iS ai essential part if
c| cements 1o Join ilding a united revolutionary movemen |

home would be given inducem puilding @ [ il

the socialised system And until & humant They can only be en ewa"w

eystem of social welfar made paverty ob- capialism and building S

wodation would

see just what architectural monsirosities go
veriment planners produce. The old high
rise flats are so despised that governments
have tried ta bury the name “Housing Com
mission” which people associated with

bank charges on re-fin,
L ~financing. This is a
‘ SOCIALIST , f.o.‘"n the drain from mmmy'sfmim e ‘w\\c:I
GVEN WOrse: 1L ZOES 10 sustain a parasitic

A cr‘an -~ layer of people, most notably estate agents

These peaple then form very effective lob-

Wissues 57 bying groups like
20 issug ving groups like the Real Estate Insti
Mame 5. . .513 make suf 9 e Institute to s Jete. expanded crisis accor G .
e c-aumg?.?:l-'.?'f.“.i'“”‘"‘ dares to seriausly e “Ulflt. t;:,[:.:“;\e:”;d:- “heads of all those Socialist Action -
Akigan; L B R AT Hel KR ERE o are for Socaiist Action. 16 OO
e izeable public rental sysiem w TN/ ONE wanis that kind of “socialism,  homeless peop for SO he world the poi!
b, i avoid thesed problems. Peaple could ikl But'a public housing sector controlled  PORtEHES about f ol good just AICHEL L st theory and prope.
’ i, T move from flat o flat through Bimply democratically by fenants would be another  Todak, such a situation ST L, is o chand® iy meaningtu 1 ey are a
e 8 i referral service. L@ simple story, distant dream. But then for a lot lm“" Daﬂd:‘ﬂ“wn_mm " nians, social mave- ‘
n':.,‘:,”“ o T e Public housing can also he used If the layout, location and financial struc having @ decent home is ! 'E‘m itis ﬁ:‘;ms and wherever people 3”&9“‘;‘1‘2&
B 10 S0 ) Ay the ‘worst abuses 1 he g ool e i MR indér tha comitral:of the e ailistant deetrE Fo B e e worid, soialisis e L g [
private rental peaple who were going to be living in the  going to be harder n;ﬂ hﬂﬁ:‘g‘“mmhi,,g for @ BORNL I hat's where you Wert 255 |
ur heads without d join us today! |

e

dwellings, the eyesores could be stopped  over auf ol

Before heyre. it snd tenants nghts  about getting rid of cap ism. rd Emerson
would be guaranteed. S

market. Socialists are for
- :\.n:]e;l?[. the big Iandlumsel;::ni ll";fe p:;:?n
o least, we recognise that thousands of

i _Rﬂ
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ASTERN  Eurape
Echmging fast.

Hungary a_government
sp:;;imad ga?mmilm declares
that the 1956 insurgency was a
gentine popular uprising. rather
than a fascist pumh;s] the f:r-

L al mythelogy has
gime’s tradition: ok

i1, Multi- party elegtions are
posed (within certain limitsl.

In Poland, General Jaruzelski
holds talks with Lech Walesa,
and the government comes out
and admits that the notorous

Waorld War 2 massacre al Katyn

was committed by the Russians

and not (as long claimed) by the

Nazis.

Yet while the pulmc_nl reforms
go ahead, ihe cconomic situation
pets more desperale. Hungary's
feaders announced the new line
on 1956 at the same time that
they wamned of nising unemploy:
ment. And the Polish bureau
crats hardly bother to hide that
they are (alking o Solidanty be-
cause they themselves have run
out of ideas for salvaging the
Palish economy.

The economic crisis is the
‘main reason for political reform
The nght to say openly what
everyone knows is true. a limited
choice in elections, these are a
small price for the rulers Lo pay
if workers can be convinced 10
suffer under austerity policies

In Poland Lech Walesa and
his supporters within Solidarity
oceupy @ key position, The
strikes of 1988 showed the au-
tharities that the Polish workers
class cannot be simply repressed
They still have the confidence
and industnal muscle 1o resist
wage cuts and price hikes,

But perhaps they can be per-
suaded 1o swallow  austerity
measures if these are promoled
by union leaders they respect
Walensa has begun 10 play the
role of a Simon Crean — or
better still, he s like Laurie Car-
michael. One-time militant, still
with 4 militant image, now res-
training struggles in favour of a
deal with the regime,

F ECONOMICS make polit-

ical reform urgent, then it is
events in the USSR which make
il possible. In the past, re-
fTormers have always feared the
threat of a Russian invasion.

But after the Russian defeat in
Afghanistan, Gorbachey will be
reluctant 1o invade anyone, Be-
site, these days the USSR is the
very fountain-head of glasnos

The Soviet Union jtself is
holding clections where some
volers have a choice of cand)-
dates. Some observers greet this
45 genuine democracy, while
others denounce it as a charade
Neither view js quite nght,

For the workers, peasants and
radical dissidents, the new elec.

PAGE 10 — SOCIALIST AcTiON

Lech Walesa: in a key position

And that's what
ters. As in Poland
it's the ecol

illy g
and Hin

Iic  crisis
drives palitical reform, Al

the regime has mangge
squeeze
out of the system this
lappening far too slowly

d |n
ETowih
ryit's g

JOVIET FIGURES show 5
growth last yeq
estimates  say 3

percent.

Soviet res aren't faked, by
there is a built in tendency i}
exaggerate growth a bit, so jeis
assume growth was 4 percen
That would be about the SAme ag
the USA. But it's far frop
€ after years of stagn

Eastern bloc: . it

two cheers for
glasnost

loral system cerainly s
charadc

A third of the seals in the new
Congress are reserved for offi
cial organisations. These include
the Communist Party iself,
also the youth mos
WOMEN'S
i

ement, the
vement and the un.
ons — all of them bureaucrati
cally dominated by the CP.

ITHIN these organi

tions, the rank and file
given little say in choeosing
didates. For example, the CP
allotted 100 deputies. And for
all  Gorbachey's brave talk
about the need to have multiple
candidates, the Central Com-
mittee approved precisely ... 100
candidates!

The Academy of Sciences re
fused 10 nominate the hugely
popular dissident Andrei Sak
harov, even after a thousand
Academy members demonstrat-
ed in his support

Tostand in a locality you have

1o be approved by public meet-
mngs. and the Soviel press has
published numerous stories of
0w hese are  manipulated.
Mascow News published  letter
from  Saratov, telling how a
meeting set for 5 pm was closed
o the public because the
was full by 3:30. The man IS
of  local factory had bussed in
supporters for certain candidates
carly, during working hours,

It someone 100 radical sill
s_hps through,  the; e then
sreened by a CP-controlled

sime has printed money, with
lary consequences
s in the USA, the growth is
ociated with a budget deficit
ke America, Moscow
funded the deficit with
ywings. Instead, the
15 printed money, with
ry Consequen
ith nflation, the

ing back on price

committee. No wor that ¢
all the “demoeratisation” §2
percent of the candidates turn
out to be CP members (com:
pared with only 71 percent in
the old Supreme Soviet). As for
Eiving power to the working
class workers are 24 ent of
the candidates, compared with
35 percent pre

Yet within the rul

lead to shortages and queues

and the elections are
real in that sense. They allow
reformers like Boris Yeltsin to
battle it out with the conserva
tives, Gorbachev knows he has
to shake up the political system
ifhis economic program i 12 answers.

10 gel implemented z T

he future of the
suntries. He must he
ut what will happen

wn o have no

p O'Lincoln

Russian shoppers face cheerloss shops' says Pravda

Greiner’s Green paper:
gruesome prospects

15 actually unworkahle, The new
ork practice change in distinetion between interest and
rights disputes is being hailed by
endations  Lhe media as “realistic” hecause
n of union officials will be agreeable
rostates 1o suppressing disputes that vio
late the guidelines. Randwick
The key question, of course, is  But the Prince of Wales has
whether the union membership no room to accommodate these

will be so easily controlled. services. Prince Henry has large
Dorothy Morgan  specialist units covering neurol
and AIDS. The Prince of W
could only make reom for them
PO“tiCianS: da Th ment claims all
health h d obs w rved bt pri
not hundreds will be lost.
lins recently announced that the The Public Servic G
Prince Henry Hospital is to Nures' Associations have

: GREINER government's failed w0 deliver Greiner's cost
SREI
ds

a step tow
altering the Industri
Relations system, and smiashis
il ionism
it bt
with the Essential Se
but protest SLrikes b

colleges.

recom
with th
similar reviews in
ind in the Federal sphere. They
call for awards to be broadly
d at industry level. A
reements would then be

enactment of the law pushe
cirike figures. The Liber als
i the dog house with some ex
players, at @ lme when the clec

lorate was about cuts in

i
round-table d
bosses and worker

SYDNEY

with ¢
with different ay

y, spinal injurics, cardiolog
by bulldozing adjoining suburbs
'be
leaks indicate that dozen:
NSW HEALTH Minister Col-

s would be

mmenl _promises
d Rescarch Emplas

on members have
two 4-hour stoppages

close. There are two reasons for  cep!
thiz the official and the Healthan
unofficial.

es

Of the emment ; P
i : says il's ter of necessary  and Iy m_ml.‘d: M]t'
: st o) S iliing. And this &s one of Pariament. Bul’ HERREA ol
as Tawul. * Right S oot cul 1 this i

I e reluctant to make more
unofficially  cials are reluctant fo ma
i than verbal protests
Instead some H&REA "
rkel ants and the Friends of P i
i ‘If Prince Henry Hospital is  Henry Hospital are le.m{ng[ e
ed. it will mean a massive  resistance. The Friends have ar;
calbs \ in health services for the  ganised public meetings, |
pac -|ass suburbs of sou-  are gathering 5up.|um'l am“
i ; J"\ workers in Sydney’s wnnlhmsll‘-l
i Minis £ " i 1 zone, who woul
ister Collins pre ern industria
et z::nu-lk'l‘nncc Henry's e especially endangered by the

is also

on the property

its un
fines of up to 3100

a day i
deregister your union morc

given to a special Pl

E ST S
| efore oy <ferred 10 of the hospital's em
Supreme Court. The idea was to ly than befor N the facilities will be tran ferred l clmufe e

e up the "ind istrial relations This is a change from the I Prsfce of Wales Hospital,  gency services.

existing legislation which, in ef- e

" \he chummy relation
ey ooy, makes all strikes illegal bt about

ship between the Comnussions
and the union bureaucrats.

Niland's Green Paper has giv-
en Greiner a fair amount of
what he wanted

It calls for a decentralised sys
tem of industrial relations and a
changed Commission. Lawful
and unlawful industrial action
are defined more clearly, and
sanctions against “illegal” mil
itancy are stepped up, The paper
recommends a category of con
scientious objector 0 union
membership, so as to break up
closed shops in some industries
and erode preferential employ-
ment of unionists in others.

It also calls for extended use
of secret ballots

— Eric Petersen
10 -

kms away

Greiner didn't get his way
over the aliered Industrial Com-
mission, which will remain se-
parate from the Supreme Court
But positions on it are up for
grabs, and existing commission-
ers are not assured of getling
back their jobs. Especially mot
Commissioner ken, who
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FFAIRS

JANUARY blow-out ¥
of the current account 3 . ]":‘H Mr ,,-mrmn
deficit to 8 whopping $1.537 - R /1 still waiing s

’_hf' (rade

billion has brought the usual Piehrats

calls for wage cuts.
Ever since Paul Keating's
“hanana republic”  scare of

1986, the country's (rade prob-
lems have been a favourite pre-
text for everyone — from the
Prime  Minister through ~ the
ACTU leaders to the Confeder
ation of Ausiralian industry
who wants to hold our living
standards down.

Of course, we have 1o oppose
these calls. But lo do so eggc-
tively, we have to understand
why Australia's trade pasition is

the source of so many problems.

From 1984 to 1986, the world
market prices of this couniry’s
exports fell compared with the
price of imports. In economists’
Jargon, there was a “deteriora-
tion in our terms of trade”

More wool, coal, wheat and
iron ore may have been going
oul of the country, but Austral-
ian exporiers were getting less
foreign exchange in return. And
meanwhile the bill for our im-
ports continued to rise.

The result? More money paid
for imports than was received

for exporis: a balance of trade H
deficit. At the same time there e I n Ell |ce O
was a deficit in the trade of
ﬁl:nsm:‘:;‘ — payments for
nsporl services, i - i
& oo “d“d":irj:::{;“:?. ness males point (o the current
isaster
e, migke up the balance on cur- “Australians are living beyond
rent avcount. 8o this too was in their means. We will have 1o 'TPOTS By snug

ing up” inter ment may be slowed by th

defici luﬁll:ljnm u‘ur hr]‘s' import and ll:‘r””ﬁ; This is a risky business. that many investment
; consume less, and export more.”  because it runs the risk of have to t por
T“l‘; WASN'T  something That means wage cuts. choking growth off entirly. *:.\ ‘jl‘\'w-la‘\ c -‘:u ‘-“"nrl the production
has':': Historically, Australia cond, because higher interest line 7 He
i "mw:;:;“ Hroomt W'_ MICHT 50 i cares ;;‘;“:‘f:“;u'&\hm’[ |L"li|l capital, If our main concern were (0
deficits than g i i es up the value m Aus )
How does Australia pay for there's a current ac-  the AUM!MMHdnla;n el \‘;"Lf m\li-lr":.m‘- \\:Eltﬁlwl:‘!\l:
age ¢ g

the shortfall? Throu: count deficit, as long as a f .
3 E gh compen- P * ng as a flow of
By rhae e the colutry keep us

i ) i \':ilh the dollar valued fairly ™ake sense. And this is just how
tralia, in the form of investments, 0at? But the present capital gh, imports are cheaper. So @ [0

or leftist like Laurie Car

loans and prants. account surplus can't be relied ‘Efl“lﬂ people buy more of them michael has gol to the point
. After 1986 the terms of trade on to continue indefinitely, By the same Iogic, Australiagn *here he's constantly advocat
improved in & commoiy it 3 bargely,depercs on foreign  LToToA1E dearer overseas, so 8, woEe restraint’’

m. World prices for wool, governments, corporations and yre harder to sell. As a result, Bul our concern is the inter

anci the trade pic
wheat and many metals have financiers being prepared 1o in- ¢ frade picture can worsen ra. €515 0f the working class, both i

been high The improvement ‘;\CSII here, and lend money 10 {]r'ﬂuf It's one of the classic con.  Australia and overseas And ex
moderaied the current account usiralian bosses and govern ictions of capitalism, pdlunu;t es us that -.mcrI
over a decade of “restraint ant

nr:c'me;ﬁn" d::antelhmma(e it ;':“n;; 4||>Egu:h=:';. shl:m having
fred  Strangely , whethe i aftel cars of capitalist €co-
i T b
AT, . they will demand hi nments can slow  (ral . it O
Duri e igher in- N economy down: 5 ralia are really no better 0
g s, 58, the economy B Maes for any further  YPrument BC i v Uncmployment has  fallen,
Iiigﬂpldli;llulumsmll an".l.;l 2 in taes, B or Incre :h....p\. it's stll at historically
y niere: ala ! ovel — .
1o .."d'%[ M EConomy s D i mor cupenie e ighteels. Andral vages have
pa i Spg 2. ital] cap- overe:
f‘,mrmm Th,';,'-“"‘:'l borrow for invesiment Meanwhile, exccutive salaries
Investment ﬁmw“‘e"““""gﬂﬂ s 1 Slow or stop their expan-  €UtS, and il promised tax  are soaring
chinery and uch of ihe ma m‘m‘lfﬁ:""ﬁ" If foreign inves-  Weasel out il find it hard 1o And now a new economic cri-
for inirepneg ipment needed  siop iy s happening, they will S0 the only ; sis seems to be on the horizon:
be imported, didﬂm had to AT T funds  into  ment” that m"‘"aiﬂ”““_}‘ instru-  Our rulers, with the help of the
G rw materitls ooy L down wages, If wages I holding ALP and ACTU, made us pay
e e o ori O EOMPO-  much of the ow stopped,  of What workers proy all, more  dearly for the lust one. 1t woul
fnr]g;:g Gilg poods  cease to opergte - WoUd  Mlable for mfg«.,:m.w‘:}h“ be a tragedy if the Australian
BOVEs . T oes | SELIER, it working class wi epared 10
R miment and its busi- gk,w'cthg;":c':;:zll husd tried to  can irLT;?u\[,:”ﬂ:'cmgd:wun\ it :lul‘Eplln Lru\rlt"!:rnu“g?ltpfi;nul
12 — S0CIALl y and reduce Tho € trade picture, fighti e
I ugh evey i # re ighting back
ST ACTION gh even here, the improve. Rick Kbt

'__________—_‘_‘—————___—__.———-’

Z

Im%luit':c"hc'r of these is an al-
oplion in an ele
year, Keating has i

OVE AND sex play quite
a role in furthering h .
man fulfillment = or lousing se:glr('g' love,
it up. S0 § ists often dis- ke
cuss it- i cialism
For Rosa Lux
wyurns the world around us 1Nt
4 glittering fairy tale, and re
Jeases in us what 1s most
and beautiful It lets o
rapture and ecstasy
‘Alexandra _ Kollantal ho
noured sex, whic h she called th
“ylimate accord complex
spiritual feelings.”
But neither was
way love can be soured by ¢

seized loo.

But socialists want (o end a
situation where women are
treated as means of production,
and where too many sexual ex
periences are already aboul as
satisfying as a glass of water
The 1917 Russian revolution
made divorce freely available,
lowered the age of consent, leg-
alised abortions and made them
free Homosexuality — was
decriminalised

_The aim_was a sociely, as
Engels put it, of men who have
never known what it is to “buy
a2 woman's surrender with mo-
ney or any other instrument of

mburg love

blind 1o the

lional and physical hurt. Th .

;:lrw ol \1'.\ - pornography power” and women who have

“rostitution and rape is no gl ey kot bbal Sl

T lt themselves to a man for other

lrrl[ J ‘H‘r.: ‘ l.‘ e el \ than real love, or refuse to for
! |I~n.||.\llu‘g.y. [-mkl‘_“” pre fear of economic consequences”

ty dismal under ci I Under Stalin the revolution

was destroyed. Stalin and tis
successors created a new type of
uritanical society, where the
family and monogamy were d
rigidly enforced norm

What Lenin called the “dis

Ol R STRUGGLE for social-
sm is for a world very dif-

&r ng class |

their patented blood heirs ferent to that of either Fred Nile

on ¥ or his counterparts in the

family is tb Kremlin, A world where love

talism with a s and sex are truly free.

10 breed the v ‘Women will no longer be ste-

fure, and re the reoiyped as passive Cred tures of

workers of 1t the emotions, whose lot in life 15
10 attract men (rather than work

No wonder women feel op

‘ ‘ nen |8 1 creatively alongside them) and
s find fulfillment only in hame life
and babies.

Men will be better off too. No
one will face the pressures that
destroyed Ermest Hemingway,
for example. Hemingway Was
“all man™. He [uu_ght[\ in every
f ~ available war, and shot eve Y
MII““.“”JI:. a threat 10 10 15 a hing that moved mmu_gh the
face at work, & B Jength and breadth of Africa. But
threatjoulie ST feared impotence that

» he so
most of the {0 e lost his vinlity al 62, he

pressed wi
desert their wives,
wait 1o escape. All the loving
relationships are soured under
the pressures of society Yet al
1 capitalist
to it be
E what Kol
lontai ¢ ul_.nl_ ‘the darkness ol 5ging everything about human
loneliness™. The loving re behaviour (ke religion or lands:
dhips may be sour, But they are  cape painting), but we would go
better than nothing I in seeing sex  OF couREs

conditions

the;
i

Jlong with Freud
§ el " way.
us an essential biological need If  wowsers don't put ‘r:“m; " ot radiE
AN SOCIALISM. da bels it wasnll our spesies il e am of another dA026E o gay relations wil
ter? common on Ul ; that in a world of m-: 1u\|s b mormal part. O life, and
G R ccome e
about socialism is that it will do But unlike other animals, we  Erdue pleasures m‘-g‘\\jlnnltu:: ¢ probatly a lot uf people will be
away with private property in are not limited to our biological “as ME aningless, e Bisexual e
foh Bt with ee 2 U points. Sex is for more  glass of WL : Kollontai's Jealousy and unrequited s
love™ dogs of the than procreation For Lesbians woman in one ¢ will not disappear ml; peity
jump up and  and gay men LS mostly unrelat-  novels putit jealousy and all the stupd l(mrrﬂl’-‘
i k 1 e q 0 face 10
down at any such suggestions, ed 1o having kids And unlike the e o love m.ndue face
b fruit fly, we can choose not 10 THER it have tradi- can be eliminated.

and warn about the dangers of - i ¢ sogialism a5
“casual sex”, huve sex jionally warned ke 1; i mw?' Ei::::;n‘l’""
For love ta be free, does sex The opposite of no sex 18 lats  lialist societ women WO “'\cnl!zﬁlw:al er‘r and scx. This
have to be casual? of it, and that's a prospect [0 SEL g itgatio iny, b r cti
sut , 8 to, : of the perspective
| watchdogs barking has been part of t ﬁiest Pﬁ‘we.

only reflects the €ap-

The Freudian shrinks say yes. our mord
i iy > 5 5 sy This fear cry mass SOCll
L Fresalin S Y ol Thcy, ughuly ear el ARG ‘l,};@. itude to women. AS :L::“-?..c abolition of capital®
B threatens T rgeots s
1o sexualily € it, the bourg! fsm can make it & reqm_y.

can deny and repress it and cop attitude

. pnce put
the traditional family, where  Mart @ ;r

ans of production cialism . it
Love, sex and soct h

the neuroses, Or you can diverl 3
. ity % fomid. " ke bears e ME cince he ¥
and sublimate it, in six-day bicy- wemen are ollen mllm“. IIIEA\ will be natio! alised, and HIEE ."';. promises (0 be quite arousing:
children have [SW 0 g wife as an fnstrument of  prOAISES O Pl Shannon
sees his

cle racing for example, but it property and ¢
gels everybody somchow rights. Since th
don't think sex ex-  conditions peaple to acce]

e Lhinks she'll be
sQCIAL

jis family situation &
pt the productic - g s




(ING CLASS HISTORY

Why Chifley put the boot

me CALLED him

“Poots-and-all” Chifley.

But the famous Labor leader
didn't get his name fighting
the bosses, or even for his
role in the Second World
War.

He eamed if by sweaning (0
fight the warkers and their un-
jons “hoots and ell” during the
1949 coal strike.

This seven-week strike was a
decisive struggle between the
ALP leaders, who wanied (o tie
workers (o arbitration, and the
Communist and other union
militants, who argued workers
could only make gains through

direct industrial action

The coal miners were the
most militant workers in Austra-
lis, with a long history of strug-
gle against their dangerous con-
ditions of work. The Miners'
Federation called the strike in
support of claims for long ser-
vice leave, a 35 hour week, a
wagc_nw dﬂt! better pit facilities. meant behaving according 10 its

hifley hit them hard He economic logic ¥

in
e

. = s
Miners strike in 1948: Labor sent in the army

pelling people on the grounds of He came uj
alleged communist sympathies, power of the f

inst the full

banned the use of strik e e industn
mcmey.eamjzeg_ s ::;:%Pb;:‘;r; Nl‘}l“:niig:‘fﬁ‘m]\J-Illflll‘“l_-l\l‘\::r“k ‘:: :{Id proscribed the leftist New the media, and the ‘\‘\,‘ '!-:l\uxt y
i s, L e S he conservatiy
starver”. Eight union officials tight cantrol of the cconomy to s L oand e parties The news|

s Australia- iz e
were jailed for up 0 a year for balance the books and contain ralia-Russia Society. In this screamed that people’s

l’::?:lii"hg.:icgs;y where the union’s _ inflation. They enforced austeri- [\;,ivhf\:\:"f:,?h,ﬁ?\l,a hc\p\_‘_«t] by we v iL
S 1y, pegging wages and rationin enzies' later  banx em
; and rationing  ate ; I
w’rhsemtl;?‘]::;jc:x rgargcd that h:zg and petrol. They pushed W*lr{:!::—\:“ outlaw the Commu lil“mmh. e e e
LA a Communist productivity, incentives, traning  His gov i lly the courts ruled his
::;:splaac) dirested from over  and modemnisation = " ?'5 government also had the proposals unconstitutional
5. One of the miners ans- Until 1946 they claimed it SR sinelinn o, establich

Hundreds of
s were paid o

1 il

wered: “Of i ing
S amcoanémuu\rwlﬁdgrm ::\;:Illdlenrmhhenu.mEﬂmr.hm L ATHER than calling on
o aders. W war ended the auster- o~ worke: i
B e R t
ien’s support.” State Labor gove: . as a socialist, but he ne f
The 23,000 strike r governments battled uestiont 13 he never 1 the decision would
it tntil. Chiley rie':.mTTE? £ hold wages down until they Eﬂlerpri:;d the virtues of private 2 “boots and all” against
armed troops into the opcn_wi Sy beaten by massive metal He believed the talist establishment. The
L rkers' sirikes in Victoria and  should onl the government i the | was quietly
palice protection. g ey Q“lg"'""“"d- P e F"“ involved if it was  extinguished
. AT A T he averall good of the bosses ;
B Rt anears Chi ERUCOLITE ot s Having alienated the employ

Ironi a4 :
ror..,ef;fﬁi,."fyﬁlggc'r: been ﬂ“ also allowed the creation ;T.fmthl" okt o
fomed prly by rode st within the Labor Party of Santa-  ciities P
e ot 3‘::0]1 maria’s Industrial Groups \:‘e('l:'\c ; i eI River
against strikers. Now & L;ut‘;ps :e":lf a ! CEllspvho ays Mncl'w{:j} sty
government used them itself. or ‘.'"'““"5' witch-hunied lefusts — tried B
itself. of all shades within the party and r“l':Jl R S et benelils
Y — Widows' pensions, maternity

ers and stabbed trade unionists
in the back, Ben Chifley was
thrown out in the following elet
tion. The ALP was 1o face 2
years in the wilderness belor
Gough Whitlam came 10 power

: the unions. They [a
E;qvet:{'ﬁu. claimed 1o the basis of the Dcuw:l.u[:?:“l‘:d SRR L hl ot he same diima) cycle
Yo Panfmd vision for the bor Party 4 scheme — because it was s Ao piee BRA
iy . The Labor Party began ex r:,n]:l efficient way capitalism More recently we have had
m‘rn 1o think of our Labour 1 & r:'h] manage these social WABC cutting under Bob Hawke,
M‘T M;nrmpumng‘,,mw P! |(cc:\“' corruption under Neville Wran
w""f"mw somebody’s pocket Bk Is}umm 10 nationalise the  and Barry Unsworth, hand-ouls
i mmabgdk' bh,. Prime Min- i n;: a closer look at his '@ the bosses under Brian Burke
rory ! emier, but as a Move- 5 shows how limited his and John Cain, The “light on the

‘:E:.‘:':‘:;MI“ Bank nationali hill* s re-lit only al_election
Hlicy nu‘-lct':mg “E""‘h"u party lime, and “boots and all” attacks
i I.u e ifley's main aims  ©" the _\\nley class arc a way
s EJPUL-ISll} 10 expand, ©f life for Labor in pawct
prolect d erseas debis and to
CpusILors in the event of

e beple bt s o
- e e
Mﬂ“"b"‘“‘**“’“@mmm These

These experiences should tell

The visi £ anoth “R) & us something: if we i o

G5 a1 i grov- mide. pcession. AL fira he - change ! e

always, accepling ‘;';“nga! banking g}slumr:ﬁ["u w0 the the bosses through our own
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= Patricia Langenakker

i 1965, black Ameri-
n the South lived under
m of virtual apartheid
Knowm 28 Crow. Their
struggle for fl’t‘t‘dfll‘n would
he dramatic material enough
for dozens of films.

Yet virtually none have been
made. Mississpp! Burning sup-
pmr,dly fills lh_|~. yacuum.

The film 15 hased on real
events, in @ small Mississippt
\own in 1964 Three civil rights
workers, one black and wo
while, disappeared. and the FBI
were called in A massive hunt
eventually found their bodies
After a delay of months the she-
Aft, his deputy and other local
figures Wwere convicted under
federal legislation for “violation
of ewvil righl\"_

Mississippi Burning presents
this as the story of the two FBI
agents, one 4 Washing
rgaucrat traned “by the book™
(Willem Dafoe) and the T
(Genc Hackman), from Missis-
sippi himself, a true ‘down
home!” character, rough but
folksy.

Willem’s methods don't work
Hackman's unorthodox  style
(such as kidnapping the may
and threatening 1o cut off hus
halls) succeeds. The message
ceems 1o be that to protect cwvil
rights you have to abuse them

| don't know if the FBI did use
such methods, but that's irrele
want 1o a political jud; ent of
this film effectively
create the a here of 4 sma
southern town of the per
the cadillacs, the bouffant hair
styles, the you-all accenis. It
does show the poverty and
lent treatment of the blacks
the racism of the whites. But
there 15 a lie at the core

Throughout the film, the sub
jects are the whites and the only
od whites the FBL The blacks
are really only part of the period
background.

Sure, they are shown to be
oppressed — the scenes showing
them being beaten up were only
oo realistic for my taste. But
they are almost  exclusively
shown as victims, essentially
passive, suffering and sceking
solace in their church, In only
one brief, background scenc do
we see a small demonstration

cans i
a syste

gton bu-

me of mass
I known as
I-_rﬂ'dﬂm Sur r. Nearly 1000
Northern white civil rights acti-
visls sel up political workshops
called Freedom Schools, and
toured the e 0 encourage
black voter registration.
Mississippi Freedom Summer
was part of the larger Southern
civil rights movement which had
started with the Montgomery

A scorching
tale with the

wrong heroes

=

tion of power threatened,

The Ku Klux Klan was resur
4, and local police used wa-

o

me.
on non-violent demonsiralors __ Janey Stone

ole and the political context T
hunt is carried out in @

 Stone i & val-

s0CIAl

B

terspersed them with newspaper

cuttings from the 19305,

These years were a waf
for official pelicy, Ahé;';":ﬂ
spokespersons and some whites
urged govermments (o acoept
that extinction was niot inevita-
ble By 1934 pressure grou
were strof e
pumiy = t_ﬂ_wg‘h e
Ve ex| a poli
e pedition over a police
One of many letters to the
!\{mmer demands that a planned
‘Big Game Hunt and study of
Native Custom™ should not in-
clude “willful shooting at na-
tives”. The tide was turning, But
the League's secretary William
Cooper could still quote a prom-
inent parliamentarian publicly
advocating genocide, and a mass
murder by police that was sanc-
tioned by a JP and never came (o
trial
Most of the League's corres-
pandence was written by Coap-
er, a determined and eloguent
advocate who had seven months
regular schooling
Cooper was bom in Joti-jota
country (around  Echuca) _in
1861, He worked “For a Fair
Deal for the Dark Race” the
maotto of the AAL. His concems
included land rights, eitizenship,
and equal education {the unwnl-
ten mule was that Ahorgincs
never got beyond grade 3, il they
got 1o school at allk

He fought for social sccunty
henefits, the right to be given &
reason for expulsion from a re
serve, and an end (o the sale,
murder and abduction of women
and children. And he con-
demned the Stage legislation
that required Abongines (0 have
a permil Lo visit Perth, required
a licence to work and permission
10 get marmied.

Cooper would probably have
heen embarrassed at the way the
book focuses on him personally.
You'll have to set this defect
right by “thinking Ilack” when
you read il

The effect of the League s pe-
itions and entrealies 15 hard 1@
gauge The reader ge's the im-
pression that attempts 10 ameli-
orate the degrading conditions
on the C UmEroOgUnga TESErVE
led to more victimizatons, with-
drawal of rations, abuse, Most of
Caoaper's letiers were ignored.

But at a Yarra Bank rally,
trade unionists ons
of support. the
of a Day

Anuary: il
.tlim which still the peo-
ple for whom the Australian

i was formed.
o W— Chris Ruse
Ripod From @ Stone, Allen and
Unwin, 59.95
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OU HAVE to hand it to the
Y.lyulohlh Khomeini.
His edict o "Kill Saiman Rush-
" has done more than Salman
Rushdie himself ever could to
discreditisiamic fundamentalism in
the world.
lmﬁ’z;ﬂm le will stand
fully behind Rushdie’s right to
parody religious beliefs !.“ ich is
all that his "blasphemous’ Safan
Verses really do). They are, aft
all, oniy beliets, unsupported b
any halfway respectable proof.
While individuals are entitied to
hold them, the notion that they must
be above satire of crificism is

claim lo advocale:

be done by" il is hard to see how
they can complain aboul bia:
phemy. Rushdie has merely
insulted the beliefs of fundamen-

non-believers who are destined

b
fry in hell. Fundamentalists demand Rushdie's death. They're wrong, but our weste

Mare seriously, Islamic leaders
claim thal Rushdie is inciting
racism by mocking their religion
Yet other religions have be

far more brut
fian conce
Mark Twain's Letiers Fi
Earth and the Jewish fami
Phillip Reth's Porinoy’
for example .
ensuing.

Thatcher app
Tonure'"

Anti-Moslem prejudice has been
fuelied by the fundamentalist r
fion 10 the book, not by the bool
fsell. Rushdie made this point
himself to Britain's Socia
Worker. “In England,” he absery
‘the most reactionary eleme
within the Asian community ha
fed slereotypes present in the m
teactonary elements within wh

0T

SD IT IS 1o Rushdie’s credit
that he also condemns the

hypocrisy and racism that is

?;h‘lnd much of the West's
efence” of his freedom of

speech.

“Is no pleasure 1o me to be
supporied by the Sun when I
referming lo Asians as rals " he lold
Socialist Worker. *I'm not on the

with 1y

Many in the West have used the
lurore over Batanic Verses 1o
portray all Moslems as fanatics,
Rmhalexnnlonlmsimalmsraclil

ude. " Anything thal is progres-
sgve landthn I\ﬁam\c world) is
regarded ac Weslernised and
dismissed. In every Muslim country

un’s side in thal I'd sooner be
1he rats."
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alleged IRA

NDEED, the whole oufrage in
the West at Islamic fundamen-

But we ao not join those who,
in the name of opposing Kho-
meini, boost him by pretending
that all of the world's ane billion
Moslems are like him. Nor can
we ever forget that itis the ruling
classes of the West, far more
than of the East, who have
maintained the exploitation that
glves Khomeini his following




50 CENTS




s’surl.mrnﬂou ,w
Russia’s new
Pere-sexism

'WOMEN ARE already proving

fo be among the victims (.pl'

Mikhail Gorbachey’s
.

As the econpmy is Festruc-
{ured, women arc being used as
@ resenve tn:‘-;nrr fml::. I}Vﬂhm
jobs are cut, are the first 1o
J;::slhe sack andyil‘s hard to find
new employment

In the Sunday supplement o
Jvestia newspaper not long ago,
a letter to the editor told of one
such expericnce. Ms T. Volkova

wrole:

“] am 49 years old, an expe-
rienced engineer, and 1 got
retrenched, Two months I
Jooked for work. Wherever 1
wenl, they said siraight out o
me ‘We're somry, you're old. And
we're cutting back on staf.™

One way of softening women
up for this sort of treatment is to
promote “femininity”. The same
issue of the paper devoted two
pages to the “whirlwind of
countless beauty contests” all
over the USSR, mostly involving
professional models. The press

Russian women:

agent for one major guest made
it clear that women are bein
displayed as sex objects in order
o promole commercialism in
Soviet lifc:

Why wait uniil we have prop-
er standards of women's shoes
clothes, cosmenics — in a word,

muuﬂw‘fﬂm women's needs and interests
when we can use annual beaity
EDITORIAL coniests organised by profession-
PO Box 274, Brunswick als to finally provide in our
Victaria 3058 couniry a Beawry indusiry in all
Tel (03) 380 2227 its 'T'“h“"-"' :
e Kremlin may find Rus-
MELBOURNE e
SPMEO.\ %7-1‘ Brunswick| fight for a few needs beyond
o U“Sa 056 fashions and cosmetics. As for
el (03) 360 2227 us, we tend 1o sympathise with
SYDNEY the woman who wrote in to say
£0 Box 381, Campsia “We don't need this kind of
New South Wales 2104 | promation. What we need is more
Tel (02) 550 1424 guality produce in our shop
BRISBANE L (';mmrma ’mm you can't send
: hese models out to the farms
PQOueBe::ﬁ:aS“lole;ma the cows will all run rm'efr\ 4
Tel (07) B70 3705
CANBERRA PRISONS
PO Box 17 W
Jamison Centre, S
ACT 2614 i
s uCI’fWS stir
MEETINGS
# p trouble
m:mhl 100 :]ll‘.l.) (;U:\Illl prison officers in
i A e rishane’s Bopgo Road jail are
mc““'“" trying to stir up trouble to
m,m llisu]’).- heavy security and un-
mam":ac; dermine I.lw‘l’eu reforms made
— h!(':::jntx L_Tmis.s'mn.
i pril, several prisoners
a_""m‘::a w.:r_:»:gfl,r beaten up. One
el prisoner, Michael
Canburrs ] et , was savapely bashed
hwh around the head by five screws
i and suffered partial loss of sight
WIJ:‘ ::1:;!': He Iwas not allowed
loctor for 15 hours. All
PAGE 2 — SOCIALIST ACTION

ity” won't help an opp

situation.

the prisoners’ injuries otherwise
were on their backs.

The authoritics claimed to be
searching for home brew, but
none of the assaulted prisoners
had any.

Most of the searches and
bashings arried out by the
mysterious Special Squad, who
often use dogs.

It's unclear whose authority
the S5 are under, what
lines they follow, and even
whether they are prison officers,
They appear for peniodic violent
searches of the jail and never

wear identification

Greenhouse
& yellowcake

THE DEATHS and destruction
lone u and the
and floods in eastern
Australia have given us ild
rumasty of what the ¢
house Effect has in store for us.

Inorder 1o be seen to be doing
something, Bob Hawke has
announced he's providing $8

LABOR GOVT

million for research into the
subject. You can tell an election
15 getting elose, and the environ
mental voles are being counted
he knocked back a request for
$1 million last year
H-l-!ltrt'\ another motive, oo
hiﬂv;‘kc expects the research 1o

ghlight the environmental
disasiers being caused by the
Overuse of fossil fuels, and h
thinks that will set the stage I.a:

Promoting nuclear e
altermative, Energy as an

John Button is also keen on

the nuclear angle
uranium enrichment pl:

the Northem Territory R:‘u I;.,
government s cynicilly g
people’s fears for the gy 2
ment when it calls for g
trolled liberalisation” of
ALP's current “ithreg mxlh"u
policy” which restricts ur;m,:;.‘
extraction to Ranger, \Juh;uzh
and Roxby Downs. ok

Primary Indusiric

John Kerin knows lm: tl’::lgrl\:-[\u
onmental arguments in fi\\'\mrr-[
nuclear power are crap; he ]

he wanyg o

a “eon-

hits

been circulating scientific papery
showing that a doubling pf
nuclear :

energy output would
Greenhouse wanming by
ee percent. But he likes
the idea of selling that uranium,
and thinks the Greenhouse Ff.
fect will make it easier

»w

Principal gets
a caning

SIX students were detained hy
police at Kedron High School in
Brisk following &
demonstrati

I'he Principal, @ man
Beilby, has been transfe

om two schools already
and Woodridge. Th
en problems [
nths due to his auth
and smatic appr
finally the students have taken a
stand.

Lincolr
bal

SCHOOLS

Carson, a star fool
told
al

llowed 10 p

cause his black shorts were “the
fabric™. This led about
100 students to call a meclng,
then hold
side Beilby's

1 demonstrat
sifice. When he
refused to speak Lo the
held a sit-in in the libra
then called the police

They detained six students, al
Abol

Beilby claims that “a small
ip of Aboriginal ringleaders
were Iry ke over Ihe
school”, The has becon
racial one be
inal students »

Quee
officials

arrested.
achers Union

equivocally supported
The weight of communily feel
ing, black and white. and the
fact if unionists are
taking the issue up scem & be
changing their mind

[ some

Parents and students are
building a campaign. A meeling
of 100 people on 11 April
demanded that the suspension of
the six students be withdrawn

B e T e
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who’d tru

gifts?

FTER *“bringing home

the bacon™ last year,

Paul Kealing offered us a

handful of pork rinds in
April.

There was no way he could

jgale out of giving us tax culs.

Wi
But he could console himself
(hat he's gouged [ar more put of

over

the pasf

years.
With traditional La
deserting them in droves, H:

volers

ad Keating had to hand out &
w crumbs in the welfarc
But he managed to combine

them with some eruel al
The DSS “work te
And th

if you and ar
lived ther

address ©

joint

s you can be

assels or c
nt benefits

deprived of sole p

With skills so key
areas that the unions could easily
| per

choice but 1o ¢
6.5 percent
it'll be phased in.

wanlin
workers
Treasurer was there
t run the

“ygu'll take what | give you, sleazebags.”

ers  The dem:

Just to reassure the empl
the governmenl was stll entirely ough adequate staffing and
ting also an-  modem equipment was entirely
the in the public interest, and far
on  more use than a hundred studies
by “safety experts”

nd for better safety

their side
unced he was
ament’s crackdow
ax camed in fax havens

AXing

For years now the controllers
have wamed the public that
airport s dan;
ded with
ndersupplied with proper con
tower equipment. An acct
1o happen, and

ERHAPS he needn’t have

bothered. Almost as he
spoke, Transport mink
Ralph Willis was demonstrating
overnment's loyalties in far
mare dramatic fashion, threat-
ening Sydney air traffic con-
trollers with $500 a day fines.

200 air traffic controllers n
Bankstown had

many controlle
industry rather than wait around
o be part of it

Sydney and e
overtime 6 control fai
of their car N thr the resistance of the
¢ pise and better air ove nt and their own fed-
eral union officials. Overseas
expenence shows that & defeat
Jir (ransport unions (like _lhr
american controllers’ union
PATCO, smashed by Reagan)

impased

age demand would

ve made

Accord,

simply h
their

losses

THE TRADE-OFF

ds to an erosion ol safety

standards.

i

der the Accordi==

0f course the Labor goverm
ment claims that 1ts Urll\-n‘
hashi o are
essenlial to shore up an
h 4 looming Erisis:

Hawke and
claims that the
ad been our cconomic
calvation. So much lor Fm..mu-
Miinister Walsh's boast only &
few manths ago that the country
had “largely overcome |h:- ut;::
nomic problems inhented by the
Hawke guwmnmnl in 1983

Accord

—

st a Keating bearing
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In fact, the government is now
Irying to balance atop an unsta-
ble economy, hoping desperately
that its strategy will hold togeth-
er Just long enough for n 1o
somehow pick the right moment
and stagger through to another
election win. They may pull it
off, but only because of the
Liberals’ chronic disunity.

Interest rates are at ruinous
levels because it's the only way
foreign financial nstitutions can
be persuaded to keep paying for ‘
the country's current account ‘
deficit. 1f working class home- [
buyers suffer, too bad. In fact, |
Keating will be pleased because | |
fie wanis to force down consu- |

mer demand ‘

HE CURRENT situation is
a classic example of how {
capitalism, even when it grows, n

produces economic contradic:
tions which bring it undone ‘
again.

Wage culting has boosted |
profits, and recently the employ-
ers have finally gained eno
confidence 1o re-invest thes
profits. The result is a surge in ‘
demand for investment goods I
that has outstripped the domestic
cconom ability to supply
them. The shortfall is met by |
imports and .. presto he invest- |
ment boom brings a trade ensis.

This is that wondrous creature
the free market at work — the
recipe for prospenty which is
currently being promoted by
<uch diverse figurcs as Margaret
Thatcher, Mikhail Gorbachev
and Deng Xiao-ping

The investment surge will
bring further problems. It will
raise the weight of capital goods
within_industry compared ta
human labour — what conven-
tional economists call the

‘capital-labour ratio” and what
Karl Marx called the “organic
composition” of capital-

Yhis matters hecause only
human labour can pro-
new wealth, As its relative
faht within the system de-
Mines, the rate of profit will fall
100, The current cconomic Up:
i will give way & recession,
s has happened over and ovet
ain in the history of the
capitalist system

Capualism 15 2 system of
crisia. That is why Labor's orig-
inal Accord, which claimed t
be able o fix up the faults of the
capitalist system, Was i fraud.
nd it's why any future s
contract” offered by any
Labor government should be
rcgurdeﬂ with contempt by

ctralian Workers:
ik ™ fom O'Lincoln




BRISBANE branch haosted Its
second annual educational
week-end over he Easter bresk.

io atlended all or part of
our Marxisl School. ncluding
several members from Sydney
and Melbourne. All agreed it was a
resounding SUCCESS.

Actvites kicked off Friday night
with & pary at Rosa’s Boakstore
Then we had falks and discus-
slons over the next two days
around the theme: “Oppression:
\halis it and how can we fight 17"

We looked al the way capdalism
oppfesses women, days and
but the farms of oppression
vary with class position Qther
sessions on the Saturday focused
on educabion, the media and the
family, and the role these instilu-
tions play in keep people down-
trodden.

However oppressed groups are
ot just passive victims. Thraugh-
out history they have fought back
s a talk about ihe American black
liberation movement lustrated

©On Sunday we lafked about the
centralfty of Land Rights in Aborig-
inal struggles and addressed the
history of the Gay Liberation
movement.

The final session compared
reformist, separabs! and socialist
stralegies 1o end oppression, and
concluded that the struggles by
‘oppressad groups can help build a
revolutionary movement to change
society.

_ These Socialist Action educa-
tional week-ends are getting better
all the time. W're already looking
lorward to the next one, 1o be held
in or around Sydney over the
CQueen's Bithday week holiday in
ﬂi gﬂ?”:tg;‘: 1o come alang or

r tin
our Sydney. btancae fastun

New pamphlet

QUR LATEST production i
Soviel Historian s:n:i': Iéu‘:
pamphlet contains a letter
Pravda from a Russian academ-
ic. in which he argues that the
USSR s not a socialist society,
That's not to say the m:
shares Socialist Action's pdlal:‘
lcs, but his letter opens up some
Iarul‘)';:ant":swas for anyone
ing the e "
B g . ourse of “peres-

DEADLINES for next ssue: early

deadiiny i
oy & 12 May, late deadiine 19

SPEMOCRACY now!"
chanted 300 students occup-
ying the finance offices of the
University of Quecnsland
student union on 13 March.
The occupation was the latest
action organized by Students for
a Democratic Union, to keep the
pressure on the National and
LLiberal controlled student union
Jed by the infamous Victoria
Brazil
As we've reported in the past,
this executive illegally attacked
radio station 47ZZ, refused to
support free education, attemp:
ted to sack the clected editors of
our student newspaper, as well
as attack women's rights and the
Gays and Lesbians on Campus
group. They are now supporting
a National Party bill designed (0
cripple the union through aboli-
tion of compulsory student un
jonism in Queensland
In response 10 these attacks a
petition of over 2200 student
signatures was collected. Under
the union constitution, this com
pelled the executive to conduct a
referendum on the question of
whether to hold new elections,
Brazil refused (o accept the
ition, claiming the signatures
dulent. though without
ny evidence excepl her
awn asscriions.
Of course the petition is valid
Her ractic is to delay things so
new elections aren’t called this
semester. Then she can claim it
is unconstittional to hold elec
tions in second semester hefore
the end of her term in office
So the Students for a Demo
cratic Union recognized that due
1o her stalling tactics, there was
only one way to remove her and
the exceutive: for them to imme
diately resign and call new
elections. With that in mind,
around 300 students com
|_m~nuud an oecupation of the
finances office. If finances could
be immobilized, the union would
grind to a halt. The plan was to
remain there until the executive
resigned
But Porter, the registrar,
backed Brazil by demanding we
fend the occupation immediately
or he would call in the police
We overwhelmingly rejected his
demand i
AL 4:30 pm, 45 police sledpe

d down the doors we
had barricaded, and began ar
resting students who atiempted
0 stop them entering the build
ing. According (o the union
secretary, the total damage from
lrwhu:cnhpaliun reached $3000.
Either the police wrecked the
joint after they dragged us :I:::
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or the executive can’t be be-

Campuses still bubbling

g

hieved — we didn't damage
anything

The students then sat in the
to block the police vans
carrying four students. After a
45 minute delay, and four more
arrests, the cops managed io
clear a way out,

The occupation was a success
even though it was broken up. It
breathed life back inio a cam
paign that was losing momen-
tum, and once again put the
executive onto the back foor
hey have been forced to recog-
nize that the petition is valid

However it's essential to rec-
ognize that Brazil's stalling
tactics have been effective: a win
in the referendum will only be a
moral victory. The only way we
can remove her from office is to
force her to resign and get new
elections this semester. That
means more democratically or-
ganized direct action like the
occupation,

Tony Mirchell
GRAD TAX

w
A Day of
Real Action

\."J!J HAVE to admire the
sl.'l_w:\g power of the students
Mighting against the tertiary tax.
4000 from campuses around
Melboume gathered in the City
Square on 22 March as part of
the national Day of Action
ey resisted efforts hy
members of the ALP-dominated
zl_ullnnul Union of Swdents 1o
hwen the demonstration. NUS
ad planned their own quict
meeting followed by a concert
They were ignored. :

Drumming up support? Students march against the tax.

keen for action
sries of angry
rally marched
inston Street (o Mel-
Ui, The demonstrators
| that charges be
1ainst dents
weeks ecarlicr on
Iring an OCoupi:

tion of the administration
building
When they got 1o the Admin-

istratior

building, they found it
nst them. A number
ible to break in
before the police, several of
them mounted, formed a barrier
between the building and the
rcst of the protesters.

were

The crowd began shouling
demands that the charges
dropped, and cops be kept off
campus, and resolved (o stay
there until those inside the
building were let out. This last
demand was met, leaving the
students feeling clated.

In Brisbane 200 students
marched from Roma Streel
Forum fo the Education Depart
ment, and in Canberra 150
marched from the ANU to Par-
lisment House.

Helen Rosenbers

S

e —

—

The scene of the

Cops can’t

-
police assault on Hyundai's shipyard.

stop these

workers

HEN POLICE
carried out their
spectacular  as-

sault on the Hyundai ship-
yard in Ulsan, Korea, it was
a new high point in the class
are that has gripped the

phibious assault on
argest shipyard or

only to find th

striking workers occupying it
had d 1o slip away. But

the battle was far from ¢
Four days later stre
was still continuing. pr
still had not resumed alm
er, and th

press report
at Hyunda

Jgquarters was g
The Hyundai
pnly the most spectacular in a

le was

powerful wave Justrial
disputes carly this year. The
couniry’s Economic. Planning
Board estimated that in the first

quater of the
tion had cost the bosses US$S
billion in lost production
eleven times higher than the first
quarter for 1988

This oceurred despite fierce
repression, On & January forty
thugs armed with w en clubs

the disputa
239

and iron pipes, and weanng
masks, raided two mocing
union activists, injurin,

them,
rally
polic

The raid led
of 30,000 workers. The
mounted brutal attacks on

i protest

striking underground railway
workers less than a month be
fore the barle at Hyundai

1980s. There were 113 “labour
actions” in 1984, This more than
d S n 1985 hed

eures for last
e but they'll

es are mot just

more

frequent, they have a
differemt char 1

In 1980,

all disputes
ly over
es. By

were defensive,
demands for unpaid
1986 this sort of demand ac
counted for only 17

Instead workers were de

percent.

mandin
boon

OREA HAS a turbulent
history, with most of its
troubles coming from outside

arrived
when

ern impenialism

scene in 1910,
Japan announced
open colonisation This followed

a policy of

{5 victory in the Russo-Jap:
war. By 1911 there were
Japanese officers munning the

country
The imperialist presence
sparked the first national work
ine class mobilisation, & demon
siration on 1 March 1919. Japan
reacted with a policy of “cultural
which sought 10
art

colonisation”
impose Japanese langu
and religion onto the

At the end of the Secomnd
World War, one form of foreign
domination gave way @ anather,
a5 the US and Russia divided the
country up. In the official termi-
nology of the US army South

Corea was not being libera

- il was occupied lermitory.-
During the occupation period,
English will be the official
language

HE NEW rulers took over

the old imperialist frame-
waork: 85 percent of the police
forces were inherited from the
Japanese colonial pccupation.

Imperialist rivalries then led o
ihe devastating Korean War, in
which over 3 million died

The country finally began to
rebuild, but entirely within the
framework of domination by
outside forces. US prometed
an economic strategy for the
south of the couniry which
« it to the world market,
goods. This

o

exporiing
altimately led o a powerful
national economy but the

owih occurred at the cost of
-al hardship to Koreanm
waorkers and peasants.

o cheap exports me

Product
ant low W :
requircd cheap food. So [t
{mparts were allowed 1o ruin the
[\mnr.n_.m-i the peasants were
od (i the cities where they
cd new pouls of cheap

5 of Korea's €00~
SuCCesses WerE very un-
evenly distributed. More than
four fifths of Jabourers W
gelting W less than the
Sinimum’* cost oF Tiving, n!r|>-.
pite 2 working week of nearly
55 hours,
Such

So the fruit
nomic

a system demanded
(otalitarian control and w]l_mw:u-
er this weakened the us ln[‘u.
yened. When the ru\fl\‘un.fq,\
|eader Singhman Rhee “ll"r
forced out of office by popula!

e United States QUGARY. 101 more. o

unrest in 1960, the ¢ ] Therl do

o4 a military COUP BY oo o ok

onena park Chung-hee i inspire us in the a7 It
1961
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Korean

UT A growing capi

system

gravediggers.
economy became one of the
fastest growing in the world, a

militant new

on the scene. Protests by stu-
dents and intellectuals grew.
The 1985 gencral elections
were a luming point. An Opposi-
tion grouping outpolled  the
official parties. The military still
controlled the presidency but the
ing was on the wall
country's dictator, Gener-
1o make way fora

new
refol

Through fraud and bribery,
divisions among the oppositon,
Noh managed to win a presiden-
tial election in
breathing space created by the
polirical liberalisation made it
pm\'i'\\h‘ for
workers to take the offensive.
Union organisation began @
\ake off. Although forced 10

formally W

vernment sponsored union fed-
eration, workers Werc crealing
vehicles of SITUE
1987 there Werc 2722 unons
with a million members One
year later there were
unions, with hz

workers involved
equalled \hat achieved over
previous forty years

With the

the govemment dominat
: ary and hehind them

the milit
¢conamic

pan and the
should hav
trade unioms
their problems. Alrcady they are
devoting &

roblems of
tional solidarity

creates its own
As the Korean

working class came

1987. But the

students  and

ork within the go-

le, In June

4729
alf a mullion more
This growth
the

cking them,
ed by

cops att

superpowers like i
1S, Korean workers
e no illusions that
m alone can solve

lot of atiention {0
polities and interna-



‘about his unfaithfulness
im? Probably after the

Crimes Tribunal held, are
ot a delence to a crimi-
nal act in war.

But that didn't stop four
\sraell soldiers charged
with a Palestinian

fo des calling a
Ganeral fo show thal what
they were doing was In
fact legal

General Shomron told
the military court thal
orders issued to field
commanders justified the
soldiers laying into their
wictim:

“You can beal some-
one to prevent an_Inci-
dent, disperse a violent
demanstration or to stop
ssomeone who is resisting
amest,” he explained. He
admitted, however, i is a
matter of opinion when
someone stops resisting.

Clubbing to death, we

sborough by-

THE Greensborou
election has given the

Victorian Labor govern-  guess, setiles the dispute.
msnm a maes;;sd fillip.

was_cal by the
resignation of Pauine AN arm and a leg
Toner, IF YOU think the housing

cnsis here is costing you
an am and a leg — in
England, an anificial leg
which belonged o war-
time fiying ace Sir Dou-
glas Bader is being aucti-
oned by his widow 50 she
can move oul of a renled
farmhouse and buy a
home of her own!

Toner's election in
1977 in a by-election was
dutifully recounted by the
press.

We could be wrong. but
nane of the media menti-
oned the industrial situa-
fBon in Vicloria at the time
of Toner's election.

Trobe Valley power
workers were on strike

was rationed.
lalll}'s of workers were [aid

. And yet she won. Dur-
ing a strike. Strange no-

Masking gases

CHEMICALS ARE of
course big business. The
Pentagon will spend
$604 milion on buying

One wanls 1o remember. gsw chemical weapons
Only following pkcd
orders It will, however, cost

them $178.5 million to
destroy obsolete chemi-
cal weapons

ORDERS BY superio
the Nur!zmlmn;De wr:;

“

TELECOM s L
most significant aw: e S i
w st lh‘lt nl!l:ur:]t”vr\ !al.l:ﬂ‘r, Electricity Commission, government wages policy. In
T h . history”". :u‘ITLE members ook a few Queensland an opposition
. 5 i r

pay r

es were too low

Hdrlng police with
their enquiries

DID YOU notice thal
when 150 mgs went ber-
ko at that Togwoomba
police rugby camival —
gatecrashing hotel dis-
cos, urinating In NS,
punching holes in

and threatening to frame
hotel owners on dope
charges — the Queens-
land govemment sel up
two_inquiries within a
weak?

Strange about thal ..
the cops can murder
blacks, put the jackboot
into leftists and unionists
and run comupl rackets
for years before a finger s
lifted against them. Bul .
abuse the business lass
{in this case, Toowoomba
publicans) and the go-
vernment is down on
them like a lon of bricks

Can't have dogs who
don’t know their masters,
can we?

Lousy Housey

BUT LADY Bader needn't
have worried if her kids
had a shed in the back-
yard. In answer to a read:
er's question of whether
planning permission was
needed to replace a two
by five melre wooden
shed with a bnck struc-
ture, the Observer news.
paper raplied no, unless
of course their comes
pondent intended 1o put
Granny in there. Then, the
paper explained, "you do
need planning permission
because you would be
altering the use.

Gimme shelter
ADELAIDE landlords are feelin leensy
err_\rbarrassed nght now. T
he housing group Shefter has a sec
} got hold of a sec
blacklist of over 100 tenanis being circulated by th. c' "gel‘\t
’Lﬁn’gogﬁslmfs “ﬁlm‘n. The blacklist has just three
3 llegal, since tenants get no chance
defend themselves. Second, it's inaccurate, mlFrtg
several people on it haven't rented private housing in
ohver 5 years. And third, il's unsubstantiated, since even
: e Landiords Association secretary, who drew up
It couldn' fel e ABC program “The Investigato s
Ny some people were on it
UEfaI:TrI':E‘i'UUS people on the blacklist have launched
i I'kmlfa-em?ns against the Landlords Association.
L like: landlords may have o hand out som
rent subsidies” shortly. v

) when management used the

two years,

Bmath-lakjng gall

WE REPRINT

ing item from WZ‘;;QHDN'
1ol Evening Post y o
comment 'ﬂ"Dm

“People livin

Bristol factory %war:e‘:.’ :
dles the cnn!rcversm
chemical lindane sa -
have been lefi "gaspir

“Factory mana
Paul thges said ?MB; |:r
firm ‘was trying to get ri;
thgdena because 1 wij
2 banned over th,
Wo years. 5

“Mr Rhodes defe
the safety of Mndanema?\
the 15 chemicals we use
are just as bad," he said

On the street
where you live
ACCORDING 1o the Brit-
ish Labour Parly News
the housing cnsis affects
us all, whether we have a
house or nol. One
member wilh a social
conscience put it so
clearly ... complaining that
a visit to the opera can be
spailt by having o run the
gauntlet of those reduced
to begging 1o survive n
our affiient society.

and putting out &

sacrifice!

BEFORE THE latest A
LP/
::.'TU Wage restraint deal could
stitched up, Telecom workers
it Alt_ﬂralin had re.
W 10 it with 4 resounding

o t&’-lh S0me  mg
elow the poverty line,

s dhe

Propo; nficrm)lht‘m nlnl;

€00Ugh money and mot soon

cnough, they decided. Mass

in the higger eastem

native mq!.mn which rejected |
84 “totally inadequate and
Tecompense for one of

workers who have developed
operated, installed and main-
|.a|.ned a telecommunications
system of world class”
. And in a call for action it
coneluded:

“Enless

herm the government and
Other parties recognise the above
factors and deliver WHRE UCTeases
Jor award restruciuring thar are
significantly higher then a
major industrial campaign will be
earichee, "

hi.:\' NSW member explained
2 :.uppon IIIDI a militant stand
|'% Saying: “Any doubts about
:Ic after ‘restructure’ have been
ispelled by examples like the
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restructure (o their own ends
) In Melboume state officials
and rank and file activists joined
furces 10 oppose the deal, ex
Plaining that the unions (ATEA
.iv;d ATPOA) had lost between
bm;dml. 23 percent in wages
een 1982 and 1988, They
would now need 16 to 29 per-
ent JUst 0 catch up vth cpl
5, let ulone be
Increased pnxlﬂ:m’ll;\i EEsL
Vet the proposed deal would
I|EI\L 4 maximum of 12 percent
r Whe lowest paid, and 6 10 8
percent for most i
_The mectings reflecied con
:;ls'mhh‘- organising within the
franks by opponents of

regular newsletter, Communica
tion Warker. In NSW rank and
file workers and some officials
organised leaflets and workplace
discussions before the mass
meeting.

In Victoria, branch counsil
members have opposed the Ac

cord since it was launched. They
alternative
wages cam

moved the motions
and have sel up a
paign committee

Whether this n

the signal for a
around wages remains to be
seen, But it's good nee 10

fi
tell Crean and
t off.
Liz Ross

see 3 major ui
Kelty where to ge

—

Greiner: in Labor’s
ootsteps. ...

HE GREINER election victory last

year was a shock to Barrie l}q-
sworth if to no one clse: when Barrie
faced reporters he could harely string
a few words together.

yet the result wasn't surprising. The
Labor machine had been demoralised, its
membership declining and its po slicies barely
\li\lmgmchakﬂc from: [hv_l.\bct.sl.x. Its most
recent legacy was a string of attacks on
umions and lying standards, ranging from
the mauling of workers' compensation and
deregistering the BLEF to downgrading of
education and health.

So Greiner's ascendancy didn't raise
much public interest at first The election
had been fought over the ephemeral issue of
‘law and order”. Yet once In pawer, the new
government set out 10 offer a new, rightwing
alternative to Labor.

The core projects were cutting hack and
disciplining the public sector, and weaken-
ing unions by changing the industrial
relations system.

In particular, Greiner needed to tame the
large body of govern it workers. His
budget strategy deman a cut in public
sector jobs combined with increased work-
loads. He began with attacks on teachers
and public servants, with electricity and
railway workers to follow

He planned to scll off public asscts, and
selectively privatise parts of functions of the

public service. The government could then
use the funds raised this way for electorally
popular programs like law and order
campaigns, and main roads

Greiner looked to two reports to set the
scene for the changes and help sell them to
the public. The Block Report had been
commissioned by Labor, and was wnilen by
the same David Block whose earlier report

paved the way for the “reforms” which have
demoralised farge sections of the Common-
wealth public service

Block is a fan of Margaret Thatcher, He
recommended “letting the managers man
age” and Greiner seized eagerly on this
point. He put managing director-like heads
in charge of autonomous government
departments, and gave them responsibility
for cutting jobs by 10 percent.

The Liberals also commissioned a state
audit under commissioner Curran. The
auditors reported in July 1988 thal the state
was in debt 10 the tune of $46 billion. They

ted “inefficient” organisations such as

State Rail, Elcom, and the State compo
board, advised sclling assets and sug
taking on contract labour

Even conscrvative accountants baulked
at the Cuman commission's accounting
methods. But the report set the stage for
culs, and made it harder for union militants
1o convince their colleagues to fight them.

NOTHER facter making life harder
for unionists was (he legislation passcd

Nick Greiner: a new stralegy for the bosses?

through parliament in 1988, By early
August, the Essential Services Act was in
place.

Like similar legislation brought in under
Labor, it provides for forcng strikers back
10 work. But what's especially ferocious
about it is that it widens the definition of
essential services, so thal almost any
militant action can be targened.

Unions can be deregistered for a min-
imum of three years for engaging in actimty
“contrary to the public interest” and
gove nment I[\\P\‘l.[l‘l’b can seize umon
property and compel work fo be dune,_;ftl\'h
preater powers than (he police. This
B slation was one of the faciors that dros
striking Elcom employces back 10 work in

Barry Unsworth: paved the way

Qctober 1988, \ B
However, confrontation with the unions 15

not the centre of Greiner's SULegy. He
appears to have decided on a slightly mere
sophisticated approach after sceing the
strength of protest SWOPPAEES A2 st the Act
Jast year. Greiner told a hosses” luncheon i
December that use of the Essential Services
Act is “Jess likely to anse l_lhego\-cmmc_m
gets the changes it wants in the industrial
relations system. _

In Junc 1988, Industrial Relations minis-
ter Fahey appointed Professor Nl]im.d }o

roduce a Green Paper on industrial
relations. The govermment wanted the pu;:erl
to give them & mandate for increased legal
sanctions against strikes, stepping up

ywers lo dercgister unions. smashing
compulsory unionism_ and bringing 1o
factory-level awards and agrecments.

Nilands delive
Greiner wanted.

red a fair amount of what
But his recommendations
are really just part of a wider pmcr-r'\. u\
industrial relations restructuring which 15
~curring around the country-
i ﬁu‘ Ggmn Paper calls for & ﬂ.u:cnll’lllscdf
is to be :u_\::n:guryb‘u
consciEntious. ohjector 10 w:zﬁe:u;ﬁ
ship, mmud-bc.u E
There will be &
The Green Papst disting!
of union action interest
lnn: art of establishing "i“.:,.”“”‘“‘ .
“rights” dispules occurmng
“gm;rd]'ﬁ]w former are lawiul the latier
an el A new style Commission woul
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ich categon i i The McKelll Labot govemment inter.  support. A 24 hour s

its my::rﬁ%ﬂupmrmo:,nm vened to complement the activity of nllm\:l‘cd 30,000 10 the ngEEarE:c'n [
impose they S8y 18 $10,000 per day or  capitalists. The oint Coal Board helped  a protest rally drew 70,000 on 17 A"‘Ew

dmm:‘ m:g.sijyd\anbcfum modemnize the economy BY designating .Hu[ the campaign was tightly
frer mm?,m ‘motion, the Labor  production fargets, promoting mechanisa- by the union officials. The mm,,”',""‘*
GAmul has gone very quiet about these fion and running mines itself. Coal was “"‘.“““’hh"'““’e" PATENt groups gt
proposals. The TLC Sfficials go around important, as “cal fired electricity supplied  union became an cnd in et
ing that the 2 fotier than an cnerpy-iniensive manufECtUrnE Secior Er‘wrvcd at all costs. Mass meging. !
Epmed.:mumwm fo be a good excuse Similarly the NSW gavernment emb- ept !1\ a minimum, the union gig E‘s Wy
ot fo fight it lished the Electricity Commission to assist  publicise those that did ocour, gng \.nr\t b
manufacturing and provide infrastructure,  teachers soon found that the ﬁmu e
jdolize the free market ‘When the Liberals came 10 power in 1965, ake them very seriously. N didry

4s a tool for reforming the NSW  their “free market” ideology didn’t stop
" them from intervening in the economy In

i

A_u:ml'ghNSWistllerrm industriglised  fact, they established the Department of
minhmﬁ&l-@mynemsnfimdmn Decentralisation and Development to
haye a low labour productivity, and cannot promote economie development

compete internationally. The Liberals say Today's privatisation push, by both Labor
this is a result of excessive government and Liberal parties, reflects new trends in

intervention and over-profection, which
they hlame on Labor governments. None of
their claims are terribly accurate.

The post-war economic reconstruction
program in NSW was concerned primarily
with the absorbtion of ex-service personnel
and with industrialisation. Domestic indus-
1ry had boomed during the war, particularly
im the iron, steel and metal industries. BHP's
Port Kembla and Newcastle steelworks
assisted in the development of sieel-
dependent manufacturing.

the world economy. By transferring some
organisations to the private sector, povem-
ments hope to make them more efficient,
usually at workers’ expense. [t doesn't really
mean government is withdrawing from the
cconomy, though. On the contrary it means
new forms of govemment intervention.

One of Greiner's most rapid interventions
was in the education sector.

Having made an election pledge to
“improve” the state education system, the
government proceeded in its first mini-
budget to announce a series of funding cuts.
Just about all areas were hit

In TAFE, the govemment introduced fc
for students, and announced plans (o gi
teachers a heavier workload. In some cases,
workoads were to rise by 75 percent.
Teacher who taught at night were to have
their daylight equivalent loadin,
In second and in pnmary/in schools,
over 2500 teaching positions were abol-
ashed along with 800 ancillary positions.

The cut coincided with ambitious plans o
review the whole education system. The
Scott Review would examine administrative
and management practices, while the
Camrick Commuittee would scrutinise
Public Insruction Act

abolished,

the

HE RESULT of the reviews seems

certain to be an increase in private
education in NSW, as state services are cut.
At the same time, changes to the curricu-
It{m will make the state system more
I!Lrecllly attuned to the needs of industry.
That is the purpose of the “School and
Business/Industry Link Project”.

RRGET ABOUT
SufscRIBING TO
GOCIALIST ACTION
<« AND Nofepy
&ETS HURT ¢

Sociaust
AcTion

The closer links between edu
cation and

H‘Lduslry embody the same philosophy as the
plans announced by Labor's John Dawkins
in |h(-. federal sphere: schooling at all levels
15 1o serve the goals of private profit

Greiner's attack on teachers
political motives as well
Teachers' Federation wa
PIg in expenmenting with
industrial relations sf-‘sl.cm

clearly had
The NSW
0 be the puinea
changes 1o the

10issues .. §7 20 But the govern ;
s5Ues ment ran =
Name . ... 2 v ’I":Ic Issues were ew:n[uall; ;:I‘::,rr‘ciA‘i"::'w“{Ih)
ey ean Industrial Commiss e
Address 64 million in :uﬂ‘:n.‘."wntre the proposed

: P e million. The Cummissio:!war:‘rl::m e

A e ‘
?vnih“m r:a‘\ By muking ::El:n:rllg
mdcs‘prm_ cuts, Metherell had succeeded

g;::)k:ng ;:ry broad opposition

eachers, parents and siudents
;'ﬁ;’;’f‘;?‘[ .:heT BOvemment's m?]v:-sm'}:‘l:
i © Teachers' Federation to mount
ce campaign which attracted Ereat

s s+ioe-... Posicode |
15 Bon 774, Brungmch B
Eheaues pavabie 10 Socialist Acion
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state-wide rolling stoppag;
by the union’s TAFE council.

S0 the union mounted no
to the loss of the

decision 1y ™
€5 Was oy

1o real chal)
500 jobs. And ‘”farmf.

year, the umion's campaign againg

government has been virtually non. exig 5
The union has relied far too much (m-
Industrial Commission. The l.'umr:"fh(
may have found against the gnv:rmn:‘w1
of widespread public protest, turJ

a rule it will lean to the “mp]nv:r‘;‘uf,; Li

a i

disputes. For

E;

for absent colle
for emergency

achers.

3 nple, a Commiss
decision has formalized the practice
secondary teachers taking “extra” NT“G:

ues. This means less by

A‘ IN so many areas, the Libenk
support for private education buildss

the legacy of the previous Labor regime.

Neville Wran's govemnment providad o i
per-pupil subsidy to every registered privi
of services: pay

school, plus a rai
first 12.5 percent int

] " -re lso. 300 workers had
by a private school, exemption fro were ready to fight against 1Djpeacept 10 e .)L\[”HL \\ :\ retrenchment package
ate school, e - 1ccepted a voluntary retrenchm 2
o II AR 'l‘ mp “".‘J Il P‘:‘_ <uts, worsened conditions and privatisat accepted a v lI:Jp 1 S et
B an d El ax, CONAAry i - Ak R nec C {) T c =t
e Tiors J o 'I'““ ;ljn L | Fllowing a one day strike, a mass mecting  followir ur :nmm
alle ces and access (o i B i aes o il ng e
e eri il acaly voted in favour of rolling stoppages pro- .tn;\Hurh 10]}\‘71 o cential Services Act
« ANCY SCIVICes, ‘ ffi hreat of the Essentid ices
k i by Public Service Association ofit I i
Labor also made il e enough to force the strikers back 1o
| Labor also made umerou atulsn . ol Butthe campain nver happcrid proved enough o force the
achers, the most notorious being in 148

when *

twing” Education Minister Rod
ney Cavalier stood down 39 teachers wh

refused to accept larger class sizes

Protesting against Labor Minister
who made attacks on leachers
fashionable?

Cavalier

Eliryeg

Eventually, State Rail

best anti-Gremer actons
b i called a one-day strike in I

were sparked by secondary students. Methe-
rell’s plans to te urriculum content to the
needs of industry. and to reduce the choice
of subjects, led 0 militant demonstrations.
In Sydney's western suburbs a Sec m.!]n-.|
Jited :

through a report tabled in parliament
Elcom maintenance Workers he
their work practices. They found it har
broaden out the dispute
employees whose work prac

Sudents Union was formed, and it recrt
several hundred membcrs.
State public servants alsc

tices had

showed they

higved more,

work. But it might have ac
the union officials not
employers (o assure t

Rank and file activists ca
mass meetings and strike days, |
climate for more sustained
response to this pressure, the offic
a stoppage for 2 August when a special
sitting of parliament was passing the
ssential Services Legistation. At the stke
meeting, PSA members supported

further
create the
tion. In
Is called
to defy the Essenli

The first year of the Greiner gOVEr
has shown that the Liberals canncl off

education protest. The Greiner government
was (0 be allowed to divide and conguer
The officials now moved to kill the I
campaign. No more delegates’ meetings
were called in 1988. Meanwhile the job cuts

government :
B perhaps the most important difere

Greiner, thus far
sht. Because Workers don't I
that his govermment 15 their

aders supported them,
¢ the action to other
members or organise any suppor.

tion and PSA leaders, and other
officials toward the governmenk 18
different than their atutude 10
Unsworth: they are cage
squash militant action.

NDUSTRIAL workers have not been at

i |
from a frontal assault on trunsport workers g0 before he qualifies as d Jatter-day

when the education i c c Petersen. in Whi
. ucation issue became such a hot e erothy Morgan nd Phutip Whi

B R e

R

Authority workers
december, when
the threat of job cuts became explicit

weck-long strike in October over changes to

to other Elcom

joined with_ the
he public that the lights
would stay on, or if they had been prepare

" al Services legislation.

Jtemnative dramatically different to Labor

ave illusions
government

ot very
Wran and
r 1o do deals 20

centre of the struggle against Grein-  For this reasit, tablished
er. In part, this is because they are more defeated by relying "“_tmlh;;t;mtm the
likely 1o be covered by federal awards. leaders of the labour WFEIC oG g way (0
Partly, it 1 basauae Grainer backed away  other hand, Nick Greloer Ul

Sociaust ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for socialism: the creation of
a classless society in which the econo-
my will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nething in common with real socialism

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The expe-
rance of Labor in power has shown fhe
bankrupicy of atlempls 1o tinker with the.
sxisting capitalist system. The capdalists
wil not allow a peaceful, pariiamentary
road to socialism. Their state 15 & weapon
lass rule, and must be smashed.

1d a{ 4 Mass Workers' Party

rd 10 Warkers need a revolutionany party.
The working class canngt make a revoil-
tion through spontaneous upheavals. The
hosses are organised and we need 1o
organise 100 Today we work to build 2
stronger. revolutionary movement oul of
the struggles being waged on he job and
around social profest isSues. Tomorrow
we must create 8 mass workers party 10
Jead the struggle for socialism

also

, had : :
Internationalism

We are internationalists. The wor(kl.ng
class exists in &l cou ntries, and ‘he‘ib' .Jrlrj
gle far spcialism knows no naliona’ eaw‘e
ers. A socialist revolution ;a[mnl w‘rnaﬂ
within a single county t must be spré
« 1t will fail. For these

ment
er an

a rank - Id | 1o other countnes of & worldwide:
ard filt motian for & strike on. 17 August, On the ""“"-")-LI”“" ‘"A‘;t}“ ;I“l}; :‘u:‘v‘:\r reasons '.l\'e ilipﬁ:g;;;g 2 ssures ke
ght to AUSKTE nent, and W8 0 measul

the same day as the education rally ary changes brough! 5 e \he workers of
The ul‘ru Is m'u:m o carry out the lan society by the ALP, and theit p"ftnlr‘ protectionism w».mn‘lu:;yrge Only under
% s & NSW fit comfortably into the policies being | Eo o equniry aganst & be an end

decision, arguing that the teachers’ union J by the Hawke 1 can there
didn't want industrial issues to cloud the pursued nationally by world 1 of nuclear wWar, and

e s0cal
g threa

1o war and the !
an end 10 the a0USe of the

L iberation from (ppression
and against he

ment.
nce 15 environme

has proved casicr (0]

We fight for liberation

10 take action against L
went ahead, and public assets like Home \hey are more Willing 1¢ Il‘:k _HL, ':I‘m;[,m;s oppression of womet rﬁ:ﬁg@r.;'egs:wcn
vih abbatcir disanpeared with scarcely 8 it And when they do, they can SOMERTE ) SR o ays, Al of tnese f0 e
ripple - iy carcely & 1 (Y ide sections of the publc & a0 G213 - chida the workng clase T

2 is an essenta
: - .d retren them crener [ fight 8 ainst them 1S Tent.
mclr::‘ -P-SL-'\ officials m,,.mm!u .\mml\ T greatest obstacle md‘.h.Jm.__L(w_r;l“:;‘ wcmg a united ravulu;vgﬂ‘:;l‘rr\;ﬁ(:‘\’:numg
ment packages or gave fimited support to . SHEE oy burcaucracy Trades | They can o0l be anest BT
il defensive actions. When 40 local ring aside, the atutude of the Trades {0 Clism and biding s0¢i
court houses were to be closed, the clerks P"‘:“l e Council, the Teachers Federa-
and Labor Counc

ot S'aaciufisrl-ldr'ﬁn

jefield
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recent headlings are
about Soviet Georgia, where. 18
& were killed when soldiers
attacked demonstrators, provok-
ing & general strike that 5hy|_
factories and Ijlrungh: public
sport 1o a hall
n‘am demonstrators have op-
enly demanded independence
from the Moscow regime. In fact
(his demand has been prominent
in Georgia since 20,000 people
demonsirated i Thilisi on 25
Fehmary, the day the Red Army
entered Georgia in 1921.

That the creation of Soviet
power is now looked upan with
distaste by Georgians is one
more damning commentary on
the “socialism™ built by Stalin
and his successors.

N ANOTHER “soci

country, Yugoslavia, the ag.
ony of Kosovo continues.

The trouble is being provoked
by Slobodan Milosevic, leader of
the Serbian Communist Party,
whi has been stiming up Serbian
chauvinism for over a year now.
Serbs make up eight of the
approximatcly 23 million people
of Yugoslavia.

Under Tito, the fear of other
natiomalities that Serbia would
dominate the couniry led to the
creation of wo “aulonomous
provinces” within Serbia: Koso-
vo and Vojvodina. Most people
in Kosovo are ethnic Albanians

Today Yugoslavia faces an
economic ensis. But not all areas
are suffering equally. The north

em republics of Slovenia and
Croatia are more economically
viable than Serhia, Kosovo and
Macedonia are more depressed
Per capita income in Kosovo is
one third that in Serbia. Serbian
Communist Party leaders are
wormied that poor provinces like
Kosovo will ally themselves with
the northern republics against
the government in Belgrade.

In 1981 a nationalist uprising
in Kasovo was crushed by Serbi
an troops in brutal fighting. RBut
the problem persists. Today the
Albanians outaumber Serbs in
Kosovo eight 1o one, and they
have & higher birthrate. This

mnerves Serbian chauvinists
Playing on their fears, Milo-
SeVIC continues the policy he
began midway through last year
of sending in thousands of Sarbi-
w pullutd and soldiers, Now he

5 used oew lepislation
transfer control nfgthc Kw;:‘:\
E‘:{bl;_ and judiciary over 1o

The rioting which resulied has

alrcady led 1o numerous dey
ths
{over 20 at the time of wriling).

Georgian fruit vendor in Thilisi: where will the national unrest lead?

National strife: bursting
out all over

BUI NATIONAL oppressic
is not the unigue preserve
the so-called
societies.

Consider the predic
the Turks of Western Thrace,
northemn region of Greece. The
Greek socialist paper Workers
Solidarity recently exposed
appalling situation there

The k state says there is
no distinct Turkish minority
because other Moslems live in
Thrace: Pomaks (B
and Gypsies. Noncthele
cause of the similar treatment
meted out to them all, especially
the youth, a common ethnic
consciousness has emerged

Since 1938 a law says persans
of non-Greek extraction who
make a journey may be suspect
ed of not wanting to retum
Needless to say, it is a local
afficial such as the regional
police chief who decides. Such
persons can then have their
property confiscated.

Turks find it almost impossi
ble 10 buy land or even repair
existing buildings. It is hard for
them to pet a driver's licence.
even harder to get a licence 1o

“socialis

t of

he

operate agricultural machinery
Their fanm land is often
propniated on the pretext (k
15 needed for a university or
airport .. which is never built
500 acres of land in Komotini
expropriated to create an indus
tnal zone were redivided a year
later among Greeks, 3
They have the lowest per
capita income in Greece, the
fewest telephones and televi
sions, the highest incidence of
tuberculosis and the highest
infant mortality rate. Basic cdu
cation 1s a joke Tc are not
enough gualified teachers, so
Turkish children are illiterate in
hath Greck and Turkish
The greatest benefit to the
Greek state is that anti-Turkish
chauvinism keeps Greek
workers tied to their own ruling
. Such sentiments are delib
ely manipulated. For exam
ple, Turks who are conscripted
Into the anmy never get past the
rank of eorporal because they
are secn as “agents of Ankara”
(the capital of Turkey)
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ARXISTS have always
rgued that n
pression is huilt into cap

The ruling class, whether its

Kremlin bur
ational divisi
workers' att

ons [0

om
th ain source b
lems: cconomic exploitation.

the

. the Tibetans
s in Spain ... and it applies
1o the oppressed nationalities in
Greece, Yu nd the
Soviet Union

The Soviet

Stitutior

suarantecs 10 IS
uent republics the
to secede. Gol hev only
the hypocrisy of the
viet system by setting his facc
against the demands of national
minoritics

Southerm
national
all

But as the people «
Ireland can testify,

ence doesn't solv
yroblems, Capitalism will

w ways 10 ex
and your own local rulers will be
the main beneficianes.

For that reason, all the na-
tional ferment currently under=
ad (o0 little good unless
it opens the way for people 10
consider social and economic
issues as well.

Mark Marcott

WALESA running (1]
Ij?:lresident of Poland?

i anning Lo
He might 0, Tttt
dmlnnl.ll 1995, f befe!
can be discussed shows
f H:!r; Easterm l'.um[\c!s\h -
fug\ R).cprcwnulwl:\ of the §
I::.;\mcm and S_olu anity '.|
gned an “anti-crisis -1["-"-“1
LBy s o be legalicd and
elections 10 the Pol \\ .w-d
(parliament) are to be reformed
(ke the Gorbachev reforms in
lﬁle USSR, the change inF \lLIr\l(I
are partly 8 response lu\-..uu:;\ 1
e crisis. But un_m.u them, L II“-
are also being imposed on the
‘\c,_-imu by pressure from below
On the surface General Jaru
selski’s willingness 1n talk is
curious. Last year the
ment had succeeded in T
out [we powerful strike waves
by workers in May and Sef
cember. In the latter casc, &
strike by 3000 miners in
\ripgered a movement th
neak involved over 1
:\.ukcr‘ in 20 cnierprses,
the strike

The legalization of Salidarity
15 4 good development, but on
the whole the reforms logk
ominous. Decisive political pow-
&I remains in the party and the
military, not in the Sejm Apan

Tom that a presidential position
15 to be ereated that will have
wide reaching powers such as
the issuing of decrees and parli-
amentary veto, Contrary to
Walesa's sugpestions, the regime
will have the numbers (o elect
the president

Lech for
President” is
no solution

'OR THEIR part, Walesa
and the opposition have
agreed tn accept responsibility
for helping reduce the budget
deficit, inflation and the foreign
debt, and for introducing
market competition.

Last May the Sejm got the
power 1o close unprofitable
plants, order layoffs and block
wage nses. Solidarity will now
be under enormous pressure Lo
support and implement altacks
on the workers.

The deal also includes a sta-
e that Solidanty cannot call
strikes until it convenes a con-
gress. The congress is (0 be held

within a year

Sa the Solidanty leadership is
compromised and the regime
gains eredibility for its “demo
cratic” institutions. But Jaruzels-
ki's success is far from assured.
It depends on whether he can
\“I\l‘F:‘” a conservative bac klash
within the state bureaucracy,
and the ability of Walesa and the
Solidarity leaders to quickly sell
the pact Lo an impoverished and
an  increasingly sceptical
workforce

The workers are also N‘m%
) cd a left alternative. £
\nllle:::m of the old SlaILd.Lrlly
\caders such as Andrzcj Gwiaz-
o, are opposing the deals. The
niew Polish Socialist Party ‘UL;
mocratic Revolution) 15 secking
{0 build rank and file orgunisa:
tion in the workplaces and 10

Lech Wal
persu rcluctant
around the country U
strike

But Walesa's ability to im
his collaborative style on
workers' moven
ished over the |
This reflects an
trust of Wa P
indicated by the cont
some of the strikes even afte

intervened

e

NEW radicalism is believed

to be growing in the indus-
trial cities of Lodz, Szczecin and
Gdansk, At the beginning of the
“round le’ ks in Febru
ary, 8000 coal n
chatow struck for higher wag

Walesa: accepted no- strike deal CeT

ecent 1alks & n€

Fax incentives to attract for Duni r...lu;\:c‘l sk

«n investment and joint development \\., e

i ¢ venlures arc yet o ally recopnized [ACE e
private-state venture ly recopel i

interest have I
zelski has finally dec
make political concessions |I\_.||
incorporale Solidanty mto the

reform process

: 5 e socialist
¢ any impact. And atiempts @ » the agreement. ¢ g penuine socialis
The Belchatow mine supples make any IMpack SRC L 5. dons regarding the SEF 0 promote @ 2
] 10 convince: Poles that price rises 1 e atthe OPZZis  Deccive :
coal to Poland’s largest power ol cuts are in their anly, it : bt the competition The Uhistorle” ‘duP“F""
plant and the strike clearly failed dismal y  concerned a ki and Walesa
placed Solidarity negotiators

lized  popween Jaruze
he workplace. But

new tendency

¢ with @

it will hav
Solidanity in U
it also reflects 4
within the party whit A
reforms should be led by
l  niot the opposition.
Eight weeks of talks Im\duhx‘!
preement that 15 being ca J
e rc, Tt covers the ecand
i rrade un-
it will

J be just another

may turn out k&

under pressure. o
Eventually the strike was
abandoned after Solidarity Na
tional Executive Commission
members persuaded the miners g .
10 accept 1\ 2000 zloty increase "l’lll.\ DECISION “'"‘.‘d
instead of the 30,000 they were ructions in the government
demanding. The Polish Communist Party is
The continuation of strike notorious for its internal div- :
action into 1989 suggested 1o isions, dating back to he grent CH

i e rise of ions. :
the government that s old als following the o Sllow Solidarity

stage in Poland’s on-going class
warfare.

Philip Whitefield

party ant

histonc
government and !
Bl implemented, it ¥
(o operate legl
T

e union, and

solutions of coercion combined  Solidarity at the start o imately s & UBCE T g As
with making local concessions 19805, In those days, n divisien - LR ccess to the MEE T
were 1o longer workable, Atthe  between reform and anti- 8 Ly gpposilion & e
same time, the country’s poor  reform facti e ven 35% of {05 :]L'[‘\, partici-
economic performance in 1988  alyzed the p Bejm and be allowe ¢ o newly M i
had made a mockery of the so-  imposition of in_elections [0 soldurity oIl

walled

third of the party’s pal®

second sié i R rmed Senate.
hip resigned.

e of eco

1982,
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The co
care

aren't kidding around.

“J’s mot just Hazel that
Hawke is cheating on, its child
care centres!” declared Annic,
whose child has been at a coun-
el run child care centre for a
number of years. She was speak-
ing at a rally organised by the
Victorian Child Care Action

Group.

The rally was protesting about

the mew gavernment requirc-

ment for parents who want
subsidized child care 1o go to the

Department of Social Security
for income assessment. Many
recently employed parents want
nothing to do with Social Secur-
ity and their long delays. Pre-
viously centre managers as-
sessed income. As we o to press
six councils are boycotting the
TIEW ASSESSMENL Process
Another issue is that of home
based child care. Councils pay
women a pittance 10 care for
children in their own homes. The
women have to supply toys and
pay for all the extra overheads.
They are classificd as independ-
ent contractors, and are figl
to be recognised as employees
Parents and children also
came in droves to a march of
child care workers and mother-
crafl nurses later in the week
striking over the indefinite ad.
journment of their w claim
by the Industrial Relations
Commission
Childcare workers cam be.
tween $272 and $302 a week.
Their claim for a $59 increase
has been with the Commission
since July last year
At the heaning, even before
the employers put their case, the
commission suspended proceed-
ings on the prounds that the
federal Industrial Relations
Commission was considening a
similar claim for ACT and NT
workers, and the national wage
bench was proceeding with the
award restructuring case
The workers were outraged
A Union organiser compared
their position to that of nurses,
declaning that saoner or faer the
sense of their exploitation will
become so clear that they will
noL put up with being stood on
any longer and they will (ake
action.”
And take action they did — a
P meeling, a rall
men‘ first ever s\rigke, witlt{ ::‘;,
Ents’ suppart. Parents often have
Lo wail two 1o three years before
: Place 2 mlunm: for their
il 'aremis want
child care, and the v.nr‘lc?;ﬁ\lnl-:f:
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\ N'S RIGHTS
ntinuing b

THESE childcare workers

L}

Demonstrating for child care in Melboune

look after their children should
be paid quality wages.

Even though places at child
care centres have mcreased they
still only cater for 47% of
children needing care. The de;
mand for free, 24 hour centres
controlled by staff and parents
was first senously raised by the
women's liberation movement in
the early seventies. Now that
women are 46% of the work
force and over half of women
over 15 work, the need is even
maore immediate

The demands of 20 years

were raised at a time when the
traditional family -

mum, dad

ians aged 25 W 29 ar
together than are married

! Only
36 percent of traditional house-
holds are accupied by the nu
clear family

parents simply cannot be expect
ed 0 do all the work of child
rearing themselves. Just like
universal public education took
on a number of the tasks of
raising and training school-age
children, it 15 only logical that
education should be |1r:\\ ided for
the under-fives

Although child care seems a
simple demand,it is very difficult
for capitalism to carry it out. The
system still needs the sexist role-
models which the family reinfor
tes — women as “home bodies”
— 1o divide the workforce, by
c ‘mnclu_mg WOmen into certain
women's jobs™ and convincing
workers generally that these jobs
are less important,

10N

That's why our rulers keep
wying to have two bob each
wiy: they keep talking about
child care, then finding ways to
restrict it
¢ only way to get them to
make up their mind is to step up
the kind of demonstrations and
industrial action we've seen
recently.

Jeff Goldhar

w
Huge rally
in Washington

HALF A million marchers filled
the streets of Washington on 9
April to support abortion rights.

It was the biggest rally since
the Vietnam war, maybe the
biggest in America’s histo

A famous Supreme Court
decision of 1973 gave women
the right 1o choose abortion. On
April 26 this year, the Court
began hearing iments seek
INg 10 limit or even overtum that
Judgement

The onginal decision reflected
changes in American society
More women had entered the
workforce, and were by
more confident in demanding
their rights. Women fighting mlr
freedom for black people and
the Viemamese hegan 1o s
what about us? 2
Mi«: ;\‘::f::la %:ll\\':‘l,hn' world a
! en's libera-
on. It was this changing mood
that made it possible 1w demand
reater abortion rights

ABORTION

cooming

ay

During the 1970s the country

1g back to the right,
1980s nald Re:

it There m

Day O'Conn

and i
n ap

conservalives to th

ay be

em now to tum

progressive in
The Washington

of Sandr ar
Reagan appointee who is a cnth
1973 decision, but may
1 swinging vole
I they pretend other-
i I in e swayed
mass pi One ol them,

Justice Rehnqu
1986

lecture that
might
I'hey

newspapers
family and frie

9 April

. J & i
Rallying for abortion rights
Washington

hard Emerson

You can bet they're talking

in

5 these are reas

some Way! e
able statements. It all de pg__mh
! can by !
what you mean b
m‘lfhm:) word conjures up 2

f workers shuffling their

ass

icture O b
- ng their forelocks, an
I lu%‘ﬁn@'d ye be, Squire” as

’ﬁ"'ﬁu goes by — then there is
lTl:ﬂa.b( system In Australia

And if you ask most pL‘\\]ﬂ)l.!.
wghich class do you belong o
{hey might 53y they're mididle

a[?vuu Jook at the question just
25 a matter of income this can
easily lead 1o the conclusion \I\. L
people on pensions 0T the
are Vlower class” Alan Bond and
Kerry Packer are “upper class
and the rest of us arc middle
class.

But socialists have an entirely
different perspective. There is 4
<ense in which social ses Are
a necessary part of capitalism
This has to do with relanionships
at work between people and the
respurces mecessary 10 produce
wealth (the “mcans of
production”).

HE CAPITALIST class is
Tm;\de up of people who own
or control the means of produc-
tion: the factories and offices,
the machinery and equipment.
Because they control these
things, they can get other people
to work for them.

This system also determincs
the purposes for which produc
tion takes place. In a rational
society, no one would do work
unless it had a useful purposc. In
capitalism, the boss docsn't care
whether the goods being pro
duced are useful or not. He or
she wanls @ profit

If useless or harmful goods
yiell a profit, workers will be
hired to produce them. If a cure
for AIDS or a better mousetrap
is unprofitable, employers will
throw their workers onto the
dole queue rather than produce
it

Workers' place in production
influences the rest of their lives
Their incomes are lower than
those of most other classes, and
their health is worse. They have
less access to education, and
they gei a worse deal in the
counts. One study found that 26
percent of professional people
againsi whom offenses were
proved had the charges dis-
missed. Only 4 percent of un
skilled workers were so for
Tunate

The class system explains the
disiribution of wealth. One pe

e ——

ur class society

cent of the adult population
owns over a fifth of Australia’s
wealth, the top tenth almost 60
percent. The bottom half own
less than 8 percent

()SSES and workers are the
Blwn main classes in capital-
ist society, but not the only ones.
There are farmers, rich and
poor, and there are the layers of
hard-core jobless, derelicts,
druggies, prostitutes and crims
that i

socialists refer to as the
"\Ilm[l\‘npnl‘l‘l.:.lri.‘.ll”‘

In between the capitalists and
the working class there are also

middle classes.

The term “capitalist’ makes
most people think of a top
hatted 19th century cancamure
But it applics just as well to the
top ers of BHP or Ford,
Telecom or VicRail. These pea-
ple may or may not own shares
in the company they run. But
together with the other semior
(and in the public
control

Managers
sector, politicians) they
the resources and call the tune

How the Australian worklorce
breaks down into classes

The sclf-employed form &
distinct class Like the bosses
they own some capital, but it's
not enough 1o religve them of
\he burden of working them-
sclves. They might hire em-
ployees, but stll work alongside
them.

In public and private bureauc-
racies there is another kind of
middle class. Supervisors and
forepeople tell you what to doat
a given moment, ‘n_ul they don't
control the productive process a5
a whole.

A third kind of middle class is
made up of pmft&!wmla who
exercise a ol of control over
their work, Lawyers and doctors
often fall into this calegory, a5

They make decisions about
levels of employment, invest-
ment in new means of produc-
tion, marketing goods and sel
assets. They have the nght
to change the decisions of their
subordinates about day to day
yperations.
P Whereas in Karl Man(s day
the firms were often owned
and run by individuals, today the
|arge Corporations arc r,p.;:dm
im by bureaucratic capalists
In this way, the bureaucrals
running industry 0 Russia and
China, where control is centra
lised in the state machinery, are
fially sumular to our own

essen
rulers. o

The pawer capitalists have a5
rs or controllers of means

DTS ¢ college lectur-
: “::-\Luumn explains why they do "";'II“T\‘P[::‘: o ialle class
o ¢ D! 5

o omes and €T 4
tend 1o have high incomes af o il e ezed in imes

s

of capitalist cnsis- In l:!cll,btlpic-
cause they lack workers' ability
1o organise and stop production
o2 mass scale, they can be very
badly hit and hecome quite

desperate:

Status

Waorkers have no control n\:r
{he means of production. LL\\\!;"Z
capitalists who make & ;h L
celling goods, wmher:‘“. e
pothing 10 sell but their abiiity

s role is o follow ; o”
s T.n\-"mdme \heir 1abour  This brngs U Vlm.: L(ncn I
ey e - whether st important class !
g " pting g king class. Be-
the way ~ 5 chickens al  ociety: the wor g closs. Be
s means guting g b,
s T pressing panels a1 e of i potion sl 02
Steggles: B0 ing depasits 8t peart of the produc e prces
ANz workers have a socid o
Lk no other oppressed group
SSESSES. ;
‘Nnm&‘ g labour creales Ly i d?‘:
meani. y'swvahhm.npd the key to an¥ mlq-g_vw:
i jism. And it € 1y
o the have 8 M- iali

are 0 d
analysing modern society in
s __ Rick Kuhn

nnp::; of :unlryl over :::
means of 5

tuke the fion's shar¢ of the
. 13
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1912 Br

‘ers and police.

In the main demonstration on
wplgck Friday’ 73-yearold
working ¢lass activist Emma

Miller, leading a group of wom-

sioner on his horse with a hatpin.
“The Commissioner fell and gota
haking and painful bruising’-

Meanwhile thousands of
workers were being savagely
amacked by the cops.

Brishanc industry had been
chut down in a dispute over
mamwaymen's right (© anach a
union badge 1o their watch-
chains.

as “Bully Badger”.

The workers put forward a
log of claims for better wages
and conditions. and the right to
wear the union badge. The
company prohibited the badge

On 18 January, 1912 the
rramwaymen (ested the ban
Crowds watched as each de-
figntly clipped the forbidden
badge to hus watch chain. Those
who didn't were booed. Al the
Countess Strect depot the badge
wearers were laken off the
trams. Badger gave them the
choice of no badge or no job.

To the tune of “The Wearin'
of the Green” the defiant un-
ionists sang:

“Well never flinch, or budge an
inch, or scab or snoodge or

e
‘But beat oid Bully Badger by
wearing o' the Badge'"
_ That night 10,000 peaple
joined a mass protest umelingpm
Market Square (now King
George Square).

 After Badger refused 1o -

tiate, most of the working :E‘I.)l

lation of Brishane downed tools,

and on 30 January the pencral

strike was on, It was run by an

Il‘.“mmm Commitiee that al-
some !

Ll essentials to be
Women were prominent
the strike, and were praised ’I:‘I
union hl‘l‘lltlinb as “excellent
pu:kek.rs. The Worker com-

“The spirit imparted 1o the

Realising that the
I emi
and police could nat prm:

hane
Fuulmﬂses:wm
I'lawbnlﬂeimwemwm‘k-
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Emma Miller
& Brisbane’s

figh

striking unionists, the strike
commiltee formed its own force
of Vigilance Officers. The Police
Commissioner did not see the
500 Vigilance Officers as help-
ing his kind of law and order,
and the employers and the go-
vemnment became worried

The government recruited
3000 “specials™ from the busi-
ness and rural communities,
Contingents from the landed
gentry rode in from Esk,
Beaudesert and Lockyer, mov-
g conservative author Mabel

Fomest o celebrate them in
verse:

“Quick to help the right 1o win
come the specials nding in.
How the women's glad hearts

best
all along the cheenng street
Women like Emma Mil
Miller,
however, were nul cheering but
organising

()2 Eebruay, the day after
the general strike began,

AN

Wy

the major confrontation took
place. Strikers and supporters
held a procession two miles
long, including a contingent of
600 women led by E
Miller. Police Comi
Cahill refused a permit for the
march,

Once the march retumed to
Marker Square, a contingent of
women including members of
the Clothing Trades Union set
off for Parliament, followed by a
couple of thousand men. The
police tried (o stop them, but as
lfhc Ppress reported, “the female
I:::::cw w":mfl‘i determined to

e .
e ell on the fixed

Soon afterwards the police
altacked the dl‘muu\trdl\mi'! ;l\‘l\l;\
batons, nding down workers
with their horses. The women
fought back with umbrellas and
hal:pmi Stories differ about
wI cther Emma Miller's hatpin
fu‘;;ngm into Commissioner Ca-

or his horse, but cither way

rkers

a2 Woman Who “::I.irl’l
1 Yesterday, se I'm 2

o1 reader of the new
poter ine ITA, recently Plll_h'
Wk by Ita Buttrose for
lished DY s (ver 35).

he walked wil
@ ith a iy
afterwards Sk

The women shattered cony,
tional notions about the "Wuin
er

sex". The Toowaoniba )
" 2 C
lamented hronicie

i wolder
The amazons as ol ; s
ssociated i el us in her opeEMNE 155u€
:Jn strike_societies are state . '.!:a:lhc goud thing. about. Not
have defied police. This g, ;{nnng Been Bom Yesterday 15
8 conform

appear heroic; bui it was pegl
presuming on the chivalry of ir,
constables.” o

that “we don't have 10
1o other peaple’s images &
or how WE must be™

5o good. But @ few
d this

f what

The ladies of the establish
ment acted rather d]ﬁumnll.
The Queensland Women's 1-[.-,_!,
toral League gave thewr suppory
to “independent workers'
scabs), and praised the Spcu.:sl\.
whom they wanted o see be-
come a permanent nrgunimn;\n

confident, S, educated, un
derstanding determined, SUCCess
ﬁlambmo:umdﬁ_m :

5o we find that ITA is just the
came as all other women's mag-
arines. IUs about crealing an
jmage. n this case 1 also about
boosting an ego: lta’s

Her face looks out from the
cover with a Mona Lisa smile
and a $3 price tag

We might have hoped this
much announced publication
would be different. When lta
says that we “plder” women
need to be taken seriously she
sirikes a chord. The first issue
was sold out within hours.

But the prospective audience
that is “informed and wants 10
know more than the latest gos
sip” must be disappointed.

The second front cover shows
“the divine Miss Hepburn” Most
of the amicles are about sex
family, fashion, health. and
home pursuits such as cooking
and gardening. One or two work
related articles talk about wom
&N In management 0T NEW deas
in office designs. One or wo
“political” articles are light
interviews with light weight
politicians.

For the rest there is travel.
face-lifts and “the joys of the
afternoon nap” 2

Even within its limited world,
ITA is hypocntical. 1t's all very
well 1 say there should be no
apologies for the signs of age
._lln! to bemoan the lack of
images of elderly sex such as
“close-ups of swealing brows

HE FINAL outcome of the

strugple was mixed. Justice
Higgins of the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court declared that the
tramwaymen had the right to
wear (heir union badge.

They were also granted in-
creased wages, bul this was
overturned on appeal. The
sacked workers could only gain
re-employment on restoctive
conditions laid down by Badger

The strike led to the emer
gence of a workers' newspaper,
the Daily Standard, and the
strikers came out of the strug
with a new feeling of collective
strength

The Brsbane working class
had also gained new insights
into the role of the police. One
woman wrote in the strike
bulletin:

We now realise the purpose
for which the police force exists It
exists fo intimidate ws to break
our unions and sirikes, and help
employers (o bind and rivet
the chains of miny which they
have been carefully forging

The labour movement ho-
noured its women in the 1912
Labour Day March, by giving
Emma Miller pride of place
“Then” ted the worker,
came the ner of the Women
Waorkers with about 200 moth

ers and daughters of [_abour with wrinkles” Why then the
behind it”. ads for skin cream “especially
. for ¢ ¢ the T
e e those showing the visiblc

signs of premature ageing”™?
In this too, ITA 15 like other
women's”" m: ies. Having
created an image (“most of us
loak pretty good™) Butirose uses
it o sell advertising

The Woman Who Wasn't
Born Yesterday isn't always
presenied as having a good time
| can't resist quoting here the
overworked professional with
two children who said, “1 don't
;\Iﬂd having sex with my hus-
and, a5 long as he doesn't wake
me up while he does it'

But really it's a rather ordi-

strike, women were among the
finest fighters. "

_ This is a condensed and edited
version of an article by P
Young in the latest issue 0,
Hecate (available from PO Box
90, 8t Lucia 4067, $5).

: UBSCRIBE
to Socialist
Action

—_—

When the newly created Ho-

norary Feminist says *“the imag-

Hawke receives an “Honorary Feminist Award "

ination, foresight and determina
tion of women like lta Buttrose
are changing
ture of this country” he’s proba
bly chasing the womens vole,

the face and cul-

the current worry of the ALP’s

electoral analysts. After all

magazine editors are important

opinion makers

lta's cditorial actually gves
some ackmowledgment 10 the
Women's Liberation Movement
But she seems to think that the
siruggles we & d in lead
logically to this end: to be
“recopnised 1n the United States
and Europe” by “publishers,
marketers, and retailers — eve-
ryone who winls 10 expand their
market”

If you'd rather expand your
consciousness, there are betier
MAgAzines around. .

_ Janey Stone

w
Old Commaos
never die...

AUSTRALIA has not (s0 far!)
been a storm  centre of
socialism.

But since the 18805 there
have been women and men who
have called themselves socialists
and have struggled 1o do away,

BOOKS

Ne}N style, old tricks in
Ita’s mag

nary “women's” magazine Why
then did Bob Hawke launch it? It
can't just have been to get the
first Honorary Feminist Award

= .

once and for all, with poverty
and injustice.

John Sendy's biography of
Ralph Gibson tells about one of
them

Gibson was one of those
thousands of people whaose hor
ror at the miseny caused by the
Great Depression of the 19305
made them want 10 fight hack.

Sendy traces his waork in the
British and Australian Labor
Partics, and hus grOwing dusillu-
sion as he watched them forcing
\he burden of the s onto the
shoulders of those workers who
had voted them [t pawer

In 1932 Gibson wmed s
back on his well-to-do mc.k—
eround and a pmmmng aca-
&cmu carcer, o jon the Com-
munisi P of Australia l-nr.
more than 50 years he has
stayed with the party. despite
i assaults, the termble

b * and the re-
lled cocialism”_ an! 4
::Ilmg splits and decline 10 the

CPA E §

During most of this lmLu‘.
Gibson was 3 full-time WOTKE:
; He organiz®

for the party d
much of the & .'nm:p‘g":r;‘
unzmplny:d during the

s intervention 1N the mn\-:mc.‘::
against War and fascism. m‘:s { 5
oreat ke wave afier Yeer

War 2.

e

|s this what today's woman needs?

SoCIALIST ACTION

He helped edit the Victorian
Branch newspaper and was @
prolific writer. Many of his
hooks and pamphlets — includ-
ing his vision of Socialist Mel-
baume — arestill worth reading.

His greatest skill seems o
have been as i public speaker.
At the CPA's regular aftemoon
public meetings in the 19405, he
would hold and mave crowds of
up to 2000 people

He worked tirelessly (© spread
the ideas of socialism, of class
struggle, of opposition to war 12
\he working elass, jknowing that
this was the only class that could
give thes ideas life

achicve it Was tragically fawed
As late as 1987 e was still
arguing that Stalin l_-u;l made 2
“mighty contribution 10 the
advance of humanity despite -

o PA in the
hat the CPA in the
‘IIQHOS was drifting im0 refor-
mism, he he I i
ipaditional” authontana!
Lk re of the stalinist
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- [ALD bearded men all
Bovgr Australia must
have sighed with relief when
that manhunt for National
Safety Council boss John
Friedrich finally ended.

it while Friedrich is now gel-
ungliis just desserts, his inal and
the Government inquiry will f{u:u§
entrely on the concems of the
ruling class of this cauntry
The Establishment doesn't like
having one of ils major banks
npped off for $100 millict n if
il-is the nominally “public-owned
bank of Vicloria. Nor does i like it
security forces again Io g like
fools, allowing defence

and classified documents

intemational con-man who dic

Far the r
Friedrich affair raises v
questions.

Onge agam, w

week that eight
lone Aivu and
the eastern slales had heir worst
fioods in 15 years. the
ployees of the best-equipped
rescue organisalion in the land
were being toid there was no work
for them! Merely because one
boss umed out 10 be an over-
ambitious charlatan, the NSCA
was dismantled just a large
chunk of the couniry needed it
more desperately than ever
What this says aboul private
enerprise, and the privatisation
schemes of Bob Hawke, is ob-
‘vious. Friedrich’s ransack of a
privalised essential service is not
the rarity thal “free enterprise”
apologisis would like lo make out,
even in Auslralia where C
privatisation 15 limied.
The high-rolling Dr Geofirey
Edelsien left a trail of ruined

his way lo fhe bankrupicy court,
while his males in privale medi-
cine have long plundered the
public purse through over-
SeNViging. In privalised educ

an enbire school, MDA Grammar,

asked loo many
queslions aboul what he was
daing with their fees.

1 dant want lo sugges! that most
bosses are corrupt. They don't
need lo be — the system lels them
1ip us off with perfect legality. Many
mare have Friedrich's other falal
flaw: they are just plain Incompe-
tem al_ker.pmn a business afloat
Even in "guod” econamic fimes
like the present, 12,000 busi-
NESses & year collapse around
Australia, according 1o NSW go-
vemmen' figures. Of these lailures,
45% are due io “managerial
incompetence
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3 I
I wailing thre
medical praclices behind him on  cen

15 o forwal

them in holiday pa
NSCA's thy

HAT'S not all there was to
1he Friedrich atfair. There are
50 the suggestions of para-
military activities connected
with the NSCA.

The notion that the NSCA
be tumed into a privale @
CIA front is uniikely. For a s
300 operational
Uniled Firefighters Union (UFU)
closed shop, When the NSCA let
the Federal Police use one of its
helicapters to watch prote al
Pine Gap, the UFU very
Put an end 1o such overtly
acivity by the organisation. That

which a p
It is possible,

{whic
Palic
tional ar
raised

55, kinde
tation is that Friedrich
&n over-zealous

irying o get clos

er I
and police for the contracls

might come his way

But more sinister inter
are also ol

HE CHUMMINESS of the Es-
tablishment is the other
that stands out about the

r 10

So John Friedrich is gettind
the trial he deserves. Bul he
won'l be gelting the Investigs:
tion he deserves. Because thal
would reveal far more about 8
system that punishes workers
for the crimes of their bosses,

and promotes a crooked littie
empire-builder until he jumps uP
and bites it, than any govern:
ment could ever allow.
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Judge, jury,
executioner?

COPS were a hit “up-
tight” said NSW Police Minister
Pickering. He was trying 1o

iin the murder of 32 year
old David Gundy on 27 April.

Pickering has grounds o be
“yptight” too. Although the
circumstances are still unclear,
enough has emerged 1o show the
Killing was no accident.

The Aboriginal community
report that Gundy's house was
invaded at night by 70 palice of
the Special Weapons and Oper-
ations Scction. He was hit by
eight sholgun blasts.

The incident followed the
death of twao police on 24 April
These killings led to a huge
mobilisation in several states in
pursuit of another Aborigine,
David Porter. Grenades were
thrown inta the home of Porter's
brother, one landing and deto-
nating in a bahy’s cot.

A few hours earlier, police
had leaked to the press that

“It's none of your business —

Porter was going to be “blown
away”

Queensland police made it
clear that all Abongincs were
suspects. Dozens of Aborginal
homes were raided, usually at
might, invariably at gunpoint

The facts suggest the cops
killed Gundy in cold blood,
thinking he was Porter. This in
mum suggests that they are des-
perately anxious to suppress
Porter’s own version of the death
of the two police

Nick Gremner has resisted calls
for an independent inquiry,
leaving it in the hands of the

muunwdcrm [‘U}{ﬂl‘ll:ﬂ system. It is the police
who investigate a death 1
EDITORIAL phn:iem :wdcm; toa anw:mu:r:-:J
PO Bo, the way is wide open for :
PO Box 274, Brunswick | whircwash i
Tel (02) 330305‘52227 MTT Muirhead inquiry into
M ack deaths in custody has
ELBQUHNE revealed that coroner’s courts
50 Box 274, Brupswick | are especially useless in investi
T:;‘[UO%T ggga‘zzw Eating Aboriginal deaths.
SYDNEY
PO Box 381, Campsie - pUscs M"
New South Wales 2194
Tel (02) 550 1424 3
BRISBANE He's a boss
PO Box 99, 8t Luci i
Queensland 4067 4 a" rlght
Tel (07) 870 3705
CANBERRA BRUCE Springsteen has helped
PO Box 17 to assure that the American
Jamison Centre, E\mt industry must now abide
ACT 2610, “;“:;m Federal labour laws
COVer overtime paymens
WEEKLY and working mndilimta) i
MEETINGS Two former emplayees of
%""""'m i The Boss” have re[:'cn'lly =
‘|m‘“ma ::rnlllj‘gmnmh Lugaldhdnlc con-
Carton 1 ages and overtime
Wm o pa)tmems Bruce |.'ummu|:]}|:-aL
mi‘%"‘..,":.‘?;’%‘,‘,, 1 galcd hus workers to work long
i noﬂ:n W&‘hﬂ:l overtime rates and
. cquently handed fine:
L‘w: ;ﬁ minor offences. Fnr“:lll I:JT:JI::T
oA collar image Bruce claimed the
cw o music industry was “a different
e, - world presumably because he
o oaie cng);nyu! people in it
\oruner ringsieen has recently
£ drawn up a document which ail
GE 2 — SOCIALIST ACTION

he wasn't in custody.

of his employees must sign
before working for him. This is
basically an ag
that staff are unable 10 : any
Jegal action against Springsteen
or 1o discuss his life or work with
the media. One roadic signed
after being told that it was a
rental car agreement

Peter Parcher, Springsteen’s
attomney told the press “Bruce is
certainly 1001 percent for the
working man”. But it looks like
“The Boss” is just another boss

after all

Gee, thanks
Mr Greiner!

COMPO

ONE PARADOX of rightwing
Labor governments is that they
produce Liberal oppo tions
that try to posture as the
worker's friends.

When Barry Unsworth but
chered the NSW workers' com-
pensation system, the Libs tut-
tutted. And in the 1988 election
they hinted they would undo
some of the damage.

“Vote Liberal for workers
comp” chanted Liberal can
vassers in blue collar electorates.
.. Now they've announced their
reforms”. The injured worker's
nght to sue the boss fo il
gence will be restored, only if the
worker has suffered an incapac
;g}r of over 33 percent, This will
:\Iul rwé:hgrn:c cla o an
esimated 2000, or 2 ce
T wmkcr(i or 2 percent of
" Meanwhile there will be other
cuthacks. If you sue for negli-
f:;\u[:. you'll forfeit the right 1o
e Or_compensation. So you
fnr]:: u\ﬁﬂ: 8 negligence suit (o
e : t'lllwf.luygra nsurer 1o
i, enl compensation

sufler travelling g 4
wn“ If a "|nim\u\ JJI.‘-L‘J["""
1sn't due to another driver |-mI
you'll get nothing from gyl
cover or Transcover, Ok
I'his will save the
$30 million,
lo

1OVermme
Wrict w,um:: i
way toward p:wu)u' 5
cessful negligence suits,
The
butchery
ployers
from @

Slic-

rest of Unswonyy,

untouche l»-"_‘
nlinue 1o b releage
1y obligation 1o
light duties, and weekly ben
will continue to erode fn g
terms. i

Already they're scarcely mrp
than DSS payments. Greiner
like Unsworth, clearly expectt
the long-tenm ing; Citated o
depend on Social Security,

We don’t have to just cop
these outrages. In the early
1970s, building unions forcal
the weekly

insurance companies o stop
delays in payouts i

of action will be
n, not just in NSW
but also in Victora, where the
Cain Labor government is plan

»w
Defiant demo
over outrage

KARL MARX used to talk
about “rural idiocy”.

nee

STUDENTS

But it was some particularly
malignant morons who were
responsible for the Melbou
University Agricultural Societ

decision to advertise a “Rape
and Tillage Ball” in mid-May
An outcry among the campus
community soon obliged the
university Union 1o take down

all the posters advertising it
Brunswick Town Hall did the
same, but they said the couldn't
cancel the ball itsclf because
they were locked into a contract

That didn't satisfy fifty wom
en and men students who tumed
up 1o picket the event. A few
aspiring Malcolm Frasers in
penguin suits hurled abuse, but
they couldnt make themselves
heard above the angry chants of
the demonstrators.

THE Socialisi Action winier
camp will be held ai Austinmer
near  Wollongong over the
Queen’s Birthday week-end. For

e
COVER STORY

SINGLE spark, said

Chairman Mao, ‘“can
ignite a prairie fire.” A pro-
phetic remark.

When former Communst
Party leader Hu Yaobang died
on 15 Aprl, China’s rulers
breathed a small sigh of relief
The man sacked as General Se-
cretary in 1987 because he was
too popular with student protes
ters was out of the way

Yet, within hours of his death
unofficial posters praising him
appeared on campus walls, and
the mext day demonstrations
were held in  Beying and
Shanghai. Within a week stu
dents and unemployed youth
were rioting in the cities of Xi'an
and Changsha, Within two
weeks half a million people were
on the streets of Beijing

On the seventieth anniversa
of the May Fourth Movement, a
1919 student demonstration for
democracy and reform, 100,000
students and supporters marched
in several places. By mid-May
the regime had lost control of
the streets of its major cities and
workers were walking out of
their factories

This explosion did not spring
from nowhere. The leadership
and demands have been matur-
ing over the past few years

There is little doubt that the
students who have led this
movement were prominent in
carlier campaigns (or have
learned from those who werc)
In December 1986 thousands of

students marched in ten provin-
cial cities.

As the movement became
more political the government
moved to crush it In January
1987 it launched a purge of
academics, newspaper editors
and party officials. Hu Yaobang
was the most prominent victim.
Under this pressure the student
movement came fo an abrupt
halt

Again in June 1987, student
protests about the murder of one
of their number led 1o demon-
strations condemning party cor-
ruption, and calling for demo-
cratic rights.

ESPITE the defeat of these
campaigns the students
maintained their organisation.
At Beijing University they
have been holding open air pol-
itical forums for months. Room
3108 at Fudan University in
Shanghai has been a regular
venue for political meetings
Dissident magazines have circu-
Jated widely. In both cities it was
only hours after the Hu's death
was announced that the first
posters were put up, so orga
nised were the activisis.
Government harassment had
been increasing. The launch of a
new independent magazine in
March was disrupted by the po-
lice. When the Shanghai World
Economic Herald published an
article critical of the official, au-
thoritarian “Marxism” of the
Communist Party, its editor Qi
Benli was threatened with the

sack

It was no idle threat He was
eventually sacked after the death
of Hu, for publishing the truth
about Hu's fall from power.

When  dissident  Professor
Fang Lizhi was invited to mect
George Bush on his recent visit,
he was openly obstructed by se-
cret police.

Rumours abounded that Zhao
Ziyang, one of the more liberal
party leaders, was about ©0 be
removed.

Seeing this as an attack on all
they were fighting for, the stu-
dents took the offensive. It is
likely they had been orgamizing
for the anniversary of the May
Fourth Movement, but they used
Hu's death to move into the
streets earlier.

T}[E STUDENTS  had
learned from preyious cam-
Wﬂlmmiﬂiwwﬂl

the cAmpUSes.

Chmmdcnb are an zLI;:e

oup, being trained to run he
g:l:l:pand industry, 50 they don't
necessarily have the same inter-
sts as the workers and peasants
But for practical reasons, they
began 1o turm (o (he MAsSES.

SD‘!:)- popularised lhmr_ de-
mands by attacking the wealth
and privilege of the party lead-
ers, their corruption and nepot-

i 1y in the campaign, St
IS Y
Gents sceking to preseat (el
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China: festivaloftheoppressed

demands to the government ap-
proached the Great Hall of the
People on their knees — as in
the days of the emperors.

The students went out (o ad-
dress as many people as possi-
ble: in street meetings, at railway
stations, at bus stops.

They got a pood response.
The economic cost of the re-
forms of the last ten years is
starting 1o be felt. Inflation is
running at 27 percent, and is
considerably higher for food.

And last September the go-
vernment cut back sharply on its
spending. Construction projects
were aborted, orders cancelled.
Some factori¢s have closed, and
others are unable 10 pay wages.

The students clearly touched a
nerve among workers, though it
took some time for them to be-
come actively involved. This
isn't surprising. The regime has
given managers the right (0 hire
‘and fire, and workers were wary
about sticking their necks out.

For ten days afier 16 April

the demonstrations were ma
up almost entirely of students,
with some support from their
teachers and professors.
tuming t came on 27 April
when students led a march of
some half a million people
through Beijing.
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hunger strike in mid-May, they
were supported by strikes in
jjing involving up to two mil-
lion workers. and facto-
ries closed down and public
to & halt A
million people assembled in the
streets.
Many ht banners mam-

factories. Office workers did the
same: from the Supreme Court,
the Museum of the Revolution,

| courage.

4 Given the power of the move-

| ment, its demands are remarka-
bly limited. The chief call is for

| “full freedom of speech, of asso-

1 ciation and of the press” as stu-

{ dent leader Wang Dan wrote,
The movement demanded
climination of corruption and
nepotism in the party and state
machine.

No call has been heard to
legalize oppesition parties. In-
deed many students deny this is
one of their goals.

Q LTHOUGH China's rulers
even these modest
demands, they took a hands-off
approach for some time, hoping
the student movement would ex-
haust itself.
But when the working class

(o move it was & different

story. Within hours of the first

ig strikes, the government de-

clared martial law and called in
the army.

China still claims to be a so-
cialist society. In reality, that so-
ciety has always been essentially
capitalist. Bureaucrats and pri-
vate bosses control the means of
production: the factories, offices,
and mines. Workers must live by
selling their labour for wages.

The rulers draw their wealth
and power from the exploitation
of that labour. For this to con-
tinue, workers must stay on the
job. Nothing threatens the sys-

tem more than a militant
workers' movement

The lot of most workers is

The introduction of
western-style market mecha-
nisms has brought affluence to a
minority but has also widened
inequalities in society. Workers
have faced artacks on their con-
ditions and job security.

Between talk of a socialist
paradise and the grim reality of
daily life, the gulf is enormous
— hence the need for political
dictatorship. Hence, too, the
panic among the rulers when
workers start to challenge the
system.

Late on 19 May, Premier Li
Peng declared martial law
Demonstrations were banned,
the press muzzled and the army
called in. -

In a stunning display of cour-
age and ion, unarmed

them through the night

FEANNG local troops were
unreliable, the regime had
b il o the
who knew li the
democratic movement.  But
Dlocked by the human wall, the
soldiers had no choice but to
listen to the workers and stu-
dents. Their arguments began
1o sink in.

This is a key role of barri-
cades in mass struggles. Un
armed or poorly armed workers
can't normally defeat the army
in a violent clash. The purpose of
harricades is primarily political,
as Leon Trotsky concluded after
Russia’s 1905 revolution

“The barricade serves the cause
of insurrection because, by creat
ing a barrier to the movemeni of
troops, it brings them into close
contact with the people.

“Here, at the barricades, the
soldier hears the talk of ordinary
honest people, the fraternal ap-
peals, the voice of the people’s
conscience; and as a consequence
of such contact ... military disci-

pline disintegrates This, and only
this, ensures the victory af a pop-

The attempt to use the army
brought more people into the
streets than ever before. People
marched in scores of cities and
towns,

By this time a furious debate
235 raging within the ruling

people poured into the streets
and sumounded the tanks and
froop trucks, calling on the army
mot [0 attack the people. The
crowds slashed tyres and pasted
over windscreens. They handed
food and cigarettes to the troops,
then argued and pleaded with

Party. Should they
order the troops to advance?
Would the army obey? If it did,
would the country explode into
insurrection?

. What would happen to for
Eign m)‘estmem, so central to the
TEgIME's economic strategy, if
social turmoil spread?

Demonstrators halt an army truck
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H:Vanbang. his death
o was the

For a time, the hardliners
within the government jost
ground. Senior army officers de
clared: “The people’s army be
longs to the people and canng
be opposed to it. It cannot sup—l
press the people.”

p These officers are not human-
itarians, They belong to the
same officer caste who sup-
pressed demonstrations during
the Cultural Revolution and
opened fire on demonstrating
Tibetans last year.

The difference this year was
the generals’ fear that the mass
mobilisation was too strong, and
that the troops would mutiny.

HE UPHEAVALS have

opened up a new era whose
real implications will only be-
come clear over time. Moder-
ates and hardliners in the lead-
ership may come and go, polit-
ical liberalisation may be
conceded, withdrawn, conceded

again.

But for millions of people,
something  fundamental has
changed. They know the go-
vernment can be defied. Just as
the 1905 Russian revolt was a
“dress rehearsal” for the 1917
revolution, the “Beijing Spring”
will lay the basis for new
struggles

Lessons will be learned about
politics and strategy. And one
lesson is more vital than any
other.

The student rallies were mag-
nificent, but they were nol
enough to threaten Li Peng and
the hardliners. What really
frightened the government was
the signs of a mobilisation by
workers.

There has been talk of “peo-
ple's power” but even the spec-
tacle of millions in the streefs
was not enough (o remove Li
Peng. What can remove him and
his fellow bureaucrals is a move-
ment based in the workplaces,
led by political organisations
with working class politics. That
is where the Chinese activists
must turn their attentions.

It is only workers’ power that
can transform the face of
China.

— Graham Willert

HE BIG vote for Green
Independents in Tasma-
nia has set off a sickening
round of mainstream politi-
cians declaring their concern
for the environment.

Bob Hawke announced he
was the head of a green govern-
ment, and Labor came down
reluctantly on the side of oppos
ing mining in the antarctic, and
cven handed over a token
£250,000 to Sting 10 help save a
bit of the Amazon. But the most
hypocritic of the lot was Robin
Grey, scrambling madly to find
a formula to stay in pc
It was not so long

I c apped
support his minor
and says he’ll
‘epvironmental concerns

The Tasmanian electi
sults themse est
volers can sce thi thus sort

of posturing by the major
Il.L”Il'\

Bul with pcople like Bob
Brown and Christine Milne
& s an electoral force o
be reckoned
environments
setting up some kind of national
political network, the real ques-
tion 18 W we make of
the Green pendents
themselves,

Have they got a strategy thal
can save our environment? And
how are they addressing the

wider social 1ssues confronting
Tasmania?

COURSE their environ-
mental policies themselves

They were nght to oppose the
pulp mill at Wesley Vale. They
are right to demand that industry
exemptions from pollution con
trols be ended, to oppose the
Huon Forest Products mill
which would force local fish
farms to move, to propose lax
incentives for motorisls using
fuel efficient vehicles and so on

And they have been preparcd
to organise campaigns for their
policies, Christine Milne didn't
just write a letier to her MP
about the Wesley Vale pulp mill,
she organised local residents.

For a lot of people, these are
grounds enough for votng them
inta office. But what are the
al consequences of elect-
ing the Greens?

Let's not forget the ALP used
to organise campaigns for
worthy causes, including the
environment. Labor Parly
branches were often central i
building local anti-uranium
groups during the 1970

Yer once in power, Bob
Hawke let uranium mimng pro-

accomplish more in parliament?

Bob Brown is manhandled in anti-logging protest: can he

Courting
the two-bob

capitalists

uranium 1o
s in

ceed and sold
France. Meanwhile, the ye
power have meant that the ALP
is less and less an organisation
thal campaigns for progressive

Causes.

HE PITFALLS of parl
mentarism were graphically
illustrated recently in Holland,
where the prime minister, Ruud
Lubbers, proposed @ program
to cut pollution by 70 percent.
Europe plagued by acid

1 and industrial waste prob-
this should be a popular

o
lem:
move,
But Lubbers was forced out of
office. Why? He proposed 10
fund it by raising taxes on petrol,
and to climinate tax breaks for
commuters who use
other words, he W
the living standards of
numbers of people.
There are two lessons here.
One is that the sordid business of

parliamentary politics can force
you to choose: compronuse your
principles or lose office. Unless
you have a powerful mov ement
sutside parhament to back you
up.

The other is thal environmen-
address economic

1alists have (© n
asmanian Greens

issues. The T
have tried to do this

oo gounter the argument that
saving mature costs jobs, they
reply that the large, destructive
s have been shedding

compant
“automating

labour, and are -
people out of work

cmall business, they argue,
m\:ﬂ.- more jobs and ~l|uuld.bc
encouraged. This means, _pmml—
ing cxpertasc, setling Ul incuba-
jors” with shared facilitcs ..md
support, and _g_nmmm:nl loans
and grants. “The government s
job is 0 help small ehsua;‘nuas in

¢ packaging, Prese
:;};mel‘l“atnd%mgrkging of their
goods,” Brown contends.

——

(ation,
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_ This is a disastrous g
First of all, small bum::“i:
much more likely to mean non-
union business. Small emplayers
are often the worst. And as they
grow, who says they won't
embml(l on new, big, environ-
mentally destructive pro;
themselves? And sack rlulglf:::
if it's profitable o do so.
Secondly, this policy is linked
up with Tasmamian chauvinism,
"“If heavy mdustry is going to
come 10 this state,” says Brown,
“ir's going to have o do 5o on
Tasmania's terms. He attacks
past governments who have
“given control (o boardrooms
outside the State”

ROWN thinks favouring
industry will give pow-
er to Tasmanians. In reality it
simply favours local exploiters
at the expense of foreigners and
mainlanders. It is the same silly
nationalism we so often get from
confused leftists, taken to a
ludicrous extreme.

From “Buy Australian” we
have progressed to “boost Tassie
indusr Soon it will be For-
tress Launceston!

Anyway, if Tasmanian local
firms are a big success, what is
1o stop Alan Bond launching a
take-over bid?

So the Green economic poli-
cy, to the extent that they have
one, threatens 1o pit them
against the unions and ally them
to the most marrow, small-
business inlerests,

Of course, the vote for the
Tasmanian Independents is an
encouraging sign, insofar as it
shows a lot of people have seen
through the major parties and
are looking for an altemative
But the alternative is not g0iNg
1o be found in parliament

The allernative is in organis:
ing people at the grassroots.
That, after all, is how Bob
Brown and Christine Milne 2ot
1o be famous 1o begin with And
the most effective place to do
that sort of organising will be, in
the long run, AMONE workers

For these reasons, those en-
vironmental activists who think
the Tasmanian Greens have a
recipe for success are really
heading in the wrong direction.

— Tom O'Lincaln
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Road hazard

THIS isn't & police state,
but 5 we wond-
gr, A Perh mother has
been pulled up by palice
for driving an unroad-

‘worthy pram.

Sandra Fallon was
strolling with her 12-
manth-cld daughier Car-
oline when & police car
pulled Up alongside with
siten blaring and light
flashing. “The officer said
the tyres on the pram
jooked a bit worn and
gave me a week 1o buy a
niew one, gtherwise | was
told | would get a 50 fine.
He said the police were
clamping down on all
things ... prams, bikes, the
o

Sgi Jim Bates of the
Warwick police said that
prams were considered
vehicles under the Road
Trafiic Gode. Sandra Fal-
lon has had to pay $169
{or & new pram.

Uncle Scrooge

Sjumming it

LATEST sick fashion amongst Melboume's Upper

lass is Depression fumifut
e~ Candlestickmaker antique

The tres chic

re

shop in

fashionable Bahwyr is selling a dresser made from old
pac):lng crates al $165, as well as other fems cobbled
fogether from kerosene tins and the like by the starving

of the 1930s.
Maybe the

Oclober ‘87 stockmarkel crash has gven

the rich a taste for things 1o come.

Easily impressed

ALAN Bond may not be a
fit and proper person to
own a TV network, and
his university may have
had to cancel its science
faculty for lack of interest.
But he knows a ol more
than most of us about

palitics.

His latest foray is into
Hungary, where the anti-
qualed state-run Koba
nyai brewery is up for
sale. Bandy wanls io lake
il over, saying he is im-
pressed with Hungary's
commitment to economic
and political reform.

Strange ... didn't he say
the same thing about
Chile when he bought its
telephone network off dic-
lator Auguslio Pinochet?

vtfnrs-e than the
disease

IT'S great television. Afler
every disaster Margaret
Thatcher visits the haspi-
tal wards, comforts the

MICKEY Mouse's family compan Disi

i y, the Disne
Corporalion, is threalening 1o sue a Florida chi\drar:
cantre for breach of copyright.

It seems that the Very important Babies childcare
centre had the gall to paint Mickey and other Disney
:’:aﬂ':m’s on its outside walls 1o brighten them up for
; uds, So the Disney Corporation is launching a
awsUll lo stop them. Last month, Disney Corp
gmacled a public apology from the organisers of the

Scars over a Snow White dance rouline they
:anrassemed. Apgarently Disney claims copyright over

eamnm:;hﬂec;alma!u character as well

a chikdcare centre? Like thal old protest
bution used 10 say, Mickey Mouse is a capialist ratl

w

Workers rights
& land rights

UNIONS

the new landowner.

STRIKING workers are 1ghwi A

| h occup-  Mightwing NSW Labor Council
ying Sydnql';s Cockatoo Island 10 co-ordinate a 24 nuu.l uT-;-
tnmm'muhei: A disperate hattle  page in their support. Although

150 of the 1500 workforce,
T“'“: accompanied by their
::nl.l‘n;s.w?re living on the island

e :
mmm‘g several navy ships
The Commonwealth
ment, which owns the m‘:ﬂz’:d
IO & privale com| I
determined 1o I:min::cn!rl}::
- pﬁ:;hey want u; sell the land
€ piece of proper)
Sydney harbour) to private .xu;"
ests, and send the ships 1o
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Western Australia for refitting
Kerry Packer seems set to be

The strike was in its
week as we went 10 press. The
strikers have called on the

lhe Council is unlikely 10 stir
:::!1’. support action is already

ing undertaken by marit
unions, who struck for 24 hours
from midnight, 25 May.

A lot more action like that is
‘:hmdnd 1 save what is probably
i last N-ai]] big workplace left

Donations and expressions of
SuppoMt can be sent (o the joint
h;spu!ees committee care of the
w]:]a: Workers union. Families

are moving o the island

hurt, vows that it will never
happen again . _

But victims of the Hills-
borough soceer ground
disaster staying al Royal
Hallanshire Hospital in
Sheffield didnt want a bar
of her. One man told staff
to “keep her away from
him". Others tried 12 gel
themselves discharged
before she came One
person in inlensive care
managed o tell her to get
lost. Another wha couldn't
speak made his feelings
known by kicking off the
bedciothes.

Thatcher managed
only five minutes in the
ward b se fhe recep-
tion was so ecold. And
surprise, surprise, none of
this appeared on lhe ev-
ening news.

The trials of Terry

POOR Sir Tamy Lewis.
The Queensiand gavem.-
ment has withheld ils
$685,000 share of his

Cupiers are
meals a day.
third

&

will be needing assistance. Oc-

Glasknow your place
JUST in cas Sial

with glasno:
comment on d
No good

issues. In day-1o
orders must b
discipiine are nes
Hmmm .
next lot of

superannualion pa
and the Tax Office
frozen the $110,000
putin

k
b

Mow Sir Terry is saying
that he won't get a fair trial
because of the torrent of
publicity aver his crooked
dealings from the Fitzge-
rald ingquiry.

Bul we have failh in
Queensland justice. Ter-
ry, we guarantee you will
gel as fair a lrial as
anyone else in Queens-
land who has beer
through the hands of your
police force

Only thing we can't
guarantee is that you'll get
Juslice Angelo Vasta to
preside al your trial

guaranteed three clean

Fast leamers

MARGARET Thatcher g,

cently announcag tha-(

Tv:e are a grandmolhgy
e Queen is

not amused e

Three Tor
benchers mU\.l;d a :2!3‘;
sweet molion congrafylz.
ing the PM on her pey
grandchild. We (iked jhg
amendment moved p
leftwing Labaur MP Oerﬁ
nis Skinner, saying tha
the House hoped |ha
child leamed to crawl ag
fast as the ihree Tory

MPs

i the strictest order and

troika will produce the

True believer

IT HASN'T gat much pub-
; in Australia, but Ru-

page lhrt

The smooth operation of the

jisa

ing roster on the island

little reminder of how efficiently

Thy

thi

' |

Woalng the capitaists

workers can run
without bosses

ing it tough, but that has s
served only to strengthen the
workers' resolve, Many of them
are over 50, so their skills are ¢

The Metropo
cil is attemp €
island declared a sacred sit

community has stated that it
would not claim the Land W
the dockyard remains open-

their affairs,

e Defence Minister is play
o far

i1}

in demand elsewhere, and the

One weapon bei sed
against the government is the
threat of o Land Right: 1.

s
n Lands Coun
g to have the

ir
al

succeeds, the Abaorigin

Fris Harmisoll

HEY KNOW they're going to win,

and a lot of us know they're going
to win as well”. An Israeli reserve sol-
dier on the West Bank summed up the
mood.

The uprising in the occupied territories of the
West Bank and Gaza has had a profound im-
pact on Israeli society

Prime Minister Shamir visiled a reserve
paratroop unit on the West Bank earlier this
year, and held a much publicized question and
ANSWEr SE85107

“Every day, I have to disobey
being forced to beal innocent people”.
one soldier and others made similar protests.

Shamir's feeble reply was: “We hate those
PLO leaders of the infifada who force us o kill
Arab children”

He then tried to gain support by referring 1o
the suffering of the Jews under the Nazis. A
soldier responded 1 should we imitate
them?”

The prime minister has learned his lesson.
Next time he won't take the media with him

Publicly, Shamir is intransigent. “There will
never be a Palestinian state”’, he told a rally in
February. He proposes elections, but
precludes Palestinian autonomy.

law by

said

The Palestinian
uprising ..o

The social currents op-
posed ta a settlement, although now aminonty
in the opinion polls, are strengthening or-
ganisationally. ) West Bank settlers have
vigilante groups which the Palestinians fear
more than the army. Seitlers can now buy
intifada” atiack dogs, and those living
near Hebron recently rampaged through the
ity a

Their political representatives such as Trade
Minister Sharon (notgrious for the Sabra and
Shatila massacres in Lebanon) propose 2 Mas-
use demolition,

sive increase in repression, ho!
and deportations.

Yet opposition to Israeli
\ifada has now grown to the poin
show that 54% of Lsraelis want
PLO.

handling of the In-
1 where polls
Iks with the

HIE POLITICAL divisions cul cr0ss party
Jines. Both Labor and theright Wil LEAC
have doves and havwks and the POt "l‘?“‘ =
growing. And Jewish Israeli support for 0
Palestinian cause has led (0 8 mushrooming
organisations.
In some ways the mos
Gyul (“There is a limit"). &
reservists who declare they Wo!

1 importanl 15 Yesh
group of amy
on't serve in the

occupied terntones. This is extremely sig=
nificant in lsrael’s highly militarised society.
Numerous other organisarions reflect the
varying concemns of acvists. The “Down with
{he Occupation” coalition has held demonsfra:
tions and established 1inks with Palestinian |
villages, “Women in Black” hold weekly i
rut‘lil jgils, and have emphasised support for
estinian women. 1
P“t]:-elrlxrtumnng those who would like 10 smash
the inrifada there 1s @ growing realisation that
*s pol possible.
‘[’:!‘:1"1 xnn the top echeluns of the military ‘
hcinr\-ﬁ.1n:[ll:mn.'mw\c{:ss‘uy»\n n:gamsa- i
tion of retired generals argues that “the oc- i
cupation must be ended, because ns‘m_m.m::l-
(mnmpwu‘nlnmws{ danger 10 secunLy than
ar
m’l’::- standing of the ammy 15 under threat in
the eyes of Israelis s well as in the eyes uf:he
world. There is 0 widespread aw m-“Ni that
\he intifada cannot be suppressed by military
m_er:r:séhm of staff admits the an_n)- u.'m":]r:lg:'
reduce the level of unrest, but it nml :
Palestinian co ciousness and cannol € ang

Palestinian Witl -

[ Continued page 8)
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polaisaion oceurs together _ Diplomacy meant lobhying govemment of-
with an economic crisis, Inflation unfz‘mg ficials in I\;nnuu_s"c;mnd\l?;;:;’&‘m'hr:mgl::
terity measures such  meant small gucrilla
?mu in fooﬂl Bibeidies, delyv[::‘u:[_i;n of e PG hos relied heavily on support from Arab
es for heal schools ovemments.
m;’;ﬂ of 10,000 public_sector & i has changed fundamentally. The word
workers. Overall the intifada ii] costing the  imtifada itself i]h]wm:r:cs |II}|‘|s well :;luu;m;,}
ot 52 billion annually. “uprising” but also has the connotation
"‘"i;.'“i’S"é mu;:w autpot fell, largely ducto “throwing off". In addition to fighting the
sirikes by Palestinians in agriculture and con- military occupation, the Palestinians have also
siruction, Tourism was also badly hit. thrown off much of their reliance on both local
In addition sales to the West Bank, amajor  personalities and notables, and on the external
market for lsrseli goods, have been hit by  PLO leadership and Arab governments.
baycolts The struggle is now the conscious act of the
masses of Palestinians themselves. It is they
M:E::wm among the Palestinians ho have transformed world public opinion’s
important changes have ocourred,  view of their plight and Israel's role
Perhaps most important is the way the invifada Internationally the PLO leaders continue to
numnitbemﬁomﬂlipmmmm set the agenda.
and the Palestinian masses. Last year Yassir Arafal and the Palestinian
Not that they no longer suppont the PLO— - National Congre: recognised the existence of
qnircﬂmywersc. The I:v_:e_l of unity among the  the state of |, Despite thetorical opposi-
leadership of the uprising is impressive. tion the other main groups, the Popular Front
Tsracl's most desperate efforts have failed 10 and the Democratic Front, have fallen into
find a Palestinian with any standing whodoes  linc.
not support the PLO. 1 Their central policy now is creation of a
However in the past for most people this  scparate Palestinian state in the West Bank and
suppon has been passive. PBefore the uprising  Gaza, which would coexist with Israel. This is
}qul ‘;:’rm.g:' dn:h the PLO concentrated on  clearly a major policy change for the PLO
plomacy and the gun Historically it has opposed recognition of the
zionist state which expropriated Palestinian
l land, expelled a million people, and treated
those remair as second class citizens,

secondary staws would remain, It may even
increase pressure for the right wing Zioni s n

slogan of “transfer Teactionaries cgaulﬂ -\;;- OCMUST ACTI‘ON
that as the Palestinians now had their own
state, anyone who didn't like itin Lsrae) could

2o there. w ‘l]
And what of the Palestinians expelled from HAT E
the pre-1967 areas who now live in refugee
camps? While they could presumably U\.S"m STAND FOR
\he new Palestinian state, they would be < %

foregoing their rights in their original
homeland.

1
N ot We fight far socialism: ihe cre b
Tm, 1-(_ :I)ﬂN(]\ﬂH‘ of :fhe occupied ter- | a classless 'society in Whiﬁ%ﬂ;!?&r:\g—’
5 :Inurllv.s ve been !r;m formed over two | my will be demoEratically planned, and
d lﬂm&;a a;ﬂenumutr-n_n Arabswork in Larael workers themselves will make the key,
m.‘- v r:u;. nﬂm mmg |‘\:i e at night. The decisions about éeonomic and
::?,?;mmm_m ol o i) ;rf\im“hic life. Countries like Russia and Chind are
Ll mpnr Br;di pwd—mh ery important bureaucratic class societies, and have
e oty otier wayRltne 8 nothing in commaon with real socialism
territories have become integrated economi- i i
cally with Israel, such as Israel's use of water Revalution, not Re_(ormum

from the area. So economic independence We are revolutionaries. The expe-
would be impossible rience of Labar in power has shown the
Nonetheless, the withdrawal of the lsraeli {  bankruptcy of aftempis tinker with the
troops from the occupied territories would be existing capialist system. The capitalists
a tremendous step forward for Palestinians. 1t {  will nol allow a peaceful, parliameniary
would markedly improve the lives of the | roadio socialism. Their state |5 a weapan
population, partic aza which is vir- of class rule, and must be smasned
\ually one large refugee camp. The result ' =
I be seen as the -hievement of the in 1 “105; W Grkffs Pdrr"

+ifada, and 5o could inspire further sruggle Workers need a revolutionary parly.

WO

There would b: other imporiant odtcome. The working class cannol make a revolu-
HY THE turnaround? To many people All sections of Palestinfan society from | tion through spontaneaus upheavals The |
the possibility of setting up a limited but Jandlords and merchants (o peasanis and | bosses aré organised, and we need 1o
real Palestinian stale in the occupied territories workers cd in this essentially | organise too Today e work to build a |

nation; - The tendency is for the stronger revolutionary movement out of
o the struggles being waged on the job and
around social protest issues Tomormow
we must create @ mass workers' party 1o
|ead the struggle for socialism.

has a strong appeal Many Palestinians argue
that oppasition 10 8 ‘two state” solution is un-
realistic, that those who refuse to compromise on
the issue are utopians.

Some who oppose such a deal ohj

cxpl
crests in order to expel th

ot that a ki

West Bank/Gaza state would be a com- ; come out in the open Internationalism

promise: the retum of only pant of Palestinian  Israell repression can't stop the Palestinian usng. Rl ol A0 emmernt wodk e ST

land le of o its own people, we We are Internationalists. The working
Compromises are ot necessarily unprin Not that th e would have noams ! important would be the Palestinians living it s would be easy. The ) class gusts n ll OB e

cipled. As Lenin argued to the revolutionaries  atall F 8 Camp David agree Jordan who are actually majority of the new state is currently in gle for gocialism knows no national a‘ |E

of his day, an acceptable compromise is one  ment a de e Sini population there 3 ormation, The populareommit. | ers. & e ,mmn;an:g;ss%;d

S h i no wayRURINEE o e yolution. . Ithasa Whille there has been some unrest in Jordan, ow deal with many aspects of | wihin 2 single mmlf‘»‘L :." ;J:n For hese

ary devotion and readiness for further struggle “normal functions of the police it has yel 10 link up with the | i erthe conditions of RPN, {0 D‘hs's;?:r’;e'zo"ﬁ‘-ﬂ"'q i Wi

e or o NG ok The imiention was to guaranice iagenuEt | ST ESERREis UL Jsmael, have organised le arc undersiood by el 10} 18380 TRy g oppose measures KD

4 compromise.”

protectionism which tum the workers of

ssion, hostility or violeoe arange of solidanty acti yns, it has notbeenon  be stentially the source { allernative power.
| ona country against others. Onfy under

I
sraeli state. But these commiltees are run by griss raots

Translated into the current Palestinian situa-

i on ils teritory the scale needed 1o threalen

: AT or are comnnit 1 i
tion, we: could say that accepling a two-state yrees under its eontrol or statione Yeu if the existing movement cannot simply  activists with B2 invalvement. To comverl - S0 g soialism can there el e:d
T‘r‘“‘"”’“ would be acceptable, even desirable, térritory’ force the Tsraclis out, some political ¢ e into instruments for channeling instnie o e tveatof nuckar war
| ;E‘:‘LWM be used as a base for further action If such wording applied to a F comes inevitable ions from above will nat be easy 10 et 6 the abuse ol he environment.
igainst zionism, repressive Arab gove £ 5 i Wha sentlement the actiy 1 the uprsing intifada has opened up immense AEY -
f : like 3 abgovemnments  state, and Sham ration of al senlement the aclivists in the UPnsing Hiaas : o for the : 3 ssion
I€ you dont subsceibe p“m!:“‘:““ and' Syria, and against im-  ment” to Camp David makes it likel seally wal 1§ unclear, The official demands ~ opportunities, bt also new da T"" e Liberation from Oppress
sm. e ' % 3 h L Pale: ns. If the mass struggle [ores JA
™ 0y Ha 4 PLO horities not only wouldn't be usi are for withdrawal of the ccupying ps and Pale ns. gpie 3 : \iberation and against the
4o +heir politics ls]‘*’:"";:-"e;nm‘}mat]shcmg_\.,gg:,w el ke recs sle a8 a base for Widce Ao 1) B e 10 piepare the way e LiraEligt i Whdesy LG the mu;;mf:nﬂ ng:g"ﬁg:; 'g" lberation ks, migrans 1
A sed is a demilitarised area wi Sihe hal for self-dete ¢ ries and concede u measure O de- arms ol i0n
i i Withvarious  would be aclively suppressing any EFuP thal elf-determination ritorie « - § these forms of oppres A
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Amazon forest: in the wars

YOU'RE worried about

trees in Australia,

spare a thought for the
Amazon rainforest.

In the last five years alonc, an
arca of the Amazon the size of
France has been destroyed. Each
day, farming, logging, hydro-
electric schemes, mining, smelt-
ing and gold prospecting dnve
degper ino the jungle.

This threatens our planet’s
survival. The Amazon is the
Jungs of the earth. Tt produces 15
percenl of our oxygen. and
ahsorbs half the carbon dioxide
released by the burning of fossil
fuels. It's an essential regulator
of the world's climalc.

1t is also the largest remaining
ramforest, home to 200,000
indigenous people and an esti-
mated 30 million different spe-
cies of plant and animal. Ob-
wiously it should be saved.

But most of it is in Brazil, and
Brazil is broke. In 1982 the
country’s foreign debt was the
higgest in the world, costing 85
pergenlMexpnvn eamingsjﬁst to
service. Inflation is 70 percent,

unemployment 20 to 40 pelnenl'
To stave off disaster, the Brazi-
lian government promotes the
plunder of the Amazon

I]‘IT'ERNAT!ONAL compan-
m:uﬁu P?::.)ur. Volkswa-
e destroy huge

tracts of forest to set up im-
lmimb caftle ranches, paper and
::;Tnml.mﬂs. and  rice

The ranches are highly
f 5 ly ineffi-
cient. At least ten li.mES 48 much
meal is produced per hectare in
Northern Europe, and un-
touched forest produces ten
Tflmcs as much food in tropical
hnn:. Where 3000 hectares
noUsc one ranch worker, the
;a;!vemamfml of forest could
€

o hum‘]mdand shelter for

Japanese banks are financi
‘{vnew road that will ;’;:nm:rl:i
Ihmem Amazon 10 logging and
the export of Brazil nuts, Pig
won production for European
Jiﬂli Japanese markets is also
"ncreasmg. and it already des-

ays over 1000 square kilome-
tres of forest per year,

Brazilian bosses are no be
;Jh:ﬂ::x electricity compl;:;;.-'
7 rie plans to flood over
mﬁahlmwml kilometres of
hydio<ecic dams. sy i

unded by the World Bank.

These  proj i
jects  dis|
I::;mnds n? thousands oflndg?
15 and Indians each year,

The Amazon bumns: is our future burning with it? y

the forest while it lasts, join the
mi 0

iserable city slums, or clear
and burn more forest for
farming

ants. Brazil's constity
supposed to profect their land
rights, but the National Indian
Ag!ll:?l‘.ﬁ"l.'.\ll\ll vows to inte-
gral em, thereby destroying
their culture and lifestyle. i

FUNAI works with local and
international capitalists, and
with the powerful Brazilian
military, to wipe the Indians out
When 20,000 prospectors
backed by the army and mining
companies entered the northern
Amazonian territory of Roan
m, the land of 9000 Yanomami
1ans, FUNAI removed volun
teer doctors and nurses. They
were lefi with no health assist-
ance, and whole villages died of
m;a:ahu. m_l;l_;l‘e:u.u and whoop-
e tllinclion(_‘ Yanomami now

i The army wanted 10 increase
i flow of setlers into the
Hﬁ;‘on .Eu black all Indian land
mircation within 95 kilome
lle of Brazil's northern border:
ie Project envisaged a corridor
n:cmnmlua!y. Occupation and
o Her colonisation which would
lhc;mpussuhlc Lo remove, should
BOvEmment attempt Lo cn.

st cithes flee 1 ERL fr?;;ehlhe Indians' constitutional
P,
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But the Indians are fighting
back In February a thousand
chiefs from 20 tribes (united for
the first time), met with politi
<ians, banking officials and civil
servants to oppose scveral
hydro-glectne schemes. 3500
Indians threatened to occupy the
area if one of the dams went
ahead,

“We will bring Indian peoples
together to fight,” said one chief
We will not accept the dams
Where will we live? What will
we eal?”

Indians have fi

; ave fought and won
:Jmc The Kayapo tribe halted
: n&ulear waste dump on their
and, and forced changes in the
constitution.

URAL workers.
i . ton, have
e 1'%"8'“ {0 preserve the fore-
it;:hbee' National Council of
g T Tappers (CNS), repres-
0:“[':‘]? 150,000 who live in and
el E jungle was successful in
;_(ﬁ:l'ge;‘{p twelve “extract
. M':-h;th protect five
That

o was before one CNS
¥l a:g socialist, Chico
d = was gunned down |
rurgz‘m outside his home, &
rnbhucrﬂrnnw Jjoked that the
P 8 appers had become
B rgwunrigtu'ur_u by accident™
ol ing
R wurkcrslghllnmnrmmr
Bur ir'g ;

workers, fin no accident, As

d they can act to

cha one aspect of their lives,

they begin 1o think about other
aspects, And Brazil has seen
quite an array of militant
workers” struggles in recent
times

In 1986 over 23 million Braz
ilian workers were involved in
strikes, including a 24 hour

general public sector strike
Then in March this year about
35 mullion struck for two days in

protest against cuts in living
standards,
Last November, the leftist

Workers' Party won impressive
victories in municipal elections
It now represents 30 million
people. It is this workers' move
ment which potentially has the
power to take on the compé
wrecking the Amazon

But there is no reason why
they, or the Brazilian Indians and
peasants, should fight alone. The
economic crisis facing the coun:
try is just a part of the rutal
operations of the world capitalist
market, And the destruction of
the country's rainforesis is only
part of a wider assault on ouf
environment by greedy compan:
ies, from Brazl to Tasmanid
and from Sarawak 1o NSW.

In the most immediate sense
ir fight is our fight. And
given that the world’s oxyEeh
supply is at stake, Success will
mean we'll all breathe a little
easier,

_ Louise Walker

B e o
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[GHT RAIL — no way!
ams and trains are

here to stay!”
The chants rang out from 500
workers and residents of Mel
bourne's northern suburbs,
marching down Sydney Road
We stopped at Brunswick Tram
Depot, heard speakers, and then
raised @ rowdy ery: “The
workers, nited, will never be
defeated
The demonstration Wil
nised by the Save the
Ling Committee(SUL
group formed at a publi
ing in March The mecti
overwhelmingly v sted o oppe
{he ALP governm
to introduce light
Upfield Corrid

SULC has g casons for
stand. Commulers 1o and from
the outer suburbs of Upfield and

a slow wl

Gowrie would face
along the tram lines, and ¥ uld
Jose their link to the western
suburbs via North Melbourne

station.

Sydney Road shoppers would
be inconvenienced, rail workers
would lose jobs, and peaple with
disabilities would lose an access
ible service

There are other, rc 1 issues,
The Labor government is Just as
keen on freeways (and on help

e
er

ing oul their transport ma
friends) as the Liberals
were. They plan to use land
freed by closing the railway for
the Western Bypass, an exten-
sion of the Tullamanne freeway
west of the city

LY the SULC acti-
ve held street stalls,
gathered signatures, addressed
community groups and talked to
the media, as well as building
for the big rally. And the unions
have been involved a vital
Factor,

The tramways union has pro
vided a full nme worker, and
tramway and rail unionists have
active in the committces.
Activists have been handing out
the union leaflet to commuiers
as well as speakin ies
along the tram a

d train routes.

The unions aren’l just Oppos
ing light rail, they've come up

Rosa’s
BOOKSTORE

For the best of socialist,
black and women'’s liberation
literature and politics.

At discount prices.
Open 2 1o 6 pm daily except

Saturday and Monday
50 Baynes St, West End,

Brisbane. Ph: 846 2145

— e

We can

transpo

attempt to divide the opposition.
Trams would be kept alc rt
of Sydney Road durnng
hours, but t rail would
replace the trains

This might placate shopk
ers and mean more jobs for
tramway workers, bul it's hard
to believe any government
would run two fra
within two hundred met
sther for long. SULC has
ted the mnew oplion

n Services

of

rej
unanimously

NINCE lost the previous
b.\‘(rugulr against light rail in
side suburbs, what pros-

¢ there for victory this

Amti-light rail forces are far
more united now. The involve-
ment of the tramways umon,
which supported the Bayside
light rail, is particularly signifi
cant. The recent demonstration
was a lot higger than any seen in
the previous struggle

Aclivists are also encouraged
by the ability of a community
movement 1o call a halt to the
RBrunswick to Richmond powet
ling project last year

The previous battles have
lessons to teach. Union bans
halted work on both the Bay ide
light rail and the power Iinc If
the govermnment is detenmined Lo
push for light rail in the northem
cuburbs, union action 1s | this
time oo,

So how can we make it pus-
sible? In both previous cam:
paigns, the unons Were: moved
10 act when residents disrupted

win this
rt battle

ship rate in the metropolitan

construction and got arrested. So
residznt action can build union

act

If residents take a stand, it [ets
union members know how
strong local feeling is about the
issug, and shows them there 15 @
basis for community support if
the union acts. It also puts any
reluctant union officials on the
spot

So while a range of actvitics
is nee 10 ingrease public
awareness, we should concen-
frate on further demonstrations
and other forms of direct acton.

CAMPAIGN needs to

HE
ed as

be as large and un
possibile, ing i
affected by both
and the W
all, they're
overall scheme.
We necd a mass wm]::\\__m_
scause actions IMVO ving
EZ;\?,:.J\ " petter still thou-
<ands — of workers and resi-
dents will make a much bigger
jmpression than those limuited 1o
qmaller groups of aclivists.
Al every Stage we have [0
involve the unions. and encour
them o act This shouldn t
Iking to union offi-
proposal thal

age
just mean @
wilh an altemauve
alise the s¢
and train rout

ice

proposal gained StOng support
at the March public &
That's not surpnsing wn::; E‘\a
realise that Brum wlcb_. anw Ell-
jpurg have ihe lowest car @ !

e -

area.
n the face of such widespread
sentiment, the govemment has
pn\hn:cd an extra "upum" in an
cials. We need to find ways to
put our Views directly 1o union
membe
We have to encourage the
rank and file mobilisation that
was 50 important in the Bayside
struggle. There it was rank and
file members (despite opposition
from the officials) who pushe
for the industrial bans, which for
a time looked like forcing the
government Lo back down. Tt
was the same rank and filers
who tried to fight on, after
official manoeuvring got the
bans lifted
The campaign is also an
opportunty 1© raise wider social
issues. Transport is samething all
sorts of community groups have
i common: migrant communi-
fies, WOmER concemned about
safety, people with disabilities.
During the Bayside campaign,
Peaple for Equality not Instit
\ionalisation used their contribu-
tion o the struggle to educate
the whole city about 1ssu€s
facing people with disabilities
The govemment has adopted
a callous, destruchive transport
because it represents
of society, in &
privilege and

olic
privileged layers
sociely where

power go together.
In fighting back
icy, we can begin
other aspects u'f u

i it

which produceth ot Stainshy
and Liz Ross

against one
1o challenge
he sociely
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South African

On 27 April. union activist
his fellow
defendants werc acquitted on
charges of sedition, subversion

Moses Mayekiso and

and treason.

After the decision Moses
thanked his supporters around

the globe: “With their support

we have won a little bil of
freedom . We will carry on the

fight against apartheid and cap-
jtalism, towards socialism and
demoeracy.”

The years 1984-6 werc a
dramatic period in South Afn-
can politics. A wave of revolt
swept the country as blacks
organised their own systems of
Jocal government. Alexandra, &
{ownship bordering an afflucnt
white suburh, was the scene of a
“six day war” in February 1986
between young residents and

police.

Mayekiso helped form the
Alexandra Action Commillee,
which organised rent boycotts,
campaigned against the police
and comupt town councilors, and
organised sireet committees in
an aempt 1o run the wwnship
de?octalica.uy.

or this he was ccuted.
Bul the judge ruludpml?;al the
street committecs were not ille-
gal, and noted the appalling
conditions facing residents.

The decision did not reflect
any liberal trend among judges,
or & relaxation of state repres-
smm. Prior (o the Mayekiso irial
A.':I same judge had jailed an

IC supporter for twenty-five
m The day after the decision,

ANC members were sent-
en_cll:;lu death
successful outcome of
:rl[!:;n';'i;:so trial reflects 3::
5 of the forces supporting
As a leader of one of South
Africa’s most militant and suc-
cessful black unions, NUMSA,
“MM_ Mayekiso could not e
A iprisoned without cost 1o the
; £ime. Black unions have deve-
oped at a phenomenal rate since
the early 19705, and NUMSA is
%m of the one million.
ongress of South Al
Trade Unions (COSATU),
5 The unions were stron,
cnough to win avers e

strong
frican

€ Wi
Il*)as ?ﬂ:‘?‘“ﬁ 20 pegrcan:n%:
inflation & them ahead of

OSATU is now con-

& ir:owbc- the main mn[r:r

e g
Metal

workers o
work protests for
and several frade
the trial, A presence at
um“-"m-“k a1 inlemational
Uieg, Ty ome FWelve coun-
uding Britain and the

eral stop-
Mayekiss,
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$ on my

regards to all tpe
people who haye
supported us
them we are 1 T:ll
and il is through
the support of the
Friends and the
trade unio
around the world
that we are free
today.” 3

Moses M,

A win for solidarity

USA, put pressure on Pretoria
Overseas trade unions sent solid-
arity messages and placed full
page ads in newspapers. Here in
Australia we held pickets, raised
money and won union support
Finally, the decision reflected
Mayekiso's position as an acti
visl from Alexandra. While
independent black organisation
in the township has been r
pressed, govemment “‘reform”
plans have failed. Attempls to

MELBEOURNE

How to win
a wage rise

WHILE M_DSI‘ of us for
tl‘zuse elusive National Wage
se rises, Melbourne huilding
workers are taking actio nuddML
Earlier this yea !
| year conlr.
scaffolders won rises of 541‘1“‘1[
:':ce: Steel fixers have now
amrlru:f 1o go for a similar
At & Febru;
ATy mass meeting
Eh:y drew up a log of claims and
Bl up a commitiee to lead
E M5 I the
ﬁ;{npugn. Unfortunately the
-:n. the BWIU, doesn’t like
:l‘ulf rank and file initiatives
airy interfered with the cam-
fna%:- and refused 1o endorse
a meelings called by the
mmiliee
Said one steel fixer: “We have

win over residents” “hearts and
minds” by revamping local
government and upgrading
some areas have flopped. E

As in other parts of the coun-
try, _O_n]y a fraction of residents
participated in local government
elections last year.

Over 100,000 people in the
I‘nwn_dup are homeless. By re
cognising the role played by
street committees in improving

i:;‘_hml our own umion leader.
ip, before we get on and deal
with our log of claims”
i They struck for a week, using
lVymg pickets to get all the steel
[;:mrsout They also marched on
u‘t BwlUkquL(‘ 10 ask they why
m‘e'}{n:ld&[ recognise the com.-
P hen the union finally
retur:ud ‘lhc committee, they
5 0 work but are main
E overtime bans.
pay claim is outside the
:::ge fixing principles, which is
feason the BWIU disliked

endorsing ir
REE But they had linle

gn‘r:‘édﬁf: on large city sites have
el u.ug‘n the roof in recent
i I‘t‘“ employers race to
knuv? l"’c projects, Workers
o )'uu( hn'm 15 money 1o be had,
i ave (o do is ga for i,
poil\t‘.‘ei conflicts with ACTU
A(S"I:‘lj] Wage restraint” but
it 15 prepared to cope
¥ quarantining any wage

local conditions, the judge was
attempting to offer a concession
to local activists. But it is unlike:
ly to have much impaci. As
Moses Mayekiso told his sup-
porters after the trial
“We are back, and we will
start where we stopped. I want
10 hear that the street, yard and
block committees are meeting
tomorrow.”
Phillip Whitefield

rises that oceur

The Industrial Relations
Commission recently changed
from @ paid rates award o 4
minimum rates award in the
industry, in the hope of prevent
ing flow-ons when wagc Mses
are won. Workers on large city
sites will get a supplemeniary
payment on top of the minimum

e
while the building bool
But there will soon be reg
and other vanations,

The BWIU also opposed the
steel fixers’ committee and their
log because, as one steel fixer

onal

explained, the struggle had
nst award

“become a fight
restructure and
Mul in the by
industry will be a threat o
trades and other skilled
workers. They'll lose their in-
dustrial leverage if other people
can do their work.

_ Janey Sione

=

SOCIALIST STANDPOINTS

Human nature: it just ain’t

natural

HERE are some things

that are natural for
homo sapiens {0 do or not
do. We cannot fly, for exam-
ple, but it is natural for us to
pat and procreate and come
in out of the rain.

Beyond this, however. what is
shuman naturc” is not 2 mater
of our physical needs and abili
lics, but a social question and
therefore a question of politics

The conservative position

propounded by pop_psycholo
wists such as Desm nd “Naked
Ape” Morris, is that human
nature is fixed, much like animal
instingts

So we fight in the trenches
and on the soccer lerraces be
cause we, like amm are
emitorial. We live in nuclear

families because animals do. We
have hierarchies because chooks
have pecking orders Socialism
will fail and equality is a Marxist
pipedream because competition
is ordained to guarantee our
species’ survival. Women wcre
meant to be subordinate and
races cannot mix with “outsid
ers’

This pessimistic view of hu
manity provides the favournie
argument of our rulers, who say
that society cannot change from
its admirable status quo because
people cannot be other than they
are. But these theories about the
inevitability of competiion,
patriotism and territoriality the
family and divisions between the
races are just glib excuses for the
very unnatural nature of capital
15,

Under different social condi
tions, what is regarded as human
naturc differs. Slave-owners
used to argue that blacks were
fated by nature to be servile, and
scientists industriously studied
differences in racial head shapes
1o “prove’’ this. Now that slavery
has passed away as a social
system, we laugh at such folly

The American Indian and the
Australian Aborigine regard
private ownership of land as
unnatural; their colomsers e
garded it as a basic need. The
ancient Greeks saw homosexu
ality as the highest form of love:
the English establishment in

Queen Victoria's time saw 1t as
the lowest
The Sioux Indian culture

stressed co-operation rather than
compelition, and when scientists
confronted them with 10 tests
early this century they had greal
trouble persuading them that it

e

W
Racial prejudice is no more “natural” than greed.

was not “natural” to help each
other answer the questions

ITHIN capitalism today,
we see constant evidence
of human behaviour different (o
the competitive, greedy maodel.
Charities would not collect a
brass razoo if people were self
ish. People pitch in to help each
other duning natural disasters,
and often the biggest sacrifices
are made by those with least 1o
gve. Philanthropy is a dying
spoft_amongst the wealthy, but
the Ethiopian famine appeals
proved that ordinary people still
care about cach other. When a
building worker was crushed by
falling steel in Victona last year,
hundreds of his colleagues
rushed to give blood
To survive, capitalists must
To survive, the work-

compele
ing class must co-operate For
society to function at all, co-

operation is essent il The work
lass, on the job, 1S *natural
Iy ained with it in order to
produce the necessities of life
When a group of workers de
cides to withhold the thousands
of natural, voluntary acts of co-
operation that make industry
lick by staging a work to-rule,
chaos ensues. The bosses who
«claim that competition 15 the key
o prospenty suddenly decide
that they cannot live without co-

operation!

This same habit of co-
operation has led workers 10
combing N umons and over-
come “natural” divisions of race
and gender in order 1o resist low

wages, uncmployment and lack
of safety. It has given rise 0
mass anti-war movements that
oppose the “patural” hostlity
between nations.

Of course, workers still don
khaki and fight in wars, of
assault and rob other workers, of
make sexist remarks to women
passing building sites. But are
«uch values produced by “hu
man nature” or by a sociery uilt
on scarcify, competition, aliena-
tion and the oppression of wom-
en?

While capitalism remains un-
challenged, while things are
“normal’, these values are decp-
y ingrained i10 S a5 part of the
3 tbral” status quo. “The ruling
ideas of any socicty are the ideas
of the ruling class.” said Marx,
acknowledging the hold of cap-
jralist ideol0gy-

ARX went on lo argue,

however, that this con-
scipusness is never static. When
ple challenge some part
{he system, they challenge the
system's ideas 35 well.
" Most major strikes that i~
yolve women and men .\hnv\l
them in & new and more equit
light, as they respond 10 :!r_
demands of 8 umicd SUELY
When workers show class _w!nh-.
arity on the batilefield (as in the
o ohy) it takes the

coming 10 lig k
I':r:u: Squad 1 reassert human

nalure city
e ahsenee of scarcity
And in the 8 cly

ant, working people

our material needs, theft would
as pointless an exercise as steal-
ing water is today.

In the process of changing
their social cireumstances, peo-
ple change themselves. They
become fitted to found a new
society with a new definition of
“hyman nature”. In every strike,
and a hundredfold in a revolu-
tron, the oppressed shake off the
“muck of ages’, [0 borrow
another line from Marx. Out go
the values of the grotry socicty of
the bankers, generals and thei
pop psychologists

Socialism doesn't claim 0 be
able to change human nature so
that people will be able to My
But the competitive and harb,
ous struggle for survival undee
capitalism will be replaced by 2
system that does mot demand
beast-like behaviour.

Co-operation and solidanty,
the values that give us most
ceward now, will be free O
blossom. An ethic of collabora-
tion and challenge will replace
destructive cap alist competi-
\ion in science, art and spor
spont, for example, will be
played for health and Elljﬁ}',lwhl.
not Lo win at all costs, Lo do it
for Australia”, or ta define YOUT
masculinity of femininity

Under socialism,
Desmond Morrises now cal
“human nature” will be v

he unnatura!
fi; and ailing s0¢I€R) just as We
iew (he bear-baiting and

WV 3 3
O o buming af (e Middle

and Wi A :
T cociely where procuc it 3 ;

W;l .‘nll:;mu\ni|?d“||7llnu1'|)3 meet __ Phil Shannot

o
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ong
had found time to relate the
i ’
autobiography, No Mean

Harry was 4 member of the
British Socialist Party until
1920, In that year he lcft the
BSP 1o join with John Mcl.ean
i form the “Tramp Trust Un-
i Working out of a small
office in Glasgow, the five
members of this group threw

themselves info the siruggles of

the workers and unemployed.

Their political aclivity was

enormous.  They produced
20,0 leaflets and pamphlets at
a time, addressing lopics that
ranged from unemployment to
ihe Trish question. They leafleted
shipyards and engineering works
the Iength and breadih of Sco-
tland, following up faclory gate
meetings with evening education
sessions.

Their first pamphlet was en-
titled The [rish Tragedy — Sco-
tands Disgrace The issue
wits important in Scotland as
Scottish troops made up part of
the notorious Black and Tans.

What was central 1o Harry's
politics was that the working
class had 1o liberate itself. He
would not let MPs or trade union
leaders take over the struggle

8o he was an enthusiastic
supperter of the demonstrations
staged in 1920 by the unem
ployed against the local Parish
Council, which distributed be-
nefits only after you went 1o
them cap in hand. Afier much

angry agitation, the demonstra-
tors won their demands,

IN 1922 Harry found himselr
0 prison, after resisting an
eviction, and had time to think
about the Communist Party.
The problem that faced the
Tramp Trust afier thousands of
Ieaflets, and hundreds of meer-
Ings was that there wen

only five of them. The Cmcnr:\"ul!
nist Party was a revolutionary
Organisation, and offered a more
effective means (o build the
struggle. Harry decided 1 join,

' u March”
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o Y McShane, life
Hiw i, died a

year ago. Fortunately, he

was no

Harry McS

mean fighter

His life-long commitment to
the unemployed was well and
truly sealed when he helped set
up the National Unemployed
Workers Movement, and be
came its sccretary

After eight years in Canada
Harry returned to Glasgow in
1931, just as the government
was deciding to cut uncmploy
ment benefits by 10 percent and
introduce a means test The
means lest meant that if one
person in a house was working,
they were expected 10 support
the rest of the household. This
broke up hundreds of working

s familics 3

N

The Communist "arty
branches organised a fight back
Massive tumouts at Labour
Exchanges, five days per weck
heard CP members haranguing
Against the system )
fecruited heavily

In May 1932 the unemploy
organised a national march, with
contingents from different parts
of Britain converging on Lon-
don. The movement recrui
marchers from outside Labour
Exchanges, and raised money
for the march at dole queues, at
MEElngs and in the towns they
marched through Harry
MeShane was the main leader of
this mobilisation in Scotland

The Party

SCOTTISH contingent
ng the Internationale
they crossed

shm: of inte il solidarity
H,}:thir‘ the marchers armved in
P ar)k they traded :lnrim of
i fulrli-p‘;afnjtl 5 I_I he Scots had

fairly e free time, hi
;“-lrdt'hér: from Nunhum‘- Fl‘w:”
h:ﬂmlnafud continual police
fcu-‘ur{h-zl There had been a
“nm:‘J IL- “ups, and some of the
i Ployed arrived in London
tered and bryised

hane

The marchers hyg o
Petilion to be prrﬁ«.-.t";‘l\(wllclcrl|lww 3
ament. An MP wypjeq y R
ent it but true 1o !um‘] o
insisted the i.lm:rnplu\,m‘l fiy
themselves. Of course ‘\Jn {
vernment wasn't going tu]ﬂL =
this, When Harpy g o
others went 1o collect he =i
ton from the railway shafing LA
ice locked them e, Wit
the marchers heard ths o C!
followed et

From 1944 Har
stion the line of the ¢ oMy,

Party, following peyee
eements between Russy ,,"
west. The party leadenp,
nstructed all branches 1o dr I,
their current work

started 1y

the

and collegy
SUPPOILNE a fi

* pact. Harry's Gor.
branch re

ked by

the

In 1951 the party publis}
British Road 10 S

hich proposed  achieving so
cialism through parliament Har.
ry opposed this too,

er replace the struggles of the
workers themselves.

ARRY WAS also strongly

affected by reading Stalin's
pamphlet Economic Problems
af Sacialism in the USSR,
which announced that the faw of
value existed in Russia. In
Marxist theory, this law is at the
capitalist system.

hane later was (o amve al
the conclusion that Russia was a
capitalist society, and that a class
strupgle needed to over-
throw the state there as in
west

For two years, Harry wasnl
w any CP

was

n an ultimatum: chang
your ideas or face cxpulsion He
decided to resign. The capitalist
press offered him large sums of
money 10 tell his life story. buthe

he stuck to his revolu
itics, and in the 1970¢
d as a featured speak
Work rallies

n a preface he o a
the theory of sfate
Harry expressed (he

the

for action has

n below, from
those who work with and
dominated by the means of
The worker as 4
@ has feelings, de-
passions that aré
thwarted by present conditions.
This leads to thought, actions
and then more thought, Therein
lies the danger for the rulers of
the world.”

sires and

- Ross MacKenze

i

Telling the bosses to ship out

THE PLAY Ship Of Fools”
Jooks at ununphmut‘nl and
its effect on pwph-_ It's great
entes ainment, which at lth'
cgme time leaves you with
something o think about.
Twi  major them
\hrough it: the plight ¢

in the middle
problems of unempl
lis

under ¢ m :
switches b anc
discussions of the
rulers of Basle t0 i
|ong-term unemploy n con
k‘[‘-\pw'.n\ Austral > idea is
(o bring out essential similanties
hetween the (W0 soCIelics.

The story opens in_medieval

medicval
oup of

Basle, where the local business
as !

people and clergy ar complain

about va

A

discussion €
cided that the riffrafl
e gal gether and b
down the Rhine in an old |
Meanwhile e

office a group of lor g =
iinsriployed are being ST peesantstnds up i Interrogation in “Ship of Fools™. bl
. iz i evitable.
viewed for a work-for-the dole o b s investing,  that had become incwit
«cheme. This scene is both unemployed people are natur ally  enough 1o keep hosses i ' ‘Carol Johnson has a tendency

That, in fum, meant rEining in
the workers.

When Hawke and Keating tell
us to make sacrifices, Says
Johnson, they are simply apply-

emeel  |azy
misfit in The "fools" of medieval Basle
therefore  renovate an abandoned leprosa-
ay pro-  pum and start to live there
¥ S
But in the end, these atiemp ; ciples.
y can't succeed. The climax of the  Curtin dr\hﬂ;mltuhulm attacks
d | gg untl e
lay shows there are no solutions  Wage U =0 g
Hﬂmh \“ﬂk\.l::w:b \ the miners umion i 194% in
within clas

! er 1o s litant
o i E order [o pul a stop [0 mi
Stark lighting and b ord i [l E e

hilarious and movin,
the characters,
their own W
unemployabl
EICsses we
develop, despite bein
by conventional soci

“Ship Of Fools
difficultics uncmployed pec
have 1o face, at the same

1o see political change as com-
ing from above. She thinks thal
socialists can achieve their ends
by following the parliamentary
road, building a mew society
through an “alternative econom-
ic stralegy

Yet the “altermative economx
strategies” developed in th
19705 gave rise to the Accard in

cLers

i C g, SUUE . 1980s fine step toward
time gives a bit of mnsi combined with dynamic acting, trugel " the arbitration the 1980s. A fin {4 ke
he )' i ns of make for powerful p forman- gains |IUI.\Iu. Dt ocialism that turned out 1 :
the motivations of the B e ohip of Fools™ is playing at.  sysier: WA SSCE0rE oo Sl et P S
class that is prepared 1o throw  ces, “Ship of | 't Theal ovd-  wage indexation not 10 I 45 iy, ta briog bout_genuine
away “useless” members of the Belvoir Stree = 3 but to hold 9 ¥ it

workers” W
{hem  within
bounds

wrogressive Changes, they

Imu'n run into the forces t::
ohi Whitlam undone: me

brought i

ney, from the 17th of May.
; Rick Colsey

society. The business man in the
play remarks on how untidy
vagrants make the town ook

‘reasonable

\his Chifley and Whi-

; i
espile . hostility, obstruction 23
and how bad they are for gooKs w Jom, i particular, hiave some- BT oy crats, and hehde
AU | ; > thing of a Great Ruh‘”““l ”:' hoth of the them the power o |
Back in medieval Basle, the H The Labor Legacy Shows vate indusiry.
C age. The Y private indusiry = et
church launchies an inguisiion ExplOdlng oy e loalty o the palit— POGicing the w{‘c'"m‘g"c'
mio why a barge load of “fools em cul these reforms SN esses us will 1ake
s 2 & system cul b oppres! .
was let loose on the Rhine, but ALP myths wwas low income workers mhc;:-‘["_ radical measures, n?rg<;l\:;5ﬁ|:r; A
the inquisition |\.|.-mc|\| L‘\h‘ ‘ in the Labor _pockels WErE picked to ‘|‘m} And  workerson the 5ut:.:r:;“;
er class le is applaus N n he L2 it welfane programs. And e & community.
:L‘\‘u‘“l‘ln:-!u‘:\ \\\\’:|||LH\‘I\I\1 l-I\::u: “\ ;\\ Iprn. sometimes clal the Chifle C “s:‘a‘-" |F|‘\.m=r hudget Pé%‘;: ‘?.,-[; ;;ep to creating 3 ‘
ccheme. Margaret Thaicher and  Hawke government has dumped “_.“.f;ﬁ bt set the pattem for oy of that sort 35‘::_ i
Paul Keating would agree the party's real tradition. the Fraser years _ iscredit the ALP in the eyes 0
Dircctor Robert Draffin s1ys I her book The Labor Legacy, - e F8iogy i an eye ORISR pyjicant warkers. U S0 ol
that “work is a major factor in  Carol Johnson says they're mis- pur it's still too generous ‘_m limitations, Carol -l';'." sefal i
making people feel that they are  jaken. She argues that pres "“I'\ ewving Gough all the cr:ll“\‘\‘lu \! book provides a lot o 12 |
] 3 ~ansisle Sl niroduce, i
pirt of a larger whole”. This ALP regimes didn't consistenty “Ee Spms he did WSS ammonition. ¢ poyee
comes through clearly in the champion workers™ IRIEIESIS o pgin t\““'““mf'“'f";‘ <15 in
development of both the “fools™  ejther. v It was really the 558
umlmr unemployed Johnson shows that greal E’hﬂ\ unions, the .\n\pwar\l’;“l\-ﬁlt_' suBscR'BE
Al first dispinited and demor-  Labor heroes like Curtin, “‘": {he women's liperatian S
alised by their rejection from  ficy and Whitlam all took up the - FLC Fugy'pun pressure S5 L PR soclalis!
society, the unemployed gain cudgels for the employers, be (g, equblshment B oo o
new life when the opporumity jieving they could uan:_- € pnly offered Hial & a Action
arises for them fo renovate an  workers' lives without challen

aly at times —

_ reluctant gl
L making CONCESs!

ns
program for

ing capitalism. This meant poli-
cies that would keep profits high

old army base found in the bush,
defying the common myth thal
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Queensland, and the f
Queensl: he four g
from Kedran b

Sheniid The economy's in for a wild

tried to deny the obvious, saying

“The action we took was piry i
er and appropriate. and had . rl e
thing fo do with race

But this flew in the face of

(0 Shucreom M e o e g
& . using drugs like Ben Johnson
Olympics ':,
needle park? oo L
AUSTRALIAS sl b, (00 et 0

The housing induste

siry has
slumped dramatically, Sydney.
with its crash-boom patierns, is

HAT A crushing blow!

¢ . ests from the  Aby not represc

. for an athlete to go on drugs full It e Aboriging i ; representative of the na
mmtm!wlmpu;;‘mﬂﬂw pu;‘ I{"“( e ::rri\-e fn eak j;rnid community and Legal \«-r\liri\ll A recent poll kh'!l“r\ patiern, o let’s Ika:;‘"mﬂ
ers Fa BORi conditon. for o sl .Il%i‘\|\m| the parents [t als the amurnnwnt running be- bourne, The percentage of dwel
was exploded by the recent Se-  competition. conflicted with a determination | hind the Liberals on its fa- lings sold at or before auction,

from the Human Rights ¢

i The sale and supply of ste-
i 124 d mission that the students should

d y i sue: eCONOMmic man- 3 : : which was up (o 0 and 80
The Enguiry found that drug- roids without a prescription will

percent last year, has fallen well

taking oceurs in all spors, atall be made a criminal offence, but return to the school ! But it’s no wonder, with the ";"‘\‘thf‘n it Builders have
\evels amateur and professional,  that will enly boost: the black The State government pan dollar s and m E Wl‘\l‘\’“]\;e‘ T"]lummcl :
and amongst all ages. Tt brought  market. icked. and rushed throuph spe <ure of trade performar stfield's shopping centres

have reportedly had a disastrous
April and May, and Coles” sales
are stagnant. Used cars are hard
to scll. So warking class con-
sumption has clearly been
throttled back, although this
hasn't shown up in some of the
stalistics yel because of a lime
lag in reporing

The tax cuts which Labor has
finally delivered will help slow
the decline in our living stand-
ards. But let's not forget that

to light the slack drug testing by With Olympic Gold and drug
the elite Australian Instiute of company profils at stake
Spon, the bribes for favourable ruption cannot be far ay and
testing for Aussies paid at Euro- the proposed drug-testing
pean meets and disguised as won't be immune. But if it d
fimiscellancous fares” and the confound our expectations and
| false hotel aceounts used to cov-  stay clean, and if it can sty
| er up steroid purchases. abreast of detection-foiling tech union  supports  ifs For most working class tam

Why are the politicians sud-  mques like masking drugs, then  ® 5 members at the school. Their ilies the crisis has be
denly tmking notice? Cleaning  the country's sporting competi-  Rallying against compo cuts in concern is for the ongoing ma m
up the country’s sporting act will tiveness will decline Melbourne. nageability of the school, as well
improve Melboumne's chances of So nightwing sports writer and

cial legislation on 8 June fo fisastrou
: SR ing disasteous.
sure .'\].l[h\‘_\;\u\ expul- The $1.8 billion current ac
were legal. The ALP voted count deficit announced on |
he bill, and Mary Kelly of June was only the latest in
the Teachers' Union repeated

= i serics af body blows that he
the union's disgraceful support chaken the “world's greatest
for the principal

freasurer”
The

-

felt most

or the reputa

Easson a roasting n of the staff But U

| AT 5 ; . : 5 : 3 : ;
' Bl (000 0mpes, ey couh A Jores sk iy remenbeed Car vl iy s P e
| - o e [ nBor MPs who 0 - AT 1 SEEE S mud. now declining e money the govemme
1 trumpet for our rulers to blow. Sun-Herald: do we want “clean o jeoidated in 1987 i In the face of continuin more rapid W gouged out of us over several
} get our minds off poverty. and to losers™ or “rainted winners” and “: " e ,L,l [m [10 8D ity protest, the State iid: 19803 years as inflation has pushed us
| put Australian capital on the suggested that the latter is the 1 ”J'\"‘ -‘Id\ () ment finally declared that the The central promises of La into higher tax brackets.
map of iniemational frade and “way of the future™ P ::‘L m':" \Ml‘:‘,_ |[" Y A“‘“ ® students only ed bor's Accord were | "
investment.  Individual bosses What nobody seriously ad- g ."' . Z“‘)"t 10 provide gy Kedron, not other schools real wages over time” while re Kh\'”\f{ AND  Hawke
dresses 15 gwh_\ athletes risk '“m'“:\b iployment 1o injured g comerhing, but justice will ducing inflation and the ,IwE .K":“(;:."’[ ﬂumm
cancer, strokes, diabete ve 5 only be do I f e 5 = = b e tax cuts to the las s
SociausT I AcTION| comace and k“ﬂn‘t’t““ IVl Carr's vacuous speech could \-Lwlf\u‘lL..d.] e 7}|I"\ e ment. The centrel th I : ; moment, so they could get as
[ Vi society scarcely be heard ab the = = it industry polic Raise wages? Il gouge your eyes out first much as possible out of us

EDITORIAL built on exploitation and compe M? S,
PR e el whickoffersindividual re- e o s also remembered - MEL BOURNE *"

rd seemed about lo bear siretched Australian industry In-  through “bracket creep” and
qead of a gradual gro in  then hand back some erumbs

i ; i
Victoria 3056 wards to working class people o . of the Trades Hall ‘ II|In.| \here is a central law of investment financed by the  just before an election.
Tel (03) 380 2227 only through escape into sport crawlers who kept mum 1n capitalism that Hawke and higher profits available since ° This calculation now seems

1
1084, the bosses st have come unstuck, as Labor

MELBOURNE They are then under pressure to A HIF speccht abowt con BUI'dlng bOSS

en. Ca
demning this and th i | then rushed to investin  fears workers will spend the (ax
1 win at all costs from coaches. T el W s lE C success around, then rushed cars WO
PO Bo: £ e he Wi : - famous anarc cuts er tha : the!
wc‘m;%géazunswuck doctors, and sports officials. :::FT;I w};\x\n he was :‘uljhx[\hl-\-\-n uses lhugS Bt En sell. pavcs the way for new ahumy |‘u|hL m;ku anarchy l“:rrr|‘m||;ir\lr:‘\:m-utfll"ntl:‘\‘tl:\llNlll"'
It is capitali eyes by a scrunched up lea [z 5 A of capitalism at wor e 2
Tel (03} 380 2227 i is capitalism that drives g Serpe” o ihar roa g TR &% ACTU, workers went disaster ',.i what arc the cconomic — spoken objectives in mising in
SYDNEY R O A the pides Cm ey e VIOLENCE ON u building Sts InyestmenIyAS [Eshs - he rest of this (erest rates is lo make sure We
: pread wse of steroids in coun-yr i Well, the media just naturally oW So stng in  APEpEST UL e o that, Far  louof work-
'0 Box 381, Campsie tries like Russia is a reminder € problem for the future is  blame the BLE. But the lies are SFtl e fact. that the narrowly based yeaf 2 Toess lies, the lax culs
New South Wales 2194 st canitali 5 that the building unions th T per de »-tiered rip-offs. i L E | the economy slows ing class families, the 18
s 3l capitalism prevails in the g unions that really transparent this 3 R g y sustralian economy has been Unul the € .an a bit of money
Tel (02) 550 1424 T : called the rally t i The minerity who didn't. like the ) e rates will remain  will simply mean a b
1 East as well as the West rally have a Duke of Knuckleduster wiclding “se . meet the strong de-  down, imterest TS it “iolit over
BR Yotksirategy. Having marched ie BLE, were hammered meet t ! DT And the ceon- s available 0 hand straight o
ving marched 4 o group \ J o v [§ Jesperalc gh £
FIANE. THE UNIONS i A R g F e Today Labor's whoe program  mand_ for. cquipment shich SSFEEG i, ime slowing 10 e S 1 poses are sl
PO Box 99, 5t Lucia _— -w TR s, dover apain. But of building warkers at a Ve is in a shambles, But why resulted. oy reasons have more o Meanwhile the bosses &% 5
Queensland 4067 ’ will take a seriou: i ,t:"\l l|“ i bourpe hilling Sitoien ehiccts Employment i risen antl e th ‘\h- behaviour of the flush with cash, -“‘;11 e nic
Tel (07) B70 3705 e s mobilisation injuring about 15. The media S FIRS el O employed workers da will (e beBaOUE o Ok - orm clowds on the CERRTEG
i s e & i T phase (“Accord D€ e ; supposed 3
CANBERRA PEEnIBattle SRR ek | e o ik e e o T FIRST e Aoty g o 05 0 Yok R, SRR S e
Melbourne, unions have forthcoming BWIU-FEDFA ' iy their wages. Aller all. over-cons 5 estment by another 30 pe
. PO = L Wages didn't rise, despite an  lion of 10e ¢ ikl '
. J“ma‘il)‘;‘ﬂ1(?:enl(e "ares up :‘rf‘;frw‘”"“'h"w'\'"’ streets  amalgamation vole n'llv:<>n|\ rapidly |\ulliu£‘.m of why save when most of your ing class-
2 rotest against cuts to Work But the real n s that the o ban -rest is eaten up by in H
ACT 2614 L care 0 ul the real reason is T2 recession, All the benefits of the  bank infcrcst g U 2 &
i Nhla(k (l. INER'S proposed “;:mr]:"w_wlllil |]x‘_\Mm\ state o t‘m,z.ml;' ampaj ...w\n--l-rl lm‘-n1 recovery went to hoosting flation mm:“m‘.u 6 |‘t‘f“~”‘r' |
changes to compo law in NSW .o ave initiated a  for a hefry wage nse has i profits. and taxes? This meant consume
xﬁ:‘wlnm::ft.hm they've | pLRtEn Of guenlla stoppages. {ikdie h\H;lL ] i But for several years, the em-  demand for ||m|-.-~lhkr applian :
Maltourne e issue hack on the polit- 1 seems likely that develope lovers o ces and cars was also 100 strong
e po ¥ ployers refused to invest their %
:-:mrm o :-':'J agenda. And trade unionists ScHo Bruno  Grollo wanted urli;ll: | profits in productive industry. It for domestic industry “_:j"'l"'
ardgan St Carton m"mmamg they have long oLS »Luu\klw\mu \...ml‘mn””lu all went on speculation and So the imports poured in.
5. workers from a number of trades take-overs.
Ao 70 10,000 workers ral . Ked by the : )E of government
Mo ot e Jnoowerkers aliedinSyd- - Students st 1] and sites were attacked by It took the dramatic [all in the LOT of govert
Bidgn & George 51 Cay ney on 7 June to demand a I goons, including a young @ dollar, which made it much cas propaganda focuse
ML d . y DIl | £ : ar, which made it much ea ot &
Brisbene system. Drawn mostly prentice who was thrown | ] n consumer demand. Tha
= f= fi b mouy WVANE justice i oo e e “Plha”  they ‘omn blame) S [ e
] &nruhm to Parliament with THE SIX Aborie Outraged building  workers B v drastic wage culing. problems. Whe ccy thil o pe e
Costa nners and chanis that con- g riginal students rallied and struck for a day, in- under the late he Ac. living beyond our means® can
& i apelled from Brish ’ the later stages of the Ac
e s el R rlamnes Ked. cluding all BWIU and FEDER e SIaEes O e T e e ms wn argument Joribe
Swoee !_‘Hml-g.“::nﬁt they'd reached Par-  won pmim"ﬁc"l": 30 March  members from the Grollo site business confidence” among ing wage “restraint™. A .
ouse, they also pave  June, ry in mid-  Grollo has now agreed (0 1e U rulers But quite clearly the central ent boom came 100 12te-

' ALP leader Bob Cam and  The f
Trades Hull Secretary Michacl _“‘* four boys had been ex-
PAGE 2 — SOCIALIST ACTION o Michacl pelled from il schools *in

way (hat the

maove the thugs and pay medical Finally invesiment began to  dilemma is the !
costs. The steel-fixers’ campaigh Hiéo. Again. for & short time, the  investment boom hias OYEC
15 CONGNUINg.

: the investm
Robots at work
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pomic program and wages sys
tem that ripped us off far more
cuccessfully than Malcolm Fras

from 20 June
The power station Wirkery
are more isolated than the iy,

or ever managed 10 do. Ifwe are ers, mainly because of (he g

poing o break out of it, we need  feats their union, the ETU, ¢

a new political and ndustrial  suffered in recent years

approich Following  Bjelke-Petersens
We need a working class

victory in Queensland's SEQER,
dispute, ETU members all yer

movement that takes as its start
ing point, not the needs of the
country’ we have seen that in
practice this means the
of the hosses — but the ne
the peaple who produce the
wealth.

nlerests

kers at other Nsw

We need a wages strategy  power ns seem reluctant tg
based on struggle and not elab-  support those at
arate deals that are too obscure-  (

Warry,
sovernment propaganda abang
wersupply of power is hay.
ing some effect. Workers fear
that taking action could expose
them, too, to the

ly formulated for most workers @
o even understand

We need a political m
ment that fights fo chang
system, not help our exploiters
aperate more efficiently

Changing the system would
mean placing political power in
the hands of the working class
itself, not phoney i

ers. Today, it is only
groups of socialists who  an

sk of closure,

VAGE FIRING = SN
Few dollars,
no sense

“Well, we took those suckers for a ride!” ACTU bureaucrats in the

early years of the Accord.

cent in the coming financial
year. Having started invesling
100 late, they are going 1o stop
100 late,

The likelihood is that the con-
finuing investment boom will
mean more huge trade and cur-
rent account deficits, which will
mean contnuing high inierest
rates,

That will mean a slum
mayhe & severe recession. The
boom itself creates the condi
tioms for a bust. Isn't capitalism
wonderful?

The likelihood of a slunip is
increased by the slowdown
which is underway in the world
economy. This will mean an end
1o the heady days of high com
modity prices, and that will have
a dampening effect on Austral
120 exports

In the face of this situation,

left supporters even cling to the
fantasy that the Accord can be a
way of building working
power

class

The stafistics prove them
wrong. Not only h
fered cconomically under the
Accord — a fact no one seric
Iy trics to deny any more
the union movement iself is
g to crumble at the ¢

e we suf-

was ¢
somewhat as a
ng workfo

result of a ¢ 2 e
Old, umonised industries like
shipbuilding have declined and it
is logical that it takes a while to
organise new industries. But the
Labor government and the Ac
cord have accelerated the mem
bership losses.

In 1976, 51 percent of
workforce was unionised
1982, after six years of
union-bashing by Fraser and
two recessions, it had fz

Against wage culs  marpina » 49 perce
and worsening conditions. The ni.‘r"i:.:‘t:;- S
Qantas mechanics, the air con-
trollers, the car components
waorkers have all shown tha
rank and file trade unionists are
willing 10 act
have the compo st -

in NSW and \'ictnl'ir e

But they're stuck with trade
nm;m leaders who are desper
Ately teying (0 hold the strupgple
back, Kelty and Crean nuv—%p‘t
glnly identify their main sk as
AYEMUNg a wages break-out™

They still try 10 tell us (hat
:h_mr approach of doing deals
with the govermment is mare
realistic™ than our ideas of mil.
Mant action. Some of their fake-

esl
have Fallen 0 42 percent!

The reasons for this are sim
ple enough. The unions are now
run more completely from the
tap than they have ever been,
with & minimum of rank and file
mobilisation. The shop stewards
and job delepates are less active
n leading struggles, so there's
less incentive for them to recruit
new members. Wage fixation is
SEWn up in bureaucratic deals, so
why should young workers fieel o
need 10 join the union?

The bosses, the Labor govern-
menl and the ACTU have col
laborated in ereating an eco-
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hting for an approach of this

sort
But as the new economic ¢l
sis begins to unfoeld, it is liks
more peaple will start to cons|
er it

m ()'Line
SOUTH COAST
Power to

the workers!

POWER WORKERS on th

NSW South Coast are fighting

to save 6l johs.

The Electricity Commiss
plans 1o close Tallawarra powe
station which has a work force o
400, This means closing Huntle
Mine which supplies it and en
ploys 150 miners

The Greiner go
behind the closures, th
plead ignorance. Elcom ha
wanted o close Tallawarra fo

Some time, but was restrained by

wermment. En Minis
kard promised it woule
stay open
Now the government

broken s promise

Pickard
spent the first few d

s following

the announcement hiding in his

office

The coal miners would have
no chance of finding another job,
and Elcom doesn't bother 1o pre.
tend otherwise, Th
farcical promises if
station workers could be re
deplayed But  any re

deployment would be 1o distant
plices.

are making
il the power

_All_lhu South Coast’s miners
have joined the fight o defend
the jobs. 6000 workers struck

ent 1s
they

WHAT'S HAPPENING about

wages?

H-  Well, the ACTU's latest plan
has now been acce 1 by the
Industrial Relations Commis

st in principle. The
Bench is now ¢

tual amount th
5 unlike

CCISI00

le prices are rising
e gei? In ex

ird restructuring

e we'll t somewhere J
$20 and $30, This will e 1

T h the se-

e befor
you have
1 restructure

d

ontin
ux o
Account

ire taken

BOOKSTORE

For the best of socialist,
black and women's liberation
lirerarure and politics
At discount prices
Open 2 to 6 pm daily except
Sarurday and Monday
50 Baynes St, West End,

Brishane. Ph: 846 2145

O

OLAND'S  Commun

Party must be feeling a
Jittle unwanted. In the u;uu-
try's June elections, Poles
g;;\c a crushing victory to the
candidates of Solidarity
house (Sejm
e

In the lower the
Solidanty ck
Commitlee
seat out of
newly formed ¢
percent af the seats.
This result appears
genuinely shoc
Jand's rulers. Prim
kowsk1 wi de
he opted not Lo

Citizen's

secured 4
a possible 16

e, it

i sume of Po

=k

cond round run-off
Along with Interior - mi
Kiszczak he had failed to wi
perce ugh
fo o wed
10 oppose im

The e which follc
gove

April, were designed I
Communist Party wit
mentary |
for the right
Solidarity

esponsibility

was 10

the hook for Poland’s eco
nomic mess. Solidarity’s key pol
itical adviser Broni

5 f stru
Solldarity student activists confront the cops. There are 1015 o B

INTERNATIONAL

Europe: looking for a

“Solidarity bears full responsi
Bility for the fate and future of the

antry, ane stands ready (o sup-
port reform-onented polices ard
the change of the system."

THE MAP of oppositional
rl politics may well be re-
drawn over the coming year, as
lidarity members who favour
industry re-structuring clash
with ivists trying to defend
workers' jobs and  living
standards.

Jecause it b
opposition’s leaders
power without
of the worke
landslide

5 brought the
closer to

ilisation

election
made them more ¢

When it be = clear
Rakowski and Kiszczak would
receive a low vote 1 Walesa
urged voters not to discard ther

only utious.

that
|

was the
attacked
when he
of the

slidarity only
| the

ar
Gdansk shif

Polish voters ignoi

yards
ed W
vice. Only two out of 35

hist candidates received

were only three outngh
ries in the other prot
This put furth
union to find a

on

‘to keep Ra
Co i the

How did the Polish regime get
self into this Tumiliating siua-
fon? It was desperation that
m_xms General Jaruzelski 1o leg-
alise Solidarity and 1w proceed
with political reform, The failure
of his econamic policics 1o con-
trol inflation, res markets
with consumer goods, cut the ©
et deficit and lower the for-
debt eventually pushed the
regime io the negotiating table,

eigl

d

n 1o deal with So-

The
lidfarity was by no means univer-

sally popular in the Party leader-
ship.

A Central Committee
ing in January tumed into a
lic spectacle when Jaruzelska
and the Polithuro clashed with
opponents over the proposed
“round table” discussions.

The reformers only succeeded
when Jaruzelski threatened o
resign as Party leader. Ag
April, a Polithuro me
leader of o ate controlled un-
jons (OPZZ) threatened 1o orga-
strikes if Solidanty was
ised

nise
I

F PARTY'S electoral deb-
acle is likely to sharpen
these differences within the rul-
ing class. Conservative hard lin-
ers will agitate to curb Jaruzels-
ki's influence and may ry (1
sabotage the new parliament.

To prove the reforms are
worth continuing with, Jaruzels-
ki will have to atract
investment from the west

The law legalisi
was an important

-
gles ahead N Poland.

SOCIALIST ACT

Lech Walesa: charging into
Jaruzelski's arms.

working class. As well as being
permitted 10 organise openly, the
union gained the right to publish
a daily and a weekly newspaper

Bui while an opening now
exists to rebuild in the work-
place, Solidarity’s obsession with
the elections has meant that or-
ganising workers has taken @
lower prioriy.

According lo one source, the
union's national membership is
as low as one million, one tenth
of s former size. Still, despite 4
growing nift between its politi-
cal” and “irade union™
Solidarity remains the key work-
ing class organisation in Poland
Many workplace meetings have
Iheen held since legalisation

Because  legalisation wok
place based on laws from the
marfial law period, a legal strike
is hard to organise. It's possible
only after long delays and com-

ulsory negotiations, This fact
combined with appalling living
conditions and the Failure of pol-
itical reform 10 improve |hr_m.
could lead to an unofficial strike
wave similar 10 the (wo secn last

year

The mines in Silesia |Im
driving force last year — may I:s
the fashpoint. Walesa WUl
need mre than his charisma 10 |
extinguish  the fire this ©me

round |l

Hungary, |

EANWHILE
o crowd of 15[ o e
embled on 17 June for
ITun 1 of lmre '\m.'quh\‘:“:
exeeuted by the pro-5ov it
gime installed after (he crus
956 uprising.
k 'Ilh:L“ lln':mul rehabilitation
f Nagy is another wrn of the
o rew for all those Communist
‘P"JII:\- members worldwide L‘:;E:‘
lowed the story that 1926
swallowed iy

(Co
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Your taxes at work Student power

: " SEVEN.year, i feat of the German revoluti

WHEN naughty New Zealand banned nuelear ship -VEN.year-ajgs 19, amidst the defeat of the Ger olution, Rosa Luxemb

gng, e US amnaunced ok punich Kinis by i Sen Sl e INe:e?gléaliﬂg over the restoration of order: * ‘Order reigns iy Berﬂ'n?’r %ﬁspﬂnded 10 those who

e ver mean! the Ihreal seriously, pougy, The saused he f'ena'nu'!:“,j ‘gr der is built on sand Tomorraw the revolution willrise up again, clashin ﬁgov;ir;ﬁﬁgygs; Yo::r
1l Agency gels valuable South £ Iheir headmig| 7 L (1 na wil

Nt eih bacic information from NZs [Slening Boyeoting cinsers®® b oy you with the clarion call: | was, | am, | shall be ;

: ; 2 he arrests, the victimizati

gg too in China, The massacre, i : izations cannat solve th i

al crisis which brought millions into the sireets. In our feature article, Grahan? '?Nﬁﬁgt?%gkand
t events in China and their underlying causes. S

siation at Tangimeana, So it continues 10 send intelli-
gance 1o its farmer ANZUS ally. :

Alas, the US forgot to tell Australia. S America’s May we quote 50C! e
loyal lackeys in Canberra wasted thousands of hours you? ihe rec
checking Australian inelligence before passing iton 1o

the Kiwis 1o make sure thal no US-sourced information A . ”'.' :"_E o ;Q ihrough 5 L ™ ™1
slipped Ihrough. Another inspiring example of our e J:Wl_\'_ Dl'l:.mdm ik a e

thal which preceded fy
e CHEAP overthvow of Hiler. m

— Alan Bond o
sit a manager o prevent  notion of swindling the Bond, on “Bang.

him sneaking off to the public won'l change, he bashing
bar at lunch time. A third  Says HAPPY campers you are
had to mend a broken Yep .. thal's what we Happy campers you o
zipper on her boss's thought business ethics been. And ha"'

panis. One executive were all about campers you will aly
even got his secraiary 10 " be. ¥
min his kids __ then didn Piglets at play L ITH TANKS, machine-guns and
return for three days! / WHERE do cops go on [ ssands of troops, Chi-
Australian bosses are ) &' holday? Of course: 1o tens of thot dihe I'me“"
no better. One recently di- A palice state na's rulers have erushed the mo ;
| Uneasy listening vorced manager tried lo R for democratic reform that gripped

NEW's “finest” have IS llke a shitin the rain
s — ij_ been invited to join a _ — the words that
R South African tour that 0 o
lets them patrol black
lownships with the local POLICEM
slormtroopers. The tour is ~ aboul everyone. It's nof rampaged (h
e P Mavs central Beijin,
harricades 2
tanks. For the ne
randomly she
the city had ¢
For all its militar
find it casy o win
of the troups W
wenl into the streets
abuse, vihers rocks
[wolish enough o sir
beaten or lynched. In
scores of ranks and
ablaze, either by

AWA. which runs he Syd- {heir country for seven weeks.
ney radio station 2CH
has won a contract 1o -
supply fadia Bejjing wih  Who needs ethics?
49 hours of “easy listen-  SYDNEY University has
ing" music each week.  offered ils Master of Bus-
{ We can guess whal jness Agministralion siu-
! songs theyll be playing gents “business ethics”
| for Deng Xiaoping. “Ils 5 an elective subject for
| g&;’:nr 3 ngﬂce I the coming semester. But
! sl NIEF‘ fﬂ”QEffs nol one budding corpo
| o gt ...buldef- rate execulive in the
nitely nol’ Power To The  ¢orse has chasen to
People’, "Bom Free” or jake amidst the gaiety
“Revolution”. ey % What's next, the Beijing

1, ¥ rolessor Simon drive-your-own-tank
Women's role Domberger, “On the de- oliday?
¢ MAKING the coffee isnt mand side, ethics seem to ¢

ihe only demeaning task be low on popularty  Christian charity

given 1o women in the They sure are . a sludy SEVENTY cubs and
Corporate world, accord-  last year found that price-  brownies have been left

Qver several hours ¢ hi of June
1. 1roops drawn mainly from the = th Army

rs alike beneath their

Pressure Point Travel
Pressure Poinl manag-
er Ken Oething, an ex
cop, said the “emphasis
was on having fun’. Let's
ople

d pr
week they continued
Ve intil

hope no innocent p
are shot in their h

15 ¢

ing o a Wall Street Jour- rigging on Australian  wi , soldiers or both
[ nal survey f jobs thal se- sr?gmr%arkmsuaailig AR ML= A0 students O .H‘""w o
| crelaries have 10 da for common as to be “almaost not stand alone. All 158 the 'l"l‘h
thei bosses. legitimate by defaull” protests swelled  on news of the
One Amgrican secre-  Queensiand Universi- massacre

:;»!nn- had to clean out her ty's Schoal of Manage-
585 smelly car when ment subdean Vic Dy
fic Dobin- says De;
:us calch of fish went rol- son doubts the value of  Lee Emerson. ?‘Onlyii?
::;ner an angling lip. "‘business ethics’ en wenl lo Sunda
oiher was told fo baby- courses anyway “The School y

In Shanghai.
up barricades, ¢

s and brought the cit
five duys. Bus drivers went on strik
workers refused to sell tickets or
fring 1o operate. Wh
1 demonstration, killing six, it

s 3
on't solve China’s problems.

Deng Xiaoping {inset): his brutal methods wi

the military erackdown

wiped out during

FROM P o : 2 siudents ch, who
EMPAGES. lowed up its acquisition of o dent Jan Palach in |96¢ torched by the crowd antly by the start of June. But the s P ¢ leaders of the Shanghai branch, Whe
Hungarian brewery with a ioint IETN 4ch in 196Y in pro-  people in Eastern Europe U In Chengdu, hundreds dicd as police ar d only part of the prob s round them i o up the lcadershup wof the national
East I ML ement o run a new & i al‘}‘:"“ the Russian invasion, “socialism” is a dead end, and solders fired on rioters who had bumt a \Ml| i : vement of millions. The aim of tad (;.’;m\ npwm srrested at the end of the
i = iy 4 number of people got suff | 2 3 A NGy o T ing i S Slonc b N e move organizatiol i e ecion. A small
ern telephone. system, We  expect Fipeaple got sl jail  that the answer lies in coping whale eity block to the pround. Xian resi- 0% & FREIEL g st this move: OREURLCLoF the repressu i
Eul.ope this' system will be run very incitement  to  western capitalism. dents accupied the old part of the city ment 1o picces by killing its leaders, .nnl\; suppat \‘l_mnn.mlmn_\knmnd‘lnlg 1 e
much the sume as the phonc The "M, ; Hilthere n/p ESICEN “h‘j Nanjing studenis seized the Yangize I""_' ing its activists 1l trronizing its SUpprte ¢ was the last mam political a¢
Was a “fascist putsch”™. The Hun \(Fhmwpur‘} B ouns in Inburly"-H;‘)\u“um L mmlr H.tl‘ o e BRI 1Y o e e o e cily he All-China Feder-
; 2 3 ile. d . . the East i  “Soci i A jion, the A =

| garian govemment has now ag. By as issucd a ma e East German grouf rike 1 military force won outs bath e official union: the Al CRER e
mitted " thy e In Czechoslovakia and | 0 signed by (00 well ism From Below™ which en No major city escaped the storm of pro anees Agains f Trade Unions, whicll 5
al the rising was  Germany akia and East  known ne : N ! Y s g and the provine ation of 113 ot and donated money
justified E Germany, activist groups are personalities. The state- dorsed a statement Jast No test but as time passed movement aclivists, 1 (hat was inevitable. But | jorsed the movementanc S8EEEE o on
il £ ment q e g . 1 Zens ks e e a1 WOrkers s b
e still fighting 1o force some eas, i calls for democracy, pro-  Yember declaring (I led great ¢ r that they faced the beginning of the error demanded m:; wor See

Frsthant ﬁs'wh cal liber- -ngjur those countries’ old-style ;,,:l"’" of the environment and ~ market socialism only | no way lorward, called for a d the secrel police moved o and work 1o eradicils

ungary as in the Stalinist regime: ) lependent trade el he liv e Fall o snaried n € : d- 2 T
SSR i< 2 egImes, rade unions. Up- mean a sharp decline in the retreal. Nearly If the amrests reporied - clories, roun <ol U, 4 =
hJé:ISR 5 r‘-‘k‘umpamm by eco- The Prague Zovernment ha fortunately, it also follows Llllli- ing stand wr-JI in our countnes, the first \\:u W rllx \w:\ from outside Beij through the ¢ l“N\:gmllEI;:llll .\Jl'llll‘i“' III‘\;I.:;nil.u[tm‘h appear 10 "Ju"?'\“:lj
i SR o ! 05 ot 4 v E week C <l i o k- s B s amilies

bl unp‘alﬁ‘;“:o‘::!ﬂh l;\c:u] al- :’Lg“" drafting 4 new consti- :t"{nlm trend in Eastern Europe  0llation and the selling out of ingand Ieaders rightly decided against “un- N U AnYORE SUSPEELEE SRV g o peo- gy by secking nlug‘d“‘[r:,,:;"[‘\:\winuﬂ

| king class, Un.  Mon which poinge - cly on marke . e i F ; he i » countryside
f ntedly reaffir arket m social gains NECCSSAry si : 5 d by the g the €0 y ot the
:i':':l"iwﬁ-ﬂl l;miu be allowed 1o the "|EHUIngP‘qu ur! lhlc i ”," sulve economic probl ment calls for solid- V. w\un\r.l:llu‘.lylw\g:ll have been made 10 ex d w‘l huI:J"I:J:L”“‘ names I",Tlldﬁg.‘,‘: they have made it clear mfl:l:b“[\
€ the abundy Fod ek ) : . 3 s v by bt ams broadcds St e d e pathir thar 8 surmende
£ouds in the shaps -uxnﬁ;?(: of -lmﬂll‘l’:‘-h rqfe..lcd claims that the i In East Germany organised  2NiY e who : plain the savagery of the roops in Beijing ¥ £ activists who had cxcaped e O i J\mm.u_m]:;\:rpmlhf s
Wy e con- ung leader of |5 4 dissent is bepi, i @ struggl i ghis an: Were the troons b ek brain ind faces of ac 5 v he qurned 10 & cannot stan et 1C
s0lation 1o the large fumbers o Ander Disbeck. jyon o MY Segioning to ma o o o rutnlized pease e o up, and urged that they be b While they a0 nleashed, hey interd (0

P self felr, w 1| SR
Workers wh can't g foreig agent of o+ IEIL With reports of repegreg BN
them. fford 1o buy loreign powers, studen demoniiralions ‘“\ [:I;‘d

. Aller @ wave of demonstra- 28 80d Dresden

aratuses. washed or on drugs? Perhups. But the fact R Class was singled out IO0 gy the s
hausen is that the government chose w unleash JIE MU B the Worker — uain in

o o) Beijing
fight- these troops. special attention. In Be |h . been SELUP ot ncton prese

& fding until further opporiumIES
nt themselves

uih Al

and [or a reason.

: i i ] j 1o page 8
Bond Corporation has fol. Hons in January, commemorat- Unfi ing for inte oratic Ribt Gontral mensures. would probably Autonomous Union, whie "o democratie 10

P O ing the self-immolation of sty alnhm;;zu:.am!' decades of - socialis live cleared Tienanmen Square the by workers wha pr‘\rm\j l.: have been T
"AGE 6 — SOCIALIST ACTION convinced mast Philip Whitefield Rmbers of prolesters had dwindled signif-  movement, was reparted SQCIALIST ACTION —

_ﬁ———‘i___'—ﬂ_;
e




CHINA IN CRISIS

Leaders who fled Beijing weck afier the
massacre told Western Teporiens that they
would devote themselves 1o building and
gmg[hgnil\g nn;lergmund nerworks with
the aim of bringing down the government

They are displaying the same COUMAZE,
{hough on an cven greater galc. that they
displayed after the defeat of the campaign
of December 1986, Then. too, they con
linued o organize and 0 seck out the
political fessons of their campaign and its
defeat, As one government official said at
the time, “They have learnt their lessons
well, and they now know which methads
would wark and which would not

And there are things ta be learnt from the
Jatest upheavals. Not least is the fact that the
Chinese people are capable of fighting with
Enormous Coul and initiative for de-
mands in which they believe. The struggle
for democracy in China need never again be
the work of small hands of d
intellectuals.

The ruling grotp Was obviously deeply
divided during this period 0ver hiow best to

deal with the social and political crsis 1)

while the party leaders debated W hether 0

\rmy or not the movement stood

smenized apparently by the factional
struggle within the governime! hoping for
the triumph of the liberals

Had the students directed their supporters
rowards the factones to win the waorkers (o
a more active role in the movement
strikes and occupations on & wider scale, the
pressure might have eracked the party wide
open.

The army should not have heen allow
10 sit quietly on the highways, nor (o leave
the city. Ag 1 have been able to
break individual soldiers [rom their units or
whole units from their commanders. That
would have siven the movement the basis
for self-defence, and perhaps have made
jent  military intervention impossible

And the countryside remained quiet, Cer
tainly many peasants are very happy with
the regime's economic polices and do not
. BT Wk s ey MR make mis- :\Cl!lﬂ\. in politics, but there may well have
u“PPmkes_ the defea. they have sulfered was een scope to win over the well-off
ot unavoidable. Perhaps the worst mistake These are ractical mistakes and it is no
i e unity presented by shame that the Chinese students made them
e rwine: peﬁuudp'puhellnmu the declara. 1N movement for human liberation — for
fion of martial Law and the massacre., real socialism always advances on the

basis of ils mistakes. In the eourse of great
struggles, strategies and tactics are tried and
found wanting and others tried, until over
time there develops a way forward,

It is the role of socialists both o support
the Chinese movement and to help it draw
out the lessons of its activities.

The democratic movement was very li
mited in its demands “full freedom of
speech, of association and of the press” as
Wang Dan wrote, There was no call for the
overthrow of the govemment, only the rem
oval of its more conservative members.

Yet there 15 little doubt that many of the
best activists are Mamists who retain a
!lm\[h) contempt both for Western capital-
ism and for the Chinese bureaucracy. The
Intemnationale was the anthem of the move-
ment. What was lacking was an understand-
ing of the true nature of the Chinese social
l\{:;[\l‘r;r- .m.'t st |L|.u||~m a5 1t claims to be

bureaucratic state capitalism.

HILE nothing can detract from the
courage of the students and their

DONT CRY FOR
ME SERGlo
BUSCHMANN ...

T"E,HE HAVE been critigues of Chinese
L soc in the past that came close to
this amalysis in the past, Wang Xizhe, one
of the leading activists of the Democracy
Wall movement of 1978-81, raised the spec.
tre of a “dictatorship of the Communist
bureaucrats”™ and of a “bourgeois state
without a hourgeoisic”, s

If activists can elarify and build upon this
sort of analysis they will have a much
elearer role of their real task the m:u-
throw of state capitalism in Ching, and the
creation of a new social orde i :
] What has also become clear in the

I¢ you dont 3vbsceibe
to their politics
Subscribe +o ours
Sociaust |
AcTion

after
math of the massacre S
Wiskies . 57 2issues s SReNIE oF ihe Cigi AR BIE Lhe real
ek 13 oI ) the Chinese students and workers
o and their movement for deing cy. Mil
Wit lions of people around fe i

e world were re
volted by the cold-blooded nnuru:;r‘:)‘l-l:l-- :‘
sands of peaceful protesters, i

R [k 1o the Tens of thou

sireets in dozens

; . Tty el of cities

% SR condemning the Chinese government, and
N calling for  diplomagic f

CHogues Gayabie 1g Soc. and  economic

SAnctions.

51 Action

Western govermments, however, wer
8 e
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much maore cautious, US p,
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restraint” and imposec
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ence. He b
1 2 bar g gy 8
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Mar

did non

Thatcher was “apoe
W any enthusiasm for o
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subjects who she is keen {0 hand g S0
Chinese government in 1997, e
China’s opening up o w
investment |I\ like Pt
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VCIMEnts are
the :

15 and their
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mixed
bering the use
people i 1956, ¢

I'he Sovie
official
while Mikhail Gorba
emba

2005 that |ay

Eastern the respon

n lanks agai i
demned Beiji =
press uncritically
1iment disp;

Chinese g

m alchey,
hev mainiaingd
rIWo wed

It was left 1o d

ssed silence

called fc

-

ed to Gorbachev 1o join Chigese
otest rally

students in

grected the bloodbath, denoungiy
the students as “counter-revolg £
urgeois
0 Surprise
f supporting s

e
ks againg
Polish ¢

1| 3
d Russian
Czech reformers in 1968

Solidarity in 19
Wi ¢
an dicta
tional liber

China’s students will ook in vain for any
real support from either the bureaucrals
who rule in the East or from their counter-
parts in the West

to help the

The roots of the

NDERIYING the rebellion, .l.ml
the divisions within the ruling
is a decp-seated economic

By the laie 1970, it
cection of the Chinese ruling
Maoism had Failed in its atempt
modemn independent §

Mao Zedong's strategy wi
vestment into heavy indusiry, keep the
country isolated from the world econom
and drive the ¢ 1o produce rath

centrated in the
bureaucrats.

While there had been real ccor
velopment, growth rates were declinin
China was falling behind its Asian rivals
like Taiwan, South Korea and Malaysia

Labour produgtivity was dismally low by
world standards — and the quality of output
was even worse. After thirty years of single
minded concentration on the development
of heavy industry, the crucial steel sector
was 4 mess, China's steel output had
dropped from 64 percent of Japan's wial in
1936, 10 24 pereent in 1975, And of that,
only 20 percent was of world market
quality

The clique that ran the economy had
blindly poured ever more funds into nvest
ment — well beyond what a small ba
ward economy could absorb. Massive facio
fies sprang up, assuming that sufficient con
€rete and timber could be found 1o complete
then, But power shortages, lack of coal and
oil, and shortages of raw materials hindered
production

SocrausT W Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for socialism: the crealion of
a classless society in which the econo-
my will be democratically planned, and
workers themsetves will make the key
decisions aboul economic and social
life: Countries Ike Russia and China are
bureaucralic ¢lass societies, and have
nothing in commen with real socialism

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries, The expe-
rience of Labor in power has shown e
bankruplcy of anempls o linker with the
exising capialist system. The capilalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialsm. Their state is & weapon
of class rule, and must be smashex

A Mass Workers’ Party

Warkers need a revolutionary party.
The working class cannot make a revoiu-
tion through spontansous upheavais. The
bosses are organised, and we need 1o
organise 100, Today we work to buid a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on the oo an.n
around social protest issues Tomarrow
we must creale a mass Workers party 10
ggle for socialism

. ] s
Internationalism
pates indicated that fully 20

Official esty
ant of industridl

pacily Wwas

i The warking
are Internationalists.
» axists in all countries. and the sirug-

secause of these bottlenecks. |- class o national bam-
: o g where operating | gle for social'sm knows no na o SURVIVE.
A quarter of all enterprises Wik s, A <t revolution cann A
at u loss within & single country. 0 must h;;g‘;zze
The regime itself calculated that « b other countries ot il wil fail L

o worldwh
reasons we are fof bullding 2 wor';i!\;n":z
mavement, and we oppose measem[s e

rolectionism which turn the wo oL
pnﬂ’[nuntw against others Qnly un L
0‘ ridwide sociaiism can there be an Eard
:mw ar and the threal of nuclear war 2 ‘
:n e:"d 1o the abuse of the enviranme!

L iberation from (ppression

We fight for liberation .and aga\‘ns'ta |’:|‘:
oppression of women, blacks, mgssmn
s All of these forms of Oppre:

i da the working CIa'ssanInuE
fight against them 1S an E_r,senr\na;.vgmeﬂ
puiging a united revalutionary MOVETC
T:ve-,u can only be ended throud!

capialism and building socialism.

hird of all investment between 1949 an
1978 was wasted

of this, despite all their

ple cont

standards of [nan
A s pne Party seCre
calism

ryside
fary said, “We have been bulldin i
1y years but still many people It
) [0 cat am

as do not have en

u
are poorly clothed

NE HUNDRED mi 'N".:
()mlnml 10 percent of the total) were =
poor in 1980 as they had been in
according to the neople's Daily-

are used 10 dV

Two and a half imes Lyl mun
neither read nor write. On!
peasants had enough education
operate basic farm |uu;1umnL .
mained viciously oppressed and supe
wis rampant. ¢

The problem of how to deal ‘\':]:.:}\Lw l::[
preoccupied the ruling class all thred=

Socialist Actior + At K 10
sociallst Action:

we are for i |d: the paint

jking about the wor nd propa-

ed aroumn
1970%s. A power sir :ruwv_d“*r“'w
the dying, senile Mao h‘dn.\ it | of e g
resolved some (wo years after hi ]oinu!‘ﬂd‘

the triumph of Deng Xiaoping g0 5
fum 10 Page SOCIALIST ACTION— PAGES
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A cyclist hits the dirt as bullets fly.

Deng remained committed o the aim of
strong and modern China. but he was pre
pared to admit that this would 1ake at least
1o the middie of the 215t century to achieve

More impartanily, he was prepared to

adopt new methods. The state monopoly on Wit the economy freed from the d
investment and trade was to be replaced by of the bureaucr:
a partial privatisation of the economy. Chi- 1y, Gross N
na'’s solation from the world economy was ~ space of ten y
reversed and foreign imvestment and rech-
nology were welcomed. The state plan was
reigned {n, and market forces and enterprise
autono were allowed 1o flounsh

growth rates rose sharp

ars.

But the regime now
the vagarics of the wa
it didn't like it. So
between policies.

When impons grew at too fast a rate for
the economy ¢
governmenl crack
three times in the pa
tion took off in 198
restored on many
1 there
rol over investment

f
0l

in the process of change
came in 1979 with the freei
ture. Prices for rural products were
creased and local markets were set up for
the sale of output over and above statc
quotas. The infention was that rural produc
tion would generate profits that could be
mvesied in light industry

absorb or pay for, the
down. This happened
{ decade. When infla

Ing was cu
a grealer col

Peasanis were allowed to leave the com-
mures, and within two ye:
them were farming on pri
Ten percent of peasants moved out of agri
culture altogether and into other rural activ

lies such as processing, commerce and
services.

aced with all the problems that their
esses have gen

wnd down
nges, the Chinese
come deeply divided
1o obvious support for any returr

to the discredited Maoist model of develop

ment. Rather differences are over how wide
10 open the doors 1o the West and how fast
to push forward the pace of reform

Zhao Ziyang wanted o keep up the rate

of change, especially in the
reform, allowing some parts of the country
{especially the coast region) ta set the pa

even at the risk of alientating those sect
of the populac

constant policy
class has

The initial results seemed wildly success-
ful. Rural productivity and oulpul skyrock-
eled. But soon cnough problems emerged
After a lifetime of misery, those peasants
Who were doing well (which was by no
means all of them) preferred 10 spend their
new wealth on homes, televisions and videos
and other consumer poods.

a of price

ns

and the ruling class that
were falling behind. Li Peng wanted a more

' controlled and ilic oy

HIS HAD two negative consequences, e

One was that there was @ marked |
deterioration in China's b, e ol trade
with those countries who were supplying
these goods. More dangerous was the slump
in rural investment and the deg

HE REGIME's preat fe;

s tential power of the ok, e o

i ] er of the working

: clas

nfrastructure, Warkers had as little contro) i
Because

| over produc-
d had under

= the family plots were su sl
the use of machinery, fertilisers and |'h.\||.
udc‘\ declined. Withouy (he Communes (o
take responsibility, major works like irriga-
tion el 10 disrepair. Grain, which i i
subject 1o striet stale Prcing contrals, be-

came a less attractive crop

tion under Deng as they |
:lm:_ But they were eapable of considerable
The o portant reforms
g td for the urban economy gye
asically foundered on the sppasiti; 1
iti
o Pposition of the

and g The aby b s
Tell year after year production “\|lul: abolition of jol security and w
In an effon 1o

a shift of contr)
ol over ¢
prises 10 focal it b

deal with these pr
i s problems,
::«: regime now allows peasants u! sell their
ases (officially all land remains state prop.
eny) The hope is that he more efficient

TRNAEEES hagl heen 4
founced with much fanfare in 1984 ’\l::‘l
e were given the right 1y hire and fire
and o decide on w age levels and ghe di
bution of profits e
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farmers will buy out the less efficient. who
will become either landless labourers or
move into rural or urban industry.

The freeing up of the mdustrial economy
ran into the same mix of success and failure

hand

nal Product doubled in the

But very few of these changes haye
put into practice. Chinese workprs o begy

reasonably strong shop-floor “,l‘m’:"\_:‘:é.n i
their fac ire often ablg g 1onin
that managerial authority s noy “”""‘t
against the interest of workers, 2
rare

Only 5 percent «

workers arg g the
contracts that are me

nt 1o haye rep

joh permancncy. Bonuses are s jo)

distributed cqually rather than by L

ductivity x
Strikes.

il violenge
ainst uncooperative bosses are the
workers usual
wages and conditions

The d

in pushing ahead with
of the reforms is that this involyes

s and abolishing subsidies i
food, rents and other essentials. Work
class apposition is considered alm
evilahle

ere Chin;
m clear
the democratic
does not ac
the ruling
crushing that

The students are underg
of people |

ind and millions
OWR power.

The butchers of may yel have
sccasion to ponder the words of Risa L
embu

Lic

comrade  in  arms,  Kad
necht

ry drop of hlood is a seed of discord
for today’s victors, like dragons’ teeth, be-
cause from them will grow those whe will
avenge the fallen. The vanguished of today
shall be the victors of tomorrow, for they
will learn from defeat

Hongkong protest: solidarity spread
around the world

Fighting back at Cockatoo

|sland

A mass meeting on 2 June
Jecided to continue the cam-
in defence of jobs. ‘The
ke has been going on Sifce
10 May, and has disrupted th

refiting schedules of sever al
navy ships e
Since  ship building work

ceased 1N 1982, the d kyard
has heen used for refitt Ober
on submannes The worksite 15
operated by CoDock, a subsi
diary of ANI Engineening, % hich
leases the dockyard [rom tIEu
Commonwealth government. in
April 1987, the Department of
Del . decided 10 close ihe
dockyard, but
an undertakin
en until at least 1992
In May this year the Defence
Minisier. Kim Beazley ve
ANI notice 1o quit by December
1990, Development opi
clude a plan by Kerry Packer to
um place into a playground
for the rich

The Hawke governmen
pects o collect £120 millic
from selling the island. and »
prepared 1o dumj 150 bs i
exchan;

The workers say their skills
are not in demand elsewherc
The dole will be the only option
for many
50, Many of them have been at
Cockaton Island for 20 years
more. In 1987 when the cle
wiis first planned,
were offered a paltry

= workers

Id stay

ns in

secially those ove

ure
the work

sand dollars redundancy. Now
CoDock will not even talk ©
their union.

he strikers have been kicked
in the teeth by the NSW Lat
Council. Days before the June 2
mass meeting, the  Disputes
Committee recommended a re
tum to work. At a Council meet

ng on June |, lefiw elegates

gates wanied to move a motion
of support for the Cockatoo Is
land workers.

The sirikers voted w stand
lim  and reject the Labour
Council recommendation. They
are determined 1o stay out indef
initely, but will nced support
Irom other unionists
They're visiti

workplaces
and union me

ngs in several

W T W o

The fighting workers of Cockatoo Island.

The watersiders find them-

inng dual employers. e
hiring by individual employ <elves Fghting alone “This tragic

ready mantme unions have hel
ur strike, while dockyard

=
2

e T avoided if the WWF officials
had shown more solidarity with
other workers in recent years.
One factor in the minds of the
WWF's officials and members is
that if they did try to resist the

land and in Western Australia, Untl very late in the game,

the WWF leadership did little

str evies 10 Taise money . i
Rl the main changes. National Se-
tary Tas Bull says they're only

But if they face such a prospect
naw, it has  lot to do with the
officials’ behaviour over six ye-
ars of the Labor government.
When the govemnment ""“ml.

They alsa collected $1400

wilh the Builders' Labourers.
‘And when the Miners' Feder-

offish, but hopefully rar

=

donations and messages of

thy

fers and Dockers Union,




8 ﬂEVOLUTlONAFlY HISTORY

STORY, s Karl
Marx, repeats itself and
the second time round it's a

On¢ prominent sans-culoie,

a crowd af poor Pa Heben, had demanded an inten.

It's a recycled

JUST TWO centuri

date zeon, ification of the T

| the state dungeon. LI e Terror, more
| sea farce. ““"Ir:wd Bastille. reid cconomie conels, an al
11 THEY CAME in by ¢ar, bus end | ) oy the farce is very fun- — The 8% - ven control they be e on - religion. and
L {rain from all the eastern capital i 3 Having kS . Lauw ransfer of real power 1o the

} o= 10 attend the ist Ac- | ny for Tim Anderson Diishy o ifs Governor, De L Sl RO

::Mm sehool, held at Aus- | W15 the most common  initial adeld o paraded his head : 5 ris.
\inmer on the South Coast. reaction when news spread that [——— S = T L i‘lh&‘ city on a pike. C In March 1794 Robespierre’s
“The westher was feezing and | ihe R thareed] ] "“E\]JI“H July this year De Lau “ommifice of Public Safety, the

the building hard te heat, so it i )

virtual govemment of France,

him with the murder of the vic :
I g o I arrested and guillotined the Heb-

was jus| as well we had some d s of the Hilton Bombing of
1978

nay's moderm cquivalents
| 1op notch political talks to listen V

like Mapgie That

eople ertist forces. Then to elin
i PeORle 4 President Francois iminale
| eich. Eresice the forces to his righ
i b Anderson is already known as and Frens 0 s to his right, Robespie-
: e o e et || o victim of one of the bigest Mitterand — A7 e sent the followers of Danton
told us about an epic

celgbrate the hicentenary of

GMH in Melbourne in 1964. Des- ! frame-ups in Australian lcgal
ethnic tensions, all | history. With fellow Ananda

the migrant groups pulled fo- | Marga members Ross Dunn and
gether in a massive sirike in § Paul Alisier. he was charged in
defiance of the anti-union Penal § 1078 with the atempied murder
and it took some truly

to the guillotine the following

monih.
be raising their

HE COMMITTEE of Pub-

clals to finally get them back 10

prosccution based its case on

lee, W
botage by Trades Ry M:H:}M;\j 1799 the power Eﬂm e BT: de i
utrageous A he s g st
:." E nmhunhn omn. || In the two ensuing nials, the :;\"mi: monarchy and anisio prices. under caph

< overthrown, and the

ic Safety had agreed under

talism, price control always goes

3 ‘ W together with wage control.
ool police verbals and the fantasics Oy e ceized power =k i
Fiek Kunn ook up the gues- | of a menially deranged police capitalist class S1Z€C Pt Having wiped out the leading
tion of what the nexi federal

Liberal mment will be like.
In a talk called “'The ruling class
re-thinks”, he outlined the de-
velopment of new rnightwing
economic and industrial policles
among the traditional party of
the eapitalists. The Libs are like-
Iy to come to power as the coun-
iry enters an economic reces-
sion, and at thal point the fake
co-operation of the Accord will
give way to more open head-
¥ieking by governments.
In order to explain how nof to
fight back against the head-
kicking 1o come, Janey Stone

wnformer, Richard Seary
Seventeen prosecution wil
nesses conspired o give false
evidence, This perjury ins
court was amplified outside
hysterical press campaign. Com
+bined with the urgi
tnal judge, the pressure upon the
Jurors was overwhelming

The first tral produced a hung
jury. At the sccond trial in 1979
Anderson, Dunn and Alister
were convicted and got 18 y

Appeals to higher courts were
fruithess.

de the

o5 of the

Before 1789 politics  was
Jominated by the King -alm.‘
ECONOMIC pOwWer wis d..‘.‘\w
petween the landowning class
and the new capitalists, whose
coonomic strength W
increase. Both classes chv
der the king's rule

The landowners war il
piece of the political action. @

position. The bours
e political control, 10 open Uf ‘
hsm 1o

more space for <aj
develop

sans-culottes, Rohespierre felt
confident to publish a decree
cutting wages, in some cases by
over 50 percent.

At the same time he threa
tened all his remaining enemics,
including other Jacobins, with
the guillotine. But at this point
the capitalist class decided the
revolution had gone 1o far. On
the 9 day of the month of Ther-
midor (according (o the new ca-
lendar introduced by the revolu-
tion), Robespierre was forced

from power. The mext day he
was executed

i regaled on Salurday evening Li_n_ T
with an account of the terrorist
tacties of the eariy Russian re-

volutionaries. They were cour-

The case was finally re
opened in 1985 largely as a
result of agitation by two jour-

| Demanding the king be depesed: a painting by FencdaSeEs The one force that could have

saved him from death, and the

ageous, and once even blew up

a Tsar, bul it took the mass

mavement built by the Bolshev

iks to put an end 1o the old
ime. e ol

nalists, Tom Molomby and Irina
Dunn, and State MP George Pe

lersen. NSW Attorney-General
Paul Landa established a judicial

NITIALLY the spark for the
revolution came from the
aristocrats, who forced the King
1o call a medieval-style *par

revolution from shifting back [0
the right, was the sans-culottes.
But on 9 Thermidor (hey were in

I ran ce the sireets demonstrating agavit
Robespiere and  his  wape

¥ ment” in an attempt o raise e
fom O'Lincoln told us about a | "94irY by Justice Waod into the finance. But when it was "ﬂ:‘.‘l decrec
littie-known bt very important : the bourgeaisie seized the polit

South American Marxi

intemationalist, an

L Jose
Carlos Mariatequi. In addition to
being the founder of the Peruyi-
an socialist movement, Mariate-
gui made the first Marxist anal-
¥sis of a Latin American coun.
iry. He was a revolutionary

report was insipid. It
‘doubt” about the con

victions where it should have
found a frame-up. It turned a
blind eye to the verballing activ
ilies of Special Branch, which

8o this time they're p

Tim Anderson: victim of outrageous persecution

fal initiative.

They wanted moderate demo
cratic reforms. But when the
aristocracy and the monarchy
refused to compromise, a s
of the bour imed Lo the

was gripped
reV0| ution e

by

Robespierre had scemed all-
pawerful, but he had really been
balancing betwien contradi o7y
social forces. His capitalist ec0-
" yres cost him he

ic meast

Jower classes. and

ho was experienced in making e
then included the famo : y ) I s B Rty : rces among the
ulmeeunyc‘:mmt:fns"pwm' P lisded the famous killer, I1E against Anderson alone,  and using bombs in opal m masses. Society be wing force L
eI clective Roger Rogerson They've abandoned S : rapidly to the left i !
And Carole Ferrier and Ric i 2 ey Ve dbandoned Seary, and A povernment inguiry m AL : i EY also intended 1o 2 ety
Colsey highlighted different as But it could not avoid the IMSiead are standing over some  reve: the police botched In 1793-94 the middle s <cale bosses with a number of s As one historian say
pects of X

the German revolution-

conclusion that Seary’s cvidence

Pelly enims (o get them 1o put

and  small

against the

1 . paid with torure and
& o 2 the investigation and then de led ; employees under them pierrepal ‘_ T“\Edp-m\uwﬂ"u
" movement ater Worid Way 1. | 2 U5¢1exs wals in Tim Anderson's mouth,  cided to frame Alister, Anderson dniggle ag: Gprcle The sansculolies range Jacobinsand hedeath for the MESCaPO LT
the sea, 1*!’:1::3‘““ walks by §  Anderson, Dunn and Alister his evidence, 100, will have 1o and Dunn. RRIRRTLITE, Eonscrvaiiye from the puorest sections of the e the driving dienons o hll:?c repeated many
5 PRt e amende: s one the bo i . =5 became the dnvIng -rience 10 b i
again, and s 10 warmup | were pandoned and released al- ¢ amended as one of these wit By charging Anderson naw S amonz fhe bov population 1o small busincss es becarl® T tonce SPEMENCE K pest know 18
new songs. Come ;nlad some { ter seven years in prison and eocs Musked up her story at  they have prevented any judics There were threc ma Around 45 percent of the revo- alutior searoyed, imes since, ll;c D hiles Sl
mmmn@mpandh;.ﬁn?m‘[‘m received 1 lousy $100,000 com- "¢ aborted 1982 Hilion inquest.  inquiry inte the facts of the ‘:‘II‘.'" e the revolutionarics: th | luionary commissioners in Pars b [“\unlfn_“f cent C\:‘I.‘L“E:I‘ i
s lontag s, and L At ions be d Allende
pens: But now another  The cops are once agai Bombing, A criminal court will tagnards, the s and e antisans, About 18 percent L s S vadur Al apitalist society
fri b PS Are once again using the sans-culoites « birth of €af ¥
ame-up is und B scoive [ hious tlarre e hile w 7 The
For n . P is underway the media. “Sub judice™ counts  TS<51*< only snippets of dubiou D i the Mar ere shopkeepers, while ted 10 ¢lsewhere, was 4
ext issue The 1979 trial was peppered anton represented the Mon-

mnwﬁhr Saciaiist Action] M1 dllcgations that the ihree
T 42 are as lollows: earl, B
deadiine 14 July, late ua-dlln: bomb, which killed two council

defendants had placed the Hilton

:itbr nothing as the police con-
uth rtmlllnr press conferences
10 air their slanders,

information that form part of the
police case,
The NSW judiciary is willing

tagnards. His interest in abolish
g feudalism was o acquire
land and denve income from i,

camers and other workers ma
up only 10 percent.

It was these members of the

lotes wan!

W controls
qurvival of
husinesses.

i France, as
violent affair
Thatcher an

So when you €
d Mitterand e
remember just

to go along with this travesty of 4 3 s Y ent e to the their SISSER b e
21 July. workers and a cop, But the po Thlﬁu[_v.h). thit big: procuction? B Et a5 they were hist in order o five a fife of ease as ,:‘\\.\\..HP\ J'um:u.m:.‘-;: “\;‘\JAH mpummj by whatthey m-;;:fmm%m e
S fice didrit. ay charges, not b~y bt of Ane A4 partly prtunately Tim has a capitlist . Robespieme was in power, They s 8 o rvard i b
WTEESTRT=TTET | couse thc chirge wis b oo LU Of Anderson, who con.  friends and. supporters, Fiuther o the lefi were the  Robesplerie BAS U BCC o tions (erre ad pre- major 6P B, o social
to Soci m for the other charges were “Ic“‘.“ U'I campaign against pol-  they've sel up the Camp Jicobins, whose best known re- ‘\-‘"I“‘\‘”'_I‘:‘W'““‘“" S =P Gestruction -mgmijlu:v.{“' require a Fevolt-
Clalist equally absurd — but probably  fuiny -IINI‘L.' They also fear the  Exposing the ne-up of T PL"*“-'“-"'“' Rojicspiere. =i 28 MY he  “terrible " class, 5o naw ismh W E G aton.
Acuon because Paul Alister insisted he mcmL nce the Girciner gover. A). You can Qs roniesbedeseribed P2 il 1 Marx s attacks on  fionary L _ John Passant
could prove he was in Adelaide bnmb::“ghl look into the Hilton e of PO Box JI\ (independent producers on hammer blows A; :\4_f St i in
EAraas at the time of the bombing. e ‘B]- and they know w!u ev- 8737, Sydney South 2000. their way 10 becoming capital- — put it which nd France « AC"ON _ PAGE 13
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A ot and I'm
d of it With dﬂ:hr
s such as this New
fm‘k's ﬂrrenwlch village
jed, twenly years ago
this June, into three nights
§ of rioting. Gay Liberation

was born.
1'1u‘ riats In]l::\md a palice raid
on 4 gay har—ihe Stonewall

4 fan—which wis freguented by
[ | bisns and gay men. in-
| poarer les

il Dibding many blacks and drae

queens.
Ax the cops closed the bar and

made their arrests. a crowd [

gathered. They Jjeered as the
paldy wagon arrived. and hurled
stones und hoiiles a1 the police,

Thr erowd then sci the Inn
alight and took over thc strects
puilding barricades and shouting
i\ug ans of gay power and 2ay

In the wake of the rots. Gay

Liberation Fronts grew up around

| the world, They were not the first
anisalions 1o fight the oppres-

b sion of leshians and gay men.
1 There had been a long history of
| gay law reform groups. one of the

st and best known being the B
Scientific Humamitarian Com:
mittce set up hy Magnus
Hirsehfeld in Germany in 1897

The 1950k had scen a number of
“homophile” aroups. like the
Daughters of Bilitis and the Mat.
rachine Society fonned inthe US.
Modcrale © nisations like
these. which resincied themsel-
ves 1o helping” guys and seeking
sympathetic friends in high
places. were joined in the early
19605 by more militant groups
like SIR (Society for Individual
Righisy.

HE SOCIALIST movement |
100 has a history of supporting

gay rights. Around the tum of “|L A lalljl in New York marks the anniversary nf Stonewall

cenfury, the German Social
Democratic Party defended Oscar
Wilde and supporied gay law
relurm.

The Russian revolution
abolished legal penalties for
homoesexuality. as part of o

generl assault on sexual oppres-
sion. Abortion was legalised
divoree laws loosened. and a-
lempis made o socialise
housework through commumnal
kitchens. laundries and nurseries,
8o what was sospecial about
the new movement* 1is siyle. for
astan
Groups like SIR had taken
direet wtion—for example pick
g the US Stne Depariment
aver discriminatory employment
proctices.  But SIR's pickerers
sl emphasized respeciabiliny,
& wearng neal clothes 1o
phasize that they could gela

\nhn barricaded themselves in the

with the Sute Depanme
weren’t for discriminat

a5 provocative as possible. for ex
ample disrupting lectures by
gay psychiairists with noisy
chants and

movement's eritique of socicly
Gay Lib saw itself as part of the
wider radical movement of the
ume. The struggles of blacks and
women were o big
while the GLF name was taken
Trom the National Liberation
Fronts in Algeria and Viemnam

suciedy, 10 was deeply rooted in the  paralle
. 1y parallel with e
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Stonewall: a
vision of
liberation

sexuality was a
10 the sysiema
sion of ihe ¢

particular, it el
gender roles uHumlhl 10 Wl
and men
tion the

challenge
lic sexual repres
In

By contrast.

¥ liberation

-throwing
More amponant was the new

lestyle for everyone
Gay Lib very quickly split up

influence. ol men in the movement. moved
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Fighting for the r|ght to choose
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under capitalism, no reforn
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After Beijing
socialism dead?

is dead. That

g:'lha: Ifrﬂclusiun of thei

Western press from las!

month's barbaric massacre
in Tienanmen Square.

From Time magazine, which

vemmenl deporied Chilzan activist
Sergio Buschmann and did a deal
1o send Vielnamese refuge:
to Vietnam. Human rights matier
Jot to Bab, unti he has to grant
them

Business Aeview Weekiy ex-
pressed the rue capialist view of
human nights even mare succing
Iy, The re-establishment of author-
itanan rule in China, 1l fely £on-
1ained “some joy" for busine
it guaranieed a “more stable” |
male for investment.
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Bitter satire from a Yugoslav youth paper

AR FROM being deterred by
the Chinese events, the left
should draw several important

Commun|st
power on the

\ nol on the working class

The revolution 1949 was a
military lake-over with ne working

ple poliically |

WHILE the Australian left

must

China,
mirror
ago.

re-assess its view of
the danger is that it will
its mistake of 21 years

the need f

HE BEIJING m cre holds
one |ast lesson for us. Thal
a mass party of the

revolutionary left
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BRISBANE radio station 4272
‘has finally its reloca-
tion from the Queensland Uni-

jion executi

But the Young Nals’ executive
s now trying to present the sta-
tion with  bill of more than
200,000 for damage they claim
was inflicted on “their” property
during the station’s going away

pary

The police are helping the ex-
cculive in their persccution of
477Z. by attempting o bring
willful damages charges against
prominent members of the sta-
tion, 4274 workers have bee
subjected to police “interview
of up to four hours.

The truth of the matter is that
any “damage” was the result of
removing  ‘fenant’s  fixtures™
which the original  station
workers pul into the interior that

SociausT ¥ Action
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they erected at their own ex-

nse over a decade ago. /

If anyone should get @ bill it's
the union cxeculive, for the
wransformation of a basement
with no interior walls into a
four-studio radio station

BRITAIN

w
Why Maggie’s
in strife

IT'S BEEN great to see the
surge of trade union action
against Maggie Thatcher.

Strike action by hundreds of
thousands of transport workers,
local government employees
and dockers has divided the go-
vernment and the bosses.

Even the rightwing Daily Tel
egruph suggested that “the poor
strategic position of manage-
ment and government necessi-
lales compromise.”

The “Iron Lady” who seemed
un_,sl_lakwhlv suddenly faced a
crisis. But the Tories' troubles
have not really sprung from no-
where, There has been a grow-
ing anti-Tory mood for some
time. Thatcher's attempt to un-
dermine the National Health
Service aroused the anger noi
only of workers, but also of large
sections of the middle class.

Public unease has also in-
creased over transport issucs and
the environment. And this year
the government has faced major
economic problems.

The country has a huge bal-
ance of payments deficit. Treas-
urer Nigel Lawson has reacted

by pushing up interest rates. And

that's no more popul; )
than in Auur.ﬁF:'p ar in Britain

This is why the recent wave of
strikes  enjoyed  considerable
public support. In fact, you
AGE 2 — SOCIALIST ACTION

might wonder what hope Mag-

ie has of surviving her current
difficulties. But she has influen
ial friends. They are to be found
in the bureaucracy of the Trade
Union Congress and the leader
ship of the Labour Party

The “'s Norman Willis
has made no effort [0 pull the
various strikes together into a
united offensive agamnst the go-
vemment. And Labour's Neil
Kinnock  confines himself o

pious phrases.

Residents
bite back

HOUSING seems to be th
place where Victorian Labor
Premier Cain puts his most hy-
pocritical Ministers.

First we had Ron, “Bunna”
Walsh, cx-wharfie and latter day
BLF-hasher, Now we have Bi
ry Pullen, Socialist Left Minister
from trendy Fitzroy. And Bamry
has developed a taste for ¢
ing poor people

In the last two years the Min-
istry of Housing and Construc
tion have reduced their rent
rears bill from 514 million to
under $10 million. They've done
this by demanding tenants pay
large lump sums off their ar
rears. If you don't, they threaten
to put you out on the street

In May, a public tenant in the
western suburb of Maidstone
found the Ministry demanded
she cough up $1400. She
couldn’t manage 1t, but offered
to have her rent deducted from
her pension cheques in future
Not good enough said Fullen’s
mob, and an cviction was only
avoided when her fniends and
supporters raised the cash

TENANTS

7

Tenants blockade a government
office

Pullen then threatened 1o cut
off funding 1 the local public
temants' union because they'd
supported her.

Now the Ministry wants to
evicl a tenant in Ascot Vale.
Uhey're demanding $1200. In
response, her fellow tenants have

blockaded the Ministry's office
on the estate, =

MILITAHISL_ w
What the
army’s for

RECENT revel

Austral

fought Indone:

an Borneo, during the

with Malaysia

ve added another

chapter to a long and sordid
history.

an troops have fought
local ple in the Sudan
(1885), the Maori Wars, the
Boxer Rebellion in China, the

Boer War h world wars, Ko-
rea, the Malaysian Emergency,
and Vi 1 i

The Australian navy also fired

foreign minister, prom
ised that Australian  troops
would help suppress any anti-
USA rebellion in the Philippines
One has a reputation [0

mamntain

Those fond
farewells

WHEN WORKERS get the
sack it can be a brutal affair.
But when it comes to letting
executives go, our captains of
industry show a warm and car-

BOSSES

ing side.

S0 much so they devoted &
whole session of a recent “hu
man resources’  seminar (0

learning abc the do's and

don'ts of “termination policies
Human resources managers

were told the late 1980s was &

time when quite a few cxecu
tives had to be eased out, but in
doing so it was impertant 1©

avoid emotive words and “hot
buttons” and to make it look as
good as possible

So don't terminate on the i
ditional Friday afternoon, which
gives the sack-ee me [0 hrood
Do it early in the week and early
in the day
“Plan carefully and deliver the
message directly but with kind
ness and respeet for the indiv id
ual, to maintain dignity.”

Are our rulers showing some
humanity after all? Not really.
“The smart boss knows that do-
ing it the right way lessens the
risk of costly legal action, [rom
terminated executives keen 10
recoup their losses.”

coVv

HEN 30,000 strikers

{ake to Sydney Streets
and the unions bring Mel-
hourne (o 2 halt, you can tell
{hat more and more workers
are in a fighting modd.

So they should be. Sydney's
wpay of Quirage” Wis @
|BL::<‘L— -n:r;n'!l; cuts in the NSW
public_sector. In the last year
11000 jobs have gone

And bath State govemnments
are attacking workers: compen
sation. The Melbourne toppag
followed numerous union rallies
apainst brutal cuts [0 Workcare

But while umion members are
willing to act, the cy're
getting from their offic
than inspinng

For mple
Public  Servicc
members joined the 5
1est, But with more o
the numbers could
igher. The officials
PSA members
many of the
about this when tf
the Sydney Mo

Elcom power W

Workers in the sireets: More than token action is required

strike, but

more hardship than all the com-
pa cuts put together.

But it would be wrong to think
he's just play acting. Having
raised the issue and educated
shop stewards and job delegates OWADAYS a lot of people
on what the proposed changes recognise these problems.
will mean, he is under pressure  The hard question is: what can
10 accomplish something. A fail-  we do about ?

_ ure would harm his prestige and First of all we need to start
Ll ; First there w = . dl‘]‘-“:-:““ his political hopes. organising solidanty wherru;\'ur a
while the power v are  eeting where after lengthy re- e i : sroup of workers is fighting.
working-in and have stag ports, speakers from the floor So the Workcare laml‘ﬂ“%’: brhi«lzanbcm‘ﬂt without relying
S4-hour strikes, the NSW La-  ere pagged within 20 minutes. may continue unal e 3;.5_ on Trades and Labour Couneils,
bour Council has done little to This was followed by 2 enough concessions 10 save BIS o L3 poon for Cockaton Is-
build solidarity number of stop-work meetings e ™ fand has shown
b which kept the e But Austraiars heEe face ™ Solidarty should not st
in the public cye, but left the problems far too sEROUS [OTUS R, ey paising money, it should
visibly  accep being pawns in the EaMES Gy g indugirial action. Where
of union bureaucrals and the union officials are afraid 0
3 st By politicians . organise it it i essential that
Building workers are p"‘hf‘rt‘-‘. Some people at Sydney’s o ers creale thelr own inde-
the most concemed aboul € wp.y of Quirage clearly recog- pendent organisation on the job.
issue. Given the dangerous N\‘l nised this. Labor Party Bob Carr e sndly we need @ push
tre of their industry most OF oo heckled when he said an o e unions (o get out o
them can expectio spend atleast ) b onyemment would fix Up Ty rACTU “Accord” and
some lime on compo during oo, The demonsiratorns T e fixing system it’s given
their working lives. But the o mbered it was the Uns““’_"‘ rise 1o, The more we trade o
BWIU leaders made sure Eh“é government that first took 3 irions for wages, 10, IS
only fragmented action 0ceurTed S (g compo “’"““'“nd dock.  WaEe “discounts” We ,W:J'ADZ‘&
sund the issue. The Cockatoo Islal Ck- re restructuring 15 shov
around the i Ihcl ook thre 0 the more (e megwea'ker 5

Unable to extract any credible  yard strikers WerE o b g0~ down ou "

z {he govem- femind everyone that Labor 8-y come. ;
25 forced 1o vernments attack the WOMKIIE “p; yper words, we need a very
= Si class with as much gusto 35 e ifferent approach ‘: '"‘m:‘;::

cal 1 than Wi

ibs. and poum.al ISSUES
uney . h the battles oft  |abour leaders.
3 B  here 10 SITIKE And although from muost 18 3
didn'. direct mdf"“t:lf_ Th:m n  the State level ulc1m]‘mﬂa'\l‘:: We need (0 organise whf:;
buponly® oh e cling was shouldn’t forget that ":: """"-a:‘ we're strong — on e {d’ o
es fo - ustrakb: |y on industna a W
3 - workers had oné my o peed 1o rely i 5
high, but in others u.ur:-:‘( D ke is the aliance DS o arpitration We have (0 re6-
little enthusiasm for wha * Hawke and Kealing. the ACTU [0 ice that capitalism 15 87
saw as & token gesture .;:d the top Austrabian bosses. rational system where cw"}“’mm
o)

3 <an COOpETIE: but an ecol
ey are determined 1 slow  can COOPERTL o ats dog
) i sunk our

Halfpenny doesn't want [0
lose control again, 5o he resorts
0ld Duke of York

ategy. For several weeks he
joined the "Day of Ouirage” in M hed different  groups. of
protest. against of the demonstrating unionists up and
Tallawarra power and down
the colliery servicin

vll‘rﬂ“i’\'i Trades Hall
Council, led by John Half-
penny, has decided that some
sort of opposition has to be put
up to Workcare cuts And Half-
penny has felt the need to call
some union action to strengthen
his hand in negotiations with
Premier Cain

But he's being very caulious
about it. He slipped up last year,
when Trades Hall called a dele
gates' meeting  about B
only 1o find the workers de
manding a scrious campagn.

government
underwhelmed.

concessions from
ment, Halfpenny
call a statewide slOppage: Sup
port was en. Several unions

some workplac

Tm.\' HAD a point. Hall-

: h  jungle where
nny is playing 3 ByOCHt 5 the economm lhr?‘ﬂz‘:‘:‘g’%u Uy its time we
ical game. Within the ALP itis {ooreqt rates, and thatis 2“‘ \Fan  tecth into he DOSSES, o and
common  knowledge that be  oqn more unemployment (i) " fum O'Lincol
" ot of time in secret Greiner will credt® wilh b Darothy Morsar
hope of eab o gings. It 1S going 10 AL GE3
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Remember
Stonewall!

CELEBRATE the 20th anni-
g‘“ﬂm riot and
the birth of gay liberation, So-
clalist Action branch
held a public meeting on the
topic: “From g_.yuppluslcn 10

liberation.
”musnpnphpuedamﬁ
gt the YWCA.

Graham Willett fold the story
of the events, when
bar patrons fought jpolice in an

, then dis-

gle for democracy in Cl
Members are active in the China

represented al the demonstra-
tions, as well as inviting a Chi-
nese student to speak to our
branch.

After the Beijing massacre, we
held a meeting at the ANU cam-
pus where 30 students heard
Rick Kuhn denounce the crack-
down and argue that a new revo-
lution was needed lo creale ge-
nuine socialism in China.

Sydney

BUSKERS aren't the onl e
m think the §2 coin i':m

Sydney  Socialist  Action
members have been taking a
bucket to Newiown shopping
centre on Saturdays and collect-
ing money for the workers oc-

ing 100 Dockyard.

:nllnlI:u-
runway Iis set for

THE FITZGERALD Report
was released with great fan-
fare. At 2 o'clock, Premier
Mike Ahern promised to im-
plement its recommenda-
tions “lock, stock and bar-
rel”. By the 6 o'clock news,
he was saying it had all been
implemented already!
The repont recommends
setting up mew Electoral and
Administrative  Review  and
Criminal Justice Commissions
Groupings like the Licensing
Branch, the Drug Squad and
Special Branch, it suggests,
should be scrapped. Supposedly
this sont of reorganisation will
eliminate most of the abuses in
Queensland.
That is a fantasy. To take just
one example, Victoria abolished
its Special Branch cops years
ago. Bul political files are still
kept. And there's always ASIO.
And Fitzgerald stops short of
recommending some imporant
changes. No proposal to decri-
minalise vicimless crimes. No
call for “one vote, one value” in
:th:‘cIacmral system.
Community policing should
become “Ihe primary policing
strategy.” says Fitzgerald. But
having more Aboriginal, women

Dezﬂlines

DEADLINES for the
nexl issue

and migrant cops will

I just be
tokenism. And us doing half the
cops’ job for them, is only going
1o make the police more effec-

politics. Bul Joh and R

S el e
y In another sense the report’s
conclusions are quite useful

Capitalism breeds

corruption

Fitzgerald makes clear that cor
st a matter of a

o

pread throughout the pas
tary, legal and police systems,
including the Police Union and
the Police Complaints Tribunal

Of course, the southern media
would have us think this is a
peculiarity of Queensland. And
it is true that the long years of
National Party rule have al-
lowed the growth of what Fitz-
gerald calls a “police culture”
(yes, apparently they've got
some!).

This in tumn reflects the dom.
inance of mining capital, the
stronger agriculture and weaker
manufacturing, all of which
have led lo a dispersed and
weaker labour movement along-
side a weaker urban capitalist
class.

But have we forgotten the
scandals of the Unsworth and
more recently the Cain govem
ments? What about the Roth-
wells affair in WA?

Capitalism breeds corruption
because it is an inherently unfair
system. Those who have power
use il to ennch themsclves
Those without power are temp-
ted to use illegal means to get
ahead, knowing that otherwise
the dice will be loaded against
them i

Capitalism also breeds repres-
sion. The ABC show “Police
State” gave the impression that
Bjelke-Petersen had a master
plan for suppressing civil liber-
tics, and that all of us who op-
posed him unwittingly helped
him by resisting,

But there was an economic
motive for the original ban on
street marches in October 1977
anti-uranium  marches Were
growing, and had the support of
many trade unionists, It was af
ter several militant pickets at the
wharves that Bjelke banned
marches. After all, what is 2
National Party government for if
not to defend mining interests?

Would Labor be much better?
Not to judge by ALP leadef
Wayne Goss, When Joh suppor
ter Lyn Powell was dumped as
Speaker of the House by the
Ahemn government, Goss rallied
to his defence on a totally oppor
funistic basis.

Goss has no more principles
than the Nats, and in the end
Labor simply represents the
“soft cops" option as compat
to Ahern's “hard cops™.

Carole Fernef

o

~ BOUGAINVILLE

AN island battles injustice

HERE ARE

New Guinea.

In February, hundreds of sold
iers smashed the windows of the
parliament building in protest
over low Wages Riots swept the
Highlands in July, after the as
wssination of the locally bom
Minister of € ommunications.

But the most important unrest
< on the island of Bougainville
1t erupled when Francis Ona's
Landowners Association de
manded $15 billion from Con-
zinc Riotinto of -\uuu:m_.n
(CRA), operator of the islar
£NOFMOUS COPpEr MINe, In corm-
pensation for the loss of their
land to the mine owners.

Last December Ona formed
{he Bougainville Revolutionary
Army. and blew up electricity
pylons and mine buildings with
the company's own explosives
Since then, several hur dred mil
itants have continued 10 attack
CRA property and personnel
forcing the closure of the mine

The government sent in 2000
security Lroops, announced a
State of Emergency, and forcibly
evacuated villages around the
mine. These actions led to de-
mands for the secession of Bou-
ainville from Papua New Gui
nea.

ECESSION is not a new de-

mand in Bougainville. Its
roots go back to 1884, when an
imperial conference ited the
island with the mainland of
PNG.

This decision was entirely ar-
bitrary. Bougainville’s economic
and cultural ties were with the
nearby Solomon Islands, rather
\han distant PNG. (Port Mo-
reshy lies 1500 kilometres (o the
west.)

Australia got control of the
island during World War [ Anti
colonial movements were aclive
from the beginning of Australian
rule, and from the 1950s they

increasingly began o demand

secession
The first secessionisl move

ment was the Hahalis Welfare
Society. By 1962 it was able to
lead a boycott of the head tax, in
support of demands for building

& crucial road link. A battle be

tween Hahalis and police led (o
but all were
ed and the

over 600 arresis.
triumphantly acquit
road was built

In the same year, a group ol
Bougainvilleans asked a visiting
UN mission to transfer their is-
land 10 US control, because Aus-

tralians treated them like dogs

mples highlight the

i it B

Cops unload guns 1o fight Bougainville rebels in the 18708

al that time: the economic neg-
lect of the island and Australian
racism. The development of the
CRA copper mine after 1964
created additional sources of
discontent, including environ-
mental destruction and the mea-
gre royalties and compensanon
paid to the islanders

R STANCE to the mine
reached a high point in
1969, when the Rorovana tribe
declared: “We won't sell, and
we will fight to defend our
Tand.”

District Commissioner Ash-
1on, who later admitied he had
offered a “mere pittance” for
Rorovana land, led a group of
police amm ith tear
hatons to forcibly requisition it

His 1ape recorded commen-
tary on the first attack muns:

= i ,
Bougainville strikers, 1975

Thaviour as “disgraceful and dis-
honourable”. The security forces
have burnt down villages, ai
severely beaten the Bougainville
Premier and Minister of Agri-
culture. Local mine workers
held a sit in protest after being
‘harrassed by the troops.

The security forces are un-
likely to defeat the insurgents
quickly. The thick jungle is ideal
for guerilla tactics.

But the weakness of the guer-
illa strategy is its failure t0 mob-
ilise Bougainville’s 3000 mine
workers. In fact, some recent
actions — such as the attacks on
“redskin” workers from the
mainland — could divide work-
ers and alienate them from the
struggle

It's a pity. a5 Bougainville
mine workers have shown tre-
mendous militancy, for example
in their big 1975 sirike.

Nevertheless, the Buugaur_v;tlllc]c

bels deserve our support. Y
aparthe racticed by CRA. ‘Tm:m “We are fighting 0 5ave
ywith whites filing the felle i our land from foreign exploita-
and benefiting from adunl WAgE oo We endorse thal, Just as
structure T3 we endorse land rights struggles

And while Bougainville 1% houghout the region, includ-
wadays has wice the national here at home.
average revenue for £0 vernment Sy Hawke govemment pre

= economic neglect con- lined up with the
of poor hows- g government and provided
(hem with four [roquots ‘Thelicop-
ters. Foreign Minister Gareth
Evans makes jpiUs NOISCS _a})oul
them not being used for military
purpases. But even if the P.NG
Sheres to this, the chopper al-
Jow them Lo free othef resoUICEs

foreepressng Ve el v

‘Seven minuies o nine. There &
the first gas bomb going off. A
eautiful shot Right in the middle
of this group "

PNG gained independence in
1975, The removal of direct
Australian control did not bring
an end to the secession struggle
in Bougainville. One reason is
that the Port Moresby govem-
ment, dominated by PNG main-
Jand interests. had granted CRA
extremely favourable conditions
for operating the mine

Bougainvilleans found they
had 10 wage their own fight for
better benefits. As one of the
MPs told the House Assemhbly
in Port Morcsby: “You expect us
10 join with you and suppert you,
but where was your support
when we needed i7" ’

The struggle on Bougainville
today has smilar causes. Racism
«till exists: Francis Ona speaks
y of the “economic

scathin;

=

SEMVICES, =
tinues i the form
ing and roads

NVIR(]N'\H‘ZNTA‘L des-
Elructiou also WoImies Oma.
(Company ©! ficials admit that an

\ible and highly carci:
chemical is being stored

is just another P
{0 be removed. gove regimﬂl““’ enemy, and
The security 'xr‘e.ju;;:l: ‘I.hf enemy of the oppressed A4
- inflamed the SiuBIKIL h jon.
furher_inflamed. 18 e ions of e SRR, vechoewen

ven Prime
Etltnnnlm hs deseribed their e~ -
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A man of great
import

AEMEMBER Bob John-
son, the boss of the Re-
serve Bank, who called
on every man, woman
and child in Australia to
spend $300 less on im-
ports. He made thal call
on March 29.

On March 30 Mr J and
his depuly each scored 8
BMW 5255, costing
571,500 apiece. Imporied,
of course

Thatcher's
England

A WOMAN wilh Down's
Syndrome received 3000
pounds compensation al-
fer being raped in a coun-
il bus in England recent-
ly. So the Department of
Sneial Security imme-
dialely cul her disability
benefis.

But Thalcherism has a
softer side loo. Nicara-
guan refugee Juslo Som-
marriba was refused pol-
flical asylum, only 1o be
granted it lour days later
Nothing had changed in
Ihe meanime, excepl that
he'd won a $5.3 miflion
lohery.

free.

actually atlempled it

¥

Fighting back,

east & west

FOR MANY years, coal miners
have been a mighty force in the
elass struggle. This month we've
seen them in action once agauin,
al ;‘W opposite ends of the

In mid-July miners in thy
coal-producing Kuznetzk i!‘::.?rt
(Kuzhass) went on strike over
pay, living conditions (they live
i vile shacks and have 1o
breathe heavily polluted  air)
aboliion of the pvilepes en-
Joyed by Soviet bureaucrats and

political reform,

strike later spread 1o the
(Donbass) in the

Donets Basin

Would you believe .

i
_ Thal the oil companies are slick operalors?
4 _T_hmm he Ayalollah led Iran to Iraq and uin®

That a bodk about

over-senviing 1 called “Goodbye Mr Serpts™?

Stitched up

NABILAH Abu Gush, an
18-year-old Palestinian
on the lsragli-oocupied
West Bank, has been sent
1o jail for two manths. for
kniting a sweater in the
colours of the Palestinian
flag.

Christian charity

PASTOR Brian Revell has
kicked a children's play-
group oul of his church
hall in the north of Eng-
land, claiming that he re-
celved direct orders from
G

“God didn'l give me a
reason when he spoke,
says Paslor Revell
obeyed and didn't ask
why.”

Land of hope and glory
AMERICAN leenagers really enjoy life in the land of the
Forty-two percent of giris and 25 percent of boys say

they have seriously thought of suicide. Ex
hieen per-
cenl of girls and 11 percent of boys s.ayg they npaeue

Ukraine and other areas, and the

maovement cmbrace
cal  populations.

the meetings.

Because there is a
shortage the miners were in a

strong position, and

them back to work.
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showed young women joining in

ties desperately offered the min
ers enough concessions to gei

Dr Geoffrey Edelsten and

Bondy and
discipline

GCAN'T say we were
shocked when Alan Bond
was found 1o be “not a fit
and proper person” [0
hold a TV licence.

In 1984 Bond was con-
victed of falling to natify
the shareholders of
Northern Mining Com-
jpany ihal he had bought
19.8% of the company s
shares. His claim that he
didn'l know he had the
shares was laughed out
of court And the NSW
Court of Appeals recently
refused to find against the
ABC when Bond sued
over claims thal he had
had unlawiul dealings
with disgraced Korean
dictator Chun Doo Hwan

In the 1984 case Judge
Forrest reduced Bond's
$1000 fine 1o a six month
good behaviour bond af-
ter hearing that a convic-
tion might disqualify him
from buying bonds on the
US market. With Bond
now $6 billion in debt and
the builders of his univer-
sity stopping work be-
cause they haven'l been
paid, maybe Judge For-
rest is the cause of Aus-
fralia’s balance of pay-
ments problems?

Bar talk

EMINENT Gueen’s Council Rod Meagher a
a Bar Association dinner recently. His thoug!
reported in the legal newsletter Justiniar »

Nowadays our corridors are throng,
ried mothers and abused children
sioned, or were halched in battles, or have be

or cloned,” he complained.

bearded lesbians, and invaded by the victirr
He longed for the old day:
ere peopled by dusty conveyancers, staid

crimination
COridors v
trustees ar

leek bankers,

d whole lo-

1w forcing Gorbac
TV news

ward local

labour

the authori

One impor

of perestroika,

coal

Sunday shifts

peopl

'We are infil

when

tant pain from the strike was

1o bring for

elections. He had
onginally postponed them after
the thrashing some Communist
Party heavies got in the national
elections not long ago

The miners are only the tip of
the iceberg of dissatisfaction
now gripping the USSR. This
was clear from a televised spe
cial session of the Soviet parlia
ment, where deputies spoke of
the “despair” that is widespread
in the population after four years

“‘_Mcur\wmlv in the heart of the
ree world” over 45000 US

e been on strike

s
|€i]l months. The Pitston Coal
TOUp wants to reduce its com
mitment to health care and pen
sions schemes,

and 10 introduce

nal Yog:

O us more of

THERE are more pojic,
selling drugs thar ye.
can poke a stick at"

Fre Nt Potcn

T “hinese must handia
their own problems
Pravda’s editor, after gt
reporting events in Bajing
WE WILL get the unions
out of lhe
workers may
but we may also chooss
warkers."

e of Safidanty

“THEY'LL think I'm lacky
hey Il know | only spent
000 on the marble,"

it fth Avenue

In the Pooh
EDMUND Rouse, the
Tasmanian dia mag-

e of Robin
who_has
with attempted

a Labor MP,
d that he was
‘ogi Bear school

nale and mi
Gr

rier than the average
aar, you see.

Our memories might be
al

jked national pa
and never lel the ras
catch him with his

0 i's sidek
jck. His name was Boo
cal

Beyond
mpany’s
For four

these issues is 1he
union busting stra

ears, Piltston has

heen transferring resources (o
non-union subsidiary

West Virginia governor Ge
rald Baliles has billeted hundreds
of cops in motels near some ol
the mines, in a policing opera
tion costing the taxpayers a mil
lion dollars a month. The union
points out that Pittson contribut
ed several millions to Baliles're
election fund.
he miners are ready for 4
fight, They have no patience
with wishy washy speeches.
When one of their officials tricd
to quict them down at a recent
rally, saying “We've gol a pro-
gram here,” a heckler shol
back: “Program my Aass. I's
e to stop the goddamn
scabs!”

Many currents claim to be socialist. O

Socialism

REAT EVENTS always put your
politics to the test. So it was W ith
the Beijing massacre

Like the crushing of the 1956 Hungar
uprising, the 1968 invasion of Czechoslova-
kia, and the 1981 military coup Poland,
Beijing raised fundamental guestions about
socialism and those other histonc
aspirations: democracy and freedom.

Tragically, there were those on the Aus
tralian left who greeted the crackdown,

an

repeating idiotic claims that demonstrating

students and workers were “counter

revolutionarics”
into utter confusion, including the pro

China news paper Vanguard which has said
lack of

next lo nothing, pleading a
information

Another paper, Dire

demned the massacre. But
grips with the issues ruised by the Be
events, it shows a similar confusion
editors write:

‘Is this socialism? Is this what we're fight-
crnments rule with

ing for? Do socialist
troaps, fanks and bullets
A simple question, yet Direct Action ¢

give a simple answer. Instead we get eva-
sions. First we are told that “over the course

—— TR

human

Others have been thrown

Jion, supported
the Chinese demogcracy movement and con-
in coming [0
1ing
The

ur feature looks at the vexed issue of:

and freedom

‘The Russian regume now n:kngwmiges
that after 70 years, It 15 only “learning
democracy”. The Hunganan gm_cmm:‘m
accepts that the previous Kadar regime Ea\
built on repression. [n Rumania, Nnn_l‘rj\“ 0=
rea and Albania a bizamre sort of au "El'
arfanism prevails: Rumanian ruler ranl(;,;—‘
cu reportedly bugged every telephone in the
country!

Bulgaria is fe

of this century, socialism has demonstrated
repeatedly that it 15 the supenior economic
system in the world today.

are offered compansons
d India, Cuba and the rest
‘musses sink ever

As proof we
between China an I
of Latin America whose M
per into hopeless pav erty”. These com
an clement of truth, of
\hat the Soviet Union
development undet

parisons _contain
course. You could add

ts Turkish minor-
TOnsiNg
s achieved industna

iy, Cuba is isolating AIDS viclims in specta

s enanY “zechslovakia
its stalinist leaders. camps, East Germany and (-KLN.U\‘ .
But how does China stack up against o inely  use  the police  agal
S ull]l: |-;“:n: a, T Jiwan, Slngapuru" H;:‘wh-!;:;s demonstrators
> sk apan, which has ¥
stack up against Japan. > Need we go o ) £
i become 2 industrial socie |1 s Direct Action TeCOENISES there is a prob:

also become @
century? And W
beg for food shipments

| 14 i as been @
i Pimndl-hﬂar:u:rn fem, but seems 0 think it has
from the untl .
necessary evil s have, made virtue of

2 “privileged
ymmunity? Lo wash. i) i ¢ had o take @
L‘ﬂn: eonomic argument wonl W eh necessity. Since democricy rale peri-
/ yirect Action €alls “socialism’ 15 by cear through e most desperti el
What Direct ACHBE 0 eeful cconomi- e cialist construetion, the prvt B!
neither more nor less § sm. Each has ups ods of s“‘l sy that must always be ils
cally than westem L‘:P criences booms and b;mfﬂuf:: \he socialist project My
anf ST I \h t|I|€;u is litle © choose ;:?msik‘l ik e
= s 5 BT
husts. On balance cophas | et o publishe

Bl hing like this, they, strike another blow at
thing 5.

o The fact - e call 1 movement:
© WE must return (o POUGSS B0y e future of the social iary workers
is that i the eastern Ploc e s uite WICTS e the easten bloa 168
nomic achieve v Jook at po
i Iways been & _ PAGET

{0 be demogratic have & soClA“sT ACTION
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his ruling group there was 4 high degree of

— and an the evasions of jfn celechers regimentation. Plato’s Republic rly as-

m-e—mdmhmnciludc o R sumed an elite ruling grou of Guardians
GeywamoBie ST e On the ofher hard Catatine and the
i m"'ﬂﬁﬁ, rogressive struggle Gracchi were associated with democratic
?ul:cl\l;g after |hewev';nu at Tienanmen revolts against injustice, but had no notion
¢ by- 1 “ao back o ©f collectivising the cconomy.
Ch'lﬁ'larﬂ:b?\‘uﬁg:l::lﬁggup 51 building Sa in reality Kautsky's account of early
wn;;e;-s who were demonstrating against socialism” has two contradictory elements

i burcaucratic, elitist control from the top
mﬁc;:rmgﬂmc:;w;%;::mﬁmcm ever  down, with a tinge of economic collectivism
hope to fmin mass influence if it cant put  — and democratic revolt from below with
fouward o vision that isn't infected with P socialist tendeney of any kind
totalitarian associations” Modem socialism was associated in its

S0 et us 1ry re-thinking just what social carly phase with the “utopians” like Robert
1sm should be. OF course the word has been Owen, Charles Fourier, Etinne Cabet. Thesc
used to mean many things, but a look at writers developed blueprifits for what they
history will allow us 10 identify a couple of 53w as an ideal community. All of them had
main wends. authoritarian or elitist strategies for achiev

KFORE THE first World War, Karl rgued that social change “must

Kautsky was the leading theoretician of and will be accomplished by the rich and
the socialist movement. Kautsky referred o powerful .. it is a waste of time, talent and
sihe Jong line of Socialists, from Lycurgus  pecuniary means for the poor 1o contend in
and Pythagoras to Plata, the Gracchi, Cat-  opposition © the rich.” The aim of social
aline, Christ ..." ism, he said, was “to govem or treat all
A curious list Lycurgus was a leader in
ancient Sparta, Notions of Spartan “com-  govern and treat their patients in the best
munism”” derive from the way of life of the  arranged lunatic hospitals.” bc
ruling class, which was organised as a dis- ity
ciplined garrison and which terrorised the !

il sy HE SOCIALIST thinkers who broke  S13'¢

: 3 with this pattern were Karl Marx and could
i e elite order o lead  Frederick Engels. They called for a move-  M755¢5
S g a"ﬁ'mmﬁr-“‘mﬁ was finally  ment “whose notion was from the very ~LOP-down
erthrown by a popular upnsing, Within  peginning that the emancipation of the Kautsky
working class must be the act of the work- S0 it is not e
ing chass itself.” could find
CONF'M“ IN “In our time democracy and communism  authontan:
are one ... Only the proletarians are able 1o The persp
U BEING fratemize really, under the banner of commu-  Was kept alive

nist democracy

WM'NED 7@ That was not just a moral imperative, The  the

of the rise of

from their position in the process of produ
tion. This power would allow them to dem
ocratically manage society

While they could not forsee the extent 1o

which, in our times, an authoritarian
(.

m” could be constructed based on bu
reaucracies, Marx and F

against similar tendencies in their own time

are vul (o destroy personal liberty, who wish
to turn the world into one huge barracks

If you dont subscribe
+o +heir politics
Subscribe +o ours Il

a This perspective lost ground within the
uropean socialist movement afte
death. As the movement acquired members

egan Lo accomodate itself to
italist society il <4
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Joseph Stalin: totalitari
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Russia in revolution: a vision of liberation

society as the most advanced physicians While there was still talk of revolution z
00

to think in terms of winning a majo

Luxembur

R e e e e SOvIEE
possible in Marx and Engels’ time because  Workers’ counc
modern working class. set by Lenin in
Warkers, they arpued, had a power arising €very cook shall govern®

5, and the tone was initiglly

Under the impact of this upheaval a new
Communist Intemation;
to establishing
power in other countries.
50 Th
failed
did warn  civil war ¢

attempt to spread the

x counter-revolution exhausted the
We are not among those communisis whe ~ WOTKing class and shatte red industry. F
quite early on, signs of degeneration 3
peared in the Bolshevik regime

By the late 19205 the country Was If
Marx's hands of Stalin's new bureaucralic ruling
Ry C I:x\\. In its drive to industrialise the country
! parliament and a layer of union bureau the Stalinist leaders

taking
workers' living standards while wip
sections of the peasantry altogether

S[N('F, THE rise of Stalin, the genuist
Marxist approach has been
isolated.

On the one hand, the official Communis
movement could
ciated with powerful states
Khrushchev tald the truth about Stalin
1956, there was Mao and later Castr
back on as models

On the other hand, social
labour parties pointed to the
nature of these regimes anc
discredit the tradition of Marx

When you feel you can change the world
you feel less need to kid yourself that some
group of authoritarian bureaucraiy has al-
ready done the job elsewhere. While some
of the young rebels of those days oriented to
China or Russia, others rejected them as
models and sought a perspective that asso-
ciated socialism with demoeracy and
liberation

More recently that radicalisation has
faded. The resulting loss of confidence
among a majority of the left has made it
harder from them to break with stalinism
How often do we hear the plaintive refrain:
but if Russia and China aren't socialist,
what's left?

Given these circumstances, those people
sharing our perspective of “socialism from
below” have done well 1o survive organisa-
tionally and grow a bit

It has not been easy, but one factor has
helped: a factor that will become increasing-
ly important from now on

Because we know the truth about “actu:
ally existng socialism” we are not prey o
the terrible, demoralising shocks that afflict

* these on the left who were Tep ulsed  others on the left when these regimes betray

-“““"T their real nature

B e postwar years the progressive  WheE we sc Paland g0 begeing lo west
e of the stalinist rulers has taken a  em banks, when we soc OnC wiet national-

Mg ¥ e cxposure of Stalm was fol- ity after another battlir national oppres-

ﬁ:ﬂé’i"ﬁ {he Soviet invasion of Hu sion, when Hungary sells a brewery o Alan

Rond, we are not shattered. On the contrary,
it confirms our analysis that these soCieties
are nd of burcaucralic € apitalism, and
1 Pot not socialist at all

Mao's chummy relationst
like Chilc’s Pinochet and the Shal
began to discour
followers even before his dea
eapenence tock its toll, 2
haghey reforms are gradu
be seen in their true lig
gram that will only put more
rkers, while political liberalis

Rosa
Luxemburg:
nmostly  ept Manxist

Jressiure on

[

benefits an intellectual clite traditions
When Andrei Sakharov wartis that Gor alive

bachey's support in Russia 15 falling fast, he

i« only prefiguning the disillusio ment that

soon set in among western fef

Yet in the apparent absence of
native, it is likely that
socialist perspective will ke
futile search for a model ¢
ing sociakism

As o set of ideas, the allernative aoes
caist. Publications like Socic Action have
been arguing for them in this country and

y alter

. Chinese anmy Massacres
many others for a long tme And when the Chines: ‘f‘n'u n oocd-

We need a movement of militant workers and \“"l""h‘ﬁr‘ *-L not engage I
workers, organised in a democratic e volu sion to protest and Rght DAEEs 5
tionary organisation a mass party pathetic cvas 5 alysis

i 54 L & = - the night analys
which will lead the fight to place the work But it's no good & mum\:,“.imnwn for
ing class itself in power. That power needs unless you can ‘“Mx\ Tlll||\ brings us back 10
o be based on democratic workers' councils - soc ialism based on | ow is 3 oS

Q ed or om belo
[soviets™) of the kind established in Russia  Karl Mar Socialism 'LC.\ movement

in 1917 pect for a fighting Wor 1es for the Jeft will
To survive, a revolution of this sort cannot The current d“\l_“\lil l‘\“;\r‘- already begin-
be confined 1o a single couniry but must  not last forever, WOIKE 3

ng combativity It is

spread o embrace at least some of the main— ning 10 show 0ciEs 1 (he next phase O
industrial countrics. only a matier of time 11
radicalisation. then’! More
3 : ; o - 1o offer the
S A consequence of the student and What will we have © 800 coppures of

L.
Worker madiolisations of the late 1960s  myths about the D urther disasie™
and early 1970, organisations fighting for bloodthirsty yrants

! Sl e
this sart of perspeetive gained a foothold in  are in store 107 Australian SPe L And this
many places, including Australia. o Socialist Actios

This happened because as workers were — is why organisatior today, are s imper
mobilised in struggle they began to feel @ small though we 8% ‘P00 riginal vision
cenain confidence that they could cha tant, We are fightitg BE° ojution that s
saciety by their own actions, Alongside  of Karl Marx: a sociolist F00 e in the
e aitents o vadtemined, and op- e ack of the R ity
Pessed people — women, Aborigines, mi-  inferests of the immense Gy jncoln
Erants — began 1o mobilise

Sociaust ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for soclalism: the crealion of
a classless society in which the econo-
my will be demaocratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions aboul economic and social
life. Cauntries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class socielies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The expe-
fience of Labor in power has shown the
bankrupicy of atempts to tinker with the
existing capialist system. The caphalists
will not allow a peacetul parhamentary
road 1o socialism, Their stale is @ weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party.
The working class cannot make a revolu-
fion through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need 10
prganise oo Today we work 10 bulld a
stronger revolutionary mavement out of
Ihe struggles beind waged on the job and
around 50€al protest issU8s. Tomormow
we mus! create a mass workers' party 10
|ead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are intemationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the strugd-
socialism knows no natanal bar-
ocialist revolution cannol Suvive

olectionism which wrm
one country a_gamsl utﬂemﬂZ
worldwide socialism can b
\o war and thé threa of nuc iy
an end 1o the abuse of the environ

1.iberation from Qppression

for liperation and against the
of :’:e!s?:v: of women, blacks, m‘gcalnnli
aﬁd gays. Al of these forms of oqpresine
are used to divide the working ﬁalasbplﬂ e
fight against them is an essenm
o e A o
of
E::Iaﬁ:rr;l lﬁghulld\ﬂg socialism.

< inlist Action
Socialist i Acton. 115 10
worid: the point

e — oo

join us
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Restructuring: ex
new face

Industrial relations minister
Peter Morris calls it the “most
cxciing change”. Jim Maher
from the Shop and Distributive
union calls it the “best deal
ever”. And the mclal trades
bosses praise the ACTU's yi-
<jon and authority” in bringing it

aboul.

But when given the chance o
volc, thousands of rank and file
workers have given it the
thumbs down. Obviously they
can see through the thelonc.

Award restruciuring 15 sup-
posed to offer job satisfaction
and career structures, make a
breakthrongh ~ for ~ women
workers and make the economy

uctive.

Workplaces will have fewer
job classifications. Each job will
have more Lasks in it, so workers
will need to be multi-skilled
This is supposed to mean more
interesting jobs.

\RAINING and refraining
will be provided, and will
make possible a mew career
structure, with more choices
and chances to advance.
Ironworkers” secretary Steve
Harmison claims that “a person
who missed out on an apprent-
iceship or training can aspire (o
be a chemical analyst, a metal
lurgist, a technical tradesman ...

“First we chew them up,

Supposedly there won't be any
more “women only” jobs, ghet-
tos of low paid work. In an
office, everyone will use key-
boards, and keyhoard workers
can learn new tasks and “aim for
the top” like anyone elsc.

But why aré our employers
doing us all these favours?

They and the govemnment
have an economy near Crisis.
After years of belt tightening by
warkers, Australian manufactur-
ing industry is still not competi-
tive. Despite years of mndustry
plans, most companies cannot
export. The economy is being
propped up by high commaodity

ices, and cveryome expects
them to fall over the next year or
two.

S0 they need more productiv-
ity gains, Award restructuring is
[0 ensure that no Wage rises are
given to us without productivily
trade offs.

A government brochure, The
Way Ahead, says bluntly

“Unchecked labour cost -
creases will swamp any competi-
five advaniage Australian com-
panies might otherwise reap from
productiity  reforms such  as
award restruciuring.”

HAT'S WHY Peter Morris

and Paul Keating get up in
wage hearings and urge employ-
ers to be tough in demanding
trade offs and “genuine™ pro-
ductivity gains, It's why media
boss Brian Hogben ftold the

Jjournalists’ union:

Peter Morris then we spit them oul" A boss talks to y

PAGE 10 — sOCIALIST ACTION

The modem office. Will muiti-
skilling make it a better or
worse place 1o work?

“The AJA says pubiishers
would benefit from having a more
skilled AJA workforce .. This is
an incomplete argument  In-
creased skill is not a benefit. Be-
nefir could only accrue o pub-
lishers if increased skill makes
AJA labour more cosi effective
S0 there are two closely
linked aims: wage restraint and
increased productivity. And in
creased productivity means jobs
will go.

Take the mantime industry
On one of BHP's iron ore ships
alone, 12 jobs will go. And the
new ratings’ jobs will mean that
workers get 20 weeks training 1o
become & part engineer, boiler-
maker, electrician, in fact every-
Ihmg including part sailor. Plus
they'll be expecied 1o do some of
the watchkeeping
_ Or take Richardson Pacific's
industrial fans division, which
was making heavy losses 18
months ago. They implemented
a reform package and gol a
hefly payout from the govern-
ment for training and workshop
relayour

The result? Profits are back
on the board, productivity is up.
and 100 out of 230 works
have lost their jobs, The com-
pany has saved aver $2.5 million
In wages alone.

_As John Griffiths, managing
director of the u\m‘cr;‘:“:i:':&,
foundry in Toowomba com-

ploitation’s

mented after a similar EXEMCise
“the shedding of labour was 4
5 an

nevitable component of the
restructure.”

HERE ARE  are other
more subtle ways the l.wm,eﬂr
benefit at our expense,
aim to undermine union mi.-
itancy and worker solidarity
The Australian commented:
“Workers will eventually stan
to place more emphasis on their
individual abilities and their ¢
pacity to improve them .. as the
prunary means of improving pay,
rather than a general wages
round won by industrial action”

The skills training will not
open up wide vistas for most
workers. What employer is go
ing pay for training they can't
use?

A lot of public service training
only covers specialised skills that
are not transferable. Or in the
case of some skills like keyboard
you will have enough train
ing to get by but not enough
lied job as a keyboard

In unstable industries only a
f trained workers will be
secure. For the rest we'll see a lot
of less skilled casuals with no
career paths or job security

Multiskilling can also be des
killing. The Electrical Trades
Union argues that under the new
restructuring in the metal trades,
when training is divided up inio
modules, workers will only be
partially trained. Waork ~and
safery standards will fall

Finally, a number of key
trades will find their industrial
leverage has b removed. If
anyone can do your job, seab
hing is easier to Organisc So
award restructuring s closely
linked to attacks on militant un
ions, especially in the building
industry

It is understandable that
award restructuring has an ap
peal to many people. Leaming
new skills, doing a beuer job.
new career prospects ought 10 be
something we could welcome

Bul when it uses them for its
own purposes, capitalism ums
them into another 1o exploit
us. S0 we support people like the
South Australian refinery
workers, who told Peter Moms

“We've fought long and hard
for what we've got. We're not
giving it away for the good of
the economy’ or so thai Mabil
can make another million dol-
lars profit.”

Liz Ross

BUILDING INDUSTRY

It’'s one

HE VOTE by members
Taf the Federated Engine
Drivers and Firemen against
amalgumnliun with  the
pwiU is a slap in the face to
all those pushing Ijlll_l\clly‘_\

lan 10 reorganise unions.

FEDFA members in Victoria
and Qun-n_».\aml yoted 1two 10
one against amalgamation In
Quctnsi‘md the BLF has not
peen deregistered. and the build-
ing industry 15 not so politicised
ut in Victoria or NSW. FEDFA
members N building would
simply rather amalgamate with
the BLF, while those in mining
§E¢ O PUIPOSe 1N merging with
a building union

In NSW, where the BWIL and
FEDFA have almost total con
1ol of building sites and
was little organised opposition Lo
the proposals, the “yes™ vote
won narrowly

In Victoria, opponents of
amalgamation fought  hard
When the union officials refused
to include arguments for the no
vote with ballot papers, over 500
members signed a petition to the
Industrial Commission. They got
the “no e included. A poster
war raged on build 1es.

Victorian FEDFA members
opposed 1 :
several reasons. The ¢ l
would be to absorb the FEDFA
into the BWIL

The new union would be very
burcaucratic. Building has tradi
tionally been a militant industry,
where well placed workers can
command high wages. But ml
itant groups such as crane Crews
would lose their leverage in i
large bureaucratic union, and be
easier lo control

re

N ADDITION, the BWIU is
notorious for not servicing its
s. Everybody in the
g industry knows how
the BWIU has failed to
steel-fixers currently
ing for a wage risec.

FEDFA members not in the
building industry fee
concemns would be subme
the larger union, so there was
substantial - opposition
power workers in the Latrobe
Valley,

These objections  combined
with a certain amount of less
admirable crafi elitism to sink
the amalgamation proposal

Although the “yes” vote won
in the BWIU, there were many
members opposed 1o it, because
they saw it as a further streng
thening of the reigning bureau-
erls and their anti-militant

T —

in the eye for Kelty!

The goons were called off this
\I[l; and three others 3
Jf course, the media -
trayed this all very mﬂcl\‘m
They tried to claim the violence
was due 1o BLF opposition 1o
amalgamation, and the ABC
even presented the protest dem-
onstration as having led
the clash R

OT LONG after this, De-

partment of Lahour inspec-
tors blitzed four city building
sites where the BLF has a strong
presence. Ome ended up with
100 supposed safety defects and
all work was ordered sus-
pended. But it was quite some
time before anyone actually told
the workers to stop work.

The move was political. The
Master  Builders  Association
themselves said the Depariment
of Labor is “paying particular
attention 1o companiés who are
not doing enough to keep the
BLF off their sites”.

Clearly, the govemment and
their BWIU mates are not hay-
ing it all their own way. BLE
organisers Visit many building

In April they called their first (although the BLF was also sites with impunity. Atempts o

mass meeling since 1973. The
members  passed @ molon
apainst amalgamation, but the
meeting had no decision making
power, One speaker after anoth
er condemned the platform, the
officials debate  and
there were ts for the micro:
phone. Finally the waorkers voted
Lo “za home for the rest of the
day in protest al the apathy and
incompetence of the officials’

AOCIALISTS have tradition-
bulh been for united indus-
trial unions, and supported the

call of the Industrial
ers of the World for *(me

g Union™. Bul bigger unions
are only an advantage if they
are democratically controlled,
and if they are a more effective
e for fighting the class
struggle.

The Keliy plan for amalga
mating _ unions, which the
BWIU are keenly Ppursuing
would have the effect of Wiping
out @ mumber of traditionally
militant unions, The only benefi
ciaries in the buildis industry
would be the BWIU burcaucrats,
who have nothing but contempl
for their members.

In the weeks before the elec-
tion, there was an orchestrated
npaign o use BLF

media
bashing to smear the opposition
The BWIU's Don Henderson
tald the press and TV that the

ourers were manip
nk and file W ers

s were supposed 10
attack steel-fixers but it was
labourers, plasterers
from other SIEs. production.

unionists organised a
h and contract scaf
1 Grollo jobs. soon (s
greed 10 pay
medical ex- s
ey " Janey Sione
Jost time for all strike action )

]

tle deregistration,
Tt ps giving the go"

replace on the job action with

The incident at Grollo's 101 Disputes Board hearings are not
Collins St building site illustrates
the lengths to which some peo
ple were prepared 1o 0. Hired
uards” beat up sever-  SAfELY: 1
ppar- The govemments feeling
ot to fabricate “BLF frustrated because the current

succesding either, Workers on
johs around town continue 1o
lake 24 hour stoppages over

building boom means workers
are often able 1o wse industrial
muscle, and employers will meet
their demands rather than lose

With a big glut of office space
on the horizon, it has seems
that the industrial tide would
rn. But if Melbouroe’s
ympic bid succeeds, building
workers could be in a strong
pasition for years Lo com

- a militant
jumbers march: 8 mi
p...mmeni headaches.
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NOWADAYS everyone
agrees that the bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki
was a terrible thing.

Yet a lot of people also accept
that it was necessary. A necessity,
they argue, because it was the
only way to bring a quick end to
the Pacific war and avoid a
bloody invasion of Japan.

Itis the oldest of the many argu-
ments that claim nuclear weapons
are a necessary evil. Butthe argu
ment collapses when you Jook at
the historical facts.

By July 1945, Japan was down
for the count. The bulk of the
Imperial Navy had been sunk, the
air force was reduced to sporadic
kamikazeatiacks, American B-29
hombers were meeting little resis-
tance. Most importantly, the al-
lied naval blockade was stran
gling Japan's economy. With
Germany defeated and Russia
due io declare war in the pacific,
Japan was on a hiding (o nothing,

All the 1op military officials
realised that the atomic bomb did
not nmd 10 be used, because their
intelligence indicated Japan
would capitulaie by November
without even an invasion.

Admiral Leahy of the US
navy said the bomb was “of no
material assistance” in ending
the war, General Eisenhower,
Supreme Commander in
Europe, said that “it wasn't
mecessary to hit them with that
awful thing.”

General Curiis Le
foree) saidth:homh"ha?:\};u:'imn‘;
10 do with the end of the war"
beuusg conventional 'hmnhiﬁg
was “driving the Japanese back 1o
the Stone Age” (the same words
he used about Vietnam in 1960s)
The warhawk Le May can't be
w_:n.scd of undue moral sen-
sitivity, so his military assess-
ment carries a ot of weight,
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The scientists building the thing
were divided. Some opposed
using it on moral grounds, but
even those like Oppenheimer
who favour its use did so because,
as he put if, they “didn’t know
beans about the military sitwa-
tion”. They just swallowed the
official line that a bloody in-
vasion was the only alternative.

Why then did President Truman
authorise the bombing? The war
was not a glonious struggle for
democracy, but a battle for con-
trol of large sections of the world.
The strongest power would gain
the most.

Once the bomb had been (ested
n July, Truman could welcome
the break-up of the forced al-
liance with Russia. Truman al-
ready realised that Russia would
be America’s main postwar im-
penalist nval, and he intended 1o
use the atamic bomb to reduce or
eliminate Soviet influence from
Europe and Asia

The bomb gave him, he said,
“an entirely new feeling of con
fidence™ in his dealings with
Stalin, and “it put us in & position
todictaie our own terms at the end
of the war"

Secretary of War Stimson saw
the bomb as a “master card” of
diplomacy. Secretary of State
Bymes sought to use the “implied
threat” of nuclear atiack to “make
Russia more manageable in
Europe"

General Groves, boss of the
Manhatian Project, said that he
had always understood that “ Rus.
sia was our enemy”. Two of the
Project’s leading scientists, Ed
ward Teller and the mathe
matician John von Neumann,
both “considercd Ru s an
enemy from the beginning

Compared o these political
realists, the military realists who
saw the bomb as unnecessary
were right but imelevant. There

was a tremendous rush to end the
war before the Russians ad
vanced on Japan. And it worked

Qur dropping of the atomic
bomb on Japan,”
Truman to his diz f
sia to reconsider her position in
the Far EasL."

The bomb's power had been ef:
fectively demonstrated. Truman
had reje
either a demonstration explosion
on an uninhabited island, or for a
waming to allow for evacuation
from Hiroshima.

In ihe postwar negotiations, the
nuclear threat was an important
factor forcing Stalin to modify his
territorial claims in Europe as
well as Asia.

Leami; 11 from his riv.
penabists, Stalin wasted no
in launching his own “Manhattz
Project” m the 1946 Five Y
Plan. In 1949 the first “socialist”
nuclear bomb was tested, and the
world was locked into a mad arms
race that is with us to this day

Forty-four years after
Hiroshima the ruling classes of
the world pack a nuclear punch
equal 1o 4 million Hiroshimas
Fifty thousand “necessary evils”
are aimed at us and our fellow
workers worldwide

And only by deciding th,
perialism, and the capitalism
that spawns it, are themselves
unnecessary evils can we hope
10 end the damger of nuclear
destruction.

— Phil Shannon
GREENHOUSE w

Nukes are
no solution!

ided

ted s

estions for

S'i'INCF, THE Greenhouse Ef-
€cl hit the news, capitalist
politicians from Nick Greiner

profitable?

Atomic imperialism’s grim dawn

to Neville Wran have started
pushing nuclear power as an
alternative to coal-fired power
slations.

But US expert Bill Keepin has
worked out just how uny
this is. Apart
nuclear

power
r Three Mile Island and

Chernobyl?

d up.

assuming nuclear plants
can be built six years, they

|'M A FoolL FoR
NUCLEAR FUEL/

i oo

o2

energy needs. The cost would be

1 $500 and $800 billion

cach year

Keepin argues for some simple
energy s ilie ves, For
exam I8 wall compacl
fluorescent light bulb lights as
much as an ordinary 75 watt I
candescent globe. Over the bulb's
ten year lifetime, almost 200
Kilograms of black coal will be
saved.

Using methods like these, ener-

gy consumption could cut be in
half, Keepin argues. This would

hon dioxide e
avee $220 billion a year, anc

IMpair no one's lifestyle

Ah, but would

why solving the environ:
s is so hard under

China

N OCTOBER 1, 1949
Mao Zedong declared
{hat #(China has stood up”.
The victory of the Commu-
aist Party and its peasant army
ked the end of a century of
crisis: paverty and famine, war
and revolution.
By the start of the 20th cen-
rury. the 0ld ruling class of land
|ods and bureaucrats, humiliat
ed by western imperialism, h: ad
yirtually sumrendered their hold
They had rc ed

1o their landed estates, content to
extort wealth from the peasants
by ever more viclous means,
“When a group of intelle
mised the banner of rev
Qctober 10, 1911 the impi
povernment simply coll
But the rchels were ur
gtem the decay of Chinese socie
tv. Government fell into the
hands of provincial
The imperialists stres

their grip.
A capitalist class had emet
in the second half of the 19th

century, but it was unable 1o
seize power. Th
was small and weak
pendent on its foreign trading
parmners for its very existence It
clustered fearfully in the coastal
cities and poured what wealth it
did accumulate into trade and
finance. Industry was almost
non-existent

The capitalists could not unite
the country, liberate it from im-
jperialist control, and develop its
economy. Other social forces
would have to do that

HE 20th century saw the
rise of powerful peasant
and worker movements.

By the middle of the 1920s
the countryside was in revoll.
Peasant associations spread ra
pidly through the provinces, led
by young revolutionary intellec
tals. Their members numbered
perhaps two million poor pea
sants, but tens of millions more
looked 1o them for leadership in
the  struggle against  their
landlords
. Inthe cities, some two million
industrial workers were em
ployed in large scale, modem
factorics owned almost entirely
by foreign capitalists. Around
them were another 10 million
workers in smaller factories and
workshops, self-employed arti-
sans and the unemployed.

Despite their n

REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY

and tragedy in
revolution

Triumph
E)s

ihe potential 0 lead the country
forward. Well organized, milit-
ant and politically aware, Chi
na's workers launched major
strike waves in 1922 and 1924

By 1927 the working class
movement had begun to threat
en the power of Chinese and
foreign capitalists alike

Chiang Kai-shek's nationalist
movement had launched a mil-
itary offensive, aimed at con-
quering all of China The work
ing class and peasants rose in
support

HE WORKERS and many
of the peasants were under
the leadership of the young
Communist Party formed in
1921, The party had grown very
rapidly, reaching a membership
of 58,000 by 1927 but it was
very inexperienced. Understan-
dably, it looked to the Russian
Communist Party for advice.
But by the mid-1920s, the
Russian ".er_\ was almost entire-
ly under the control of Joseph
Stalin. Stalin was on  concerned
with the national intercsts of the
Russian state, and he thought
this was best served by an al-

liance with Chiang Kai-shek
Stalin told the Chinese Commu-
nists o subordinate themselves
to Chiang, even though he was
closely aligned with sections of
the capitalist class

Despite misgivings, the Chi-
nese party complied. But as Chi-
ang enjoyed one military tri-
umph after another, he decided
he could dispense with Commu-
nist support. And as the workers
and peasants began exploding
into insurrection, he began 0
fear their power. Chiang's ar-
mies began to ruthlessly put
down (he peasant associations
and unions in the aneas they
controlied.

When he entered Shanghai he
found the workers @ r_u:dy in
control of the city. Chiang de-
manded the Communists hand
over their arms, and they comp-
lied. He then turned on them in
a wave of terror that Jasted for
months and took ens of thou-
sands of lives. The Communist
Party was virtually wiped out

This disaster removed  the
Chinese working elass from the
historical Sge Socialist mu\u-r
tion was out of the question 1o

cades.
d‘\’sl the capitalist ~c\_:ss also

remained weak, and Chiang Was

and more to seek radical solu-
tions. They turned to the Com-
munist Party, which was re-
building on a new basis.

Afier the 1927 defeat, the
pary retreated o the country-
side. Under the new leadership
of Mao Zedong, it developed
new theory and practice of revo-
Jution. Tt ‘was above all a na-
fionalist revolution. The vehicle
would be a guerilla army based
on the peasants. The program
was to use the siate o mobilise
resources 0 create a strong na-
tignal economy

The Communists won pea-
sanl support through selechive
|and reform, and they won pres-
tige nation-wide by Mﬁmf a
suerilla warfare against tne ap-
“inese invaders dunng the second
world war. After the Japanesc
withdrew, Mao's armics um-
phantly captured one Chinese
city after another.

The workers Were re|cga;ﬂd

the role of passive by~
:i'mden and although the Mao
regime "eventually called jtselfl
agocialist” neither they nor the
<ants ever controlled it

Power lay with the state bu-

reaucracy nnd(.t_rt: rigidly disci-
ed army. China
ﬁ‘r:ntanﬂ 'hrgkcn the power of the
local capialists and forcizn S

But in their place

he country un- Halists. e
unable l:’.n‘:‘\:{-"pé.; C:.uommdang Pnerged & nem’:;;ﬂ:ﬂﬂ
der 'h]:“i-nl ruled by playing off  The regime ai soce,
'[‘t\“r‘t:v!cg:n powers: R and  omic suecesss, DR g
Jandowners. cas scid ﬁ o

0
acunms, 3 ip Just itis b2

B p‘l;lhr middle dasses 10 the . mww,-

section of i o e .
e m::luelftv: .m and ton, Moscow m; Gmmhamm it
; drawn

jts — Were
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suffer mon-fatal injuries. And
{hat's not counting occupational
illnesses.

No wonder safety and compo
are imporant wndustrial 1ssucs.
The earliest unions created funds
for medical and funeral ex-

and workers demanded
that emplayers and govermnments
act on safety.

Unions alsn began demanding
compensation for lost wages and
i Fventually
union pressure made judges ac-
cept that workers could sue for
“neligence”  but  this only
helped a minority. If an emj loy-
er had taken rudimentary safety
measures, the causes of work-
place injury were usually oulside
the legal  definition  of
negligence.

S0 the labour movement be-
gan campaigning for “fault
free” compensation. In NSW the
first compo law was enacted in
1926.

Under many compo schemes,
employers pay a percentage of
their total wage bill to an insu-
rance scheme. The insurer in-
vests the money. Injured workers
apply to the insurer for medical
expenses and perindic payments
maore than the dole but less than
wages.

If the insurers won't pay, you
can sue. But that costs money, so
workers usually pet inferior
“Justice™.

Often there are appalling de-
lays and h.'unssmeﬁ[p by me_

Tance company spies. Building
unions had to launch mass raids
on insurance company offices in
1979 1o force them to cough up.

OR THE employers this
type of compo has its advan-
tages. The insurance premiums
can be cheaper than making the

And they can count on Bo-
yemnments the deal in
their favour. Governments al-
ways insist: the premiums must
nol interfere with employers’
E:Ellsl‘h:nd&ayouls must not
mmp ils of insurance

s Bways under capitalisn,

starting point is not i
welfare but profi mrm?lcsz
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“these are figures that the Wi
C are SySIem cannot affor? e
The Cain governmeny wa
10 cut payments to partjg|} i
capacitated workers (\ﬂm) 2
still work, but not nmcwnll-ﬂ
their trade) from B0 10 ) j-:l
cent of pre-injury Earmings, r‘
wanls to establish medical .PW‘
els who can ignore your o ;
doctor's advice. g
Both NSW and Victorian g,
vermnments say cuts in benefi
will be offset by rehabilitation,
m..l the money 1o establish spe.
cial  med institutions
alificd  staff  hasn't }Tﬂ\

provided
While all employers of 20 or
more people are required to sey
up rchabilitation schemes, a re
cent survey showed 40 percem
10 do so
hile the

15 cutting Social
yments (o inju
The Commonwe;
es' scheme 15 also un
nd we can expect the
of & ks on its viabil-
y and cuts like those now hap
n Victoria

F THE handaids are getting
thinner, what's being done
about preventiol
Reams of

bee

nly bodies with
enforce safety re-
ents are the understaffed
tes of the industrial

ministries
In NSW in 1987-88, a grand

Compo: o
how Insu‘t Many safety improvement
follows injury

e come from workers’ aclion
her than legislation. For ex

when the bosses holler, govem-

menis leap 1o attention.

ample cranc crews on building
sites no longer “ride the hook
as a result of industrial struggles
in the 70s. When workers on the
Sydney Opera House building
site took over the job, they
placed top priority on safety
So a socialist solution would
start by placing the workplaces
under the demacratic control of
the workforce, A socialist com
po scheme would pay out full
wages and ensure full rehabilité
tion as a worker's right, not as &
way of pressuring someone un
able to work. But these are solu
tions we will have to fight for
Under capita
way to pei better b
safety precautions lies in unt
action. But under the Accord,
ilitancy has declined-
no accident that after
six y of the Accord, our
compo schemes are COmMing |
der sustained attack.
Eric Petersen

ICTORIA'S  “Workcare”
. and the scheme covering
Commonwealth employees are
different -_ they are
“unfunded”.

Under Workcare the employ-
ers pay a small levy on their
wage bill. This goes into consol
idated revenue. Payments to in
Jured workers are administered
by the Accident Compensation
Commission. The money comes
out of general government funds
Withaut any specific amount he
Ing sel aside for
uc:\l'orkcanlzs so-called Liabili-

S are simply estimates of
Payouts over the next 30 years,
ll:'l an existing debt This hasn't
Stopped. treasurer Jolly saying

_In lae 1986 compo insurers
in NSW threatened to stop insur-
ing employers, The Unsworih
Labor povemment hastened 10
do their bidding. Its 1987 “re-
forms™ slashed benefits, and ab
olished workers' right to sue for
negligence. Profits rose.
ow Nick Greiner promises
10 reform the reforms, but on the
same basic principle: employers’
premiums must go down, not up.
S0 while in the large print they
restore limited common  law
rights and promise rehabilita-
H‘pur:mme fine print abolishes
ey " al -
habilitation exp\:mhrl‘:n!!.mm i

R ——

T

N 1979 at {he Weipa -\_hn-
Reserve on  Cape
York Peninsula, M‘f"‘",l’r'
fers Killed his girlfriend
Dierdre € Ibert. Seven years
Jater, he still loves her.

He thought Dierdre’s death
s his punishment for not mar
ying the woman (o whom he'd
heen pmmiwd as a child ]h\
pdn.llli\:\ for breaking tribal law
are meted out througk
now, he believes,
spear.

P?n ssiate of Shock

filmmik
er David Bradbury uscs Alwyn's
case as @ point of departure 10
probe {he oppression oF Abor
gines, and Lhe resulting violent

and self-destructive (€ 1CIES
among them.

The people themselves tell the
story of their dispossession
houses at Mapoon burmt 1o the
sround, they were shunted off
Weipa where they
conflier with local
and took 1o the g

The spirit of the old ¥
Ll informs the sp
the  mew
dispossession.

alcohol

Those who benefited from the
dispossession are Not scrutin
very effectively. The Ab
at Mapoon were driven
Jand by the Queensla
ment in order to hand it
mining companies

The film blames Comaleo for
buming down the houses. The
company, it should be said
blames the Queensland
govemnment.

The Presbylerian Church who
ran the Mapoon mission first
raised the question of compensa
tion in 1964, without consulting
the people themselves. Comalco
agreed fo pay $300,000 to the
chureh for accommodation and
emplayment creation projects at
the mission, and allow grazing
access 1o some arcas. The
church accepted this as full dis
charge of the company's
obligations. 2

Siaty-two new houses were
constructed at Jessica  Point,
which were rented 10 Abori
gines. They must feel rnchly
compensated every time they
pay the rent.

The company cmploys blacks,
but they're the first 10 be dis-
Carded when the market for
bauxite slumps. Its contributions.
1o the Weipa Abonigines Soci
established in 1973 10

ed

T their

WERT

wer 10

e —

e mediz. el sl all the
are used (o the yellow
press and its sensational head-
lines, often without substance.
What John Phelan does in his
book Apartheid Media is explain
just how disinformation works,
and how it has been incorporat-
ed into the South African polit-
ical system, And he ties it in with
his home country, the United
States, where he says it has be-
come an art form.

Here is a sample:

“The Rand Daily Mail had
been the exposer of "Muldergare™
the government s secret use of tax-
peyers’ money to buy favourable
coverage

“In the manner of the Wa
shington Post's relentless cover of
Wartergate, but under significantly
greater duress and danger, the
Mail had revealed the millions of
rand poured info the Citizen , an
English language puper suppor-
five of the National Party but
ptherwise having no ecopomic
reason in exist

This was the centre piece of @
host of ather shady public rela-
fions schemes.

“A foresceable result of these
revelations, according fo the legal
patiern of South Africa, was the
esablishment of an advocate
general 1o investigare government
corruption who had absolute
power to gag any reporiage of the
cases he was DvesTigatng.

“In the result, Mulder's career

s uined, but the Rand Daily
Mail is closed, whereas the Cit
2¢n is sill being published *

Phelan shows how the South
African Broadcasting Corpora-
{ion attempis ta prevent blacks
and whites alike from sceing and
hearing what happens i other
counines, [\Jﬂn.‘uhﬂ}' other Af-
rican states, They fear someons
might get the “wrong ideas

Alwyn Peters with his mother in David Bradbury s film.
and administer social and edu- - most 10 the l‘“l“‘“i‘“d“'ll"\'\!\rll}:c
ention development projects will _ He afso saxd be had made the
otal $2.6 million in 1990. That's film to argue for lan |\|Jli(u.1 na
hardly a princely sum and of way that would not l;w lh:mEIu
urse it's tax deductible. Butit W e majonty, &8 ugit
; : wem-  some of the more OUISP< ‘l

o el wil ] 3 atel + blacks seem
compares well with the i 1 lcaders do. It ars Fortunately, the
Abonginal leaders o e /Wa
ment's input }\‘ 0 shock whites into  to have g0t thase ideas aIyNCY
Anyway, this building of a B€ 2% Phelan’s solutions are

1 hits. :
\u;;}n::m; h::lrl‘li :llﬂlng track. likely 1o work. He hopes that the

C - media . will have a
g s will be won by peo community MEX ped '
I’".di‘;lh:‘“.:\: their options and  hur nising effect on the mf:d
B “[nr I'I|1|:ir rights, net as an {ech bureaucrats nfdng:r!u.‘nhms |
o “ rity by guilty whites. entertainment” anc N s
i “Chris Rose  thatthe threat of cconomic i
§ tions is more effective than actu- |
\ly imposing them. )
: {\-’hc?em In reality it is mass
e and econcmic pressure
n shake the regime.
boak provides fasci- ‘

company town infrastrucure in
the puise of chanty 18 eside the
point. The people in the film
wanted their land back. And the
company isn't even using it
They want their land, and they
should have it But it's paternal-
istic to think this is the nly way
out of their dispossessed stale
Aborigines and Islanders are
also workers at Weipd As well

oW

White racists’

But this

as land they need paid wark and ss ating inslghts aboul the way We

accessible training i yellow pre :"ln“_&mwb,..urmkn.
ddressing the audience be- ie de Saxe

fore.the sercening 1 saw, David jes all the — Munnie

POLITICIANS tel I

ohn Vors-

tbury said some Aborigines, E e b \ R
len:ll::n:v he felt, had voiced time. m,,:‘“.,.-.memmmh ‘W""’n’ﬂ‘:‘:ﬂm D |
d e roval at the portrayal of [eF when e W38 ESTEL L afor- lon and s Sl
disapprons and violence i the AR T b A Ly ok alas

i It focuses on this aspect of ;

s I~ h:tlu\:r hal society al- Muldergate I 'ST nchu-pAGElE
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couple, Curtis and
i iwa.

u‘ruhem;was head the Gu(_"dian
Angels, an unarmed wigilante
group which Gurtis Shwa’Fnundsd
in 1979 to protect New York sub-
way commulers from MUGgErs.
From an onginal band of 13, it has
grown to now claim 5000
members in 60 American cibies,
and the Sliwas wan fo spread the

jdea o Britain and Australia.
One might expect Estalbllgn-
ment, which is all for lawn'order
and Neighbourhood Walch-style
“community palicing’, 10 support
the Slwas. Bul government and
police reaction 10 the Guardian

Angels is usually hostile.

isil to Brilain,

way police ejected their first patrol
from the underground. One raitway
police boss here has already said
he will ban the Guardian Angy
from his trains too.

Even in New York,
ging is
order did nol exaclly welcome
-them with open arms. Mayor Ed
Koch denounced them until com-
muters’ anger forced him o recant
and oller them auxihary palic
tus. To their credd, the Angels
jected i “The cop: stigma-
lised," said Curlis Sliwa at the time.
“We are nol cops. We are of the
citzenry.

Sliwa had good reason 1o dis-
trust the cops. He told journalist
John Pilger in 1981, “Two Ang;
have been killed in the line of duty
one fighting off a mugger, the other
shol dead by a cop who didn'l
even lell the Angel 1o freeze
nothin’. They just shot him Cop:
are assholes. Everybody knows
thal" Siiwa himsell received death
threals from cops, and the New
York Palice Depariment gave him
@ police guard 1o protect him from
115 own members!

TFIRST the police's hostility

seems odd. The Sliwas are
no radicals. Their ideas are a
mixture of the mildly progres-
sive and reactionary.

They have supports
marches and condem

By undermining the mon
Guardian Ang

i
we don't need the cops! M
workers, wilh the right argan
fion, could protect them
Thatis why the Guardian Ange
TECIUl 50 well amaon 3
Hispanics, and c

s who com-
municale by sign language. They
have a natural appeal to
pre: groups who get the worst
tom all sides . . . from racist, sexist
Cops as well as from redneck lo
and ghetlo crims

Cwil liberarians also object to
the Guardian Angels, They argue
thal the palice are responsible to
he people through pariament, but

lAM NOT suggesting that the
Left should rush off and join
the Guardian Angels, however
While we should defend their
right to organise independently
Irom the cops, they have serious
shortcomings.
Their a
band. ol

overall cnme rale, o
grawih and ten v
They merely mao
on elsewhere. They have no
Cialist aim of organising against
the poverty and" aliena

Cause crime.

with Alec Kahn
0, e e L

incent
od deed for th
king it nowher
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300 abductions is sheer specula-

: tion, In 1987 the media created

mhw a “The Family” to explain the
o AT deaths. ;
: m"ar ta'e Seeing an opportunity, the po-

lice jumped on the bandwagon
THE PRESS has long used In addition to their traditional
AIDS 10 scapegoat gays. But in taste for gay-bashing, they had a
Adelaide, AIDS has taken 3 special reason for doing so. In
3 1988 gay activists had final
L wjﬂ)j’ : ;
Now there’s amily™ al-  suc in gefting an inguest
legedly a “gang ofpmnzinenr into ihe death of academi
homosexuals” respansible for George Duncan. At last it
four deaths and hundreds of seemed the cops responsible for
abductions. Duncan’s 1972 slaying would be
Based on no hard evidence  brought o trial
‘whatsoever, the media blitz on But 1t was not (o be. Incredi-
“The Family” has led to in- bly, the media and police linked
L pe
creased gay-hashing. And in the  Duncan lo “The Family”. Never
last year over 200 gays have mind that he had died in 1972!
fﬂe!l charged with “ingiouem be- Thr supposed connection made
haviour™. All this is in a State it easier to whitewash the Dun-
wh!ch decriminalized homosex- can case and the cops were
uality in the 1970s, and prides acquitted.
lbﬁ:‘“ﬂ‘:ﬂ:&iﬁg{):ﬂi:;it%n “The Family” witchhunt put
e med on ¢ ihe gay community on the def-
f:;""l)")szwgﬂﬁﬂ blel“'beﬂl‘ﬂ‘? ensive. But now a new group,
. Original post mor-  Gay C . 5 :
::m fﬁm n& Tml;]cf‘?;nns be- :a;)cn E}fé“;:&?illlli)\-e "::Tt:r;:m?rt
een them. Only the death of — th caps i
Alan Barnes in ;\v')l“) could l‘;c m:di‘:s e
explained. He died from hae- The police are still clai
morthaging after a blunt instru-  they know wh: Hu ‘F:::‘]‘I?"'
m’lr"tlu:’?:citn::d upl !n;ea?:s. are. Perhaps they are about 1o
X ms [0 € en-  arresl 2
tire basis for the alleged homo- S

SociausT ¥ Acrion = W

D BRIAL Charlie in the
PO Box 274, Brunswick | Clear

¥i=:l::£ﬂ 3056

el (03) 380 2227 HERE'S A classic case of tri

MELBOURNE e
PO Bo 5 Remember last Novembe
Vg[gﬁ: :2;4;;5 Brunswick} when Charles N[’Cik:‘:\u“?\:ﬁ
Tel (03) 380 2227 fprccd to stand down as secre-

SYDNEY tary of the Aboriginal Affa

Department?  Remembe: e
;Oawﬁg 381, Campsie banner headlines :-lmull L':)mtjhl
ik uth Wales 2194 tion and cronyism? 2

) 550 1424 Now we get low key press

BRISBANE reports that a government inves-
PO Box 99, Si Lucia tigation has cleared him ;i
Queenslang 4067 Charges of cronyism, nepot-
Tel (07) 870 3705 1sm and maladministration led

CANBERRA 10 no less than eight parliamen-

fary and government inquires
Jam
J\C‘I’Iszgfen“& mﬁr public servant. None of
s S0 came up with any signifi
cant eriticisms of his administra

I

The worst they could ¢
: come u;
wngldu 15 the suggestion that h[’
Lecoin L paid taxi fares for some Aborig-
Cardigan 51 Carnon inal protesters. What a |cmhﬁ‘c

Mondays < 700
Holel

acmu;n, They can
vaguely that the m
PAGE 2 — SOCIALIST ACTION

only claim
oncy wasn't

sexual link, And the figure of
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pilots tell Labor: go fly a kite

e

=

on the issue for his

“private moneys in the ordinary

first private
prison.
¥, Borallug

Meanwhile, Perkins’ public
service career 1s still destroyed
[ was treated like a dog and
pushed out the door” he says
The whole business is a fitting

es is the first of many tly

that surrounded Australia’s bi

nefits to governments and pri- But we think trade unionists

Jots' leader Brian McCarthy.
close think about what's

work camp, and profits can be
h since the government pays
1 for keeping and incarcer-

Right-to-lifers
wrongfooted

blown up again in Queensland.

I-_chnumged by their minister
anti-abortionists from Brisbane’s
Chnistian Outreach Centre re

fect the imprisonment rate will
be tailored to the profit needs of ment has virtually called

eavy antillery. This is a recipe

Greenslopes Fertility Clinic ev The state for its parl gels o

: distance itself from and charges
climb the back fence to get ©f brutality or corruption in the The attacks on the pilots ha

Activists from the Women's
Campaign for Abortion decided
to hit back. First they picketed
the Right 1o Life’s headquarters
Then they took up a petition at
shopping centres and presented
I, with much publicity, to parli
ament :

. Eventually the clinic got an

Injunction against the minister,

::dmthe cops forcibly ended the
ssmen atien

s :m[;[ ol patients. But pro

letthe issue die. Not only do they

So far the private contractors

deregistration of the BLE
o New Right's assaults on trade
state handling high-security e S

Jar Sweets, The pilots have i

[
with the privale sector handling
a white collar and white skinnad

style damages suits in the ¢
1 this tactic fails, then the threat

heavier over every striki
Standing 10 gain most 18 the
Corrections Corporation of Aus-
S T

firm brought public relations of
ficer Don Hutto out last year (0
sell the case for privaie prisons

Hutto has a sordid history. He

recruit overseas (o scab on
pilots. The overseas recrutment
may well fail, given that pilots
pay here is low hy international

= e like

'0 Box 17 against the only Aboriginal se :& IT;I_\- B, e ot they
ery ¢

members’ bill coming e

b P‘mmmw:‘umnt up in Fed-

“cruel and unusual punishment
on inmates in Arkansas, and re
portedly dealt with mino
conduct by lashing them with @
wooden-handled leather strap

US and Canad.
“ ada have increased
I[n.lm that the bill, which wnuLtJ
: Lr‘nuv_zc medicare benefits for
abortions, could pass.
50 they're planning a picket of

struggling o cope with 20 per

Even so, these are the typ

=

demanding for years. Victorian
Liberal president Michacl Krog

peaker on the L
€ subject at  shackled and handcuffed prison-

ers with a pick-axe handle
CCA have a history of mov-

Hawke should be invited 1o jom
the HR. Nichols Socicty for his

Teachers' union

unions are weak, and then scrip-
ping pension schemes an
ting wages, Borallon will follow
this anti-union pattem, employ-

ke offense! Perkins
. T should have the '
= Mm En“w“ e o p:IWL e Outreach Centre, and there'll
m.sw : ‘; “T;’n;y is Lrml.;- 0 be used 1o the
. port police o break il i
;-m"ﬂ A':U"Emal dcmonmuuun’: W A e e
N any o; i i
y case, the investigators

.a._,, o had to admit that the money Kelly wif
hun“m 4 grand total of §50 — didn't 1 ek

R e come from any Commonwealth Sl e T

Queenslanders. The huge salaries we read about

Bjelke-Petersen 1

B e e

Hustee

frue
E“?ﬁtmma I emlee

TATATAT,
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domestic pilot force. At the bot-
tom of the scale are Night offi
ers Mying Fokker Friendsl
who earn $31,000. Others are in
hetween.

They're demanding a 29 per-
cent rise, of which 21 percent 15
catch-up and comparative Wige
justice. 9 percent IS COmpEnsa-
Tion for further inflation. Given
all the wage cuts under the ac
cord and the likelihood that in-
fation will remain a major prob

lem in the near future this s
polhing more than the sort of
claim trade union militants

would argue for in any industry

Meanwhile what the media
yren't playing up 1 the fact that
management at Australian
Airlings are sel to have their
salary nse from $100,000 a year
o $2250000 As for Bob
Hawke's outrage, let's not forget
he was prepared 1o let judges
and politicians get an R0 percent
rise until the ACTL thre
{0 withdraw from the W
tem. The pilots may be using
some clitist arguments 1o bac
up thew claim, but they are not
one-tenth as eliist as Labor's
one e ystem, which is designed
{0 channel money from our
pockets to those of the Abeles
and Elliots.

If the pilots win their claim.
the gains will flow on o other
workera. If they are defealed,
and especially if they are defeat
od by union-bashing methods,
we will all e further behind the
eight ball

XACTLY 24 hours after

Paul Keating hrought down
a budget forecasting more frou-
ble ahead, the governm

hit by a $L7T hillion trade
That old slogan, “Don’t let

acquired a new urgency. Hidden
in the budget papers is the threat

Yes, the Treasury is forecast-

not enough 10 keep unemploy-

¢t the annual average will

ywih rates, which are unsus
{amable and which are causing

Jower annual rate by assuming A

y fall 10 4 sgperdeal is coming U

profits  ginee AWE includes the
that the bossES prmgps it stands (0 reds

ent was places sociALIST A

e —

Too much money has gone
into building high rise office
towers in the central business
districts. The result: a glut of
office space is on the way. The
big Melboumne Central project,
for cxample, has yet to find a
single tenant. Meanwhile invest-
ment in “tradeable goods™ sec-
tors — industries that can expott
and help fix the trade problems

— are far too low

So much
bosses I

for relyng on the
fixthingsi=And it
should Aefear iy 1he
budgeppass current ac-
imm% defic n‘)‘ il nse msgwa_;n4
fromilast years Gadmauc 2.

billic I ‘gkglms

billion™., Op : /
NG vicrorih

to a whop

HAT DOES the Labor g0-
yernment have in StOTE

the working class?
Keating has made (8% changes

will  stay l,,wwum_m\urcnunus

It seems clear that another
ip. The last

one was in exchange for a Wage
cut, There is no reasen to thinl

this one will be any different.

Average weekly eamings will

Ay than inflation

sc more skowly than 1 .
§ 5 the bosses

Ceating EXpects
:.Tl well ind inflation. High
morgage rates mean young oer
[meaWTErs :

/hat about the &
e, And wh L 1
, “no child will live
i J ory?” e budget does
b ma?’wu‘ this, elaiming that
\he gavernment solved the proo*
lem last April

(continued page &
CTION — PAGE S




asy for Namibia,

This country of nearly
450,000 sgquare kilometres has a
papulation little over a million.
Qver & century of imperalist
domination and capitalist devel-
opment has left the indigenous
peaple in poverty.

The average annual income
far blacks is only a tiny fraction
of that earned by whites.

In November Namibia will
elect its first “independent” go-
vemment. This is a cause for
celebration, but it should be tem-
pered by the knowledge that in
practice the country will still be
the prey of outside forces.

Germany launched the impe-
rialist conguest of Namibia,
claiming “South West Africa”in
1884. The original ethnic groups
of the region were carved info
fragments, with the prepond
ant Cvambos in the north being
split between Portuguese Ango
la and the new German colony.
South Africa seized the coun-
try from Germany in 1915, and
imposed an even harsher colon
ial rule. The blacks were forced
into bantustans and there were
the pass laws, contract labour
and apartheid characteristic of
Afrikaner rule. South Africa’s
main interest was in Namibia's
huge reserves of diamonds, ura
nium and minerals.

Ti;e South West African Peo-
ple’s Organisation (SWAPO) has
been fighting an independence

dgreements appear on the sur
face 1o have crowned their ef
foris with success. The settle
ment resulted from a carefully

contralled stabilisation  agree

the USA, the USSR and Britain,

of Cuban soldiers from A;

and reflected Gorbachey's desire

area. For the USA, it is

temp to build faith in the mowe
of di
pressure.

in the power

Angola border 10 rey
e el
ary camps. And some of then

ment. the terms of the

Cease

i mi:rzu Were so ambiguous
N's forces made no

allempt v stop the South Afri

an anmy killin, B

ng gucnllas,

h Aprl 1 timidate SWAPO activists.
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: Slmr_nh Africa comes out of the
Rk 1 e e :ﬁthm‘rlll_yum‘ﬂ It ended a war in
wais cosl
1t will keep a decisive economic
influence  over the
lthrm:gh its mining and manu
TR aeniihers Lt actunng companies. It wi 00
e Alrica be-  retain Namibia's onl d'!” 2
ajor power brokers: ter port at Wal ‘?‘i‘ B Sohna
alvis B

fishing, salt i
» - salt and manufactunng
The deal meant the removal  Mdustries. .

For its par /

s part, SWAPO has n
b i as met
::Ilr?quE Russia’s financial and with business leaders of DeBeers

itary commitments in (he ‘mdd’\:g‘“ BAICHERR ] 2

sured that

sations will occur”
halogue and subtle ec o marketsystem will prv

onomic el

I's not even c
o s even  certain
s m()u\:,“ Dot eren invited ‘l.lv'mm will succeed in the
iy F negotiations. The elections. The rules say you need
ln““m;.mlmus[gl.'n:mla:s were ex. 20 percent of the yote 1o be ahle
confused  when they '¢d¢ 1 the
were 0 re el

iold 10 return. across the o hli;ulh Alfrican parties like
e Democratic

liance are be
lary camps, And l cing assisied by the .
miceta bitler disappoint. 10521 police, who harass and in- ™

As well, y
i  Up 1o 100,000 whites
‘.ur-n-nliy living in South AI;\I\.‘J
i Sl (Av[r;“\:]l‘!;}ibd 0 vore. With only
A voters in Namib, <!
this could make an Impkﬂt‘klu T“rx"

== Namibia: still

prey to
Pretoria

The fact that Soy
corporations dominate o

|lfhm_w N CCONOmy opens wh
sibility of unnrdnul[”hCM
'I*LME‘\_‘H South ﬂ\lr’iLd i
Namibian worker e
common foe,

th Afrcg,

oy

N gy
S agding

And that's im
cause Namibia canng
free without the |j
South Africa itself, g

THAng, .
OF really
ation gp
o Zim.

A SWAPO guerilla surrenders to UN troops

amibian end alone
it 51 million a day

that

Turnhalle Al

ury bus operators in Johannes.
buirg plin to shuttle voters 1o and  £01 such a hostile response from
from the border town of Ar
amsvlei on the polling day

country The greatest benefit from “in

dependence” will be that domes
tic and rural workers will be
allowed 1o join trade unions, 1
which has  With the right 1o strike ;
has been a rapid
organisation among the
Iry’s miner
public servanis
led National Union of Namibian

Warkers ( r
no major nationali- — bineg g HUD) has a com.

nd a free 55000

There Arc segregated. The same ap
growth of union g

metal workers and

In
called a gencral sinke involving
muore than 600,000 people. Th
stike was in support of o mass
] I student baycont
constitution, And the  African military

near schools.

thu NUNW will be an impor
o J\Eur in the election cam
PAEN with union members
counting for one o
1ts disciplined network
stewards and activis
town will exey
beyond
membership

habwe, with a la

bwe, Arger econg,
finds it d It to avoid lradr:“
through South Africa’s rajly, i
and ports. L

Fhillip Whiteficlg

SOUTH AFRICA ;nf‘

It’s not much
better, sport

THE LATEST round of cricke
ters and rugby players visiting
South Africa has pres .‘|M:
been justified on the grounds
that racism is on the way out in
that country’s sport. E

iyone tempted (o believe
uld consider a few facls

Why then are th
mixed race) ar

Associations ot
« of SARB?

When SARB held ralks with
the African National Con;

ess il

its white members that all me
mory of it has now been buned,

ous  Craven
1petition is

Rugby's presti
Week hi

means little w

) the cricketing

I equivalent,
Nuffield Week

Blacks among the visil
uld  be honourary
it they could find this
status  doesn’t extend much
beyond the c el, A
few

players w
whites

ar of their hote

ago visiting West Indi
an cncketer Collis King was
kicked off a train becausc he

ated, but railway stations
have not

Richard Emer

e —

DEADLINES for the next 1ssuc
of Socialist Action: carly deadline
. 22 September, late deadline 6
October. Please send all contri-
butions to  editor's  home
address,

e =

MONSTRATORS cal
.;m sy want hread, n i

ggl]igarity’s prime minister
!h.’_’;’lr:c new gxwrrnn\ml for s
part claims iL can mect the de
mand for gconomic 1IMProve
In forming & coalition
with both the Palish 1 nited
Workers Party (the Commu
nists) and ils smaller satellites
(hey hope t@ drag the country
out_ of its malaise. Says Lech
Walcsa, “1 want to help the re
form wings of the Peasants P
1y and the Democratic P
aelinto government and answer
the call of the times.
Poland’s economy is in tallers.
It owes more than %300 billion
to the west, and industry relics
ated machinery. Inflation
is unning a1 150 pereent Pollu:
nd

{ion is at fghtening
| infectious diseases Il
A are rampant

The country's previous rulers
the PUWP, are col pletely
bankrupt, having made [
tempts to form a goverm
without  Solidarity
elections that were Ng
PUWPs favour.
Jaruzelski's electic
was only possible bec
leading members of Solidant
abstained, afier ele Commt
fists voted @

So the coalition became iney
itable, The PUWP needs Solid
arity to contam worker unrest
and sell brutal austenty mea
sures that all the parties see as
inevitable

I WOULD be a mistake to

i and’s  bu-
reaucratic ruling class has lost
power just because Mazowiecki
is prime minister. The PL WP
will control the army and police
Control of these ministrics was
enough to cement Communist
Party control coalition go-
vernments just after World War
Two.

They are also demanding for
eign affairs and the media. Giv
en they also control the presid
ency, it 15 clear they can step in
al any stage if things get out of
hand. In industry, where real
power lies, a vast army of bu
reaucrats control every aspect of
economic life.

The deal leaves Solidarity and
the Peasant Party to do the dirty
work, The Peasant Party gels
agriculture in a country plagued
by food shorta Solidarity

]
@

£
gets indusiry and labour in a

country plagued by low produc
tivity and with a militant work
ing class.

The deal is no better than
previous ones Solidarity rejected,
with its Senate leader Geremek

s bt 4 .
Walesa (left) and Mazowiecki: sitting on a powder keg

olidarity: freed to d

the dirty work?

jibing: “We werc offered the
Ministry of Debt, the Ministry of
Housing Shortages and the Min
istry of Bad Work

Solidarity will now find itself
ha to close unprofitable
plants, order layoffs and block
wage rises. It has already agreed

to restrictions on the to
strike strikes can only be
fter the UNION CONYVENES &
o5 “within a year”.

The new government must
sersuade people to work harder,
when they are so worn down
that most young people are only
interested in finding a way 10

Jierate. When asked about the

(eacher replied: “We're s0
tired, it really doesn’t maticr
what happens.

HE GOVERNMENT will

be looking for i jections of
US dollars. But the west will set
tough conditions. George Bush
<ees the Polish crisis as an op-
portunity to open the country
up o western economic influ-
ence. Bul western governments
ed 1o keep

top Polish econt i
If the west wanis to avoid an
open Tevolution in“l'nlnml. what
we meed is MONey.

Lech Walesa put it even more
pointedly when demanding
western aid: “We cannot wail
any longer. 1 am sitting on 8
powder keg.” ;
is used to containing ex-

i o In 1981, in the

plosions, thoug!

face of wiolent provocations
from the authorities, Walesa op
posed national protests, encou
raging the govemment (o £0 on
the offensive. By the end of the
year General Jaruzelski was
eady to declare martial law
During the years of repression
{he union'’s leaders moved right-
wands. They saw Solidarity less
as a militant workers movement,
and more a poliical eurent in-
dependent of 115 popular base.
Increasingly Walesa Jooked 10
\he church and to the west for
el
h\\‘;hm a new wave of worker
revoll_put the regimie on the
defensive last year Walesa's
cern was (o contain it, 1
alks with the g0
sation of

exchange for t
vernment and legall
Solidanty-

(ORTUNATELY, rank and
file Solidarity SuppoTiers
have ideas of their own.
In August dissidents within
the Il\u\:‘m\-nl formed @ y.mu‘u
alled “The £ eement on De-
w leclions” 10 OPPOSE
cies. They accused
of running Sohdanty mh‘m
- way #nd AUACKE
-mocratic way and @
Lur:“-h“;:ricu ises. Walesa has
agreed to. ThEY called for &
mass strike Wave-
This group =
cing strikes only £
:\:wL weapon”  but v\ut:’f;
\hemselves Are balder g L“
June and July {housands Went u\‘
strike over Wages ani pmr:‘ufnr
{he very ime Walesa was

tum

gl cautious,
¢ as an “uld-

5oclALIST ACTIO!

gratulating Jaruzelski on his
election to the presidency, sever
al thousand workers at the Paris
Commune shipyards in Gdynia
downed tools and 11,000 trans-
port workers paralysed trams
and buses in Silesia. AL the end
of June health workers ook to
the streets of Warsaw

When the parliament atiemp-
ted 1o brng in ant abortion
Jaws, Walesa supported  the
move. He was forced to refreat
in the face of a backlash from
union members and women who
set up street stalls gathening pe
titions in defence of their right to
choose.

Some dissidents are develop-
ing a deepet political under-
standing of the social system
\hey live under. Croups am
emerging who oppasc bath stal-
inism  and western-style
capitalism.

Inlli most_ promising 15 the
Polish socialist  Party/Deme=
cratic Revolution. The party has
branches in {he major cilies and
is active 10 the strike mwtl-
ments. Its student m.-mh:n_lmt
organised support 1aF stril =
and taken UP environmenia
1SSUeS.

There are alse signs of 2
workers' control mmzlmcmt:a
BTy e DR AR E
committees have Emyn; ki B
link up into inter
ifces across entire

dﬁ:e'fé. Lech Walsa may find
the pover **:ﬁmngh‘-
more explosive "~ Lz Ros
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me

i National Mutual held an executive
gl ;E:wz: |ast month. Managers from across
Australia were flown in for five dAYS of intensive

| ion, all the gers were blind-
Hggrrlnr‘;lfmw;:?md they were COWs and half were
Joid they were ducks. The cows had to moo and the
ducks had to quack. Moging and quacking under their
Blindiolds, the managers had to herd fogether with any
gihier managers making the same NOISE.

National Mutual management gave itself an BD%
pay rise last year Now we know why. It really is a
jungle up there al the top.

Your taxes at work
FRANK Moarhouse wrole
a book called Confe-
renceville about the ruling
class wank of conlferen-
ces. Now Price Waler-
house have discovered
| that there's gold in them
RIOTER thar halls.
| The trick is 1o pick a
| tapic of government poli-
| Bodgy bobbies cy of bumning interest 1o
- big business and hold a
LONDON poice have D9 ;
charged Hackney pholo- two day conference on it
grapher Simon Needham Charge $895 a head [tax
with incitement {0 ol He deductible, natch) 10 ex-
\ogk piclures of police ecutives fo attend, a_nd
beating up a man al an then get high-ranking
ant-Salman Rushdie Public servants 1o ad-
march. dress several sessions
for zileh. Bung on a few
:: cockiails, and pockel the
Bad trip difference s
APLANtoconductweek- _ In May it was “New
iy ips io Margaret Gommercial Opporiuni-
r Thalchers home fown lies in Defence Procure-
and lo spols she visted ment’. with speakers
s a schoolgirl was can- courlesy of the Defence
«called [ast month. No one  Depariment. Al lax relurn
turned up. lime it was a seminar on
company 1ax (and how to
Days of our lives gelnargunu it], with two of
i -« DURN i iohn Boucher's big boys
ang:zsmeaimmg': doing the honours.
Depufics in the Sovlel Of course, the public
Union, industrial output service nabobs bring an
declined 20% because entourage of lackeys (at
paople were enthralled by $995 a head from public
The TV rates B el cafers] to listen 1o the
machines. boss advise big business
Somehow we doubt on how lo legally milk the
thal the lelevising of Fed- public purse. And who

i 3
eral Parli pays for Price Water-
S ;ﬂ?!:émq:::m‘: houss's nice litle eamer?

sams impact l:lr':;lin. from every bloody

the original (Henderse

The Budget

| mated that BO0000 chilgrey 1€ BOvernment

line.  The

. dodged the issue by cha (ronically, howeve
the definitions. [nh)Apnl r:gﬂs i

ml! iner I'mrheu:fwre fixed at ha;: fallen away.)
20 percent of the marrieq | Y0U Would think
Tale 1
mm would be delighted
L pmh!m sulved! But
o vemment's p o
a quarter 1o a &
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THE
| ECONOMY _n" these 800,000 children abov

line.

As for youth, the budgei offers
{rom page 3) $100 million over four years for
| : welfare measures, but §64 mil
! When Hawke made that fau. lion in one year alone for TAFE.
‘ mm‘tmm_ bodies like the Not that we're against spending
| itute of Family Studies esyy.  ™OMEY 00 TAFE, but the

t l main concem
were living below the poverry 15 19 Provide a better flow of
government  has  SEiled labour 1o employers VeMme

extra skilled labour
payments for low-income ang  2*2Uble, the demand for it will

the new bench budget, but as usual
mark. more, Usual they wanted

In particular they
¥ complained
about the new tax arrangements b

On the tube
THE BAD news from Ru-
mania is that there is only
one slar on Aumanian tel-
evision ... President Nico-
lai Ceaucescu. The good
news is that TV is only
broadeast for two hours a
day.

Unhappy Hooker
POOR George Herscu
The Hooker Caorporation
down the gurgler, and his
own company in liquida-
fion. He could do with
some cash

Maybe his okd male
Russ Hinze will help him
out  Aher all, George
“lent’ Russ $100000 in
late 1983, which was still
unrepaid at the time of the
Fitzgerald Inquiry.

By one of those coinci-
dences that abound in
sunny Queensland, the
loan was made just when
George was having trou-
ble with Brisbane City
Council over an access
road 1o his Sunnybank
Shopping Centre. In 1985
the Council okayed the
changes that George
wanted

Spring quiz

Pain in the neck
WHEN you've got it, flaunt
il Remember the National
Gallery function whare
Alan Bond showed off his
Van  Gogh painting
‘Iises” and modestly
compared himself o the
great arlist?

Qur spy at the night
tells us that amongst the
guests, Bandy was
what upstaged by Sydney
sharemarket  hucksler
Rene Rivkin. Rivkin wore
a bow tie made of solid
gold

Hasn't anyone lold La
bor's favourite slockbrok
er that conspicuous
sumption went oul with
Imelda Marcos?

WHO said aboul dealing with student protests, “If il
lakes a bloodbath, let’s get it over with. No more

appeasement.”
a. China's Deng Xiaoping in

1989

b. Korea's Chun Doo Hwan in 1888
€. Australia's John Dawkins in 1987
d. America's Ronald Reagan in 1970

e All of the above

Answer to Spring quiz

It was Ronald Reagan in 1970. Yep, the same Ronald

Reagan who

id “You cannot massacre an idea

when China crushed student protests in June

m) poverty

the bosses

with 1I The hosses can stop worryi
"™ These tax changes .J!?tul;:lz?ll]s&l
Eive-aways to industry,
b dget papers forecast
J ieluhl decline” in the
mployers’ profit share, a share

with new
and the by

that make tiny inroads into their

The previous sysiem of de
fact is  [cmed payments meant they got
1o hang onto that money langer
and o w.;‘\[ J‘n effect the go
as been giving the
when the DUge, interest free il‘MH‘:‘LN;!L]i‘;I‘E
becomes  “hile wage carners pay as we
ij and nobody feels sorry for

theyll have to pay the bulk of
their taxes 15 days

of the financial ‘year, with the
rest payable nine months later

ter the end

—_
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May we
you? LT

WE'RE doing far gy
than has beepn dang ha
any other CONSErYative
GaVEIMment in ihe pasi»
s past

relationg

‘I'M A bad candidals

because, should | nn I

would be seen as acin,

out of ambition and |y

nol ambitious.
i

on no

IT MAY be unpopular byl
the stigma of having 3
bastard baby needs 1o be
inroduced.  Single par.
enls account for 60% of
our housing list in Exater,
Life as a single parent 5
not nearly unpleasan
enough.”

— Dr Adrian Fiogers of ine
1sen

| DON'T understand why
some people want to re
move Pol Pot It is Irug
he's made some mis
takes in the past bul now
he's leading the fight.

— Deng Xiaoping in 1964

IF THEY want o stay
why should they arbriranly

fo staff

WE HAD a long discus-
sion about the need for &
moral and spiritual awak-

“

which was recently described as

profits. Under the new system, “bloated” by Keating himsell.
Richard Emerson

. — ~OVER STORY

The conservatives are still getting their act together, but as Rick Kuhn explains, its only a
: matter

of time til We cop

A very Liberal dose

INCE 1983 Australia’s conserva-
Slile parties have been MEss.
John Howard, Andrew ‘u_l'k and
llnrl Sinclair couldn’t n_ﬂrl their usual
supporters. the capitalist (!“.\\‘. a

ternative to the Lahor Party.
radually getting thei

ropether. To understas d ihe emerging cot

valive altermative
qure of the political partie

we necd 1o und

na
These party
refleeting the political incor
i ftalist inte

themselves. G
many ways Alor

manu facturi

ample
hanking. They can
{heir. size, their prodit
pomte headquarters are
abroad

The diversity of capitalist ter

diffieult { single voice
presses the views of cap
modern industrial s

1
organised F
The conservative p
branches and indive
than the affiliation of
with business or,
their own bureauc
soaiations, the Libera
not directly subser
politicians need Lo v
conservative parties have some i
But unlike the ALF
stantial source of fund
wl

ntary systems h

wield econor
the predecessors of the Liber \
Nationalists and the United Australia Party

was handled by con Smen
such as the National Union ir

Consultative Council in NSW

The existence of these organisations limited
the parties’ freedom of action, so the Libs now
control their own funds. Bul apart from coi
tributions { the Electoral Commission and
is State counterparts, these are largely from
business.

Small business and the scll-cmp!

well represented inside the party (al
the occasional worker member), t

members of the ¢

lawyer and accou mates. John Elliott
chiel of Elders and President of the party. 15
the prime example. So while some business
heavies like Alan Bond may lean to Labor, the
Liberal and National Parties are (he parties ol

the capitalist class.

OB MENZIES scemed (o be in office

for ever, Bul the 1970s the Liber-

als lost their way, partly due to failed
eeonomic theories.

During the 19505 and 1960s the conservit

. Just as much as Labor, thought (hat

Keynesian economic policies could crisis-

proof the economy. If the economy fumed

wernment could boost i1s own

shin rates, and all

BeNGe RICH 1S LiKE
HAVING WORMS...

unfiation took off, a cutin  Iabour marke! :
her interest As the Liberals develope
o

x hl

ow on academic 1
Wi they drew on academic

he economy : \
y went But Keynesian methods — expenente

1 ring the boom  included 1
ever really tested durn
i 1y £ el The  Institutes of P9

Nichols 5¢

; of some right Win
liked the way

B
or both shifted

rd Labor b e
prg response  amms) went 083 ;
et They were even mored

his massive increase in pu

ives

ive side we

saw the enx
While Bob H
vere uilerly counterpose
uni Similarities. Bohsaw wa

the most effective way 10 boostpro

Fraser was a fan of
y novel
Yei he tume

author of tack!
markel rhetone
spender In practice:
Jjon deficit

hence growth : i
; or parties also agreed that inered I\
i jmprove economic €%
on market foree

ik FRASERapprosch
et rhe

Greater relid I
ay of restraint

ficiency
seemed a W
(hrough balanced budgets and

et 108!
seclor, forcing govemmen .
ector, forcing e e

The main difference

T kepubic  AudraEanBOTRE Ly
i hape up- welfare spending

iness. | 0

¢ for Foli
hlic Affairs and the HR.

{ing 1o W

he Menzies Y&rs

wages and.  (hose of the tert Lo,
g politics othe

rannel

19805 has been P"_I?"':'wu,wl Refations Bureal

Wheir policies.
s, the Thatcher

nd various think-tanks™. These

icy Studies. the

1 they saw as
I govemments.
Ronld Reagan

air traffic controllers’ unicm.
Wlic spending (on
¢ the idea of small govermn-

isappointed wilh

1 Rand, right wing
nd he loved free

4 out 1o be o big

Jeaving behind 8 510 hil-

ombine free
aslod e

achvislo b
toric V10 POEEE g sl

e i
AL ang  pockets O SRR G long it

u, which at-

3 c< during the g e Tailed. The
conservalive parties A he pace e osed shops. el
e cuts, a0 o smiasl S it oM
abic hov D EEtg ulu'nr\mn(t Qi |E'i‘_'r|tk‘dml.(lt EP Acls directed a;.a'l,h‘m sue-
y deregulation 18 JERR iRy were miore SUC
of induslcy "Lnl‘lfl o e formoreconfTon Ly public Servants
petition. The Liberals €2 e eguluted G SHTNEY

unions, and for

tation with the socuLIST ACTH




[ cessfil in weakening unions, but alse helped
i 1o radicalise public servanis. Fraser’s union
] pashing was fairly ineffectua! compared with
t Menzies Penal Powers of the Hawke
‘ Govemment's carve up of the BLF.
|

Like Thatcher, a Liberal-National govern
mient would encotrage the cOT8érvilive Wine S
SETVative wing
T s et | SOCIAUISTMY Acrion
greater penalties apainst indusinal action :
115 1S not a program which the maost intel- HAT “‘ E
1 Australian bosses will go for at STAN
Accord is widely recognised as the D FOR
most ¢ffective way 1o hold down wages ai g
rhers have considerable poten | S0Cialism
{ ining power. Now is not the moment
I_\Il. m,..‘\\ employers want a show down with WB"‘I"‘ for socialism: the crealion of
e unions. a classless society in which th
8 econo-
mrowth { MY Wil be democratically p\anneﬂuagd

aring policies which will make | 98CiSIONS aboul economic and social
pitalist class if there is 4 deep life. Countries like Russia and China are

He only survived into \he 1980s because of
e resoues boom, which erealec 3 tem-
| porary and somewhat artificial prosp<nty. But
the boom led fo 3 wage push by the unions,
which showed the working class was stll
srong. The end of the boom hrought a new

dsis, which rapidly undermined
the govemment s economic sIRIeEY.

Unemployment soared and the rate of profit
reached a record postwar low.

From 1980 Liberal MPs like John Hyde,
| Peter Shack and Jim Carlion hegan fa take frec

| markel ideas more seriously. They became
more and more critical of Fraser. and formed

Bul the current phase of econ

! {he “drics” fagtion, bureaucratic class societies, and have
| ‘The riew right’s influence grew with the Ty Move into nathing in comman with real socialism
| |943-83 recession. While Fraser floundcred and the conser-

Bob Hawke shified Labor politics 10 the nght.
This gave added weight 1o the Liberal right.
for only their “dry” weas offered a strategy

pawer, we would be Revolution, not Reformism
acks on the
2 oneveryone who
isn’t a parasite like Peacock or Hewson,

Of course there is a quile

We are revolutionaries. The eipe-
rience of Labor in power has shown the
bankrupicy of attempls [0 finker with the
5 existing eapfalist system. The capitalists
<ibility. The current EConoMic siualion 1s so will niol allow a peacelul, parliamentary
complex and frustratng - road io socialism. Their stale is a weapon
win office even before the of class rule, and must be smashed.
next recession. They would be in office

distinct from the ALP's

New rightist Jeffry Babb suid of the mid-
[980s: “It is quite clear that the Hawke
Government has done far more to implement
the neoconservative agenda than the Fraser
Govemment did." The Accord was beller at

servatives coul

eutting wages and, to some extent, in en- - = iy without r which their policies A Mass Workers' Party
couraging the restructuring of Australian in- Marching against Frases are designed
- i : e designed. e Nick GreinerinNSW, ey § i wdn ot naedx iRt A
o There followed a crisis of confidence among— some - o b St A ] The working class cannot make a reval:
the Liberals” key supporters. As Jenni He Some of these coincided with a bal nce of  would no doubt take a harder line than Hawke {  yon through spontaneous upheavals The
e o enni Hewett  they 2 e Grsis, and the upions may have been on ! dustrial relations, welfare spending and ) hosses are organised and we need 10

(‘NF'M“ 'N "M:;J;‘ R'::""";’: m'}:“:‘rkk;:)_"“J :i"l- ! whose formalive expe intimidated by forecasts of economic doorm the size o public sectar, but their policies | - organise 100 Today we work lo buid a
inthe past few years, W ot he) i upted  an they reflect conflicts beiweel But in any case the union aspur would still be moderated by having 1o deal | stronger revolutionary movement out of
wv ,ElNr et meiimaliaEd :"' ROLIS it etk the ruling class. with Pe 1o the right within the Liberal part with a union movement not yet frg y | the siruggles being waged on the job and
oty .m!. Al .: ! I. er;ufh. opposi hee being yse to manufacty d So the Liberals, despite contit wernal @ surge in unemploy ment around soc-all prolesl 1ssU@s. T_umorro:)
) W E 7 e ek iy, small business has le much of the new divisions, have been moving consistently What is increasingly clear is that the con- we musi creale @ mass workers’ party
Hf" D . ” m‘,,. Ui Vgeiferons dnd organised  mining ac d some rural industries rishiwards, and are now gaining canfidence servatives represent a credible alternative | '&ad the struggle for socialism.
;unn"r::-\lw 18 against g ' .\\\ ile Pe k won a personal They promise lo slash govermnme t spending for the bosses, for the first time in u‘drx.!n ;nrema.'ionaﬁtm i
party machine has continued to ¢ o wocitl security and to attack the influence  the class struggles ahead “E“H‘m‘ﬂ‘ﬁh\!-"“ s ¥
- rength of the “dres”. A strug of unions. That 1s not 10 they wani 1o have {wo serious enem the open cham- intemationalists. The working
HE LIBERALS needed anew political und rian Liberal machine in 9K sa Jiterally smash the union 1 ent.anymore  pions of the bosses once again stand c\::::;;a |:a|' countries, and the sirg-
economicprogram,butthe processofwork-  TiEhiwing lnwye : {han Maggie Thatcher has done in Britair alongside their Labor Party defenders: Gle o socialsm knows 1o alena el

ing it out has been protracted and painful. Presider

Malcolm Fraser's successor Andrew Liberal Party
Peacock was deposed in 1985 by his deputy
John Howard 0 i

i within @ single count Jt must be spread
How the bosses organ.se C;I nIL:; :oSn!nas or it will fafl. For these
reasons we are ot building & wuﬁl:ﬁi

‘ [ \calia’s largest companies. the 0 measures i

John | This was a move towards
drier” politics. Howard purged “wels'

OUR RULERS orga

diie portfolic
eluding lan McPhee who hankered after the

Peacock s coup. Peter Costell who! and even informal i “hig 507, was apparently crucis Qnly under

Tedime g uf er Costello, whi . Govem- Y nst others, OnlY

| Hee s of the 19605, from his  to prominence as a barrister in the union or charily organisations can be important.  Bul the experience of the Hawke :-W.T- D"e|cu.:ggo;g:;mcw\ B e b an @

| 25 |mmn:\ in 1987. Buthis own program was  ing Dollar Sweels case and other dries Interlocking directorships provide infor- ment has €7 ed 1o agair It.u‘mlzln‘ U I\_ :;n:«:Tanﬂ \he threal of nuclear war, and
e 7 n. Dissatisiz th the peror

| preseleetion aver wet parliamentarins itV teyiorks organisation. Disseut Hc “;I.\num\‘:‘QnN an end 10 the ® puse of e environment

In 198K he wied 10 side ste

ep the problem of  tona
i, . coon : c 4 Ex.
l If yov dont Subscribe omic policy by appealing to racism This  Ex-National Farmers Federation |ed fer lin

: + of businessat the 19
But formal organisations count the most mance of DUSINEs: Business

i cel up the " f i
mit led the “big 50" 10 SRV e ) Liberatiort from Oppression

did have some popula Employer org :
o ] popular appeal, but it was  MeLachlan did the same in § h Ausi iployer organisations pursue the inIerests Council of Australia and the I
‘ 4o fheir politics damaging 10 Asian trade and the business o ,,'L.|.,,”“\,l" -I\suf:.’::-\”- uhun.‘- defe of different types of employers, regarding  Bankers' Assocition. ‘Farmers' Federation We fight for liberation and agains! the J
I Subseribe +o ours I m“f:‘m“ﬂ F;"ilmm. diidcauged funther  wiet Senator Chris Pupli LI-'muh»mm. 1 % govemment policies (protection, regulations, gl Master ‘Builders and the Me! Trades In (- ression of wom,%ﬂaﬂ%nﬂgramﬁ\ §
CeRER ator Chris Puplick for the 1x) and their employe 1 cond Allol ih S
3 N slot on the NSW seral Senate tickel ployees (wages and condi dusiry Associalion " g g and gays- The
| III: p;ﬂ'\.l;,:;m,‘"g'“" has led 10 major con- |rnn‘hl:‘H\ m: T -I--M.l\‘u\\l .';".'u'-.f'i.f‘nu. “';‘m 5&‘"‘“ cover small groups of producers  The Australian Federbot of l-w-r':“.“‘\‘ “|'_‘l are used 10 u::wd; ";annf-‘;';';“l g':ls*;m ot
s In 1987, Joh Bjelke-Peterse it oA i who make the same p le wider ¢ e e CAL Iuincluded | fony against them ¥
1 en tned 10 v b N el cE e 3 same product, while wider or <et upin 1986 as arival tothe o vement
Soctaust L et i T it L e s e e e a0t | S s O e |
‘ conservative voters with the lack of R T e e stance. Since SeC Metal Trades Indusiries Association, who g e ehamber of CommerTe: but has | They can only be € 2 i
| cT"ON = MHEmaulye 10 | abor ThE o I_c .};’L\ herent: ness were reasonably happy with the Hawke e pmh‘l i ss0ciatio; Australian C rj,m\1 e ‘. B o buiding ocialism. :
| - £ or ush  Governme e css energy 1017 - €M subsequently declinec
| y failed, but it brought hame to the Libe ‘P 4 vernment, they devoted less E1ELE Then again they're organised by size: the R || e ils declining support: & Ay s e s
issues & iR ey dotoe ralsand  fluencing the Liberal Party Business Ci eflec « down 1ls OPETE: gam[mAcfm
i 7 issues 513 spetate the situation was This lelt the field more open to the idecl e v lin brings together 989 the CAI decided s BRC ppprgi | 5 A it ton. 12 10
i v 8 ch iief exceutives of the largest compor | become sa divided 012 | We are ¢ Soch 1 int
At e cal right and . sections of capital Wb 5 the largest corpord-  tions. It had bec - up with & world: the po!
Address £ W““_.Fl\m_irwl’umhm rsmall-  back ‘w‘:" nd those sections of c4p "‘\"“ . while the Ausiralian Small Business — policy questions that it couldn’t come UF :'m good msllﬂlklﬂgMaDI:“‘;‘me and propa:
ol mw&il’fﬂ‘m*hmemhh retunto The passivity of the ACTU and In ssociation targets small employers aherent positions. So all W e B il oy &2 3
Ka i was nota X - P ot W z = s aking
v rmwﬂ)up'leﬂuwﬂ\f&’ﬁé,f‘ﬁﬂ'f"f“’"““' leaders generally tn the face of antidf Sommon hostly o the Whitlam Govern industrial relaions bady aking
ey e i new n_ght were critical of man cm ﬂ\hal\ !he altacks by the extreme right 1so helped lu‘m; "\ltmm_l financial problems during Ihe  apainst Wage rises. 1 advocale o | m
e L mchnmmtng[mﬂuupcumkyu_h"‘“ polkies,  crease the right's prestige. There was ! o o0, mergers amonigst employ ! ronically, the most \he ALP. That for 3 betier word, SOC
mu:_::;'lz'“"“‘“'ln& keystone of his 1987 election cam, ichwerethe palling collapse of the unions during '": l:‘:ﬂntmna and encouragement from the employer inf in now posses’ OTEAN" of the nQnLHII’Ims“m
Sociint Attion The divisions inside the Lgbf:f‘"hl_ SEQEB power workers' struggle of 1983, 10 o F‘l Pany inspired the formation of the W Id be a problem for 'mwnnt:\yhigsﬂ joln us today!
pro-Howard and pro-Peacock forces il o Dollar Sweets, Mudginbem {onederaion of Australian [ndustry in lu77. isations, except that it 320
es reflect  Robe River, pressure for a single peak council from 2 problem for the workers. PAGE 9
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) NEUFthrrrmarkshle
events of the 1980s has
heen the rehal ilitation .of
that long-disgraced and dis-
credited institution: the free
markel.
“Iheepressionofihe 1930s had
hrought home 1o capitalists and
economisis alike just how dis
astrous “markel failures” could
be. The achievements of govem-
meni-led war egonomies ‘dulmg
the 19405, and the growth of both
Russian and western economies
in & planming frames ork after the
war, persuaded most people that
the government should inlervene
1o fix up market failures
On the left, full-blown
nationalisation and central plan-
ning was taken for granied as (he
first siep toward socialism. W hile
even conscrvative govemments
happily adminisiered siale run
steel industries and car com
panies.
The crisis of the 1970s pul an
end 1o all that
The Soviel economy entercd 3
“stagnation era” despite gigantic
Jevels of investmen. In the west.
mass unemployment became a
part of everyday life and profits
fell. And as that happened, new
rightwing ideologies began 10
dominate economic debate.
Behind the stolid facade of
Brezhnev's “socialism” the ex
peris began demanding a tum to
free market mechanisms, and in
the west the disciples of Millon
Frieuman ran rampant,

HE CRITICS pointed out

some serious weaknesses
Ilmm:lpil&lim‘swimnf\iwjm
big public enterprises and govern-
ment planning. Because these
structures insulated individual
workplaces from the direct dis-
cipline of the markel—because
they didn't have to make a profit or
g0 broke—inefficien! operations
were not improved or weeded out.

Within workplaces and even
whole industries, workers were
able to build up entrenched posi
tions, Management might be per-
suaded 1o go along with this, in
order 1o make life easier. In
Australia, for example, the highly
protected maritime indusirics
were strongly unionised and
workers had quite good wages
and conditions,

Even in Russia, where real
unions didn't exist, informal ar
rangements on the job meant
workers could compensate for
lousy pay and conditions by not
:torkmg unnecessarily hard

They pretend to pay us,” wem

the joke, “and we pretend to
work.”

In the 1970s the frec market
ideologisis began 1o point oul
what a drain this situation was on
national economies. As 1he
economic crisis of the times
more pressure on each econor
to compete, govemnments b
to swing rightwards.

By the 1980s the world was
gripped hy massive privatisation
of govemnment cnterprises. Th
not sold off were “comme:
cialised”, and had to compele on
their own. Everyonc
everywhere, had to be compen
tive.

n

-

Rightwingers, east and wes!
elaim the market is superior, be
cause il rewards hand work
initiative, and does away with red
fape. The consumer gels better

service and the economy grows

hey say. But it's not hard to

knock a few holes in these argu
ments.

ES, the lash of competition will
drive you to produce efficient-
Iy, and some ged rich. But efficient
al producing what? For whom?

McDonalds are awesomely effi-
cient, but the main result is a lot
of stomach aches.

And  while individual
enterprises may beefficient, com.
petiion makes them operate at
Eross purposes. Melbourne and
Sydney are cumemtly watching
building firms put up skyscrapers
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with breathtaking speed, but there
are foo many and it's no secrel
that some of them will not getany

Competition can be destructive
in other ways, oo, Reportin

cooperative threw sior
moving buses belonging

goosebermries under their tyres ™
One of the most dishonest argu

ments of the free-marketeers (s

that they're against govern

capitalism is a system of monop

A tiny minority has a monog
conirol of finance, the factories,
access to elite schools and key

dustries where there are lots of

ally weed most of them
s

Karl Marx remarked, *
capitalist always kills many

LLIN all, the free marked” is

from the failures of government

ownership and planning,
Unless it is democr

run economy is no more efficient

than the market. Each has 11s

different
bureauc

acks, for example

But ironically they somelimes
ve the . whacks, o, In
fifties, the Communist Pary
\ustralia pointed out theabsu

the Hume High

1 plar ey o
ree of these features. Yet L
year Moscow News reported thal

of the huge quantities of meat
shipped into Moscow from

provinces, on order from the
central planners, 760,000 tons
are taken right back to the ré

gional towns by shoppers who
come into the capital on shop
ping trips!

can (hey make st h
ridiculous mistakes? Their intor
mation is limited, and they are fed
¢ information by enterpre

ging the \mrl\f‘r-
ch factory, farm o office
into a de oeratic pl \_N
process can we make planning
wark bettcr than the markel

Tom O Lincalt

INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

Dockyard occupiers show that

it pays to fight

THE 1600 workers of Cock-
sland Dockyard have
ended their heroic strike and
tion.

"a:jlﬁmr regular weekly meet-
ing on 18 r\ug‘mll the; ed by

ajority 10
of a $300 honus per worker for
finishng the two Oberon Class
gubmanne refits oW half-done,
then two wecks' pay for every
Jear of service, and a promise of
“negotiations about the island’s

Only one week previously
they had knocked back a "','”"'“
offer. But the sirikers were final
Iy worn down by their isolation
" The NSW Labour Council
played wreacherous  role
\hrouphout. Following an initial
weak statement of support the
Labour Council kicked the strik
crs in the teeth at their Junc
mass meeling by directing them
1o refurn to work

At subsequent Labour Coun-
cl meeting, Cockatoo workers
and their supporte jed for a
general stoppage, but these sug-
gestions were Squ: shed by the

The sympathy of most rank
and file workers for the strike
was never in doubt Financial
collections always gol encour
ing support, and the loud
cheers on the July 25 “Day of
Oulrage” were reserved for the
Cockatoo unionists, But the kind
S i —

4_A:—

of solidarity strike action that
could have brought them victory
never materialized

Maritime  Services  Board
workers stopped work for 24
hours in support of Cockatoo
and the waterfront stopped for
48 hours. But without more
general action by the unions,
these were never much more
than token events

T'he strike and occupation on
the island remained solid and
well organised throughout, but
the workers remained effectively
marooned on their island

Labor’s new Industrial Rela-
tions Commission held off for
quite some time before picking
the most damaging moment to
intervene. Towards the end of
the strike it threatened to Impose
fines on the occupiers This
threat, which the Labour Coun-
cil burcaucrats had virtually in
vited the IRC 1o make, was a
major factor in the vole

The ACTU had also inter
vened by playing soft cop to the
IRC’s hard cop. Bill Kelty's mob,
Wl smiles and reasonableness,
sromised 1o “go n and bat” in
nesotiations on behall of the
workforce provided  they
ended the strike.

The closure of the dockyard
will leave most of the workforee
contemplating a bleak future
Many are over 50, and their
skills are not 10 demand
elsewhere

_ When they sa 4

fighting 1o n’\’-u'\d. usl m:j‘w“fm.
g

!I'tald(y' hﬂ\ll,rannnrkgd [..a,s,::;

o Ke

turn irl‘?.mnﬂ'?‘r"I :hl' L i

naires. No doulat we'l soo

hearing  about gty s In
a  lourist-led

recovery,

The retum to work means the
warkforce will complete the last
two submarine refits. After that
the govemnment has nothing to
fear, and even less reason to
negotiate.

Nevertheless the occupation,
with its 24-hour organisation, s
something the dockyard workers
can be justly proud of They
were offered nothing at first, and
they won something because
they were prepared to fight
There is a lesson in that for every
workplace.

The shutdown of the dock-
yard is closely tied to the needs
of Australian impenialism. Since
the Vietnam war, the US is less
keen on large scale troop de-
ployments i Asia, and this
means our rulers want a stronger
independent military force to as-
cert their interests in the region.

The 1987 Dibb Report called
for a more mobile strike force,
and this means a new class of
submarines based in Wester
Australia. There, they will be
closer 1o where the action is
Asia, the Middle East and
Africa

Sabre-rallling s _becoming
more popular in Canherra. The
recent {I|I?rdt'mll Kangaroo ex-

tmhmsfmg $28 million, was
0 ¥ a rehearsal for an i

sion of Indonesia, fust In e
radical nationalists come 1o

COMPO w
“Going up”
say lift
workers

SYDNEY'S lift mechanics have
been on strike in support of a
claim for top-up workers' com-
pensation inSUrance, an increas-
ingly vital issue now Greiner's
compo  legislation  has

e -

Despite government threats
and pressure from their union
officials, 1300 members of the
Electrical Trades and Metal
Waorkers unions stayed out for
three weeks, while 1300 Tifis
went out of action.

A frustrated Nick Greiner
threatened to investigate ways of
having them sued if accidents
resulted from faulty lifts.

The mechanics’ absence was
sorely felt, especially in multi-
story buildings. Th daily press
ran a series of features about
improving your fitness by run-
ning up stawrs, but not (o many
people were convinced. In some
buildings, workers won agree=
‘ments from employers that ime
spent waiting for \ifts counted as
work.,

The mechanics arc back at
work but the fight goes on. The
two unions have voted to join
the building unions’ industrial
campaign around the issue. Ln-
forfunately, that campaign is
currently on A back bumer.
Threats by Greiner 0 heavily
penalize any emplayer who
ees 10 (0P Ups have led the
union officials to accepL B mo-
ratorium on industrial action-

Top up. deals are already wi-
despread in NSW. 200 compace
jes have taken oul policies sinee
1987, and the recent \'.mem%n
fy building unions !uu‘u! anoth 4
er 300 1o 5igA UP- Employers "m'“
now looking for prhn]egimi“;_
compo Jegislation that w1 Luimx
ble them 1@ meet unm(n_\ 1S
while dodging

enaltics
pkkhu all, tp-up
only costs building

Sreiner’s

[

dustrial

adieh _ Eris Harmison
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nproletariat”.

In 1893, at the age of 23, she ,
atrended the Congress of the
Socialist Inemational and ook
original and independent posi-
tions on the issucs. In the course
of her political carcer she par-
ticipated in (he great uphca\'a.'\s- l
fhat shook the Russian empire in
1005, defended a revolutionary
perspective within a socid ist

movement moving toward refor:

mism, and launched a new Ger-
man revolutionary movement

after World War 1.

1
Tt was no wonder her contem-
porary Franz Mehring later

remarked: “There is no doubt that
the finest brain amongst the
scientific successors of Marx and
Engels was Rosa Luxemburg.”
At ihe 1893 Congress. Luxem-
burg stood up against the ac-
cepled view that every socialist

must call for the independence of

Poland. Concerned (o combat
pationalism among Polish
workers, she demanded the right
10 oppose this call. Her stand led
1o amajordebate with Lenin, both
sides of which can be read with
profit even today

From that year on she lived in
Gemmany, where she confronted
the reformism rife within the
huge German Social Democratic
Party. One of its leaders, Eduard
Bernsicin, argued that the
developmem of capitalism was
paving the way for a parliamen-
tary road to socialism.

UXEMBURG replied in her
ipamphlet Reform or Revolu-
tion”. She pointed out that the dif-
ference between reformisis and
revolulionaries s not just a
Terence inmethods, but also in i

“Legal reform and revolution
are ot different metheds of ob
laining social progress, like hot
and cald dishes at the buffer of
history.. They are different firc-
tars in the develepmeni of class

v, factors which condition
and supplement each ther, bur ar
the same fine are antithetic 1o
edch orher,

“Therefore whoever chonses
the path of legal reform as a sub-
stitute for.and in contradiciion fe,
the conguest of palitical power is
ot chovsing w more peaceful
slower path 1o the same aim, byt
is choosing « different aim al-
tagether.”

Reformists end up seeing
rﬂ‘om‘u Aasanend in itsell, so they
accepl the assumptions of

capitalism: basses controlling the
wark, workers selling them their
labour. For Lusemburg reforms
Were imporiant, but their greatest

T THE age of only 16.
Luxemburg was

the leader and theorefician
m revolutionary party. 'lhe
Polish left organisation

Rosaalways took as her starting
point the idea that workers trans.

gle. She learnt from the 1905 Rus

struggle, the more their ideas are

conditions led (o demands for a
new form of society. This is be
cause 8 mass strike lets workers
feel their collective strength. An
they are not just confronting in
dividual employers, bul also the
state. This raises the question of
whose interests are served by
govemments, the police and the

portance of mass action con-

trasted sharply with the top-down
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Luxemburg's Spartakists battle Reichswehr troops in 1919

The revolution’s
living flame

value lay in the fact that in strug-
gling for them, workers begin 10
see the nature of the system and

i and increasingly con-
tive, she tended to emphasis
the element of spontaneity in the
revolutionary process.

While she always insisted that
party organisalion was essentia
she was unable 1o find her way ©
the conception of the party that
Lenin developed: a fighting van

ard organisation that gave
Lion (0 mass struggles, rather
than stifling them.

In 1910 the German party split
inio a reformist group which was
adopling policics in
Genman imperialism, a centre
roup which leaned 1o parliamen:
tary methods, and a revolutionary
£F0Up led by Luxemburg

When World War | broke oul
the partly leadership voted in sup
port of the war, and Luxembu
and her supporters were isolated
She spent most of the next four

ars leading her small band from
Pnson, denouncing the war in
EVEry way possible:

A hundred thousand kilos of
bacon, coffee substintes—imme-

upport of

diate detivery! Profits are rig,
as prolerarians fall. Aud iy

each one sinks a fiehter for 11,
for the
ure

The madness will coase b
the bloody product of hell comer.
end only when 1

1ken from their

ln
Warkery

i
rkers of the World Unjrer”

FIII LOWING the Russian
evolution of 1917, Luxen.

burg ed on German workery
and soldiers o follow the lead of he
Russians and overthrow Gernyn
capitali But with the Social
L1

ight wingers and without a

separate party of herown, she could

he social

oined forces with ik
the Kaiser’s army 10 ¢
1 which 1€
Berli Thousands of workers

nd on 13 January 1918
X g and her close
arms Karl Liebknecht

ter French workers

he Paris Commune,

alist history, the
jon” as Clara Zetkin
Her theoretical in

50C

sights began from the pi
that “the | tion of

task of the workers

Edlla Ward

e s

Autonomous Workers Union was
founded and published open let-
ters 1o the people and the govem-

lis public launch to ok place a
month later in Tienanmen Squire
hefore half a million people. This
did not proceed without difficul-

Initially the union’s spONsOrs

, meeting nearby in the

{actories, offices and cons

came inio the streets at n .
NHE UNION aimed (o be the

LCH WAS the public picturc.
But behind the scenes, worker

s0

iners in Tangshan. The working class represents the

vantage of the turmail to lanch
struggles for their own interests,
economic and political.

During the “Democracy Wall®
movement of 1978-81 workers
yed a leading role and 1 ied o
ablish independent unions,

generally on Poland’s

ly & soch
was not
bureauci

e grip of &
class,

recent upris
inj for reform led
som s to new political in-
sights. The Bei AULONDMOuS
Workers Union produced adocu-
ment analysing the wode of ex
ploitation according to the
method taught by Karl Marx in

ny of the activists of
pendent unjon probably

o i Tienanmen Squarc, many

.:l\H s survived the rriassacre and

amesl.

In the & nath of the mas-

e strikes swept e country

nd transport)
posts [0 support
While the mov

1, workers have i 1 faste
cedom and of their own
power. The leaders arc alive. The

_n.l-\N\»AiII have
ssons: (e
atjon, the dangers
on Lhe more Tiberal
the Communist
ers have

tant 18
pendent @
{n relying on
ps within
he strength work
ey decide 0 fight
means thul\}hlm
s il N

factio
iy,

This in urm %
the .lrnga'ﬁ m‘t’.‘:“mmwlk—
evitably VO art fighting 07 &
jitical leve
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reen politics: old versus new?

And i feminism ro
F“’E!penilllenrslhnlf ent o ok
of the eighties expecting i

one problem g

man (Green) P:
; en) Party haye js

nuclear bombs t0 rain down
onusany minute, the second
half has brought us the
threat of environmental l‘?l-
lapse: the ozonc layer, rain-
forests destruction, the
(reenhouse effect.

The Tasmanian Greens elec-
toral success made me feel more
optimistic. Though I don't think
they ean do much good in parl
ment, and I've eriticised (heir
leanings (oward small business.
their win is @ sign that people
wanl action

But just what are we 10 do? 1
wen! to some bookstores looking
foranswers, and the most relevant
book seemed 1o be the two year
ald Green Palitics i Australia
This is & collection of ariicles
claiming to present a coherent
perspective.

Mast of the authors come from
the lefi, bur they argue for “a new
synthesis... which Marxism and
traditional Left groups are unable
to provide.” Drew Hulon com
pares oldand new “paradigms™—
approaches to the world’s
problems

The old paradigm is mechani-
cal. 1t sees people (“Man”} con-
Quering nalure, counierposes
male and female roles, and leads
to militarism and eavironmenial
destruction. The new onc wants
harmony with nature, a rethink of ~ thesi:
xender roles, and peace.

 Marxism, we are told, is i the
first category. We Marxists
counterpose workers 1o bosses,
call for class warfare, and want 1o
dominate nature. No wonder a
new, post-Marxist politics 15
needed!

Yet on closer inspection, this
tale of two paradigms falls apart.
Hutton presents two tables with
the features of outlook no 1 set off
against those of no 2, According

the
SEXISM

I hoped for better from
Partric

workpla
exp

o

I somethin

paradigm e

u
Wit 0 find iy
“ethical invest

Now it’s y
Us true some companie

can be made ta ¢lean up their ag
a bit by shareholder

Ssure, and
who have both

& oSt W

s can take such o

powe

s kick up a fuss

Wﬁ TH Partridge so disap-
pointing, 1 turned expec:
tantly t0 Jack Mundey'schapleron
Gireen Bans.

Green celebs march: yet to provide a real alternative
to Hutton, the old paradigm
stands for ma forces, but also
for centralisation’ The new one
includes workers control but als
allows some priv
indlusiry

atwork lienation of labour
we Marxists call it

explains

many destructive tendencies ir

our socicty. And so

democracy in the workplace
“The pred 1

e ownership of

() THERE'S more than a few
tradictions tu the *new syn-

5

Siill Hutton is right (o want &
society based on harmony be
tween people and with nature
That demands radical s
chianges, and here th

nocracy
wants. But M

authors

plore some important issues.
Debates ¢

shown the

Merv Partr

nuclear power h
importance
cconomic arguments, and Merv
Patndge tackles them head on.

1 enjoyed parts of Partridg
chapter immen He under-
stands that people’s lack of power

How are we
society wher
cally run? Here the book
pointing

achieye a  Hon

ng I
Drew Hutton tries lamely at the
end (0

MINIST h calls for
“eri-fie ", arguing that
our problems come from
dominated, “patriarchal” sociey
Capitalism is a form of patriarchy,
she says. -

I see it a bit differently but |
son'targue about social sysiems
here. The test of & theory is what
action itleads to. Butthis is wher
Salleh is weakest

strategy

need

Finally we are offered. . “new

s and ethical In

an environme

we desperately
She presents an interesting his i v ST
tory of women's groups and cam
Paigns, but some have only
enuous links 1o environmental
questions. How do Reclaim the
Night campaigns or Women
.-\g;un_\\ Rape fit into “eco
{ﬁ:‘\'\m_sm" what pointers can
o ¥ EWe us for coping with the
reenhiouse effect?

10 none

Our Marxist politics of class
struggle, revolul are
ganisation and
might be a frightfully
digm”, but they're streets

thing the authors

e

TY YEARS after
iperation made its hugl
splashs the ripples ar¢ stil
ing:
prﬂ&f’ \\E;m' ﬁhnw:,mmﬂu-l i
o r-“brl‘ul.mg through into
o £808 T pnglish-langusee
it e movie of the suc-
el B on Song Trilogy 15
i portant film

fema
Vork in the 19 ).
e ayed by writer Har

At Hcvs:réml belicves 10 "m\'
ynd it looking for i Mr Right to
ceille down with We meel ¥ of
is Mr Rights— thephysical, 5€
nmrl.umsd hisexual Ed, played
by Brian Kerwin. and the yount
R ATan (Matrtnew
Broderick] The other loves of his
¢ his mother, with whom I
continuous batile about his
and later his adopted

[
sexualily

e will probably find p
their life porirayed in this 1
There is the batile under
ves, shown in
Arnold’s conflicts with I
mother as he darcs to claim
equality between b
relationship with A

One of Torch Song's st

5 siX-year

eamier scenes. The film is 100 coy about
physical affection, but is still an important breakthrough.

“wn Coming out

There is the ever-prescr
of poofter-bashin
.\.u-‘_-hm'n\\.'u‘llj roup of
attack and kill Alan, bri
nonship with Amold |
Iragic end

There is also the amk
relationship to the gay “'scene
bars and sex clubs, which holds
oul the prospect of love, sex and
friendship but can also be lonely
and frightening

We see the camp humour
car

shown n

with a

of

Dy

or his

ud
iderie of groups of gay men
together. And we're shown th
conflict with lovers over the ap
propriate amount of discretiol
over self-hatred and the g on
of justhow far out of the closet 1o

»'s demand 15 €ssen
psexuality be

that
sconised as every it the equal
noLex:
ttacks on

of heterosexuality. Iudo
plore Gay Libera i
| norms and refusal o

an's

heterosex

leman . equality which 15

come demand “an equal 3

merely the common yoke ©

Certainly Torch Song 15 no Gay ) ; sl

Lie n sexual repression,” as 2d)

ration. manifesto. It is un Dot
ot tivists put it at the Tme

necessarily © about showing e

the characters 1 55 But it 15 not hostle 10 THEsE

! fuce or X! £ Al one Stage

lle
Inmany respects Arnold isthe 1 ¢ film A
RN R oyiic lovos  oom with & Uitk B
his mum and looks forward to Aol 1 obviously "“'U”]‘UF:
seltling down and raising kids. able, but his friend, who [0v¢s “\
Exen the fact that he is a d
:t};mlﬂ Is not necessarily cha
ging—effeminate, implicitly !
ﬁ‘;:"ﬂr‘ncler have appeared
1 BES in mavies as figures of
un

ing. broader cha

anonymous sex on offer there, i

. innoway put down for cnjoying

And the film deserves credit for
demanding equalily with uncom
promising consistency Refusing

stion

l\'-h.u 15 tharoughly uniradition
‘ﬂ_ 0 Tarch Song is that a charac
;ﬁrh should assert his dignity
s d..: Fight o respeet, withoul

& depending on his somehow

1o give ground to any SUg|
that gays have no plage in rising
children, it shows Arnold doing &
better job wilh David than his
original, heterose nls

B 20

And in

1y NESS,

:\W‘“\‘w @
in the mainstream

fier
film (wh
the 1970
plenty of
w

There are

we shau
Ihmfll‘i t

. we want and 10 raise ] 1 of socalisty
love @ v‘:l,, own selfrespeet For d::\e:mm‘b herstn
children. om the et of the | black an 4 politics:
and respect [ tteruure & P
world. e At discount pric=s:
coug Trilagy. 1akes Jaily exep!
Torch SOU8 (o of these Open 2106 P?y:\ondz)
jonate StAM for us to Sarurday a =

wung man comfortable with

fyoi ple’s nght

torch sond

showing David as

it declares itself

viewing (s
oy case, 5 51

ch, n 3
Js) Jus!
! 1o e done befe

Wo

Jiberated.

g5 of
Id be cerious about
¢, our nights

hashi

__ Robert Stait

his | iest tome is & vibrant biast

i ks AL te
emark like  John Clarke A Complel
Iwum.t

shows Ihere s
fore

issues which

= »w
He wields a
keen dagg-er \

JOHN CLARKE's political
s 5 al its cutling best in the
latest collection of his radio
pieces, A Complete Dagg,

Armongst his vietims are the ad-
VErising indusiry, accountants,
“the hanking dodge”, Wall Streed
which seems like any other street
cacepl “the criminal element gets
to work regular hours”, and the
Taxation system which has more |
loopholes for the wealihy than a |

mile of wire metting has for an |

active blowlly, The Dagg |
s contaginus

celaus style of |

n, who wrote with
wry humour of the crooks and
gangsters of the New York under
world, Clarke takes us to the
Australian dives of political thugs
such as Little Bob, Landshide
Howard, Baby-Face Richardson
and other robbers [ike Compl
Dawkins "who operates a liitk
protection racket in the unver
sities and runs the potatocs Over
to Paul the Spook™

cosh ol
dustrial disputes fo perty squab |
bles ower icecream,

Whilst the union leaderships |
deserve Dage s daggen thrusts for
their hy pocrisy and conniv ance in

unigns are a Vil
working class
felons and capilalistm
Clarke vents is wicked

blemish apart

= Dagg s

n
1o

against the gaploiters of the
world, 1t is serious and funny
(some advice—do mot read the
sparing skits on famarkelling oF
ol with & mouthful of hot le8)
~ With Fred Dagg, you'll laugh :
at the world and be nspired Lo

he
n

bout I

change

Dagg A Jhen & U nwin Australia,

in 1089, $14.95

b
0sa S
:., B%)KSTORE

— Phil Shamnan i
'

Baynes 5t West

S hhane, P 40 ng
shy
_ PAGE
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with Alec Kahn

AUSTRALIANS were treated
ight last m! nth.
Andrew Peacock ran
run’" election campaign
no election in sight.
The Liberal leader had no Oppa-
igs, and o VO~
o
surprise
clude with
failed Liberal leader,

jin, but we: didn't losE

The one policy he did hint atgol
him into trouble. His idea of a
discount for nflation before taxing
bank interest or gving compar
1ax deductions for borrowings only
irrilaled big businesses lik BHP.
The workers it was aimed al re-
member only 1o wel past
of dollars” offered but e
vered by the Libs.

In fact, Peacock finished his
mock campaign being dubbed the
‘Hollow Man” by the Bulletin. 11
was hardly a lour de force But
Peacock's louble goes deeper
than just standing 10 nothing.
PEACOCK‘S first problem is

that he was bom with a
silver spoon in his mouth, and
has never guite figured how 1o
get it out.

His lbreeds

lass. One anc
toria while athers owned th
fine engineering firm P
3 i

Scolch College, where he w
prefect and member of 1
rowing team, A fellow o
1ald what happened when he com-
plained that Pe:
ling his weight and w;

¢ prestige. P

doing law al Melbourne and be-
nt of the upper
bure led 1

Hollow man turns
e

rojan hors

of Foreign Aftars'
in:

i

Young Liberals, Whike other young  fabul

lawyers of his ime campaigned lor
Aboniginal  rights againsi
hanging. Peacock engag

such socially useful libgation as
wying lo close down the Young
Labaor Association's cafe. He mar-
ried a fellow Young Liberal, the
now-intamous Susan, whose dad-
dy was 8 prominent state MP.

With such credentials, he inher-
iled the biue-ribbon seal of the
greal Menzies himself al age 28.
Al the by-election he argued n
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Brazilian govern

gales.  Mcle
thought of the p

oriured in

me,” he complained
An acule assessment of Pea-

HIS well-earned image of the
soft Toorak playboy hurt
led
getting rid of it thi

Peacock now avol
Lord Faun
pous cliches i
night follows d

y
ih Bob
al

cisac
han on hi

Amment

enear

one
2

in







¥y NEWTON, who

the American re-

yolutionary Black Panther Par-

ty in 1966, was gunned dovn in

August, in the black ghetto he
had never deserted.

The civil rights movement of
the early 60's mohilised tens of
thousands but failed to substan
sially change the lives of Amer-
jea's blacks. Non-violence was
proved a failure. Black anger
burst into ghetto riots, and Mal-
colm X's arguments for black
power led logically 1o the anti
capitalist ideas of the Panthers.

Newton talked about “black
people arming themselves in &
political fashion ... We're gaing
1o talk about political power
growing out of the barrcl of a
gun.” He was particularly hostile
to lifestyle cs and scpara-
usm, calling their proponents
“porkehop nationalists”

Presented by the media as ad-
vocates of violence, the Panthers
100k up arms ggainst police bru
tality and racist murder. The
sight of blacks standing up for

SociausT ¥ Action
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ts, arms in hands
g d a groundswell of sup
port inside the black community
By 1969 they had branches
around the country

It was 100 much for the au
thorities. In two years 28 were
killed by police, hundreds in
cluding Newton, were arresied
on trumped up charges, Eldridge
Cleaver was forced into exile,
and the Panthers were destroyed
as an organisation. j

Repression and flawed polit-
ics led to their defeat. Although
they called themselves Marxist
Leninists, the Panthers swung
between welfare activities in the
ghettos and armed confronta
tions. Although they built allian
ces with white dominated move
ments, particularly inst the
nam war, they did not
the central importance of or
ising in the working clas

Many of the party’s leaders

er did. He faced constant harass-
ment from the police and long
penods in jail  Despite  his
{IF palitics, he deserves the
credit for helping organise the
first American revolutionary or
ganisation for 40 years.

UNIONS mﬁ

Drivers saved
from Davis

“WE TOOK on the ALP and
!)ml them at their own game.”
These were the words of the new
orian  secretary  of  the
Iransport  Workers
Keith Wise.

After 18 months of hard work
and legal wrangles, the reform
roup in the Victorian TWU has
won the elections. The union has
been led for the pust 13 years by
JHH}]. avis, @ member of
1:: r;’)uw;r:ul Labor Unity

clion. That has ensured strict
adherence 1o the Labor Party's

Union,
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wages policy for the past seven

rs.
For the members this has m
ant wage culs in real terms and
lomger hours, while the big trans
part_companies such “as TNT
and Mayne Nickless have been
increasing their profits annually
The reform group had its
origins in a strike by drivers al
~ariton and United Brewery two
and & half years ago. When CUB
cold its trucking ifiterests t Lin
fox, there was no guarantecd
continued employment for the
drivers, and nothing offered to
the owner drivers at all. After a
pwo week strike the waorkers
won job offers for all and im
proved redundancy for those
wha chose to take it

The importance of this dispute
was that the 24 hour pickel was
run by rank and file drivers
TWLU officials gave no more
than token support. Rather the
drivers looked 1o their own ac
tion and o support by other
workers.

It is not surprisi en, that
when the I
eventually vicumised by Linfox
the union didn't them. And
as they prepared 1o contest the
election, many of the reform
ETOUP'S Supporiers Were forced
out of jobs with the connivance
of the union.

During the last year Davis has
tried a number of manoeuvres 1o
prevent the reform group from
standing. For example he at-
tempied to have owner drivers,
who make up half the union's
membership and who are the
most eritical of the union’s pol
Icics, disqualified from voting
The courts threw this out

While pursuing their court
challenges, the reform group
continued to visit yards and talk
1o members. Whenever possible
they went to picket lines. They
ran on a platform of demoerat
ising the union, and developing
palicies more in  fune

with

members' needs,
. through
LI
try based rarik ang e e

O

ny
The new leadership p|

y - s 1o
entrate initially op hul
decied health and gt

Cly

Ihe  frst membershin
1 in over a year Hllcae)
over 300, A Stopwork meelice
al TNT in the first week ywon -
VICTO! on § ¢
victory onia pay i for casu)
Drivers

should not img

that all their |‘m|-h-|n\“\]\I;l ;‘
solved now that they've rlmwl‘.
new leadershup. Like all up.
ionists they will find themselyes
conltor the realitics of Ac

tics

Union officials are not a sub-
stitute for militant action by the
members. Without 1 c
cven the best officiz

al action,
; can find it
hard to stand up against pressure
from employers and

me

Ihe reform group g
impetus and its initial or
tional b n a militant strike. It
heritage it should look
the union now

Michael Presid
and Janey Si

EASTERN EUROPE fgy"
The East
German crisis

P HE

15 10 tha
in leading

UPHEAVAL in East
Germany has been an occa-
sion from some pretty gross hy-
sy on the part of western
ns.
West

Gierman T
which pi 1P ils easter co
terpart economically and which
restricts Polish immigrants, has
seized the chance to make pro
paganda about the wave of refu
from the GDR. West Ger
man chancellor Kohl carries on
about “freedom’’ but he mamly
sees the rel e i

source of skilled labour, and as
means to persuade weslerm
workers that we so lucky

to live in the “free” west
Yes, the East German state 15
i 1 rship. But tha
really committed to fighting
freedom are not leaving it. “We
a frequent chant
monstrators, Surveys
n that many of those
1 relative
ly privileged sections of the pop
ulation, who are
cause they think they can find
Jucrative jobs

Of course, they should have
the right 1o emigrate, So should
everyone else, including people
currently kept out of Amened
and Australia by immigration
restrictions. But our main Syo-
pathies are with the brave people
demonstrating in the sir

sing wesl be

OWEVER the pilots’
strike ends, they de-
erve a lot of credit for lh?ir
ﬁklarit . For weeks they've
peld firm gainst the the air-
Jine compant the m@‘u_]. 3
the gOiEl'l\[l\l'l'lt‘ l'!u- ACTL
and the Industrial Com-
mission.

Bob Hawke's rigid attitude
has .-wrknl a lof of controversy
The Federation rep atedly of
fered 10 go back simply in return
for direct negotiations, i the
media has often jed for ne
gotiations. The sight of Hawke
Compensating the airlines but no
one else had the Victorian
~hamber of Commerce frothing
at the mouth

But Hawke 15 CONce med with

ration, not

destroying the Fec
with settling the dispy
For all the talk about
pilats” the si7¢ of the
claim is not the real 1ssue P
wages are less than | percent of
wtal airline costs. Mean hile
politieians and judges gel pay
rises of 36 and 16 percent The
senior exccutive of Austr tlian
Airlines leaps from $100,000 1o
£225.000 and Reserve Bank's
I

govermor gels a rse of 130
cent,

The airlines are ofterr
calaries in the new contracts and
seab pilots’ pay is umoured o
e very high

Huwke and the ACTL
that the pilots have steppe
side the centralised »
tion system. But the Pilots’ F
eration 1sn't affiliated

is now backing individual
tracts for pilots, which
side the system anyway!

HN\\'K simply @ g
ts will set an example of

how workers can fight back
against his policies,

He remembers 1974, when
Ansett pilots won a 2 wige

mse, setting off a massive strike
wave throughout industry. To

iy most workers know the Ac

cord has cul real wages and
many are watching with interest
1o see whether alternatives can
work.

But what frightens Hawke
more than a wages break out, 1s
that a win for the pilots would
threaten his plans o restructure
industry

This is why the government is
50 hostile 1o the Federation and
Wants 1o smash them, as it did
with the BLF in 1986
\-elhl~h ;:Im why the ACTU is so

emently opposed to the pi

RIAL AFFAIRS

The pilots can’t win flying solo

As an Age writer putit “In
lots” dispute, the union
nt has become part of
st

oS,
the
movern
the police force on pairol :
industrial lawlessness.”
If the employers aprecd 0
negotiate it would be a major
blow for the Accord, whatever
the wages oulcome Hawke
slans instead 1o rebuild the in
stry gradually, usi oreig

pilots and reneg; des who sig
the contracts, and traming ne

w
anes

Under these
pilots are unlikely o win in the
jong run without the support of
other workers. They have fought
well so far because of their solid
d their powerful positon
as aly trained operators. But
this was also the case for ihe
smerican airtraffic controllers
in 1981, Eventually that industry

< rebuilt without the con-

conditions, the

arnty.

rollers” union

To do the same here Hawke
needs the co-operaton of other
workers in the industry This is
why he has paid compensation
<o that other airliné employees
aren’t stood down

SHE ROLE of even most
"l Jeft” union officials has
been susting.

At the ACTU congress they
opposed some gover ment 1ac
tics, particularly the use of the
airforce. But their motion also
supported the AC TLI's anti-pilot
stand. Virtually the only union 1o

actively support them has been
the BLE, who sent them a letter
of support and have distributed
leaflets to workers caplaining
why

Some weak argumenls arc
used to justfy the lack of
solidarity

1Us said the pilots are “middle
class” But class isn't determined
by how much money they arc
paid, or wh class you think
they arc in. The are quite a lew
highly paid workers in such m-
dustries as e building industey,
while many small emphoyers.
cuch as milk bar proprielors,
hours for @ much

wark ¢
Jower income.

Pilots sell their labout powcer
like other workers. and despite
their own ideas about being pro

als, are really operators of
i-

fssion
machinery, Sopt
tech though 1t may be.

o hear ACTV officials $8
the pilots ignore the clu‘mI\Is .|u
Jow paid wor crs 15 redl 3“
\augh, The pilots are \-I.unnnch{
fy up for lost ‘wages under the
And the Accord, lets
pmmm! the “main

| wages Over

catc
Accon

ot florgel
[enane ol

\I]l\'” %G
’ Itis p[w\'lv\.'!} under the AC

cord that lower paid m?ﬂ.utl‘\-
have quffered. The stronger U

i aintained (heir POst”
er, by doing deals i’m;:
iised workers usually
worst condition

real

s, and

50CIALIST A

50 have nothing 1o trade off in
produstivity deals

Historically, low paid workers
have benefitied when those in 2
stronger position have launched
struggles, which inspired the rest
of the working class 10 follow
their lead

DR THE pilots to win they
Fhﬂd to spread their strugele
and gel some form of umited
action among airline workers.

This would be difficult be-
cause they have themselves
failed fo support other unions i
the past. But a strugghe is 1he
\ime to overcome past hostilities.

The pilots would have to drop
their elitism, and stop argul
{hat their claim deserves special
(reatment.  Most jmportantly,
{hey would have f@ actively
campaign for support from rank
and file workers, and prov ide a
fiocus such as picket lines

Unfortunately, there 15 little
likelihood this ¥ ll happen. Hlluur
likely, pilots will e0d UP m-;p:-
ing contracls with new airlines
within the deregulated wndu-lr)h_
Tnstead of leading & hreak oet u“
the Accord, their U['[”m'.rl‘l
only help 10 Jegitimise individual
contracls 9

E be a sad ending

“That would g

u,‘: of the gumplion
sadly Jack in these

shown 8
many unions
days. _ Janey Stone
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ecconomy 15 debt-ridden.

living Standards ~ have fallen.

food and housing shartages ane

e e the ruling Polish United
Workers Pary (PUWP) floun-
dered, the workers have sought
1o create an alternative of their
awn, through Solidanty.

At the start of the decade they
held the governmen! at bay for
17 months, organising in their
workplaces  and publishing
hundreds of independent nEws

s and magazines.
W"ﬁwm was widespread discus
sion of workers' self-
management of industry,

Many wanted other forms of
political organisation, (00 Jacek
Kuron said that “the awarencss
of the necessity for transforma-
tion is extraordinarily strong ..
Wherever we tum, everywhere
there is a call for a party.” By
March 1981 the country was on
the brink of revolutionary
upheaval

But  Solidarity's leadership
was not made up of revolution-
arics, and in decisive moments
they wavered. When its activists
were brutally bashed in the town
of Bydgoszcz, Lech Walesa
falked of industrial action but
did nothing. Workers began 10
lose confidence

The regime, now gaining con-
fidence, decided to smash the
upion. General Jaruzelski de-
clared ma led the So-
lidarity leaderstip and drove the
movement underground,

UT WHILE the regime

could jail its enemies, it
could mot solve the country's
problems. As Newsweek point-
edly observed:

“anizelska  repeatedly  an-
nounced the infroduction of new
economic reforms only 1o find
thar nothing worked His reforms
consisied  largely of  half-
measures, bul even sweeping inifi-
arnves would have failed without a
degree of popular support he
could not mobilise. "

Neither could he stop the peo-
ple from resisung. The union
survived underground and the
opposition  press  flourished
Where they couldn’t set up
umion branch, activi got in-
valvi the “self-management
councils” promoted by the re-
gime, and used them as a forum
Tor dissident ideas and a way to
organise al work.

I'wo years alter the imposition
of martial law, for example,
workers at the FSO car factory
used the self-management coun-
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Fighting for

the

socialis!
alternatives

Liz Ross reports on her visit ©0 Warsaw and

Wroclaw

Gdansk shoppers queue in a snow storm.

¢il to deny bonuses 1o the
management

By 1988 the emme
faced a new crisis. The authori-
ties increased food prices of up
to SO0 percent. Workers began
1o fight back, beginning with a
small group of municipal trans.
port workers, who struck and
won a 50 cent pay nsc.

At the end of April, thousands
were on strike in the steel mills
and pons, demanding not only
wage rises but recognition of
Solidanty, freedom for political
prisoners  and  amnesty  for
strikers.

INTURE of conces
d repression ended this
first strike wave, but Gdansk
shipyard workers who marched
out of the yard
darnosc,

we have resigned our cause.”

And indeed the situation ex-
ploded into open revolt
August.

Jastrzchie  miners  occupied
their mines, formed a sinke
committee and announced 20
demands. Within two days 8500
miners from the pits were out, as
well as pont and bus workers in

N

return for promises of refomy,

nd Table tajks
ment  conceded

share in government for the Sy,
lidarity leaders.,

In exchange, the union's lead
ers accepted a two year strike
maoratorium and an economic
austerity program. “The Round
Table says Jozef Pinior
“achieved the co-option of the
workers' movement, creating
new Solidarity led from abo

Meanwh
tint

the economy e
o deteriorate. Inflation
soared, budget deficits mounted
the prospect of hunger faced a
large section of the pa
Workers had had enc
) saw a s ave
those of 1988, heg
y the min
me made
e PUWP had to ac
Solidarity-led govem

S

of course it still
power through the
the cops and the

Solidarity go
the workers?
Polish
riy (Democratic Re
n Warsaw and W

urrent situation

5 are

government is
-4 on the Jaruzelski re
most anything

Szezecin. Next came the Gdansk v
shipyard, and more mines Fac-  that the frec-ma
lories came out in Poznan, the crisis being advanced by
Wroelaw and the railway repair both Solidarity and the PUWP
yard: are nof in workers' e

Warsaw union leader Henryk
Wujac poinied out that the strike  queues have disappeare
wave had shown some changes  that is only because the [
in Solidarity

“In the evenis of these last
weeks the undergrotnd enterprise
comiffees and the higher sinu
tures played practically no rofe.
New acivvists have come to the
fore .. They are young, radical,
they are demanding their socia
and polinical rights and they do
nol wani 1o wait any longer. "

For example most of the f

t many people

can't afford y what's in the

The conservatism of leaders
like Lech Walesa, already ap-
pareni in 1981, was highlighted
hy the radicalism of the new
activists. Potentially, this was a
revolutionary  situation.  Jozel
Pinior, Wroclaw Solidarity le
er and a founder of the new
Pulish Socialist Party (Demo
eratic Revolution) says:

“After the Augusi strike the
mood was so strong thar if Wale-
s hadn't spaken 1o the goven-
ment, we could have had
workers' government. "

But Walesa did speak 1o the
government, then convinced
workers (0 call of their strikes in

a

Underground press: martial [aW
couldn't stop it

PPS/RD argues for

i en the Solidar-

1\ links benween ¢ ar-

i mn‘ll and fil and the farmers,

: :-dm of ending subsidies and
i o .
:hu::-mg. the markel 10 decide

¢ PPS/RD

NY case, the PP
sNN?llm movement cannot be
iofied with reforms. 1t must

sl
‘s‘ago forward 0
and pstablish s0C
the markel and  mass
racy”
dee Sotidarity _ leadership

want Lo take Paland in an \-n.l\r.\-l-.
Jy different direction. Whilc the
details aren't finalised, you :.):I
gel a pretty good |m|1ru.-m|| «
B s in store from the propos
als of free-market guru Jeffrey
Sachs, who is advi £
Jerment to give the €0
“cold shower X ; :
‘Prices, he says, “have 10 b
made realistic (L€ higher \
and stable dollar ex

uniform !
change rate Has to be introduced,
the Budget deficit and subsidies
have 1o be scr

Lech’s Light Fantastic: the workers are the wallflowers

Another Wroclaw  militant | said 1 was womed that
said that in the local aircraft Urough such alemative plans

ANAGEME quickly
raised wages, 1o head off

el 3 i s Workers end up faking responsi- a0 immediate strike. But that
Enlerpr factory \ulu.l..“u_\ w‘-;n-u' P has only postponed the inevita-
BELCE P Y e Saldac have rejected the Roun bl crisis and confrontation,
n this spirit, the Solic no-str : p embers areiakh
Jeaders have accepted an of the right 1o sirike under the un- FES/HD menbers] i

from the European €

" se timber workers
i o | Lt ot D ing & Bich ot
airlift food 10 n . whe ghting a ¢
bt it al But mi than defensive ac ting unem-  furniture builders, and have es-
5 150 s a ; I
the_prov H & tions will be needed The steel

. first priority,” tablished contacts in the coal
ues. “The problem 15 indusiry

industry, for example, is in a

These methods, Jozel Pini mess. Only two steelworks in ent, not this factory Can the govemment keep
"<, ean only lead to “some  Poland have modern technol- i oy is actively imvolved ool of the industrial situa
Wrd ol authoritarian state with gy, and the povermmen: has nal commitiee oo The party's activists have
e e Prvarisation,” <1 the industry for ma- file stcelworkers'  fiffering assessments. Some 1
"‘L‘ m\u' = J'\"“‘.‘ i on. At Hurmmen the 5 in Warsaw think that
B v e - er it vorkers arc prepari )T _style  work  teams,
We have a process where the v ! - 2 essen the aliena:
sblatura (bureaucrats r ek explains meeling which aim 10 lessen the o
nomenkatira. (buremncrals ) plants, which estab- gion of the assembly line, an
siaying on, now as  private ers' branch of ing . ) buy
i 1"t| 5 "” ‘.\ A £ prody s lished a national coordinating rmau\m.-u_\\.u-hu d 1¢ bn:}t
owners of the means of produ s eed P dissatisfaction among som
tion, They are operat 45 €

ulators. That won't
nomic suceess.”

) plants would take
4s tiom il any of them were It
evisting bu-  dispute
If the g The

groups of workers

Solidarity is pushing worker
are schemes which it partrays
as a kind of \\nlk;\\'_lmm‘r-
ship". Piotr fears that [actonts
can be established which only
assenible parts produced in (e
west, so that it 15 difficult ;-:rl
workers 10 estahlish contrel ©
them.

Jozel Pinor argues that (he
crisis is 100 desp for such tactics
{o work, “Right now its & ho-
neymaan peniod, but the u.m,n:
Tion to a free market is impossy
ble without the waorkers [ightir

Pinior expects Polish worker
1o resist: “T was in Argenting ar
I saw the results of Sachs™ re
forms. The Polish working class
will not accept such pauperts
tion. 1 am sure they will de
themselves.™”

ACEK Suchorowski

of the Solidarity bra
Hutmen steelworks in Wrin
told me about one case of resist-
ance even while the government
was still enjoying its initial
“honeymoon™.

On the day we met, m
prices at the works had jumped
10 the equivalent

ymmittee has
al log of claims
and beuter wellare

factory we

TGV

back s

wrkers swe  IE

Already  wor! X

form as bad news, yel

rulinisn has linle

" peal, We will have (O upp::l—‘
r"';““ (o argue (hat W&,
3 hould take ontrol.

wo days
pay. There were spontaneous!
strikes, and management had 10
INEreqse some overlime rates.

Al the same tim

workers, :
| had more {han one diseUs”

ho hi ul
n ohout just ¥ at a red
sion

Ehiel bOgS:
employed an environmental of
figer, a complete i

jii
i,

rnoramus, He

ment would
will earn far more money than workers ST pers ook 1© &
the workers, because he's part of Jike. Some mem! s
the nomenclanire. But Jacek is = fooninued pA9S
dm-l_-p\mul that “this 15 the | Ciection tally raom: Solidarity won {he volE
time™ plum jobs are hande 2 " S ACTIO
In such fashion, the end? socl




e, whose
{hreal 10 estabiished business

the shoppers’

Lib and learn

GOT & friend wha is anti-
union, votes Liberal, elc
etc? Tell them o go and
work for the Viclorian Lib-
eral Party.

Meredith Sith was ke
that uniil she look the job
ol running the Liberals'
‘ Melboume office. It start-
| ed out as a labour of love,
‘ but she soon found she
|
|

bom.

was expecled fo work
long hours al short nolice  put it
withoul overfime pay or
super. When she began
lo demand these rights,
they sacked her

Meredih Smin says
that the axperience has
made her realise that un:
ions have a necessary
place in society

plenty |

declares

What's in a name

A SQUAD of Israzh sold-
iars is ecalling ftsell the
Mengele Unit, afier the
Nazi murderer, because
of the brutality i deals out
lo Palestinians. Another is
: calling itsell the Ausch.
| witz Company for the
same reason, according
1o an Israeli newspaper

Which maybe explains
why lsraeli police broke

ploymant

brochure
child,

employer

cament political structeres will
:\:an“ :\ b.; completely dis
ed, and an independe .
temative buili L
Du\ g the rebellion of 1956
.;\ did set wp their own
auncils, though they were later
cn over by the regime. |
1980 Suli,;lill'il‘)‘ also ‘;g:n 1:!.
move in that direction, panic
i  particu-
larly in Lodz where the \\\lrl?ur\
effectively ran the wwn
But Solidarity's leaders have
m.uvad Tar away from ideas of
workers' control. Instead they
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ren’s camp and made ar-
rests “for promoting Pa-
lestinian nationalism and
the Intifada".

The children had erect-
ed a sign above a tenl
declaring,
child killed a new one is

vermment

the slogan

1o go by.
Hiret I securly guards siopped nures
in the town's pedestian P
kids trying o do a loc:
‘Next to go were the. Salvation Army

jor

the

Apparently market re-
search was done aboul
Despile the
s stereatyped
piciure of mother  with
parents
women) didn't mind it Bul

s

didn't like the
that workers sh

recinet i
al history projecl
and the Women's

market was considered “a

“Faor

1 from the Pru wears jackboots, it the behav-
four of the Prudential Jnsurance Company in Basing-

5 holding a
they

The Prudential barred shop and office yorkers from
car . even when they held season
tickets. And aceording 1o the Basingsioke Gazetle, it

has even threalened 10 kill residents’ peis kept against

every.

Priority Zero
LABOR has no maney for
more childcare places,
seems lo have
glossy bro-
chures about them.

Mow you can go back
1o work wilhout neglecting
your most important job,
latest go-
pamphlet for
sole supporting parents
Too bad thal the money 1o
help with childeare stops
soon afier you find em.

[mainly

The army: still key 1o power

May we quote
you?
“THERE are environmen-
lalists who say we want
the beaches hack to look-
ing exactly like they did,
but that could actually
hurt the ecosystem.
— Exxan boss Lee Raymond
on halting he Alaskan
clanig.

| GUESS my threshald of
boredom is low. A friend
brought me a bottle of my
favourile Veuve Cliguol
and the cork shot out and
hit the ceiling .. manvel-
lous! | sent the ittle golden
piece on the cork to a
jeweller in Sydney fo
have il set in 18 caral
gold, and now | wear it on

a chain round my neck  It's my party
That's the softofthingld0  WHILE hall the
1o relieve boredorm. starves, megarich
Eileen Bond on her recent  nyhlisher
tapinhosptal  Forbes had other

“THE BIG secretin lite is
to pick your parents
— Eileen Bond agalr

ty

| GAINED more than | affair with |
iost friends, 50 F
e Efiaft on her the Murdoch:
orce fem Jahn  and 500 or
New York
50 he flew
Tangiers.

MELBOURNE ra
dealer Rodney A
has just the
man who has

coordinated on a reg and
national scale they say it will
open up the

prospect o
Workers' power {rom  helow
agamnst the burcaucratic state

and the mirket reforms

Fhe PPS/RD is still clarifying
15 views on how workers' pow ,(|
Gan be established and consoli
d.amj However they are very
;!cur an the need for revolution.
1'3:11::; ng J"\nnl not just in
e lnn.\ Pinior argues that
e entire ca m bloc is entering
d peniod of fundamental crisis

Malcolm

1o worry about [ast montt
Like his 70th binthday par

Lord of the realm

tile Lord of
maqy be extinct
Says Perry, "0,

e ne
never again ba refusad
seat in a restaurant” g
then the e man 3
means just buys the res,
taurant, doesn't he? :

Parlinglgy

Lurks and perks

WHILE the rest of
wage restrainl, Lahunsr ;(;E
given a nice litle perk
ils top public servants,
For just $700 a year
the members of the senigr
execulive service can get
modare V6. Petrol
and maintenance
are free. So are privata
registration plates, to siop
neighbc sniggering
bass using the

world

things

a higher ) :
info a Palestinian chid-  w 29 m”p!ﬁ,’:"l L Debretl's
don,
FROM PAGE 5
____._..w promote cooperation with man-  Some PPS/RD member B g |
gement, 3 A B S r talinism is at the crossroads
'Po S u‘u particularly thr e S S iiilecs.  Evervont k - :
an e sel-management councils others  rec i veryone  in the Opposl
k1 : Wl € movements agrees we mUSE
gradual trunsfer  of  power MRLEC paGar overthrow | thal, inter
through establishing o workers' B Rt for il links ential, “We
chamber in the existing parlia- ‘active strik calls for e establishing
ment. This o] i ve strik where workers iy N
15 unrealistic. The run the factorics, If these can b the Moscow |

and have issued
East  German
Templin
ers’ strike

activist
the Soviel mir

*“You cannot have socialism in
one country. My concep
build throughout the
bloc.™

A

In our nexi issue, Liz Koss
and Tom O'Lincoln report i
detail on the problems and
struggles of women in the east-
ern hloc,

———
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desperale erisis:

erils

T THE time Mikhail Gorbachey
came 1o power, and for a couple of
years after that, there was much talk in
the Sovie on about the country's
“pre-crisis situation”. Perestroika was
to avert the crisis.

But the crisis has now amved

Some months back, the leading liberal
Andrei Sakharov wamed westem audiences
that Gorbachev had ol
solve the country’s economic p
month, Boris Yeltsin brought the
sharply forward.

Asked by American TV journalists how
much time Gorbachev had left he replied
“A year, no more, Maybe six months.

Visiting Moscow and Leningrad, you do
not immediately get a feeling
Cenainly there are serious sh
shops. There are beg
Everyone complains. But there arc snll
cheerful crowds strolling through the parks
on 4 Sunday :

But get into 4 political discussion, and you
soon realise Yelisin has a point. More than
once, Muscovites talked to us of the d
of a rightwing coup, or even civil war

At the end of August, Gorbachey himself
refered openly to such speculation And
while he promised that it was unfounded, his
speech was still a clear signal that perestrol
Ka has reached a turning point

o understand where the crisis may lead.
we need 1o consider the nature of Soviet
soeicty and the origins of Gorbachev's re
form program &

y 18 months or so 10

ems. Last
deadline

er

ARE. secing the collapse of a stra-
= tegy for economic deve nt

N ¢ claimed to represent the future of
manit

nity.
Fi 7
Or decades Stalin and his successors

Tule 1
ed in arbitrary and brutal fashion

e e

copsgrab @ demanstrator, ShOPPErs queue: the USSR faces a

Tom Q'Lincoln reports on a visit to the USSR

of perestroika

Workers were denied clementary human
nights, collective farmers were bled nearly 1o
death economically, the intellectuals were
debased as a social layer by their role in &
vast lie machine that promoted the systcm
and hounded its cntics

This fearsome society nevertheless won
\he sympathy of even very intelligent lefiists
abroad because it could deliver Eeonomic
erowth and was apparently free of the pe-
Hodic cconomic shumps that characterised

westem capitalism.

With successive five year plans pumping
out vast stocks of pig won and cosmonauts
|eading the way into space, you could hope
S Y iety matured it might shed

that as Soviet 50 "
e ot features, andlibegin toFofeECd
tive to the ills

nuingely pro pessive altema
of western socicty
Yel as carly as the
ists began to realise !
were slowing. An authontark
m had been able o march ¥2

1960s, Soviel special
hat the growih rates
an, burcaucrat
15t MEW

ic syste s A
flabour armies into NEW \.ulunu‘.wl‘ln i
extend the scale of production Tu

postwar years the task was mer
raise the productvity &
Kind of infensive growih ¥
Jumbering stalinist apparatus Wis B2
ed to %
2 L\t the regime which had claimed :u{ u:g_r
an altermative to capitalism found ““_J["N'I_
though in a new form; 1o the classic 27

oave Way 1o
ist malaise: massive growth g F

slump and stagnanon

In Brezhney's Ume the
staved off, at the expense ¢
enviromment, but by e carl :
\ructuring of the econonmy “l v
desperately urgent by his \WU\:
Andropoy. Had AndroPe
arricd oul radical i
plug s i
orld economy €

me ¢
ily 1980s in time (L
h: y growing ¥

1984-85, perestroika’s  prospects might
have been betl =

But Andropov died, to be succeeded by
{he time-server Chemenko. By the time
Gorbachey came to power in early 1983
{he economy was in deep touble

The new leader had experts ot his side
who had studied the cxpenences of “market
socialism” in Yugoslavia and Hungary, and
e was able to advance a coherent program
which can be summarised in terms of the
two words he has made famous: glasnost
and perestroka.

LASNOST, or sopenness” i mltaind_-
‘a big Sucoess No visitor (o Russia can
miss the atmosphere of free Hprw:w):. .
At Moscow's Pushkin Square or the 'y
VDNKh exhibition grounds, \mﬁ\:lgml.\urtx'ﬂ
N oocnly sold. Moscow News Pt
papers are openly sold .
l|'|_~hn genuing € Prveda an
estia are M cal and ind
J'J-:m:nl On Lemingrad TV, the F‘Ih‘!dl
i:"h[cl' shaw attacks all Kind of sacre

Ccows
i vance
17\i~|\;|umlcﬂdnunly \mwmr:::‘:am
5 ety. “Now we
or Soviet society i :
E;m'n' Russian 1"015|~' (el you agamn |i:mr
ngawﬁ and you can see the prde m
eyes. )
" Glasnost has allowed a real [umllm!r;;]’a“
Jsition o cmer2s und cohere, ml!gmg““m
I tanans Ik
nist  parfiamen oy
:‘pﬁ&um the Q'm--: getivists of moTe radical
4
dissident Erovpings ol
enness 15 1
(he new Openne ; e
Bf:um ways. First, there are I‘:r::w“
important WY it Wheel SO
e sl Lenin be reMOYE
guest 10 SUBECS .
i 2 mausoled
s grotesii Jiis
cl pe other mortd i
he buricd m.e|\ e als e e

4 nsell. W
Lenin himse < PAGET

SociALIST ACT




5
ut it s still a tedious and dishon
in the end is not polincal

the creation of & modem

stroika, that is the acid fest

‘At the same time, glasnost does not occur
ina social and political vacuum. 10 is a tactic
achev [0 win support among &
hat can be mobilised with-
f control: the intellecruals

fimited valuc to Siberian coal miners, or @
working class women who must queue for
hours in the shops of Soviet cities. But it
means a whole new way of life to academics
“and journalists. So il 1s not surprising that
Gorbachey's reforms evoke immen:
sigsm among sociologists and in the editor-
jal offices of Moscow News, while most of
society is al best hopeful, and increasingly 15
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will use economic

market".

The workforce in each enterpnse will
make crucial decisions themselves, through
2 “self-munagement” that is supposed to be
democratic. Meanwhile at the fringes of the
system, co-Operatives and private leasing
arrangements will allow private initiative to
supply badly nceded poods and services

How is it working oul i practice? Few
people in the USSR Jike what they sce

To the extent the theory is really imple-
mened, it has serious consequences for the
working class.

Maybe you can make production dect
sions, cven elect your manager. But if you
know your firm has (o compete in a difficult
this democracy is far from liberat-
1 are forced to elect a manaj
»u hard. You may even have to vote
to retrench your fellow worker:
threat of bankrupiey loomu
alternative

If the entire workforce in a factory takes
Jonsibility for the results, how docs
rker in one section feel if the
es broke because of low produc
pri
perestroika has meant some re-
trenchments, and it is likely to mean more
Leningrad feminist writer Olga Lipovsk
warns that working women will be armong
the first victims of nsing unemployment
And cconomist Ye. Kovalyova wrote last
year
“Just think: whae is the first to be s
during a transition o cost accounting?
out that mi s af large families, who have
io stay at home when their chidren  are il
more of a liabiliny to enterprises. "

1

The co-ops are often financial successes
as are some leasing arangements. But if a
cost you two or thre
ative restaurant (we en
countered this more than once), what use is
that 1o the work
harmul, if

meal is going : days

wages in a o

ing class? Tt can even be
wds are illegally diverted to the
co-ops from the state run restaurants and
cafeterias

In fact the co-ops and | :

leases ane creatin

over my dead body™
But the main problem is stagnation in the
corc arcas of the economy. Here, 10 a
considerable extent, perestroika is just not
happening I
Workers quite rightly resist changes that
mean speed-up OF Wage culs, and which
bring a [rightening atmosphere of uncertain-
ty. At the same time the vast army of Soviet
bureaucrats resist any shake-up that chal
lenges their entrenched positions, and u‘-
appeal demagogically 1o the workers to |
up with them against Gorbachev and h
trendy intellectual backers : 4

Thus one of the
5 wonst by-products ¢
cre. { o 2
perestroika may hy that it forces sections I
the working class into the arms of the ”‘
conscrvative bureaugrats, ; g

K 'J’I-l'El)Il't’ﬂf';m.‘Struikﬂ‘is simple.
TIanduﬂn' will be freed from direct, cen-
tralised state control, and the government

ic levers to influence its
conrse, Each productive unit is to be self-
sustaining and must compete on “"l:'ll is
called, with a straight face: the “socialist

Given the resistance, the *
Kb i e ‘top hav :\i‘ntd i‘ﬁ:t&ilul\hthh
gradually, using half measures. o things
breeds dangerous new dilemm; ut et oy
does it give the bureauerats finge L T8
loopholes in every new directiy 1o find
grafting bits of the free markmc:\hul 7
existing bureaucratic system | g e
way for unexpected ruptures G
I'he press reported a cl
were in Moscow

ASSIC case while ye

The Omsk electromechs

- . Works
gone over to running its own affair ;m\
i 2 E

competing on the market. Its latest direey

is very cfficient and has found wa\.‘m[
operate better and save money, i
But the works depends for 115 supply of
al on state owned monopolies, as ye
unreformed, which have twice simply feg
ta deliver, Altemative supplies aren't avall.
nable o complete its products, ||.-
electromechanical works has gone into
Because the works is operating under the
new system, the state 3
nd the workers are fz

1525 to bail it ou,
unemploymen

NIVEN THE opportunitics offered by
glasnost and the perils of perestroika,
it’s no wonder ped are fighting back.

I'he unrest in the Baltic, Georgia and
Arm well known. 5o we took
the opf 1 visit to the mam Rus
sian cities 1o the opposition n
nents in 1 speak
country

1 is al

Prolesting agains! rigged eleclions

e ¥ Lisovskd

{gmen workers:

plenty of unrest here to0

There 15 L
ently expressed 1t

s afarm about what stu lents wer

\
| gl (Comm
s, liuidate the Komsor
ce a week of sy
y aifig .

Radical opponcnts of any system are
inially drawn to two types of
S, fike Australia’s Labor
hiopes in_ gradual reform. {
anticise foreign societies and their s0¢
syems, the way Australian Commun
weed 1o romanticise Russia. Today's Ru
opposition is still largely caught between
fese two alternatives

The Democratic Union is a very militant
movement, willing to rally in def )
and (o face arrest and jail. Wh
ppose vinlence they think in terms of mass
cyl disobedience and, more recenth
general strikes. Olga Lipovskaya is an
vistinthe DU, and when we spoke with
were impressed with her determinec
apposition Lo the regime
What the DU lacks 1s a coherent social
feogram. 1 {s simply for demc !
5 keves @ vacuum which in
filled by the most naive pro-capitalist ideas
For example Olga said that in 1o
__:‘t;]n‘.c\urynnr in the economy is just out
“‘;"_““(“\'\:\ When we replied that this
| Lh:‘ Ilr-“ n the west, she ca
I‘.‘H“”x :ls.\n. arguments of Adam
val ect that in a market system, people
“urking for themselves are automatically
horking for the genc

1y

mith

0 s well,
Wi
nL\\r\g the west have long since rece
I when Kerry Packer enriches him

el b )

"‘mm,{‘:{'l“'"g us any favours at all. But
Ss1an i >

Persuading, activists  take

more

¢ olhe

i fhe ‘:\u miin opposition moyement,
T EEst, 18 the network of Popular
LS Are not mass movements as in

the gl
I'Tafm:;lml’”hhh_ but they are something

R

ild be a “third
nism and westemn

want collective property alongside
workers' democracy, and while
on't mind

wnisms in the cco y insist

that workers musl
the victums

They have recer formed a comm
aim is the creation of 80

whose declared
ndependent Soc
wo of the commitiee’s activists ¥
and Stas Rozmiroy ich

firn (s

orientalion very WOmying

NHEY ARGUE for a strafegy O
1 luti ry h"\ll’\""

roots organisations such as t
mittees established

the self-management
Sprung up in many localities,
overturn the power of the hure

hy step.
When we

nrocess, they
tus were Mot

they're divided

Perhaps, but 1t they i
the bureaucrats are
ind pre
that opens

threatened

leader

eneri

ng closs is in decay o=
\ionary prospects, but it can also oF B
1Ay b :

the way for sociely fo take 3 Kt

backwards, il € | e
ment rallics the rulers ardercy
That is what Hiller dud
is that U
jiberal fa€

or another e

repression.
Another possibility
himsell could put aside his
attempl to continue conomic It
without glasnost. Yefim and S
coard this as a danger, indoed U
Gorbachey and his hackers a5 m
who could opt for

inists’
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SociausT Action

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

Wg fight for socialism: the creation of
a classless society in which the ecano-
my will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions aboul economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucralic elass societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The expe-
ce of Labor in power has shown the
bankruptoy of alempls ta tinker with the
existing capitalist system, The capfalists
a peaceful, pariamentary
sm. Ther slale 15 3 weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed

A Mass Workers’ Party

Workers need a revolulionary party
The working class cannol make a révoiu-
tion through spontaneous upheavals, The
bosses organised, and we need to
nise 100, Today we work 10 build a

yevoluponary mavement out of
the siruggles being waged on the job and
al protest issugs. Tomorrow
ale @ mass workers' party 1o
ruggle for socialism.

lead the

Internationalism

We are internationalists. The working
255 all counlries, and the stug
\'e for socialism knows N0 navonal bar-
gm -»1 socialist revo ulion cannol sur ;e:]
:w[\\m a single courtry. it must be E:L)::(e
1o oiher countries or 1wl fai. For thes
reason buld
rgasons we aré for ng
ent and wé oppose mea:

; an end

Gwide socialism can there .oe ;‘ :r.n

car and the threat of nuclear ar &

: l:and 1o the abuseé o the emvironmen
ane 1ol

Liberation from (Oppression

e
tion and against
bera blacks, migrants

fight for Il
Al i women.

and gays. & :
ed 1o dv ng cless T

fijer‘\L;én nst them s an essental Ipan o

purding @ unil

They can only be

capialism and bl

ended shrough ending
ding socialis™

Gocialist A ction .
: Ve o .\:n1rll'; he paint
about N8 it

good just '.aLkalrl\gMBMSl e ?:‘m p;D'g :

R Ena?eg- iy meanngful ?:mme'
ﬂﬂda!n aetion. 1N the unmnsl o s
ide 10 557 parever PEOPE o ng

e eter word ociallsts e

‘g\:e fight. that's heré.

join us today’
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he market at the bottom. and

mmﬂu' avthe tor”

!ﬁumgum isational strength, but also the:

Slitical weaknesses of the Popular Front
mmmmw ata rally we attended on
4 September. It was ndduwtddby Anr}(rc:
'mm:PFumsemalimnn a speake
?ﬂn “Communists for Perestroika”. There
were several thousand people present. and
\he PF-hacked alliance ‘that called the rally
will be a foree in the forthcoming local

Wlmem elections
Rut in a society gripped by crisis, 1S nol
enough to win voles. Elections can be
dgged. urmed, even nullified h_\-‘ the
army if the result threatens the mllmg Com-
munist Party. Yet the speakers said nothing
haun mobilising for struggle.
And it was clear that the PF is anxious (0
cerve ils good relations with liberals in
side the CP. When the ™ ‘mmmunists for
Perestroika speaker asked rhetorically,
what should the Party do?" the crowd
yelled back “dissolve!™ But (he people on
the platform were quick to discourage suc h
«calls, and the speaker wenl on 10 advocate
& vote for the *Yeltsin-Gorbachey bloc”™
In what way was such a rally really
offcring a clear altemative for Muscovites!
If the new Socialist Party is to have any
future, it will need 10 address these contra-
dictions in the practice of the Popular Front
There are also smaller groupings that
could make an important contribution, for
example the Demoeratic Communist fac
tion within the Democratic Union. One of its
leaders is Trotskyist Sergei Byets.

Sergel analyses Soviel society as a kind of
bureaucratic class society, with capitalist
{endencies but also other features. His group
has grown over the recent past and its left
wing has a fairly regular publication, The
Spectre of Compmunis, claiming a print run
of 80,000, Y

He regards civil war as inevitable. While
he recognises the anti-socialist ideas of the
DU leaders are a problem, he prefers to stay
within the DU because he thinks the Popu-
lar Front makes o many compromises
with opportunists like Boris Yeltsin

P&Gi\o:E ALIST ACTION

HE OPPOSITION groups need a mass

base, and naturally they paid close at-
tention to the strike moyement amung
the coal miners last summer. The strike had
a profou act on Soviet society.

It is not clear that the miners themsélves
have won lastir ns. The government
conceded them material benefits at the ime,
but it's widely believed that Gorbachev can
not, for economic reasons, afford o meet
their demands for on-geing improvements
in living standards.

The main importance of the strike lies in
its effect on people's psychology. “
every worker knows they can strik says
Yefim Ostrovski “Its broken down the
psychological barmers™

Gorbachev sees this as a preat danger.
There were stirrings in the railways towards
the end of the strike, and the regime used a
combination of concessions and intimida-
tion to dampen them down. The concessions
have created the impression in the west that
Gorbachev is sympathetic to the workers,
But the repressive aspect was exposed in a
letier 1o the weekly Argumenty i fakty by
railway worker N Kukharchuk: d

“Managemeni got me and my fellow rail-

- A

Inaustry's in the o
doldrums, but are marke! mechanisms the answer?

-
Miners strike showed the power of the working class.

This was after a

foster mu

groups have begun to de
nising workers.
£ activists in Leningrad, one
calling itsell “Independence” are irying
build a new movement in industry Mas
has become the centre for a nat

list Trade Unions
managed 1o gel reg

Aigned with the g
ew socialist party, 2
ccoming the party’s industrial

sts in the Demod
Union have been convinced by the §
strike that it is workers whe

This trend is the most hope
society wracked by erisis. If the op 0
in Russia is politically unclear and C
at is partly because

elements ne
effective opposition are prese
today, but a new synthesis 15 needed

The movement needs (he uncamy

vents in the Popular Fronts It nect
1o centre its strategy on (he power of (e
working class, which the miners strike has
so convineingly demonstrated And it s
1o make militant, working €lass s0€%
the basis for the new pnhth.\] pany
many activisls are now rying 1
land where the name
lecply compromises
L

of stalinism are not to be follaws
agonies for the peoples of the USSR,
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Melbour® . run a study

-

ction ha b

:;,:,:p exploring sexual poli ln e S reet '

{ics: 1 once a s .
The g“‘“:s T::km:l |sBues HE GAY movement in Syd- —

fortnight ! fory of women's ney took a step forward on

lte the istory of WOTEE October 2.

ressi
:"ﬁ;:zsgggutwhyoppres, Over 5000 people turned out

slon OCEUrS: and strategies | notioa par ade or a dance party,
1o win liberation. In particu- but 1o a political protest. They
jar we_have grappled with| were responding to the “Cleans-
differences  between| | March of Witness for Jesus™

Marxist analyses and those| orzamsed by far-
he notion of| mentanan Fred Nile as

Fred i gets a Gay weltome

58
'I‘r;:rl:rchy"- his campaign to ban the Gay 2
In the future we hope to Lesbian Mardi G

look at the: theories of Michel Nile's march was a direct as-
Foucault, whose ideas ha\{e| sault on the symbolic heart of
influenced much of the left's | Sydney's gay community fol-
el \hinking on sexual politics.| lowing the route of the Mardi

You don't have lo be 3 50,| e Oxford St to Taylor
cialist Action member to at- re. He was not made wel
fend the study group. Just | boos and a few
fing Robert on (03) 387 8420 | prectec along the route, and
for details. angry chants drowned his at

New pamphlet tempts to speak at the end. One

nan ran up to lim and planted
THE EVENTS in China last| L o g Ll
May and June raised some snatched :'u» nicrophone (0
desperately important ques-| AT = s
fions about socialism. Is L%k
China the kind of society so-|
cialists are fighting for? If
not, how can the Chinese
students and workers best
fight their murderous rulers?
In his new pamphlet, [t is
right to rebel!, Graham Wil-
lell argues that China is a|
kind of capitalist society,| = An
where workers are exploited -
and most people are Op-
pressed. He explores the|
historical roots of the demo-
alic cracy movement, and the in-
dependent workers’ move-
ment that grew up within it.|
The pamphlet concludes
ful sign in 4 that enly a new revolution,|
I this time led by the working
class, can introduce genuine|
socialism in China.
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going in Brishane following @
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™ -oCIALIST STANDPOINTS

To mix a metaphor, Tn:y

i 1d was a cal among the
F}ugt:: 1t was his inquiry that
umed  the Nationals’ slowly
mounting problems ifto  crisis.
The Fitzgerald Commission, ap-
parently initiated hy deputy Bill
Gunn and athers as a lever (o out
Pesersen and Hinze. pot out of
control and cxposed the whole

party.

Mike Ahem was supposed 10
exiricate the Nanonals from
their problems and create 4
modern image for them He
presented an image of honesty
and integrity, his support for sex
education and legalization of
condom vending machines ap-
pealed 1o suburban liberals.
What's more he had the support
of the bosses. A 1987 survey
showed most big capitalists
wanted Rjelke-Petersen replac
ed with Ahemn. Joh's free enter-
prise thetoric was just 2 thin
weneer over the reality of go-
vemment patronage and heavy
state regulation. He was out of

step with the free-market trends
of the eighties.

What's more the State’s eco-
nomic vulnerability had been ex-
posed when commodity prices
slumped early in the decade. The
ore  far-sighted  capitalists
wanted (o follow the Hawke go-
vernment's lead in diversifying
ndustry, In December 1988 Ah-
em launched an economic blue-
print for cuming back govern-
ment involverment and expand-
ing the State’s industrial base.

UT NOT everyone liked
these changes, or Ahern's
less reactionary social views.
One reason Ahern was some-
times indecisive was that he had
tr9uue reconciling these policies
with the interests of the Na-
tionals” rural base,
The rise of millionaire grazier
Russell Cooper 15 a victory for
these rural grass tots. The new
regume has wried © appease ur-
ban voters by including more
City members in the cabinet. But
the new (ront beneh in straight
from the Joh mold. It includes
Wvonne Chapran, who wants 1o
cul social welfare 1o single
mothers  who fall  pregnant
again, lvan Gibbs who recemly
saud hie had never witnessed ra-
cism in Queensland, and Attor-
ney General Tan Hendersun who
wants o re-introduce hanging

shot with the
St (o Bjelletetersen

id that, and dumped
B premr Ml
Ahorn has learnt how true it

'Irmunyuﬂhﬂ*mm
you

Joh's crow-shooters
just won’t croak

Cooper limself is a Joh clone
who declares that gay law re
form will occur “over my dead
body"™. He has refused to endorse
Ahem's commitment to imple-
ment all of Fitzgerald's recom-
mendations.

The new regime is already
turning back the clock in educa
ton. Mike Ahern had been re
sponsible for legislation that al
lowed reinstatement of teachers
with minor drug convictions.
And he showed signs of re
spon 1o criticisms over un-
derfunding of state schools.

The restructuring of work
egories and overall pay in-
crease for teachers negotinted
under Ahern could be seen as a
response 1o the campaign by
Queensland teachers for awards
comparable 1o those operating in
ather States

[

HE COOPER government

marks the return of Joh-
slyle confronta The new
premier wands to cut teachers'
leave from tem 1o four weeks,
with six weeks of “professional
d(:\:lu]:m " courses, deali
with things like stress manage-
ment.

Caaper's viewry is likely 0
cost the government votes. Na
tional Party research before the
spill showed that National voters
n marginal city seats preferred
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Ahemn. The Queensland press 1s
hostile to the backpeddling, and
arecent Sunday Mail cditorial all
but endorsed the ALP.

With the Nationals polling
around 17 per cent, and the Lib
erals unlikely to win enough
seats to dominate a coalition,
Queenslanders are looking to
the ALP. But what has Lat
to offer?

The Queensland Labor Par
1y's historical roots are in the
conservative  machine of the
Australian Workers' |
Cause the Joh regime was so
reactionary, Labor has not even
needed o adopt leftwing policies
1o pive it a progressive image
Labor's approach is ta be a
spectable™ as possible

ey sold out the SEQEB
power workers, whose union
wits smashed by Joh, and have
raised scant protest against the
subsequent spread of Voluntary
Employment Agreements 7
;I"\:'].:l‘k [hlmh were mabilisin
£ 2Xpo in 1988, Labor
Jumped on the Expo bandwag
0n, going 5o far as o praise
:3}]1;‘151‘:’.\@\.\-"\ role in ory
o \!n \{.‘xln.nl ly, Labor politician
||.'h[)iun; I::l:\u.lleml s and
ol Lo demonstrate, but

10 distribute ALP how 10 vole
cands instead. &

ANI) LABOR has o strong
law-and-order streak,

e

The Muirhead Inquiry fou

evider

deat

it

come

movements independent of La

hor | street marches
n defia delerscn’s Crac
dow i civil libertics, or e
mobilisation by womer nd
trade unionists against his at
tacks on abortion nghts A
demonstratl against  the
Commony nd
Expo have done y chal
lenge racism in Queensland thaf
Labo ever done
Neveriheless,  because U

e

in custody, Fitzg
carthed massive corruption
levels of the police force
| Coast cop is curre
the
rashing

from

courts on ¢
prisoner. Yet
Jkesperson Ter

Suspi

O |w|\\|ll\'ll (33
ry policies has always

radical  political

ALP is seen by most people 3%

¢ abi
. Worker
class vote. Fo

as a vol
worth volng

reasons it

And h

o

g Wayn
will be the quickest
mansirate in practice

alternative
them will

people’s illusions in the

Party

are

founded.

completely

be

e oss in
Wiy
that

un-

Jeff Rickertl

The ailments

— -(-p,uﬂK? It’'sa
E::m'ﬂ,(" feeling. Every
40,000 people die from

LY rition and millions 20
malnv whilst food s de
’“'“EE.« force up the price

!
and the profit i

Measles, dipthe .\'«lll\_“‘[_‘ Ph

g, diarrh0€d: the discases Of
e BB e under control
malnumtion; 27 g

es like Australia. In
| over 23,000 AU*-!NIIJI!\
Jie each year from amu‘kn‘\‘u “--r
Juted diseases like fung cancel
While diet contributes 10 over
alf of Australia’s prL'mj\I\.lrx
fealns from heart disease, Clc-
[nustrial sccidents and diseases
yill and main with manotony

This is inevitable under capl
alism. The food and tobacco
indusiries. exist 10 make profit
wilhiout regard 1o u!n_-umer\
nealh. Bread-makers, for exant
je. can produce more bread
wilh white flour than wholemeal
flour, (and hence rewurm more
profit) hut the nutritious wheat
werm and fibre is lost
" Food adultcration 1s an old
cost-cutfing practice. In Austra
lia in the second hall of the
sineleenth century, tne food cap-
italists added iron filings to lea
brick dust to cocoa, and water Lo
milk. Now dye is added 1o peas
o keep them looking green, and
sugar, salt and chemicals arc
added to almost everything

People happily consume beer
tobacco and other drugs in a
sciely where stress and worry
creale the need for escape. And
pushing them is routine for an
advertising industry that can sell
everything from plant manure (o
Prime Ministers.

Any reforming health minister
who atrempts 1o lake on the
lobacco companies runs foul of
their economic power and the
threat 1o gl!\‘\:lmlllﬁl“ revenue
One and a half billion dollars in
1ax revenue from tobacco flows
annuglly into Treasury coffers in
Ausiralis whilst the  victims
mike an carly trip to the coffin

Cument government policies
making public service offices
smoke free don't derive from
any desire to promote health
Rather, the government is wor
ned about future compo claims

‘.“' jpassive smoking  related
conditions, =

HE STATE will only ever
At on health when the costs
"ﬂlﬂll_ profits by harming the
u:u\m'ls' of the working
T When ki cl

I'n?‘ T m.“"r ers or others
nthe 18505 in Melbourne
O in five babies dicd hefore

\heir first birthday and conta
g ascs were rife in the

unsanitary  urban
This threal to the raw
matenial of industnal
capitalism prompted a cam-
paign of public health reforms
and a safe

wncluding sewer
water supply

Meanwhile workers in several
countries  were  fighting 10
<horten the working day. Miners
fought for such things as it
head baths. Unionists cam-
paigned for legislation o gIve
some protection 10 women
workers

Pure food laws were only
enacted in the US when an out
cry followed the publication of
cocialist Upton Sinclair’s book
The Jungle in 1906

In Britain, the state paid some
attention 1o public health as war
mp]‘ll'.u'lh‘\l. demanding @
healthy worker in the trench as
well as at the factory bench. This
cost the state o little but saved @
lot.

The conventional attitude 10
women's health has always In-
volved a double standard, but
with a difference Middle and
upper class women in the 19th
cenfury were supposedly unable
1 do anything meore than light
needlework, but they had 1o
wear extremely unhealthy elo
thing such as girdles. Working
cluss women meanwhile worked
in dark, swffy. dangerou
sweatshops — their frail
only remembered when mé

Nowhere is this oquari
tween inzqualiiy i:qh:::g\“:‘:é
inequality in wealth as marked
as with Aborigines. They have
high rates of several complesely
preventable  diseases. [nfm’l
mortality has dropped a lot — it
15 now “only” four times that of
other Australian chikiren. Mean.
while amongst 40 year olds
Abongines have fifieen times
the death rate.

‘0 CHANGE all this more is

needed than education and
publicity, If you suffer
of income, time and satisfying
work, you can't pursue a good
diet and an active leisure. Nor
are our working conditions and
our living emvironment under
our real control.

Socialism s about people’s
needs and health is a fundamen-
1al one. Health under socialism is
about safety at work, safe food
and an end 1 hunger, greatly
reduced working hours [0 re-
Jease time and energy for phys
ical and intelectual achieve-
ments. We need chikicare on ap
and a breakdown of the stereo-
types of the beery male and the
ile, anorexic female

In the meantime, the collee
tive struggle to make life more

ments against them votng.

Only as a result of the wom-
en's liberation movement is it
now possible to get reasonable e T it e
access to abortions. And even humane and h.‘a!lh‘\ ol

scnond 1o (OPPOSE productivity deals, or:
i ruw\:j U[ gamsing around hazardous sub-
e e el I‘d SLances, airconditioning  €tc)
forms of surgery x‘:‘rr\ t-n:n.\ s i e
ot Al (st 1al mlliunn_ fighting the health
sealf e cuts can make some improve
oM Hi ol ments and raise AWArCness
C:\I‘n'lu‘!:«\l e helth "'"',"'E"mm?ump:r can et
cal solutions i is something W
probiene The rivalry hm;m our feeth into nt}.wl. wﬂllh: :
companies to patent an " ot better for uS
l‘.E\I.I“I”JTN‘- cun-p:lmn cash in on the ::L MacDeath. khealth from
A milion dolar AIDS  ppurgers and i
spparkel”) means researchers L owide epiderics but one
don't exchangé Kknowledge.
sses skimp on safety and
S pecause s
eats into profit For
current building

— Phil Shaanon
el Jamey Stone

es a5 nding
re only banned due
on by the BLE in

on Cranes Wel
yo industrial actt
the 1970
everyday
Qur evenu o
1 conditions are the .\ﬂ
f ¢ cancer and heat
as the

jiving  and




! ' THE height of World
of NSW saged @ massive
industrial rebellion. Within &
few weeks, almost 70,000
mmmﬂkedoulm

called the General
Strike, the 1917 stnke was not,
in fact, iupwﬂgd by all umions.
c b NSW union. the
Australian Workers' Union, was
never invalved in action (al-

ough it contributed 10 the
arike fund). This i one of the
reasons for the strike’s defeat.
But il was an impressive episode
in the history of class struggle,
and we can lzam some valuable
lessons from it

By 1917, Australia had been
a1 war for three years. The Fed-
eral Government, led by WM
Hughes, had been successfully
opposed by the unions on the
issue of conseription, and both
Hughes and NSW Premier Hol-
man remained hostile to the un-
ion movement.

The cconomy was a disasler.
The war had causcd the loss of
overseas markels, prices and un-
employment rose while wages
fell. Since the war began, the
cost of living had risen by 30 per
cent, the basic wage hy only
15.6 per cenl. As usual, the sac-
rifice demanded of the workers
was greater than that asked of
the bosses; and [rustrated
workers saw profits rising and
dividends increasing while they
suffered increasing hardship.

Industrial action had declined
with the coming of the arbitra-
tion system, and recent sirikes
had tended to be confined 10 one
industry

The public transpon arcas
where the strike began, already
had substantial grievances: low
Jpay, o decess (o arbitration, and
;:M“"'E ‘-.'.f conditions as the

ar sent the railways'
plummcting. T s

N 1916, the unions had suc-

sesfully resisted atiempts by
the Commissioners to introduce
~ "‘f“;"w"l‘}m and task record-
g system, designed 10
cost jobs and keep tabs on indi-
vidual workers, into the railway
workshops. In  July 1917,

Council intervention
postpaned action for a few da
but the Commissioners r:fug:&i

Scenes from the great strike

10 negoiiate. Indeed, they tough
ened their stand even more in
reponse Lo overtures. On 30 July
a conference of delegates from
affected unions issued an ultim
atum: withdraw the card system,
rike on 2 August. On
and tram

The strike spread quickly, lar
gely through rank and file init
alive either through dircet
support or through refusal to
work with scab labour. Miners,
r_n'.ul tramsport workers,
time workers, carers,
workers, members of the Sea
man's Union, coal lumpers and
unions in food production and
distribution, all got involved

From the beginning, & cross-
union Strike Defence Commit-
tee operated. Unfortumately, it
was composed mainly of union
officials, and its activities and
statements did not reflect the
anger and determination appar-
ent among the st workers,
On & August, it said o the
Premier

fﬂl‘("’::ei:“‘! Our responsibiliry as
il you du, gnd if an ho-

: understanding can be
reached even now, what threatens

to be a grear natonal calamiry
canbe averted. You know as well
@ we do that ... the n

few days. We want 1o a
We are not here io thre
all”

The government, on the other
hand, presented the strike as an
altack on the basic tenets of
Australian life and the Parlia
mentary system. But it didn’t just
rage publicly against the strikers,
1Lset in motion some determin
strategics (o defeat them

RMIES OF scabs were rec-

ruited and set up in huge,
guarded camps, where they re
ceived free food, beer and visits
by vaudeville
grateful pol 5.

Leaders of some of the more
powerful unions were arrested
and jailed. The striking railway
mncmm ere de-registered, and

govermment announced that
it _“\:-uuld. no longer negotiate
:l'ﬁlc:.\"c [ch;:_mu' Commitice
U e imilies were denied
mNewcnlld ess, on 31 August, a
un%: meeting of metal trades

MISES voted unanimously 10
santinue the strike

The Defe, |
panic, ‘:ndnu?::ns(u;;i;:w:mum
the Lord Mayee, pomgi ot
and more, On 6 Supk;:hmm
‘l]\u.l\win\ with the h\nl\i}"-rI
Commission, 1t agreed m‘"ul
commend a return 1o work =
e gvErTR
card system was lo \|;,‘. L:‘-
scabs were to stay; and "“E‘lll’lll‘
zalion was given a green lighy
with the Commissioners to haye
absolute discretion in filling v,
ancies, only being obl ;ul (0
ve prior consideration” 1y
former employees
he railway workers were
outraged at this sell-out. Unfor-
wmnately, a majority of the unions
wvolved voted o accept it

n

Of those who applicd 10 be
employed” 2200 were
seked back. By 1920, 440 of
were still on the blacklist
Over the nexi month, oher
inions drifted back under s
ing conditions.

FPYHE MINERS were [airly
successful in “discourag-
" the scabs, but the waterside
ed to face drastic
changes in their conditions and
contracts.
WWE members were only
s whe
fesperate for
Twenty-three unions
1, and sc
jons were operating ak
the

employed as

15585 Were

regist

overnment had
1its stated aim of
of the “extreme ¢
element” in the unions
the strike lasted 82 days
nd involved
workers. The Delence
tee raised 23,000 pounds but

Ce

the government spent 10000
pounds to break it
The lack « ity among rall
0 y hall

overnment
and to keep the m@
The scahs gencrd

vernme! her measures 1o
wered morale even further
The Defence Committee T ust
also be blamed. Insted link:
ing up the unions in 4 joint list @
demands, it went on the defen
sive and sought class peace ot
any terms
II'\I'Iml {he struggle went 00 for
as long as did was a [ri!mll: o
the strer and determinatio’
of the rank and file who jlm‘
ihe strike and kep! going for
82 days in the face of incredible
odds.

__ Fris Harmiso!
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Aussie spies roam the globe

1 FRED Brookes, Tirst
pead of the Australi
; Intelligence  Servic
(ASIS), bdieve:d _thal
ry 1S ruined if it
liced by clandesting §
As jnnm:ﬂi\:_:_ Hrl‘;‘u\ o
illiam  Pinwill show i
;"‘):{n:v\hcil history ol ASIS, he
has been supported 10 this by
Liberal and Labor avernments
for almost forty years
ASIS tends to be a bit of a
joke these days ever since 118
with masks and guns
mashed down & door at the
Sheraton Hotel in Melbourne.
[errorised guests and sl
were caught by the local cor
But there is a more sir Ister
side. ASIS 15 partly about the
collection and interpretation of
information from overseas so iIr
[he other facet of 115 W wrk

and

ces. T

s special operations This is
where the dirty tricks like br
ey, deception, blackmail, sabol
2 and assassinations

ASIS has its fair share
work o its “credit”. In 1938 1
supported a CIA inspired
jtary revolt in the Ind
island of Sumatra. In
it worked closely with the € 1A
in Vietnam. Its nts dressed
Viet Cong and conducte
fings i the villages. N
the VC copped the blam

The organisation played a rol
in the bloody 1965 coup in Ir
donesia, It spied on students in
the Philippines in co-operation
with Marcos™ seeret police. It is
highly likely that it
Malaysian governme
on the activit
here in Awstralia 1
played its small part in the over
throw of the Allende govern
ment in Chile

1L
) supportive of its
work, Gough Whitlam was, at
most, wary of Australia’s secret
police. He recalled the agents
from Chile but was happy
enough to endorse a special o)
eration, backed by the British, in
the Solomon Islands,

Even the 1974 Royal Com
mission on Espionage was di
reeled more 4t dampening down
Labor Party rank and file calls
Tor more drastic action @
the intelligence services
The ALP leaders’ loyalty to
S and the rest of the sceret
police flows from its loyalty to

N e
Australia’s national (imperialist)
inierests,

o 8 d Junior pariner of Western
lm‘lfn ism in the Pacific, Aus-
s mulers have sought sup

e, o

ideology  ulti-
ASIS on the
grounds that it warns us o
gression by foreign di

sents damning proof
far from protecting us stood lor
it helps to inflict
workers of other Wil his ndiculous

f ag-
ators.

soldhar  presented W iih a can

v MY

Holy social
crisis, Batman

history of popular cul-
is the history that pro-
pwhere is this  SWBEC
the unfold- 1

Batman
the birthmarks of s
The Great De
ascism, the
upproaching war

grin
hook hero

1 all the old
unhinged,

He SOCIALIST ACTIO!
S

n for their own Wi JUSUC order, the trumph ol
ry goals in i

1 the US and
S what it can offer  within the law
wnd powerful allies
is information and practical sup

ante, 1 1
ood squarcly

He was precisely what the six
eration Wwas 10 Teject so
clean cut, eamesl
" thoroughly “square’

took up

Baiman was & figure of fun
Jittle morals
e tacked onto cach episde about
truth or justice of ght — all
npy deadpan
ess 1 he audience
eripusness that the
W j 1o see throught

was en
The defiance and protests of
the sixties have gone. As Lh\‘l
world has drifted through the
scession of the sevenlies
sm and sl

fashion. : .
Which brings us !
in the Batman saga: the

10 the latest

as @ gim
n the com-
]‘mn\-;!y
c is an

naviE:
If Gotham City ¥
and d nperous place |

entling, €V
human, UnSe o decay
marish. 1152 comupt an ‘d:\ iis
hed! i place and so too A
he

s It
Against (his
maim characters P Y
The villain 1s he

packdrop, the
out helr

Joker. In
oes.

Hate you reticed
anyone teund here

acting ;‘.*r_;ngg >

the comics he was really just an
overdressed bank robber. Jack
Nicholson presents him as 8 psy-
chopath and 2 sadistic mass
murderer.

Against him stands Batman.
He is still on the side of the law

but now he is way outside it
Hardly a single criminal i atu-

ally brought o justice through
the whole movie. Instead, Go-
tham Cilys streets are littered

with the corpses of the bad guys.

And s [oF his motives This
Batman is not the traditional
squarc-jawed defender of night
but a deeply disturbed individu-
al, driven by unresolved child-
hood  trRumas Hencath  the
frightening costume 15 concealed
an even mare teningly Un-
balanced personality

The message of the movie 5
ge of the eighties
yous oul there and even

the me:
is dat
the heroes are susl

ecl
Er:}.ﬁum Willett

The i
disturbed




Behin

sstMOﬂD Jim Mc\.e'\-
ng

Possum’’ is one of the mane
interesting autobiographies
by an ALF politician.

s because uniike rmost La-
bomPs \lrLe\Ia“d began as @
al, being a Trotskyist

illmﬂﬁ

for whalrl\vs an |-npona|m

flict rather than a defence del
they refused

nounces that view
ng over why he wa nnhl the

T i
evidence of r
Jav Enmn deporie

eepl Gar
doors o th
None o

now porfrayed as a loal for s

ical majority in F!Mams ruling
class saw CONcessi B
for the Empire than cc
especally i they
cism off agains! Russia.
Sadly for Chamberlain,
cal in th

afte
Munich, the Stalin-Hiter p
carved up Easien Europe be-
tween the two dictalors and frees
Hitler to advance west A month
later the world was al war.

ILLIONS of workers ans-
wered the Allied call to de-
fend democracy, but their lead-
&5 knew the real battle was over
empires.
Churchil  signed the  high-
sounding Aflantic Charler wilh
FPresident Roosevell, promising lo

The mayhem of WW2: was it worth fighting?

ng it

'RAGICALLY missini

the war was a third 1o
which could turn the battl
empires Imn one for socialism.

The

from 1845 1o 19
s colony a
independenc:
pan. If the Allie:



CRACKING THE
STALINIST WALL




momon 3
Fighting back

worldwide

ABORTION rights are hecom-
ing & world-wide battleground.
‘Demanstrators marched
through the streets of Brishane,
ey

:gm and Melbourne in early
iber.
The actions werc part of an

international mobilisation in de-
fence of women's nght to
choose. 150,000 people rallied
in Washington in the same
cause, Thc mobilisation  is
world-wide because the attacks
on abortion nights are going on
in many counires.

French manufacturers of the
abortion pill RU486 have been
threatened with a world boycott
of their products In Britain,
Maggie Thatcher is allowing an
amendment to the government
Embryo Research Bill to reduce
the time limit on legal abortions
from 28 to 24 weeks.

4 But as recent events in Amer-
ica show, if we fight back we
can tun the reactionary tide.

When the US Supreme Court
voted in July not to uphold the
1973 decision (known as Roe vs

SociausT YN Acrion
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of pro-choice forc
ing in a half-million strong dem-

Wade) which effectively lega-
lised abortion in America, it
seemed a black day for pro-
choice advocates.

But the court didn't ban abor-
tions, which came as a surpnse
given that Reagan appointees
and conservatives had a majon-
1y. Rather they decided not to
decide, and the issue is now be-
ing fought out State by State.

That the outcome was not im
mediate defeal is almost certai
ly due to a massive mobilisation

, culminat-

onstration on 9 April, the biggest
for many years. While the mo
ment wasn't strong enough
extract a really progressive
judgement out of the Supreme
Court, that mobilisation laid the
basis for il 1o go forward

The movement is now win
ning some important victories. In
Florida, an attempt to pass a
package of bills restricting abor
tion failed completely. And for
the first tme since 1981, the
House of Representatives voted
to fund abortions for poor wom
en who are victims of rape and
incest

Even the Supreme Court has
helped by upholding a lower
court conviction of a group of
abortion clinic protesters

L g
Summit not
a high point

summil to argue agaimn holding  Sacial

any more demonstrations. They
told QAGLR that Labor sup
ported them, but had no inten-
tion of saying so publicly

Socialist  Action embers
argued that militant action be-
fore the election was just the
way o get the issue onto the
palitical agenda. Unfortunately,
much of the QAGLR leadership
has been sucked in by Labor's
empty promise

The debates were not re-
solved, and no action came out
of the summit. But in the context
of a very repressed and fright-

ened leshian and gay community

in Brisbane, the fact that the

summit happened at all is
encouraging

CHILE ’W
Our Aussie
imperialists

THE ELECTIONS in Chile

have renewed interest in Alan
Bond's investments there.
Certainly after sacking 267
workers, with more retrench
ments on the cards, Bond de-
serves 1o be despised in Chile as
much as he is in Australia. But
Bondy's exploitative  ventures

are only a part of the pattern of

Aussie impenialism in  Latin
menca
Other major investors in Chile

are BHP and TNT. Between
them the three are involved in
copper, tel
transport.

munications and

BHP holds a 57.5 percent

share in the Escondida copper
mine, which gives it control of
one of the largest known un
developed copper deposits in the
world. But the Big Australian is
sensitive 1o local people’s feel-
ings. It has assured Chileans that
Spanish will
come the main languag
the mine.

entually” be

e used at

st Action in ey
vember. “We Wnuldmn‘r(l!' iz
taken them on unlesy we L1

our Tship were upj ':;“?n

And support from other frag
Unionists is increasing Wul:‘ﬂ
in the Pilbara have banned o
Ansett flights (Australian doe o
fly there). A number of L“::Jn.‘
and Labour Councils in \l\-osl.n:s
class centres have passed nnr3
tions of support, including ':u
Tsa, Newcastle and Ballarat, Ang
even without any appeal by the
pilots, many trade unionists are
u alternative forms of trans-
|mrt.\\ll'wr than fly on the scah
operations.

zralion representatives are
also speaking at union meetings
to unt t the airlines
disinformatic

Ansctt have claimed that they
most of t s

1 il Services
blished by Christmas. But
consists of 90% of

» normal” but
four of their
o planes each

d;
Ansctt were forced
1 court that some of
yut pilots signing
were “mislead
A large chunk of those
ots had never resigned. The
ia continue to repeat claims
about the “d
over. But {
held demon
their poirn
public. When H
new CES offi
tona), he was besu
The pilots” strategy retains 1S

They haven't

major weaknes:

tried seriously © the support
of other airline rkers, who
could bring yerations

al and
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mpered by their desire (o em
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ACT 2614  The aim was to get the lesbian  Percent of it SR '.I: comer Hawke is painted inio 8
WEEKLY and gay male community 1o Workforce. Ansett Airl JW“““ B E mpltly I A
MEETINGS suggest directions and .\U‘ll;:gi.-\ o ;"adw:u 1asa  seems possible  tha
| for the Queensland Association  commercial | e private  considerations may |
Monduys 7. for G 2 amline  Ladeco. v .

AL g Ry L Refarm, On emment  to  setile
el GLR's agenda is the decrin Christmas
M-'Bl'ﬂem&c"un inalization of hulllliw;uj\-zk,:‘-‘l\ U_NIO_NS'__‘ _W ¥

700 and full equality before the law. | 1 Tivo HUNDRED AND

. s bl e law | [ Tivo HUNDRED A
ey | iS¢ this agenda is so li- = \ Two HUNDRED AND
Bridge & Gacr : 5 50 i wo K
B £ e iy e, the debates were more Pilots are (ot =L 2o
T 10 shou methods hunaboutsses. |y orf AN

Baynes 51 . ave been a g 7
West Erg militant atmosphere. T:I‘s.‘dni;::! g ng tOugh ) ¢
Canbams WEnl wias growing after a ~ e

a milit- EKNEW w
Iusdans, 60 ant rally of 250 people at Par) lh\:}' KNEW we were taking on
Workaes, G, ament House Ik government and the ACTU
Cree Butthe AL as well as (he e ACTU
el the ALP sent along Deane  knew i employers, so we
BED. - an lls and Janine Walker 10 the Pllots‘l I'E:d“jd be o long fight”
CIALIST ACTiON eration official told | 518 PETER ABELES oo

NATIONAL POLITICS

strife

§ FEDERAL Labor on the
» Are we headed for

I's still hard to imagine the
Liberals, yesterday's laughu
ng office. Bul we

er be sure. The
ment is looking tire
and accident prone, and sudden
Iy the Libs have polic

hecause they
ntrol of the

Labaor is in st

account deficits, th

has raised nterest

vernm
rates to slow the econ

fute’s index of consumer
sentiment
building uj

s
1al finan
year as being
ore the July 1

Lax clls el those fax Cuts
were supposed to be Labor's
election winners.

In itself, t

bosses continue ke

they Il only stick v

long as its longer term pl:
Australian capitalism secm
working. And here’s where
come 1o one of Hawke's bigg

heada

OT LONG after Sel

Button admitted in an in-
terview that his famous industry
plans weren't working (oo well,
the Bureau of Statistics has re
Jeased a survey that shows in-
is implementing new
ment and production
ies far 100 slowly.

of 6500 manu

Only a
facturers surveyed had imple
mented any of a long list of
technologies such as Compuler
Aided Design. Only 7 percent
were using computers for con-
trol on the factory floor. And a
similarly small proportion werc
using the much-touted new
“Japanese style” management
methcds i

Yet these new methods go 10
the heart of Labor’s plans to
make  Australian  industry

s th

during which Hawke and Keat-

As top indusiry leaders come

wonder whether Andrew Pe
k and John Hewson shouldn't

ORKERS are becoming

ing dole payments for those un
der 18 in the guise of a new Job
Seckers' Allowance

While the government hands
out millions of dollars of public
money 1o subsidise the airline
hout the pilots
giant firms like
are 5o stingy

one area: child care

And while workers suffer, the
basses keep boosting their salar-
s According to the annual Av-
dicy Group report on salanics,
property development MANAgErs
in NSW can cam up
§150,000 a year. In NSW and
Victoria, salaries rose hetween
10 and 15 percent last financil
ong high flyers in the

year among
property industry

No wonder workers A€
lh:mm-n_n at the bit in the build-
ing industry and sections of ma-
aifactuning. No_ wondef m:n\
strike totals for 1980 look like
being the highest since early 10
the decade .

Unfortunately, the nse o

o militancy weve S
::Il[:‘l\\h\ past 18 months of s.]ol
fas come dangerously late

n

aill is not powerful enough 10
force the

union officials it
ous industrial cam®
ned 0 Wil And
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coincides with a new Liberal
government, we could again find
ourselves fighting desperate def-
ensive baitles.

ND MAKE no mistake, the

Libs are ready for govern-
ment. Peacock is 4 lightweight,
Hewson is inexperienced, and
the industrial relations policy
might be a little naive. But in
broad outlines at least, the Op-
position  is getting  its  act
{ogether.

The tax package will appeal
10 the electorate, and the losers
‘will be Jargely powerless people
Labour market deregulation can
work up [0 @ point in i recession,
and poarly organised workers
could get very badly hammered
while mew ~ anii-union laws
hamstring the sIFONET RrOUPS

Micro” reform in industry
would be camed out with the
sledpehammer, and unions like
those in the maritime industry
had better be ready for a fight

And we'd be facing all this
with a union movement whose
membership has fallen sharply
under the Icadership of Kelty
and Crean.

Assuming Labor manages 10
scrape back, will things be
different? More likely mey}l
steal many of the opposition’s
policies, and start wsing the
sledgehammer more {hemselves.

Fither way, We en
1990 haying paid 2 high price
for the first si¥ :.mrs of the

ol
Hike S04l Enersin




are heing exposed.

In the countries we wisited in
September, Paland and Russia,
“oquality” simply means women
paid job in indusiry, plus unpaid
domestic d and endless

ueuing.
; Mngm elaimed “right @ ©
wark” is a myth.
In the 19605 under Polish
Jeader Gomulka, chronic unem-
loyment  reappeared  among
women and job discrimination
was re-introduced. Then in the
19705 there was an ideological
campaign in favour of the “so-
cighst family” in an atiempt 10
gel women (o accept more Tlex-
ible working arrangements.

the home. In an empovenshed
economy, & second wage is es-

months’ paid leave, many don't
mike use of the extra time

attacks on women's rights con-
cemed abortion. In Paland abor-

there are about a million a year,
F_Mﬂ]j‘ because other contracep-
tives are hard 1o gew The official
women's magazine Kobicta | Zy-

“It is easier @ leam from
another woman at work that the
il makes you fat or makes hair
prow all aver your body than 1o

deals with the Catholic

withdrawn.

performing an” abonion. Lech
Walesa indicated he I.iked»l‘l'\c

letters. “We want the sole right
o decide how many children we

we want 10 be able 1o legall
Lerminate our pregnmcm"g B
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Yet they cannol be happy in a1 a Soviet protest rally

Warsaw's feminist g
thered signaturcs on petitions. S0
e wites: did a group of Solidarity factory
achivisls
claimed that the Solidarity lead
ers were “too much in the hands
of the church.”

find a serious leaflet or booklet, It Then on May 6 a thousand
s not only that contraception i people ok to the sireets of
e promoted on @ mass scale. We Warsaw, carrying banners read
da not even have the means of .

contraceplion themselves Good ;
ones that is'™ adopted by the monks™? Other
slogans warned against a joint

HE STATE has o ?;:{rl::..\'hlp by the Party and the

Church, In September 1987 the The demonstration was sup-
_r.m sexual education book was ported by the Polish Socialist
introduced into Polish schools, '2ry (Democratic Revolution),
After a hysterical Church- which grew out of the militant
ked campaign, it was ing of Solidariry

At a second demonstration on
When the latest atack came, M2y 10, women workers told
lhnlngh women were ready 1o Journalisy
resist. At the beginning of 1989 'aken tme off work
& drafi law formulated by the bnefly, to make it clear we want
Church was presented 1o parlia- 10 Protest.” The regime backed
ment, proposing up o three ye- down, and the new &
ars jail for anyone having or BOYEmment won't revive the bill

Sull, the Szezecin feminst
“:!r!\,lekmw has claimed that it's
same shit” under th v

1 Zycie got a flood of  Bovermment, Fiftter

struggles will be needed
have” wrow o I

e one reader, “and N 11-'2_ USSR, perestroika

meant new attacks on

sential. Althongh women arc en H
titled 10 three years' unpaid ma- a e rl n
temity leave in addition to four
The most outrageous reccnt th e myt h Of
L] L]
tion is & mass phenomenon. Ac- e m a n c l t l
cording 1o unofficial figures

Olga Lipovskaya, editor of the
Leningrad  samizdar  journal
Women s Reading, told us “wom:
en are now heing blamed for all
the prablems of the family (and)
for the plight of abandoned
children,” which in turn I
propagating the idea that *
en should stay at he
has much to do with economic
restructuring, for in case where
enterprises lay off workers, “of
course women will be the ones
10 lose their jobs” .

The regime encourages the
myth of what Gorbachev calls
their “purely womanly mission
because it wants w convince
people that their jobs are less
important than men's

Polish women
cheer
abortion followed. e

I'he Tegime claims 1o Addre
women's problems, Afier llk:‘l"\“
power, Gorbachey called for .
creation of Women's ¢ ¥

ou
(zhensoviery), and the ncils

f Sprang
instantly all over the munlr)t b

Olga Lipovskaya Investigated
the shensoviery and found they
were “just an aid and ally 1o (he
Party” ;

rweal branches at the
> or in the communiy

v the Party com.
i disirict of Lenin
grad, the person responsible
the n 15 a mare | have

i sponsible
e She

of what womten'y

miifees.

HY IS is it that the east-
ern bloc states, which

. male or fc

arc just a “labour re
source” there can be no equality
or liberation. But this s1
hange

n

1989 miners’ strike
ands of women
joined the mc

Some
were miners wives, others
struck in their own r as mine

workers or as fi rkers

ng solidarity

L !

If workers themselves could
seize power in the so-called
“workers' states™ e ipation
{ more

women could bec
pty phrase
s and Tom O'L

than an e

Liz

idarity’s election win. Bul attacks on

F————

Fight for freedom’s not over

HERE 1S an old Ger-
Tman socialist s
“prothers, to the sunlight,
towards freedom 1t

That is what the people of
East Germany arc aiming for,
nd in some ways they have won
it. It is thrilling mullions of
in the fight {o express
travel freely

I In
ne very worpied
Art hureaad

addition o
East  Hurn
westerm
quite nervou

Popular resist?
shaken authoritd Tegim
Warsaw Berlin,
ailers dont want this example
widely followe around  the
world, Thus even whil€ Geo
Bush was inanely clamming tf
: the Berlin
lvisers were
pes that the situa
bilisc.

e

expressing b
tion would st

West  German  Chancello
Helmut Kohl does wanl an mn
flux of skilled labour fror the

rliners take 10 the sireels.

strations began 1o spread higher than in some member jobs, But most East Germans
\hroughout the country, with de-  states of the European Com- have no plans (o immigrate, and
mands widening to include free munity. Those Wartburg and  those that do are in for a few

it to come in at

trolled pace that suifs th eleetions. Trahant cars we've seen driving  shocks.

I Hacian troops and lacal po- - wesiward may fot be the best  They wil find & hotsing chor

needs of capitalist industry, MO G, opched the m went. The quality, but there are a lot of tage in West Germany Half a

the aspirations of the workers e OIS e o declared that  them oa East Genmanroads.  million pecple iave 5 place o

themselves ; e peaple had “lost the govern-  But more recenily prowth bas live, partly because the conser-
Meanwhile, 2 5 ot “u.'i ment's confidence and would slowed. Like so many eastem vative government has cut the

pean countres is uncasy at | .

have to work to regan it” bloc states the GDR has bar: public housing program. Where
promp 3e
reply: “Wouldn
dissolve the people and elect 3
new one?” problems have coincide
Afier the defeat of the rising, the political upheavals in Po
what option was left lo workers 4. Hungary and the Soviet
but to flee westward? As skilled . - serkpater e o
HAT KIND of state I5 o left the country, the re-  While the GDR Eoveriiet; i:rw‘nglaqnlcnl.'-‘p(‘rup:lm i
East Germany, o etisis, which it could ban Russian magazines it S50 Fe S jhe Federal Re

it maw in crisis? O erlin Wall didn't like, it couldnt siop ils 7

prospect of 4 reun fied Ger
many, which wou

economic power. We ¢
an increase in anti-(
paganda  soH

World War 2-style chau

{ Brecht's bitter  rowed heavily from the west 150,000 new h““"’:”ﬁ;‘.“ﬂ'l}
it be better o more per head, in fact, than Po- €8¢ YE3L £ ety Lo
o P i, roopoanc  oaly (60O TAVEDSEL R

with Y&

ipp hild care facilities are infe-
fior to those in East Germany,

and for the first time the immi-

net ¥ i e blic is out of work, whereas
3 nocr e e g ut “glasnost” P

The “German Democratic i, 1061 people leaming J"“U;—\. P employment has been wirtuil
Republic” was imposed on s Since then the GDR has seen  from West German | lead- Iy Tlon existent in the east
citizens by the Russian occupie some economic success. It is the Fora time, East German fed Of course, as the GDR's rulers

Honecker could hold
dation
(ing

after the war, much as the " Fed:
eral Republic” was imposed

the western part of the country

(enth strongest cconomy i the er End

: ether some kind
i Iy to patch wgether some
world, with living standards the ling by sheer inur e

g e of '-,-L,\;\uu.mrc;lmiln” com-
But the flood of refuges el ation, some of the economic
1o the west through "‘f\' benefits available to East Gier-
ongade Gorbachen's VL X Tyt or may dippear. As
‘.N.I his weakness .l i i Russia and Poland, any intro-

ev deserves Mo more Cre ‘I duction of “market socialism
ld local (0 i unemployment with it

preat disadvantage
industry, and was cut off 1rt
both the Ruhr in the west and
from the coalficlds of Silesia,
which had become part of Po
land. Its rivers ran not 1o the sea
but into West Germany, and the
Russians had plundered hall the
railway tracks

The new stalinist regime stll
achieved  cconomic  growth
through investment in heavy in
dustry, bul workers faced severc
shortages of consumer goods
After Stalin’s death in 1953, de
mands by the government lor

2 ly Lo
{han Bush (he stmply
narty leaders that Russian :‘u:‘;
party

¥ *t do their dirty work, s . -~
"“‘\i‘]‘r‘tl'n:.:] b‘a\tl. Honecker was HERE 1S nnm“wml:
= ¢h 10 scal the g0V emment s what the ““'"w
oy ) They have demanded poli
= freedom and demoericy, B0t &
] ISTENING fo our nm_i‘m{ ret;::\itlu‘(:\ﬁl:‘:-w:‘:‘!mmm i

o5 uuu!dklh':::eli:: k\.:\ﬁr how a combined pm;ugnr\dd_uf-

(erman peop! vere g .
with western \1|PIIHD,1H But .mnlk‘““‘"'“_‘“"“d Tﬁ:{:;ﬁ
{hings are nof SO SRR | sel “cronoe et
Ceruainly {00 g oy asectionol the population:
i wiest GeE) Hgyptely NS AE S0
|, and those

Fast and West Ger

standards

mavement
more productivity sparked @ have an 3pPEE’ 7 o el better &0 ndependent
demonstration by buildin, do head west Expect T L — PAGE S
tlin, Demon SOCIALIST ACTION




May we quote you?

Sirike Breaker Halidays

will appeal deserve
something much mare
exciting.  Like Mururoa
Aloll or the Bermuda Tri-
angle 'GEORGE Bush wans to give tax breaks 1o the rich
= and we wanllo give lax breaks to the near-rich,
British ig‘sm:e — Gongressman Bran Borgon on the Democal a
THE good ald British bob-

|
_a woman who twice  “NO government in the world would have lolerated

atlempted suicide in ihe  having the main square of its capital occupied for eight

cells al Hammersmith Po- — weeks "

jice Sfation has been — Henry Kissinger, about fo do a business deal

charged by police with

damaging the blankel she

“THEY shouldn't be killing the rhinos.”
— Kyt Minogua, asked about the South Afncan

sation

Gay issues for t
990s i

Vested interest

THE OQueenstand Go-
vemmenl has been al-
‘tacked over the decision
to buy #s cops 1411

“WHAT on earhiis it?"
— Princess "Fergie, picking up & dead ral in a ¢

Isragh  company.

Coast manufacturer
Combat Clothing is angry
that it didn'l get the con-
tract.

Qur suggestion fo
Combat Clothing:  The
cops mightn'l wanl your
vests, but there’s an even
bigger potential market
amongst their vicims.

buflet-proof vests from an wsed in trying 1o hang her-
Gald

sell

And a1 Boston in Lin-
gcolnshire, police locked
up a man charged with
Iitering for two hours until
he agreed io lake off his
cap

Horsing around

WHO says the Royals are
slack? Royal Family
watchers in Britain have

HearT
e

Begins at home
THE Fairlaxes are one

AY ACTIVISM around the AlL
ssue hears the mark of the conser-
tive 19805

With the decline of radical social protest
movements and the lower level of class
sruggle in the 1980s, radical lesbian and
gay politics wer affected too. While a lot of
people kept on working very hard, gay
Dolitics became more conservative, and
mainly involved the promotion of
“lifestyle”

@
GoLP
OUR people are linked
George

Cook's tour
THOMAS Cook Travel

Small g
pects of life hi

entred on particular as-
¢ combined with the com

revealed the lengths that
is one fourist company Princess Anne went to in
unfazed by the pilots. dis- order to save her mar-
pute. Theyre adverising  "od° o Mark Phillips
USyiks  Breaker Hoj. "heniwas on the rocks. Big spenders 0.03%

days’, fiying Ansetl o In December last year, REMEMBER how the lia Bank
Caims, the Gold Coast. for example, she held a New Right used to say ‘As soon as this artic

Hamilon Jstand o Tas.  Surprise dinner party for = '

mereial scene 1o that ambiguous
thing appar ling class and so-

cial divisions: the mmunity
[Despite contipuing home
ism these days affords us s 3
1 tly defined limits: the

8 that if we got nid of social published we will hough with str |

mank. 70 guesls at Galcombe services, charity from the  another 1000 rec S M T it contalie |

e 2 novelidea,butthe  Fark 10 celebrale Mark's rich would take care of across our desks ghetto, Muc s thrived there. Tt continues

destnabions are. a bi lotieth bithday, which the poor? ERCERERIESS (LT EOSS o provide support and a positive reassertion |
ab. The sort of people 1o had occumed on Sep- i our se y. 1t e where some

dr
whom the concept of 'ember 22

Poetic licence to kill

The Financial Review
has surveyed Austraha’s
lop 50 companies to dis-

160 jore creative
and uninhit

But it’s also alicnating

] loan of $10 million
The community

NO, Israel does not . rs al ten |
2 oppress the Occupied Territ cover just how philan- &\ tan per i

Whic) i erritorie he currel arients 1o a consumer lifestyle, whil 1S,

Whih & why i poam hung n huge leters on o hropic they are. Gver half the current I i )

- of a senior Israeli officer in Gaza fpr ere 100 shy la respand e5s loans. sexism and reactic TR \ ‘

i - hat's a millio lars me a5 105 = :
saveral washs untl Ha'areez” 5128l s op newsnaper The answers of the rest nats a milficn dollars mor n str A gay demonsiration in the seventles: where has the radicalism gone?

Yes it is true tha suggest why. LW k%«n Fair: X Not too many peof _.I} ; : . ¥
manr:nraacam;nn:::?,f:us Most gener g in interest pay- oppression ‘-!n-n‘ up with Al thc same Lme AIDS councils arc That the ¢ 'um.ﬁ‘(l.Lp!\'(.r.frrwuimr\ andits |
Vesthsisaimy work 100 50 Wi Al I ?f the y groups or with the work performing valuable work in educating now inexiricably bound up |

iffe passes pleasurably e B ag;“; Food line Sot entirely surprising, since the opportuni-  people .unus.»mum; o rmJ
, e shocks a bulel and a e ing ilion, bt JuoklE ot LATEST joke circulating ties to do that have been fewer this decade St there:ire alan lentyzof et AT C TS pent :M::/J’m polical |
Kﬁ;@'_;mrﬁew when g bullet touches profit. Abaut average was Mascow food  quEUES: The community, then, is a contradiclory — policies around we sfill have to fight. Re fffm.;;f:;.{un.:rizn.: like if or not, we |

el e dulls Coles Myer, which parted H w you've thing, 1t has been forced on us by society's jignce on penal measures and stale powers ‘m\”\m:;Pfl:'l‘l\r[';l\_':l‘.n:r A

pleasuve with 0.5% of profit. A long g preju we have also helped to cr those affected by AIDS h.a\trll:u.:lluc can't rely on it. Federal Labor

When you've
nty  shopping
cannot  re:

it. For that red
radicalisation an

To sea haw i

Tosos ho ng?m’}”d is ying oft last was, you guessed it
ful places in the Territorie. Jot Elli ‘

Thers ar bt i E hn Eliotl's  Elders

o . and mary palms which shelled out a mis-
e are Arabs there 1o erable 5200,000, or nr‘\Tv

it is a potential base for  yng nean they re
It gives Us @ education on prevention o mans
5 sense of our stre , and al the same ume the disease
a knowle of our twilight existence in
socicty

Without this comm

has shown it is unwilling to take on the more
reactionary State governments even whena |
nation’s health s at nsk. |

Compulsory festing for migrants and pn
sups that are already the
y's prejudices into handy

ND MORE impertant, are we really |
part of the system? 1t s & system that

soners ums

FROM PAGE 5

nity, AIDS activism

5 soci :
East German :"‘:“\“;\-l:‘ujulr.\' An underground  some the existing political L h\.-.l‘l‘ t\‘:\ “. \::I\J..!‘:\ H|‘G‘::h:\‘|\|;‘\. s, and also can be the thin endol  pates our guis, a system M‘Mfm"ml |
Y mnmhl\-p( i up The Berlin institutions. The Boehlen meet B s mered. L e Tor assaults on civil liberties in us up and ey ‘lr,\‘ltl”fﬂrlrl'ltu_sl by ey
emerging that L'dw":imd’-m‘-f‘.m (“Borderline ing called for coalition 0! I‘\mw d l\ o L|.‘ :u |‘|: ity and oursclves the rest of society A il mlh‘lhu ; ’mu’n;] L gl na |
U=m0w.§mm' wants genui e a print run of 900 reason” a slogan also used by o community & A IDS nolicy s uneven from Staie {0 State fiberal South Australis

his layer of activists laid the  the ruling party I o 2 pount partly reflecting the reactionary elimate in Di we wan! 1o be pa

forces down the wa

WA, Tasmania and Queensland The con- g : [
women s second class citizens, keeps |
|

tinued prohibition of sex between peaple of
the same gender has allowed State govern
ments to force AIDS Councils to withdraw
explicit safe sex pamphlets ;
errified of

Fearing cuts in funding, and termified ©

confrontation, the AIDS Councils failed 1o
{he pressure. This

fight hard enough against it
was consisient with the caulious oliLIcs LE

ST

There have always been
ple who wanted a r;un—:apim)xl
aliemative 1o the system. Until
the 19805 there were only isolat-
cRd figures such as philosopher

obert Havemann, with infor-
mal circles around them

But the 19805 broug| E
growth of a wurld—xﬁcbmpc:;::

::.:m\ for this year's growth of

lgger opposition groups such as
the New Forum, and also for
some more leftwing trends

They will
need to dismar
structures if they

For that they need an inde
pendent workin, mave-
ment. And there
developing, with reports of
hundreds of workers joining new
unions in the factories

Bl T THE commu should not L
1 poal in lesbian or gay pol
because that would mean accepling our
Oppressic
In fighting AIDS we are not simply fight
a virus, but also an array of social and
itical institutions hat have allowed the
spidemic 1o take ils present course

Aborigines in illness and poverty and _l’mlm
up Bub Hawke as 2 macho role mode! 4

It is one thing 1@ recognize that we need
10 secure government funding, and C\Ipcn.l
\he ereation af 20 AIDS hureaucra v)\\::;l;
ing with the government. Iiis Amslhn.ll-ln?
ther to sce this @ representing a con
e new relationsiip between us and

L»:’\ group called the United

mH bu].umud 1o have 600
embers as early as S

5 y as September.

And 2 me :

in

of several
hundred people n the town of

MOVET i Honecke| . e 0 ~al clima . e

uI\i;“:lu. and under the pro- r: yesterday's hack Boehlen called for “sociall he East German uph !Tl:humu the current political climate Gt oeonze e Councils all over the .

tect protestant churches aj with fi . clalism o and the activists’ orientation to @ separatist g yster a4
S an h 1 g - E : b i ; and the

Eas Gi dom” meaning social potential. Move community, AIDS activism has generally A am Carr for- have only gt the funding

PIte tepression, the
¢ peace groups  Ownership of the i =
mobilised hlllillrE!lN of ‘Iflw\\ll\ ll.\I"p i ST feli = A”‘s |

ENMAN peace movement
fearly in the April,  AIDS b

cracy becouse We fought the

se led to the cre

sineeped Mo {he confined iise rnme 5 bu

a ¢ 5 ed itself 1o lobbying the government B e .
slogan  of m“gnvelglme“.: and  had  thousands f (\lmjuf“”n combined with “self worki councils in C -mlxmg‘t v.l:[hh IIH‘L"I];; rul||::l|1Lwn| pres mulated these ;‘ni-un 7 system successfully e IMIBL tely weak
; rou of determing faroy . L d e o : : 3 i sysl 18 B ately weak
siren; gh  sympathize Mination . + Hunga 956 ¢ 1 of p88 issue of Ot o forge we will ultir
igh, they counterposed a  When o of the produgers ry in 1956 and part ¢ sure tactics such as occasional demonstra- 1 e LIS Khis
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g the

— that Is, by the working class,  F0knd in 1981, p
tlu?irhcf:..?.“iﬂ“"‘ ke ”‘m"y g forward to real social
bl AN counterpans, still

dgine they can make use of

g 7 ¢ oiclemic st force
tions, this has yielded some limited success The AIDS ‘I"‘!‘J"‘J;::A;mjz(r governmetl
The government has adopted some reasond: men 1o rethink uufF “r afer of 1Hirgs BERET
ble policies, allowing community groups an and 1o the esiablished £

i (has) forced gay men
important role and sponsoring Jaws against g oed 80

slogan of their own: “make

When thy
: " e peace g
peace withoul weapons!” Des- Ty

ebbed, as it dj
3 id in the west
pethaps 2000 oppositional acti-
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| backlash, or be mobilised 10
concessions  fromt the

eracy with a planned econor
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and governmeiit into W




i Jves as part of the sysiem will
m:iﬁ:'rup with the wrong allies As
we draw closer fo Neil Blewert we will find
i harder fo build alliances with health
workers who come under attack from the

ment, Yet only last year a strike at
Fairficld Infectious Discases Hospital in
Melhoume over staffing Jevels — where
many people with AIDS arc treated —
highlighted how closely linked our interests

m:‘Rimilariy if we are allics of Brian Howe,
what sori of support can We expect [mFu
Socual Security siaff who are engaged in
endless staffing battles with him?

11 is already clear that other groups of
‘workers can be won [0 8 progressive stand
on AIDS issues: last year in WA, building
sworkers threatened industnal action if the
State government implemented proposals
for HIV blood tests before granting superan
quation. Sa we have common interests with
building workers — but wasn'l il Adam
Carr's “system” that smashed the BLF?

To go forward around the AIDS issue and
wider questions of lesbian and gay male
politics, we need a much wider community
than our current ghetto

We need a community grounded in
struggle rather than lifestyle, and one in
which all the oppressed are welcome while
he hostile nature of capitalist governments
is never forgotten.

— Michael Connors
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THE AIDS issue b fied up with the
reactionary i eologies of our time and
the profit mo : of pur cconome system.

Because in the west AIDS first emerged
mmainly among gay men it became a stig-
matised disease, with a Festival of Light
Jeader announcing; By being & homosex
ual you choose to die.” This atmosphere
led 1o criminal negligence by the US go:
vernment, which did nothing between
1980 and 198,

When medical research began, it was
held back by companics reed for profits
Each one jealously guarded its work rather
than sharing information. And when drugs
have become available they're notor 1ously
expensive.

A Wall Street canference in 1986 pro

claimed that “if you ean develop som
thing for AIDS .. yoll can charg nything
for it But participants expressed concerr
that HIV infection wasn't spreading fast
enough. Patrick Gage, of the drug mulu
national Hoffman La Roche complained

“You have to understand that AIDS
a markel that'’s excifing Sure 45 g
but it sn't an asthma or a rhel

arthrins.”

SocaLsT W Action

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for socialism: fne creation of
a tlassless soriety in which the agono-
my will be democratically planred, and
workers themselves will make mé key
decisions aboul economic and social
life. Countries fike Russia and China are
bureaucratic class socielies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism,

Revolution, not Reformism

San

Lessons from the past

HE 5000 strong mobilisation
against Fred Nile in Sydney on 2
October raised a lot of important issues
for anyone fighting against sex oppres-
sion — in fact, for anyone fighting
back against oppression of any kind.
The protest action made it clear that
Nile's gay-bashing politics are opposed by a
Iot of people. and in that sense was an
significant step forward

Yet at the same time there were important
weaknesses. The organizers worked hard all
day to prevent any confrontation. Marshals
went 50 far as 10 line up with mounted
police to keep prolesters off the road. As a
result, much of the potential of the mobili-
salion was lost

The organisers weren't just wimps. They
approached the day with a particular polit-
ical approach.

They argued that parliamentary opinion
was on a knife edge in NSW about leshian
and gay rights, and also about gay law
reform in Tasmania, Queensland and WA
So the task, as they saw it, was o win over
ong or two more politicians in each State
and so up the balance. To this ¢nd, any
protest must be kepl as respectable as
possible .

That meant the gay commun
ity had to be
controlled 1o make sure no one acted “vio-
lently™. Even mobilising large numbers was
risky. ‘The Village Voice Australic: quoted an
anonymous bar palron as saying that to
mobilise the gueens you needed to pet them
angry, and i ket them angry they'll
want to beat up Nile and his supporters,
The end result, as dej et T
'L as demo organiser Ton
W“x:;lil'nmf said 0 the Srar 5.‘.!5(‘!\1? wa);
evel of cooperation and tr AL has
ust that has
‘l{:;%?p(gfa?mwwl" Ith: local police and the
s marshals. When crowd
became an issue, the palice did mﬁt‘:::r_ﬂ'

confront the crowd themselves, bul just

asked the 1 |
Actually did confront the

crowd, but n't change the

1ssue, In order to woo politicians, cor

ity leaders allied themselves with the cops

against the MONSLELOrS.

I 1S not enough for socialists to just
denounce these leaders are traitors. We
need to look at what's wrong with their
politics.
In suppressi
few pollics.
putti all their cgg
don't win that vote in parliarn
We have built up no strength ¢
the hand of parliament through the thr
continuing action in the streets,

militancy in order to woo

This doesn’t mean we have to be blood-
thirsty. There was little d of anyont
actually giving Fred a black eye. But
could have occupied the strects, insistng
that they belong to us 1
bashing bigots. We could have marched u
chanti ans, and not stood along

and 1

re are deeper problems (oo Itisa
good thing that lesbians and gays look for
allies. This is somethin; ists always
U, in opposition to separatists who im
agine we have sufficient power by ourselves
10 change our situation, But the rally organ
isers look for alliances with those Wit
already hold power in sociely: cops, polit-
cians, and business people
Secing these people as allies only makes
sense if there is no fundamental conflict
between the power structures of souiety and
lesbian and gay rights, if our oppression s
simply an accident or a misunderstanding
The minute you recognise we live In 4
society based an oppression, and that poli
ticians and cops are among the Oppressor:
this approach becomes nonsensical, Helping

o 3 S 18 R
Francisco gays smash up City Hall. Are respe able methods a better way?

the caps control the st 5 only strengthens Moy 1L, whose birth was marked by the

\heir hand in 2 wider social battlefield. and  Stonewall riot on 1969

<o in the end only weakens us. After years in which cautious “he
We certainly n lies. But we should  phile” move s had cautiously lobbied

look to other pe who might also be Or a resp place in society (JJ__\ Lib-

tempted to punch Fred Nile's ad in eralion came out ting and transformed

en fighting for abortion 1
uniomsts, Aborigines and
are no friends of the |

W

pecting change to come thr
tion between
the elite of society
movement for ch
people.

When you consider that the

hits, militant tr

\! s w 1

iticians

&

nd

AT'S MORE more the rally organ-

society have substantial re 10 parade nmolested. And the result was [0
g y w¢ family instilu-  strengthen our influence, including our 1
tion, traditional gender roles and consery fluence on those politicians wh
tive prejudices to keey ytain ideol |caders are so anxious to p ASE
contral} it is madness 1o rely on courting th if we want [o not unly oeend ourselves,

establishment

but ¥
Our whole history shows this, The grea-  tion of
fest gains for leshians and gays have come point.

in the wake of the militant Gay Liberation

Ok Fhiiuge, Wil -
TEachen . .

AN,
EVRYone

4

The two sides meet: conirontation can't be dodged

s perceptions

- Mardi Gras itsell be
protest for our rights, and was attacked by
the cops. It wa N
tations on the s

n new gains in the 19
Stonewall has to be our starting

round the wa

novement declined along with oth-
he course of the 19705 and 1980s,
pohines that dominate the lesbian

male scene today is basically &
to that carlier approach, which
Jaw reform when it suited
but made litle practical

wost people’s lives
as 4 militant

only after repeated
Is that we won the

_ Robert Stainshy

NHY DCES

ABOUR WANT
HOMO SEXUAL
TEACHERS IN

BUR SCHOOLS

9fls, the tradi-

We are revolutionaries. The expe-
rience of Labor in power has shown Ihe
bankrupicy of aftempts to tnker with the
existing capdalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road 1o sociaism. Their state is a weapon
ol class rule, and must be smashed

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party.
The working class cannot make a revolu-
through spontaneous upheavals The
bosses are orgamised, and we need Lo
organise oo, Today we work 1o build a
stronger revolutionary mavement out of
the ggles being waged on the job and
aro ocial prolest 1ssues, Tomorrow
Wwe must ereale a mass workers: party (0
lead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

\We are internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the strug-
gle sociahsm knows no national barm-
ers A socialist revolution cannol survive
within a single country. It must be spread
10 other countries of 1t will fail. For these
reasons we are for bulding a worldwide
movement, and we 0ppose measures like
protectionism wiich L e workers of
an@ country against others. Only under
worlgwide socialism can there be an eEu
to war and the threat of puclear war, and
an end 1o the abuse of the enviranment

L iberation from (Oppression

We fight for liberation and against he
oppression of wome. blacks, migrants
and gays. Al of these forms of pppressian
are used to divide the working £lass Thsr
fight against them 15 an essential par Ut
building @ united revolutionary movemen!
They can only be ended through ending
capitalism and building socialism.

Socialist Action oy
for Socialist Action. i's Ao
go“o?w‘s’le!alklng ‘aboul the world :;m %O;JI;I!
5 1o change L “Mandst theory and r e
‘ anda are only ‘meaningful if they & i
uide to action. In the unions, swalﬁmr?:ng
nts and wherever people aré ummk
5 petier world. socialists are N the A
g!ﬁe fight. I that's where you wan to

Join us today!
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class

TEACHERS have shown 2
Jot of fighting spirit this

E:I:n private school teachers
have voted 1o take strike action
over pay issues. Although a mi-
nority of pash sehools pay their
Gaff well, poorer sehools are
another story. On 26 October,
3000 private sehool teachers
filled Sydney Town Hall with
placards such as Teachers
wage war'.

But as usual (he public sector
is where feachers are best
organised

NSW teachers have ftaken
strike action over salaries and
workloads, Negotiations be
tween the povernment and the
umion over “structural efficien-
ey hiave been bogged down for
months. Then when the Greiner
regime finally offered a 9 per
cent salary increase, it de-
manded trade offs: longer work-
ing hours, fewer holidays and the
rght 0 reduce salanes for
teachers they claim aren’t per-
forming well enough

= . . ceceore:

TRAMWAY employees and other Melbourne workers at a rally in the City Square. Trammies have
spent the last months of 1989 resisting government plans ta abolish conductors. The Cain regime
made this move afiel success

It's not only the union that's fighting back. People with disabilities point out that it will make
it that much harder for them to travel. Women have reminded the government of how hard it is
to get prams onto trams without help. They and other groups were represented at the City Square
rally. Unfortunately. the struggle has been hampered by a Tramways Union leadership that holds
back from decisive action, preferring “guerilla” stoppages and public relations gimmicks

removing guards from trains

Teachers hit back with a 24
hour stoppage on 26 October,
the same day as the private un-
ion. The Sydney mass meeting
voted for a series of rolling
strikes throughout the  State
Calls from ane rank and file for
an indefinite strike gol quite a bit
of support, but were defeated

Officials from the Teachers'
Fg‘del ion opposed the indefi
nite stoppage by claiming that
Greiner's  interpretation  of
Award Restructuring was out of
line with trends m other States,
They claimed that a bit of pres-
sure would eventually force him
1o change his stand

The government responded to
the strike with & pay offer of &
per cent. tied 10 productivity
trade-offs yel 1o be disclosed

NSW high school teachers
have & also been fighting over
“Meadowhank” classes — extra
classes piven to teachers who
have finished HSC instruction
The government has stood down
over a hundred staff who refused
o take them. In quite a few
school the entire staff have held
stopwork meetings when some-
\3011)' was given one of these

extras” 5o widespread is resent-
icy.

ment al the new poli

There is currently & moratoni-
um on action over the issue, but
the dispute could escalate when
it expires.

Meanwhile in Victoria, Edu-
cation Minister Kirner faced a
mass walkout by teachers when
she visited Sandringham High
School. Students cheered.

During the next two wecks,
Kimer had o dodge evening vis
its to various functions for fear
of facing a crowd of teachers out
the front. Then on 26 October, ¢
whopping 80  percent  of
members of the three teacher
unions supported a one day
strike. Even non-unionists joined

5

Why this explosion?

Teachers have devoted end-
less unpaid hours o carrying out
the governmenlt's rationalisation
of schools, and more unpaid
hours 1o mectings to facilitate
the new Victonan Certificate of
Education  (VCE Courses
anwhile salaries have fallen
at least 8 percent in real terms,
and the government insists any
pay rise must be traded off
against & one hour increase in
teaching workloads

But the main issue is the dead
end career struciure, wherehy
afier 7 years' service you may
not be able 1o advance any
funther, unless you move into
non-teaching duties,

Ihe  Vicwrian  Secondary
Teachers' Association has re-
sponded  with ils “Classroom
Teaching” campaign: members

'AGE 10 — SOCIALIST ACTION

have banned all work not stipu
lated by indusirial agreements.
This includes all meetings on

John Cummins was imprisoned
CE, excursions outside school
hours, even playing ping pong
with the kids at lunch time

statement saying that if the VCF

The mass strike meeting voted
by over 95 percent to pursue the

Unfortunately the other two
unions have yet to act on the
(!E(l\illll‘ Even the VSTA has
lifted its buns after being told to
do 5o by the Industrial Relations

onginal attack on the BLI

& closed off the lifts. [t was quite &
al a special general meeling on J

Cummins had been releast
do community service W
stead of a prison senlence. £
building workers had shown
again that militant action

W “total  war
gainst the drug traffic”
i Colombian  President
jo Barco Vargas.

In late August authoritics
arrested almost 11,000 people
\usycc!ud of involvement in the
drug trade, seized $200 mullion
worth of equipment and drug
socks, and curtailed  civil
liberties. a

The emerging new class of
drug barons or narcos”  are
\hreatening the dominance of
Coplombia’s prescnt rulers. Bas:
ing themselves on their new in
dusiry, they have begun (o en
gage in greater and more inde
sendent political activily
N\: .\ul‘\ it ar the malia
backed far-m
ting up the Mover
tional Restoratic
contest the presidential elections
Their influence extends
iness, the courts,
vernment bodies and  the
Church.

S.]Nl

(M

HE ELECTION campaign
has been bloody so far. Au-
gust 16 and 17 saw the murders
of a Supreme Court jud;
commander of police in Antio-
quia and three left activists.
But it was the killin
eral senator Luis Ca
that led to President E
laration of “total war
time of his death he w
dered the most likely
10 win the presidency
represented the current
Liberal party most ablc
fiate peace with g
in some rural ar
him popular in the c
His murder should ¢
surprise. He was an
opponent of the
malia has elimi

r dailies, politi
cians, anti-drug judges and po
lice almost unceasingly in the
past few years

This most recent military mo
bilisation has produced limited
results, OF the 11,000 arrested
for involvement in the drugs
trade, two-thirds were released

for “lack of evidence

Very few “Mr Bi were
touched. OF the two major car
tels, only the reputed treasurer
and another who is third 1n
charge of the Medellin cartel

were picked up. No atiempls
were made o crack the well
protected Medellin retreats, usced
as command posts when life gets
tough outside

E ARE reasons why
imited measures have

Firstly, some of the state’s wp
leaders have given in under the
strain of assassination threals.
Two of the president’s ju

i, I

A cocaine raid in southem Colombia.

Colombia’s
drug wars

divided over how to cope with

Behind
bloody

These vigilantes fight the
eumillas, as well as attacking
members of the agricultural
waorkers union. In 1987-88 more
than 1200 members of left or-
panisations such as the Peoples’

capital punishment. Some even

Also, sections of the armed

opportunity to introduce reac-
chiefs informed of planned ra bl ekrofias _m\udcn:d.
Dozens of judges, journalists,

ed in Washington. The Us

was to deliver them to the maha

rulers have taken advanta




Ciub members demanded the
following week thal two aca-
demic staf! involved in the demo
{Socialls! Action members)

sacked, They claimed the issue
was " of speech” and

“freedom
’"ﬁﬁ_ ed that students picket
a Socialist Action campus club
meeting that week.

We decided 1o call their bluff
and turn our meeting into 8 pub-
Jic debate with them on freedom
of . We pointed out thal
the Labor Club had not been
Involved in the “Free Speech in
the Mall" campaign, had never
protested control of the media
Bob Hawke's mates Skase,

g

The majority of the 70-strong
‘audlence supporied our stand,
and nothing's been heard from
the Labor Club since about the
issue.

New pamphlet

1N 1988, Social Security workers
in Sydney ignored the conserva-
tive advice of their union leaders
and fought the government in a
long 8nd determined strike.

Franciscans rallied to help

THE BIG quake which shook
San Francisco in October ex-
posed more cracks than just the
San Andreas fault.

It opened up & big hole in the
myth that ordinary people are
paturally jealous, self-centred,
and incapable of co-operating 1o
run society. and that our bosses
can do a better job.

Disasters have a way of chal

lenging conventional ideas about
the “natural order” of things. In
the 18th century, the great Lis
bon earthquake convinced many
people that God was a myth, for
how eould a divine being allow
it to happen?

They also exposc the preed
and short-sightedness of our rul
ers. After a ruinous quake in
Nicaragua in 1972, dictator
:Smumhl s cynical channeling of
international relief funds into his

“:" ‘"‘_‘" gains beyond what
union  leaders believed
jpossible.

Socialists were part of the
Ieadership of the strike, and now
two of them have wrilten the
history of it. Called Fighting La-
bor's Cuts, the pamphiet by Eris
Harrisan and Dave Main, is now
S

2 and the Inte
tional Sacialists. g

private bank accounts discredit
ed his regime, and paved the
way for the Sandinista
revolution.

After the recent San Francisco
events it emerged that the col-
lapse of the Nimitz freeway,
which killed 60 people, could
have been avouded

= Highway
and Trans

Authority officials
said only a third of a strengthen.
ng project had been completed
before Federal and State funds

Summer camp

The 1930 Socialist Action
summer camp is no longer far
away. Il will be over the Austra-
B" D“:‘; week-end at 2 campsile
mmom near Mel-
lﬂnﬁ\lﬂmum o lots of

enleriain-

were cut. As in Australia, US
povermnments prefer o devote
their energies 1o raising the prof-
15 of big business,

WE ALSO saw the free
E AL ¢ markel,
“mamt: praised so highly by
c Peacock and Mikhail
;hmlm.-‘ Al its most vicious.
nce np-offs by merchant
wcr: rife for essential g(x)-d:
such as water and medicines

o g e After an initial hiccup, the stock
. reach exchange rose g capitalists
'AGE 12 — 50CIALIST ACTION

N

The eu}lhquake damage and the resc

al -

T -

e work: ordinary San "

It’s time to make the

bosses quake

thought about all the profitable
construction activity and vehicle
sales that would result. Even in
surance shares rose in expecla
tion that premiums would rise
The Wall Streer Journal re
ported bluntly: “On Wall Street
California’s  killer rihquake
was just another ch: 0 make
a buck " In San Francisco itself
stock brokers carried on their
parasitical activities by candle
light, neatly illustrating the
priorities of what Marx and En
gels called the “vampire class
The aftermath of the disaster
showed the class divi
ciety as well. The loc
monopoly restored power first (o
their customers in the swank Pa
cific Heights region, whereas the
poor and aged residents of some
other districts were told
would hav
weeks.

they
1o wait for up to len

Don't imagine the same thing
couldn’t happen here. In the des
tructive South Australian bush
fires of some ten summers back
the firefighters' union accused
the senior bosses of the fire ser
viees  of

diverting men and
Equipment to protect the luxury
homes of the chief fire officer
and other notables, while the
houses of mere mortals were left
10 bum,

BUT WHILE the ruli
= L ng L]
failed the test, the San Francisco
szﬂlquxrke provided new evi
ice of ordinary people's ca-
pacity for selfless heraism
it eroism and
i !'illu:usundr. of Armenians, fac-
B desperate problems of their

own, raised money for San Fran
cisco. And in northern Califor-
nia, the local people were out
cach other

They organised to find shelter
for the homeless, distributed
food, and carried out rescue
work, Ordinary citizens dire
traffic. And this in a city whose
volunteer workers
exhausted by the
to  maintain AIDS

reserves of

Then there was the case ol
James Betts.

When Betts crawled into the
ruins of the Nimitz Fre o
save six-year-old Julio Berumen
he was risking his life. What
ned of the frecway Wi
10, vet Betts says he nevel
1t twice about spending sit

< in there Lo save the boy

Neither did the Oa I
dents who rushed to prop up It
freeway with makeshift

s,

It is actions like Ehese that
prompied Adam Smith, ¥
ideas supposedly inspire ! }
1 New Right, to 0

= seem 10 principles 1t

crest hit

man’s nature which inicre |h{li
in the fortunes of others, .\”;
render their happiness AECESE
1o him. iced e

tyen D3 uayle prase
i Eyen Dan Quay e ugh

of yoluniarism
he hastened to add t i
Administration is in “mm'n;
We will see more of that \|:| G
when the working elass 18 1
we have & socl

5 in-
system based on generosity
stead of greed. Pl Shannon

B

justice

HERE IS no doubt that
Jice officers serio

misled the court. In fact they
lied.” i
with these word, Britamn’s
Lord Chict Justice released three
of the Guildfurd Four in Octob
er. The fourth was released soon

after.
Gerard Conlon, Paddy Arm

qirong, Carole Richar and
Paul Hill were convicted in
1075 of murdering the victims
of a pub bomb. They served
fourteen years in pr

though it has been cle
ars that they had nothing
with the bombing.

vave

I 1977 an IRA umt
detailed deseriptions 1o British
olice as to how they not
the Guildford Four, ha nied
the bomb. But an appeal court
didn’t want to know. "¢ 5
this new evidence 15 Conee med
said Lord Justice Roskill, "“w¢
reject it in all its aspects.

Finally this year a secon
peal has freed them. The pi
cution didn’t oppose the app
but simply threw 1is han 1 in, and
for good reason. The defence
lawycrs were in a position Lo
prove that the Bri
knew, even at U
ing the Guildford Four, tha
could nor have planted the
bomb

The cops had stumbled upon
witnesses and other 1 evi
dence that proved Gerard Con
furr
bombing, and had never
Guildford in his hife. They sup
pressed this evidence and de
fence lawyers only learned of 1t
this year

H.\Il THIS come out in
court, it would have con-
firmed what the defence said
from the be ng: th sed
en and (ortured
surd confessions.

o

The sight of Gerard Conlon
walking free on our TV screens
wiis memorable. But after show
ing that, the capitalist media
have been profoundly silent

They want us to forget that
the much-vaunted system  of
“British justice” that did this to
the Four is also our system

In fagt an this very mor

Gerard Conlon after his release
Famous Australian victim of pre-

vious police frame-ups, Tim
Anderson, is currently undergo

a committal tnal on < ]
bombi the Hilton Hotel
nce st fim 15

provided by a supergrass.

Anti-apariheid actvist Kerry
Browning 15 facing a similar of-
deal in Canberra

And in Westem Australia, the
sold bullion lifted in the Great
Mint Swindle has tumed up.
creating greater pressurc 1o re
open the case of the Mickleburg
brothers who were convicted on
police verbals

FHE POINT is not just that

coppers lie their heads ofT in
court. That's nol DEWS, and it
happens world wide.

The point is also that the Brit
ish police develop all their latest
repressive methods in Northerm
Ireland. Then the same methods
eventually arrive in Ausiralia

Following  the disastrously
mistaken IRA tactic of bombing
British pubs in in 1974, the BTt
ish police discovered Hmuml :
publicise d “terronst trials m
clous ways 1o sell the ided

greater police powers
After the Birmingham bombr
e 0
ings, they Were r""‘.“““:_“_
arrest without trial. Using ! "I:li
nowers, they detained Lm-_(_-ul i
ford Four while fabricating the
evidence.

e

The bleak face of British

When Richard

bombed the Seary or ASIO

1 the Hilton in
Australian COps were gﬂ:ﬁgﬁ
Al pending inquires intn the
political police were scrapped.
ASIO was given increased pow-
EMS 10 tap phones, intercept mail
and blackball “terrurists’
Meanwhile, by 1978 the Bnt-
ish had taken L‘ni wraps off s;::
cially trained SAS troops and
paramilitary police who were
unleashed first in Northem Ire
land, and later against siriking
coal miners. The Australian po-
lice followed by establishing the
SWOSS squads, onc of which
murdered David Gundy.

_ The release of the Guildford
Four also raises other political
issues. It is a blow agmnst the
“Hang ‘em high” advocates of
capital punishment in the Tory
Party. “This is a very powerful
argument against capital punish-
ment,” admitted Harry Green-
way, MP for Ealing North, “If
the Guildford Four had been
hanged, it would have been very
serious indeed

E ARE left with the ques-
tion of other political pol-
jtical prisoners sill being held.

Six men framed for the Bir-
mingham pub bombings remain
1 prsan, although the squad
investigated the bombings
ince been dishanded, be
cause ils officers had becn found
1o consistently [orge evidenct

lse confessions from

-
-

: |
e fiton bombing: Peoeie g O
socCl

Since their trial forensic evi-
dence offered as “conclusive”
has been shown 1o be inaceurate,
an expert witness has been found
to have altered his notes, and
Wo wilnesses have offered evi-
dence that the accused were
beaten by police.

And parliament itself has been
exposed. Thatcher's Home Se-
cretary, Douglas Hurd, told the
Housc of Commons in 1987 that
he could not submit the Guild-
ford Four's case 1o the count of
Appeal because there was no
new evidence, Tt was a lie

Finally, the trial exj the
class system that capumn (]
hased on. The original rial judge
of the Guildford Four, Lord Dao-
naldson, was educated at a pub-
lic school and then Cambridge.
He was head of the National
Industrial Relations Count which
jailed the Pentonville dockers in

1972

In 1984 he ordered the postal
workers to lift bans on the pn-
vate firm Mercury. At that time
hee owned £4500 worth of shares
in Cable and Wircless, a com-
pany with a 40 percent slake in
Mercury.

In reality, the cops and the
courts and their parliamentary
males do not exist to dispense
justice at all. They are there 10
enforce class rule and impenial
power, Paul Hill said rightly of
his imprisonment .

“This case, as with the Bir-
mingham Six case, was an ex-
ample o the Irish community. It
was a method of terrorising the
Irish community.”

— Denis Alsop

m,ﬂ for it to this d3Y-
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British navy

HE YEAR 1789 marked
3 {he 200th anniversary of
the mutiny on the Bounty a3

And indeed the British naval
mﬂjg‘jgunhﬁmebadmurhin
common with the French Reve-
fution. All were fired by the de-
mand for bread, hut also the
quest for liberty.

Retuming from a voyage 10
Tahiti, Captain Bligh's crew
mutinied in Apnil 1789, deposit-
ing Bligh and his toadies in 2

ihoat on the open sea. The
sailors had Jittle difficulty choos-
ing between @ retum (o the pov
erty of England or a pleasant life
on Pacific islands.

Hollywood presents Bligh as
an obsessive disciplinarian. It is
true that he had & violent temper,
and he humiliated the sailors
(calling them “scoundrels, ras-
cals, hellhounds, beasts and in
famous wreiches”) but the lash
of his tongue was worsc than
that of his cat-o-nine tails He
ordered only eleven floggings
totaling 229 lashes in the wo
year voyage — almost saintly by
the brutal standards of discipline
in Lord Nelson's navy

‘Thus the supposed brutality of
Bhgh_ 1s little more use in ex-
plaming the mutiny than the fan-
ciful theory of one historian, ac-
curding to which the captain and
Fletcher Christian were lovers,
who fell ot when Chrstian
switched 0 heterosexuality in

ti

Possibly the captain's restraint
:“r_:e“rmm the situgtion aboard

P He was transporting bread-
Iruit trees n hundreds of flower
puts, and consequently had no
0om for a contingent of ma-
;‘l!ltl A:;J;ns is the reason the

ors stage 4 succ
muliny so easily. a

WAS harder in the rest of
navy, where the up)
sion and inequality which cha
racterised all of British soci
found & ln"“’“’.

in the regime abaard ships

In the eighteenth century, the

sailing ship was ceniral 1 the

wm%h:hg]m
contained the largest work-

places in the world. A Man, of-

War had 600 men.

By e e oo

his memoirns the 1 in
on board, in whi “al';glmt:_

buman machinery” maves “1o
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the will of the all-powerful
caplain™.

The sailors did not want to be
there. Press-gangs, the courts or
utter poverty drove them aboard
ships. Their life was an endless
saga of back-breaking work
brutality and boredom. The of:
ficers diddled the men of food
and liguor, and creamed the
profits.

The balance of class forces
was hairline. The men outnum-
bered the officers, but the offic-
ers had the marines. The ma
rines were there to quell dissent
at the point of a muskel. They
alsa presided over the floggings,
a practice of calculated terror
meant (o cow the men. |
described the lacerated back
['Er: :'l(:jgging ‘ﬁb resembling

oasted  meat 2
i umt  nearly

Desertions were rife. And
Often grievances over lousy food.
lousier captains, shore leave and

;:ics developed into organised
nies  or  strikes, usua
Bt . usually

IN'IO THIS “;xplmi\'t situa-

came news of the

or equality was heard from Pa-
Tis 1 the London decks
Writers like Tom P .

ayne, ~

l“'a‘;; of the earlier Amzncn:\e::-

Toon, addressed the Brilsh

e, Passionate treatises

e Rights of Man”. Mean-

the

Mutineers ditch Captain Bligh at sea

while Mary Woolstonecraft, also
inspired by the revolution, pub
lished her “Defence of the
Rights of Women™ It was a time
of demands for social equality
and inevitably they spread to the
ships.

Leech complained that the of
ficers “do not treat with a sailor
a8 4 man” And a leafler by
mutineers of the Thames Fleet
in 1797 raged against sailors
being “the victims of tyranny
and oppression  which vile
guilded, pampered knaves wal-
lowing in the lap of luxury
choose to load us with i

The Admiralty reacted harsh
Iy to mutinies. Skeletons of mut
neers were hung in chains at the
entrance to harbours. Yet suc
cessful murinies spread by ex
ample, and mutineers pressed
the  demand  for
viclimisations.
. The Windsor Castie mutinied
in 1794, wrning the ship's can
non on the mannes. and won
their demands including no vie-
limisations. This precedent terri
fied the Admiralty. When the
Fu!l'odyn mutinied four weeks
;lcr they were promised their
emands and no victimisations,
ul the officers reneged on their
Eamm:sci and five of the strike
leaders were hanged

RITISH rijors  re

k mem-
o bered this betrayal, and
fe it in mind during the gi-
antic waye of mutinies in 1797.

Soldiers

and naval officers
had heen given a pay rise and
the sailors, who had not had a

rise for 150 years, were not (o be
leftout.

The Channel Fleet was
strategically placed for strike ac-
tion, as the navy was being rea
for renewed war with
France. Flying pickets rowed
from ship to ship. Ships’ dele
gates formed a Fleet commties
to run the strike, flying the red
flag to call meeting

Tens of thousands of sailors
occupied the ships, blockaded
London, and joined the monsier
demonstrations and nots on
s, war taxes and

shore over wag

the price of bread. When the
stnkers were considering @n
offer of a 20 per cent wage M

but without an amnesty, ¥
tine Joyce (an Irish revolutionary
and leader of the mutiny) re
minded the delegates of the
Culloden
The strikers rejected the offer
Within 48 hours, an Act of Par-
liament had been passed UL
ranlecing amnesty. The strkers
won all their demands, in the
biggest workers' viclory until the
famous London dock strike of
1889
Samuel Leech wroté that &
i for “ibert;

lor

e ht heroically
clime”. They foug - 3
for it. And they were the first 10
Ny the red fag.

_ Phil Sharno"

AST even the ACTU

ﬂnll ticed that there’s a eri-
sis in Australian {rade
unio

nism- o =L
The membership figures are
bad enough: In 1976, 51 percent
of workers were in unions. !n
1982, after all Frasers attacks.
the figure was 49 percent N\_m,
der Labor, the slide has accel-
erated rapidly: wday Immnuu‘
fon 15 estimated 10 be 42

reenl

On top of thal, among those
who have stayed loyal there 15
widespread  apathy and
demoralisation.

Why has this h:lmr.uul‘ And
more imporantly what can be
dane aboul AL .

The trendy lefl of the labour
bureaucracy has just plm]m.\l a
pamphlct dealing with  these
questions. called” Can  Unions
Survive? Its author is Peter Berry

secretary  of  (he Buildir
Workers' Industrial Union in the
ACT

Berry argues that the main

reason for the decline in mem:
bership is the explosion of new
jobs n the private services SEC

tor, in arcas like wholesale and

retail trade. Jobs in these sectors
are mainly white-collar, part
{ime or casual, and filled by

women. They have always b
poarly organised

To overcome the pr whlem.
Berry suggest that unions should

campaign around issucs that are
likely to appeal to these workers,
like job permanency, superan

nuation, child care and so
These are all sensible prop
it is disturbing that Berry
mention cqual pay

But if he has some
abou the issues, he docsn't ¢
with how we are going to cam
paign for these objectiv Em
ployers don't hand over child
care, permanency or betier super

wl ideas

out of the goodness of their
hearts. As always, industrial ac
tion will be a necessary part ol
this fight

Yet Berry frowns on indus-
trial action, and calls for the
“_miuim the disrup-
tion that strikes ) the

ohjectives he outlines for unions
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e F
Textile strikers on the picket line. Without this sort of action,
workers start 10 lose interest in unions.

How can
our unions
bounce back?

to improve the position of wom-
en workers remain but empty
words.
Berry's problem is that he is
sed down in the logic of the
Accord. He is be-
wildered by the fact that umon
membership has plummeted at
the very time that the Accord 1s
s He seems unwil-
comprehend
has actually
the drop 0

conditions.

decline for most of

sons (which Berry does oL I

non)

Jing strong
fing or unable 10
that the Accord
confributed 1o
unionisation
Workers join unions in order
to defend their wages and condi
tions. The Accord has mov ed the
arcna where these issues 4rc de
cided far away [rom the work:
plage, and into the rarefied
realms of the ACTU Waorse, 1t
has locked the ficials nto 1m

that Thatcher has throwt

a wave
that

when those unions are fighting
to defend or improve Wages and

The best recent cxample is in
Britain, where unions have been
the

her period. One of the rea- -
e ih B n- cconomy by the u:lum\cmlm
i 3 fery vabve

is (he capitulation of the safety
Trade Union Congress 10 Every
jece of anti-union legislation

them, and is failure to support
workers' struggles like the mn-
ers’ strike:

1089 has scen

have

wenl o the
Gardens at Kew,

imperialism.
Kew Gardens' resean

strategically impormant

ical colonies.

The Empire’s
flower power

ON A recent visit to London 1
Royal - Botanic

The Gardens, wri i
Mistorian Lucille nrlfﬁf; 'Tur:
“a delight 10 the senses and a
stimulus 1o the mind™ But she
adds that if you don't go 10 the
scientific laboratories  you've
missed what the gardens are
shout Kew Gardens were panl
of the scientific arsenal of Bntish

ch and

practical activities — including
plant smuggling — played a ma-
Jor part in the development of
several highly profitable and

plant-

based industries in Britain's trop

Kew had far-reaching effects
on colonial expansion. The bot-
anists could suggest where to

find a plant that would fill a

current demand, how o

improve

it through species selection and
hybridisation, where to cultivate
it in Britain's cheap labour colo-
nics, and how 10 process the
product for the world markeL.

For example, the M:

alaysian

rubber plantations were made
possible by the work botansts at
Kew did on developing the sceds

of wikd rubber, stole
Brazil

The rubber industry
only profitable, but alse
stralegic resource, for the

of western impenalism
India’s “excess labour
of the destruction of the
Malaysia, a5 &
against miass UATEsL

Cichona,

made,
under Kew's leadership.

of only acgomplished after
and reliable

important on 110
during Britain's mpen

n fom

was fot
y a vital
e indus-

trial growth and political pawer

And the

plantations made it possible for
the British to divert some of

(victms
pedsant

{he Andean fever

cl ne 15
al  bark tree from which quinine 1
was similarly developed

he co-

Jonial penetration of Africa was

a cheap

anti-malanal drig
" ailable, and quinine i
o ypical battlefields

st Wil

plementing cuts to jobs. WISES = m: Tﬂ'\‘ﬁ'e::‘;: conscrving TurE OF
nd conditions. 11 is hardly sur- _r'"ls‘“II ces of Peter Berry inve 4 species, a0 r
;‘rhll!u that fewer workers HOW The cha it are nil. But if other ‘“d‘"gful esealt
see any point in joining, 0 sty I!“”P“'l':lgs Iwkl it seriously, AU ecologic "4l remind U5 hll:
R e uf nature
@ 0, URIONS. 5 can SUPVve: beauty
I8 O sesn't have to be this way. tralian uBionS €7 7oy il ﬂl!ynpram rved by 6 be-
s his e labour move- ; - Supvive I8 BVl e olitahle.
|lmlr-:\lm|l:”2u:‘ijr:t|!l‘|: .-ln:l overseas @ Ca? U“p“;)”’ﬂ::r;%. Dickson, s Lk — Liz Ross
has shown that workers join UI‘l TE'{‘“;;IZ for $5.
ions in large numbers Precise y SOCIALIST




1 that the eighties,
ﬁ:ﬁwge of :‘:n *i!m
heads, shoult £ ¥ jan

mca:: Anset came heré when
Barry Goldwater lost in 1964 3;1
cause he feft Amenca had mo‘d.'
oo far fo the left. He raised seff-
randisemenl through the me-
da Io an an form, pontiicabing
endlessly on “the business View
He led the commercialization of
sport in Vicloa, even fioating
Narth Melbourne Football Club on
the slock exchange to buy it more
jiershi
p'e’nlli;l-‘np%s Skase was Australi-
a's No.1 yuppie, nsing from finan-
cial journalist to media baron and
redelining “conspicuous  €on-
sumption” with parties thal would
make Imelda Marcos: blush. He
had a §6 million yacht for enter-
taining, fifled with three kicher
barbecue, 14th century anique:
and getaway speedboals in case
of pirate attack!

On maving his empre 10
Queensland, he thew a party to
honour Joh, fiying in hundreds of
busness males, housing them al
the Sheraton, chaufleunng them in
a figet of 40 Ralls Royces, holding
a banque! in a chifion tenl com-
plete with $25,000 fireworks dis-
play, and sending them home with
gts worth over $100 each

To finance his Westyle now that
the media boom has gone bust
Skase has set aside $42 million for
the top four directars of Qintex, hatf
for himsell. He omitted 1o ask the
shareholders aboul this, a fact
which interests the National Com-
panies and Securiies Commis-
sion intensety.

Bul Alan Bond has been the
biggest wipa-out W the Aus
capdalist of the eighties had a role
model, Bond was it Yei as | write,
his future s in the hands of his
bankers

OTH Bond's rise and fall

disprove every myth that
capitalists spread about them.
selves,

Ge_nmal Pinochel's favourite
Aussie has always claimed him-
sefl as proof that any batier can
make i by hard work But while
Bond began as an apprentice

Tough times

for parasites

signwriter, there wi

Far from being a bat
into land speculation

worth $4.6 million.
work needed ther:
Capitalists say th
h

Bond is a past master at :
His Cook Island profi
Bond Col
the dollar in 1986-87.
Inde Bond has
considerable wealth out of
I profited

ment's Housing Commis:

In 1873 Bond boug
combe estate in
$72,000. 1 was an
heap with a mine sl
Suitable for by

the  Housing
$990,000, pockeling a $4
windiall £

Bosses who do corrupt dea
allegedly get punished.
on his own TV network, Bond ad-
mitted paying $400,000
Bieke-Petersen in order 10 do
business in Queean: sland, the Fed
eral Court ma

the use ol lavish out-of-coun “Iit
setlements” 1o pay off politicians,
Was swepl under the carpel.

ANY people

that his greatest dar
economy has its roc

Cup campaigns.

during th

Hong Kong which artificially b

&d Bond Corp's
wonder whal he

went bust
iddenty al
g them down the
urgler with the forune he's paig
v Channel Nine

EN like Bond cite this risk
of ruin as the ultimate ex.
cuse for their weaith. But as
Bond's fortunes plummet, we
will now see his greatest talent,
which is getting the rest of us to
pay for his problems
Back in his s
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it costing us
the Earth!




now standard practice
brought a cam o
licise the raid as a ¢
crime and drugs,
But that backfired, Whe

the police
crew 1o py
rac

ckdowp, ™

smaraca 4
Agartheid's

one skerrick of dope ¢ ;l !
still there found 0 wave befora
cameras

nwunmﬂm:mﬂw
Mandela freed, but heD
for Bob Hawke's

So the cops began loog
random, he
some

ing g
PINE 10 scratch y,
other  evidenge, ]},ul
found suspicious items sych as

guitar strings and one US dylly
Sl R then demanded receipts, armey.
icyhushmiﬂgbutSnumAchn :”Jri “;“"“ I’\"”ﬂulrm wha
2 - anlec 0 comply
with a feather since il came to gk e
puwe:. In fact, for all the sanc- g IIII' mbarrassed  Superiy
tions, Australia’s trade with tendent in charge lapsed iy
South Africa has actually in- ! ey I;:hhm-m ramblings  aboy
i r the cops methods™
creased in the last few years. % 7 in po
: : still way to go Ttiee netelE &
BNt sy o AToen demanaitrators: BlA BRa ey 10 liing “people of all the s
not lified, uniil alf political pri-  black resistance. The plan is take personal financial responsi :hl A" thus letting slip the fa
soners in South Africa are free  then to negotiate a constitutional ty for the disasters they cause. ™! " T ""r" 19 -lhgur drugs
and apartheid is ended. setilement which leaves the bas fifflidators  Aeross the Tas- OF CTME — IS aboul termon;

Pretoria’s latest concessions the Abgng
are a respanse fo economic cri-
sis. Growth has averaged less
than two percent annually for
the last few years. International
sanctions have cut the country
off from some sources of invest-
ment, and it will have to pay off
over $10 billion in debr by 1992

By releasing Nelson Mandela,

ics of apartheid untouched

Meanwhile the violence and
repression continue. The State of
Emergency remains in force. On
the same weck that president De
Klerk announced his reforms,
palice attacked a peaceful dem-
onstration,  leargassing  the
crowd and arresting 60

The demand for one person

man are trying to force Tim
Marcus Clarke, former director
of the crashed New Zealand
Equticorp group, and his cro
nies to pay out $430 million on
grounds of negligence

The trouble is that for all the
tafk about improving “business
ethics™ — a Sydney conference
devoted to this topic aroused

aded the home
ndy and shot hum

e, the decision of 3
0 sentence Russel

Savage) to the
has made the cam
his repatriation more

and lifting the ban on the Afri-
can  National Congress,
white regime hopes to defuse
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R
orkars’ Cuub, Grve:

the

one vole remains anathema o
the government.

The best news from South
Africa 1s the recent 12 week
railway strike. The bosses
sacked 23,000 strikers and mur-
dered seven of them. Bui they
have now returned to work after
winning most of their demands.
One of them commented:

“This has done more (o give us
confidence than any of De Klerk's
promises.”

BOSSES

Board room
barricudas

LAST YEAR the high fiers
started to crash, and 1990 is
sha_pmg up as the year when
businesses of all sizes come a
cropper.

The only way capitalism can
deal with its own inefficiency is
to perindically weed out the
more incompetent bosses. The
markel sends them 10 the wall,
and we or our fellow workers
end up on the dole queue.

John Walker, one of NSW's
most senior official liguidators
says that “the worst is about 1o
stan in smaller and avera
:‘licd wmﬁ_nnies” despite inte

sl rates finally i
e y beginning 1o

The growing financial cris

has focused auention on lhl:
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fogues who own our major com-
Panics The good news is that
some of them may be forced o

great interest last November
capitalism has a built in tenden
€y 10 concenlrale economic
power in a few hands. This op-
erales within individual
panies, (0.

Karl Marx wrote in Capital
about how the roles of owner
and manager tend o d
the system matures

com

as
.

Today

shareholders really have liwde Y&3© M Inst

power. Companies are run by
inside cliques, which find ways
of stacking the Board of Direc
tors with their mates.

According to the Financial
Review, “the old boy network for
putting mates on rds still
S2EMS as strong as ever.”

And  probably

"

it's
stronger. A study called Board of

getting

Directors in Austratia concluded
last year that in 1988-89 close o
409 percent of non-executive di

fectors were appointed on the i
advice of fellow board members

Act, Beverly

as taken away from
old mother in 1961
lays old. He
y a white missic
givén a n

1ame. They took him 1o the

t the age of nine, and aban-
joned him there six years later
e spent mine the next en

ns and jails.

1, who is an
with the support cam-
Brishane, told Socualit

i
A

n policies put him
{e is one of the
e for light over
t the Austral
has been doing 10
58 Aborigines’
yiman was Jorces
2 give up her child ™
Seeing her son sentenced 10
e electric Mrs

N govern

s Ulnder

chair 1s not

Whymun's first expenence of

This compares with only 28 per the violence built into our mod

centin 1987-88 em system «
ther died in police custody in
2

RACISM 198!
—_—

ustice”. Her fa-

Outrage
in Redfern

ar}{I some 150 NS
vaded ten homes, The heavily
rsuinumbcn:d residents w’é
fnggud out of bed and threa
lr:md.wnh guns, while their

Mes were ransacked. As is

W police in-

Brishane. Ph: 846 2145
_—
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feather

N THIS year’s election

we'll be {ossing up which
political party We hate the
most

It's a tough choice because
the policies preity much the

sime Take the game of musical
chairs over wage fixing
The Confederation of Aus-

tralian Industry ‘s lan Spicer an-
nounced on 3 1 ebruary that em-
ployers wanted the Government
1o continue with award restruc-
turing, and endorsed the provi

sions for enterprsc ag eements
provided in the current system.

Labor Party minisiers seized
on this as a crushing blow to the
Liberals. Yet within days the
employers had also endorsed the
Liberal policy. After all, it too
containgd provisions for enter
prise agreements!

Both partics are for higher
profils and for wage “restraint
and both are determined (o put
more pressure on the unem-
ployed to scramble for jobs.

What of the party lcaders? A
new Labor vernment  will
probably sec Hawke pass the
reins (o the more ruthless Paul
Keating. But then a Peacock gor
vernment will be a prisoner of
the more ruthless rightwingers
like Charles Copeman and lan
McLachlan

Bob Hawke: tops in hypocrisy
stakes

Ask the Builders Labourers
and the pilots about reconcilia
tion. Ask the unemployed, or the
homeowners paying 17 percent

LITICS

Hawke and Peacoc

mortgage rates, about recovery.
And the main beneficiaries of
“reconstruction” are the cynical
speculators in the money and
property markets.

When Neil Blewett says he
won't lift the Medicare levy, this
reminds us that the ALP made
the same promise in 1984, only
to boost it from | to 1.25 percent
in 1986,

But what then of Andrew
Peacock, posing as the cham-
pion of child care and the de
fender of the poor? While he
rightly points to Hawke's busi
ness males, Peacock is really full
of it when he says: “I will come
unanswerable to any clique or
group.”

Peacock, like any Liberal
Icader, is answerable 1o the cap-
italist establishment. That's why
he's talking about establi

“super business department

The other parties are not bet

quiry, the National Party has it
on a novel strategy lo win the
seat of Mt Isa by appealing 10
Labor's working class base
pointing out how Labor support
cd the bosses in the pilots’ dis
pute! Does anybody believe the
Nats have suddenly discovercd
the virtues of industnal action?

On the other hand, what an
indictment of Labor! Mt Isa vo
ters will have a dandy choice in
front of them

EANWHILE the Demo-
Mn—.m' hopes are rising. In
the recent Thomastown by-
election, they came second be-
cause voters wanted 1o sh?«
their disgust with both major
parties, and their resentment at
the Cain government’s trans-
port cuts.

But while the Demacrals op-
posed the cuts, they didn’t sup-
port the stnking tramway
workers, And the flow of prefer-
shows an interesting

e, :
he size of the swing against
\he ALP means a large propor
tion of the Democral Voles came
from disaffected Labor \t\l\.‘n
These people then wenl \-m: f[cﬁ
further: they gave their secomn
to the Liberals In
other words, much of the shift
from Labor o the Democrals
was a shift to the ght

While they are far from gu‘
vernment, the Democrats some-
fimes put on & PrOgressiv U‘u;‘
But their onginal s0¢ ial €
middle class, and if 1t 1% ml”--
hy rightward moving €&

preference

fo

B, ES—

Andivw Rllof it

fectors from the ALF, the party
will inevitably move nightward
in it palicies.

So nothing will be gained by

voting for the Democrats.

Despite all their appall
haviour we will be voting for the
return of a Labor government,
fior two reasons ¢

The first is that having them
in office allows us lo prove In
practice that the ALP 15 a party
of capitalism.

If they retum to opposiion
they will use the likes of Gemy
Hand and John Halfpenny 1o
give them a left face, and people
will start o develop illusions i
them again

The rl-‘:und_
the size Ol

is that o some

f the Labor

degree,

BLF mempers pattle cOPS:

50 mue!

k ice of a
credible left aliemative, 2 [i]]“ii
the Labor vote is an invitation to
the openly reactionary forces in
this euntry to do their worst

B'-'T THE key question is not
how we vote. Whether the
relatively small number of peo-
ple who read publications Tike
Socialist Action vole ALP, or
Democrat, or for some protest
candidate will not affect the
price of eggs.

What matters is where we put
our energies. When Labor was
in opposition, far wo much of
left activists” precious fime went
into working to elect the ALP. A
lot of good it did us!

Nowadays much time and
energy often goes into electoral
protest campaigns, like tram-
ways unionist Monica Harte's
candidacy in Thomastown. In
the middle of a major strike, this
was a wasteful diversion of re-
sources away from the industrial
struggle

No matter how the voles
shape up on election night, our
Jives can only be improved in the
chort run by bulding the
strength of the working class —
and the orgamsation of op-

pressed people — on the gml-rm’.
That means strengthening
vour union on the job, building
community Struggles, and argu-
ing for athers 1o do the same
Tn the long run, we can only
change this society by building @
muovement that fights for power
outside parliament. To this end,
every socialist magazint o
newspaper sold is incomparably
more important than any
number of voles for parliamen-
idates.
anyand L Olinalt
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the fire

ROM BERLIN to Bu-
charest, the last few
months of 1989 transformed
the Face of Eastern Europe.
Brushing aside politicians and
generals, millions of people have
pushed their way onto the polil-
ical stage demanding — and
winning — democratic reform.
One after the other the Easi-
em European dictatorships have
cracked under the pressurc. First
Poland, then East Germany,
Czechoslovakia, Rumania. Even
Bulgana’s ruling bureaucrats,
who tried 1o ride oot the storm
by making concessions early on,
are having a hard time
This revolution has been
brewing for some time. Most
immediately the events of late
1989 have their roots in the
working class upsurge in Poland
in the previous year. In May and
August 1988 workers struck
back against the attacks of the
govenment, demanding better
pay and conditions and the lc-
galisation of the Solidarity trade
urion.
These actions convinced the
intelli of the
half mea-
sures would no longer do. The
choice was either full-scale
bloody repression or a new tack:
drawing Solidanty and its work:
ing ¢lass base into co-operation
with the government and its pro-
ject of restructuring the Polish
economy.
In January 1989 General Ja-
ruzelski convinced the Ceniral
Commiltee to open negotiations
with Solidarity, and as a result
Solidarity won legality, the rigid
conlrols over social and political
life were ended and the country
moved to semi-free elections,

OR THE Communist Party
the elections were a disaster,
In many cases it was unable 1o
el itsell elected even to seats
that were uncontested. A sharp
political crisis followed and in
August a Solidarity member was
swom in as Easlern Europe’s
first  non-Communist  prime
minister in forly years.

In the rest of the bloc the
effect was clectric.
Those govemments that had
already begun a political and
€conomic reform program ac-
celerated the pace. In Hungary,
the ruling party threw open the
political floodgates by legalising
opposition partics and independ-
ent trade unions. The nght 10

GE 4 — SOCIALIST ACTION

Invading secret police headguarters in East Germany

publish, demonstrate and strike,
strengthencd  the  opposition
many fold.

The party threw out ils name,
its constitution, its leaders and
sel oul on the foad o West
European-style reformism

In the less liberal countries
dissidents outside the communist
parties drew heart from these
events, More and more the tiny
bands of academics and artists
who had soldiered on through
the seventies and eighties found
themselves with an audience,
and were able 1o organise dem-
onstrations and protests of a sizc
that only months before they
could only have dreamed of.

N EAST Berlin, the Honecker

dictatorship tried to hold the
line. Although its economy was
in deep trouble, the regime was
afraid 1o reform because it
feared its own population.

East German workers could
see the more successful West
German economy over the
border and regarded the “Ger

an Democratic Republic” as
an artificial state.

Similarly, the Czech r
feared its people because it was
viewed by them as a puppet of
the Russians, imposed by Soviet
tanks in 1968,

These two governments tried
10 buy the passivity of the pop
ulation by subsidising living
standards with borrowed money.
Yet in the end the tide of change
sul::\;ngullad them.

ter  Hun; opened
borders with V%:Is‘: lj:?lcnany.
lowing thousands of East Ger-
mans to flee across, the pressure
for change became uncontrolla
ble. In BVEry major city in East

Germany, Bulgaria, and Cze
choslovakia millions of protes-
ters marched for weeks on end
The regimes fell like dominoes.

Reformers from  within the
ruling party took over in Berlin
In Prague they moved too slowly
and by years end a non
Communist president was in
power. In January the party's
power was eroded further as the
pnme minisier and some of his
leading colleagues in the Ca
binct quit the party.

In Rumania, where the vile
dictator Ceaucescu had his own
reasons to fear the people, an
upnising among the oppres
cthnic  Hungarian  minority
sparked mass struggles that
forced the army and most of the
ruling party and the army to twm
against their leader.

HE RULING classes in
these countries are now des-
perately trying to keep ahead of

s movement. They are
allowing the link between party

d state to be severed the
hope that the party can be made
the scapegoat while the state
survives.

For while the East European
masses have democratic
rights, the police and army
mtact. The courts, the burcau
eracy, even the old hand-picked
parhaments remain untouched
in many places In the factones
the old managers rule as before

won

And many of the ideas of the
old ruling class arc as strong as
ever. The priority of economic
development over the needs of
the people, the quest for purely
national solutions, the belicf that
all citizens have a common in-
terest in these things
ideas persist

these

Now, however, the market is
being held up as the way (o
achieve them. The mass rallies
last year did not chant demands
for market mechanisms. But
without exception the regimes
are now pushing for them, n the
hope that the democratic revolu
tion can be deflected, while the
ruling bureaucrats form partner
ships with western capital to ex
ploit the workers in new ways.

Whether they can succeed
will depend on the batile of class
forces.

HE WORKING class has
provided the shock troops
e revolution. In Rumania
this was clearest, with workers
taking up arms and occupying
factories. In other countries
they made up the mass of the

huge demonstrations and held
oo political strikes.

The struggle for tlL'Nm'r::ql.n.
ohts, and the freedom that has
b n won, represents a chance
?:,c the working clusses of |-,.:;\‘

Europe 0 organise inde-

l:mdcnl unions, o shift the bal-
Iwﬂ. in economic decision
mclt‘ towards improving liv
im“; mgdards and to cmerge as
A e of Eastern Eu
rapc have proved time u_ml. \u_-.nu.
{hat they know how to fight The
great strikes in East Germany in
1953, the Hunganan revolt \:I
1956, the mass reform move-
ments 10 Poland in 1996 and
L’zn]\mlu\'dkm in 1968 wcre
all led or supported by the 'muk_.
ing class. The defeat of the stal-
jnist regime 10 Poland was a
wumph for independent
workers” organisation

And in 1989 the democratic
Mass movement W ould not have
existed, much less triumphed
without the working class

The ruling bureaucracy for its
part has splintered in the face of
economic and palitical crsis ,

While there 1s widespread
agreement that the stagnation
and decay of the past twenty
years must end. this is by no
‘means universal

ot political force

ARDLINERS at the top
have fought the reformers

all along the line and are contin-
uing to do so, most dramatically
in Bulgaria where they arc
vhipping up a racist campaign
against the Turkish population,
and in Rumania where the old
CP is using its base in the facto-
vies to defend the National
gainst popular

By and large these conserva-
tive forces represent those sec

tions of the bure cy which
will perish if the reformers ge
their way. They range from
planning bodies through the se
cret police, to the backward in-
dustries which will go to the wall
if faced with market
competition.

The reformers generally are

tied to those sections of the
economy which are being held
back by state planning and want

1o throw off the fetters. Unlike
the conservatives, who are des
o stave off

workers and b
stand the muddle

These are a patchwork of differ

oup;

e the intellectuals
. artisls, writers, pro
who ¢ry out for the

academ

fessionals

L
y of the old power structures aré

wall go. Market mech,

: tchianisms wil
Put every productive ynip under
COnSlant pressure.

Inevitably, workers will
Already in Poland slrik:?l:‘y
miners against the Solidarity po-
vemment give & hint of what is
0 come. In Bulgaria, bus
workers have struck and wan
major pay rises. In East Ger-
many political “waming strikes™
agamst the regime’s slow pace
of reform are becoming tangled
up with strikes over wages and
conditions.

OTENTIALLY, these class
_Struggles could begin 1o
point toward a genuine socialist
right 1o tell the truth. There are w!umm ke
the small farmers who know OTEETS
perfectly well thar from their bl e i T
s 5 crats, yel fear the pressures of
Yy plots, without govemment . free market, are cenainl
dlre:_nun or subsidies, they are open to ideas of & “third “,?'
feeding an ever greater propor- 11 would aveid the exploitative
tion of the population but Who  faayures of boil
are denied the right to expand i not socialism that has
their operations, buy more land fyijed in Easten Europe, but

o fire laboir. capitalism, What exists there is a

peculiar form of capitalism, in
HEN THERE are middle which the state hureausracy has
level managers who see up replaced the private properly
cose the total failure of the owning bourgeoisic, but it is still
bureaucratically-directed econ- a society where warkers trade
amy, They are given completely their labour for wages, and
unrealistic quotas and plans wherc they are exploited.
from the centre and denied the  The socialism that Marx and
ability (o hire and fire, to give Lenin fought Iuruulﬂb&has{‘d
{ncentives, to seek oul the supp-  on the prioriy of buman Ree’s
iers of quality materials. over all other factors 1n social
s o REaty cconomic and political lfe. For
Similar concems grip |hc.pn- e alss the proftability ot
vale property OWning sectors i hr less important
\hat exist in Poland, Hungary P hether they arc producing
and Yugoslavia. Tn these ‘uw voads and servces thal people
tries there are SInct CoNIOS B Loy o pecd.
acoess to equipment, finance, 12 g qociety must there-
pour, materials by the PAYIE o hofoundly demoeratt
<ector. 5 pot only in polities but in lhtt_
If this class s 10 fulfill its scunomy, S0 that the “.u‘” :.1
feeing  of e ol - deie ot L v e
qill haunted by jow far & Ol I
reater tate cantrol nll:\h:‘:-:‘ reality of Fmb,irrr‘v t;;if‘:mt'u:
js reason oo die ruli
ntroduced, ‘m-Ir:-l":l"II politca ﬂ“,{'.“::.’.f.wﬁ bereaveracy,ha
i f“ll::“‘f‘rm yre the old sy . higher than the £Yer-
el e

ambitions

of the &

~eymulation of fack
i« thoroughly smashed  reater mmlnl‘d o
S come s N0 SUIPOSE g mines and 0L A
Jt should €¢ e 7 aur can be put 10
Jiddle class ha ¢ which 12
1 s midle class has 1Ay yhich [abour &

& a surplus
l-educated 0o o create 8 Surpls oo
But of course this “‘n“m on
( e see il, gither i
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ol stalinist 1=
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Hopes for change are on the | R s g i
Wayne &&&esis 2 e | A

Goss can kiss babies with the best of
inderlying the reactionary ai- them, but \n-\\'\lnm,hdn_l{c Queenslal s
ANY OF us have had [-mfﬁks ;,..ysoﬁin] issues is lhz-}j'.mt for the beller = k il
Mkﬂm from  OOF  that Labor govemments have an TR
friends down south over the essentially positive relationship
Jast couple of months saying: with the capitalists and their sys-
T o rem. Cenainly the Goss govern-
what's it like living in a so- 5
STt ok ment won't have a dramarically
cialit state? Most are Joking. — giceron aggiiude 1o _business
The answer is, it's not much han the Nats. As Treasurer
different. Sure, the atmosphere  Keith De Lacy put in on 14
has changed but the substance of  December:
capilalist politics endures. And “§ome sections of the lubour
compared to the expectalions movement expecied ihe Labor
-even many people on the far 1l parry o tax business in order 10
had, Labor has been downnght  redigripute wealth. We see our
timid where it has acted atall.  role a5 clearing the way for the
They now say they werc clect-  private  sector o create  that
ed simply on a plaform of wealth Profitisnot a dirty word
“climinating corruption” and not Along with Goss, De Lacy
inititing  rapid o radical  believes that: “If you don’t know
change. This allows them to jus-  who to back, back self-interest,
tify backing away from the re-  because you know it is always
peal of Essential Services Legis-  trying”
lation, which the National Party With friends like these, do
I‘s:;;lfh: m o sifle stikes in workers need enemies?

from
“corrupt

Strikers on the picket line and in the streets

How a tram strike got derailed

. . ) em ale uary |, Many of them were
; Uﬂgonlhunmﬂdyklnll“ is aided E:;[;uemp&_u;r\ are ulxmlil_\ HE TRAMS that stood  agreements o work a5 firccted, VoI, |\-LWer’I-\I‘uﬂ:-tl.m,l\L”‘:llﬁ“\‘\\ ::md_m D
iere by the Cooke Enquiry into 5 about new Labor A h g E ate with the meeting anning Legies o A
unions, which was set ‘.ip carlier  Eovernments. But with the for a month in Mel- 200 |I|.('-Ll‘ *““"‘““__ v shfiote dispute, having lost their own
by the Nats and which is tuming  €xcesses of the Nationals heing e

up a few rather sordid ripoffs by exposed by the Fitzgerald In-

conductons In previous Years.
officials. The corruption amang  9Uiry, and the hopeless wetness

bourne's streets as a monu- d took the Nanctheless they had an inter

ment to a union’s defiant de- | jemselves, running

recording a rock and roll track

est in helping the trmway

5 T are MOVINE oy tickets and ‘ ging 0 i

labour bureaucrats makes 1 Of the Liberaks, they didn't have thei fence of jobs are "_“u“'t““ :.-u i o leaders and  many h\‘\mrirru‘m:l o oy R

B e e v ke el T onee again. Tt from Essendon depot ex-  members, who focused on public B snfident in atacking al

But the ALP's backoffs o (e lection. Even the Courier 7% %K< PITY the Queensland coppers B etrickey sysenvis JealRUIIRL AR o 25 the key 10 winning, M0 ST it the off

Pt Fake gy e B e There is a reason. While Terry  ‘Affer Filzgerald left their repu- Al Some trams alrcady plained (o S [.'p:m ¢ time of the first an- I!"I-“[:Wdi 0 atlempt 10 con-

it o Edm: o S B oo s s, Comia direhisd Ir:.u no conduct and the wa We, the ITt 5 wiorke r\:.‘,"‘ ! l,‘ at the MetTickel "i.“c them to stay oul, and they

: : ) : ! e no cond 5, olves The noul e MetTieket (e s

the election, Labor's policy was _ SII°e then, the ALP's perfor-  Special Branch, s clear that 10 Sd songs. Consiabies Mark is clear to getting rid of them relves s on the way, they opposed Doty ok early in the
10 legalise homosexual relaion. M20¢€ on the issue of Special Labor still wants 10 maintain Gliori and Shane Mallory are | hes T g

ships between consenting adults Branch files has served to re- Surveillance of activists throu

sport. Siop) ot the  diSPUIE: e
onds hat they woud get e SR qratepy fo king

service

in private. But under pressure MOVE any rcmaining doubts their new called “Faded Suits of Blue" in

Iy rd on the
yton's” special ; ; y blic offside without FEALlY o pnyte  forwa
from the Nationals, they retreat.  9MONES! the establishment branch, Criminal Investigations t“'}“"" they sing that they're it the experience. Al “.. ant guo g.u\-n.‘ the government around, the emphasis nmlfﬂ}
ed 10 saying that thoy woalda e Bew Police Commission EIIEE e it /e out for reasons thif R el abor's dites et the shutdown of 10 ey 0 the negoiton
Id an enquiry into possible <7 M the new Criminal Justice  promises about “open and ac- would warran! being proud - 1 system did more to hurdt the cen the union and Iur\nnuhu
changes. Commission head were both countable” L‘\‘\\:"I\l”(‘ﬂlkhlll i Try quitting the force, hays mination |--;',n staffi pul tram el thn public opiTion " john Halfpenny LJF!\LLU;EJU
National P3 o : e wransport.  Productivity 18 govemme Pl nd Al cau-
Similarly, ALP policy is sup-  yhe i,ul::lttu:nt; -erlmmk'bd M',” 1ssue of Special Branch files has I our spare fime Trades Hall &
posed 1o favour decriminalisa- , there seemed to be

T creasing throughout
shown just how hollow this

ever coul e jong made 3
f us einthe  crats, who have Hng
W ante e files preserved None of us dre « Robert Haupt wroie I <l S citle disputes
g=cin | ; L lion of thels appoirc.  pe e wanted the files preserved my, s0 the argument ol ps Robert HOUPL S0 5 o o5 caroer of g o setl COPUTCS
G g bortion.  Hut Wayne  ments o iy nough 5 as evidence of the highly politi must also increase in transport benefil  Age, “Stale gOvEmIe for the rather than win them for
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can expect 1h 4 oy ) SSUE of the files arose as whether they had really we are more able o afford usc ample. of Syt i s lose . oL S0 gave away all rams.
sciemph\rm E[ nolonous (-UT- THeY PiP L°! o well before the election, been destroyed services like conductors on This inspinng “'L'”‘r:'l‘ red ke John Cain k\|4‘| liu ume pec- o relain conductors 00 &
e o rear ils ug : . FRER i AR AR r<' coNtrol action lasted ecause Melbol
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N T h 2 cu ut f
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1 we sup
s country? Why can't we
port our troubled enireprencurs in the siyle to which

become accusiomed? i
u.;fmnnml had o sell his palace o‘n
WMWM for a meagre 59 million, after demol-
Iim ‘<ix waterfront properties to buikd it Then Pal
‘Burke of Hartogen Energy had 1o unload his Norih
Shote eslate wilh fis garage for 22 cars.
Christopher Skase aimast gave his Hamilton man-
sion for 5 milkon and is shmming itina Iu_r ury
il Mrage resort (where else?) Now Eileen
G mmdesl dream home al Glads-
wood House on Sydney Harbour is on the marke! far
$8 million.

Al lgast failed Hooker boss George Herscu won't be
slaeping on park benches. No, he hasn't moved info a
Hooker home. Herscu couldnt shift his mansion Tara
{0 his wile's name [since FAl also sued her), so he
simply 50ld it lo good buddy Dickie Praft of Visyboard
in return for lfetime tenure at @ pappercorn rent. What
are friends for i nol 1o help you cheat your creditors?

Missed their queue
TO MAKE newly inde-
pendent Namibia a littie
less independent, South
Africa got 10,000 whiles
to register for the elec-
tions over the border

But the South Africans
plans 1o blend in with the
rest of the voters at the
polls went haywire. They
gave themselves away
when they demanded the
formation of a whites only
queve!

Silly bugger

ALAN Baond's botched
eavesdropping on his op-
ponents s now before the
oourts, but one guestion
keeps bugging us (somy).
How can he spend two
YE4rs running the Chilean
Telephone Corparation,
and sl nat know how to
do A right?

Cleaning up

LATEST loopy business
fad in the Slales is the
“Clutter Buster” or “desk
organiser’,  Companies
are paying up to $1250 for
four hours for an efficien-
cy expert to lell execu-
tives how to clean up their
desks!

“I'can transform a desk
which looks ke a loxic
waste dump into one that
resembles the flight deck
ol an aircrah carier,
boasts one such expert,
Jefirey Mayer, who has
aclually written a book on
the subject “All we are
left with is a telephone, a
pad of paper and a very
efficient warkspace.

Business is booming
for this new breed of ex-
pert The National Associ-
ation of Professional Or-
ganisers now has 300
members instructing US
bosses in the obvious.

Tasteless
BRITAIN'S Sunday Cor-
respondent reparts @
dinner attended by Safe-
way's chief meal-buyer,
al which chicken Wwas
served. "I cenainly hope
its not ane ol vours,
teased a guest, 'L xcause
they have absoluiely no
taste.

“That's a posilive deci-
sion on our pan,” replied
the Sateway man. “The
public wouldn't Iike the
taste of chicken

Copping out
WHENEVER the police
demand maore recrufls, we
recall ex- London lop cop
Roberl Mark's saying that
eod police lorce is one.
ches more crimi-

NSW had 98
hile 247 peo:
from  industrial
and diseases.

police oul-
number faclofy inspec-
tors by al least 100 1o one.

because
warkers' lives are less im-
portant  than anyone o
= i demonstrator
elses? Or do waneedall ozl demansir

those extra cops just fo Peach was killed &

ce in London,
an eye th- -
:r_..:p an eye on each oth: day that Franc

“THE

IT is not in the interests of the Ur
instability in Eastern Eul

Hustling slowly
TAKE note, all those go-

vernn smarbes who "

0 “THE list of children er
want 1o run down public HE list of chidren e
ransport. A study of cen- — aylar

wral London's Iraffic has
lound that it now maoves at
just 8 miles per hour, 1.5
mph slower than in 1986,

In another sk years

ment for September
Iobs, bluechip stocks

“THE loss of life will b
Vice-Preside

buggy b

May we quote you?
R CF

istmas bonus is still being

— Omon Advertising ba

"BUDYED by an unexpected |

FROM PAGE 7
conductors immediately, and
end promation by Senionty.

But there was constant pres-
sure on the executive 1o do a
deal, and it wasn't long before
they began (0 argue that nothing
€lse was possible. Meanwhile the
mank and file was feeling the
pinch of weeks without pay

Members occupying the de-
pots feli the need 10 take the
dispute forward, and became
MO apen 10 the idea of spread-
ing the action. On 29 January

ey sel up a wildeat picker ar
!Norlh Fitzray bus depot, with
another one at Footscray the fol-
lowing day. Unforunaely, while
l‘l-:h drivers r&spocn:d the pickets

€y wouldn’s gy y
indefinitely. iy
The media, the BOvemment

B —soclaLisT ACTION

and the union leaders used these
actions as a chance to slander
the minority who still wanted 1o
fight. Public Transpon Corpora
tion bosses produced metal
spikes they claimed the militants
had placed under bus tyres,
while Di Gregoria denounced
picketers as ratbags™ who had
been “brainwashed” by socialist
activisls.

This does not  mean
pickets were a mistake
offered the only alternative (o
the officials. But with a scllowt
being siitched up and 4
mass meeting  looming
Pnority for the militants was
reach other members and 1o
convince them i worth
Slaying oul and spreading the
1on

yards, it was pri

other

50 when the militant h
s held a
third picket, af the Jolimomt rail-

nably a mistak
en use of limited resources.

N any case, the argument to
stdy out was lost at the mass
meeling, and the officials’ agree-

Demnnslraling solidarity

Rainbow Warrior
s an AMusing gg.

lendar lor Conservatiygy
who are faitly goyng
residen| of the

P
raduales’ associalign
P_ublic gets the
flick
REMEMBER the Hoyts
strike last year? Ang oy

* COMpany said g
kK praclices

ed here

1rolle
fotn

and a sharg

ibilitics

ing 1o fight in the

the discriminate

system, tho

shows we n

faith in the cour
the long run

spect an

s when the
And many workers will have
learnt lessons about the need for
E file organising and
rity, which can stand us all
in good stead,

pIanet?

OF my fellow wor kers who's

Om:tive a yund environmental Is-

s shrugged his shoulders in despair.
sue

f ars on far I
wie' e kmawn how
peirol for

about
we've used
il resanrces Surewe

ides fo save the eavir
[hem
{t's not hard (o be |

gregnhouse
and other
mental
a point when she de:
a*plague upon th
On the other
enyironmen
thousands of people
it n o protect the
wholesale destructior

In the

's we had the BLT

mighty mult

and livelihood
The green movement : -‘| o
action as the first s 1 ; 1 :

hey 're

blame “industrialisi e
high living standa

society” for the world
plight

Because they don't
wapitalism, the system in

than human need determines what 18
produced, their solutions ofien stop far short
of what is needed for permanent change and

could actually work &

THI—;I( 2 D0 seenn o be grounds for blan
dustry as such for fouling up the envirn=
ment. Just po past any industrial region and you
an see he smoke belching into th

In Melbourne's westem sul
have become so conceme
chemical spills and stinkin,
formed their own action g
companies

irhs residents
out the frequent
air that they 've
ip 1o take on the

And close 10 the central business district in
Melboume, BP so polluted one block of
that they were foreed 1o spet
dollars eleaning it up before they ¢

IU'S not just the West. At Chemobyl in the
USSR, asingle accident led 1o waves of radia

we save the

Liz Ross outlines the socialist point of view

oul in Malaysia

A rainforest dweller speaks 5
ion spreading from a “safe

of previously fer sue

and seriously dames : o
Jint 1o the
health cnalists also puit (9 %
The environmer roes by moder

f scarce f
depletion of s¢ i
manufacturing. Predicte
run out of coal
the next hundred ¥

dustrialism

le production

ogy. Bulls this re
To begin with

modern technology ¢

mental problems. T€
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R ik
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#

His fight s glso ours
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g s

SOCIALISTACTON =

resource and ENETEY e

50 mean
would abo

of the m

ple need 12
oy e and 0ok %S5
Ly wani o e O
eal

conanued onpege 10

PAGE




person 1o consume [ess

ot human need.
ented that capitalism represents

"o:mmﬂ for its own sake™. The humble
light hulb is a clissic example --the original
ane is still working! But companies can't
make a profit out of something thar lasts for
ever, Sothey make light globes that wear nul:
and you have 1o keep huying more Resources
are wasted on advertising and armaments, bt
technically feasible pollution canirols aren’t
used, because the later would eat inta profits
while the former help increase them.

By picking and choosing from current tech-
nology we could have safe, environmentally
sound production. In a sociely where the
majority decide what is needed, helpful and
ceologically sustainable technology would
become the norm.

‘A return ta small-scale production would do
nothing 1o take us toward such a society.
Competition would remain the motor of the
sysiem. Small business would become bigger
or go bust. and we'd end up back where we

Another majorargument of the greens is that
the world is headed for disaster becausc of
over population and over consumption.

These represent two sides of the same argu-
ment. They are based on the idea that we have
fixed resources which limit the amount avail-
able to each individual. Over population
theanes conclude that we need fewer people,

Wl Bob ponders
whether he will
make ik Hrevgh

Mny ot
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space before oo long: A_ln:ad}"
Just look at the starvation i
“teeming millions” India.
reproducing at their curreat rale, so the
ment goes, we'll
shoulder in no time atall.

HE IDEA thatover population causes crises,
and that a reduction in population can es-

tablish an equilibrium, is not new.

Thomas Malthus mised it in 1798, saying

that since lar
aster, the la

» numbers of people meant dis
st group in society had (@

10 keep their numbers down

Such ideas are essentially reactionary. T
have led writers like Paul Erhlich to a
against sendin|

population high. Other writers have sug
gested that we should welcome the spread of
AIDS as a natural means of population con
trol.  Not unexpectedly, some oppose” im.
migration, wanting (o keep “their™ country
free from the “population bomb™.

Over consumption theories at least have the
virtue of not hlaming the hungry and poor in
Asia and Afnva. Insiead they place the blame
on all people of the advanced indusirial
countries, Their solution 15 encapsulated
the catchery, “live simply so that all may simp
ly live”. But a look at what really
famine and poverty demolishes both
mens.

auses

All through hurnan history, societies ability
o feed their populations have been derer
mined by two things: the methods available to
produce the food. and the way the society was
organised to produce and distribule it
Capitalism brought about a truly revolution-
ary change to the feudal society it overthrew
For the first time in history the productive
forces were there that could provide enough
food and shelter forall. And ight now there is
enough food to feed everyone, without
ploughing one more hectare of land
ut in Poland people go hungry because.
although the country grows enough food for
all, the farmers ean'tstore it and it rots before
it gets (o the shops. ‘While Polish workers go
without fruit, the surfounding EEC countries
arc dumping 5000 oranges every minute.
Poles are now being told that their living
standards will have to drop even further, so
that state and privale enterprise can become
profitable
India produced more grain than it could sell
profitably on the world market in 1987, Bui
nstead of feeding its 300 million starving
paor, the government paid 5360 million (o
store the grain. T
“loo much”

hen hecause 1he country had
. the peasants couldn't sell
what they produced, went broke
Just like the poor anywhere, They couldn'
afford 10 buy the food they produced, 1ot
because of a fo i
Was “loo much'

and starved

not
hortage, but because there

O 118 not the case that there 5
Spmple and nol enough ﬁ:: ':i:[::‘:r:nl;‘
soluti olive very simply, .
There's nothing |
being homeless ai
show that the ¢;

simpler in living style than
nd hungry, These examples
ause of povery and starvation

while over cl;nwmpluoniuls argue for cac h

According to the VEr population lhl'u!'l\:\
the world will simply run out of food and
hings are grim.
thiopia, or the

If they keep
u
pe standing shoulder o

ave
its population controlled. So Malthus argued
warkers' living conditions should be kept low

food aid for the starving in
countries where food production is low and

italist system, ng

Mits I
human
everyone tomorrow, with food I
exists. And if we stopped spending maney o

wasie like amms

adverti

mated t

prise 60 per cent of all pre ), the
n could be housed and fed with
plenty left over, even without new develop
ments in produc y
To get (o such a sociely, however, we ne

¢ system we have
v the work

ds that provide the rul

hey can organise coll
orm that produc
resu

and twming pr

Itis true that

ing for ccologic
Vle pulp mill

alists 10 b
cconomic infercst in
tion

But :

defens:

st union stands in
like the BLF's
green bans or of a polluting
aluminium smelter in Poland while Solidanty
was fourishing - ha

curred when they
fant ir

becn at their most mi
sir

“economic
les

h v
sphere make them feel strong @
which in (urn makes 1
think about cr

But the
Iween the
result, or
who ¢ wally winan eny
world -- ofien become th
side in effect with attacks on
ruling class that got us into this mess if i

15 because

1 more

first place

For example, over
AR il
there &

they attack
wages and livir
The Gerrn
mid

smptionists res
ould consume |

M
SOCIALST Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

suffand waterfront bans on loading an gy,
ping uranium, party policy didn'y stop a,l:h
Hawke from mining uranium and sefjy
France. Tasmania’s green MPS Baye glieqg,
drapped their position of total opposition
logging.and are talking about limifeg clearin
in local national parks 4

Similarly the greens in West Gemany have
a sorry history of Compromise over environ
mental reform. With no trade union base and
the peace movement in decline afier Cruise
missiles were installed m 1984, iheir plan 1o
use parliament 10 build action in thesireet has
Targely become wishful thinking

The press is now quite smug sbout them,
“Ignored and o
and opposition

ng it to

We fight for socialism; (he creation of
8 classless society i which the BCONg-
my will be democratically planned, and
warkers themselves wil make fhe key
decisions about economic and social

d by govemmeni
Wwas one paper's Judgement
The conservative Times of London pais them

lif
e e o ki | St et
¥ e sysiem 3 ave
< the vole for the preenpartesisan [ N3 1 COMMAN wilh el spoiaiism
ing sign, insofar as 1t shows a lot of

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The eupe-
rience of Labor in power has shown the
bankrupicy of atempls (o tinker with the
existing capialist system. The capitalists
will not aliow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to sociaksm. Their stale is @ weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed

n through the major parties
ng for an alternaiive. But the
alternative is not going to be found in parlia
men
ca The real alternative has to be a new son of
sociely run by the maj in the interests of
We won't get that by piecemeal
orms, by cuting back the
yr by driving down ving stand-

shorter week wils acc
which they considered 10
necessity-

acutinpay
an ecological

W industry as such, rather than

I;ml::t ‘ndustry, has also lod the green
mmmmlmpiliulrag,mstmuuumux.ﬂ.m ng
alfiances with the most narrot S|
interests. The Tasmanian greensar I
destructive companies have been sheddi
hbmlrundm"aummalingwmhumnl work

population
ards.

T'hat means a socialist perspective. Only
a fighting working class can successfully
challenge the vested interests that are
destroying the planet. Onlya revolution-

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party.
The working class cannot make a revoiu-
fion thvough spontansous upheavals. The
hosses are organised, and we need o

small business, they say. CTe ¢ jobs  ary movement can lead it to power. And o‘rgaﬂm: gﬁlﬁgr;wam:io;";‘hgﬁ?:’
and should be encouraged only a democratically planned economy lsnreosrg'ugg\es e on e b and
But small business is much more ikely [0 end the waste and destruction that et Ll
nearl Ron-union business. And non-union  capitalist industry has brought upon us B oredle a mass workers' pany 1o
workplaces have a truly shucking history of e e soggl lr Sodiasm
unsafe working conditions, coupled with dis

regard for the rest of the environment
Sowhile they argue forradical change
preens pitthemselves against the workers wha
an win it. Many see par cr than
workers® action, as an option for reform.
Parliaments around the
legislated for change, an
ties go into office with g
reform. The ALP went inic

Internationalism

many

We are intemationalists. The working
class exists in all counires, and mals;r:mg-_
gle lor socialism knows no national et
&rs A socilist revolution gannot su i
within a singke country I\_mus| bFe s’;\pse
to olher couninies of III\MH fail w‘;ldmd@
[gasans We are for building & e
maovement, and wemsemr;a%m H

HONST whicl 7
oneei‘j?mry against ofhers Ug\eya\:‘n::u

ridwide socialism can there B
g ar and the threat of nuclear w:e‘m‘
\:n';ﬂ:l 10 the abuse of the nviranment

1.iberation from (ppression

beration and against e
o “th: "0,: tmmem blacks, mngfal:g
Al of these forms of ngg:ssmg r
rg used 1o divide the rh-wg"a\ S
b t agains! them 5 an essef dicli
el nited revolutionary mot
it ended though gnding

They can only
c:;:a\'w and building socialism

world have indeed
1 many political par

bers of the party and supporicd by
the Australian population, And th
greens foreed an Accord between themselves
and the ALP to save the environment

Butlook at what happened to ALF policy on
uranium, Without miners refusing 1o mine the

op| 55001
and gays

. o o, S0
U i b m:ﬁlgnl 1] g‘nals where.
n | - =wl | 1 o . join us foday"
"‘“ um piles up on the Danwin docks in
982 as wharfies picket: workers have the
Power to save the environmen

e




shortened to
political” — was & basic_argu-
el of the early Women's Tib-
eration Movement.

The movement had grown up
in II:USAwtol‘lheNewLﬂl
and white involvement in the
black civil nights movement.
Jdeas of egalitananism and free-
dom, of the personal naturs of

political action werc widespread.

own conditions, and gained an
insight which challenged both
mainstream ideas and the tradi
tional left jul

The slogan had great mobilis-
ing poteniial because it argued
against individual solutions. [f
your apparcntly personal prab-
lems are ultimately political.
then social change is needed for
any permanent solution. 1t also
argued that apparently remote
problems ultimately affeet us all.

Capitalism encourages us 10
see our personal lives as separale
from public events.

In pre-capitalist socichies,
when production was based on
peasan! agriculture, there was no
distinction between home and
work. There was division of la-
bour between the sexes, but the
work that women did was seen
as productive.

With the industrial revolution
this all changed. People went out
1o work and events in the home
came 10 be regarded as private,
COnCeming only family
members. Since the female role
is fied up with the family, many
issues conceming women ap-
peared us individual problems.

HE WOMEN'S Liberation
Movement helped us to see
that problems of  sexuality,
reall;

ihe
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HENRIETTA ™
C.MEGOWAN

talism emphasises individualism
because it is a system based on
competition. This is quite useful
for apologists trying to justly
society as it is. For example it
allows them Lo blame the victim:
if you can't get a job it musi be
because you didn't dress right,

15 political” presented a radical
challenge to capitalist ideas, il
also challenged the traditions of
the old lefi

The Communist Party did pay
allention to women's issues such
as abortion and equal pay. But

members was often very sexist
For examgle a woman who
came 1o a CP meeting in Sydney
l: the IQ:O‘& was mosl im-

ressed, and said she thought her
husband ought 1o be a member
It tumed out he was, but had

women suffer the consequences

When the
personal is
really political

en outside the home, capi-  never told her!

its idea of “socialism’

practice of male party needs.

“the personal is pol
this slogan has los|

T IARGARE
& CUTARERTI®

A 1913 advertisement: society divides work and “private life”

The CP was like this because  in
meant
stbordination of the needs and
nghts of the individual to the
interests of the state. During the
Sovigl industnalisation drive of
the 19305, this idea was used
justify immense suffering and

YV inating the left's concep-
tion of socialism, questions of
mnzl liberation were often
ﬂdlnﬂm“:]d.‘bbu the slogan “the

political” was impor-
tant in pointing oa tonn.'pll,gn
of socialism based on human

Today many ideas of the
Women's Liberation Movemey
are widely accepted, including

itical”. But
- 5 radic
cutting edge. Once a call 1o pol-
itical action, it has become lar-

Ecly a justification for persong.
lised activity

Take the issue of violence
Many activists concentrate o
the need to help vietims, on
crisis centres and so on Wh{ﬁ
these are necessary they do no.
thing about the social causes of
violence. All too often the focus
on individual victims leads 1o
calls for more police. The prob-
lem is that increased policing
can lead (o more violence

The social dimension has
been lost in other ways. The
word oppression has lost much
of its political content, and often
simply means the way individu
als behave.

We should not be surprised
For the carcer oriented profes
sional women who tend o set
the tone of today's feminism,
looking at_issues_individually
makes sense. Middle class
" are mainly concerned
les to their own ad
when they

vancement
wemn 10 be looking at the wider

even

INSTANCE “affirma-
tion” the idea thal
should compeénsate

seems to
egyY.
esult of affirmative

careers as
gh it appears 10
15 a strong individ

attitude

So what should our
? First,
which ¢
needs a
count, not the soulless world of

E W@ SOC
take individual
aspirations into ac

state socialisim

The early movement
right to say that many apparent
ly personal issues are political
For example sexual repression
may be the result of condition
with girls being brought up
to believe that sexual assertive
ness 15 not “femimine

But this doesn’t mean that €v-
erything an individual docs 15
equally political. To have an €l
fect on the world, activity nceds
to be collectively organised and

]r:;lnhlt:::a:b':—,:':!“; prentenongh. SEgpice directed towards political goals
i e Participating in a movement 0
aligaf e peronal ITH STATE control dom-  demand government provision

of child care will be more cifec-
tive in the long run than simply
setting up your own centre
Finally, personal behaviouf
does matter, and socialists have
to avoid sexist behaviour. BULWE
can't create the socialist indiv id
ual in a capital worl .
c In behaving in a non-sexist
§  manner we are not pre-! ng
a future world, but building 2
more effective movement tody,
an obstacle to the

al

— Janey Stoné

This arl‘\Cle

Taking a hard look at today’s

HE MIDDLE and late
T[Ql{ili saw SuS ned
ecanomic grm\lll around
{he world-

This growth phasc

parts. An jnitial recov
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1982 recess
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longer

mod
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poods. This could to b
per slowd

and give a 1 bite 1o
cnsis and trade imbalance
Secondly. the decl

American power me
capitalism is

management of cris
Thirdly, the uphe
&m Europe open up opf
and  da rs for
capilalists, who m.
the prospect of new
cheap labour, but are

Senator
Bulton's
plans
can't get
Indusiry
oul of the
doldrums

summarises a discussion at our recent conference

N AUSTRALIA the economy is
l..|.u-l\min\z‘mclunmnplu; ment
s set to rise. The most immediate
cause for the dowdown is the sharp
hikes in interest rates impased by
Paul Keating last year.
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jons throughout the
mﬁsﬁ ador, Brazil, Haiti.
\he Philippines. and South Kored,
1o name @ few. 4
In some important newly in-
dustrialised countries, the growth
of new waorking classes has led to
very imporiant industrial
als: South Africa, Brazil,
corea, Ceniral America cor-
t'iciinum be a huge headache for
the United States, despite conces-
sions made by the Sandinistas.
Unfortunately. neither the
upheavals in Eastern Europe nor
he smuggles in Asia, Afnica and
Latin America show any sign of
stimulating the combativily of
Australian workers, though
South Africa and China have
aroused some eathusiasm among
students,

N THIS country, the Labor
ymentsa federaland State

level show signs of wearing oul
Senator Button has virtually con-
cedded the failure of indust’ policy,

the

ingl) taloring other poll

ferm electoral advantage (tax culs,

concessions 10 the emyironmen-
talists, etc), and the pilots'strike has
done them considerable damage.

There arc signs that the ruling

class has lost confidence in
federal Labor, with a Business
Review Weekly poll showing that
two thirds of business chief ex-
eculives expect them to lose the
next election, Of course the Libs’
ability 1o trip themselves up
hasn’t diminished, as the health
palicy fiasco showed. Neverhe-
less a change of govemment is a
possibility

Al the State level, the Cain
government staggers from onc
scandal fo another. Indusirially,
disputes in the public tr.mtpn‘n
system have destroyed Minister
Kennan's repuiation as a com
petent manager and generally un-
dermined warkers” Faith in Lubor.
In Queensland Labaor is the lucky
beneficiary of the fall of the
House of Bjelke. The new Goss
government shows every sign of
being highly conservative and of
rapidly dissppointing its reform
minded supporiers.

In SA Bannon barely survived
an electoral backlash directed m
Canberra, in Tasmania Labor
CAN'l govem in i1 own right, and
in WA the ALP is also scandal-
ridden.ln NSW Labor shows livle
sign of challenging Greiner

Thus the era of Labor
_dmnnlmnw shinws signs of com-
ing to an end, ¢
¢ e excepl in

A new Liberal ascendancy
could mean greater elass conflict
panticulirly if it is assnciated with
€conomic recession, The danger
i5 that working class has been wa
greatly weakened by the years of
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ALPruIeloenmi\-e\_\ fight back
ggaint a right Wing onslaught
Much of the electoral benefit
from Labor’s decline has not

gone 10 the conservatives but 1o
the Democrats and the greens,
suggesting thal a scction of the
population, including workers,
are casting about for aliematives,
Simultaneously. in the area of so-
cial protest, environmental 1ssues
have emerged 1o Gill the sp
occupied by uranium in the late
T0s and peace in the early 80s,
and are having a profound impact
on the left.

Seceking an alternative (o
capitalism disillusioned in the
inist states and lacking
confidence fora militant str
much of the left has spent the
ten years drifting from onc “warm
and caring” option 10 another
aspects of feminism, peace left
unity” and green politics have
been seized upon as offeri
cal new strategies for social
change. As cach proves illusory
the next is embraced

We need to develop a sys:
tematic critique of each such
wend as it comes along, but also
1o recognise that the drawir
pawer of these fads reflects the
weakness of socialism and of the
class aliemative

Consequently our ¢
needs 1o start by siress
common ground with the ac
tivists involved in these arcas.
and 10 argue on the basis of hov
best 1o take the struggle forward,
as well as our contention that no

the

E::Ivﬁn rally in the last rural
5: commod) i
Yo fall again. ity prices are set

STRIKE DAYS, AUSTRALIA

Year ending August

STRIKE DAYS BY STATE

Despite a slignt lift in 1988, industrial struggle is still depressed,

real solutions
without socialism.
On the campuses, the level of
qrugale has declined. The fees
campaign took on the features of
a lost cause, and there was only
one sizeable demo around it
{Melboumne in March). The cam-
peign against Victoria Brazil at
Queensland Uni was something
of an exception, reflecting th
polarised politics under National
Party rule. We cannot assume that
this localised radicalism w
tinug now tha

are possible

505s 15 in office

N INDUSTRY the trends are
raphs. 1988 was a
nerally depressed
onfinuing strong
economy, the more subdued pic-
fure for 1989 is a disappointment.

In 1988 the union | elt
they had to let workers let off

yarnational sic
In ¥icioria the ne
Secretary, John Halfpenny
110 establish his credentials
allowing mass meetings.
where the m 1 some
strong motions through. In 1989
the pressure on the officials
eased, except for Melbourne’s
tram dispute

The much-touted Workcare dis
pute in Victoria was 13
Traud, with Trades Hall sta
lunchtime rallies by var
unians i

us
but only the power
workers and the building indusiry
redlly showing some fight. Of
these, only the power workers
were allowed to take decisive ac-
tion, which was enough o extract
modest concessions from the
government

The NSW Day of Outrage
mobilised large numbers, bhut
Was just a one-off token event
which the Greiner government
could ignore,

Thie pilots have foughtabig dis
pute, but this in no wa a

the dispute in isolation from the
rest of the waorking ¢
SErOUslY trying to mobilise sup-
POt from other workers. That has
::anc it easy for the ACTU 10

o them. The pilots’ plight is
repeatedly used by officials of

other unions as an argument
inst militant action
However. it would be wr

r sirike [

e-by-state trends
part of the 18

to defensive

wainst the Greiner

rather than any sizeable wa
push. So the 1989 resuli is r
Just f € of the difficult

ind have known

re able 0

check
ymy Tuming

vill be increas

efensive
's latest incamation
is s

ises in excha

for
ACTL

has again perfol

for its capitalist masters in hold
. nere v o 4 pit

1 excha for the trade

h are becom stab-

5 a normal par «
fixing

Meanwhile, Liberal policy has
made ill be el
m emment
B ire now talking
aboul industry bargaining (in
dividual p als witl
unions), and the ACTU wants 10

ce it as part of the nex

wage system

Some e
such arrar
localised wage breaket
the unions hav
ened under the Accord, the
need for a ceniralised system 10
conirol the stro
receded. We can expect
interest in enterprise b
in coming years

yers still fear that

sments could lead 10
ts. But as

been steadily

Under conditions such a5
these, the socialist movemenl
w0t expect 10 make major
5. ¥ expectonly (o win
smiall numbers of fuals te
our ideas, Bul th
will lay the fon rapid
advances when times change.

——

[LLA warfare, the
EEEBC\M whoek”  of
ercules helicopterss talk of

= Imperialists
it reap the
e v whirlwind

u are sliding towards
i OWT miniature Vietnam

wars

« Victnam, the insur
o :k;lr:l;[ll:g hard to beat
g:r"::ua\(_]na's "B(!ugam\-wllu Re-
1;-$uucnary Ammy” have m;uh;
faring raids On the main lOWn 0
Arawd. 00 the government of
fice at wuykanai and on police
sations. Al the end of _l.!lw‘\r'\
they were 10 control of all but
\wa district centres.

The PNG central government
Jesperately tried 1o put the best
face It could on things. Ih_l-g
made much of destroying the
rebels’  “headguarters They
\hen claimed that Francis Ona
had been Killed by his lieutenant
Sam Kauond,

But it's unlikely they believed
s latter claim, for they 1
Jowed it up with lurid stoncs
ahout his earlier involvement in
4 “supremacist sex cult” hoping
(o discredit him, You don't go to
great lengths @ discredit a dead

man

In fact, the PNG government s
authority on Bougainville 15 in
{alters, as the local population
nlly increasingly behind the
rebel forces.

HE REBELS® demand to se-

cede from PNG is part of a
long tradition. The island has
héen & vietim of imperialist rul-
ers and their clients in Port
Moreshy for nearly a century.

In the late 19th century it was
arbitrarily incorporated into the
German temitory of New Gui
nea, although culrally and
geographically it fits together
hetter with the Solomons. The
Gemman impenialists used the
darker skinned Bougainvilleans

The resistance

1 treat-
point in 19

US control because o
ment by Australia
I'he development of the Bou-
painville Copper miné after
1964 created new SOUrCes of Wien PNG
discontent, including environ- w&ﬂ'" in 1975
mental destruction and the mea-  PE*
are royalties and compensation
paid ta the islanders

became

reshy B
tremely favourabl
Australian multmatl

: mine. he govermmen!
B o domestics ! \.M;,;_mg\lhﬁ‘:“.r:m people igapuale Guinea has predict-
un the New Guinea mainland, in Ever SInce, I Jbout €OM- o three yEaT recession :
eynical divide-and-rule fashion have compIInEd B 1 des you might tink ird make
This ket a legacy of hostility pany racisin, €YY o and 100 mare <ense to spend money &
between the mainlanders and '”"'"”“'P‘wlmmtmt better r‘t,‘c,,,m“,cuplpm-.nﬁn:n:n
B“_"B-Hn\'lllcam that persists 1o roads. _" for land (aken by grds, rather than on g p
his day. ﬂ.mpcm.ma: rancis 01 mmemulﬂm‘“"”“
i ¢ company. % s de- ol
dun;mmmn seized the island ILiI:ndM“l' A§yxnallx'“7'-‘-‘d‘ Bﬂ;lgﬂ‘_':f;l;um it differently
ng World War 1. Anti dod §15 billion fram mpe vans_concem is
?’]D“‘*ﬂ movements were active o affict ot who dares 10 il
M the sian, and f i {OST recent € crush anYORE O Australian
R T g MOST B e fenge 1he IWEE B o cor
zasingly began n 45 ¢ other) MU i
0 demand secess nf troops  (or any sion, Rubbie
10n. Tt the gnl hels T is reg!
up, i the rents ration: e artner:
m:':cwﬂm secessionist_move are o bR ﬂl'm:::’m port, This Rl is M2
i r:’:hn}: hHuhnh\ Welfare I-a\fﬂ”d’.';d“dc quite 3 few Bt ve shoul d i the
T e 1962 was able scems 10 10 who ot No mOTE Loy
o a boycoll of the head 1ax, expalriale us oy o uuldwﬁ‘*wm,,a&w’"
fhpem" of demands for roads. i r.spong!:g" for the =
SMe year, a g 1} Canberm® 5
By AME year, a group ol 0 _pAGETS
pcmvilleans asked a visiting ~ Gareth Evans: protects 1o leave: GOGIALIT acTION—PAGE™.

Mission to trapsfer them (0 multinationals

reached a high
59, when the Rorova-
na tribe had © be forcibly :\'-
moved from their and by police
amed with ear g5 and batons.
nde-
the problems
remained because the Part Mo-

e terms 10 (e
onal CRA

By niow
Of murder,
ment of local
CUPYIE army. There g o

here s a grisly econg
. O and ampe
Ty the oc-
Vidence

of at leasy 16 cases of death in

SUSPICIOUS  Circym -
the povernment d;ilanr:;s i)
of e i AR
s mergency last June. There
re dxm\s nfcase; documcnted
mnesty Intermational of
people being beaten with i
Dars, rubber hioses and ifle buts,

4000 people have been
moved out of their villages and
‘L[":mﬁd n “taﬂ:e centres” where

Y are at the
soldiers. A,
And villagers claim they are
being strafed by helicopters pro-
vided by the Australian govem
ment AL the time, Gareth Evans
swore hlack and blue they would
not be used as gunships.

The fact is that Australian aid
to the Port Moreshy government
is substantial and growing, and
by no means limited to “human-
ilanan” purposcs.

Canberma has agreed to give
“Urgent attention™ L0 lopping up
that aid with extra cash for the
govemment's police foree. As-
sistance in the form of military
supplies and training under the
“Defence Cooperation  Pro-
gram” is set 1o grow from §27
million last year to §53 million
in 1990-91

In additon, a proposed new
joint project would effectively
Jouble the combat strength of
the “Defence Foroes™. And all
this to try to crush an enirely
justfied resistance By local fan-
downers to exploitation by the
giant Australian company CRA.

ATHER than meel their de-

mands, CRA chose to close
the mine. This means ecOnOMIC
catastrophe for all of Papus
New Guinea, particularly as it
mmntzﬁmrnhqmﬂﬂﬂllﬂ
coca export  pricss L

Tunged. ]

In the first three weeks of this
year, the povemment cul 1ts r:
Yenue esumates h§1;111 r;n-
0. and devalued the CUTEREY,
e 1 of the Bk of




i b
months later Elizabeth Ve-
Jasques and 11 other working
lass fighters died in an explo-
sion at the headquariers of the
umion federation Fenastras. The

The bombing showed the in-
creasing hrutality of the ARE-
NA regime, which refuses 10 ne-
gotiate with the opposition De-

fic Revolutionary

‘mocral
FllmﬂfFDRJ and

its - military
do Marti Lib

wing, the F
eration Front(FMLN).
response o the govern-

rebels defy the govemment

In

ment’s hard line, the FMLN L [
faunched a military offensive a Va o r W |c
Jast November, What followed ]

stunmed the world

oo 0 FOAM 1O revolution?

attacks on government posts, gections of the working class,
urban pooi T
understand  the
need 1o look back to 1979-80,
when the left suffered a major

and took control of small towns.

In the capital, San Salvador,
the working class suburbs sup-
ported them. When they were
forced 0 retreat from these

=

arcas, they ook the battle to the ot

elite suburbs of Escalon and San HE YE
Benito. imperial

On our TV screens we saw
guenllas defying the government
from the posh homes of the rul-
ing class, while govemment
planes and tanks bombed slum
over 1000 people i

Unlike Ticnanmen  Square,
the government atrocities in El
Sulvador drew no condemnation

caragua has won, 3
T R A e . El Salvador

The Sandinista revolution n
Nicaragua had been won by an

R N o dnjumeciion, i which

Bush. Apparently it was all right
10 commil mass murder in
Amenca’s backyard”.

retreated, having established that
they were a foree 10 be reckoned

refused to negotiate. Aficr a de
cade of heroic strupgl
couniry remains in 4 pol
stalemate

On the extreme right stands

and capitalists, who have rallied
desperate sections of the middle
class around them plus some
urban poor. Their military ma-
chine relies on US aid: some
:snl!:\alrs ﬁy that without it the
wo i 4
i A)mmll:h 2nnd 1 3 halt with-

On the left is the FDR-FMLN
which has the suppon of wide

impe
forget. Iran and Nicaragua fell
to revolutions, and El Salvador
was spinning out of control.
Nicar: s
- s the mass mc e
dellings, Willse and maiming ¢ mass movements of Salvad
which had been slowly building

up for a decade. Demonsir:
flourished banners reading: *

B
m the countryside to take the
g 0 lead. The left T 2
with. Yet the government sill  gjyad A
alvador hoped for o similar

i Process. with growing numbers
E of puerill
rural areas,
could

Tevs
the ruling class of landowners pluion

Daniel Orlega: statesmaniike?
PAGE 16 — SOCIALIST ACTION

Certainly the mass support
was there, Throughout the
1970s, tens of thousands of
workers had joined radical union
federations, and the politics of
the umions were mOVINg
leftwards. 5

The teachers’ union ANDES
is a good example. At first it
aligned itself 1o political groups
that worked through existung
channels, though it was also for
using extra-parliamentary pres-
sure. Then in 1974 the military
regime refused to recognise the
election victory of an opposition
presidential candidate, Military
rule continued, and ANDES
quickly drew the lesson

The union entered the radical
United Popular Action Front
(FAPU), declared that the parli
amentary road was a dead end
and called for revalution. When
FAPL later moderated its stand
the union joined the Popular Re
wolutionary Bloc. This grouping
claimed a worker and peasant
membership of 60,000 and led
land invasions in 1977. Its polit
165 were a mixture of socialism
and populism

N THE wake of the Nicar:

guan revolution, with I
vador
move in a revolutionary direc-
tion on & mass scale,

In December 1979 and Janu-
im" 1980 the regime virtually
:-;nk“h POWEr 10 govern, as
i ers oceupied factorics over

onomic and political demands,

and wa street battles with
right wing organisations.

On 22 January, 230,000
workers marched through San
demanding  demo
racy 2 oclaiming their sup
port for left organisations The
problem was how (o keep s
Initially spontaneous movement
the left

allemplirn ke the
class struggle forward they

ed strategics that ed
them Lo focus ¢

farc in the countrys
In February the left, un
R

CRM hac

den

dical

and more efficient
The main ene
as “Yanke
than the Salvadoran T
Of course this was
but in emphasizing
rather than the class stru.
CRM urned its attention 4
from the dynamic muovemen
that was actually underway it
began to orient more and MO
to guenlla warfare
Workers were Lo @
port of the armed sITUEE
for their own liberation In I“T
new socicty proposed BY Ihe

[abour and capital were 1o
e movement began
]i\m:g}wur gcnemt strike
i 980 was gill able 0

jise OVEr 150,000 workers
against gnwmmc:\l
L and the right to STIKE
Wca ‘sTcund strike 10 August

forkers WETe becoming wear,
qware that their movement was
Jo| moving forward for lack of
p revolutionary

he urban strugele de
tUr[u\:d.llhe Jeft shifted all the
more 1o @ sirategy based on
ierilla warfare. But because of
tme missed opportunity I the
cities, the hopEs of repeating the
Sandinista experience  WCIE

dashed

hi:t]mnuar_\- 1981 the left, now
known as the FDR-FMLN, had
consolidated 1t military forces
and launched & “final offensive .
Rul after four days of fighting in
which the guerrillas had sec ured
sme mriF:lnTar.thq retreated
They had failed 10 te a pop:
ular insurrection.

Since then the FMLN has
been locked in continual warfare
with the regime. From 1ts initial
call for a revolution without so-
cialist content, it has retreated
further and now merely de
mands a negotiated settlement
and @ democratic process

T WAS always a mistake o

imagine that the Nicaraguan
experience  could b readily
transferred to El Salyador.

The Nicaraguan ruling class
was deeply spht in the penod
hefore the revolution, with large
sections of industry actively hos
file o the dominant Somoza
family and its poliucal di
ship. It was the urban r
wha made the revolution, but the
new govemnment could initially
count on the sympathy of some

capi.

In El Salvador the ruling oli
garchy held together in the face
of naing unrest, and there was
precious little interest in demo
cracy among the ruling elite. S0

(gt v o ammae. —

without a powerful working
class movement, it would be
hard to defeat the regime, espe
cially as the new Reagan admin-
istration began to back it more
actively

The Sandinista model had
great appeal for the muddle class
activists in the FDR-FMLN
leadership. Though catapulted to
power by a mass revolt, the San
dinistas established a paternalis-
tic regime, where an elite at-
tempted to reform society from
above. But the sharp class polar-
isations in Salvadoran society
made such a project unviable

As they have begun to grasp
1. the Salvadoran left has
even further from the
an model They've
been encouraged to do so by the
prablems facing the Sandinistas

=

S . THEY came to power
the Nicaraguan revolution-
aries have faced an economic
crisis. The burden of keeping
the US-backed Contras at bay
has undermined many of the
social reforms launched by the
new government in education
and health.

And in the last couple of ye-
ars, the regime has moved
sharply to the right. After expe-
riencin| 000 percent infla
tion rate in 1988 and a 30 per
cent drop in production, the San
dinistas adopted policies that
sounded like they were hor
rowed from the International
Monetary Fund

In June 1988 a wage frecze

Government repression takes its toll

disillusiont
on the p3

was imposed and the cumency
devalued T January 1989
35000 jobs were shed in the
stale sector. Meanwhile a pack-
age of concessions was offersd
10 private industry to boost prof-
its and hopefully stimulate in-
vestmenl In some cases land
seized in earlier reforms 1s being
handed  back 1o large
landowners.

It is true that the Sandinistas
have often held back from using
such policies as long as possible.
But it is also true that the situa-
tion which drives them 1o do it
arises panly from their limited
political perspective. I you try to
achieve your goals within the
|imits of & single, capitalist Nica
ragua you will end up wrapped
Capitelism is a system of profit
To ensure profits, workers must
be exploited

The allemative would have
heen to mobilise the workers o
expropriate the capitalists, while
lending more active support 16
revolutionary movements in the
repion. But the Sandinistas are
fac from doing that, as Nicard-
guan Presulent Daniel Ortega
:mlm\-d last year:

“We canno! act [ike one gueT-
rilla movernent supporting Mk::‘"
.+ We are o revolifionary BOYET
o g and have a responsiy ©
act lke statesmen.”

RTEGA MADE these re-
Ktk in epdoring an i
eepational Accord YR
e ) Salvador's ARERS 0
gime a8 ' democralicy P
and part P”“E} gned by the
n presi-

Acc r
central Amencd

and called

ywih of the peacé lm\ul:\é: ol

gro

1987 yhat

1987 whefl in “".. L
m

scratic prosesss
The initiatves FPEC ooticy
peni Wil 22 Toocen
ot of stales like

Rica and Honduras
blaL L ’Mgnmnkuls::‘db
cost of legimmring ﬂ\g mi i
U Fegime j s
inmgal\jln ;‘n El Salvador.
the i
al this al::w u}]ﬂ:ﬁmm
1S puppets. But it soop 'beu.:{»
;'Il:a! (hat Honduras would sl
arbour (he Contras, and '|he
::r:L ‘Cu:nual American states
oy
it cﬂn:e;:.mmu“h: Ac-

Only Nicaragua, desperate for
recognition, implemented  the
Esquipulas Accord. The Sandi-
Ristas granted concessions (o the
rightwing opposition, held round
table discusaions with the Con
tras, and cul aid to the Salvado-
ran rebels.

The US soon saw the benefits
of the “peace initiarive” and put
the Contras on stand-hy (while
maintaining $60 million *hu-
manitarian” aid). US money alsa
flowed to the internal nghtwing
opposition for the  February

election.

ATURALLY the Sabvado-
ran lefl reacted bitterly to
these deals. They reiterated they
would kay down their arms ooly
when real democracy became

1t is hard 10 imagine that the
ARENA regime will meet their
conditions for a ceasefire. This
after all is & government that
came o power on 8 tide of nght
wing hystena. (choas, & promi-
nent ARENA leader, said before
the election:

“Wars are cruel . they st be
ended quickly. That & why the Us
dropped an atomic homh

The best hope for EL Salvador
10 break out of the deadlock lies
ot with the guerrilla war but
with the urban movemen'. whic!
has been rebuilt since 1984,

[n its atempts ©© develop the
country, ARENA I8 d.lb.“l;w:.!
with monelanst policies and fa-
ces 3 Massive hu-!lw:a it

seks [0 impose 4L
il e e

U"‘l:?l\vu[‘h UNTS chowed it
b during negotiations be
sureng 2 1 :
ober 1987

seize

festival fear this
1t Is becaus i L me



educational ram be-
gan with Rick Kuhn's talk “Res-

'%'q Stone’s talk on 'The
personal is political” discussed

more
that insight has been given in

years.
Saturday night we sald
“Farewell 1o the eighties” with

analysis to go with our bitlers-
weet memories of whal was cer-
tainly a difficult decade for the
left and the working class
movement.

One of the high points of the
week-end was the Sunday night
“commie cabaret” which brought
to light some littie known talents
among the comrades.

& a conference

THE CONFERENCE on Sunday
discussed the current economic
and political situation. That dis-
cussion s summarised else-
where in this issue. It also elect-
d a new National Committee.
One quite important session
was devoied to the possibility of
fusion with another left group,
the Intemational Socialists.
Socialist Action was estab-
lished in 1985 by former
members of the 1.S., because of

lation that group had adopled.
While we had a very similar
approach on guestions of so-
cialist theory (our view that
‘countries like Russia were stale
capltalist, for example), and on
u‘: nature of the political period
are passing through (the
“'downtum”), we argued mallme
lest of theories was how they
are pul info praclice.
Qver the past two years or so
it has clear that the

practice of the two organisa.
tions is converging, Al our last
conference we o inves-
ligate the possibilities of reunil-
ing the two groups.

While we believe that some

issues
i require further discus-
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QUESTION: What do you
get when you combine rap
music, @ block community

ria

Answer. Do the Right Thing,
an ambiguous but interesting
new mavie from the US.

Spike Lee, who produced,
wrote and directed the film, as
well as acting in it, explores the
relationship between Sal, an Ttal-
1an pizzeria OWNET, and Mmluc‘
his ~ quict, sceptical delivery

.
m;;; has long served the mostly
black neighbourhood and in one
scene proudly tells one of his
ravist sons that “These people
have grown up on my food!”

But the sweltering New York
heat becomes a metaphor for the
underlying racial tensions.

Buggin’ Out Lries (0 0rganise a
boycott_of Sal's shop, protestng
against the portraits of Stallone,
Smatra and  other ralian-
Americans that he sees as an
insult to the black customers

Radio Raheem refuses 1o turn
off his ghetto-blaster in the shop,
Sal smashes it, Raheem (r
strangle him, the cops arrive,
Raheem is dead. In the ensuing
ol the shop is bumt 1w the
ground

I is in scenes like this that we
become aware that Do the Right
Thing raises more questions than
il answers.

It pivots around the theme of
racial tension and ils “inevita-
bly” violent consequences. Yet it
isn't clear whether the film con-
dones the use of violence, Mal
colm X is quoted, defending the
use of violence, but so 100 15
Martin Luther King criticizing it

It is significant that one char-
acter, Smiley, has what is be
lieved to be the only photo of
these two men — both black
American heroes, but with such
different ideas — together

And, after all, it is Sal's pizze-
ria that is the target of the riot,
rather than the murderous cops
As a symbol of black oppression
it s pretty unsatisfactory.

Spike Lee's black nationalist
politics gives us skin colour ver-
sus skin colour as the focus of
this film. That's not enough 1o
understand American race con
flict, which has its roots in slav-
ery and is kept going by the
alienation and exploitation of
modemn capitalism. But at least
the film addresses the issue of
racism, and does it head on.

And it uses popular culiure to
do it The rap soundtrack gives
the message, ambiguous though
1t s, a freshness and appeal to
younger audiences.

For all these reasons, you
should o and see i,
Arthr Michalopoulos

Black confronts white in Do the Right Thing

Is it all black

and white?

BOOKS

w

Aliens vs
alienation

PEOPLE from the planet Oitar
are considering colonising a new
world,

They send Oi Paz to investi
gate Sykaos (or “earth”), Having
seen its natural beauty, he wond
ers that if it should “prove to be
inhabited by intellectual beings,
how could they, among such a
harmony of elements, not prove
themselves to be harmonious.”

But in EP Thompson's first

Papers, Oi
finds much disharmony. There is
an “infinite series of tiny fac
uions” (familics), transport is
chaotic, and he is stunned that a
species could have “tumed a
planet so clement into such a
stinking dump”

The cause of all this, he dis-
COVEMS, 15 money “whose wor-
ship is performed in bumples
known as banks” and property,
which is power, ]

This is sparkling satire, bul
not all the book is so good. All
people, including, the powerless,
are blamed for social ills. Thom
son has Oi Paz say that “individ-
ual wants and needs” are fouling
up the environment and “the
silence of every mind" is respon-
sible for war.

Sykaos presents a bleak pros
pect because the working classis
marginal. Oi Paz’s lover men
tions that Oitarian society too
has a proletariat who “are &
deeply assumed like the
plumbing and wirng that
they don’t get mentioned much
But the ex-Marxist Thompson
seems to fall into the same (rap

Oi does join a union be
cause they “deprogram the vil
Jainies" of the Sykotic rufers. But
he doesn't see the power of
workers as a vehicle for change
Instead he looks to public pres
sure building up that “the polit
cians are actually being forced
10 surrender their power (0 W0
multinational UN commissions
| . for Sykaos “sell
cancels” itself in a panicky nU
clear exchange

But let none of this put you off
which gives the evils
of our sociely a good roasing

Phil Shannon

——4—

I Ausiralia dramaticafly eulis
Imparts, other countries wouly
retaliate againsy Australian gy
poms, costing jobs in expart in

usiries,

trap

HE WORD wrefor-

As for inflows of fi
2 reor oreign capi
" RD - \rAII which so many on the \Eﬁ
| ulminate ahout, much of jt
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The shrimps are in full ctcshurus
today as Easlem Europe T
of its hated stalinist regimes And
everywhere must face up
1o the consequences.
For the Weslern press it is sim-
 capialism has triumphed over
socialism. Sad old staliists, like
the leaders of Australia’s Moscow-
fine Socialist Party imenviewed re-
cenlly, have lo agree, ginee their
sterile concept of socialism only
ever amounied o a state-run
ecanomy. And indeed, the papular
percepton thal “Manxism equals
bureaucratic  slale ownership
equals a failed system” i making
e harder for the whole Left, even
I those of us who never believed

that Russia’s miserable “barracks
sockalism’” had anything lo do with
human i

0f course, the West has a real
gall in claiming victory. The main
rights that Easlem European
workers are demanding are free
association and ihe vole, for which
Western workers had to struggle
for over a cenury. How nice that
our rulers regard them as intrinsic
1o capitalism now that it suits them!
y Yel not all of our rulers are gloat-
ing. “1t i not in me interesis of the
] Unfied States fo see instability in
i Eastern Europe or the Soviet Un-
ion," says US secretary of stale
James Baker, Whalever propa-
ganda their press may make from
it. Westemn ruling classes have a
lot 1o lose from stalinism's col-

mesmnn GE=RICOCASDITOE U080 SILDTID w

For all the rivairy between the
two superpowers in the last 40
years, the Cold War provided the
perfec! excuse for America fo
dominate its half of the world mil-
itarily, How will the Pentagon justify
the nexi Vietnam or Grenada ad-
venture naw thal it has no Fussian
bear 1o scare the children with?

UT that is just one problem.

For all the trumpeting, the
market cannol solve Eastern Eu-
rope’s erisis.

‘barracks sOC

Ukranian miners: socialist potential

East Germany, already an in-
dustrialized economy, may gain
spin-offs from the West German
markel next door just as South
Korea and Tawan did from Japan.
But the rest of Eastern Europe will
get no more joy from markel cap-
ftalism than Turkey, Brazil or other
semi-developed nations do

And as Poland's workers have
found, the thrill of electing your
own MPs soon wears off when
they take their orders from the
International Monetary Fund

Yel East European workers
have caught the nasty habit of
taking the law into their own hands
1o solve problems. That is the “in-
stability” thal so womies James
Baker. While their first response s
1o embrace social democrats like
Czechoslovakia's Havel who are
jpushing a mxed economy, when
these leaders disappoint them
many wil seek other solutions.

With the grim “bamacks social-
ism” of Stalin's heirs swepl aside,
real socialist currents will then
have a new chance. Already small
paries are emerging thal want
neither the repression of the past
nor the exploitation of the West but
2 socialist planned economy run
by a genuine workers' democracy.

THE collapse of stalinism lifts
a greal albatross from the
neck of the Western left 1oo.

Mo longer will generations of
radicals be sucked into defending
the crimes of petty dictators, com-
promising their own socialist vision
and repeling the workers they
seek 10 atiracl No longer, that is, if
they can absorb what was wrong
with the stalinist method rather
than just superficially rejeciing the
Ceaucescus and Honeckers as
“corrupt” and “undemocratic

Sadly, not all can. The Socialist
Workers Party here in Australia, for
example, has renamed itself the
Democralic Socialist Party 1o latch
onto the new anti-stalinist mood.
But it still regards Cuba as a mod-
el, despite Castro being just as
much a dictator as Ceaucescu
was, if more benevolent

The fundamental flaw of siali-
mism, for all its apparent ruthless
extremism, is that it compromises
with sections of capitalism (n order
lo carry out a ‘revolution by
stages”. Stalinist parties invariably
push an anti-fascist or anti- impe-
rialist alliance with “progressive’

osses against the rest The so-
cialist pan of the revolution is de-
ferred until this nationalist stage is
complele.

In theory this sounds fine ... the
old rick of "divide and rule” lumed
against the bosses, and the
workers mobilized around the na
tionalistic ideas capitalism has
aught them. In practice, though, it
means playing down the most
pawerful and liberating part of any
socialist  movement ordinary
people seizing their workplaces
and neighbourhoods, running
them themselves, and defending
them with democralic armed militi-
88 .. because this threalens “pro-
gressive’ bosses as well as the

athers.
Sao stalinist Izaders win their fol-

lowing by other means. Fram
Ceaucescu 1o Mao to Tito to Cas-
tro, they have relied on primarily
military organisation, and bureau-

cratic control over mass insbiu- ‘
fions like tr unions, in stepping
10 power |
in theory, the laler “socialist |
stage of the revolution should sel |
this right. In reality, having a bloody
showdown w former bourgeois
forces stak-
even mare on
which
means buildin repressive
and bureaucr fus even
more, since down- §|
organisation
aucescu could beg- ‘
n hter and end |
up just like es.

The stalin es were not pro-
duced by go alists who be-
came corrupt ir var. They
arose fron slutionary strategie

vat were themselves rotien, sub- ‘
shituting military takeovers by an
armed party for ine working
class self- emancipation.

They have prove ing about
\he planned economy except thal,
run by a bureaucratic ruling class

in & cne-party state, it is almost a8
alienating and inefficient as any
Marcos-style capitali agime. But
a socialist planned economy, oné
where competing parties can free-
ly promole different nati onal plans
and policies for workers' councils
to decide on, still has to be tried

OUH right-wing eritics have
one comment on that. Man-
ism has had a century 1o get it
right, they say, and it still hasn't
produced such a system

They are correct. But belore we
write off socialist revolution, lel's
recall that the first century of cap
ilalism's revolutions were just 85

unpromising
The French revolution degener-
aled so fast thal France spent

most of the next eighty years un-
der an emperor. The American
revolution allowed slavery 1o flour-
ish for another century. And End-
land's Mother of Parliaments did
not allow workers or women [0
vote for two cenluries after Crom-
well established ils rule

Marxism has not lost yet It has
taken 60 years lo spil out the pol-
son of stalinism, but the workind
class has al last done i, and Marx-
ism is the healthier for L. The next
60 years will see its true lest.




