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Minister for
Creationism?

FROM time 1o time. you still
hmmm;lulmmhmlng:bonl
radical teachers using the schools
to push their own subversive
ideas. These days the radical
ideas worrying the right seem to
be logic. clear thinking and the
scientific method.

A prominent figure at a recent
Creation Science Conference.in
Brisbane was Lin Powell.
Quecnsland's minister for educa-
tion. Mr Powell, like most of the
others at this Conference,
believes in the literal truth of
Genesis, the first book of the
Bible. He believes that the world
was created in six days about
6000 years ago, that the dinosaurs
were wiped out in Noah's lood
and that women must obey men
~ Worsestill, Mr Powell believes
that the schools should be teach-
ing all this instcad of the theory
of evolution

Already. Queensland's educa-
tion system is the worst in
Australia. There are fewer
schools per student than in any
wother state and fewer kids fimish
high school (partly because
conditions are so had and courses
50 irrelevant)

Now Lin Powell and the
Creation Science Foundation
wanl to take Queensland schools
back — literally — to the nine-
teenth century.

PHILIPFINES

Cory’s base
comes apart

AS WE go to press, pinos
seem certain to vote for a new
Constitution which will confirm
Cory Aquino's rule,

Yetmore and more, the forces
on which Aquine’s power rests
are moving in opposite direc-
Lons.

First there was the massacre
on Mendiola Bridge, which
killed twelve peasant protestors
and wounded 100 more, On
opposite sides of the bridge were
two of Aquino’s most important
allies: the KMP, the country's
largest farmer Orgamisation and
a key“parl of the “people’s
POWEr™ movement, and the
army, whose defection 1o
Aguino was the last blow 10
Marcos

The KMP was demandin,
land reform promised a y:afal:;
by Aquino in her rise 10 power.
The army was enforcing her in-
sistence that the farmers must be
Pauent; an insistence that comes
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easily from Aquino, whosc
family is one of the Philippines’
biggest land-owners

As the champion of “people’s
power”, Aquino could not allow
thearmy to barricade the bridge
tostap the 10,000-strong march,
the way Marcos would have
The two groups met head on

Deliberately or in panic, the
soldiers fired. Given the recent
slaying of union leader Olalia
almost certainly by Enrile
supporters in the army, the
“panic” theory seems generous

‘Aquino promised action. The
Left, enraged, held an even
bigger march. Possibly SEnsing
Aquino’s weakness, possibly to
forestall the Left's growing
momentum, possibly to disrupt
the Constitutional vote, Marcos
supporters then made their
move.

_Their uprising this time, while
still weak, was more scrious than
last year's laughable “coup™ at
the plush Manila Hotel, It was
isolated to Manila, Marcos'
sirongest base of support, but
that is possibly because his
supporters elsewhcre were lying
low until the strengih of the
Manila rising became clear.

Aquino this time has promised
tougher retribution. Since
soldiers in the Manila Hotel coup
attempt were given 30 push-ups,
that won't be hard.

But tougher retribution is not
social reform. That is something
that Aquino, a liberal but a
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member of the ruling class none-
theless, cannot deliver.

And so, whatever the fate of
the new Constitution, of the
ceasefire, of the trigger-happy
soldiers and the Marcos
supporters, the polarisation in
the Philippines will go on

CAMPUSES

Students say
phooey to fees

AS THE start of the university
Year draws near, students on
several major campuses are
Organising to oppose the govern-
ment’s new fee-for-education,
Hoping to tap the wave of
anger mobilised late last ye
the National Day of Ac
student unions and other activists
@m to produce a substantial
boyeont of the fee. In Brishane,

where last year's student march
occupied the Eagle St govern-
ment offices, Queensland Univer
sl

Y Union representatives have
been collecting responses from
students willing (o boycolt the
fee. They helieve about 107
(som; 2()00~mdrnn]mllp.\nm
pal

AS it stands, the $250 fee is un
indiscriminate ransacking of
student’s pockers. All enrolled
mldrnls (including part-timers)
Will have 1o pay Mostaf the tiny
minority who qualify for (he
Exemplion will have (o pay and

then wait for a el
The government apye i
2 fee s 0 method of ry
iising
wy o g k

MUCh- ey
nereise i the mumber of
pliacees Actually, the 986 By,
spending on higher (~.|H‘-\,|I,):"‘
even including the incomg oy
the lee. 15 £

P real rerm
thimn in previous vears

What
shilt sor

e

illy does i
e 0l the cost af edugy
tion ontoe students themselyey,
with the result that those wiy,
can’t afford o will per
squeezed out Since the abolition
of fees by the Whitlam gover-
ment. the proportion of women

and warking cliass peaple study
ingat tertiary level has inc

wised
signilicantly. Inevitably, the
introduction of the fee will
reverse this

Under press

the govern.
ment has backed off somewhat
Recently it announced thay
pensioners and unemployed

part-time students would he
exempted

This is a p in the right
direction. Bur if it is to be
anything more than a sweetener
toa very bitter pill, strong actior
in the first weeks of the new
will be needed
ECONOMY

Profits, exec
salaries soar

WHEN the steam ran out of the
recovery a year or so ago, Bob
Hawke called on us all to tighten
our belts and pull together.
“Restraint with equity” was to
be our slogan.

Now we can sec what this
really meant. While real wages
have gone on declining, company
profits have just hit a fve y
high. From a low of 8% return
on investors” funds in the wake
of the 1981 recession, they have
now bounced 11.7%

back to
Not everyone is getting the
finance sector’s 13.5%, but none
of them have too much cause Lo
complain

Even the Financial Review
(the paper the bosses read) was
moved to note that the hgures
“make nansense of some of the
palitically motivared propaganda
abwour husiness difffcwitics

Bun it is not only the corpor-
ations and their generally faccless
shareholders who are doing so

well out of this crisis, So too arc
the men (and occasional women)
ho aetually run the companies
e up an
ar

Executive salarics
¢ 9.207, aver the last y
Considering that we are
supposed 1o be in the same boat
501 people seem 1o be rowing
rather less for rather heartier
rations than the rest of us

Boggo Road: The revolt in
Joh’s jails

VER a century ago, Karl
Marx argued that
“justice” under capitalism was
mainly a matter of one class
maintaining its oppression of
another through brute force
and “bodies of armed mei
In Queensland, the justice
system does its best to bear out
Marx’s analysis.
Conditions in the men's prison
at Brisbane’s Boggo Road, at
which major unrest occurred
again late last year, are litcrally

Victorian. The cen fthe

No 2 Division, was built in 1873
and has no toilels or running
water. Nearly 500 prisoners are
crammed into a jail designed for

250

The system inside the jail re-
flects the barbaric surroundings
Parole procedures are secret and
arbitrary, No work is available
for threc-quarters of the
prisoners. The Prisoners’ Dis
cussion Group, set up to work
for proper griev cedures
has been forcibly disbanded

Prisoners have been left with
no recourse but to riot. On
December 5, they smashe
set fire to the hovel-like cells that
y live in

Prisoners on the jail roof
shouted out their demands to
supporters below. Their
covered with towels because

ance

and

faces

wel
tear gas was spreading through
the prison below

When they came down, they
were forced to run a gauntlet
through a line of warders with
batons. Several prisoners were
hospitalised. Queensland’s
media reported their wounds as
“injurics from broken glass”

TATE government
ministers announced that
there would be no
any kind in the jail.
Joh Bjelke-Petersen said tear
gas should have been used
earlier, and that prisoners would
haye to live in the burnt-out cells
a threat that was carried out,

at least 1n the short term
Ex-Prisons Minister Muntz
declared from his new Tounsm
portfolio, " We Il keep the jails as

full as the tourist fotels!

SUBSCRIBE

faces covered by towels

These declarations
ereen light o warders,
prisoners have sinc
bashed, and had m
possessions like photographs
destroyed.

Warders wrote on the wall of
one prisoner’s cell, “My nanze is
Troy Q'Meara and [ am a
maggol. " As well as giving the
usual salute every time a warder
|\.u-\u_(!'-\\l\t[:1II\II.\lr\'pI'.l!lh\i
or be bashed.

For people already brutalised
by an exploitative, alienating
society, this kind of jail system
makes a moekery of any liberal
notion of “rehabilitation’

agre

N REALITY, “justice”

functions in ferms of who
owns the wealth

More than 25 per cent of the
prisoners in Bogeo Road are
there because they cannot pay
fines, often for relatively minor
convictions. The percentage is
even higher for blacks

The state government boasis
that its new Drugs Misuse Bill
will produce 300 people |lu|!|;'_
mandatory life sentences by th
year 2000, That estimate only
confirms claims that the Bill is
aimed at the moderate drug user.
the addict and the small time
ler, rather than the million-
aire drug barons. ;

Ortake Judith Callaghan, wife
of the Premier’s recently-sacked
press secretary Allan Callaghan
She was released after just three
months in Boggo Road, after
misappropriating tens of
thousands of dollars of state
funds.

New Prisons Minister Neal
has kept a remarkably low
profile since the yail disturbances
A farmer from Tara, he has
probably been told to let Joh
Bielke Petersen make the run-
ming on the issue, and has made
no public comment. When
demonstrators, organised mainly
by the Queensiand Coalition for
Democratic Rights, went to his
office, he was conveniently “out
of town™, 4

There have heen several
pickets outside the jail hy
prisoners’ supporters since
December 5.

At the first picket, plain
clothes police grabbed a
demonstrator. Picketers surged
after them up the jail drive. The
jail entrance suddenly opened,
and out poured 40 warders
toward us in full riot gear —
helmets, batons and guns. Those
who saw this on the TV news got
a chilling picture of what
prisoners have Lo face.

EAR gas has been used
several times in the jail since
December 5, and on Christmas
Day, when we again picketed,
there was another disturbance
inside
Prisoncrs and supporters used
the same slogan on that day:
“What do we wani? Prisoners
rights! What do we ger” Bashed!
Prisoners’ solidarity has held
up completely since December
5, and at Wacol prison there was
an attempted hunger sinke.
Fif inmates at Boggo Road
are likely to be charged. probably
on internal disciplinary charges
which can be heard inside the

Jail. minimizing publicity, Some
prisoners have been transferred
with no reason given, 1o the
“homosexuals and devianis”
SECUTILY section at Wacol,

In 1985, the Longland Com-
mission recommended sweeping
changes 10 the Queensland
prison sysiem. Only a fraction of
these have been implemented.
The state government refuses to
consider even minor reforms,
and prisoners have no other
option but organisation and
direct action 1o bring the dis-
graceful state of the jail into the
public eye

Middle class attitudes have
been the main ohstacle prisoners’
supporters have faced in building
up the campaign on the outside.
Some people we have rung 1o
come ta the pickets have replied
“I'm not going out there (o
support all those murderers and
rapists.

This 1s the way the system
wanls us Lo sec the people inside.
But “criminals” are made, not
born, in capitalist society. A
socialist society would remove
the social factors that create most
criminals, and anti-social actions
could be dealt with far more
sanely in a society based on the
collective power of ordinary
people.

Justice, then, will operate in
the interests of the greal
majority. At Bopgo Road, and
at ;m) number of other prisons
like it, “justice” now is merely a
charade. Or as Marx again put
i, “the ideologised, glorified
expression of the existing
economic relations

— Carole Ferrier
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(Reagan with advisers Poindexter, McFarlane and Regan (@

HEY CALL it “Conira-
gate” or “Irangate™. And
of course the parallels with
the 1974 Watergate scandal
which brought down Richard
ixon are irresistible.
Then as now there was a
conservative Republican presi-
dent who seemed (o preside over
a powerful rightwing political
consensus. But then as now, a
turnabout in events exposed the
shallowness of his hase of
support.

The bulk of Americans are no
more inherently rightwing than
were the Australian voters who
elected Malcolm Fraser three
times. They had simply dis-
covered hy the end of the 1960s
that the liberal “welfare siate”,
which the Democratic Party had
built up over several decades,
had not solved their problems

he Democrats had not
abolished poverty or racism: in
fact, the inner city ghettos were
tinder boxes of discontent, They
had notended the danger of war:
in fact twas Democrat Lyndon
Johnson who had sent troops to
Vietnam,

The fiascos of the later John-
son administration, and then of
the Jimmy Carter regime, sent
volers into the arms of right-
wingers who claimed to offer a
relurn Lo simple virtues and
simple solutions.

Whg Bredl tragedy is that the
American lefi, though revitalised
by the protest movement against
the Vietnam War and the, campus
Prolests of the sixties, was not
SLrOng enough o convine most
People that it represented a viahle
alternative, So we Bol Tricky

Dick, and more recently we
) ently
Ronnie o

But mosi Americans have

Contragate: The

President has
no clothes

remained discontented through
the Reagan presidency, as they
did through that of Richard
Nixon. And once Reagan came
unstuck, his populanty did a
nosedive

It should be said that th
“Contragate” scandal probably
will not destroy Reagan as it did
Nixon, It is likely Reagan will
limp through the remainder of
his term, or cven rebuild his
position

VEN so0, the affair has
reminded millions of Am
cans about the realities of capital-
ismand its supposedly democratic
forms of governmen
We have seen how our rulers
cymically disregard the law when-
EVer il suits them, even while
Piously insisting that the rest of
us ahide by it. We have seen that
despite the facade of elections
And representative institutions
the day 10 day running of the
system s in the hands of bureau
Crats, adventurers and eynical
operators who were electe
i ere elected by
These operators, in turn, wark
C\Ds_\-ly together with the private
mstitutions of the capitalist class
and with some of their leading
figures 1o do their dirty deals In
the course of the complicated
plots that seni weapons and
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money flowing from Washington
to Switzerland to Teheran to
Israel to Central America
Colonel North and his mates
found themselves dealing with
some remarkable pcople oui in
the private sector.

There was the retired General
John Singlaub, who is a fund
raiser for the Nicaraguan
Contras. There was the Sultan
of Brunei, who kindly donated
S15million. There was the Texas
oil billionaire H, Ross Perot and
the Saudi  billionaire Adnan
Kashoggi, not to mention the
Iranian businessman Manucher
Ghorbanifar, who claimed 10 be
the head of Iranian intelligence
operations in Europ:

This is the capitalist class in
action, And it might seem at first
Blance that with such forces
arraigned on the side of dark ness
I the world, the chances for
E\L\hghll‘nmcnl and progress, let
alone socialism, might be preity
bleak, Bu I'mlu%uu:l)'p ml‘r

Enemies also have some telling
weaknesses,

Fna ONE thing, there is no
ONour among thieves,
Not anly dig Ollic North
Manage 1o siphon some money
out of the Iran arms deal sup-
poszdt_y for the Contras, but
then it seems 1o have g

one

America

e, th.
the latest rightw
in Washington will have no
lasting value.

missing altogether. The C

ontras
deny the T got

Not that they deserve it, These
brutal mercenaries, not being
satisfied with the cruel destruc

tion they visit on the Nicaraguan
people month by manth, planned
te murder the US ambassadorto
Costa Rica and put the blame
onto the Nicaraguan Sandinista

government. They did this even
though he had helped them set
up a secret amr field

And all the conspiracies went

on behind the back of Secretary
of State, George Shultz

sther thing, they are
nt. The president, it
probably didn know
of what was g on. This
may be because he wasnt told.
Just as likely, he wasn't pay
attention at the time or just
forgot!

One thing above all will be
brought home to vast numbe
of people by the current dra
in Washington. The claim of the
Reagans and Ollic Norths to be
our natural rulers looks preity
silly. Just about anyone could
run the world better than them
with the possible exception of
their opposite numbers in the
Kremlin

Whether significant
number of people will translate
that ht into lcftwing, let
alone revolutionary, politics 15
up to socialists, We must build

any

insigh

organisations that can pose alter-
natives to the Tweedledum and

Tweedledee represented by the
Republicans and Democrats in
and by Labor and

ng of
g Warmonger

Tom @'Lincoln

— INTERNATIONAL

China’s students learn a lesson
about Deng’s “reforms”

N EARLY December

1986, Beijing Peophj'\
Daily announced the dis-
covery that, “The call for
freedom and democracy has
been greatly liberating for the
human race.”

Only one month later, the
SAmE NEwspaper war
“Rourgeois liber
poisoning our youth, harmful o
our stahility and unit
rupting our reform and modern
isation drive

Spot the difference? The
change in attitude came about
becausea large group of Chinese
took the December statement
seriously. Mass demonstrations
of Chinesc students started call-
ing for ‘“*frecdom and
democracy” in China. Naturally
enough, this was not what the
People’s Daily editonialists
and their backers in China’s
ruling class — had in mind at all
Steps had to be taken to stamp it
out

The student unrest began in
September in the eastern
provincial capital of Hefei.
Several thousand students de
manded changes in the selection
procedures for local government
candidates and marched under
the slogan “No Democratisation
No Modernisation”

Things took a more serious
turn when the demonstrations
spread to China’s largest metro-
polis, Shanghai. There, students
defied bans on marches and
began a series of all-night vigils.
By the fifth day, 30,000 were in
the streets confronting the
mostly confused authoritics
Leaflets were distributed de-
nouncing government bureau-
cratism and authoritarianism
and calling for “Democracy and
Freedom

It was Beijing’s turn next
Students began demonstrating
because of the lack of informa-
tion in the official media about
the Shanghai events. By this
stage, the authorities had pulled
themselves together somewhat
and announced a ban on further
demos. After intensive debate at
Beijing university, students
decided to defy the ban on
January 1
wo thousand of them
marched on Tien An Mien
squarc, in the centre of Beijing,
singing the [nternarionale and
the national anthem. Brushing
aside the police lines, they
poured into the square demand-

Empty promises: Pekin

ing democracy

Demonstrations Were even-
tually reported in eleven major
cities

HINA'S ruling elite really
ad no-one to blame for
these events but themselves.

For months, the press has
been filled with highsounding
talk about political reform
Current top<dog Deng Hsiao
Ping himself stated that “deep
economic reform should be
accompanied by Hrf.l’r\;-uml’m,\'.
political reform.” The Ministry
of Propaganda held a seminar
for students on democracy while
the prime minister called for
ideas on political reform for the
forthcoming Communist Party
CONRress.

But when talk turns to action,
rulers reach for repression.

Considering the official
campaign, it is no wonder that
local authorities were confused
as 1o how Lo react to the demon-

students burn a govemment newspaper

strations. In Shanghai, demon-
strations were only banned
because they disrupted traffic
One v e-minister said l_hq were
o caneie flor alarm’”. The New
China News agency reported
that citizens had the right to
onstrate.
E: ‘I‘[“nas not long, though, before
the official reaction came down
from Beijing. The students Were
childish, arrogant, impression-
able and (of _(mfrst] m"““’l“‘l“l
lated, They didnt know ;\’;
they were talking about ads T“:.
ey e
jere USINE 4
mnr;h—mil d O ultural ermgl‘;r
\ion. The official I‘“;%T f.:l'ur{
and harder, and any o
demonstrations are fllc:nc)nl o
ggmg_mh.a\canlcﬂi_\ i
hina's rulers
s o
coutir) 10 Mheyneverintendsd
m“mmducranylhmgﬂpproacn;
edom of speech

ing fre

assembly, much less organisa-
tion. They are interested in
political reform only to the
extent thatit serves their plans to
modernise China's economy.

'HE WHOLE debate hegan
ith the limited aim of
clearly separating the functions
of managers and Communist
Party secretaries in the factories.

It was slightly widened in the
belief that in a more relaxed
political atmosphere, the pro-
ductivity of Chinese workers
could be increased, and the
widespread disenchantment with
the economy could be overcome.

China's economic reforms
have run into considerable diffi-
culties. Foreign investment
dropped some twenty pereent in
the first hall of 1986, amidst
complaints about labour pro-
ductivity. While China wanted
oreign investment in order 10
develop the cconomy, many
foreign firms simply wanted to
get a foot in the “open door” to
exploit China's vast market.

Chinese workers have had to
endure inflation, depressed
wages and an attack on the
bonus system, which many relied
on for survival. There has been
sporadic working class resistance

a go-slow on the buses at the
end of 1983, for example.

At the same time, new interests
are emerging. A managerial layer
is taking shape as enterpnse
management is gIvEn more and
more autonomy. The nichest of
the rich pecasants are more
assertive in their demands on the
regime. Both these scctors have
considerable representation in
the Communist Party, and both
have political interests which
cannot be satisfied under the
present system.

EMANDS by the students
were vague. Calls lu:
“Freedom” and “Democracy
were the most comman.
c\'\"hen questioned, students
seemed 10 believe that they were
asking for a system similar lq
\hat of the West — democratic
liberties, chowce of job, [reedom
to change. One of them
ked:
m"rr\?:r simply want fo have the
freedom to do what we want.

In 1903, when a mass demon-
stration petitioned the Russian
Tsar for reform, the German
revolutionary Rosa Luxemburg
“::It;as the very modern l."\lsds

urge of a deadly serious an
mmmnmlmmuuud into the
[Leninupd page Bl
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health, claims the money
is for 'scholarships at

| “GREED is all righl, by the way. | want you to

know that. | think greed is healthy. You can be Oral Roberts University
n& still feel good about yoursell.” a modestly named
greedy a religious campus |
‘ _ Juan F. Bossky, recently sprung for histary's e i e e I
Biggest insider lrading scandal. 1o applauding by God s Oral. Let's

| Galifornian business school graduates in 1985 followers

HE America’s Cup

has proved a more
nmnlylngnpecllcle than
we imagined.

Alan Bond's boats both
furned out to be lemons.
The New Zealand stock
sxchange had one of its
worst days ever when it
became obvious their
boatwould miss the final

And the event has
proved a financial
disaster for many of the
speculators who de-
seended on Fremantle
One shipping entrepre-
neur sent a pleasure
boat over for the dura-
tion, expecting to carry
over 1000 passengers
each race It spent the
first round of heats sail-
ing with just one
spectator!

T LEAST the Uns-
worlh government
has not lost sight of its
relorming mission.

NSW Police Minister
Paciullo has introduced
a new police bullet
“These new bullets
expand in & controlled
manner on impact,” he
says.

Nice to see Labor
reining in the trigger-

firm hand.

RDNALD Reagan's
last movie, Hallcats
of the Navy, was filmed
aboard a real submarine.
Unfortunately, Reagan
suffers from claustro-

phobia. Whenever he felt
himself starting to twitch
he would rush overtothe
periscope to look at the
world outside, whether
the script called for it ar
not

Hmmm . maybe a
few weeks in a fall-out
shelter might give
Reagan a new sense of
urgency about nuclear
disarmament

EANWHILE, even

the Wall Street
Journal is making jokes
about Reagan over
Conlragate.

Its front page recently
asked, “What's the
difference between the
National Security
Council and a children’s
day-care centre?

Aday-care cenlre has
adult supervision.”

LAN BOND'S pro-
sad privale univer-

sity on the Gold Coast
will be taking no chances
with student radicalism.
Says Bond front-man
Brian Orr, “We're hoping
that a lot of parents will
put their studentsintoan

environmentwhereall of
their free time can be
controlled to some

ould see this

students like we've never
seen in Australia.’

IES, damned lies and
slatistics
The Thalcher gover-
nment has “refined" its
method of counting the
unemployed 19 times
since 1978, Of these, 18
have resulted in lower
unemployment counts.

IMME that ol’ time
religion . .. Ameri-
can fundamentalist
preacher Oral Roberts

hape that

choase 1o te him
to the ra of the haly
marlyrs.
AN L A
=
HILE'S h ing
season is in full
swing. p
One of the highlights
is the People's Republic

of China Cup. The nt
honours 13 years' un-
broken friendship be-
tween the Pinochet di
tatorship and Chir
‘communist” regime
one of the first govern-
ments to recognise the
coup that overthrew
leftwing president
Salvador Allende.
Meanwhile, Genera
Pinochetappears to have
crealed a new branch of
medicine in Chile. The
country now has 50
health professionals who
specialise in the treat-
ment ofvictims of torture.

has $6million
by March from his
national TV audience, or
he will die.

True beligvers should
send $100 immediately,
says Oral, and more by
March “to help extend
my life". Roberts, who
shows no signs of ill

happy elements in the ® FOR THE couple who awn everything, prestige
police force with such a American store Nieman Marcus this Xmas

recommended his-and-her Callfornia Spangleds,

@ new breed of leopard-

-cal cost $1400.

like domestic cals. Each

Times must be getting tough for the
bourgecisie. Lasl year, Nieman Marcus

suggested his-and-her

at
million each. Before that, it was his-a nd-nermlrfi-

yellow di; 2

submarines at $18,700 aplece,

Pinochet: new branch
of medicine for Chile

oll013

AS IT merely a

coincidence that
Russia pulled all of Its
ships out of Tripoli
harbour two days before
Reagan bombed the city
last year?

Or did the world's
stauchest oppanent of
imperialism" simply for-
get to notify Gaddal| of
the impending air raids,
in the hope that he might
be replaced by more
pro-Moscowelements of
Libya's army?

ND THERE is

absolutely no truth
lo the rumour that on
faking charge of the
contras, the CIA's first
project was te prepare
an excuse as to why the
Sandinistas won the war.

OMEN'S role
The Brisbane City
Mall last month hosted a
contest for “"Most
ent Secrelary 1987
Contestants had to
take down a letter, type
it, make the boss a cup of
coffee, run the letter to
the post office and
registar it

fROMPaces gy
China

lantastic whim of a eolourfu) old

wives tale . "
In China, we are not (as y

deahpg with the proletariat, but
the situation is very similar. The

students think they are struggl

fora “Western™ system, but their
:I;rrluﬂns mean much more than

al, How many young people in
the West today have a rea] choice

of job or the power

o b
aboul change — Jgy akmeE
freedom to do what we wan(

That is why the students'

L
demands — if they were gm:l;l
the system,

— would threaten
And that i why their Sirugg|
ours.

But they cannot do it on their

\ A

et)
ing
ing
the

] .
oW Students can

lc is

PAGE § — SOCIALIST ACTION,

ars worker-

regime, but they cannot over-
throw it. There is one power in
China that can do that — (pe
Chinese workers, together with
the poor peasants, The regime is
morealraid of a link-up between

tailing how

irritate the

all on ifself,

student and worker grievances
than anything else
In the same document de-

students, Deng Hsiao Ping
pointed out that on December
18 and |9,
Workers walked off the job at the
Luoyang tractor factory. We can
be sure that in the face of in-
Creasing attacks on their living
standards (such as they were)
there has been other industriz
action in Ching

The implication of
document was clear
and workers must he
aallcosts, If they are not, o real
threat could emerge,

Wit o
dictatarship

ciently NErYous, it turns first of

to deal with the

twenty thousand

Deng's
students
kept apart

ne-part
gels suffi-

The student protests have set
off guite a dust-up in the
Communist Party, with general
secretary Hu Yaobang being
amongst the first Lo go. Which
ever faction emerges victorious,
be it “reformist™ or *
tive” (the labels mean very
their main aim will still be the
exploitation of the Chinecse
masses
I The Chinese ruling class has
al  not been able to intimidate the
students off the streets, [t has not
been able (o frighten them with
horror stories of the Cultural
Revolution. Nor has it been able
ta prevent at least some worker
support and inyolvement

More protests can be expect-
ed. And the mare protests there
are,
become involved

the more workers can

David Lockwood

In 1980, millions of Polish workers formed the independent trade union movement Solidarity

The bureaucratic ruling class which dominates Poland declared martial law at the end of 1981
and smashed it. Since then, the struggle has continued underground. PHILL IP WHITEFIELD

looks at recent developments

Poland under the

iron fist

T THE tenth Congress of the Polish
Communist Party last year,
eneral Jaruzelski confidently asserted
that the days of Solidarity were well and
truly over. And in a sense he is right. An
exact repeat of the events of 1980-81 is
unlikely.

Yet a few Walesa,
chairperson of the banned trade union
movement, made a p
proclaiming the for
ground” Provincial Council of Solidarity
Following this, a number of *open” regional
organizations sprang into existence

Itis clear that worki
15 still alive,
workers wi
that is som
Polish society, and the class struggle, today

maonths Lech

ass organization
one day the Palish

and that
n challenge the regime. But
time away. What is the state of

HEECONOMY

and has b time
economy prevailed immediately
«coup, as a result of western sanc
was @ chronic scarcity of materials for
production.

in a poor condition,
A siege

Production only revived, and with it an
improvement in supplies of consumer goods,
in 1983-85, The revival was partly boosted
by the government's scabbing on the British
miners” strike and doubling coal exports.

Economic planning exists only in name
There is enormous waste in production, the

quality of commodities is poor, and there 15

inefficient

widespread corruption. The
y kept

sectors of the cconomy are artific;
koing by being part of the “soci
sector. But in a state capitalist
!

society

rationalised the way western industry 15

hy allowing inefficient firms 10 go o the

wall
The result over Lime is sLagnation.
The country’s freign deb is also a major

Empty shelves
Ina Warsaw
supermarkel

st state

d within a capitalist world market,
that only means Polish industry cannot be

burden, Nearly 50 per cent of Polands
export carnings are devoled 1o paying the
intcrest on its $30 billion debt to “‘\r.:[n:](z'\
governments and hanks, and to the L R
*" Like western leaders, Jaruzelski has made
Lhe warking class pay for the crisis. Pricss
have risen for food and clothing, sOME &5
ser cent, Residential housing IS
ate: Poles can wail between
wn apariment In

much as 30 |
in an appallingst
20 and 30 years for their o o
1985 the government stopped wrjmh..nlw::
housing cooperatives, and consequen
rents sky-rocketed

Workers spend 60 per ¢ e
monthly wage buying food, and u‘wulln]
do get is limited. Meat supplie wul; nimitd
by ration card, and imported Innl.f e
fruit, is prohibitively c\prﬂ.“\\l”‘l\ e
average worker. One m\\m‘“;':_‘_ e
ble in Warsaw becau

ent of their

milk was ava e o
distribution system could not cop
warm weather

the regime

B 9R0-81,
O I: sllrullg‘ Jt has been
emove manlml |al‘h.
isation has considerably

dissipated

Even so, the government’s social roots are
very shallow, and it is torn between popular
pressure for liberalisation, the need to
modemize the economy and the various
demands of the USSR.

The result is a curious mixture of policies.
On the one hand, Jaruzelski persists with
repression and continually attempts to
uproot Solidarity activists, Worker militants
are regularly sacked orimprisoned. In some
cases, activists are murdered

In July 1985 the government amended the
Penal Code so that anyone found carrying
or distributing illegal literature could be
arrested, investigated, tried and imprisoned

all within 48 hours, Similar legislation
also now exists for educational institutions,
where the Ministry of Education can easily
dismiss recalcitrant stalf and students.
Wroclaw underground Solidarity leader
Wiadyslaw Frasniuk was given a 3% year
sentence for participating in a meeting that
discussed a 15 minule general strike, in
response 10 Price Fises.

I Lr;lnnl hcr Dlacr hand, there have been three

official amnesties since martial law v.i-f

lified. On September 11 \nslgca;_.larums i

extended the third amnesty Lo include ..IE

“pon-criminal”™ prisomners, including _?I:‘\,

recently captured leader Zbigniew Bu|;_[.

The slaie ncwspaper Polityka claimed that

{he country was ‘passing from the stage of
ma fo the siage of unlerstanding
« ibcralisation is only superficial, and
is part of & eynical government “r;mlgﬁc
Jaruzelski desperately needs Lo lluw :“}o:
regime’s base, which is still very .wrn‘ I' i
cxample, after Solidarity was b.mnu.l ©
M‘\;: -||r\mrnl launched a recrulting drive to
ﬁ-'n‘lmilum the official \Lif|u—>g:\|-||:;;::lf
unions. Yet even l'hm:_uh [:F:;;\:;:l;n e
sented in 87 per cent of en e h;

+ 5 million members, of whic
ey o oner. Incormparison:
;.:l\\d‘m:\- had recruited L:l ice that many
merbers in less IO EXEE0 e the

Now the FEEFIZ al Consultitive
establishment 808 T Asscmblies
Council and PIOVELC iy of views™ Of
Jesigned toinclude a “plura

e bordinated 10
» these will remiain subd
course, thes et ;

ira
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neil af State- Yer with their
:i:.;;,(;::hc pretensions, Jaru, C_Nkl hopes
they will providc cover [or dissidents who
decide 1o collahorate with the government
ivisions inside the opposition are no
no doubt hopes to
o the “maode: " with such a
mﬁ]ge Indeed. Walesa liad been demand-
ing the relcase of prisoners as a basis for
establishing a dialogue
In fact, Jaruzelski would probably also
tolerate independent Irade union activity
on a strictly limited scale il it Turther
served 1o neutralize underground activity
Bul there arc no guarantees that such
arrangements would succeed, and his room
o manoeuvre is limited as he does not have
eompletecontrol of the state machine. When
similar moves were made in 1984, a
“hardline” section of the state provoked the
opposition by murdering the pro-Solidanty
pricst Jerzy Popieluszko.

State-imitiated reforms have been intro-
duged gradually and balanced by coercive
mcasures. When the release of prisoners was
announced on Sepiember |1, Jaruzelski
also declared the “dissolution of illegal
groups” as an objective and proceeded to
detain 3000 people.

OLAND'S Catholic Church has played

a valuahble role for the regime. 11 has
used allits influence inside the working class
tomoderate conflict, and on oceasions it has
actively condemned strikes,

In exchange, the church has sought to
extract reforms from the government that
would enable it to operate with less state
interference.

As ameasure of its success, 600 churches
are currently under construction compared
With 538 built between 1945 and 1978, As
well, the regime and the church are closc ta
An agreemenl (o provide & legal status for

Act now.
Bﬁﬁ’m '1‘;’ too f«fe.

SUBSCRIBE TO
Sociaust I
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the Catholic hierarchy tor the fist time
The church is by no means 4 pliable agent
of the government. It 15 rather a layal
opposition, and 115 popularity stems from
the fact that it is the only independem
nstitution that i wlerated, This makes it a
rallying point for those who would challenpe
hut that does mut mean
people accept its social policy. Recent
surveys indicate that large numbers of urban
Catholics do not follow its advice on
questions such as aleohol. abortion, divoree
and sexual 1
There hs
political issues

stale repression

ationships
ilso been conflicts over

Solidarity activists i
Warsay ghttheepiscopate with the
threat of strike action 1o preserve
Popieluszko’s grave as a union shrine

The traditional base of support for the

church is in the peasantry and agricultural
working class, and it has had 10 reflect their
interests at times. In 1985 it succeeded in
preventing the government from imposing
tax on imported farm machinery.

ODAY, Solidarity is very heterogeneous

and mented. It covers the old
leadership bodies, workplace groups in
enterprises and mines, and some 600 under-
ground publications, OF these, the most
widely read is the weekly paper Tygodnik
Mazowsze, with a print run of 20,000.

Organizationally, Solidarity consists of
autonomous regional structures, under the
national leadership of the Provisional
Coordinating Committee. The bas
place activity of the union is di
clandestine factory commissions. The main
function of these underground bodies has
been to collect union dues and distribute
literature.

There 15 also a host of underground
political organizations, of both left and right
wing politics. On the reyolutionary left, the
most notable groupis the Workers' Opposi-
tion Alliance (POR-S), representing the
fusion of four organizations. It is based n
Upper Silesia and publishes a monthly
paper Przelom (The Breach) c

The fragmentation of the underground
has not just been aquestion of organiz:
but one of politics. Some sections are less
radical than others, When announcing the
advent of open wark for Solidarity
Walesa stated

“There are ohs
Without ah,
achieve the ide
to eliminate what the authorities
barrier erected by Solidarnose. We wan
demonstrate our goad will.”

ation,

Lech

s on both sides 1o dialogue.
wdoning
5 6

I5 necessary to
olidarnose, we

s
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LY'S national
emhraced

f change, An
ogue and intell
gent discussion so that the union can beg
a partner with the regime in s
country’s crisis, Solidarity has to
ideas of introducing marketing mechanisms
into the cconomy
Hungary. But th
breaks with the |«

The rightward trajec
leaders has taken
Silesian miner

and reg
such conservatiy

emphasis is

aderships h
ons

as has been done in
seek no

nge w
of the system

y he
1 number of forms. A
tee inside Solidar
) ned by the re
leadership for producing literature tha
supported the British miners” strike in 1984

OLIDARITY'S politics have degener
ht wing direction for (w0

comple ary reasons

Onthe one hand, there is a heavy relianc
onalayer of “consultative”intelleetuals. On
the other, the union is respondi

declining level of struggle at the prassr

After the psychological impact of the
1981 coup had faded, the moveme
Provisional Coordinating Commi
allempled to organize mass de
Big protests did occur, parti
1982, but they were not the
Solidarity’s work. They were mainly locally

product 0

Workers

arganized or of a sponta
The Committee’s pr actio
price rises in 1984 brought only sca

TespOnses
Warsaw Solidarity leader Henryk Wujec
explained the problem rec itly
“We had all ohserved that the moy
losing ts momentum, The ranks
and (he losses Were nol compensate
arrivals,”
Most workers are not involved in opposi-
tional activity Loday, and or
cent continue to pay ther
Strikes occur frequently 3
questions of pay or working conditions, but
they are usually isolated. An underground
neral condition last

activist described the g

June:
The most frequent strikes are short and
spontaneous, lasting from hall an hour to

three or fo

ention [rom the sec

and anyone ws playing
role in the ikely to he
The situation is very uneven between

[actories. In some, union dues are eallected
and illegal literature distnbuted. In others,
practically nothing is done

A number of “sell-management councils™
continue Lo operate inside enterprises. Both
the government and Solidarity had gravi-
tated toward self-munagement projects as a
solution 1o the crisis of 1980-81. These
couneils do not represent rcal workers'
control, though they do allow same workers
alorum to express their views

The government retains the councils
because it hopes to use them 1o divert
Worker discontent into safe channels. But
there are limits 1o how well this can work
‘-fn\unluﬂnr;n such as the Ursus plant in

arsaw, arc considered “unsafe” for sell-
Management councils. A government
sponsared national rally of sell-management
BElvists had 1o be restricted 1o only 300
toun; resentatives, And when the
L Lhe Elana textile factory in Torun

independe attempted to orgs
national meeting of activists, the goves
squashed 1t

The subject

counils has b
Polish left. As
it

to factory
uniform response. In better o
actories the boyeotting of cou

relatively successful, while o
boycott precipitated a col
shapfloor organization

EMORALIZATION and the

environment for all sorts of false id

One of these is illusions about
*demce cy”. Im 1984 at the milian
Huta steel works in K

Reagan is wit

Just as militant work in \H\ll.lll.l-h.lﬂ
illusions in East European “socilism” (o
many years (and some still do) Polish

need time to sec through

workers will
Reagan and his ilk
Hopelully, the information put

the Washingion Post lastyear willeventually
led that Rea

reach them. The Post rev
personally knew details of Jar
well before it took place, Naturally
made no attempt to warn Solidari

It is clear that conditions in
difficult and will remain so for 50
But it is equally clear that the
continues. The Solidarity |
e withit

Lo put their faith indiale

rather than organising at the grassee
hat ¢

itis that sort of organisaty
basis for furiher revolls

T his is, after all, the same Pol
class which r
in the 1970s
which built Solidarity iLse

It is the same

police state.
been onc of the
ses anywhere. Or as the
Micnik once remarked
Here on a spring mor
in a totally chunged country. Her
once belare, party huildings burnce
clad only inum

most combative
dissid

ng, one may
Here

commissars escaped

struggle has provided a fertile

v, the slogan
quently appeared

blished by

Poland are

caders are wro

ish working
Ledly

ase up in 1956, and reped
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jent Adam
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L Nowa

s coup
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me lime:
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SoctausT ¥ Action

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for soclalism: the creation of a
clgssleas society in which the ecanomy
will be democralically planned, and
workers themselves will make 1he key
gecisions about economic and social
life. Cauntries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

‘We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptey of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road tosocialism. Their state isa weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work o build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on the job and
around social protest issues. Tamorrow
we must create a mass workers' party 1o
|ead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

‘We are Internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A soclalist revolution cannot
survivewithin asingle country. It mustbe
spread to other countries orit will fail. For
these reasons we are for building &
world-wide mowemen_t‘ a_nd we oppose
measures like protectionism which lurrl
the workers of one country againsi

others.

Liberation from Oppression

st the
fight for liberation and again:

:‘:;.melsmn of women, blacks, rmg;-am?
and gays. All of these forms of 0p
pression are used to divide the working
class. The fight against merléws an ?9:52-
i i nited revolution=
tial part of building a U el

vement. They can only

:wor:goh ending capitalism and building
socialism.

Socialist Action o
's no go!

Soclallst Action. [t's 10 8

\"::1::!&1?\'@ about the world: lng:ﬂmg::
it. Marxist theory

i chsdnﬂg:re on!ymeanmgmhllneyaxeal

pa_gdan 1o action. In the unions, suclrae

ﬁ-:;u:me‘ms and wherever people 2

wake up
and not
whike the
Jerwedr.”

ialists are
i for a better world, socid
I:.gmg!gmm of the fight. If 1r:al5 where
Iyou want to be, Join us today!
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INDUSTRIAL POLITICS

JDUSTRIAL POLITICS

port and give mancy

( it wi amulications, a reg a
HEY were fold it was ] rami areadiness g f, show sup| i ! |
l and (o mobilise 1 o e pontancously dis
unwinnable, But Vie- e n u rses ind to mobilise the ranj 4 br,“ people L!:I'II:'I\' ;“‘" e

: was not enough. T] o
(oria's nurses kept their eyes o o) enough. The isguy e, triblied e workplaces

beyond nurse:

entral a ; ! ations i
on their central goal and won - response ‘;"t‘i;}).,hr_oau.-r a:_l!l.nr T held a one day I
it — a wage rise for student VIcto RANF was riot h‘l:‘cr‘! if the suoppage and marched through |
and first year nurses. In doing forced back inta coun ! (he gity. Eight hundred m‘h\llu\ |
so, they proved an important - Most abvious was the e service delegates un \.'...‘w.‘.l.“;“
point to the whole workers' for more unity with the H”_“u“l yoted their suppart, while 0
mosement ves a poin Emplovees Eoforu ol iapll et monsoo

The RANFs determination Relations between ghe l\' {o attend a lunchtime solidarity ‘

) wo ally.

singlemindedness and refusal to unions have been bitter jn i r.dtrﬂ e, mote colild Nave |

do deals was called industrial

naivety. The problem,

supposedly, was nurses’

“industrial inexperience”. Yet for

years nurses’ unions played the

game by the rules of negotiation
and official channels.

For 10 years, in fact, the
RANF operated with a rule
against sirikes, A growing
feeling that i
an industrial organisation and
not just as a professional service
association led to the removal of
this rule. But the union’s
methods of operation remained
within the conventional frame-
work. Wage gains came through
the arbitration system, even in
NSW where the Nurses Associa-
tion had lefi-wingers like Jenny
Haines in the leadership,

There were one or two strikes
But they were seen a5 a tactical
application of pressure within
the system, rather than a way of
mobilising the membership to
win.

By 1885, years of operatin,
Within the rules had l}:;l Vicf
Lorian nurses super-exploited by
J‘;\;waggnrfam. and overworked

use of staff shorta,

budget cuts. Ly

The five day strike in October
1985 made a change possible.
Having taken strike action
before made it so much easier in
1986, as many on the picket line
said. The 1985 strike also gave
nurses experience of industrial
realities. They had gone back to
;v‘:ﬂ:_ believing in the govern-

nt’s promiss
. gm' es. Not one was

By June 1986, nurses no lo
frusted the governmeny andnl%::
conventional channels, The
'mpetus came from below for a
NEW strategy, and a new leader.

ship l_i'hll’h would be more re-
SPOnsive 1o the rank and file
Irene Bolger's election as
SEerelary was symptomatic,

NURSES' resulting militant
SPinit in the recent srike
Tepresented a real danger 1o the
Victorian Eovernment,
Health minister Davig White
}vas 1ot primarily afraid of yhe
nancial cost of an RANF
Viclory, s his ultimae

Slaying solid: nurses rally during thelr 50 day strike

betweena striking union and the
government as employer that
impelled him to be so in-
transigent.

Labor was simply determined

to uphold the authority of the
arbitration process. To do
otherwise would have opened
the floodgates for similar actions
by other workers in the public
sector, whose real wages have
steadily fallen.
. Thisissue became central once
1t became obvious the strike was
EOINE 1o last for more than a
week or two. The struggle came
to represent more than a fight
for decent wages and a career
structure, important though
these are

It was at this point that the
ACTU started their devious in-
tervention. There was the
possibility that the R ANF would
take a lead in breaking the
Amord_‘ The ACTU, experienced
mdust_nal firefighters, aimed 1o
contain the potentially explosive

peace  sijuay;, i
Sl i et
o mllml:v”:ﬁi’:‘rﬁm mached workers all over th
e dicectly  country feiy instinetively that m:
'AGE 10 — SOCIALIST ACTION

flurses were not just a special
case. There was an atmosphere
of bated breath. As RANF
industrial officer Ken Howard
585, “A breakthrough by the
furses, or rather a breakowt from
thestraitjacket of the arbitration
S¥stem and the Accord, would
have had tremendous signifi-
cance for all workers", "

IRENE Bolger and the RANF
leadership were certainly
prepared to fight and win, In
Ihi_s. they were unlike most other
union leaderships, whose sole
#lm upon entering a dispute is to
settle with the minimum of
mu_biJ.isalin}n of membership,
S0 the union held daily meet-
ngs of picket line Teps Lo run the
strike. 1t put out strike bulletins
Fan & daily radio show on 3CR.
and held barbecues and fund.
TAISErs to keep up nurses’ in-
volvement and morale. Strikers
marched, rallied and mer
lggu]_ar\y The RANFs orga-
:;‘a:;:lon \[)[i!sdi!pult Was streels
R e,
s y-car;“ other union's in
But given the strike's political

t, with HEF members ang
nurses blaming cach other for
lack of support 2
lere was a historie oppor-
tunity to overcome differences
Support for the nurses could
only have strengthened the
position of HEF members in
relation to their Common
employers
It didn't happen. The blame
clearly lies with leadership ofthe
HEF. Les Butler, the secretary
condoned the breaking of the
picket lines by drivers who were
HEF members. He publicly
supported government moves 1o
usc nursing aides to do nurses'
work. Butler is not industrially
€ — he knows scabbing is
nst basic union principles
Many rank and file members
of the HEF were sympathetic to
the nurses. At some hospit

such as the Queen Vic, there was.
peration

ce Henry's, HEF
members offered support from
the beginning. They voted to
blackban any delivery forced
past picket lines.

Les Taylor, chief HEF shop
steward, stressed the importance
of unity

“The members here wanted 1o

take more action than they did. If

the RANF branch in the haspital
had approached us, we would
have taken direct action.”

Support action at one hospital
would have set an example for
others. A basis was there to
organise more active support
amongst HEF members, and
override the reactionary role of
Les Butler

UPPORT action from
nurses in other states could
also have broadened the struggle.
A national nurses' strike was
unlikely. But, according to Ken
Howard, there was a lot of strong
feeling which could have been
mobilised in actions such as mass
meetings and local bans, In the
cvent, interstate nurses were not
asked to do more than give
money. The interstate stopwork
meetings that did occur were
advertently provoked by the
Victorian government’s plans for
using nursing aides.

The widespread public
support for the nurses was one
ofits great strengths, Individuals
dropped in to picket lines to

been done to transform the
largely sponiancous and frag-
mented sympathy into organised
and directed support. There was
no official call from the RANF
{0 other unions for support

Atmany hospitals, such as the
Queen Vic and Prince Henry's,
hospital workers (not only HEF
members) would have responded
1o locally called support rallies
organised by the rank and file on
the pickets

Speakers touring workplaces
would have helped counter the
distortions of the media and
raised more money.

HE STRIKE may be over,
buf most nurses are aware
that it was only the first round
It is likely that Labor waill
finance the pay rises by closing
maore beds and running hospitals
with fewer nurses. Already there
are aver 4000 unfilled positions
in the state

e

The government has clearly
made a political decision based
on its estimation of the public's
tolerance of waiting lLsts for
elective surgery. This is consis-
tent with their plans for culs in
the public health system while
bolstering the private.

A deterioration in the health
system, then, 15 on the cards. In
the fight against it, the health
unions will be very important

ut the usual processes of

RANF members march through Melbourmne

arbitration will be of no use in
this fight. Rather, the
“industrially naive”™ methods
which were used in the nurses’
strike will be essential: mass
walk-outs, pickets and marches.
But also essential will be the
ahility to link up with other
workers, to build support, to
broaden the struggle. Otherwise,
the recent victory will be very

short-lived.
Janey Siorne

Report vindicates BLF

ITH militant unions
and “bloody-minded
restrictive work practices”
being blamed for the dismal
state of Australian indusiry
today, it is always useful when
the employers admit such
claims are nonsense.
That is the significance of a
recent report commissioned by

the building firm Civil and Civic
Civil 1 Civic t NSW
academic Vernon Ireland todo a

sludy comparing building prac
tices in the US with those of their
own firm, and the results are
verystriking indeed. They tell us
Just where the current union-
bashing in the building industry
and clsewhere will lead af it is
successful: more workers will
ie, working conditions will
deteriorate and the industry
Will be less efficient than before!
The United States is usually
held up as w model society by the
New Right and other opponents
of “union power™, Afterall, there
41e many non-union contraclors
I the building industry over
there, On the 22 projects Civil

and Civie's study considered in
the US, only one day was lost on
one project in industrial dis-
putation

By contrast, more than 7
pereent of total construction time
was lost in disputes on Civil and
Civic sites.

Australian building workers
also get more days ofl: about
twice the American total, due (o
rostered days off, longer annual
leave and prohibitions on
working in wet weather.

American builders are subject
to fewer environmental con
straints. For instance, they can
use footpaths and streets as part
of their building site

This saves them money, to the
cost of local councils and in-
convenience to the public

S what are (he consequences?

The most glaring is in 1y
Many Australian builders are
indifferent to their employees
safely, but the unions have done
a lot to keep them on their toes
American workers well
unionised, often work without
Kkickboards on the scaffolding,
or work on slab edges without

hamess oredge cable. No wonder
that on 45 per cent of the us
projects surveyed, fatalities
ocourred

Official statisties show a
fatality rate of nearly 2 workers
per thousand each year in the
LS. This compares with one or
less in that r [ree enterprise
bastion, Thatcher's Britain, and
a comparatively low level in
Australia

OWEVER, since the
durgiﬁlntiur\‘u.f the Bl.hl:i
fatality rates are rising in this
ntry too.
m':m{v.wm think that with
a disregard for their
workers, and facing “N:ﬁ
unions, mcm.mhm\dcr\‘ﬁn'cr
gel the job done much |l~," i
Butthe survey shows thatd upm
all their advantag they

such
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and more productive than the
non-unionised, "says a Civil and
Civicexecutive, Stuart Hornery.
Soit is just not true that trade
unionists and their “bloody-
mindedness” (in other words,
their defence of working con-
ditions) arc to blame for the
problems of Australian industry

It is just as wrong to imagine
that the wage gains won by ihe
Australian unions are making
the local building firms un-
profitahle

Despite historic gains won over
recent decades by the BLF, which
have tended o flow on to other
weaker unions, building workers
here are still underpaid by US
standards.

According to the Civil and
Civic report, US builders’
labourers eam between 30 and
300 per cent more than our local
Bls. American carpenlers earn
80 1o 400 per cent mMare. Brick-
Jayers, electricians and plumbers
all do better over there, though
haw much betterthey do depends
on whether they work for &

onised contractor
w;;’whul is left of the
mythology aceording Lo which
militant builde abourers have
heen bringing the industry Lo its
knees? According to @ report
commissioned by the bosses
themselves, it is all rubhish. X

Why then do th v attack ui\

sir capitalist system 1S INEMsis,
;:‘-‘.li"u: I[‘Erp it going they must
force the burden of that tr:‘ms_
onto someone. In doing sff’. ‘nfi}-
generate an ideology of 2
working class lie

er cent quicker: That is e
anly \\c“ﬂrn; ™ ulated, ighly me‘:::mac :1‘: et 2L ABE
s gulated, e governments (Y (0 pet

AN ct all our fault.
urionied A et e alouc ol
"y ot ol “n“: I(lr and in their own

o .‘s mig o e e lnv*m!il:"‘le\‘ say so.
better PIATOICE T ion ey dORU T
another T e ofhigher qualit
Joees (ered e 1 o
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mer camp
& conference
g THE Im “'g':::‘";i'ig:g

1 Action held ils
summer camp and conference in
January.
““a’;n 40 ;‘vllllllvd. listening 1o
talks ranging from the cultural
and historical (Simone De
Beauvoir, Slave Revolls) lo
substantial analyses of Industrial
Democracy, Trade Unions, and

success. Organisers didn'l know
whal they had let themselves in
for when they asked how many
lefl groups in Auslralia have
list™ or “communist” in their
name, (Filleen al las! count,
though people are still arguing!)
For & period of doldrums
politically, there Is still plenty for
soclalists to do, as our con-
ference showed. Branches re-
ported aclivity by members in
industrial disputes, and steady
work al campuses and In the
soclal movements, with all their
ups and downs.

The conference debated the
merits of the current “Don't Vole"
campaign, but decided instead to
supporl & vole for left protest
candidales

The conference was skeptical
about existing moves on the left
loranew party. Naturally, every-
body wanls unlty. But there is
little real agreement or commeon
politics amongst the existing
groups.

Our main emphasis will be on
arguing our politics In the aclivi-
s in which we are involved.
While we cannot seriously
challenge the domination of re-
formist ideas in the labour
movement as yel, we can
continue 1o win a small minarity

:: m:'ulunonary socialism
rou
st h: propaganda backed by

Canberra

CANBERRA branch Is com-
in‘;gclng a dlﬂlcuu\on serles on
men and S, i’
am ocialism” this

Discussions will be at
February 5 and 19 meelings. 12::
February 12 and 26 meelings will
Tealure talks on “France Today",
and on the Shining Path guarillss
of Peru. The branch is also
:alﬂlnu a barbecue on February

.Fnr further d
these, ring 31 3725 © " ©'

New pamphlet
SOCIALI
plmpnhlts_: ul mﬂ un '-'ﬁ.ﬁu'm
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ROUND two in the con-
tinuing saga of Robe River
ended last month, when Peko
Wallsend's workers accepted
an ACTU peace package and
ended a five week strike.
Things came 1o a head in the
Filbarain December when Peko
continuing its vendetta against
wark practices which caused last
August’s dispute, tried to use
one driver instead of two on the
big shovels

The shavel ope
Peko moved in staff scabs, the
train drivers struck in sympathy
and Peko moved in more staff (o
scab on them
the whole of Rob T Was out
onindefinite strike, although the
vole was close — 160 to 110 at
Cape Lamben

Other workers in the Pilbara
levied themselves for the strike
fund. And in a vital move, the
Seamen’s Union blacked-banncd
Robe River orc, threatening
exports to Japan

As in the first Robe River
dispute, and in accordance with
New Right theory, Peko boss
Charles Copeman threw law
suits around like confeuti. He
tricd Lo sue workers for breach
of contract, then the unions
under the Trade Practices Act,
Elht‘n ndividual unionists for
inciting, procuring and per
suading others 10 break iheir
Work contracts” In all, 33 writs
Were issued,

But the batile was not just on
the legal front. While the
ACTU's Simon Crean jawboned

ors struck

In i, Rick Kuhn looks eriti 1 iati i
cally } 1" negotiating sessions, th
L\.::’o:; ;:,l:m: slrategies Company advertised 32 wurkur:'
e “.m.’mgr(.:"::: ]n_lu and \th brokea 100-strong
fr:,""" ehluanﬂmwh fclse: :::ll::l #l Cape Lambert wiih
any ol our branches, e tually. af

“rentually. after throwing out
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INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

Round 2 ends
at Robe River

Crean’s first peace package

(described hy

y one worker as
“achieving noil

i for us"), the
workers forced some concessions
from Peko and returned to work
The concessions included pre
ference for union labour, con-
sultation before fur changes.
and withdrawal of all writs

Simon Crean called it a
Vittory for common sense, but
AMWU convenor Neil Flynn
warned, “The strike is over |
the dispure is noi. "

Indeed, it is not. W hile Peko
has been forced back 1o the
|H_dLI\lr\.|| Relations Com
Mission once more, their con.
frontationism and the unions’
earlier restraint has allowed
them to rapidly dismantle work
practices. As a result, they have
forced up production from 100
lonnes per worker per shift
before Jast July, 10 200 tonnes by
November

Peko has also won on staff
Cuts. After 170 workers 100k the
company’s redundancy package
induly, more quit by December
and 300 Ieft during the ltess
strike. Peko has agreed 1o rely
N natural wastage rather than
fetrenchments from now on a
move that will still run down
staffing while saving oan
dun_danc)- pay-outs,

€ resistance of Peko's
Wworkers, however, means that
he rest of (e ruling class is

convinced ahy At
" ut fallo
factics, wing its

re

Peko has shown that it can

ganise its resources for rapid
nsion of ore production in

For other iron producers with

I
market by offering a more re-
source than their Brazilian

has become doubly crucial now

15% and demanding up Lo a 105

So it is not out of cancern for

Freeman says of Robe
confrontations, “Genilemen
there must be g better way

themselves. The Peko workers
and their supporters in (he
Seamen’s Union have just shown

CCORDING to some
feminist critics of the

Left, women have had little
role fo play in socialist revolu-
tions, and even less to gain
out of them.

Ironically, such
only write out of ]
contribution of some great
women revolutionaries. One
the foremost of these was
Alexandra Kollontai.

Kollontai was born into a
T

comments
history  the

ruling elass Russian family
1872, She first gaincd an insight
into the condition of the workin
class when she visited her
husband'’s factory

Kollontai left
family tostudy ¢
vats never to rel
For whilst overseas, she me

er home and

rse

real s
thinkers of the time, notably
Rosa Luxemburg. Her life was
never 10 be same ain

llontai started _
political meetings and W
articles on the Finnish nationa
question, Lenin saw these and in
1903 asked her to write for the
newspaper Fperyod. Kollontai
commenced an energetic
program of propaganda work
speaking to workers’ meetings
across Europe in sew
languages. Her part in sl
meetings and dem
often resulted in her deportation
or arrest.

In Russia too, Kollont
in the mainstream of political
events. She took part in storming
the Winter Palace in 1905, and
fled the country Lo escape arrest
in 1908. She returned in 1917,
upon release from a Swedish
prison, to take part in the
Revolution and to become a
member of the Bolshevik Central
Committee

llontai had
active in fighting for
ghts. Now, back in
Russia, women’s struggles were
Increasing as more and more
women entered the workforce.

The February Revolution had
been started by a march of
women workers on International
Women's Day, which Kollontai
and Clara Zetkin had instigated
in 1910

When 8000 Petrograd
laundresses went on strike for
better and conditions
Kollontai took up their cause
She persuaded the Bolshevik

&

Party 10 allocate strike funds,

WORKING CLASS HISTORY

Alexandra Kollontai's fight for
the working woman

Kollontal [centre) with Emma Goldman (lefl) in Moscow, 1921

and wrote an article for Pravda

women could only be liberated

Kollontai hecame Commissar of

women the full civil nights they
had been denied till then. Civil
marriage and casy divorce were

were equalised by law,
women were awarded equal pay

Kollontai introduced paid
leave at childbirth, better work-
ing conditions during pregnancy, " utheendof
party leaders
than
the Workers'
en-
amphlet The in the mid-to-1ate 19205 along-

were vital issues for women at a

hospitals were unsanitary and
surgical procedures akin to

OLLONTAI was a prolific

On -sexuality, she was rc-

hin the

w
. king
1 love, for example, arc ks with the wor E

T —

class,

: The Tenth Party Congress
largely accepted this analysis,
but fiercely attacked Kollontai's
conclusions as anarcho-
syndicalist

Kollontai saw a widening gap
ctween the leadership and the
ativity™ of the masses. The
solution was 1o immediately
hand over power to the masses
in what Kollontai described as a
forced advamce towards
socialism. Some writers compare
this idea to Rosa Luxemburg’s
“spontancity of the masses™, but
Luxemburg was never drawn
into the naive ulopianism of
Kollontar's follow-up idea that
moncy and wages should
immediately be abolished. This
was at a time when production
in Russia was down to 12.75; of
the 1913 level!

HE Workers' Opposition

also opposed the New
Feonomic Policy, which Lenin
saw a5 a necessary refreat into
State capitalism in the economic
circumstances.

Lenin had the ability 1o face
up to reality, whereas Kollontal
closed her eyes to immediate
economic problems in pursuit of
a solution to what she correctly
neration of the

saw as the

party

Kollontai lost her party
position and was scnl OVErseds
as an ambassador, a rolé which
she played for the rest of her life
She became quile passive
politically and ncver agan
deviated from the party line right
through the period of Stalinism
and up to her death in 1956. She
appears 10 have acknowledged
her “errors over the Workers
QOpposition, but may have lost
confidence in her political ideas
and been oo \wlélrdhl_mm her
comrades to remedy s
LUQ‘:I:; Algxandra Kollontai

Kollontak escaped the Stalinist purges of

\he 19305 is not clear crr_tawn\y
she failed to enticize Stalin, h;ﬁ
this did not save nlhrr‘ o
Bolsheviks who similarly :_:
pressed public loyalty 10 S“}hm
Sadly, Kollontal did not Ngl

side others, like Trotsky, \r:
reserve the rtvolulluna;!
gurrﬁNwh\\.hmuldhmtlms\

ha-l;a the Stalinist machine.
d was

ates 1_7\!
1R ARIOR |Mpn-l!ht9"!‘¢d

itical decline in fer
But her political dectine 17
Jater life in no way diminishes

and in the struggle

Revolution ant g strbalc
men's liberation. *
:;I :::]. Alexandra Keollontai was
. & K
e LG Moran
= 1
SOCIALIST ACTION PAGE

inthe Russian




course, just what our rulers

‘want in their ideological war

on socialism.
Yet capitalism, the system our
rulers defend, is far more brutal
and barbaric than any revolution
could ever be.

Every day, capitalism
condemns two-thirds of the
world to hunger, despite being
able to feed us all. Every day, it
kills 50,000 humans through
starvation, lack of sanitation and
appalling living standards. In
ihe third world, it kecps 100
million people homeless.

From the Middle East to the
Falklands, there are bloody
squabbles between national
ruling classes. In the Iran-Irag
war, over one million Iranians
have died in the senseless

slaughter.

Even in Australia, capitalism
is a violent system. It established
iself here by murdering
thousands of Aborigines. Each
year, the system kills hundreds
of workersand maims thousands
through umsafe working condi-
tions. One fifth of children live
below the poverty line

Socialists want to replace this
intmmly violent system with
one in !ymch everybody’s basic
needs will be satisfied, where war
15 a thing of the past, and where
we can all work happily and
safely.

TO achieve this new

A society, the working class
will need to take up arms.

There may well be some
bloodshed. This bloodshed arises
because of the reaciion of the
ruling class to mass movemenis
for social change. The ruling
c\ns; may be a small minority,
but it controls the army and will
AEVEr give up ifs position in
Society without a fight unjess the
forees ranged against 1t are
totally overwhelming,

Working class revolutions of
the past have been relatively
Peaceful affairs in themselves,
The Parls Commune in 187,
Russia in 1917, Spain in 1936,
Hungary in 1956 angd Punugai
in 1974 all involved almost ne
loss of life uniil the ruling class
launched its counter-revolution,

In the Russian Revolution,
only 17 people lost their lives
when the Holshevik-led wor-
t:::l seized power, The ruling

FESPONse was to mount a
;n\ul war, backed by intervention
crlmnlg)ﬁ“mn armies in-
illons dig. " ¥

The reason for 1he i
peacelul nature of “'orﬂm;‘:‘l::{

\,

3 VaT
20,000 were shot after the Paris Commune was crushed in 187
counler- revolution is the real killer

Come the

bloody

revolution?

revolution itself is the pre-
eminence of workers in capitalist
production, which gives them
immense social power, and the
discipline the working class has
10 have to seize factories and set
up workers’ councils — two key
steps of most workers® revolu-
tions,

By contrast, recent struggles
for national liberation in
Zimbabwe and Nicaragua were
prolonged and bloody civil wars
The fighting was done by
guerillas based on the peasantry,
a scattered and relatively weak
class socially. In Nicaragua, the
ighting only ended when the
urban working class and the city
poor took up the struggle,
SO(I]J\L demaocrats argue

'that gradual parliamentary

4
Mossadegh's arrest in 1853: 25 years of the Shah
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reform can avoid a violent ruling
class response. But can the
capitalist tiger be skinned hair
by hair?

In Chile, such delusions cost
reformist Allende and thousands
of his followers their lives in the
1973 army coup. Iran’s reformist
Mossadegh gavernment fell 10 a
similar coup, which began two
decades of torture and repression
under the Shah

S0 the working class needs to
be armed to impose its will
the will of the vast majority
on the ruling class ¥

But isn't the state today so
powerful and well-armed that
any attempt at revolution is
bound to end in bloody disaster?

Computerization and the like
may have increased the sur-
veillance powers of the state But

's brulality ensued

they have alse made
vulnerahble .N’E ‘i;ll;umnr:
individual “computer h;c]ﬁt &
or spies like Christopher g
I'he new technologies haye u\\.*c
whole new layers of stmmgﬁ |TI
placed workers like bj;{
workers the ability 1o tlnn.
the system into chaos i

As for weaponry, a gma)
standing army like Australiz's
no matter how ul']l-armtu.
would be easily brushed asige py,
any genuinely mass rev.
ary movement

Larger armies mvariably rely
ON CONSCrpts, 1o avoid ruingus
Cost to the state, A number of
great workers' revolutions in the
past have involved worker and
Peasant conscripts Joining the
working class movement,

Tm-' GREAT Germap
Marxist, Rosa Luxemburg,
did nnlimaginclheremlulionl‘;
be a frontal attack on the armed
forees of the state,
In her opinion, the pre-
Juisite for an upnsing was a
deep demoralisation among the
troops. Agitation would pave
the way, and any fighting would
merely complete the process
Victory depended on the de-
fection of strong sections of the
military to the revolution
Portugal in 1974 was a zood
case in point. Tired of its ruinous
colonial wars in Africa, a reform
Broupin army overthrew the
fascist dictatorship. Workers
responded by taking over their
and marching in the

olutio.

: Shah of Iran
crumbled in 19 His army was
the fourth largest in the world,
armed by the US and backed by
thevicious AK secret police.
But it was useless to him when it
split in the face of a mass anti-
imperialist upsurge in the cities.

Nor, since Vietnam, has it
been so casy for imperialism 1o
intervene to put down rey
Lions: witness Reagan's in:
to invade Nicaragua. So &
imperialist activity is an
important insurance policy for
the socialist movement world-
wide

The power and the discipline
of the working class in an
advanced capitalist country
means that revolution need not
be bloody. If the workers, the
great bulk of society, are able to
split the army, or to confront it
with their own militia and social
power, they may well find that
the ruli s gives up without
a fight.

And the longer we put off that
revolution, the more people
sm will Kill in its own
“non-violent” ways.

— John Passant
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vouth with bark and no bite

a jurgon-bahbling girl from the
Soctlist Y outh Alfianee, a nan

1 ool re-

o enerali

AVERY
HYER pels its own

wouth A '
hellious YOU E hating leshian and & hecloring
e . . Black hﬂ""l’ blick activist, Coming from the
Jungle, Rebel Withott Ao fimemaker who made
Cause, E Rider. Serikebond, about an inspiring

in the De-
pression, these cliches are dis
appointing. Idealizing the 1elt
of the past and mocking it today
is cusy, bul a cop-out all the

or someone hiad  coulminers’ strike

gooncr or e
i ¢ Dagy tn Space. Richard
Loenstein’s louk al Australian
vouth of the Tate 197t

5 ke the dogs who wentup in

otk

the early space probes, that  syme

eneration Wils trapped in cir- I Dags in Space does have a
B mstances beyond its control.  success story, it is Luchio, the
cumstd

The prosperity and radical  engineering student in the front

optimism of the late sIxtics were  room. He is the exaet counter
gone, Instead we had miss un  paint to Anna male, non-
employment and the <It‘mm Anglo, upwardly maobile, and
he student and women’s move-  determined Lo stay on the

straight and narrow

Luchio eventually passes his
cxams, by heroically ignoring all
distractions. (Including his fa
who moves in o
with a

ments.

{On the campuses, students put
their heads down 10 work and
gt a job. Elsewhere, youth
turned to the apolitical ntziness
ofdisco. or to the more rebellious — pr

ex-girifiend

vide Lowenstein

nibilism of punk. Communal  source of very cheap and sexist
living hecame less a political  laughs.)
stalement, and more an And that, if you want i, 1s the
economic necessity if youwanted  message of Dogs In Space.
1o get out of home Rebels without a cause are
Dogs {n Space looks at the  doomed; you may as well go
passing parade through such @ back into the system and. like
nominally communal house.  Luchio, play by the rules

But rebels with a cause? That
movie remains to be made. Will
the youth of the late 1980s be the
3 inspire it? Here's

_based on one in which Lowen
stein himself lived. The him
loosely hangs on an affair be:
osyllabic, sell-

tween Sam, 4 ma ones 1o
centred punk si and Anna,  hoping . .
adownwardly mobile nurse Alec Kahn
Sam introduces Anna to
nd eventually she over- gy FI ’m"
This aspect has causcd

most debate about fil

which is & shame, as it is \‘i.i“\rll. Voyage to
trite. Socialism

The Sam-Anna affair is really
quite secondary. The strength of
Dogs In Space is the way it N THE year 2080, the spaceship
captures the spirit — or perhaps  Mayfower Il srm-ei_in_im Earth
lack of spirit — of the times liberate” the socialist planet
A quietly manic despar is  Chiron. The Maylower rep-
everywhere, From the squalorof  resents the capitalist American
the house, (o the spaced-out  New Order. It is armed to the
figures watching staticon TV, to  teeth.
the rolling of a crowded Volks T he
wagen, to Sam’s apelike grunt-  systems is the subject of Ja
ing, to the drunken parties, to P, Hogan's I ge From Yester-
the burning of a TV in the street,  day, a thrilling cross between an
10 Anna’s eventual death, thisis  underdog Western, Star Wars
youthgoing nowhere, albeit with  and the Conimunisi Manifesto.
acerlain grungy style James Hogan shows us the
The radical posters on the  promiscof sacialism. On Chiron.
wall are just a passing nod 10 everything is free. There 15 no
lost sense of politic rpose.  money. Robots and automated
Twa brilliant scenes, with Sam’s  factories and mines produce an
and then Anna’s middle-class  abundance of wealth
mothers, bring home the schism The nature of
with the older generation changed completely. There is no
But like so many films of its wage slavery. Prople work
kind, Dogs In Space powerfully  voluntarily 10 gain respect and
captures the problem, yet Lo contribule o the common
SURRESIS no answers. good. Work is flexible. One
The three political figurcs who  woman teaches English, WHTM
bobup are ridiculed out of sight:  with electronics and instals plant

clash between the two
AMes

work has

Headed nowhere: Sam and Anna

winng.

The Chironians have the time
1o produce high quality goods
and 1o develop technology far n
advance of Earth. They are free
sex slereotypes, restric-

of greed
L and religious

ive moral codes
\Lw;uu'upi Therc are lots of L\d’.:_
O this planet of wealth, the
capitalist system displays all its
faults.
Al one
selupa small
They create th

age, the Earthpeople
capitalist enclave.
eir DWN EUMTENCY.
introduce passports and |mpnl;r
import duty on l'h:‘ .I‘r\fngu?“:
from Chiro
brought in ! L
ki facturers now ha
5 m.n}u\‘[l for their infenor
poods. Free services .
!I\ﬂ“g.ﬂ ThcL'mmnhmstnmiuil_\
ille

h classes
ofix 1aps. 1645
continue e r nothing, and

eth o
and polish tet
8 o be arrest
then line up ¥ on realisc that

<L people s
Mot peop e worst e prisan

clave is "0 1
e _u'.i.f—pnli:nlmﬂ:‘-:
i * They leave
I . s
Hi#lﬂ.lgl mﬁnﬂ s the subtle method
o ‘fm of the Chironians
o Farihpeople.

T

i /he ¥

it a low-paid job
ce betwesn @

l.hhwrz ;’fm are bossed around

whel

e

in Dogs In Space
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like an idiot, and the freedom
and wealth of the Chironians,
what would you choose?

But some Earthpeople want
{o retain Lheir pnsilm_m? of
privilege, 1o be rulers of Chirom,
to have power. They control the
weapons on the Mayflower IF
Do the Chironians have any
weapons to defend Ihcnﬁt\»ty
Will they l'\ghl_hn;k What
happens next 1 a bit too
cowhoyish for my taste, but you
‘will have to read the book tofind
‘hcﬁgs;:.ullzluge From Yester-
s no useful suggestions
on the prohlcwin u‘[‘hulx\s'uxcnm:;ltslL

om a capitalist (o 2 i
E-r:ciﬂny Jdrf'“{f> Hogan's anw\:;
is to colonisé other planets a““
slart again, Socialist Ahc""m:
answer, @ revolution BY
working class.

is a little 100
down-to-carth [or his hrand of
science fiction.

year make:

Still, Voyage From Yesteryear
i 3 ereal book. Read
L Parricia L

it
angenakker
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epliles trying to
;ﬁu;w”m other, the
media lake-over barons battle

w;’he Goanna has already dis-
appeared, But we, the reading
and viewing public, will sutfer the
estion.
I"qllﬂnn problem, as liberal com-
mentators lell us, is ‘media con-
eentration”. It is hard enough to
gel the truth fram three news-
paper networks. It will be even
harder getting it from two.
Yel capitalist competition,
which these same liberal com-
mentators praise, always
produces ‘concentration”. Karl
Marx observed last century that
“One capitalls! destroys mary.
Indeed, the Herald & Weekly
Times itsell has gobbled up 48%
of the national newspaper markel.
Liberal concern about concen-
tration isatouch hypocritical and
late.

Labor's planned change to
media laws s behind the take-
over fever. Instead of the old limit
of two TV slations, press barons
will be able to control up to 75%
of the national TV or newspaper
markel, provided they don't have
major holdings of both in a city

Ostensibly, this will encourage
TV networking, while still pre-
venting a media monopoly inany
onecity. Networking will produce
“more economic, imaginative in-
vestment in programs”, claims
Bob Hawke

In reality. networking already
€xists. Owners have clubbed
togetherinto the Seven, Nine and
Ten networks. Labor's legisiation
will merely allow one owner 1o
take over a whole network

Labar's hidden aim seems to
have been to help Kerry Packer,
whom Hawke and Keating regard
a5 a male, at the expense of the
Herald & Weekly Times, whom
1hey see as hostile. The new law
would have et Packer expand his

empire from 40% of the
national audience, while forcing
the HEWT to sell some heldings,
This made the HEWT ideal take-
over malerial, since its flagship,
the Melbourne Herald, is in
decline and it is unable o break
Fairfax's stranglensid on classi-
fled advertising

Since Packer's Channel Nine
slants its news to the right just ag
much as other stations, Labor's
desire 1o help him was slupid. It
was also futile, as Packer values
Hawke's mateship at somewhal
less than the billion dollars Alan
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Rupert Murdoch with his Fleet Street lieutenants on The Times

TV network, which will have 59%
of the national audience, to s
himself. Last year he withdrew $5
million worth of advertising from
the Fairfax press, afler the
Sydney Morning Herald reported
a WA investigation intc Bond's
tax-dodging family trusts. Don't
count on too much fearle
reporting of the alcohol problem
from the Nine network from now
on.

UPERT Murdoch looks like
e other big winner, if he
can get around his cilizenship
problems.

Bill Hayden's complaint that he
is now a “foreigner” taking over
the HAWT is just chauvinist
doublethink. No-one objected
when, as a dinkum Aussie,
Murdoch took over other
Counlries’ newspapers,

There are much sounder
reasons for disliking Murdo:
His New York Post was so bias
in backing New York mayor Ed
Koch's election that 50 of its 60
reporters signed a protest
petition, Reagan supporiers held
a thank-you dinner in gratitude
for Murdoch's backing in 1980
Congressman Jack Kemp told
the guests:

‘Mr Rupert Murdeeh used the

edilorial page, the front page and

BVEFY page necessary 10 slect Mr

Feagan Prasident "

Little wonder that both Labor
and the Libs said they would
accepl “market forces”, rather
than oppose Murdoch's take-over
bid. They did not want to offend a
man who might control 60% of
Newspapers sold in Ausiralia

Understandably, the news
paper unions oppose the
Murdoch take-over

But the alternatives are little
better. Fairfax and the Herald &
Weekly Times boast of their
editorial independence” com-
pared to Murdoch's. Yet their
editors are chosen fo reflect their
owners' biases, and they
surround themselves with
editorial staff and columnists of
similar learnings

In Melbourne, for example
Geolfrey Blainey is the star of the
Herald stable of rightwing
columnists. Fairfax's Age has a
wider range, from a t
Keynesian to an unreconstruct
McCarthyite, as befits a "seriol
|Ib2ra|{:0ll5€l"i§|lw‘Jaumd\ Both
papers attacked the nurses' strike
lust as predictably as Murdoch's
Ausiralian did

Fairlax's counterbid for the
Hersma.wcaklyT Nes was quite
Cynical, It promised 1o break up
the Herald empire to promote
diversily of ownership. But it
would still keep enough to give it
over 50% of the newspaper
market. |t would sell the declining
Melbourne Herald and Sun
Probably to Murdoch. Some
diversityi

SD"FREEDOM of the press” s
really freedom of the press
:arunn.Thethlme game sewn

p.

Sure, we have the legal right to
put oyt newspapers too. Bul the
barriers in reality are such that
the Iabour movement hera has
Never yel created a serious
allernative

a
a<

al 15 0n@ problem: pringng
s and TV staliong cos|
s. Income is anothey
newspapers need Advamwg to
SUrVIve, since sales alone do oy
cover costs. And while adyar.
tisers cannot dic pi
urthimsel{ mory
160 he withdrew
they can

" Herald was
ne lime back by a
advertising boycoft
e mildly critical gf

on is a third problam,
snaire Gordon Barton
eft-liberal Nation

were in the big
pockets. Barton

a radic
ave trouble e
Party members could,
sell an ALP paper; but
s simply not built
ile activism

the labour mavement
bureaucratized that
wspaper it produced
d inevitably reflect this in
style and content. Ju: L

the ALP's tedious
apers to see what |

mean
For all their weaknesses

the
papers of the revolutionary left
are more impressive than any-
thing the ALF ice

the long run, that is where any
genuinely alternative mass
r s likely to come fram
al least
has the sion o

nds of ordinary
ople in con

for their interes M

Murdoch's
n for his

Organising around such 8
newspaper, we might one day be
able to make our own take-over
bid. One where we seize the
bosses’ printing presses and TV
stations, and create a media open
to all workers' viewpoints In
proportion 1o their following
Such a media could be a corner-
stone of a socialist workers
democracy.

Now that would be a take-over

bid really worth investing In!

g~ - EECENE

o The crisis,
 Kremlin style
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e MY
Equal rights
to scab?

THE NEW Right has had
another win with o recent
decision in Victoria against
wmpnbllryullimlism-

The state Equal Opportunity
Board (EOB) decided that when
Frank Hein was sacked for
refusing to join the Metal
Workers Union, he was a victim
of political discrimination. He
was awarded nearly $10,000
compensation.

The decision was greeted by
an immediate chorus of praise
from New Right heavy Andrew
Hay and Liberal shadow minister
Neil Brown.

This is a bit odd really. In the
first place, these gentlemen have
been stern crtics of the very
existence of the equal oppor-
tunity legislation. Secondly,
although they claim to want
workplace agreements to replace
state intervention, they happily
ignored the fact that workers
and management in this case
support the closed shop arrange-
ment and opposed Hein in the
EOB.

Although it may seema matter
of individual choice whether or
not to join & union, there are
wssues that override this, The
right of workers 1o defend their
wages énd conditions depends
on their ability to stand united
against management. That is
what unions are all about.

To do that, they need strong
unions which are able at the
workplace level to resist all

| CAN WeRE.
You caN STRIKE.

e

| CAN WORK
WHILE Tou STRIRE

)
Hein: win for New Right

attacks, Theclosed shop issimply
the logical extension of this,

Norisitany solution to argue,
as some people do, that workers
who refuse to join unions should
be denied wage rises and other
conditions won by unionists. This
would simply create a serious
division at the very heart of the
workforee and give management
the tool it needed to undercut
conditions — only hiring those
prepared to work outside union
conditions.

NAURU
Imperialism,
Aussie style

the Pacific — and rightly so. But
there is more than a touch of
hypocrisy in their stand.
_ Take the case of Nauru, a tiny
:siand_ republic, formerly ruled
by Britain, Australia and New
Zealand, Its sole redeeming
feature as far as these countries
were concerned was its bird shit
—lonnes and tonnes of it, de-
posited over thousands of years
and calcified into a rich fetliser
The _lhree nations set up a
Commission to mine and sell the
superphosphate, paying the
islanders a pittance of three cents
atonne, As the island is imude of
nothing but phosphate, cvery
tonne removed left that much
less of the island to live on until
by the 1960s the United Nations
was suggesting that the 6000
inhabitants should move Lo an
island off Queensland They
refused, choosing instead to
import soil to reconstruct their
ravaged homeland.
_ Now the supply of phosphate
18 Just a_ahr_ml exhausted and the
Commission is being wound up.
The three countries have a cosy
l;:\l:;mnge[mcnl to divide up
ury of $50 mi
3 3ot llion among
Not surprisingly, the Nauruans
Aare not too keen on this. The
profits of the Commission were
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made from Nauru and should
remain there.

The governments arguc that
as Nauru was given a trust fund
when it became independent in
1968, the islanders should shut
up, The fund is currently worth
§160 million little compen
sation for a land so savagely
Jooted and left with no alternative
source of income by the outgoing
colonial masters.

The Nauru government
appealing to other Pacific states
and the United Nations for sup-

ort

Next time you see Hawke
pontificating about the horrible
French, give a thought to the

victims of our grubby imperialism

GAY RIGHTS _m"

Don't care,
says Howe

ROLF ZUBER is dying of
AIDS. He could be in hospital.
Instead, his lover of four years,
David Zuber, decided to care for
him as long as possible at home.

Australia’s social security
system provides for just this sort
of situation through a carer’s
pension. This is paid to people
who cannot work because they
arc looking after a spouse
(marrned or defacto) who needs
constant attention.

But there is a problem. Rolf
and David Zuber are a gay couple
and the Department of Social
Secunty doesn't recognise gay
relationships

Nor is it about to if the
minister, ALP “leftwinger” Brian
Howe, has his way. He has raised
the frightful prospect that if gay
defactos could claim a pension,
then it would be hard to exclude
aunts and uncles and second
cousins and next-door
neighbours and so on”.

Now actually, this doesn't
make any sense, Either there is a
defacto relationship (be it with a
boyfriend, aunt, cousin) or there
15 not. What he really means is
that B2y relationships are not on
& parwith heterosexual relation-
Ships — they are, at best, secon-
dary

And his government is cer-
tamlynnlabouiluslar\lhmwmg
its dollars into “deviant™
Iifestyles. Not with an election
£oming up,

PHILIBPINES

Investing
in Cory
WONDERING what Kerry

Packer will do with the squill
i
he got for selling his TV cm:i::

Aquino: business likes her

to Alan Bond?

Maybe he'll invest them in the
Philippine

The Manila stock exchange
has risen 240% since Ferdinand
Marcos took up residence im
Hawaii. No foreign company
has been forced to close through
Cory Aquino's “people power”,
and New Zealand trade secretary

John Waugh says, “T think it's
one of the safest places (o trade
in Asia.

For a long time, the Philip-
pines under Marcos a good
place to invest because of its low
wages, lack clive trade
unions, forced removals of

peasants from their land, and the
monopoly enjoyed by Marcos
cronies over the economy

But in recent years, rising
resistance to Marcos put a
dampener on investment.
Growth fell by a disastrous 9.3%
in 1984 and 1985

Confidence recovered some-
what when the military coup and
associated demonstrations
brought Aguino to power. The
1986 growth rate edged out of
negative figures to 0.13%.

Whether Aguino can build
this up depends on her kecpinga
lid on worker and peasant
struggles without the bloodshed
we saw recently at Mendiola
Bridge clashes which only
heighten the sense of instability

It also depends on whether
she can prevent a resurgence of
corruption and cronyism, It
didn't help that in January,
supporters of former Defence
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile
released telephone taps which
had Aquino expressing regret
that her confreres had not bought
shares in anticipation of the
stockmarket rise after her speech
to the US Congress.

for the catch

“I'VE never done other than
try to help these people,” said
Joh Bjelke-Petersen piously
when, to general surprise, it
was leaked last month that
the aneniland cabinet pro-
posed to offer some freehold
Jand rights to Aborigines

land in
under the sta
in Trust, Aboriginal and
Community Councils |
no real contr

on
print
past record
community

suspil

nity services W

summed up a wic
“He'ls !

been mixed. B
invariably

January, follow
crane driver Wa
. But th

back
workers will not be

Black activist Boh We
suggests that Expo 88 and the
Bicentennial are possible motives
if indeed there has been a switch
in the government s tack on land
rights,

Cab
of the black
over into demon:
the Commonwealth games, he
believes. * They il want (o appear
a just state before the inler-
national media.”

Certainly, the official reason
given by Katter for the switch
reeks of eynicism. The proposed
freehold title “puts us in a for-

pay to
orthi

therall

et will nat want arepeat
that boiled
ions during

midable moral position for the
nexi elecrion”, he says. Volers

T'he state government pro-
bably also hopes 1o open the way
for tourist and muming develop-
ment of some former reserve
lands, courtesy of a few pliant
Community Council leaders

As Bob Weather

Il comments;

Communitys™

already

sacred sites on non-re
South African mining
ed Rutile
adbrok

{ year an

gives Con R
1d on Stradbr

says Bran.

ines live on nearby
Moreton Island, subject of
Democrat Senator Macklin's
recent Private Member's Bill
aimed at stopping mining by
Renison Goldlields Consoli-
dated

1 were all forcibly re
moved from their own land to
reserves, Despite the Chamber
of Mines' assertion that greenies
are “manipulating the

es, many blacks are
i about the pre

Aborig
deeply wo
servation of the island and

sacred sites.

The state ol
Abarigines in Queensland is a
further comment on the gover-
attitude 10 blacks
gol no satisfaction

justice for

nment’s red

Blacks hav
following the police invasion of
R ie last

a peaceful dance at
year, when 60 Abo
arrested and hundreds bashed.
They are now trying for & Federal

inguiry.
Following recent clashes in
Goondiwindi, the 17 blacks
charged are fighting in
billa (NSW) not to be
\dited for trial in one of the
acist towns in Queensland

S—sTaTERoLITCS
Land rights in Qld? Blacks wait

on a good face for Expo 88?7

The white mayor of Goondi-

after the
Ahorigines as
“hy - “abos”, and the

local mission had six shots fired
into it.
“Moral” gestures from Joh's
cabinet notwithstanding, racism
s alive and well in Queensland.

Carole Ferrter

MELEOURNE W

Light rail on
wrong track

TRIPLED journey times, no
aceess for disabled passengers,
Just transport jobs and parks
replaced by freeways.

All this and more awails users
of Melbourne's Port Mch}ﬂum?
and St Kilda raiway lines o
Victoria's Labor government
goes ahead with plans Lo replace
\hese SErvices \\ilh'b\g mims, or
"Iig.mr.ul vehicles’ !LK\ 's). !

During the nmLcusnLr:tl:(‘;rlT(l

overnment’s atacks o i
ﬁ:.anspuﬂ‘lhz‘-\\_F_wcpedlx;urs
with promises of light rai m_E
used 1o service Mclbu;m‘cr
uanspnrt-slnntdnulcr;n m,,s.

In office, ROWEVET, Labor :5
proved almost as ruthless as t ;
Liberals. Fares have A:Dr\lnn}:.l:,
1o skyrocket, (ransport Wor I.\'c:
e repeatedly found LEmSEES
under attack, and the o

SOCIALIST ACTION
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Bob Weatherall, black marehers for land rights: is Cabinet putt

suburbs are still waiting for
decent services.

At a meeting on February 1,
residents, travellersand transport
workers heard from South
Melbourne councillor Ann
Fahey why Labor is so keen to
introduce light rail in their neigh-
borhood, in spite of the $40
million cost.

Fahey pointed o planned
development projects on the
south bank of the Yarra and in
Port Melbourne as the key. With
LRV's— which can run in street
tracks replacing l(.iln‘\‘_lm.‘
station land and river bridge
currently occupicd by the lines
could be used by froeways ser-
vicing these developments.

Happily, those at the meeting
had the rightidea of how t fight
thisissue. A railway worker who
spoke told us not to place too
much hope in letters Lo politicians
or in rail union bureaucracies.
He called instead for direct achion

particularly by tramsport
workers — to save the lines.

Labor's repeated attacks have
left these workers demoralised.

Their union leaders’ mistrust of
rank and fileaction has prevented
| resistance.
T“‘But the light rail issue could
mobilise enough commnnlg
support to let them break out
this straitjacket, and provide us
with & model nlki;mw m.ﬂghl
attacks a
EEnng " Roberi Stainsty
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Colonialism and cronies: PNG’s
double burden

TE last year, two of
Papua New Guinea’s
leading p cians were
accused of corruption and
faced calls for their resignation
or dismissal.
The Minmster for Primary
Industry, Sir lambakey Okuk,
was accused of consorting with
Australian eriminal identitics
and of using stand-over tactics
against political opponents
Opposition calls for his dismissal
petered out when it became
known that he was dying of
cancer. His death in mid-
November triggered off rioting
n the capital, Port Moresby,
and numerous provincial Lowns,
Then it was revealed that the
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Finance and Plan-
ning, Sir Julivs Chan, had
arganised the purchase of more
than 800000 shares (or himsell,
his family. his businesses and
his Peaple’s Progress Party in
Placer Pacific, an Australian
mining company
The share float was meant (o
benefit the average Papua New
Guinean, Needless 1o say it
didn't. His opponents alleged a
clear conflict of interest: Chan
had heen the minister respon-
sible for negotating the terms
of the share float with Placer

The refusal of the Prime
Minister, Paias Wingti, to act
agaimst Sir Julius, and the
revelation that numerous politi
cians, judges and senior public
servants had broken the law in
buying shares for themselves
led Lo @ mass student-led
demonstration outside Parlia-
ment

The demonsiration came (o
little. Despite calls for the
dissolution of Parliament and
the sacking of all lcaders whe
tiad broken the law. the Prime
Minister was loudly cheered
when he appeared on Parlia-
ment’s steps to tell the
assemibled crowd that the matter
was far mare complex than they
realised and so it would he
better if they all went home
They did

A Sydney Morning Herald
editorialon the Chan allegations
summed up the attide of many
Australians, PNG is 1 Third
Wnrldr_ﬂunu) U said, and what
|: unaceeptahle in Collins 5t of
Pitt St is noy necessarily
unacceplable in Port Moreshy

onsidering recent share.

seandal revelations ahout 1yan

Electioneering, Okuk style:
25-kina noles fo buy voles

multi-party coalitiong;
Wingti Goyvernment

party

e
18 @ six
Parties g,

coalition

Boesky in the US and Guinness
in the UK. virtually anything is
acceptable behaviour anywhere
in the financial world. One rule
15 constant: Thou shalt not get
caught

LTHOUGH Chan remains
Deput; ime Minister, the
has seriously damaged his
credibility and has apparently
his already fragile
relations with the Prime Minis-
ter.

Similarly, the allegations
against Okuk, combined with
his inability to deal with the
coffee rust crisis (by 1990 up to
0 per cent of PNG's coffee
crop may have been wiped out
by the rust), may have led to his
sacking had he not died

Okuk's funeral gained more
coverage in the Australia media
than the allegations. When his
body was taken to Parliament
House for people 1o pay their
TESpects, il was mel by
thousands of mourners. Com
pletely inexperienced in hand
ling mass demonstrations, the
police adopted (oo appressive o
stance, and were attacked, with
vehicles set ablaze.

In other parts of Moreshy
shaps still trading were stoned
and looted, und people who
Continued 1o work were
attacked. Most of the “rioters”
Were genuinely prieved that
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mainly Moreshy-baseqd

Wik
VETY I|'|I\mmm\nmnh:-\_w
roots, and none have
tive links to trade up

Union LIvity 1s minimal 1o
because industry e

so small-scale, Over T00p g
clion is done by work
oying lewer (han

participation

i in the
democratic

but the

process.

Fifty per

people were working durin
period of mourn Som
the rioters w
disaffected unemployed yout
who used the opportunity
altack the police

Again, many Australians saw
the rioting as proof t
New Guineans really weren't
ready 1o run their own affairs
This is a constant theme running
through Australia-PNG rela
Lions.

Yel much of Papua New
Guinea's “instability " is a direct
product of Australian colonial
ISm. Australian mpanie;
ripped off PNG's mineral
fesources and continue to do
s0. Others, notably Burns Philp
and Adelaide Steamship
dominate the
economy,

The Australian colonial
.w\jm!nwlmlmn lelt PNG with a
woelully inadequate education
system (under 509 of children

al Papi

rest of the

BEL primary schooling), no
Proper transportation, an
unwieldy burcaucracy and a
Parliamentary system irrelevant

1o the needs of a Third World
nation

OSSIBILITIES of real
change seem remote at
present.
The p stem in PNG is
50 fragme that all future
EOVErnments will probably he

lose thetr

When e

seen as a

lot of m most MPs spend

their | s gathering wealth
ending to the nee

corrupt busin
verseas are only
this

sue of Ausire

ed a cover st

oil finds, it is said

of PNG
Third

y make
among the ric
Waorld, Som

1estin th

ET THE
Business r
to invest

dusiralian

democratic transformation of
the country's politics.

Far d and oil fields mean
gold and oil miners, And eleven
years ago, it was the miners of
PNG's other major minera
resource, the copper on Bougain

¢ Island, who waged the

country'
when they

eatest worker revolt
and rioted
againsi exploitation by CRA
That rey rushed wher
the Somar
riot police
and jail their entire unio
tive. Apart from a nwide
trike in 1979, PNG
has been quicscent

1t was

rnment sent in
o arrest 1000 miners
Xecu

and oil
PNG

Now
development imminent
may just sce Lthe cmergence ol a
new, strategically-placed wor
force that can once again place
on the

with pold

working class militancy
political agenda

And what a refreshing
that will be from th
and wheeler-dealing that dom
ate PNG politics today.
d Greason

QUTH Africa’s white
minority have plenty of
problems 1o consider in t!mr
coming whil es-only election,
even apart from the still-
rumbling black insurgency.

2outh Africa’s economy is on
Ih:’z:ids. From 1981 to \?K.‘
there was a one percent fall in
gconomic growth each year
Unemployment, which stood at
one million at the onset of the
presenterisis, is now at least four
million and nsing

There is an ONg: aughter
of jobs in the motar metals and
construction industrics. Many
white capitalistsare showing their
lack of faith in the tem by
refusing to invest

In the black township of
Soweto, present population two
million, cach dwelling cc
from twelve to eight
hahitants

But the white ele
address itself to ar
issues. One 15
wall be up for
to maintain the pr
of the white comm

A variety of
offer. The rulir
party promises more of the
On the one hand: part:
forms” like th
ban on
modifications of
regulations, and
and Indi
Nothing too three
oe ly nothing
one person one vole in an
undivided Sou Africa

On
repression
gency so far

re-
of the

“mixed

press regu
reporting th
possible
ET DESFITE Botha's
crackdown, South Africa’s

whites are not happy with his
povernment.

This i cially true of
sections of the white popu
who arc
privileged status the w
workers and lower middle cl:
The economic crisis has affected
them too. White
Indian unemployment was up
by 1309, in 1985, There have
been cutbacks in the white work=
force. Unions in government
transport accepled cutbacks of
50,000 jol and
were shocked Lo discover that a
further 25,000 would be cut

Any concession to blacks is a
further threat to these people
Botha's reforms, while meaning-
less Lo the black majority, have
created a considerable white
backlash. The Nationalists are
being challenged by various
“ right” political forces

hose

leasi secure in

15 NECESSATY

i

AWE members: bullding stormtrooper units

outh Africa’s
ugly Right lines
up for election

In 1969, a collection of right-
wing Nationalists split away to
the HNP, or True™
onalist party. The HNP is
tainly the most extreme par
the ul

liamentary force
right, Itsappeals to the Afrik;
A 55 and

farmers, lower middle ¢
kers against the Nationalist
itors” are mixed with near
fascist rhetoric on the virtues of
Afrikaner nationalism and the
plots of monopoly apitalism

The HNP deman
manent curfew ]
with curfew breakers to be shot
t ealls for undiluted
blacks

L

on sight, 1
apartheid, no rights for
oulside the so-called
Jands”, and an end to represen-
\ation for coloureds and Indians

lis philosophy was summed up
by one of its MPs

je on yo!
k majority

more staid
i grouping broke off
to form the Conservative party.

Less fiery than the HNP, and
without the trappings ol
Afrikaner nationalism, the Con-
servatives represent agrarian
capital (under threat from eco=
Lomiccrisis and black revolt), as

well as small business OWners i
industry, services and comms

The Conservatives have no
programme excep! 10 Oppose
very |'\'|U“m"l|\||f|k
bring in, As a protest

L
main force on the ultra-right
More recently, they have
realised that some sort of cos=
meticre orm is unavoidable But
ave managed to produce
rd scheme for
“home pationa
groupings |uding whites
coloureds and Indians who are
dispersed all over the country
(Outside parliamentary phiut:
the ultra-ight is d minated by
Terre’Blanche and his
ner Weerstandsheweging
a truly fascist grouping
ns the ultra-right's

allthey
s a totally ab:

Afn
(AWB)
which contal
activists
Again bas
who [&
Joudly advo!
against blacks
been able (o car
not taken to
meetings. nste:
those of the

i ose whites
ed on the lsht i
jirect action
o far, it has not
rry this out. [t has
attacking black
ad, ithas attacked
Nationalists dm

ould not be under
g Ol 5 el

 ‘stormirooper’ units.

bl”“l‘-"il::‘mkmm is unlikely,
A o i probably signal
4 1-out black

sinee i y
the peginningof an &

assault on the white state. Yey
that will not Stop white warkery
taking up the AWR's simple
solutions if they feel sufficiently
threatened by economie crisis
and the demands of the hlack
population

NDT ALL opposition to the
L N Nationalists comes from the
right. On the other side Is South
Africa’s loyal opposition, the
Progressive Federal Party (PFP).
Basing itself on the inevitahility
of reform, the PFP wants
negotiations with the Alfrican
National Congress with a view
1o neutralising its influence. Its
leader, Colin Eglin, said in April
last year:
“We must recognisethat the ANC
does enjoy widespread suppor, .
I believe it is necessary Lo explore
tactics which we can use fo
counter the activities of the
NC

ANC
It condemns all violence,
whether from the state or the
liberation forces, and calls for
“tough action” against
“anarchists and terronsts who
kill and bomb and burn in an
attempt to impose their ideology
or o satisfy their lust for pawer™
The PFPs opposition ta the
system is in reality no opposition
at all. [t does not support uni-
versal franchise in an undivided
South Africa, and is fundamen-
tally on the lookout for a coalit-
ion with the “enlightened” (read
not totally bestial) wing of the
Nationalist party
The result of the election will
probably be an erosion of the
Nationalist majority {rom the
right. Botha's post=clection op-
tions are limited. Reform has
not worked except Lo infuriate
the whites, while repression €an
anly keep the lid on for a limited
eriod
F For (he vast majority, which s
not involved in this election at
all, the struggle continues
David Lockwood

Conservatives boss Treuemichk
main force on ul right
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phenomenon.

I also want to take issuc with
Liz Ross's analysis of the impact
of the Robe Riverdispute on the
Australian ruling class.

worker/shift to 200 tonnes adopt Peko's tactics 1o
hecause they were able todrive  claw back the
down the working cond|tions of  advantage

the ming workers — thus saving In which case I think we') be
themselves money and tem- seeing more Robe e

1y and 1 Gorbachev's latest reforms have aroused th
L. f ikhail ' € enthusias
oOm petitiyy gommunii‘ﬁ Party of Australia has even sent him a cqn m of many on the Left, The

More Robes in closel i
WILLETT casts a more critical eye over developments in ngsiaf’“atory telegram. GRAHAM

| It was t to read Carole

great Caral
Ferriers article about life in bl

QIR Rt NN S 1o me that in their ily increasing their profits  disputes and more hosse,

. S poranly in B8 € bosses jump. L] L
Tmnalh?'&}:::r::h as:nnz‘: saner moments, the gurus of the  at the expense of other iron ore  ing into bed with H.R. Nichls

'}'"':"o Ilile ublicity, it was “New Right" understand the miners. and John Stone.

o g'ﬂ':mf.aodmimmm |ahour theory of value and the It seems to me then that the The disputes within the ruling

good s still & raving re- lendency forthe rate of profitto  laws of eapitalism apply in this  class arc more over timing tha), ,

fall. Peko was able to increasc

actionary who hates poofters,
dykes, aborigines, unmarried
mothers, children and anyone to
the left of Charles Copeman.
The article provided plenty of
ammunition o argue with
people about the “Joh™

productivity from 100 tonnes

SOCIALIST ACTION welcomes letters from readers. Please
try to keep them under 300 words. Address ail corres
pondence to P.O. Box 274, Brunswick, Vic. 3056.

ease, and that other mining
companies will be forced to

tactics, and it won't be |op,
before those that recently dis.

associated themselves from

Peko's strategy adopt it then,.
selves

Martin Hirsy,
Sviney

L3

u

") ‘\v-

H
»
‘ st

W

s

* Two stories from the London Independent
Spot the difference if you can.

STORY ONE: SirJack Lyons, a financialadviser
and company director, recently lost his job. One
of his companies lllicitly received 300,000 pounds
from the brewars Guinness for supporiing their
takeover bid for Distillers (makars of Thalidomide
and olher fine products). This is illegal, and the
receni revelation thal Guinness has been
greasing companies left, righf and centre has led
fo a massive scandal. Sir Jack is a member of the
conservative Carlton Club and a close friend of
one M. Thalcher (Mrs). Criminal charges are not
expecied fo be fald.

STORY TWO: Thomas O'Connell, a down-and-
out aleoholic, stole a bust worth 250,000 pounds
from a London church and sold it for 200 pounds
fo buy drink. He was failed for four years at the
Old Balley.

Tough luck, Tommy. Cheers, Sir Jack, and
have anotherone onus! You've had quile a few on
us already.

RIGINS of
Reaganomics . . .
In the 1951 B-grade
movie Hong Kong,
Rhonda Fleming pleads
with co-star Renaid
Reagan thal “The home-
less, the old, the children
— they'll need more help
than ever”

They've always been
kicked around,” he
shrugs, “they're used 1o
iL" Hasn't ehanged a bit

ITH Labor's im-
pending Plant
ely Rights legisla-

Rupen Murdoch

Reagan shows off his pmlh:yI towards the pur

URING World War
Il, Aristotle Onassis
used to sell oll to
Germany, getting his
payment in advance.
Next he would sell the
location of his tankers to
the British Navy, which
would sink them. Then
he would collect the
insurance on the ships
from Lioyds of London
That gave Onassis
triple profits on every
voyage, and no need to
pay the crew.

tion, which will allow the
patenting of plants and
seeds, we have just one
guestion

Will marijuana appear
in the "common cata
logue” of plants that
anyone can legally
grow? And if not, which
tobacco company will be
first 1o the Patents Office
1o copyright it?

EMALE stereotypes
. A Barbie Dall,
wn up lo life size,
would have a figure of
39-21-33.

E MENTION this in
view of the jailing
of James Saleam, leader
of the arch-racist group
National Action, for two

SAYINGS of the people who rule us . ..
o Chinese leader Deng Hsiao Ping on demos;
We can afford to shed some blood. Just try as
much as possible nol fo kill anyone."
* US House of Reps speaker Tip O'Neill on
Reagan: “The truth s, he knows less than any
President I've ever met.”
* Chairman of Directors Sir Keith MacPh ;
“The Herald and Weekly Times is nol for sals
an_{ Jibts y lor sale at
* The man he sold it to, Rupert Murdoch: “f
" : "I think
f:wnw‘d’beaplrylflgnwany blyurJnAuuraM;"
* Brilish social services minisier Norman Fowler:
Whal exactly is oral sex?" i
:r?;:“.mgf“u“o" bureaucrat David Joseph:
le question of supplying condoms 1o
school children has been grealily blown upT‘ I

years for fraud. Saleam
is definitely no Onassis.
A Sydney court
that he persuad
uctant housemate to in-
clude her valuable
jewellery inan insurance
policy on the group's HQ,
where they both lived
While she was out
Saleam was d in
stealing the jewellery a
later selling it 1o rai
funds for the group
Saleam then lodged a
false insurance claim for
the same purpose. T
plot came unstuck wh
the housemate o
heard a conversation
about sharing out the
insurance money

Deng Hslao Ping

going 10
the

n behind

h him a long

MNEW dance called

the Reform Shuffle

is sweeping South Africa

I s of one step

fol steps back

and juick hop lo the
right

ID YOU know thal

Rupert Murdoch’s
latest company re-
structure was his eighth
in order to get around
government contrals on
media ownership?

Some contrals, huh?

EW RIGHT theorisl,
Dr Michael Porter,
Is hopping mad.

His New Right "think
tank”, the Centre of
Policy Studies at Mc
University
its government grant
slashed. It's totally un
justified, says Porter

Ah, the smell of
martyrs burning. But,
Michael, we thought the
New Right was all for
culs to government
spending
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Kremlin style

RIVATISATION, deregulation,
culs to living standards . . . these
are the policies of Reagan, Thatcher,
Hawke — and now, in Russia, of
Mikhail Gorbachey
Andin Russia, ascls
are a response Lo the
the world econo
Today, the Kremlin ilse
economic malaise, The recent Com
Party Congress puinted Lo
*the difficulties and 11 tive processe

19805

It noted d
ductivity. a slc
and economic im

New prir inister Nik
told the Congress that productio
the latest Five Year Plan had not be
s, chemicals.

in oil, coal, consumer
timber construe d

“The
manifested 1h

economy

An cconomy in Lral
waorse. With that, a

youth brawling

UT WHY? Surcly Russia has not fallen
victim to the world capitalist erisis —
aholished

ter having supposedly

ing ther
19305 anc

1 growlth

led. The

been used up
on the wealth

expensive new

technologic
ndustry
back

sophistication between

cu 1
Russia’s

Vietnam

06e

1al ris \}

any, Hu and 0
» is the hidden cost, too of buym|
shoddy East European indusinal pro ucts

Crec

increasing buredl

in dynamism

important But
lain why

ACH of these factors 15
en together, they do not expl
sis has hit Russia now
v present form
1 1hat, we must U

houl factory ow ‘
Jr place in @ el
xactly b e

power and material pr

lute control ¢ "
Juctive property

out he s in Western capitalism

Russian has suffered a sharp decline in the
rate of profit in recent decades which its
ruling class has been unable (0 areest

crnment itsell has provided
a decline in the rate of
the rate of profit)
n 1972. A more

figures show

return on investment
¢ 61
from BICE in 1960 1o 655 i
recent Western estimate says that the rate of
return in Russia has declined by hall
between 1970 and 1985
While these ligures use different measures
nd cannon be direetly compared, they
grim trend. Profit are

reveal the san

 West, this means a declining rate
omy as a whole, In the
5 W

e down 1o 2

ar By 1950 they we v
If Russia were the rational planned
al its supporiers elaim, this
I production was

need

cconomy th

mateer
10 what people W

L
il b irrele

i e
echining profit rates W : :

i e ould continue, and there

e in growily

« A BURE market economy, un-
ln—nﬁ‘uhlel) e collapse.
prote te. growh of ElERIOPRLES
Western SAP P hole national eeonammies

s have @ S1AIUS aperate this W Alapse of major
Russia’s workers have # SUEEEG o hreatened by the colap
than those in a giant fzelor o extended 8 (Continued page Bl
This the place 105 © italism
discussion of the theary ofsale c4P SOCIALIST ACTION — PAGE 7
e




NTERNATIONAL

The private-seclor markel is being legally expanded; a Moscow family walches Gorbachev on the box

companies and sectors, and governments
intervene more and more to prop up en-
dangered enlerprises,

Such propping up of inefficient industries
is even more prevalent in Russia,
where the state bureaucracy controls almost
all investment.

Eventually, in Russia as in the West, the
cost of maintaining weak sectors and enter-

In Russia, these pressures have been
mounting since the seventies. Not until
Leonid Brezhney, leader since 1965, dicd in
1982 did the first real attempts at reform
begin

Arms deal
with fran?
{ thought
| wag
signing
my sub lo
Socialist
Action

Avoid Contragates .
SUBSCRIBE TO

SociAusr |
AcTion =

1Dissues .., . $5.00
Name .

10 Box 274, Brunswick 2056
1o Socialist Acngn
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Brezhnev was succeeded by former KGR
head Yuri Andropov, who presented himsclf
as the man 10 make the necessary changes
To show haw serious he was, he launched a
shake-up of the siale railway system.
pointed out that railway in-
¢ a problem for the whole

of voal production was
racks due to slack handlin,
holes in rail-trucks. He sacked the
minister, poured in money for repairs, and
offered 30-50%; pay rises to encourage work
discipline ¥

This was Andropov's model for future
reform. [t addressed specific problems. but
ignored the underlying causes

We will er know how far Andropoy
might have gone. Withinafew months of his
election, he fell ill, withdrew from active
leadership, and died

His replacement was Konstantin
Chernenko. an old Brezhney man
hopelessly addicted to the old methods of
work discipline, centralisation and exhorta-
tions to work harder. A furious debate
began between supporters and apponents of
change that was only resolved when
Chernenko died, bringing Gorbachey 1o
power.

lost along the
and

ORBACHEY was Young by recent

standards, and had a reputation as o
dynamic administrator, unafraid of change
IllsI|lelunau»mumlinn»i!hngritullurc the
sickest part of the ailing economy, did.nnl
seem to hurt him.

Wu_h a declining economy and
panic in the ruling class, Gorbach
head start in getting support for change,

In contrast to Andropov's a:cmrfm-
sector approach, Gorbachey ohviously
wants Lo get at what he secs as the rogt of (he
problem — the ne d to unleash the initiative
of managers, 1o nd the economy of un-
profitable enierprises, angd Lolift (alitle) the
dead hand of the bureaucracy (o let thin
sort themselves out, e

Inaquite short time g asia
Most dramarically, hrnchla:\lr:gd:\[f;jh::\;
nformal and illegal u.m:?.: );ar(:c:::;t\

EDne on, Apartments could pe renovated

a rising
ev has a

appliances fixed,
(no quest similar services in
return. Now this will happen legally
through state-licensed

tyled — all for cash

be freed up. Till n

igners have been the st

Ministry for Fon

21 ministries and
wrises will be able

s and do other deals direct »

v has also started streamlining
the bureaucracy and the Plan

HE PLAN, supposedly a great feature
of Russia’s socialist economy, is actually
one of its enduring problems.

Not one of the eleven Plans to date has
come rem c being fulfilled. §
targets (especially consumer goods) are co|
sistently underfulfilled, others consistently
overfulfilled. Still others vary wildly.

The abject I

lure of the Plans 1s a surc
indication of t alienation of Russias
workers, and the rigidity, remoteness and
unaccountability of the burcaucracy

very factory and stale tarm is given a
detailed plan which dictates its production
Any attempt to vary this to cope with delays
in supplics or changes in demand is sternly
resisted

Any attempt to experiment with
work organisation or
crushed unless all relevant ministries
approve. Otherwise, production might be

disrupted, targets might be unfulfilled, and
some burcaucrat might be discredited

Gorbachey wants to get around this by
reallocating the powers of the ministrics
upwards to the central planners, and down
wards to the enterprise managers.

He first tried this in agriculture, the arcd
he knows best. In November 1985 he
amalgamated five ministries and a st
commitiee into a *superministry” called (e
State Agro-Industrial Committee. Similar
shiuke-ups are planned for other sectars.

At the other end, he intends (o give more
power to individual ma 5. Eventually
edch enterprise will have to pay all its oW
expenses (including any expansion of pro
dugtion capacity) rather than being given 1
budget each year from its ministry

Accumulation of profit will shi
industry as a whaole 1o individual
places. It will result in ban
unprefitable enterpriscs. sh
unemployment
A factory will ha

state, instead of all its surpl
This will increase pressure ¢
screw their workers harder

OST attention in the West has

focussed on Gorbacheyv's slight
loosening up of the regime’s authori-
tarianism — his so-called “‘glasnost
(openness).

We should not get too excited. He 15 not
about to unleash a mu
freedom of speech, or
the Western mod:
power Lo the workers

The “liberalisation” has two motives
Gorbachev wants to appeal Lo Western
opinion, Hence the freeing of a couple ol
hundred dissidents (out of 1,000 to 10,000 in
jail). Henee too the unjamming of BBC
hroadcasts

More importantly, he wants to
along his economic reforms, By allowing the
media more and pushing
democratic clections within the p
hopes to allow new weaknesses
identified and new reforms to be proposed

nuch less turn over real

he
to be

oppanents.
S reforms had enemiey i iy
ore they began. They hayg

T'he seerer police and the propapands
ipparatus have always opposed any chng,
that may upset the status guo they strupgle
10 maintain. The seerel police attackeq
unapproved pe monsiralons in Red
Square, almost certainly 1o discredic
Gorbachey and to pressure him 1o slow
down his changes.

The Central Committes produced a very
vapue statement that went nowher
Gorbachev's proposed parly elec

Lndermining ministey powers and shift-
ing investment from heavy mdustry and
arms towards light industry and consumer
goods will create further ill-will amongst the
losers

On balance, though, Russia’s crisis is now
so serious that supporters of change will
probably over c their opponents, despite
some resistance.

T IS the working class that will really

decide the fate of Gorbachey's reforms.

It must either accept the atlacks that they
ultimately involve the speed-ups and

~ or it must m: of the slight

up to resist them

If it resists, it will either become atool in
the hands of the conservatives. or it will
t e for its own separate intercsts

This last option is by no means out of the
question. Since the end of Stalin’s terror in
the 19505, Russian workers have time and
again shown a diness 10 fight their
masLers , three clear waves

layoffs

lonseni

Wildcat strik
of stru in the early 1960s, T0s, and 80s.
and various attempls to sl up free trade
unions — this is not the history of a class
likely to passively accepl culs In living

standards and ur

It may be som
ready Lo stick their necks out. Butwhen
do, the whole world will know about i

We cannot predict events in Russia with
any certainty from now on. Gorbachev Is
doing nothing that has not bhecn done more
thoroughly elsewhere. But unlike Hungary
in the 1960s, there is no longer an expanding
world ecanomy to Lap into. Unlike €hina
Loday, the urhan industrial working€1ass =
the real force in society

Those facts make Gorbachey's strategy s0
risky and open up possibilities of f_orll"?:
s That, and not the window

mployment
time before workers 2

class revolt

S the
and debated. Also, of course, he hopes to  dressing uwlu‘ u"wmjl “!:‘\h::\"'t" REN
harness the e's critics apainst his party ~ West should gel exciled @ -
e s =
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for socialism: the creation of a
classless sociely in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries |ike Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shawn the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their stata is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Muss Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
hosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we ‘work to build a
stronger revolutionary moveme nt out of
the struggles being waged on thejoband
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
\we must create a mass workers' party 1o
|ead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

We are Internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and tnel
struggle for socialism knows no nalmna‘
barriers. A socialist revolution c.annlé')‘e
survive within a single country. \_t must

spread to other countries or itwil fail. For
these reasons we are for building 8
world-wide movement, and we nppluﬁrg
measures like protectionism which tu )
the workers of one country agains!

others.

Liberation from Oppression

\iberation and against the
walat o 1 women, blacks, migranis
these forms olrkop-

i he working
ion are used to divide ! )
clr:ssss The fight against tnn:erléwf:vg?‘?:zg—
rt of building a un!
5 Enduvsmanl. They can only be qndq:d
?hmugr\ ending capitalism and building

socialism

Socialist Action : ;
are for Socialist Action. It snnnn?rms
t talking about the world: th pd L
L @ it. Marxist theory and g
ey 6n\ymeaningfulnllheyargal
In the unions. 1501::3
3 eople
s and wherever Peo s
for a better world, 5ocl§l|stsn;m
T k of the fight. If that's wl

you want 1o be. Join us today!
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INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

Police admit it: the BLF is back
intown! .o e

in the Mel- Nes,
5 NE::?:;::.:; industry In Canberra, foo, health and
hourne W safety have taken a beating. Five
started in an unexpected Wak. - o ppinees of a now defunct
To their surprise, BLE  contractor on the Parliament
organisers found they were  House site have had th
o longer heing arrested on  pensation payments stopped
puildingsites. Police suddenly l'h\ui rHI\IKILl.hmImh unlllljlnié}iy
i . covers the labourers, could offer
{ declared that it was up (0 s nothing better than that all
employer to remove the warkers pass th
While this only lasted | After protrac
few days, It shows the effe
{he war of atiriti
BLI organiser ¢
told Socialist Ac
police [reely acknowledge the .4 ¢
BLE is on the way hack on the
sites. Builders that
them last year arc T

CUB drivers refuse to “rBin v
be out-Foxed

critical stall
has been talk
stations while th

‘I DON'T care how long we  Linfox would use medical tests I!IF:L'::“‘J'I\"' B o

have to stay here — they're and other methods to w dilengedc o

ybeeroutof the Miitants and other drivers they :
do not want
The workers realise that a
dispute like this cannot be won

Campus
activity
WITH the university year
beginning, Secialist Action
\branches are holding bookstalls
and talks on various campuses o
argue soclalist ideas fo students.
I Queensland University, we
‘gre sefting up & campus club for
intaresied students. The club is
featuring two interstale speakers
during March, Eric Pelersen on
“Juslice under Capitalism” and
Graham Willeit on “Russia

com-

At Monash and Latrobe
Universities, Socialist action
speakers are lalking on
“Capitalism versus Socialism”, a
look &t issues like democracy,
initiative, efficiency, and human
nalure under the two systems.

CUB picket

MEMBERS in Melbourne branch
have been busy supporting the
pleket by CUB drivers sacked by
the brewery.

Members have been visiting
the picket lines frequently to help
keep up morale and discuss the
issues of the struggle with the
workers. Two sacked drivers
addressed our branch meefing,
and we look up & collection
afterwards for the strike fund.

IWD pamphlet

FOR Inlemational Wemen's Day
this month, Socialis! Action has

i
ars ago, it has
ndard that the major
\clor is responsible [of

struggles

SO
the s

cont
employees of sub-contractors

nsurance companies

Not budging: CUB drivers picket the Carllon brewery

5 hould pay compensation on

BLF picketers a Canberra's Parliament House site

The only way  behind legal fiction and claim it
I f has nothing to do with them.
Some of the sacked workers
have worked at Nile for aver 20
years, One said, “They let you
janey Stone  spend all your holiday pay, then
back to find you're
you. No notioe,

ng up @
m hand |

rank and file activism. The L

you €

sacked. Just

nothing.”
Although they were given

an exarmpl

ays Chris Ke
steward of Melbourn

published a new pamphlet called | 214 United Brewery dri I strong participation they can result, Y
Breaking The Chains. whose 24 hour picket has been from all the rank and file, and : previously heen cor e Plckets e g dates, the ]
The pamphlet containg articles { "UNNINE [or over three wecks support from other workers, quiet have leapt into aclion {in the Victo! . workers have ignored these and
w:::z firsl appeared in this | The disputc started when the L1 Pave spoken 1o ather Jangy Ston At the Costain William Stjoh, "™ T e L SRR Nile have loyally stuck together l
TexnalE:f:l?I;,. rious aspecis of | drivers found through a leak an oy 1o Uding the BLF, the there were s by Rt ek ‘\I‘\‘ ihe s e " Another worker, wha jokingly
llon, gay uhe.'aﬁ'nﬂnm'.'.',.’.;.'”"" a radio station that CUB were T;W "'I:'m\ sand the RANF.  STUDENTS for hlokes for Sl e TWO HUNDRED and rigml_\ gave her name a5 Norma Rac (0

A pay, hese have d i ra suitars o s oLl e ked orkers at Nile : tion, said, “A lot

sacked textile w avoid victimiza

sclling their trucking fleet 1o
Linfox. With no warning, the
men found themselve

child eare, pairiarch

5 iy, and 1
redicalizing of women in cR:
Brilish miners’ strike.

ated food and At the rank and fike sie
other supplies But a 3 Industries are maintaining an o people are under the im-

nd are planning according 1o € ! 2 i ki "
lundraising events UQ votes to TagerDSHTELy [sue sparked bans,  SiSSALE L I‘I hip A elfective 24 hour picket of the ression that Nile has gone
' 16 Ieip AR L) Campbelltown oope Butithasn't. Itis moving

Priced al $1.00 (§1.5 OB Every Tiokelers plan . s ;
0 posted| job. with a very poor redund. keters plan a family day 1o a broken concrele pour, anc 15 me ampany’s
B 154 P ndancy 1y e stewards meeti company N
M’::l’:mg The Chaing makes an | Packaee. and an affer of an e Wives children in boVCOtt fee finally an indefinite walk-off. A z 2 ,I d th “cec.  actory. o (0 Melbourne. JGL own Nile t
I roduction 1o the seeialist | “Intervicw™ with Linfox their struggle, Members of UNIV e crwrniting, thejobisstill  UnammaUsly TEIRESC e fier LS SR AE S ind JGL are millionaires. All we
o1 on sexus! liberatian Atstakeis the brewery dr Socialist Action and o1l HNERSITY, clll s closed retary'sreportand insead calied (R Sy of their 1068 e asking for 15 8 d5CEP
¢ erydrivers on - ang her st . & ok se anaign for a$30plus 49 y & i o X
Canberra AWard, one of the best in the PRI have spent time o gitints have rlesl i OHRR Bt hee a0 been high s campaign for a350ps 86 SGE g January 28108 egundancy deal. RIEHE B8 0
slale. A mo o o the picker line 7 o lighted Tollowing i e : were sacked the last day we Were
ove 1o ox would ne and donated 2 o ghted following un.  year they were e ) it
CANBERRA branch has shilleg | TR an increase [rom 35 (o 38 money ! ! of the long-r ks G |n Campbelitown, a decliniig  piace wasn't elosing 0‘:]"J| o
2:$eellny: 10 the Board Roon | 19UFS 10 their working we = Inside the brewery, work | e o remonious! kMI 1 acsusations U iy vdney, Nike il sit here until we get wh
& A ! b e officials L g mone « Al * " -
!IIIl:[ﬁ‘Nu Union. Meetings are | 7 @ laree drop in pay. Nar G 10 @ still due to the aftermath a black-list er. otunlcineantet dismissal notices are a one \I\.‘:gl want! Ve Farii
Mostion on Thursdays, surprisingly. this issuc has, Chris  SICSHVEDESS of the picket. The Jim*Killer" Kane, was forced t be \ ticket 1o the dole queut, TF 5
Wllllﬂﬂir‘.g:m:“pr:.;n '5wnnﬂ 19 { savs. “galiaiised the men fike no T LTAtON Commiss, fused Lake the only wark he could find 5 m\: e -\.‘”I. \\“ £t olear, picketers are lt\md'"‘ :1:
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lIn'ya pas

breeding role.

The French government has
posters suggesting that to couple
Just for sex rather than lor pro-
creation is selfish. Princess D is
held up internationally as a role

Prime Minister of Luxem-
bourg, says, “Europe is
committing collective
suicide.” French ex-PM

Michele Debre agrees, saying, model of the happy mother. Both
“We have destroyed marriage  Liberal and Labor parties in
and the family as social values.  Australia have launched pro-
We have erected greed and family policies which reinforce a

message of women's primary role
being at home
Al another level. we are now
seeing greal government interest
in reproductive technolo
such as In Vitro Fertilisation
(IVF). If, as in Europe, the fertile
members of socicty cannot be
persuaded to have more children,
highly mativated infertile
couples are an ol
Having for years ig
problem of infertility
MENLS are Now pourin
mlo the new IVF

self-indulgence as our idols.”
The reason for such breas-
beating is thal Europe’s birthratc
has heen declining since 1964.
In responise, governments east
and west have variously induced,
bludgeoned. threatened and
appealed to women and men Lo
have morechildren. At the same
time, their food aid 10 Third
World countries has usually been
tied (o demands for population
control
A contradiction? Indeed. The
world population is still growing
and, from a working class view-
point, 1l doesnl matter whether
One country’s population is
Erowing or nol. As Karl Marx
pul il. the workers have no
country. A recent Newsweek
article gave the ruling class
viewpoint, and it is a breath-
takingly cynical one.
Firstly, labour shortages will
develop by the 1990% ang
Eurapean coumtries will, as

ious solution

d the

The point is a valid one
fertility is often caused by
diagnosed or mistreated
feetions, botched operations

que le sexe dans [a vie

B | overseas,

MNewsweek puts it be forced 10 hazardous working witior Yet by 1se of L
Sncaurageimmigration from the  Attackingthese causes, hawever B sy g
Third World. Tt warns that

would mean attacking
professions and vested

We should welcome any new
technology, like IVF, which pives
ing  women the choice of whether to

ol eapitalist economics. Aus
ful yralia o
PVR laws

“Seed patenting” is one
of PYR. The ¢

Immigration leads 1o race riots

not. of course, the fact that
Most immigrants get the worst
Jabs. worst pay and worst liv

5 5CL L0 enact ils ow

new plant v; e )|
conditions bear children or not. For l_l;“r:t\ I ir| | be able 1o
Secondly, as the existing  socialists, however, the crites on 1 Exclusive nghts 1o its sulc

Population ages and there e
fewer younger warking people
the pension bill will increase
“disproportionately™ Having
screwed what they can out of
p:umc_ when they are Vounger
the ruling class find it A nuisance
to hage Lo provide social security
benefits for them in old age.

Thirdly, and mast absurdly of
all, Newsweek freis that by the
mMid-1990' a1 of America’s allies
£xcepl Turkey will be hard-
Pressed 1o [ind 1he ‘manpower”
1o fultill their NATO eommit-
ments! The only comforiing

thought, it seems, s that 1}
birthrate of the Warsay Pan;

and propagation
But PVR docsn't stop 11
Wactually makes it illcga
DIEVEn pive away — varieti
not listed in a so-called *com
mon catalopue”

1s human need. not the needs of
proh

And for the same reasons, we
should uppose the pro-hirth
campaigns which seck 10 press
women back inta the child-
rearing role.

Because the vast diversity of
Plant varicties found in nature
£80not possibly be included in
Suchalisting, many will become
SRUnCL. Others will survive only
I 1he “seed banks™ of (he
PElrachemical companies wi
£onirol the sced (rade

Bothinthe lab and in nature
the diversity of p, {
1¥Pes provides 1he

Liz Ross

w

Plenly Wwrong
n plant rights

A DISASTER for the world's

Ecology

1ant
hich

atural plant

raw material

S Lo A

CounEs s Tllng g ey 100 and plantsupply. Thatis  with o \L\wfm::":ial:i[‘IT::.\

h:\m-k agonising would  NOW Selentists from the UNs 1055 of thjy diversity removes

o e, -mﬂ: it not for the F'-"}‘d and Agriculture Organi- :_‘;‘-' ability of plants (o adapt 10
b mn?m:::T:"ht" l:'tmn grimly desuil::e the "f: ;:I-llh pests and discases

‘“"'m‘ back Cinga pi” Push  effects of the Plant Variety amaus Irish Potato

Famine pro,,

child- " Rights (PVR) laws which exist (. P
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E5 an example of
15aster that cap

rench posier suggests sex Just
for pleasure is unpalriotic; a
1906 alarm about birthrates

tfrom alack of diversity in
a food crop

I'hroughout the world, &
multitude of natural varieties
have been lost already. They
have heen replaced by a tiny
number of “hybrids”, which

have heen pushed by seed
com

tile seeds. The

pts many smaller

ild surpr
vies like 8

olitable enter

produets

without cost, PVR

make it profitable
The Government seesin PYR
the prospect of increased invest

ment in the economy and a
ving in Governme nt spending
on plant research — hard things
for it to resist in the current

cconomic climate
For the rest of us, however,
Plant Variety Rights laws &
Just one more ecological threal
If we want o be rid of such
threats, we need 10 rid ourselves
first of the economic sysiem
that makes them so “logical”
Rohert Stainshy

ANY Labor volers
pemoan how the party
has lost ght of the interesis

i ditional supporters.
e it is an old, old

In reality e
roblem. Indecel. i dates back 1«
rhr very formation of the party
Jate last century. i

labor parties first conleste
Australia in

glections 11
1R90s. 1L was @ peri

ers’ CONSEIOUSNESS ¢
s a class was

gpecial interests 45
rowing o
2 Unions and Trades and Labor
Councils (TL.Cs) had spru ;
in the previous Lwo decades. Ir
the 188ls, scvel al TLC cand

dates stood 1n clections, ar d in
|886 an Intercolonial ||‘_H|

Union Congress decidet

n

politicians:

It was only afte:
the maritime strike of |
of the Queensland st
strike the next yes

seriously. ho
Bothstr
frontati nd
labour. Both featc E
employers refused 10 ne
with unio arn OVETT
1

ents openly s
employers
Unionists were

imprisoned. Th

employed 3000 extra const

1o “keep order” on the picket
li The arm it
coalfields. Free rail transport

was provided for scd
The Sydney Defe

mittee concluded

“A still mor
learnt in thi
this: that

e important |
i

n
fighting as we
the time has 1
trade unio
Parliamen

v

Unions which had been luke
warm o the Labor Party idea
now provided the drive
organisers and finance to put
Labor into Parliament to
support trade unionism and
workers interests

But while the Delence Com
mitlee saw parliamentary re
Presentation as a complement 10
militant strike action, others
Wanled Labor in power as an
alternative Lo strikes. The
General Secretary of the
Australasian Shearcrs’ Union
said:

“With a Labor Government in
power, there would he an end Lo
the stoppage of work w
80 inimically 10 our inte

Snm VHT from the start, an

essential problem of the
ALP emerged. Alihough it re-

Vet Labor did not see el as
dp-lr!\\w\lhtv\nrlinpdmw The
:.:n-m““. Parly paper
- Onmimatwenl declared in (897
that it sought aenuine
demucratic fegislation i e

i3 of all clawses
Labor policies were short
term. maderate and aimed al
ameliorating the capitalsi
system for workers rather (han
eeting nd of i,

The first Labor Programmes
called for electoral refiorms such
as one adult one vote. an eight
haur day. protective factory
legislation, free education
mining reforms, beuer pay for
politicians and increased land
taxes, They also supported the
White Australia policy. (The
isation objective was only

n the 19205 after the

servatism of Labor's
was underlined in

ere Labor saw itsell
the Liberal Party

HE UNIDN hureaueracy
established its influence in

the party from the outsel, an
influence that it retains to this

years were just =
as unhappy

1o over the party
4 the workers to sell

The impetus for the ALP: police attack the maritime strike

the TILC
b

miltee

h
platform
The main battles within the
party, how g e Over
contral of the politicians. @
problem that persists lo modern
times. Politicians had 1o pledec
10 abide hy the party platlorm
and caucus decisions. In most
states, the branches had the

o power ta force their represent-

presented workers and unions, it |
discouraged th dental
industrial action indus
attacked strikers and unions

n the inte

Lives Lo resign

refused 1o
Labor ick I Politicians often \‘LII' T
Libes of preventing jin Sign the pledge, OF CEEC S
yrresied J 05t siLting
S bes compulsory arbitra p e are i SW in 1B9, mOs & i
tion. Before the maritime strike, e 1892 Broken Hill stike bers relied (0 sign (he
i had ik alled on Labor 10 pledge and stood as independer
5 é workers € . edge
: b \‘u u” ; 3 »nfidence motion Labor candidates
arbitre

But when ment, but the The carly Labor Party was

employ " refused. [n WA, yeialist nor the
ppe B to talk 1o the cfused. I A iiher hia LEE i
Sty d s condemned the e of the working cla
juring the strike, and champi  Chi
i HET i 1 ke despile iLs Drigins, iLs uAion L
wually defeated them, the E

and 115 many working class

il Sy
idates didates. Within 10 3

RLY Lahor candidales can slection of the first Labor

1 A cdominantly the electio wn leaders, W.

Tint were pre A, one o s own eaders, .

L . Jhes, was al

working €liSs. L car- M. Hughes, was BRER DL
They included 0 amen,  cribing il as “an pid
bojlermakers. scAme headless pariy”.

journalists. orkers' puint of view:

\hat deseription siill

unions decided to force
otiate by

employers 1o ne

cepting compulsory ar

tion. It was a Wedakness
Labor quickly seized on :

In Victoria, Lubor supported
wages boards, even though they
made unions unnecessary by

penicrs. )
C o EMEINECTs L
ek builders, shopkeeper
i , lal

Fr
much of

sarine  printer rmers.
" P from appearing [ | ess OW . i day-
stopping them 11 Business . ming  applies today penakier
T & herore thEm -.:\\I.l.”.' gent. and Lm:.! Jtlm P Patricia Langend:
. ¢ im- a lond elected 300
Labor placed nw:L B {who j:h
= justrial peace MATSEL  lecle
portance on ind P alter being clects from today.

than on improving workers

s a far ey
o et of It was
wages. In the rising market

where apart ers, few
here apart from weachers,
¢

uB
150 Soclalist

; W, M L inta Lubor’s
[900, Labor leaders orkers make of ex-
Jhes and W. G. Spence M entary ranks of & n
i “Lm?j Ilr;\ 1t workers could  parliam r!mu“l.uuwnd union Acﬁo
.u}lnmlu“ e s |._,“_\cr:‘.|: e
tain more by s aUCrals. o
:‘h:u:h bitration. Yet they still  bured soCIAUST ACTION
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ROM each sceording 10 their
iF;IﬁIIIy. 10 each according 10 their

.

isis the hilusophynhhcrnmmumsm
wlll{chI:SK;:d lrlanﬁ envisaged. And since he
develaped his socialist theores, there I!.:;s
heen mo shortage of rightwing social
theorists to tell Us all a pipe dream. .

Giving people all they need is @ nice
thought, they argue. RButil you want people
1o roll up their slecves and work to produce
wealth, you need 10 reward actual per-
formance, Material incentives. 1hey say, arc
what motivate people.

Lots of people accept this argument
After all, if we look around us cveryane
seems 1o be motivated by the almighty
dollar. Who would work if it wasn’t for the

maney”
Bui people’s attitudes today are the
product of specifie historical circumstances.

For most of human history. ther¢ hasn't
been enough wealth 10 provide everyonc
with 2 decent ife. So inevitably, a dog-eat-
dog strugel developed for what resources
did exist. Qver time. the most ruthless
people cornered cnough 1o lift themselves
above the common herd, They became a
ruling elass.

This was notonly an inevitable but also a
necessary process. Only through the risc of
class society could a small surplus be
gathered ma few hands. The ruling class did
use part af this surplus for its personal
consumption, but it also used part of it to
develop production.

Capitalism is the highest form of class
society, because it is the most efficient at
centralising an economic surplus in the
hands of the ruling class and then pumping
i back inio expanding production

RUTAL and oppressive as this process

is, it has nevertheless given rise to the
tremendous wealth-creating power of
n!odern industry. Today, for the first time in
history, the means exist to create enough
wealih 10 give everyone a decent life.

Capitalism doesnt wse its productive
farces that way, of course. Our rulers would
falher use them to stockpile atomic
weapons, while letting millions starve. That
15 why a socialist revolution is required. But
mzl m:;mmf is there.

N cliss socicly, most people have 1o
struggle 1o su . Most woprk .F: unpleas nLL
atbest, and at times it has been horrendous
as during the indusirial revolution when
vlnlljdr:n Wworked up 10 16 hours a day

.ll er capitalism, what's more, we have
ueﬁt:rl»l;nl over the products of our labour.
e mike goes 10 enrich someonc clse.
b rr!’ wonder that people have a cynical

ude toward work? Isit any wonder that

A~

90 wha can come up

“Thares a 520,000 baus for gy,
& euphemism for windfal profes -

“People won’t work

without incentive”

we only do it if someane offers us enough
matenal reward?

Yet even in today’s society, lifc is full of
e ples showing that, if’ given half a
chance, people will behave quite differcn

Consider the charity workers who put in
long hours for no pay, or the officers of our
sporting and social clubs who give freely of
their leisure time

“Much more importantly from our point
of view, there arc the thousands of activists
who work devoted|y for social and political
causes, from or
tionstoselling Socialist Aetion on the
corner

HIS capacity for selfless hard work

manifests itsell on & mass scale among
the working class in times of revolution;
struggle. In Lenin's Russia, workers vol
tarily worked extra days without pay in
order to keep the economy going in the face
of imperialist blockade,

Successful revolutionary movements have
also created a new enthusiasm for trans.
forming productive techniques, Take the
upnsings in Spain at the start of the g
civil war, A fascist rising had dmm‘mrl the
local industry in Catalonia before the
victorious workers took power into their
own hands. The workers went on to establish
workers' control of industry. 4

I'hey then set about re-building the
economy. The difficull conditions meant
they eould be offered litle material reward
l\L:llhk‘\ were motivated because they them-
rb:::\ :;IM.I.TL\I”W“L of praduction. One

“Experts were truly

of the workers in building new machinery. |

ashort time. 200 different hyd raulic m:ﬁ;-\ .':

up 10 250 tonnes pressure, 178 revol 4

lathes, and hundreds of milling mach i

h]ulmp St wors SRR e -
e Sl

80 The United States
ploukudu of the country means N i
industry is desperately short of j‘\Em

¥

altheexperisc

aguan
erican-
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machinery and parts. The worker
sponded with an “innova
", They think up ways of
nents themselves,

I attended an exhibition of
nt which the “innovators
sector had made,
kahl in

aking

y had sh
and th

nuity,

not dal
ult ce

YT CON

Yet the health wo

the h, but put their brains (o
impre ¢ fashion. Their motivation was
defending the Sandinist

 the exception
But
irity so th

wple some basic

L they

ried about their future and

nildren, place them n control of the [
juctive process so t they see son
to what they doing, and the whole
experic of work can be transformed

This is the very core of the
PErs When workers | i
R eiationshin 1o production — ane whefe
they control industry rather than b ng ere
cogs in it Lhen their ereativity il be
u wed, The wonderful ingenult ol the

0
Spanish workers and the Nicaraguan N

vators will cease (o he an exceptl
wealth will 5087
and red: ced
pleasant
ed traim
we gl

The production of
ing hours can be reduced
again, and workplaces madc |
places fit for human beings Impre
Il];_.lmlI:\A;Icwtl\rlll\n‘ll\h“ llmean 2 al
ar more varicty and stimulation out ol whi

do. ith
i our children will Iook 8L US FL0
pitying dishelief, when we el m-ml"?"
once the mass of human "“".5‘ I
ives j i nake a guid.
lives just trying (o ¥ o

nersunt

~“communist” T

/F_.——f_

Watery reformers who bail
the system -

LAST YEAR a group of
Australian activists put
together 2 collection of essays
on the socialist movement,
dubiously entitled Moving

Left.

while the authors prabably
helieved theirideas were exciling
and maybe even new, unf
tunately they were not The
various forms of broad, social
democratic org ation they

roposed have all b tried,
and all have failed to tr ansform
society towards socialism. lan
Birchall's new book Hailing (071}
The System is  lucid account ol
this failure

Birchall looks at relormist
socialism in Western Europe
since 1944, He pre:
deal of data on the
political records of the French,
Ttalian, British, West German
and other “curocommunist” and
social democratic parties. [t is ¢
record that has culminated n
for cxample, a French
or leading a
racist anti-immigrant march, and
support for cuts to Lving
standards by almost every main
stream “socialist™ party in
Europe.

But Bailing Our The System is
far more than a mere chronicle
of disappointments and sell-outs
Birchall looks at how the strate
gies of social democrats actually
mesh in with the interests of the
system.

For example, the British
Labour government of the mid-
19405 had two main features
Firstly, it “channelled the
expectations and demands for
reform which were being made
by the working class™ So it
introduced major welfarc
reforms such as the National
Health Service, not as commit-
ments Lo socialism, but to de
mobilise working class opposi-
tion

Such reforms redistributed
wealth between workers, not
classes, In 1936-38, the richest
5% of the population owned
79% of national wealth in
Britain; in 1960, they owned

aod

Secondly, Labour re
structured the economy. lts
nationalisations in the rail, steel
and coal industrics shifted in-
efficient but vital sections of
private capital to state control,
rather than shift power from
capitalto labour, * Private profit,

sccurred else-
15 nothing
alisations

ocialise

ere

socialist insuch n
Birchall strad
countries, which mea

s a
frustrating sacrifice of detail. But

strik

\f his comparisons is
. and challer the old
that revolution is un-

cliche

So
flatter

es on being “realistic’
Yet they share with the
Lury one

ans of the 19th ¢

a failure Lo
of socialist

course, that agency is the work-
ing class.

The longevity ol
demaocracy is partly due to its
power Lo gradually eo-opt its left
opponents “while at the same
time maintaining an @r of
respeciable moderation”. The
adaptation of the women’s and
disarmament movements to
pallid reformism is & recent
example

Yet this process is not simply
one of deception or betrayal, as
Birchall notes:
al democracy’s ability to
al grip on its
amajor partofits
urvive the
¢ subtle than a

social

rank ar » straining at the
leash and being held back by a
corrupt leadership.”

Within this argument, Birchall
accounts for some interesting
trends in parliamentary politics,
such as the decreasing class

identification in voting be-
haviour. ¥
The Western European

expericnce has its parallels in
Australia. The European left’s
nationalistic cconomic policies
tariffs and import controls
sound awfully similar to John
Halfpenny's. Labour parties
display glh:\rlcﬁwlng colours
in opposition and their rightwing
policies in office are not unheard
of here either.

Birchall has written a very
useful eritique of European re-
formism in pract
important implica
Australian left too.

— Phillip Whitefield

ns for the

o lan Birchall's Bailing Out The
System will sopn be available
through Socialist Action branches

o 0
Johnny and Omar, heroes of My Beaufiful Laundrefta

FILM

w

Humanity in
the wringer

FANS of Rambo and Top Gun
might disagree. But anyone else
“ﬂiﬁndl\fJ'MWWMr
a strong movie. ¥
Set in Thatcher's Britain, My
Beautiful Leundrette is powered
by the racial tension between
p’nar whites and rich Pakistanis,
migrant Omar’s drive {0 SUCCESS:
and the love between Omar and
white punk Johnny. :
Omar takes over his uncle's
laundrette. TO make alpr_umr.lh‘:
money 10 pu in ne
"m'::shines -n5 {0 make it beaut-
iful. To get the money. he
swindles his ?nﬁt.?n;{nhum
es a thiel. ]
ki Jover, Johnnys I!’d.

upmanship and crawling
amongst businessmen (and in
this film they are deliberately all
men). Women are locked away,
(raded like cows and dressed up
like dolls. Omar's father, a
disillusioned socialist who be-
lieves in the power of education,
is reduced to drink and hardly
Jeaves his bed.

Breaking through the racial
lbarriersis the love between Omar
and Johnny. The movie is honest
and positive about their gayness.
Omar smiles adoringly at
Johnny. Johnny sensually draws
Omar into A kiss. Neither of
them are stereotyped gays.

The message of the movie 15
that if you are smart, havearich
unele and work hard, you can
succeed like Omar. Bul the cost
is too high. Omar learns to be
cruel and to deny his sexuality.
And for every success story, theré
are many people who are de-

gy ed by the syster.
denies his oW0 sfnm:\d:-’, stro“;m :“ T
u; g to marmy entrepreneurial p,.lypg:::: |::
|hur!'le"t (hat Omar is evill, but  get these days: n:n,[“".ﬁhluy
;:;‘I'i"i‘:n forces him 10 exploit nel:mpr&m At "y
e d cheat so that he can  Beau! ; mﬂ Mmm i
il “hus‘meﬁ The profit movingy .‘L, e s
e b ui the worst il The answer: e amm-
- i hﬂl“ h;mprling like
o i shows. Instesd of €
i life, the film t mpel i L
Asmm‘u ;enl and brutal~ clpltﬂl.i.il:h wrmm‘w: ity
people cruellY e, Racial viol- through i , menesd
- ""f:::m both white and whole n:!:l“s. e o 8
sl nfl:! Unemployed whites describe ‘L i s
mrﬂ: b one- — Patricia Langenakker *
Ymﬂﬂﬁs‘ destruction- Thereis one
i
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N THE last few weeks, Joh
l!jelke Petersen has re-
written the political agendain
this country. :

He has moved an already right-
wing gconomic debate even
further right He has destabilised
the Coalition, John Howard and
Jan Sinclair, paving the way for
himself and Andrew Peacock to
grab for power. And on slating
just one policy — & fiat-rale fax
ihat even Howard says will dis-
sdvantage BO0% of Australians —
hewas seriously being louted as
the next Prime Minister.

Some people are already talk-
ing of emigrating if Ausltralians
are “stupid enough fo elect Joh"
But what the Joh phenomenon
really reveals is the bankruptcy of
the existing political parties

Joh's arrogant ultimatums 10
the Goalition (he even says
These days, | am the National
Party”) are based on two things
One is the rural crisis, which has
undermined Sinclair in the
Nationals’ branches and created
fury at Howard's proposed con-
sumption tax.

The ather is the polls, which
show a Joh-Peacock team could
gain 6% more of the vole than
Howard and Sinclair. A Joh Party
alone could pull 24% of the vole,
while reducing the Libs to 20%
and the Nationals o 4%.

So whether Joh stays or splits,
hewins according tothe polis. As
ng-one is more cowed by polls
than politicians, Joh has run riot

HAT no-one has explained
is Joh's strong showing in
the polls.
Clearly, his base is amongst
farmers and small business. But

e meaning of
oh’s ‘‘crusade”

his edge lies in his appeal 1o a
substantial minority of Labor
yolers that Howard and Sinclair
cannot attract. Gne in eight ALP
voters will swing over to a Joh
Party ora Peacock/Joh-led coali-*
tion, say the polls

They are obviously not the
small-l liberal swinging voters
that Labor usually pursues, Mor. |
suspect, are they ex-0LP types
to whom Hawke has huge appeal
{Bob Santamaria, ex-ideologist
of the DLP, thinks Hawke is a
great PM |

The Courier-Mail ran 40 inter-
views with voters about Joh
Apart from his prediciable small
business supporters, he clearly
appealed to a minority of workers
who took little interest in politics,
but (rightly) saw both parties in
Canberra as dishonest, spineless,
and having had their "go" and
failed

Inatime of crisis, these people
want “strength” and a new
approach. The revolutionary left
is too weak and the unions are
too compromised to provide a
left pole of attraction. S s
last time a far more p
Labor element voted NDF, Joh is
providing a right-wing pole of
attraction this time

OH'S tacit alliance with

Andrew Peacock shows how
phoney much of the wel/dry
debate in the ruling class has
been.

Peacock and Joh are old allies
When PapuaNew Guinea gained
independence in 1975, it was
Peacock who backed Joh in
keeping the Queensland border
along the PNG coastline, against
Fraser's plan 1o s the Torres
Strait 50-50

Peacock, supposed leader of
the Liberal “wets”, recently sal

We must cut out the big 1
items. When we fake office, there
will be howls of protest as we cul
item affer item.” That sounds
awlully like supposed "dry” Sir
Joh, who will need a 17 2% cul to
education, health, housing,
velerans' affairs and most other
spending to finance his flat-rate
tax

As Liberal leader, Peacock
would mop up “wet' Liberal
volers who would not suppart
Joh, while Joh could take the
hard right vote uncontested —
something he could not do with
Howard &l the helm.

Peacock isimportant to Joh for
another reason
Opinion polls are one thing,
Butaspiring PMs also need back-
ing from substantial sections of
the ruling class, both to get
elected and 1o rule.

Peacock can swing in suppoart
from the Melbourne establish-
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DONT You WoRRY ABOUT
ME...IT's JUST LIKE ANY
WAR ... IF THEY PoN'T HANG-
You, THEY PUT A MEPAL oN
YeuR caEST M1

ment. At present, Joh ha:

cowboy” bosses li
Fox and Lang Hanco
him The "white shoe t
has little real weight, desp
cash. Frontman Mike C
dismissed in the National
as “all 1alk and no m
property developer Bi
currently on trial
to defraud; whil
another suspected member
jailed during the Victorian
scandals.

Ranged inst Joh are t
Gonfede on of Australi
Industry, the Small Busines
Association, much of the New
Right, and the Fairfax press, all of
whom distrust his sums &
record in Queensland
National Farmers Federatic
anti-Peacock, which is effectively
anti-Joh, while the Murdoch
press s hedging its bets, no doubt
grateful for the two year
monopoly of Queensland go
vernment advertising that Joh
gave it

But if Joh's populist band
wagon keeps rolling and Peacock
climbs aboard, the ruling class
may well get behind it. A Joh-
Peacock alliance will not
necessarily split over policy, as
media pundils like Michelle
Grattan of the Age predict. The
_wels" and “dries” in Britain have
Neld together in Britain under
Margaret Thatcher, after all

5

with Alec Kahn

ALL OF this poses Immenge
threals o unionists and the

ably, the ALP has beep
than useless n stopping Jon
irst res 5@ was glee that he

dividing the Opposi

I slopto
or Joh and encourage his

Queensland ALP president lan:
explained the folly of

as now tumed
But it can hardly
cy. How, for
riticise his
t did the

ini-Budgete

dwagon does

y dem
anti-abortion legislatior
axamp! 1082, a mass
jand forced him

500 suspended ralk
s ang lift a state ol
“tion can explode Johs
campaign. In early

at Collingwood, Viclorias Mo
rking class football v\w"
where his backers hope he ¥
gel a rousing reception pr l-'r‘U
woping various “new (e
businessmen. Unionist \mddlaL
wingers are planning 8 I0UE S
militant wermonstration agéinsl
him.

Such actions eveny lime J.:t
campaigns In public will m 1
the bosses think twice & i
backing him. And a umplﬂ“
Irultncltlas.lnhwlllu\suul!eupt
question: why should we ¢!
Joh-type policies from

Party either?
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BIG BUSINESS

No Chias
for Jack

S0 JACK Chia, the billionaire

Singapore building coniractor,

had to pull out of his massive

South Yarrs project in Mel-

bourne because he was loo

strapped for funds.

He can't have been too hard
up, though, He recently com-
missioned a statue for his
Melbourne head office.

From the fmﬂl. thestatue isa
madel of conventional virtue —
amother, fullydraped right down
10 her wedding ning, gazes fondly
at her child. A true piece of
kitsch.

From the rear, however, her
battom pokes out naked in the
finest dirty postcard tradition, a
comment on the snigger-snigger
morality of Chia and his sculptor
more than anything else.

The bare underside of Chia’s
operations includes the victim-
isation of eight builders lahour-
ers last October. His pullout
from the South Yarra project
was blamed, of course, on the
BLF.

In reality, mismanagement was
responsible for much of the cost
blow-out. Forexample, workers
recently had to work overtime
cutling through foot-thick
conerete, when a Lft shaft was
built without leaving space for
doors an one floor.

Graft may also be involved.
Can 1t be only an unfounded
rumour that Costain, the project
managers, made a tidy sum
ripping Chia off?

w

WHICH FafT
15 Soffosen
To BE

dAck 7
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EAST EUROPE

Strike wave
in Yugoslavia

A STRIKE wave has s

Yugostaia in response 1 the

ROVErnment's latest
s,

austerity measures.

Prime Minister Mikulic
announced a price freeze last
manth in response 1o the

country’s runaway 1307 inflat-
ion rate. Then just hours later,
the government reneged and put
up the price of petrol 16%,
natural gas 250, and bread 2207
Mikulic’s announcement itself
was an attempt to pacify seething
industrial unrest, especially in
Croatia. Workers have had their
wages frozen at early 1986 levels
— a measure which cut some
paypackets 509 — while basic
foodstuffs all rose 25-60 early
last month
The government admitted to
al least 70 strikes, involving
thousands of workers, in the
latest wave. Non-government
sources say there are many more.
Mikulic himself felt the impact
when he went to a winter resort
to waich skijumping. His en-
tourage took an hour to round
up hotel doormen and reception-
ists to serve them dinner, after
discovering that the waiters at
their hotel restaurant were on

strike.
Price control
or price con?

THE RECENT ballyhoo over
“price control” is Labor's latest
attempt to contain growing
worker discontent.

Half the adult workforce has
not yet received last July's
miserly CPI rise in their n.‘n,\
packets, while only 109 have
receved the much-vaunted 39
superannuation rise. So Hawke
had to appear 1o be doing
something

Barry Jones s now “prices
supremo”. Yet Canberra has no
eonstitutional power to peg
prices, and unlike the Liberals
the ALP stands in awe of the
constitution. So Jones will just
“monitor” prices. Big deal!

Barrie Unsworth in NSW and
Brian Burke in WA have no such
excuse, yet they are doing no
more than Hawke is

Victaria’s John Cain has made
more of a showing. He proposes
10 keep track of 150 super-
market items and Lo get retailers
1o co-aperate in holding price
Tises to 6%. He will supposedly
use legal sanctions as a “lasi
resort”. But on closer inspection,
Cain’s initiative is as phoney as
the rest,

Retail Traders Association
leader Ken MacDonald said
bluntly that his Eroup was only
Co-operating because the same
150 items rose just 6.9% last
year.

Cainis elearly relying on fore-
casts that this figure would fall
L0 6% in any case. Ifit docsn't, he
has a loophole, Manufaciurers

ECONOMY
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WaGE coNTROL

canexceed the 6% in "unforeseen
circumstances”, and retailers can
pass such rises on

The 150 items carelully cx-
clude meat, seafoods, fruit and
vegetables — which all rose much
more than 6.9% last year

Labor knows that real price
control under capitalism
produces either black markets or
refusal by manufacturers to
produce. Black markets can be
stopped by neighbourhood
price committees like worke
lormed during Chile’s Allende
government. But there, manu
facturers stopped producing, and
workers started
factories

And that’s a can of worms
Lahor never wants 1o open

cuTs

Canberra
workers act

REVOLT against Labor's
Austerity program is reaching
into the nation’s capital itself,

Members of several unions
from bus warkers to gardeners
tolibrarians — who work for the
Department of Territories in
Canberra stopped work last
month to protest against recent
“efficiency and economy"
mtj.gsuren.

To make up a $2.5 million
shortfall in the staffing budget,
the Department stopped all
Higher Duties Allowances
overnight, and discontinued
positions filled by con
workers when their contracts
expired. It also restricted over-
time,

These measures hit hundreds
of workers, as the Territories
Dﬂpﬂlllml!n[ 15 notoriously slow
n filling positions on a per-
manent basis

Yet in the Public Library,
Permanent staff were paid over-
time to fill the shifts of a laid-off
€onlract worker. Some effic-
iency!

As500n a5 there was a pe
Protest from (he unior?s‘eplr?:r

seizing

l_:cp,m ment suddenly found half
the money from Finance, ang
realised they could make up most
of the rest from areas that would
not affect staffing,

¥ery sensible, that. Fag

i paths

1'l go on strike when they're
cut; workers can, Just to under-
line the point, Territorics

ment admitted that they
the money from the
Department of Finance when
t were able to demonstrate
disruption” caused by staff

the
cuts.
Moral: If you cop a staff cut,

make sure you cause disruption
POLLUTION

»w
Bayer the
slayer beaten

RESIDENTS near Sydney's
Kurnell Pe sula recently won
an important environmental
victory.

They successfully pressured
state Environment Minister Bob
Carr into refusing Bayer Ausl-
ralia perr ion to build a
pesticide plant on the peninsula.

Sydney already has high levels
of toxic chemical pollution, But
the residents could alsa have
pointed to Bayer's record.

Bayer is descended from 1.G.
Farben, which built and operated

a massive chemi plant at
Auschwitz with slave labour.
Some 300,000 concentration

camp workers passed through it
Al least 25,000 were worked (o
death
1.G, Farben managers bar-
gained with the Nazis over the
cost of subjects for its drug testing
program. One wrole
“In contemplation of ex periments
with a new soporific drug. We
would appreciate your procuring
for us & number of women. We
consider the price of 200 marks a
woman excessive, We propose (o
pay not more than 170 marks &
head
“All subjects died. We shall
contact you shortly on a new
load "

‘ NATIONAL POLITICS :

“
In Canberra’s circus, the clowns

jostle for stage right

I TOOK Bob Hawke a

month of dithering to
decide against a snap election
in May.

But an el
could hardly
the parliamentar
last month's cnt
Canberra

It was apt that the 11> card was
Labor’s pretext to go to the
polls The 113 card debate typifies

on campaign
al more about
circus than
inment from

how far to the right Labor has
moved in grabbing the “middle
ground” from the Liberals.

The 11D card is nor about
stopping big tax cheats and tax
avoiders. [t will not stop the rich
using family trusts, nominee
companies and so on 1o avoid
tax with runity. Nor will it

stop sharks like Alan Bond and
Robert Holmes a Court slashing
their tax bill by writing off the
cost of their takcovers against
their incomes

Indeed, Labor has given more
to these people, reducing the top
rate of income tax from 609 to
499, and making dividends tax-
[ree.

The 1D card is about eracking
down on the working class. It
may snare a few small business
aperators, but mainly it aims at
the “little fish” engaged in fiddles
1o get off the bottom of the
pond.

The card’s chief proponent,
Neil Blewett, admits it is con-
cerned with “tax, health, welfare
and immigration”. He means
that it targets workers with
second jobs whao dodge the nising
tax bite by using false names. It
targets “welfare cheats” — pen-
sioners and dole recipients who
supplement their miserable in-
comes by net declaring casual
earnings and the like. And it
targets illegal immigrants
economic refugees from poorer
countries, mostly

The price of this crackdown
on mainly working-class people
will he further invasion of our
T'he 1D card system
information
by diverse
T ier

centralise
currently held
bureaucracies, making it e
to obtain, And despite Blewett's
assurances, there is no salcguard
against abuse by future govern-

ments and bodies like ASIO,
once the system is set up. In
Britain, bosses use similar 1D
numbers on workers’ “cards” to
blacklist union militants.

OHN Howard has opposed

the ID card, but not on any
point of principle. In 1979, he
supported a similar scheme in
the Fraser Cabinet.

Howards opposition arises
from the extra bureaucracy in
volved in 1D cards, and the onus
they place on employers to check
their employees. But while the
threat of a double dissolution
over ID cards was handy for
Howard in pulling the coalition
together, he did not want to go
to the polls with the Opposition
in such disarray

The Opposition crisis stems
directly from Labor’s capture of
the middle ground

©On the ane hand, the Liberal
“wels” want to contest the
middle ground with La
Hence the bust-up over the Eg
Opportunity legislation, with
Senator Peter Baume resigning
from the front bench and arch-
“wel” lan MacPhee making sure
he missed the vote

On the other hand, Howard’s
“dries” want 1o take the pary
further right. To aveid more
splits with the Nationals, they
opposed the legislation, despite
the obvious loss of women's votes

504 according to ane poll.

Much of the ruling class likes
Howard s direction. His problem
his “image”. Ironically, he is a
victim of the TV electioneering

thatis meant to favour the parties
of the rich

Like Richard Nixon, Howard
looks as though he was born
With a bricfcase in his hand.
Worse, he appears weak. He has
dithered over tax policy, and last
month made aJame promise of a
referendum Lo ban compulsory
umonism, (Right wing employers
dont mind the ban, it is the
referendum they object to.)

Howard has neither Reagan's
folksiness nor Thatcher’s arro-
gance, so useful for selling
rightwing policies when you lack
Labor’s pull with the unions

That alone makes Andrew
Peacock look s good 1o Liberal
s. He may be a Toorak
et”, a failure last time
and a foulmouthed
toady when Jeff Kennett rings
him up ta grumble. But in the
absence of anything hetter, his
vaguely patncian air appeals ta
the Liberal ranks. Little wonder
that New Right heavies Andrew
Hayand John Elliott are angling
10 get onto the Liberal front-
bench, with such a leadership
vacuum,

ONTESTING the rightwing

ground with Howard has
been Joh Bjelke Petersen, who
has both folksiness and arro-
gance.

Fortunately, his campaign has
run aground for the moment.
The press was nol convineed by
his Mat tax proposal, and cam-
paigned sharply against it. Ina
week, he fell 6% in the polls

His backers' §250,000 pro-
motion of placing 1wo million
“Joh for PM”bumper stickersin
the daily papers was a .uamc.
Searcely a sticker is visible m
Sydney or Melbourne, and 2500
were reputedly sent back without
postage

Tis CARD WL STOP Bl TAX
RACKETEELS

Prospective backers in other
states began to run a mile. When
this writer rang John Kroper of
Abbey Rents, reported arganiser
of an elite Melhourne husiness
dinner for Joh, his business
partner announced that Kroger
now wanted nothing 1o do with
the Joh campaign.

Bjelke Pelersen compounded
his problems by only half-
campaigning in the MNorthern
Territory and in the Central
Gippsland hyelection, hoping to
avoid the blame il the Nationals
lost. They lost by even more
than cxpected, and he was
blamed anyhow

Central Gippsland was re-
vealing for another reason. In a

mainly bush electorate of
120,000, the Nationals could only
produce an unchecked new
member as candidate, whom they
promptly had to sack, Their
replacement was another new
member who phoned in over-
night Lo volunteer to stand

It showed just how few
activists — as opposed (0 paper
members — the major parties
really have. Food for thought
for left-wingers who disdain to
join revolutionary groups
because they are “too small”™.

Bjelke’s meteoric rise in the
polls did show, however, 1he
desire of a significant, normally

“apolitical” minority of workers
fora radical shake-up 1o palitics.
1t was typified by one building
warker wha told this writer that
Joh would make a good PM

Two minutes later, he was saying.

that Norm Gallagher would be a

good PM too. -

Genuine lefiwing politics,
however, does not revolve
around personalities but around
mass struggle. The posing of that
radical alternative depends on

the revolutionary left, and
whether it grows hefore the Ugly
Right does.

— Ken Sievens
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INT

ADISTS apart, television
viewers must be getting
tired of Lebanon.

For half a decade now we have
seen endless scenes of strife from
that country, and while some-
times you can understand it and
take sides, at other times il scems
sheer madness.

And certainly there is a lot of
pointless hloodshed. Yet the
country’s problems arisc out of
its history, and the main culprits
are not the young militia fighters
we see on TV.

Lebanon belongs to a region
once known loosely as Greater
Syria. Afterthe first World War,
Britainand France seized control
of it After the second World
War, two entirely artificial states
were carved oul of the region
along the Mediterranean

The racist state of Isracl was
created through the expulsion of
the Palestinians — with the
backing of both US and Russian
imperiaksm. And to Israel'snorth
thestatcof Lebanon was created,
a little country where the pro-
western Maranite Christians
could be sel up as the ruling
group. Maronite dominance was
enshrined in the constitution,

and the Muslim and Druze
communities became subject
populations.

AL the botiom of the heap
were a mass of Palestinian
refugees, whose numbers were
swelled anew after the 1967 war
between Israel and the Arab
states.

When the Muslims and Druze
[ought to redress thissituation in
1958, US president Fisenhower
senl in the marines (o keep them
in their place,

But the Muslim population
Erew more rapidly than the
Maronites, and Pressure grew for
politicalchange. Then, after 1970
when the Palestinian guerilla
alﬂmvitm driven out of Jordan

s in Lebanon.

Young people in the refy
camps of Wes il
ips of West Beirut, the south-

€N towns and Tripoli
it mipoli flocked to

BET\"EEZN the growing
= Muslim Population and the
twing Palestinians, it was clear
that the Maranite rulers were in
dn.n_ger of losing power, The:
decided to launch y prﬂmptiby
strike against their rivals, §
Il;}gm resulting war of
ol I-}"):{ch. Losignificant defcats
ol ascist Maronite miliia
4 Fl“(]aa the Phalange. With
diaie Mw: EHINE in on the side
ek uslims and Druze, it
ol b: radical govenrmeny
stablished. But at this
POINL Syria sent its army into
Lebanon and restored order.

RNATIONAL
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Beirut: chaos after another car-bom bing

Lebanon: The
meddlers in
the madness

The Syrians’ main ohjective

Wwis Lo contain the growing pe
of the Palestinians. Even s
through a policy of clever
alliances, the Palestinian forces
managed to establish a virtual
government in West Beirut and
South Lebanon with the Muslims
and Druze as allies,
. The situation was far from
ideal. The country was frag
mented, the fascist Phalange still
controlled large arcas, and the
Palestinians themselves were
Euilty of some abuses against the
\1un|!rm especially the Shi‘ite
Muslims. Still, for most peaple
life was tolerable and there was
some stahility

The country was plunged into
the abyss by the Isracli invasion
ol 1982, Tel Aviv’s troops moved
in to drive the Palestinians from

South Lebanon. There followed
the brutal siege of Beirut, in
whichthe PLO fought heroical
with the help of the Shi‘ite militia
Amal, but cventually had to
Evacuate the city

I N THE years since, no single
fmlce has been able to impose
s will. Amal appeared for o
time to be emerging as the
dominant militia, but it now
seems elear tha its strength has
heen over-rated.

Amal leader Nabih Berri is no
revolutionary. He is a moderate
Whao wants to achieve an accom-
modation between richer
Muslims and the remnants of
the old elite. Yet the mass of the
empoverished Shi'ite population
need radical change. As they
discover that Amal has no

-

1982 invasion: a key cause of the turmg

intention of f:g_hllng for it
im- beginming £0 tum to the
ranian Party of G,
) O
lah). ol
Berri has bee i
i I aANnKious g
the Palestinians from |rg,ﬂmr
a loothold in the L‘Huntr\'m]“p
SUPIess the PLO, he hiagyapg
‘-\m.ll fighters to lay SIERE 1o lhﬂ
3, 3 E
refugee camps j;
utterly ruthless fashion, How 'y :
1 7
the PLO has thus fay pm\cuc'
match for | 5
I

he pro.
Hcchm.

alestinian

Lebanon than they have claimed

In fact, the larger part of the

commando actions which cop-

vinced lsrael to get out were fhe

work of the lefiwing Communig
lactions and the Palestinians,

Maost recently, militia of the

e Socialist Pargy

15 based maostly amo Ethe

Druze, have dealt Amal some

IPS came
1

calm. But the
country’s agony is far from over,
because the people who have
caused all the problems are all
still th

T'h Il state 15 just as
racist and it refuses Lo
allow the Palestinian refug

n sending its
1 Lebanon to attack
them. The Palestinians quite
sist. Until

l.ebanon

ns have their own
trol Lebanon, and
are just as
cstinians

own
rush the [
h the Israelis and, less directly,

the Syrians arc backed by the
United States and Western
Europ:

A solution to the Lebancse
nightmare could only become

possible if at least one of these

reactionary forces w
Yetit should b:
that none of the various militias
is anywhere near capable of
ting the Syrians or the
Israelis

The only force that could do
that is the working class of the

smas|
obvious by now

region. Syria has faced more
1 one internal revolt, and the
weight of Arab workers i

steadily growing within Israel’s
borders
Unfortunately
ificant [orce in Leb
Syria or Israel which is serious
about organising the working
class for socialist revolution
Richard Emerson

there is no

they

Eme—
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Students go into battle against

the fee

LABOR'S reintroduetion of
fees for tertiary education has
prompted the reaction it
deserves, with a wave of
protests last month on cam-
puses around Australia.
Students on several campuses
refusing to the $3250
administration fee”, with the
boycott being strol at Curtin
(formerly WA Institute of Tech
1000 students

nol ), where
have joined it
Simultancous marches oc
cured in Sydney and Brisbane,
with a total of IE arrests.
Education Minister Susan Rvan,

in a bizarre attack on the
marchers, blamed Liberal
students demonstrations.

First she brings in Liberal-style
policies to roll back Gough
Whitlam's one lasting reform
now she says that the people
fighting back must be Liberals
Incredible!

sFrom SYDNEY, scene of the
most dramatic action, Martin
Hirst reports:
The Sydney rally was esti-
6,000 by the Sydmey
fel, and 1 didnt
hanner among

hem
What 1 did see was a lot of
angry students who were fed up
with the way Labor has re-
introduced the class-biased
no pay, no play” to

education
Organisers had worked ha
10 get the big turn-out, and it was

group
achieve when the mood s right.

The rally was large and noisy,
and a four hour occupation by
hundreds of students from the
rally of four floors of the
Education Department offices
finally forced Susan Ryan to
respond. By telephone, she
offered 1o meet a delegation live
days later

Then the police moved in 1o
clear the building, several of
them kickingand punching. One
student was taken off to a paddy
wagon with bloed pouring from
a head wound

Late in the evening, the police
pushed and shoved th ccrowd 50
metres up  sleep narrow lancway
prior to moving out the paddy
wagon. This was quite unneces-
sary, as the van was able Lo move
forward without going near the
demaonstrators. The police were
clearly spoiling for a fight, and

T
Melbourne Uni students harangue New Rightist Andrew Hay over fees

took the opportunity to make
They did not

numbers
w blows 10

five more arrests.

b
® In BRISBANE, the march
came a week after Queensland
University students held a sit-in
in their administration building,
demanding non-collection of the
fee. Carole Ferrier reports:
Chanting " Education for all,
not just the rich!”, eral
hundred marchers occupied the
Commonwealth Education buil:
ding. Inside, we demanded to see
the Director, and told him we
wanted repeal of the legislation,
return of students’ $250, and
payment to universities of w hat
educted from their budgets
Socialist Action members
sed for extending t
. but the vote was Lo g0

wasd

ar oecu-
pation.
down again and march through
the city. The mood was stll
militant, and marchers took over
the street a couple of times. Four
were arrested, and three more of
us given summans (2 police tactic
to play down harassment in front
of the cameras).

At Queensland University,
Registrar Douglas Porter says
$3 million of the exp 4
million in fees has been paid so
far. The remaining §1 million is
partly fees not paid by boycotting
students, and pantly fees expected
from many part-time, mature
age Or women students whose
financial problems have stopped
{hem enrolling this year. So much
for Labor's claim that the fee is
only being levied on those who
can afford it

The Administration is waving
the big stick, saying that students
not paid up by March 27 will be
excluded. This is despite an
undertaking to the student union
president and secretary that the
deadline would be extended at
least two weeks.

But this concession came when
we were threatening a second
occupation of the administration
ding — which wasthen called
off. Readers can draw the moral
for themselves.

Some staff are moving (slowly)
to support the students. The
Academic Staff Association 15
askingthe Uum\mndl'nnursil)
Senate for boycotting students
{0 get a “result withheld™ rather
than a “fail” mark.

The state government, for its
own cynical reasons, has not
yel gazetted the legislation
necessary for the fee. S0 legally,
no student should have had to
pay yet

#ln CANBERRA, almost 400
angry students rallied against
Senalor Susan Ryan when alhv
rencged on her agreement with
Sydney students to meet a
delegation.

Two busloads of students had
travelled from Sydney to meet
Ryan. But she refused 1o meet
|hcm_cl.nnunglhn had changed
the size and the agenda of the
meeting. Th
had joined
<tudents that had been &
coingide with their meet

FLBOURNE, 2 rally of
b ee students at Mel-

ersity \marched into
a lecture being RIven L

500 anti-
bourne Un!

___—-—-F__

¢ Sydney studenis
a rally of Canberra
led 10

Right figure Andrew Hay.

Hay, a puest of the Liberal
Club, is & well-known supporter
of prvatisation. Challenged by
demonstrators, he advocated
private univerities run for profit,
full fees, and token government
“scholarships™ for the needy. (He
still regards the most elite
working-classstudentsasa good
investment, it seems.)

When angry demonstrators
howled him down for a good ten
minutes, 100 Liberals present
began chanting “Free speech!”
{evidently unaware that it has
already been privatised by
Rupert Murdoch).

The protesters drowned them
out with acounter-chant of * Free
educaiion”, and the lecture
ended in chaos. An obviously-
rattled Hay adjourned ta sooth
his nerves under heavy guard at
the University Club

Al Latrohe University, stu-
dents boyeotting the fee have
adopted a proposal by Socialist

Action members which should

lead Lo a sit-in gacly this month.

The administration has heen
refusing lo accept the general
services fee, a student umon fee,
from students unless it is accom=
panicd by 250, Students
intend to enter the administras
tion building demanding to pay
the general services fec alone,
and 1o remain there until the
university accepts their money.

The wave of student protest
around Australia has already
forced Labor to deny rumours

(hat it intends doubling the !IISII

fee next year. With sustained

direct action, the fee can be
defeated altogether.
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No benefits for scabs

How shauld the organised
working class handle non-
jonists? Your comment on

e

the Hein discrimination cas

(Car's Eye, March) gives &

partly misleading answer. [}
“ngsolution”, you say, Lo argue
that non-unionists_should be
denied union benefils because
this would create a “serious
division” in the working class
and encourage the growth of
non-union “contract” employ-
ment.

It may be plausible to oppose
the strategy of denial of union
gains 1o non-unionists where
this would create widespread

:Ilip. However, where non-
unionists are few, the tactic is
maore effective than damaging
in building union membership

In all cases, the moral
argument of the denial principle
is justifiable. As one militant
union colleague putit, “ffscabs
wani ta paddie their awn canoe,
why should we provide the
aars?'. Unions are about
producing and sharing benefits
for the many a type of
elementary, paid-holidays-and-
eompo communism, This moral
appeal is strong and occasion-
ally effective

Supporting the non-division

of the working class does not
automatically take precedence
over union defence of the
organised majority of it. It has
been argued by some that
supporting the “right” of non-
unionists to union gains should
be extended 1o representing
them over their workplace
grievances and even supporting
their “right” to work during a
strike. But there should be no
{union) rights without ({union
membership) duties.

The best answer to the
problem of union/non-union
division is, as you say, strong
unions. It is easier to isolate
scabs if unions promote united,
militant action, under
democratic contral of the rank
and file, to win substantial
benefits. This also develops the
taste for the robust flavour of
workers’ power instead of the
“contract” junk food that the
bosses would feed the scab.

PHIL SHANNON
Narrabundah, ACT

Robe uncool for bosses
Martin Hirst's comments
(Readers Write, March) on
Robe River suggest that there is
only one option for the ruling
class in facing Australia's
ecanomic crisis, that of the New
Right. He adds thai it is only a
matter of time before all

L e e
SOCIALIST ACTION welcomes latters from rea,

try to keep them under 300 words. "ddre; lers, P
pondance to P.O. Box 274, Brunswick, Vic. 3056

loass
S all corrgg.

B T

employers adopt their con-
frontationist methods.

However he ignores two
important facts.

Firstly, there are economic
costs in confrontation. Not all
companies have the financial
resources 10 take the risk of
confrontation where they are
not guaranteed success. If you
look at previous New Right
“sucecesses” like SEQEB or
Mudginberri, then you are
looking at either the backing of
the State or fundraising to the
tune of hundreds of thousands
of dollars.

Secondly, the ALP-ACTU

system) is
hosses
interests. The agreement has
held down wages and cut condi
tions while restoring profit
levels, allowing restructuring
and rationalisation, with little
fightback from the unions

And because it is working in
their interests, the majority of
the ruling cl support this
option. There is no need for
them to adopt the tactics
New Right.

Turning to something no less
important, female stereo-
lypes

My first reaction to Ch
Shots' comment on Barbig JI::M
measurements was *gq what
did you expect™ Stereoty,
only work because th:s
approximate reality, 8p whz
should we be surprised that il
Barbie Daoll figure doe 3
that

My ond reaction was
“What is the point of this? Are
you saying dolls shouldn'y
reflect reality? After all, there
arc women with thoge
Measurements, just as there are

S Just

won who don't fit that con-
figuration. Or are you saying
women shouldn't have this sory
of figure?

The fact is that the comment
says nothing,

15 not the Barbie
ments but the fact
r sort of figure is pro-
as the only one
blc, ie. hers is the
pe that most women are
=d into striving for. And
socialisation that
1alists should be aiming 1o
bat, not the production ofa
that actually looks like
¢ women do

LIZ ROSS.

Brunswick, Vic.

et

Can you identify this US picket

sk whe's bust

unveiled last month ~ Am
In his birthplace of
Victorian border. dev;

astating cyclone were

It lasted less than a 1000 bibles.

delaced by irate |ocals
As Sir Les Patlerson

Bagely observes, Bob

Hawke is living proot of

!:thanismawhen youleave
It oul of the fri
it idge too mes

Pick the picket no. 1

RP
a‘moPUI..‘m|'rw,, U SEFUL gifts

relief supplies airlified to
Borderiown, on the SA-  Vanualu after February's

week belore being At least they'll know
who 1o blame now

= spokesman
x oA lo see a jai
A Hilf.
] cond
thirst.

® Of the Rus

Fort De
us fro

1 the

of Bri

line? (Answer p.12)

Start World

department..
ong the emergency

are altering

UEENSLAND'S

Life.”
slale government

what happens (o mol

o is “A Stronger HE M

¢ or AS
Slate: A Betler Lite TBuIIdEFS Aluuc}rMEig:
af Viclgria had wwjy
veleran Colone| gj;

ut subversive ele-
s disagres. Two

Prisoner-of-war style jail with |
oning and if they get out they die

® Of capitalist ethi

sh Vegetar]
beefburgers:

lemperatures will bo fow 4

© Of Reagan’s long sllancehuc::z
press aide Marlin Fitzwaller:
faryngitis. ‘He js j
his personal styfs

sirokes of a pen, and the:

Slrm!ger Slale: A Bitler

GREAT explanations...
® Of how lo solve

on police Ted Pickering: “We'd
il about 100 mifes west of Brol

ssian naval threat in the Pacific, b
NSW premier Barrie Unsworth: * Take a look Yr
enison. Our forefathers built it t

0 pro
Tsarist fieet, " i

War Three in the
anyhow,

oy
i to “p
Railway Rey
month.

juvenile crime, by NSW Liberal

s, by Roger Turner, a trustee
i an Society caught selling
usiness is business. You've go
to give the public what it wants, s
*® Ofthe process of r
“Bulcher of Soweto"
Swanepoel 16 Desmond T,
and 'l get you a
you out feet first.”
® Of how the “nuclear wi o
winter
minimised, by US professor Ge

eform in South Africa, by the
Brigadier Theuns
utu: “ got you once
gain. This tima they will carry

elfect can be
orge Rathjens:
cold months, as

r Conlragale, by
“He does not have
N excellent health. That's Jjust

Edward Dunlop address
them on “The Burma
d"” last

The building bosses
Couldn’t be contem- bulb?
plating a similar slave
labour projeet for BLF
members, could they?

e

-t
ct

ESTRAINT, Penl-
agon-style...the US

Air Force spent
$US42,000 lasl year
keeping George Bush's
jet stocked wilh playing
cards bearing the vice-
presidential seal,

ATEST Conlragate
joke: How many
White House aides does
it take to change a light

Answer: None, Ronald
Reagan prefersto be kept
in the dark
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Palm Sunday, April 12, sees another round of mass an
GRAHAM WILLETT recalls Australia's most succes;

movement, and its implications for today.

Vietnam: The anti-war
ampaign that won

QOVEMBER 11 seems to be a fate-
ful date in Australian politics.

On that day in 1964, Liberal PM Robert
Menzies reintroduced eonscription for
military service. Six months later, he sent
Australian troops to Vietnam. Those two
decisions reshaped the face of Australian
politics, possibly forever

The struggl nst conseription and the
war in V mobilized hundreds of
thousands of s into
the biggest tical movement in Australia

since the 1930s. It rewrote the rules of
political protest in this country. And it
ieration of political
e revolutionary left,
11 but destroyed during the

t did mot spring up spon-
|ly-fledged. Nor, contrary to
ay’s mythology, did it eventually win just
by mobilising middle-class opinion inta
1 i more respectable pe
t by activists who w

against the tide and, in the
dopt revolutionary policies.

case of many,

ITHIN two weeks of Menzies'

announcing conscription, activists
from the Congress for International Co-
operation and Disarmament, an established
peace group, drew 600 people io a meeting at
Sydney Town Hall.

This ting set up the Youth Camps
Agair onscription (YCAC) to fight t
draft. During 1965 and 1966, YCA
participated in all major protest events, and
led a growing movement. Although young,
many had had political experience in the
ALP or t Eurcka Youth League, the
Communist Party’s youth wing,

In these initial years AC remained
closely tied to ALP policy and tactics

Policy was not a serious problem. Labor

o D ™,

ti-nuclear m;
sful anti-war

arches throughout Australia,
movement, the Vietnam War

Early defiance: Sydney prolesiors biock President Lyndan Johnson's car

leader Arthur Calwell was bitterly hostileto
the war and conscription, and promised 10
bring the conscripts homeassoon as he was
PM. Regular troops, he said, would come
back after consultation with the
held to this policy right up ol
1966 clection

Being tied to ALP tactics, though, was &
problem. YCAC was cssentially a protest
organisation. It believed that il It demon-
strated and argued londly enough, It could
rally existing opposition, convert the unsurc
and turn all this feeling into votes for Labor

In reality, Cold War ideology sull
dominated Australia. Most volers (who
were over 21 and not Imt\\cmhccnnsuinplcﬂl
supported the war and the draft, Even ifa

majority opposed sending conser p!\:ih‘grl‘l:
y eas. This became [ Wil
Libera in November

Liberals’ landslide victory 1n A«
1966, and had a cataclysmic effect

movement

on the

i ot
NITIALLY, though, this wes 1
Iobriuus. Throughout 1965 and 1966,

at were springing.
AC and other groups thi o itant

YC €
up were very active, and even quite

On A

Barely a week passed
taking to the streets in m ,
sitdowns — at a time when slﬂ‘a‘fc,'l'.;'l"ms_
were far more outrageous Lh;ﬂrl‘ :m)-c\enl-‘
held teach-ins and conferences. = t:e 2 e
involved just a dozen I‘E"F_'”’; bigest
hundreds and even mu_usands e
protest was a march of 6000 W

without agtivists
arches, vigils and

___._-—‘v_

troops shipped out in May 1965

In February 1966, YCAC members
burned draft papers. In March, they dis-
rupted Melbourne’s Maoomba with a sit=in.
Every call-up had its protest. During the
election campaign, hecklers shouted down
Liberal PM Harold Holt repeatedly

The point of all this was to win votes for
Labor, and in that it was a dismal failure.
Labor lost the 1966 election by a record

gin. g
mal[:bor'.\ right wing drew the ohvious
conclusion and, when Gough Whitlam re-
placed Calwell, junked the anti-war policy
Whitlam would not even promise Lo bring
& conscripls.

m?;: r::ud at mtppullb and withinthe ALP,
many YCAC activists were demoralised.
Some gave up entirely, some followed Labar
1o the nght. Others wanted to fight on, but
were uncertain how to do so.

S IN 1964, it was 2 relatively small
Agmup of leftwing activists who found
forward.
Ihel:;:‘:]\' 1967, the Monash Labour Club
decided 1o collect money on cdmpus_:md
send it to the National Liberation Front
(NLF)in Vietnam — 10 “ihe encmy .
The RSL. the Young Liberals and Gough
Whitlam were outraged The university a_d;
ministration lried to intervene, but fwd
stopped by 1000 students who met to defent
he club's right to collect
' ‘.T;u- Labour Club, a group of iltﬂg
activists, mostly aligned to Maoism, hal
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succeeded not anly in reviving the debate
around the war, bt in shifting it dramatical-
Iy to the left.

For the first time, 8 group was not
arguing the essentially pacifist p i
“Troops Out”, but taking the revolutionary
stance of campaigning for the defeat of its
own ruling classs imperialism. Suddenly,
the “Troops Out” position seemed almost

moderate.

“Fhis shift did not occur in a vacuum. The
wave of activity in 1964-66 did not only
rmobilise thousands; it radicalised many of
them. Onlya month before the election, when
the ALP was calling for calm, thousands
protested against US President Lyndon
Johnson's visit, and were brutally attacked
by police for their trouble.

The call-up, the war, the continual attacks
by police and the press on protestors — all
of these drove a substantial minority in the
movement towards a very radical idea. The
institutions of capitalist society were not
neutral; they had 1o be challenged, even

When the ALP abandoned the
movement, these people were ready to take
up the way forward offered by the left.

THE AID to the NLF Campaign replaced
the old idea of merely protesting about
the war with a new, more revolutionary
strategy. 4

As one Labour Club activist wrote:

“We fell it was vital 1o make peaple turn away

from holding demonstrations to convince

each other about how bad the war is and
towards effective action to end it.”

The Aid tothe NLF Campaign could not
end lh:\war. of course. But its politics broke
the logjam for those who opposed it, yet
wtreparalyscd by the ALP's retreat and the
seemingly unshakable hostility of public
apinion.

The warand eonseription, the left argued
could be stopped outside parliament and
against the existing will of the majority, if a
movement could be built to d'i'srupf‘(il:

SUBSCRIBE TO
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government's ability to wage the war.

Such a strategy was o prove far from
crazy. Draft resisters had some real successes
in disrupting conseription. Militant sections
of the working elass — the group in saciety
that had the power ta really wreek the war
effort — took upthe struggle. And the social
disruption stemming from the war was
enormous: the campuses were in constant
revolt, and movements for women's libera-
tion and gay liberation grew rapidly out of
the radical ferment.

RAFT resistance began, more or less

spontaneously, in 1967, following the
example of Bill White, who was jailed just
before the 1966 election.

At first, it involved a scattered handful of
men opposed to eonsciplion for vanous
reasons: moral and pacifist as well as anti-
ampenalist.

In early 1968, the Draft Resisters
Movement formed in Melbournc. It saw
itself as part of the anti-war movement's
radical wing, less concerned with protesting
about the war and conscription than with
stopping th It wrote:

“The Dra isters Mavement has not been
formed 10 ase conscription, it has been
formed 1o wreck it Weare opposed tothe war
in Vietnam [and will] resist by all available
means.

Its first task was to build its numbers and
influence. In February 1968, four members
chained themselves to the gates of
Melbourne's Swan St Barracks, surrounded
by 50 supporters

By 1969, eft of the anti-war movement
was right behind them. Conscription intakes
were confronted by big rallies, pickets and
sit-ins. Demonstrators ransacked the
National Service office in Adelaide
occupied Defence offices in Newcastle, and
sat in at Sydney University's regimental
parade. y

Hundreds were arrested, and still the
movement grew. By 1970, Draft Resisters
IJmom operated inallstates. They aimed at
setting up an effective underground and
sufficient draft sanctuanies™. They wanted to
challenge not onlythe government's rightto
conscript, but its abilify to do so, through
mass draft resistance and evasion, 2

Y LATE 1970, a network of ¢
) ontacts
and safe houses was organised, Only a

small minority of the hy

resisters actually went nnd:rdmd" it
14 by the end of 1972 — but ¢
government enormous
making daring public
defying arrest.

ground — just
hey caused the
embarrassment by
Appearances and
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isters appeared at the 197
I m march to address the crowd of
80,000. Five thousand people marched with
them to Melbourne University where they

slipped aw rom the police,

In 1971, Federal Attorney-General Ivor
Greer 1was humiliated by being brought
face ot rstate TV monitor) with

i sister on the ABC's This Day
Tonight for a surprise debate. The next
year, when Mike Matteson was arrested in

Sydney, students surrounded him and the
police, cut his handcuffs with bolt-cutters,
and spirited him away

Such acts, and the police’s inability 1o

crack the unc ound, encouraged mass
defiance of the draft. By 1972, an estimated
(00 quietly refused to register,
500 public non-compliers.
t offered “civilian” servies
ad of military, to no avail

By the time the ALP was elected, there
tion of maintaining the draft or
Keeping resisters in jail. The draft resistance
campaign had secn to that,

UT IF the draft resisters had under-
nined conscription, it was only the
mass, organised power of the working class
that could have wrecked it. The production
of war materials, the shipping of troops and
supplies to Vietnam, the processing of draft
registrations — all these were carried out by
workers.

Mo T B et

TION

WEEKLY
MEETINGS
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Inthe late 1960s, wor king class struggle in
Australia recovered from its slump in the
fifties. As well as waging re traditional
pattles over pay and conditions, many
unionists were prepared Lo protest and even
disrupt the war clfort

Union protest first occurred in 1963
During the demonstrations a, inst sending
the first troops overseas, 25,000 wharfies
struck in Melbourne and 500 picketed the
US consulate in Brishane

1

The ACTU “strongly oppased” the war
and supported the demonstrations. But 1t
voted against the Waterside Workers
Federation call for a strike, and for the

duration of the war opposed any industrial
action that would disrupt the war effort.

The Seamen’ i the ACTU in
1966 and refused to crew the Bd »and
Jeparit, which were carrying war supplies to
Victnam

The union was cventually forced to crew
the Boonaroo, only, it said, “because we
were isolate {fany of the former crew
turned up to protest when it sailed. The
Jeparit could not find cnough crew at
Newcastle because of the ban, and had to
recruit in Sydney before it could sail

Six months later, the Boonaroo Was
banned again when the crew found bombs
on board. Crew and union meetings defied
ACTU orders to lift the ban. In the end, the
Navy took over the ship and sailed it with
military personncl

By 1969, the anli-war maovemeni was
having & deep impact on society. Union
struggle, too, had reached new heights with
the near-general strike which smashed the
anti=strike “penal powers™.

When metalworkers' leader Laurie
Carmichael was arrested at an anti-con-
scription rally, not only his own members
struck. Five hundred unionists at
Melbournes Navy Dockyards and 700
meatworl lso walked ou

Reflecting the rank-and-file union feeling
against the war, a meeling of over 200
Melbourne shop stewards from 30 unions
issued a call for draft resistance and mutiny

“This meeling ... issues a call to all young

workers to refuse to regisier and refuse 1o

comply with the National Service Act, We

encourage those young men g
scripted 10 refuse Lo ueémpl m‘elj:a\d: (f‘“-
their conscience and those in v.cmamm"
down their arms in mutiny agains lh{hei,muz
barbarism perpetuated in our name ™

The ACTU, under its new “lefiing®
president Bob Hawke, was funious 3

The divisions in the union movemeny
opened up over the 1970 Moratoriym
Many unions fell in behind it, with smp;
works, marches to the rally, and collections
In Brishane, the Trades & Labour Council
set up a committee 10 “foster support” and
authorised stopworks. A minority of unions
worked against this policy.

In Melbourne, the situation was reversed,
The Trades Hall criticised the Moratorium,
while about 30 “rebel unions” held stop-
works and their own defiant march to the
mass rally.

NIONISTS' role in the anti-war

movement was important, but the
working class never actually took the lead.
That remained divided between campus-
based radicals, and more moderate middle-
class elements around the ALF,

So the movement never had the social
weight to carry out the left’s aim of wrecking
the war effort. What, then, was its precise
contribution when the Liberals began with-
drawing troops along with their American
mentors?

tainly, the NLF and North Vietnam
had fought the US allies to a standstill on
the battlefield. Buta vocal factioninthe US
ruling class wanted to break the stalemate
by using “limited” nuclear weapons. And it
was not fear of Russian retaliation that
stopped Washington doing this. Russia had
alrcady accepted years of massive con-
ventional bombing of North Vietnam;
indeed, had embarked on the process of
detente meanwhile

The anti-war movement in the US and
Australia can take much of the credit for the
decision to scale down rather than escalate
1t had caused so much social disruption that
nuclear escalation simply was not worth the
price that Washington and Canberra would
pay at home. lts militancy and persisience,
far from alicnating people, had turned a
popular war nto an unpopular one.

The key to the movement's success Was
not, as so many believe today, justits big but
relatively moderate Moratonum marches.
Recent peace marches in Australia have
been iwice the size of the biggest
Moratoriums. But their low political content
has allowed governments {0 ignore them.

What made the Vietnam movement 50
threatening to the system Was s re-
volutionary content. Not only was it drawing
people in, but there was & sizeable 18-
volutionary current that was shifting ‘h‘":
leftwards, Even Dr Jim Cairns, the 0n¢ /\i.ll
politician who successfully rode the move-
ment, felt the need to make (hreats that the
next Moratorium march will have to
consider occupying company offices”™ 10

ntain his credentials. 7
md‘;his revolutionary current, which Inoked
to defiance of the ruling class, mls‘"mI
ruption and workers' power n;.i‘lfl:rcnce
mere protest, was the vital i
httweenlhe\'lelllammuvrmll!llm“ ¥

ntil that current can be
peace movement. Until 1l remain
recreated, today's peace marches WEE

o ————e
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for sociallsm: the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucralic class societies, and have
nothing in comman with real socialism

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutlonaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruplcy of attempts to tinker with the
exisling capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road fo socialism, Their state is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed,

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working ¢lass cannol make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work 10 build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
thestruggles being waged onthe joband
around social protest issues. Tomarrow
we must create a mass workers’ party to
\ead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are Internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
siluggwYorSch:\alisrrlknowsnﬁﬂalmnal
barriers, A socialist revolution cannol
survive within asingle country. it must be
snreadIoothercaumriesonlw-l!falI.For
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we oppase
measures like protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against
others.

Liberation from Oppression

ight for liberation and against the
\o'?p:;ssmn of women, blacks, migranis
and gays. All of these forms of op-
pression are used to divide the working
Glass. Thefightagainst them isan essen-
tial part of building a united revolution-
ary movement. They can only be ended
through ending capitalism and building
socialism.

Socialist Action
! d
re for Soclallst Action. It's no goos
r:;l.lalking “about the world: the point is
to change it Marxist theory and pro-
agandaaré only meaningful if theyarea
Dmda \o action. In the unions, sochal
i § d wherever pe_ul;?\? :::
for a better world, socialisis
}:?:'v:':?mii of the fight. I that's where
you want 1o be, join us today!

plocked at the same logjam that Vietnam
activists faced precisely 20 years ago-

___#__.
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Action on
the campuses

WITH universities resuming last
‘month, Socialist Action's student
members have been aclive in the
campus upsurge agains! lees.

Al Queensland Uni, our
members were heavily involved
in the occupation of the
adminisiralion building, and the
subsequen! march through
Brisbane and sil-in at the
Education Department offices.

Our newly-formed sludent club
also put on well-attended falks by
interstate activists on "Gay
Liberation” and “Justice Under
Capitalism’.

In Melbourne, our student club
al Latrobe Uni has been taking
part in the fees boycott. Our
members ha successfully
jproposed sif-in action for early
this month.

At both Latrobe and Monash,
we held a lunchtime talk on the
basic arguments for socialism,
entilled “Socialism Versus
Capitalism". We got an especially
good response al Monash, with
five sludents signing up for our
new club there,

This month, both campus clubs
are planning lalks on “Women's
Liberation and Socialism”, while
al Melbourne University we will
debate the Liberal Club on “The
Future: Capitalism or Socialism?"

Al ANU in Canberra, Socialist
Aclion members participated in
lllerg\ly against Susan Ayan, and
published a leaflet campaigning
against the fee.

Palm Sunday

SOCIALIST Action members will

be marching in the Palm Sunday

demonsirations on April 12, If

.:Im:m:up?n a militant, socialist
on disarmament,

march with us. e

*Melbiourne — Youth rally, 12
Parliameni House Milnr;\lv.Tapul:

J2Ppmsite Prince Henry's Hosplial
‘I:‘;:;.eg- — Youlh rally, 1 pm, Civic
YoulhCate. Mainrally, 2 pm, Regaily

*Sydney —1.30 pm, Hyde P,
A .. , ark.
#Brisbane — 11 am, Roma St Forym,

Canberra

CANBERRA bra
month feature
Tllu_ Sides of
{April 8), “The |,
(Rpril 16),
Capitalism
(A;nl 23).
eelings are 6 pm in the AN
Enlnn Board Room, So:.‘m‘{:
ction readers are welcome.

Melbourne

MELBOURNE bran;
ich
umm inthe Lincoln Hnlel,bo'::;-wr
nsberry St and Cardigan 51
Meelings are still al
on Mondays,

nch meelings this
talks on “Korea:
the Same Coin"
an-Iraq Gulf War
and “Russia: Siate
and Marxist Thegry"

INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

Pay battles erupt in
building indust

THE VICTORIAN Em- Y
ployers Federation has called i

it an “ind ial bar-room
brawl™ T is an exapgera-
tion, but the number of dif-

The 4000-syygp,

ydney ra)
at Arp| lrnlln.r'w

ferent wage campaigns goin
“on in the building industry i
a sign of the time:

The plumbers’

involved selective (but effective]
Perth and the ACT

Until now, the
union has fclt stror
gont alone. But the s
changed. Employers ar
ning Lo invoke t

plumbers

used since the near-genera

following the jailing
O'Shea in 1969,
Officials of other unions now
recognise a thr ) all, and
have made publ
support for the plumbers. M
imporiantly, rank and file build-
ing workers are incr
ready Lo respond, As
penter shop steward told
Sacialist Action, “The p hers
are showing the way. I 1
any of them end up ir
should go on strike”
Quite scparately, the B!
and FEDFA have rec
lodged a claim for 55
ludes $20 severance pay. In
anindustry dominated by
lahour, se

of Clarrie

asingly

ual
I rance pay could be
imporiant as a way of tiding
warkers unavoidable
periods of unemployment. But
rank and filers point out that it
must be with no strings attack
“Severance pay can be used like
o gaod behaviour hond. The
Bass can say, 'If you're no
fittle bays I don't have 1o gi
You your severance pay

over

The claim does notinclude the
36 hour week, & major issuc for
more than four years. For many
workers, shorter hours are more
mportant than a pay rise

Perth building workers and
Melbourne crane drivers have
starfed bans. But so far this
appears 1o have heen largely a
Clayton's campaign, with federal
officials making impressive «
sounding but largely rhetorical
threats 1o go outside the cen-
tralised wage fixing system.

Probably the industrial re-
lations director of the Master
Builders Federation is correct
when he says that the industrial
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campaign for a 870 wage rise
and a 36 hour week has mainly

bans, and short stoppages in

3

5

1

aclion is intended Lo “renderise
the steak . Essentially it is aimed
al softening up the employers
before the serious work of back
room dealing begins. This could
be conducted within the system
thraugh trade-offs connected
With so-cal work practices,
which are d for under the
second tier of the recent nationa
wage decision

.'\rhrun\llnlt'. rank and file
building workers in Meclbourne
have been conduc ling a
campaign, led by the BLF
officials of other uninns. Signif
cantly, the rank and file of the
BWIU have on many sites pre
ferred 10 support this campay

The BLF log of claims includes
an 80 pay rise, 36 hour week

imj Improved superannuation
horter hiurs

allow

rcal

won on some |I:‘;ll'|‘\L e e
1||:I;;i:.:, l"!“ success of this and
«urprm‘ Ers" actions, it is not
ulrwnm\r;g: l‘hm BWIL shop
b L, € iwice now refused

“NAOTSE their own union’s
;‘:ULI\] \\':akg'_l demands. Re-

ntly, despite altempts b
officials 1o syack the /

: meeting,
?:mp stewards voted for o iiﬁ#
¢ and 36 hour week As a

lder

i
di

e now ha

11 up o us
ounger workers now 1o defend
them
Following the announcen

of the national wage decisiol
building workers in Melbourne
invaded ACTU House, led hy

the BLE. In Sydney, several
thousand rallied outside th
Arbitration Commission

Issues like these are foremost

in building workers' minds right

now. € are the days,

t least, when mere

of the BLF was para

mount. April |, the day when

union ticket renewal was due

did not see last year's confronta

Lions beww police and
workers

Insiead, it was “jusi a normal

working day", say BLF orga-

nisers, On at least one SIE
labourers worked on BLF tickets
alone, On others, employers paid
for BLF members' BWILU tickets.
A building bo s going on,
and profit increases are regularly
announced. Workers feel in a
strong position, and increasingly

their mood is combative.
Janey Stone

m—

INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

Workers, residents derail Labor's

plans

THE FIGHT is on in
Melhourne over the planned
replacement of the Port
Melbourne and St Kilda
railway lines with “light rail
vehicles”, or trams.

As we reported last month
the project will mean tripled
times for travellers, no access for
disabled passengers, lost trans-
port jobs, and parks replaced by
freeways built to gobble up the
vacated railway land

Gaovernment attempts to begin
the project have been thwarted
by pickets of local residents,
transport workers and rail users
sites. These

ackban on the
n Railways

Union.

The ARLU has
opposed light rai
Officials from
attended public me
issue, and k I
with the picke
crews once work

But it took scu
and arrests on the
prod the union
mass T £
the first step towards
work on light

they had confined
e work

oss the picket

lines, and to walk f police
were present on si
refusc

T'wenty labourers did
to cross a picket | n the first
day of work. Mar
ponded by stanc
foran hour, and thi

standdowns — «
1ot

the absence of cor

from the ARL
warkers could
when they conti

At the mass meeting, the union
leaders showed no ention of
giving such support, They puta
motion containing rhetoric but
little else. 1t took an amendment
from the floor which they
vigorously attacked — to put the
blackban on A

Railway workers have pro-
vided a big boost to the campaign
by this decision, A large majority
at the meeting voted for the
blackban. Meetings of the ARU
metropolitan shunters’ and
guards' sections haye voted for
industrial action to stop light
rail, the guards promising to act
if police are used against resident
pickets in future

There are signs, too, that
tramways workers are beginning
to see through claims from the
government and their union
leaders that Tight rail will mean
more jobs for them. South
Melbourne tram depot has
narrowly passed a motion
posing light rail. Both South
Melbourne and Kew depots have
called for residen
address depot m
their side of the sto

The success of this struggle
will depend upon links be
built between different
involved. It is relatively e
police to clear residents’ picket
lines. 1t will be much harder for
th vernment to deal with
decisive 11 | action by
transport workers

But to take such action whi
their union leaders remain
diffident, these workers will need
all the support they can gel from
light rail's other opponents.

Robert Stainshy

w

CUB pickets
outfox Lindsay

WHEN Carlton and United
Breweries sold their trucking
interests to Linfox in Feb-
ruary, their drivers responded
with a three week picket of
CUB's two Melbourne
breweries. .

Although the 170 drivers did
not achieve their prime demand
(to remain with (_‘IIB;, their
action produced significant gains
last month.

The drivers won a better redun-

BREWERIES

was that a lot of blokes reafised
Jou ean't irust the papers”,

And according to Don, “Re-
fore, I didn't really appreciare it
when workers ser up picket lines,
For instance, Inever went to the
nurses’ picket. Now I'm going 10
go down and suppori picket

The heavies behind light rail: police break up a residen! protest

dancy payment, guaranteed jobs
with Linfox, and maintenance
of their award. Owner drivers,
whoat first were offered nothing,
were given the same terms.

The brewery drivers faced a
united front of employers and
the media. The New Right friends
of CUB hboss John Elliott
threatencd crippling courl
actions. Lindsay Fox visited the
picket line repeating words
directly out of the Age editonal.
Radio pundits faithfully parroted
CUB claims thal the average
driver had been offered &
£30,000-plus redundancy pac-
kage, when in fact the vast bulk
of that figure was super-
annuation due to the workers
anyhow

In today's gnm climate for
industrial struggle, such attacks
could have been fatal. Instead.
crs showed that signi-

the dnve
L gains can be made — if the
s

rl:kl.‘.!}nd file actively mobilis
o fight back
3 l[ll;: 24 hour p\[rl\':h :c“c;;e
cal point of the st 3
llh:il[i.;li(lﬁl:ﬁ:!ﬂ other supporters
were welcomed at all times, and
a family day helped involve wives
and children. A barbegue OTga-
Niied by the Food Preservers
Union raised 2 substantial 'nurr‘L
The picket ItnE_MJsabho\ul::l
vital in maintaining morale J:‘Au
a sense of common purlpu:tf. ﬂ.'
one pickeler, Kevin, 4y 3 .jr'u'
if [was awayfrom 1t forad m‘_
notice if. But afer spen m.g
:th ouil an hour o1 lh:; :(u:_: even)-
i arme 2
d“i”{n:r‘; [[:::nrecmcks. many
: found their ideas

lines when they're sel up”.

This rank and fileactivity isin
sharp contrast to what the TWU
leaders had on offer. The or-
ganisers spent very little time on
the line. They refused to pay for
& caravan because “then they'd
have ta do it for all pickeis”. At
theend of the dispute they worked
just as hard as the bosses (o get
the men to settle.

Ultimately only a minonty of
the drivers were able ta with-
stand the united pressure from
the management, media and the
union leadership. The defensive
framework of much industrial
action today means that most
waorkers lack the confidence to
act independently of conser-
vative union burcaucrals in
taking on powerful employers.

The labour movement overall
is weaker than it was 10 years
ago. Butitisfar from destroyed
There remain pockets of
militants, such as that minority
of brewery drivers who wanted
1o continue the fight. When the
larger MOVEMENL TEVIVES, it will
be able to build on the expenience
and networks established by such
groups. Their fighting spint will
be essential.

As Patrick, another picketer,
putit: “ Before I started working
in the brewery [ was completely
apolitical [ didn’t even register

Naw [I'm a revalu-

o voie
rionary
Janey Stone

the dnvers |
ﬂLanl the sociely W& live in
ﬁnnng'mg r example, aj
< - 2 - ¥ V
R srade) d(.::m;xf::'k: Family day on the CUB pickel

thing aboul the me

S

OCIALIST ACTION — PAGE 11

e T

e —



Who are ihese German
picketers? (Answer al right)}

| any iliegal AsIS
0

carphone conversation ang

media. that
After all, Andraw
Peacock never exploitad

phanetaps in South East

did he? And Jefl Kennett Knig|
was never in a Liberal bee
cabinel than ran the flat
nolorious Victorian
police special branch 1o
keep tabs on political
aclivists, was he?

Depariment sponsored “Whe
30 top stale and Federal your

bureaucrats on a junkel wasie
to Central Auslralia to the
“consull” with the
Pitjantjatjara people
recently. Londe

| wassplashedall overthe agance of the bunfesi

gelting richer...

DVICE on how
Britain's rich can

ne coffers of the florist. the chair for a c
You will find freshly cut minutes. When tr
flowers in many acentral the dentist's bill v

UR hearts really bled Mot a single Black can be removed without
for Andrew Peacock person was present at inconvenience
and Jel Kennell when the meeting. The
their illegally taped Pitjantjatjara weré so

ry at the extrav-
they boycotted it
RITAIN'S rich are

broom cupboard its kitchen emp

Asia when he was measuring 33m % 16m stand out
Foreign Affairs minister, opposite Harrods in  pavementande

hisbridge has just $750,000 a maon
old as & "studio to customers
or $A83,000 letting them go

HE GLO

become richer still comes -..Sandy Wallace of

from The Taller, Cessnock (NSW) took

RESTRNNT. Labor London's high sociely her son Donald with her
style... magazine.

n giving flowers to As it was his {

airlfriend, do not in a dental surger

money on filling asked if he cou

n cemelery which for har fillings

RAZIL'S economic
crisis must be
serious. McDonalds has
closed its 16 hamburger
outlets in the country,
With typical sensitivity
McDonalds ordered all

on a dental appointment
It advised boyfriends: recently.

loyees lo
on the
X

RY of
privatised medicine

P.\CK THE PICKET
Picket 1 (p.6) is of Cjp
agenls demanding marg
pay. Pickel 2is ol German
businessmen demanding
tax cuts Suddenly
everybody's doing jtl

ey laft
552

QUEENSLAND Health
Minister Mike Ahern recently
went on TV to brand a former
male prostitute, diagnosed as
AIDS positive, as “a walking
time bomh”,

The man had stopped
soliciling as soon as he hear
1hat he might be carrying AIDS
But Ahern portrayed him as
knowingly spreading the
disease, and ordered police to
search f
a Such victimi

ueensland's move in makin
AlDS a notifiable discase, uniﬁ
creales a climate of fear which
discourages possible AIDS
sufferers from ide
themselves by taking tests. [t
typifies the reactionary 1hj nking
that is holding back so much of
the battle against AIDS,
Australia today has around
50,000 people whoare anti
positive,
contact with the di
disease. US
develop Category A AIDS,
1':“':‘!5:32‘[ i[:[:nnd highest rate of
al : G
s s t:r the US) in AIDS
Country recor
For the b
I[llia human
Oremost @ was o tuj
dh:lr:‘l:1 PelFl;’Wilker_ rrr\nanaa
or of Priva)
says, “fr'y g g
business arou
Privaie Blood
several stocks i
“AIDS i
market, which is :D:;;c
Paradise. Share pry
Blood hB:"k
m
Fchruary,r'w
loaround §5

call the
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How capitalism
is hampering
the AIDS fight

AIDS research;

secrecy rather
than co-operation

Now suspended from trad
the Private Blood Bank -.-;.:JEE[
@ means of eashing in on AIDS
hysteria. Since May 1985, the
Red Cross has been heat-ireat

in,
and ngorously testing dunau«%
blood for AIDS making Red

Cross blood produc
they can be. K -

Meanwhile, the profit motive
has retarded ‘medical research
Into an AIDS cure, Huge profits
await the research team that

s as safe as

finds a cure, 5o research is heing
carmied out in a climate of jealous
Secrecy as teams compete with
each other rather than cooperate.
The first move upon making a
breakthrough is to obtain legal
rights over practical applica-
tions, Medical Research Limited,
4 Perth-based company, is
presently entering an agreement
With a US firm 1o gain sole
Australian and South East Asian
nghts over a “medical treatment
Rrﬁc;ess:s known to be related 1o
Al the government level,
AIDS is likely to be the ajor
Public health issue for the next
:“FIM' Yet here, 100, cap
alitics are obs) i
i tructing the
The risk of spreading AIDS
throuph sexual contact can he
avoided by “safe gex"
essentially, sex which does not
exchange “risky” body fluids like
SEMEN, vaginal fluids o bload
(Saliva i Not regarded as risky.)
In Australia, the ayer
At which adolescents begin sexual
relationships i5 4 years, Frank,
EUa[Jny sex education about
c.sae SeX™ inside schools is an
Aslsemml part of combatting
D, g

age age

Predictably, (he
i Queensland
BOvernment has already rejected

such proposals, Joh Bjelke

Petersen says, “The govern

menit's made j1s mind an iy

That's mor in my opinion the

system or method of geting rid
of AIDS." TR
Federally, the Hawke go-
vernment has spent $2 million in
the last two years on community
education agamst AIDS, and
promoting “safe sex”.

Compared with the Thaicher

government, this sounds quite
£good, Only in recent months has
Hritain embarked on & national
cducation campaign, and much
of that has been “scare tactics”
(Judging by past anti-smoking
campaigns, these are unlikely (o
succeed; but they may well
produce more anti-gay
sentiment.)

But compared with the $100
million that the Hawke govern-
ment spent on the “drug
offensive™ (which virtually
ignored the major killers, alcohol
and tobacco), §2 million on an
education campaign against a
potentially much bigger killer is
pathetic. It is another example
of “restraint” designed 1o boost
business profitability at the
expense of the public good
) restrained is Canberra's
spending on AIDS research. At
Bcents per person per year, iLis 8
token effort, especially compared
with the US and UK, which both
outlay about $1 per person per

e private and public
sector, the hatile against AIDS
is being hampered by capitalist
economics. With tens of
thousands likely to die in this
country alone, the system truly is
putting dollars bhefore people’s
lives.

- Steve Boyce

NYONE who wants
social change must come
(o terms with the state.

Even the most limited struggles
for reform or better wages and
working conditions often bring
workers up against Lthe
machinery of governme nt. 1M

demonstrations become radical
or combative enough, they soon
gncounter the power of the

workers on

police, Aust

picket lines (& ps and the
Arbitration Commission, and
\he courts if they're arrested

Australian history is full of

examples where the state has
played adecisive role in attacking
\orkers' movernents. In 1948

the Queensland |
ment passed r
against railw
over pay rates and
conditions. In the [olla
a national coal m
was defeated alter

Labor government froze union
funds, jailed union leaders, and
sent troaps into the mines.
More recently, the O sland
government used parliament, the
police and th hen power
workers fo F st
management moves o introduce
contracts. In 1986, the courts
imposed massive fines
meatworkers and theirun
picketing at the Mu
abattoir in the N

extensively in a driv
the BLF in NSW, Vict
the ACT.

This happens unde
and Labor
While the state is suppos
neutral, in reality it will in
in every major class stry,
the side of the employers and
other vested interests

The story is much the same
when it comes to peaple
for social reforms. During 1985,
police raided an abortion clinic
in Brishane and prosecuted the
resident doctor. (Me hile, for
years in North Queensland
young black women have been
sterilized without their consent.)

The stale plays this rale
hecause it is the praduct of class
divisions in society. As Frederick
Engels once wrote, class divisions
lead to

“the establish public
power which no longer dircetly
coincides with the population
urganising itself as an armed

force., This public power exists in
Tt consists not merely
mien but also of m
fjuncts, prisons and instit
of coercion of all kinds.”

THE REST OF US ...

The state
behind the
status quo

The state does mot mech
anically reflect the desires of the
ruling social class, but by its
nature it works to preserve the
existing social order. Al times it
will make concessions to workers
and appressed people, but only
ssions that are
intaining the

those con
compati
status quo. When circumstances
change, governments will just as

easily reverse past reforms

HERE have always b
people in the labour
movement who thought it was
possible ta change the state by
getting control of parliament
History, sadly, has proved
them wrong over and over. For
exam in Chile in 1973, when
the Allende labour government
auempted mild reforms the
military simply staged a coup
and executed thousands of left
activists and trade unionists
Closer to home, the unelected
Governor General sacked Gough
Whitlam’s vaguely reformist
government in 1975
= The nature of the state does
not pivot on the politics of the
parliamentary majanity The
army, police and courts are
controlled I\_\'.m\-nmraclmlulm_
which will mobilize against any
government 1hat COmes near o
threatening the existing social

system.

For this reason, Marxists have
traditionally argued that the
nJpn:ulm\l.L\—Im.mbr\raluc!u-:i

THRouoHoUT HISTORY , Soug
USEFuUL PEOPLE HAVE ALWaYS
BEEN THERE To REMIND

At the
same (ime a new and very
different kind of state musi be

During that Year soviets, or
workers' councils, sprang up
throughout the country, based
on delegates democratically
elected in the factories. Warkers
contral spread in the workplaces
themselves

InOctober 1917, a Conference
of Factory and Shop Commitiees
passed & motion declaring that
“the warkers are move interested
than the owners in the earrect
and uninigrrupred operation of
the planis”, and that workers'
control was “in the interest of the
whale coumiry.”

The soviets became the basis
of the pew workers' state which
emerged from the Octaher
revalution. Unfortunately,
hecause the revolution was
isolated i a hackward country,
the new regime could not realise
ist potential. The soviels
decayed and a new conservative
bureaucracy inherited power,

AD THE revolution spread
to the resi of Europe,
n of
genuine socialism could have
ensued.

The creation of democratic
workers” states could have heen
the first step towards ending the
role of the stale as a scparale
hody above society

Since workers would be
producing for themselves, and
not for a minority of cxploiters
the coercive funchions of the
state would quickly be replaced

The resistanceof the old rling o Saministrative functions,
clite has to be suppressed,  yhich would not need a special
possible invasions by rACUONATY e force of caps or soldiers
governments have Lo be
resisted. Workers will need 1o oy begin 0 “wither away",
organise a political machine for

The state, in Marx's phrase,

The question of a democratie
workers' government, or the need

Butitisastate ofanew kind o gash the existing state

HE  machine, might seem like mere

mobilisation of the Workers pagreical issues dealing i
, and the 1917 1ev-  pociilities which are somewhat
in Russia shawed how

distant today. Yet the ideas which
left activists have about them
impinge on today's political
practice

[he state is with us here and
now. And how far we gan get in
our day to day struggles for
higher wages or social rc:hllm:
depends greatly on whether we
rely on Labor MPs .m-ll the
supposedly neutral ‘uhn.r..nur!
commission, or whether we
miohilise ourselves and our fellow
warkers [or gmmunlnlmgyl\-.

The first kind of approach
leads naturally to building A
movement which relies on work-
ing through the existing power
e eecond leads ta building 8
movement which threaiens hat
ure, and bids 10

e strucl !
ol a democratic and

y.
Jeff Rickert and
Richard Emerson
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“Shortly afier

MANY Australians, multitude of <1m§!.'::|“'; 1968

i b s for
Czechoslnrfha is an ;:r.“. of Wages angd \ncia\‘:,:‘,‘{_
enigma — asecretive, uninvit- aetor e eeap, (i Crkers
i untry that produces factorics seemed far Jess disgyy
At Sl over political questions, gy

flamboyant tennis players.

But in 1968, Crechoslovakia
exploded onto the world stage,
as workers, students and writers
sought to overthrow an oppres-
sive apparatus that ruled in their
name.

It was a revoll that, for many
Western leftists, finally buried
ihe myth that the Russian bloc
was in any way socialist.

Until then, Czechoslovakia

seemed an unlikely place for
rebellion. It was one of the most
oppressive stalinist states, gener-
g the post-Stalin
tion of the fifties and
sixties, and rarely tolerating the
independent views of wnters and
intellectuals.
was cconomically
stable. Unlike Poland and
Hungary, Czechoslovakia kept
up high postwar growth, pro-
ducing heavy industrial goods
for eastern bloe consumption

This abruptly changed in the
carly sixties. In 1963 alone,
national income fell nearly 35;
Pressure for economic reform
produced a faction hin the
ruling Communist Party that
sought a political solution to the
crisis

IN EARLY 1968, after half a
I!!(ldf of stagnation, the old
regime finally cracked. Party
secretary Antonin Novotny was
replaced by Alexander Duizcek.
A reform-minded Slovak

Dubeck began o major over-
haul of the system, Promising
“socialism with a human face™
His “action Programme” {rans-
formed the media into a solree
ofdivergentopinion, and genuine
debate began to flourish, Leading
bureaucrats were publicly eriti-
tised and forced 1o Tesign. Some
EVEn committed suicide,

A movement developed, first
Among intellectuals and later in
the working class, that was not
simply an orchestrated chorus
Tor the new leadership. Pressure
for “democratization” soon
developed its own mormentum
Eroups dem ¢
PeErmanen| ahul?uun of :r.‘rlll[‘?l:d
sh;g.:. Others developed a broader
€ritique of society. The Journal
mean Listy published the
manifesio of 2000 words™, which
urged a mass mobilisation 1o
purge the bureaueracy,

“We should find ways and mea
of Persuading them 1o resign,
through resoluiions, demonstral-

Eades, collections for et
ifts for them, 51 rikuandI:i:‘:cl:E
|lﬁg Aheir houses ™

neasy with develo 3
Russia organised Warsg:wrl'.‘a[:;
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the following weeks giq :I:.: ;
prises and party and Emdc\mc'
OrRANISALons begin, with imwm"
i

1o expresg lhuE

opinions.”
In factories, “Workerg' ¢
mittees for the defence of |TV
freedom of the presg™ M'«
formed, involving thousands 'c[
workers, After the m\:\\m:
hundreds of thousangs of
workers dvnmnstrurd n
November, Januaryand March
They opposed the abolition of
the reform Programme, ar;d
or ised factory meetings ang
trade ur action commitices

HE WORKERS promgfeq
3 solidarity with other dissj.
. dent groups in society.

In Prague, railway workers
atened that if the governmen;
1 against student profests
e traim will n

Ve oul
Prague station”, Print
refused Lo print the con

tive party paper fribung

when it attacked the reform

organisation
us workplace
pings. Workers' councils did
ge, but they tended to be
dominated by technocrats, whe
sought to use them for economic
relorm rather than as instrum
throu which workers could
impose their own democr

Prague ’68:
A sweet taste
of freedom i et paty

coordinate

: : the struggle, oppo-

EXErcISes wit) {3 C g

iy i rlsdml the Czech \.‘h.\R _This is a personal sition to the occupation dissi-

Dards ; At withdrew only after  tragedy pated. In January 1969, the self
ubcek agreed to “normalise™ The people responded to the  immolation of student Jan

the country

But the Kremlin feared that
the reform movement would
ultimately challenge its political
dominance. On August 20, with
four reliable Warsaw Pact
armies, Russia invaded with
tanks and over half a million
troops. The airports, cities and
Tontier posts were under their
control within 34 hours.

occupation in a novel way
Instead of armed resistance they
applied mass non-cooperation,
E\r_n with the overwhelming
nnlu._m presence, the state
llidl.'hllll'\.\llltmul'd|nln||'\\|.||:"|-.
under Dubcek, and anti-K remlin
Propaganda was prolific. Russia
s00n realised it could not stabilise
the country with force, as it did
in E’_Iunaw_\ 12 years carlicr.
; S1X days after g asic
UBCEKS teformm. group Blbeck was s g 210
AFhad only ever sought a Seeretary in Prague Or s
revalution from above”, and  Stalled, however. he pml"(: jed
ade no move to organise 0 collaborate, as didu |l|‘-
resistance o the invasion. feformers, 10 im mcoll\u
’Ih‘e Russians arrested the “Mormalisation" n!’:. L& "’L
party leadership, and set about  SOciely. i
restructuring the government Unlike in other gaster bloc
;nd Party apparatus. Dubcek VOIS, workers were :\:l i
Kargmcl::]?;m“dy misread the  T€SPond 1o events, The ;-h::; -I-“
: intentions. Historian  had come fr, ssure. by
Francois Fejto quotes him as  ideologues alu;" T
e | sl |}||le11 ms\nlgl\e‘.ul.uﬂs
urﬁ?:o?l..';|£"mii1h||;: How can  focus on zcnnomw:p:-rrlis:\'::“ .
havedevoted a5 the (rade aily Prace
my life to cooperation with the noted; R sy iProce

inspired a sympathy
nsiration of 80,000, Similar
protests followed when Czecho-
lovakia defeated the USSR in
an ice hockey match in March

But the regime succeeded in
reimposing many pre-1968
measures, closing papers and
purging the army and the party
including Dubcek, When huge
protests marked the anniversary
of the invasion in August, the
police arrested 3,900.

The “Prague Spring” and the
revolt it spawned, however, had
shattered the Kremlin's ideo
logical hegemony

Today, Dubcek's successor in
Gustav Husak, is pledging
economic reform once more.
Who knows what pent-up forces
this may release

Let us hope that Czecho-
slovakia's workers, students and
intellectuals can rise up again to
grasp for genuine socialism and
1o inspi

us.
— Philtip Whitefield

Nice songs, shame aboyt the

politics

songwriler Br
his brand of political rock
music for some time

I came out of his Sydney
concert last month with my
appreciation for his musical
ability increased, but doubting if
even he believed in the pro
Labour Party speeches that he
made. )

Like Paul Weller of Sivie
Council, Bragg is a member of
Red Wedge, a group of leftwing
musicians who came togcth
help put the British Labour Pa
into power at the next electic

Yet the politics of Lab
leaders have shifted so f
socialism that the sentim

Billys songs would have Neil
Kinnock calling him a “loony
lefty” if they were spee rather
than lyrics

Ironically, one song

Bragg's excellent recer
Tolking to the
Poetry which b
tack

While we expect d
They're laughing

Party had done the sam
late 1970s. The
who he was
promoting, and

hesitant, almost apc
that it was only on

supy
added in a
Ty

Eood things too.
song he did sir
similar in theme to
Newman's Lei's Dr
(e, Called Help Save

of America, 11 attacks those
Americans who talk of limited
nuclear war in the hope that it
will take place elsewhere

“The cities of Europe hav

Before and they may yet b

An they d i

It's & finc passionate song, but
he followed it by saying that
Labour will remove all US bases
from Britain when they get
clected. That prompted a loud
London voice to shout out, “I'if
believe it when it happens.”

When he wasn't plugging
Labour, though, he was great.
Songssuch as There Is Pawer In
ion and It Says Here (a
savagely witty attack on the
capitalist press) are the products
of a fine political songwriter.

1t says here that

The umons will never learn

It says here that

The econamy is on the upturn

If this does not reflect your

Views you should understand

That those who own these papers
Also own this land "

His unglamorous, grubby love
songs, rooted so firmly in
Thatcher's depressed Britain
nevertheless touched his Sydney
audience, and he also made them
laugh. Bragg said that he some:
times referred to masturbation
in his songs to prevent CLff
Richard doing cover versions of
them. So despite the political

contradictions, it was a highly
enjoyable concert.

aul Weller has recently been
under fire for appearing on Top
Of The Fops while BBC
tricians were picketing it. I hope
he, Billy Bragg and the rest of
Red Wedge manage to sort out
their politics.

As Red Wedge functions as a
publicity machine for the Labour
Party rather than as a musical
medium for socialist ideas, don't
hold your breath though.

Trevor Payne

TV EVANGELISM W

Serving God
and Mammon

THE CURRENT antics by US
TV evangelists Jimmy Bakker,
Oral Roberts and Jimmy
Swaggar!l are all terribly
amusing. But they are nothing

;a’s money-grubbing
TV fundamentalists

right-wing
1 surrounded by

have long be
hypocrisy and scandal

Most famous was Herberi W
who had to ex-
mmunicate his preacher son
Garner Ted from their Radio
Church of God for hanky panky
with female followers. Herbert's
own $70 million a year empire
nosedived as his apocalyptic
prophesies failed to eventuate
and insiders revealed massive

ArmsLrong

financial irregularities
Then there was the Reverend
Hargis of the Crusade for
Christian Morality. Hargis
sprung after marrying two of his
followers who discovered on
their honeymoon that he had
had sexual relations with each of
.
"h] V evangelist Leroy Jrllk_in_\
has been serving & 12-year jail
sentence in South Carolina, for
attempting arson on the home of
a State trooper and assault on &

as

a

i

1

journalist investigating him
Currently ripping off
Australian audiences is Dr
Robert Schuller, of the Hour of
er. Schuller was due 1o tour
last month, giving four lectures
at $45 a ticket on fulfilling one’s
potential. The only potential
Schuller fulfilled was his own
He pocketed 607 of an undis-
closed fee, then cancelled the
ters did not
on nime
wyers claim no
or refunding the

Sc
responsibility for
45 o ticket-buyers

The message of these charl
{ans is uniformly
erry Falwell's
all communists (*We

la-

register
vhould stamp it on their fore:
heads") down. £

The punchline 15 that they
have became gstablished on

Australian TV for almost
;\\\thnlz thanks to archaic
religious provisions 10 the
Broadcastingand Television Act
siving 1! cheap air time.

i e f church and

Separation 0!

litical nes

state? Politica o
e 't you helieve |

media? Don’ en Sievens

TR |

The color of
capitalism

5 g ialist ca
AS ANY socia ;
The Color of Maney

0 ¢
M‘:’:du{ Newman's latest m;)':]l;
Newr i

(o5 (e viewer on @ p

::::\snghc\:ry |ow dive and sleazy

utrality of the

n tell you,
is workers

money around like
of fashion, but our glimpses of
the world outside show street
dwellers standing around tin-
drum fires. Apart from hustlers,

SOCIALIST AC

pool hall on the way to Atlantic
City. Twa hustlers, Paul
Newman as Fast Eddie and Tom
Cruise as Vinoe, make their living
thraugh deceit. Carmen, played
by Mastrantonio, lives off this
deceit

Carmen and Fast Eddie strike
deal to ride on Vinee's suecess,

talking of him as a commodity.

hey use Vince, they use each

other, and they use the innocents
they meet in pool halls.

The people in this film pass

s going out

here are only victims.
If all this sounds like a com-

ment on the immaorahity of the

system, it is — though whether it
was meant that way is another
question.

If you enjoy a good game of
pool, ifyou love Por Black, don't
see this movie. We never see a
game right through, but there
are many seenes of Vince vamp-
ing his cue

I'm mot sure 1 liked The Color
of Money, but T centainly enjoyed
it. The great acting held me right
through.

When we arrive at Atlantic
City a voice announces, “The
hry-m success on the casing flaor
is knowing how to play the
game.” And the key to “success
in this system is knowing how to
outhustle your friends and your

class.
Mary Gorman

Cruise and Newman hustle up
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SCREED from the Liberal
Party landed on my desk
the other day.

Entitled Ghaice in Your Work-
place, it vowed that the Liberals
would “ensure thal union
membership is valuntary” upon
coming to power.

Inlnguedp.l read on. Whatother
choices in the workplace gid the
Liberals have in store for us? The
right to veto management
decisions, for example? The
choice of whether or naFshare-
holders take fat profils kom our
tapour, perhaps? Even (Gasp) the
righttaelect ourown bosses and
sack them?

Readers will probably not be
shocked to learn thal the Liberals
conception of “choice in your
workplace" does not reach quite
that far. Indeed, the right not to
join a union seems to be the sole
extent of it.

Mo hum. Liberal promises to
abolish compulsory unionism are
not new. Malcolm Fraser made
them back in 1875 and then did
nothing

Two things, however, make
John Howard's promise a little
more serious. The Liberals are
determined not 1o be as “soft” as
Fraser was, now that unions are
weaker than they were in the
mid-70s. And the New Right is
making the pace for them, with
their ruling from the Equal
Opportunity Board that the sack
ing of non-unionist boilermaker
Frank Hein from a “union shop”
in Msibourne was “discrimina-
tion”

Desms the claptrap from
the Egual Opportunity
Board, the case for compulsory
unionism is a profoundly
democratic one,

Fundamentally, itisa means to
ensure that “majority rules”; that
the majority of workers in a
workplace or industry can make
a decision 1o strike, to reject a
managemenl measure or what-
ever, without a non-unionist
minority undermining it

And undermine they most
certainly do. Public servants and
teachers, two groups who do not
have compulsory unionism, have
long been sabolaged by minori-
lies who stay at work and run

skeleton services during

industrial action.

Asis often noted, non-unionists
enjoy the canditions established
by unignists, without conlributing
10 the cost of winning them, either
In union dues or in the sacrifices
involved in union slruggle.

N!whlgh\il\dle ‘opponents of
‘Compulsary unionism, like Frank
Hein, argue that they are pre-

chances. This is dishonest on
two counts.

Firstly, unions have established
the going rates that employers
are prepared to offer. Frank Hein
will not have to go back and talk
to his bosses about the 60-hour
week that existed last century,
because unions have forced
hoursdown since ther ondly
Feank Hein will, if he accepls
werse than union rates, hurt
others by helping to drag
standards back down in the
industry.

ACED with these arguments,

more sophisticated
opponents of compulsory
unionism, like New Righi figure
Andrew Hay, have anolher
comeback.

Unionisation of Australia's
workforce, says Hay, is only so
high (about 55% e of
compulsory union
where“union shops”are
he argues, it is down b
— proof that most worker,
want unions.

Lets leave aside Hay

have not banned “union shops’;
unionism s low there nis-
torical reasons
MeCarthyism thr
Reagan's smashing
traffic controliers.) Hay
cart before the horse
pulsory unionism is comm
because of high unior
sciousness

s right, and
unionists had only

because they were cons
we would see widesc
inside wunion ranks
non-unionists like Hein
lake a stand,

The last decads
the opposite. W
Fraser did not bai
unionism, severa
waorkers took him at his wor
tried to break “union ps
during his regime. Paul Krutulis
and Barbara Biggs in the
Melbourne tramways, and
council workers Noel Latham in
Broken Hill and Frank Kane in
Melbourne — all created front
page headlines when they re-
fused 10 join unions

In each case, their workmales
almaost unanimously voted not tg
work with them. Hardly evidence
of a reluclant, conscripted
membership, is it?

Nor did union leaders whip up
workers against them to protect
theirempires. On the cantrary, in
Barbara Biggs' case, Tramways
Union officials argued ta contain
the dispute to her depot at

rightw

Brunswick. The entire tramways.
2:::‘@710 negoliale their own said no and voted to strike for a
ions, and will take their  week to have her sacked
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The case for the
‘“closed shop”’

Defending the union: Trammies
bar non-unionist Barbara Biggs

When rightwingers
right to choose” n|
union, they can ha
prised when unic
their right to cho
with them

PPONENTS of compulsory

unionism really don't have a
leg to stand on. Their real motive
Is to undermine workers' ability
1o fight

However, we must
warning or twe. Co
unionism ean also work in favou
ol ihe bosses.

Few large employers really
want to negotiate conditions in.
dividually with every employee if
they can help it. Many prefer to
90 “sweetheart” deals with tar
rightwing unians, giving them full
Eoverage of their workforce. The
Federaled Clerks Union, in par
licular, has grawn fat over the
years through such agreements

Such deals are very convenient
for employers They ensure that
militants cannot introduce the
d\s_ruplwe influence of a leftwing
union into the workplace.

A nasly illustration of this

add a
1puls;

some years back in
Kenwarth K
re the rightwing

s' Union (VBL)

hops' can just weigh the
activists down with a large,
mbership that v

right de
them, rather thal
this larg

2 aclion o
grievances convaried
: to the unien

spread
many such workes
cause anyhow.

None of this contradicts our
argument for compulsory
unionism In principle, however
What it simply means s that wal
are for it eoming from below, no!
above, o serve the rank-and-file
rather than make life easler fof
union officials and employers.
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CHERNOBYL

»w
Clean-up
not so clean

RUSSIAN authorities have
hoasted about their clean-up
efforts after the Chernabyl
disaster a year ago.

Soldiers forced 1o do the
clean-up might have a different
story — if they are still alive to
tell the tale.

Noarie Haal, an Estonian

per, reported a strike last

June by 300 army conseripts sent

10 clean up the area, When the

conscripts, already discontented

about bewng “dragooned . .

often in the middle of the night”,

were told that their two month
stint had been extended to six
months, they mutinied.

One official “was grabbed by
the collar”, and there was “some
jabbing of knees into buttocks
and throwing of sand”™:

“The news about the extension

ruined the men's willingness 10

waork, creating a psychologically

explosive situation, For a while
some men smply siood about
idle, having worked like oxen
before. The normal work rhythm

was destroyed bit by bit .

Elsewhere & man can choose 1o

teach his brutaliser a lesson or

simply leave. At Chernobyl he

‘has nowhere 10 po and can only

choose toswallow his bitter fate ™

The remarkably frank report
appeared in Noorie Haal, the
wrter admitted, to put down
“stories of larger fights™ circu-
lating in Estonia:

“The uprising or sirike or what-

ever else it was being called at

home, based on information in
men's leters, was extremely
exaggerated.”

Dissident sources claim that
normal work was restored hy
executing 12 of the strikers.

Another newspaper, Tarru
Edusi, carried an interview with a
worker just back from Cherno-
byl, revealing grim working
conditions and high radiation
doses. The man had received a
week’s holiday and a watch in
return for his services

MELBOURNE

Rush review
OKs light rail

IF THE Guinness Book of
Records had an entry for the
most rushed government en-
Quiry, the Victorian govern-
ment’s recent light rail review
would be & strong contender.
The two-week review — with
Justone week for submissions
wasconducted by asingle person

£x Country Road ¥
chair Tom Russel|! o

Fuel-rod check in the Chernobyl

clean-up: conscripts mutinied

Russell’s experien
freeways through a
dents” wishes certa
him for this job.

Surprise, surprise
came out i favour of th
vernment’s scheme o rer
trains on the St Kilda and Poy
Melbourne rail lines wit

Meanwhile, opposition i
plans remains strong. A on,
survey, run by rail unior
1166 travellers on the

showed that 96% want 1o keep

the trains.

ommunity groups a
transport warkers opposing light
rail have continued organisir
p_llhhrmu‘l\ng_- and demonstra-
tions on the issue, and are |
paring to picket work site
if neccssary.

Union blackbans were placed
on the work as a result of pre-
vious pickets. Whether the bans

will remain, or light rail wil
added to the long list of u
officials® sellouts, remains to b
seen

It may soon be up to the
picketers once more (o give the
lead in this campaign

FlJI

New PM,
old dilemma

IN FLIL, a new government has
taken over following receni
elections.

After seventeen years, the
Lonservatve and increasingly
corrupt rule of Kamisese Mara's
Alliange Party has been rejected
infavouraf a coalition led by the
Fiji Labour Pariy

This result is all the more
\mpressive given that the Labour

arty has only existed for two
years, Its base among the trade
unions, (which are both Fijian
and Indian in arigin) has enabled
the panty to achieve in a very
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short time what the e
junior party, the National
Federation Party, has only been
able ta talk about a truly
multicultural government

Ouiside Fiji, most interest has
centred on the new government’s

foreign policy. Much has been
made of Labour’s policy of nor
alignment, support for national
|iberation. movements in Irian
Jaya, East Timor and New
Caledonia, and its proposed ban
on US nuclear warships

In the course of the election
campaign, new Prime Minister
Timoei Bavadra showed the
usual politician’s concern 1o play
down the more controversial
elements of the party platform
The US and Australian gov
ernments will be more tl
to encourage this tre

There is a serious
conflict in Labour’s policy tha
may prove to be its re
On the one hand,
quest for natic
on the other, t
determination to aj
capital to restore Fiji's
economy.

The obvious
Vestment are Aust
and New Zealand. Ne
governments of those countri
nar private investors are likely (o
be generous if Bavadra and his
government are unwilling Lo t

the line.
CHANNELY A"
Fairfax pulls
plug on jobs
MEDIA barons Alan Bond,
Rupen Murdoch and John
Fairfax have settled their
differences over who will own
what, for the time being
sacked production
workers at Fairfax’s Channel 7in
Melbourne are the first to pay
the price.

Members of the Theatrical

e

internal

lundoing

»\nucmlmn
already gpy Strikg
acking OCCUrreg

when the mass §

having walked out the Previoys
day over management [L‘!U)‘:\\[’
discuss staffing plans, &

I'he workers set up

a Picke
ine, and gained suppon Irom
other media_unions and .
rades Hall Council, Ausirajin.
lournalists Association mumhw;
clused to cross the picke line.
and production warkers 1 (s
airfax-owned Age banned th
weekly TV puide in suppor
; The ATAEA points o in
aflets th ;

1at Fairfax s legally
i from owning more
o TV stations, and will
n contravention of
1laws. But what capita.
r let the law stand in
d takeover?
gh most fears during
akeover battles were
centred on Murdoch, the first 1o

has been the “liberal®
irfax. empire. Like Murdoch,
Fairt § cxperience of in-

It used police
abs to break a six
s’ strike in Sydney
cops recently
sts picketing

office

wirne A
% 1e sackings is Channe|
5 orking”, which union

ublic sentiment
as removing
urne identity in

¢1s an element of
inism in this. N
rs are reported
and a loss of
audicnce will mean &
sing revenue and
nore sackings

wnel 7 sackings are
things to come, It
Rupert Murdc
et up a Wapp

style printing plant in Dar
presumably as a pilot run. Il that
we can expect L0 see
in Melbourne, with
Herald workers on the chopping
block

appears
has plans to

Behind Botha’s black-out
revolt seethes on

OUTH Africa may ap-

pear a little quieter these
days. Because of the restric-
tions on reporting, the most
news we've had in the press
\ately has been about the whites-
only election.

Intense struggle is continuing
in South Africa, however, es.
pecially among black unionists.

In February, workers held a
mass meeting Lo mark the end of
the National Union of Miners
conference. They could not have
flouted more emergency laws if
they had tried. The stadium was
ringed with pictures of Nelson
Mandel and it has been an
offence to display his picture
since the 1960s

to speeches cal-
to build links
| organisations and
truggle for socialism
intends 1o lodge &

The unic
55 percent pay claim, and ta

bring about the destruction of
the hostel and migrant labour
system in the mines. NUM

fent James Motlatsi warned:

1 with

strike k
OK Baza
atlempls 0 smash the strike came
tonothing. Itis estimated that 60
percent of black consumers hoy-
cotted the shops.

P TO 18,000 workers at 80

South African Transport
Service (SATS) depots around
Wittwatersrand, the industrial
heariland of the country, have
been on strike.

Originally they went out lo
demand the unconditional rein-
statement of a worker at City
Decp depot, who was sacked
after being accused of mis-
handling a paltry sum of
company money. He was even-
wally reinstated, but fined. The
strike conlinues to remove the
fine — but also for recognition of
the strikers' union and for the
scrapping of racist barners on

s are a bastion of

white job reservation They
employ more whites than blacks,
South

which is unusual for
ven so, duning th

white school kids on holiday
have had to be drafted in to keep
the system going

Containers piled up n the
depots and passengers rode for
free as there were no ticket
collectors, SATS losses have been
$4 million & day

As if that were not enough,
over thirty trains have been burnt
out in Soweto. Durban dockers
are reported to have downed
tools in solidarity

Previous rail strikes have been
smashed by mass dismissals. The
government has sacked all the
strikers, and killed ar least six of
them, with no sign of breaking
this one as we g0 Lo press

Meanwhile, 7000 black postal
workers inthe Johannesburg area
have struck against vicimisations
alter two workers were dismissed
lion activists posted to
te areas. Strikes and ing
pendent unions are illegalin the
postal service

10,000 members of the Food
and Allied Workers Union staged
a one day strike in mid-Apnl
against detentions.

Al this adds up to the fact that
black workers are still fighting
1 winning, despite the arrest
and detention of many of their
eaders and fellow workers. It is
estimated that rwenty five
thousand people have b
detained since the latest
clampdown. Yet South Afrnica’s
industrial problems are wor-
sening if anything.

and «

HE REGIME has reacted
with its usual mixture of
“reform” (when backed against a
wall) and heavy repression.

ast month, President Botha
announced that the first Friday
of every May will be “Workers
Day”. The main union federation
(COSATU) has been agtating
for May | as a public holiday for
some time.

Rotha's announcement was no
act of goodwill. The regime feared
a repeat of last May's 1.5 million
strong stay-away, which would
disrupt the whites-only election
and give a tremendous boost to
the union movement.

1t has not satisfied the unions
COSATL insists “May Day, May
Jut is warkers day, not the first
Friday in May.” They intend 10
call a stay-away Every ycar on
| until they win the proper
holiday. This year they were
expecting up o three million
workers 10 respond to the stay-

ay cal

Moses Mayekisa is arrestad in 1985 capital charges this time

Botha's move is sneakicr than
it first Jooks. This year, May 1 is
a Friday. Next year, May 1 falls
on & Sunday. The real test will
not come until 1989

T THE same time, repres-
sion continues. At this
moment, one of South Africa’s
top frade uniom leaders is
(hreatened with execution.
Moses Mayakiso, general
secretary of the Metal and Allied
Workers Union, and four others
have been charged with capital
crimes of high treason and sedi-
tion. They are accused of rying
(0 "o Vverthrow, ustrp un-uddrww
the authority of the stare If
convicted, they could be hanged
Mayekiso, like his fellow
defendants, 18 @ Wm‘l:( of the
Alexandra Action Committes.
In February 1986, the black
Lownship of Alexandra erupted
in an upnsing that forced the
securily forces out_Fnr fnuflllngs_
1t began when police tacke z
funeral and Sixty thausan
residents were involved. ;
Ever since then, the regime i:a
singled out Alexandra for <|lmcd
In the massacre thel followe:

eighty people were killed
Mayekiso was detained, and
beaten up for five days

More was to follow. A year
ago, right wing vigilantes fal-
Jowed by the army were let loose
on the Action Committee,
Mayekiso's house was fire-
bombed. :

He has been in continuous
detention since June last year.
Most of that time he has been
held incommunigado. Againstthe
background of strikes, stay-aways
and continuing confrontation
wilh the state, the govemment’s
intention is clear. If they can get
away with disposing of such a
key leader, they will feel more
confident in carrying out further
attacks,

[t is & desperate gamble. The
most repressive EMETEENEy laws
in the world today have not
quelled the union revolt. Creating
another Steve Biko may just fan
the flames even higher

But faced with the awesome
potential power of the black
working class, desperate gambles
are increasingly all that Botha

fit.
hedl Anna Wolkenhaar
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Anger grows

at Unsworth’s
compo cuts

WILL Bamie Unsworth be
injured by his own compo
cuts?

We reported in December that
the NSW government planned
to butcher its workers' compen-
sation system, Its plans were
detailed and legalistic, but the
net effect was simple: less compo
for injured workers.

A first, unions were (atalistic.
In November, 500 delcgates
and were hostile to the “reforms "
But union leaders hlocked
proposals for action in favour of
further talks with the govern-
ment

The 1ssue Mared up again late
in February. The BWIU. under
rank and file pressure, called an
impressive rally of several
thousand outside parliament
Other building and maritime
unions held a stopwork rally the
next week.

Then 30,000 workers struck in
Waollongong, 4,000 attending a
rally at the Showgrounds. The
NSW Labour Council bowed 1o
the discontent and called a “weck
of action”,

There was, in fact, not much
aclion — promised stoppages
were not organised — and on
April 9 the Labour Council.
having obtained minor con-
cessions from Barrie Unsworth,
voled to accept the “reform
proposals”.

Unionists are likely to be less
accepting, The latest “reforms”
are little different to the original
ones.

The injured worker’s right to
suc the boss for negligence will
be aholished. So the boss will
not be punished for dangerous
working conditions

Seu_lml 11{2) of the Com-
pensation Act, which entitles a
partially incapacitated worker Lo

il the hoss fails 1o
provide light duties, will be
abolished. So bosses will not
have 1o provide suitable jobs 1o
Workers invalided out of their
usual jobs.

Those workers will be Jefi 1o
rely on compensation which is to
be reduged by various formulas.

_One formula will particularly
hit workers who suffer long-
lerm partial incapacity through
ad;‘;:m orinjury of slow onsel,

related injuries.

Under the new system, a pancl
of doctors will decide what such
a worker is “capable” of earning,

The worker has no right to legal

representation before the panel,
or to call their medical
evidence.

Instead, these medical panels,
composed of doctors with a long
working relationship with in-
surance companies, will deter-
mine an injured worker’s earning
potential. This figure will bc
deducted from the worker’s pre-
injury wage — never mind that
the worker isn't actually earning
it and the result is the worker's
weekly compo. Under this for-
mula, process workers with RSI
would be lucky 1o gel $40 per
week.

This “reform” is trumpeted as
removing lawyers from the
tem. Too bad that workers'
are removed at the same time.

Labor MLA George Petersen
one of the few genuine leftwingers
left in any Australian parliament
says he will vole against the
“reforms”. If he docs, he will be
cxpelled from the ALP for
defending official ALP policy!

Al the time of writing, the
Tuture of the “reforms™is unclear
More one day stoppages arc
planned in Wollongong.
®or more information
the €

own

comtact
tee for Protection of
Workers' Compensation
through Jame Thorn on

w
How they ‘did’
Susan Cooper

IF YOU start a new joh in the
Commonwealth Public Ser-
vice, you may get a leaflet
about the government's
concern over RSI. Don't
believe a word of it.

Its hypocrisy was made clear
in the Supreme Court fast month,
when the Taxation Department
defeated a damages case by
keyboard operator Susan
Cooper,

The jury found that Cooper
had not contracted RSI while
workingin Tax, and so her claim

RSI

negligence could not proceed

To add insult to injury {and to
deter 400-odd other prospective
claimants), the Court awarded
prohubitive costs of $500,000
against her

Cooper, backed by her militant
Tax Office Branch of the
Federated Clerks Union, took
her employer to court in a test
case, having suffered RSI since
1982,

Working conditions in Tax
are especially bad, but the
problem runs right through the
public service, with an estimated
60% of keyboard operators
suffering RSI, as well as an
|nur:fising number of clerks.

With 3500 government wor-
Kers affected, and total claims of
somie $600 million pending aceor-
dingto Paul Keating, the govern
ment was prepared to use
anything o avoid its obligations

Itattacked expert ergonomists®
criticisms of the furniture and
Equipment at the Tax Office, by
arguing that ergonomics is a
relatively new scicnce. It painted
Ms Cooper as lazy and dishonest

It attempted 10 prevent an
expert witness who would have
strongly supported Cooper from
appearing, by paying him a
consultancy fee, He did not
appear, having been misled into
belicving that he could nat give
evidence

The government used medical
specialists who declared that RS
18 media-generated hysteria, One
EXpent” was prepared to admit
that you might be in pain, but

The Court eventually found
that Cooper had not suffered any
injury. It accepted the argument
that her pain was “normal muscle
fat f oulsidl
influences had manifested itseif
inta a psychosomatic disor

influences meant union activity

The decision has major impli-
cations for public servants.
Already, all employees who visit
the Commonwcalth Medical
Officer with RSI are being auto-
matically referred for psychiatric
examination.

Why is this happening? Inter-
nal statistics of the Department
of Employment and Industrial
Relations show t new cases of
RSI have in fact decreased in the
last two years, probably due to
increased awareness of ergo-
nomically sound work practic
(If RSI was a “media generate
discase, the number of cases
would have increased.)

As part of the “streamlining”
of the Public Service outlined by
Bob Hawke last year, existing
compensation la are being
revised. Labor argues that there
arc “too many” invalidity
retirements. Hence the hard linc,

Industrial action by APSA
(which covers many keyboard
staff) foreed the government some
time ago to admit liability and
ay compo [or RSI.

The Cooper defeat in the courts
is leading the Tax Office Branch
of the Clerks Union to look at the
same option. It is the only
language the government seems

—
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Coal miners dig in to fight Joh’s

strike ban

THE DEAD of night seems a
suitable time for a nightmare.

At 3 am on the Queensland
pumnmum‘\ last day of sitting,
after twenty minutes of debate,
Joh Bjelke-Petersen forced
\hrough the most virulent anti-
union legislation in Australia
today

His
Industrial
Practices) Act elfect
strikes, by requiring
plans to strike to
seven days beforeh:
hosses, the nme
they may be

amendments 1o the
(Commerch

anyone who thin
affected

Failure to do so means a
£50,000 fine for individuals, and
$250,000 for a union. The right
1o a trial by jury is removed, and

{ by a strike can

anyonc alfecte
sue for dam

The word “strike™ has been
redefined to include almost any
industrial action.

The ALP has

nounced that
it will introduce overridi

legislation in Federal parhament
this month. But this legislation
will have 1o pass the &
will undoubtedly be the subject
of a case in the High Court. Even
il only protect
federal awards

if successful, it
workers unde
from Peterscn’s new law

Petersen, asked about the
possibility of overriding e
islation, has already warned

ominously that “There s more
than one way (o skin a cat.”
After Labor’s failure to help
the SEQEB workers, many
Queensland unionists are dis-
inclined to wait. The BWIU held
a meeting the day after the Bill
passed, and has held daily pickets
of parliament from 11 am to
| pm since

Fifty FEDXFA members at the
Bjelke Petersen Dam site at
Murgon walked off indefinitely,
demanding a $100 pay rise, in
defiance of the legislation,

But the most significant
response has come from the
state’s coal-miners. Stopwork
meetings voted about 20:1 for an
indefinite strike. At a pit in
Petersen’s own eleciorate, only
three voted against. F pit
supported strike action by at
least a 3:1 majority.

Within days, their decision
had prompted the first usc of the
The Queensland
Electnicity Commission, which
operates no coalmines but might
be affected by a coal strike
demanded the names of any
AMWU employees who might
be involved and exact details of
any action

islation

While the miners are secking
solidarity, they are not relying
on formal declarations from the
official union movement. The
coalficlds are a key part of
Queensland’s economy, and
have a long history of militancy

Arch Tudchope
president at Collinsville in cent |
Queensland, believes the struggle
may be as historic as the 1893
shearers’ strike. Local coalfield
communities are preparing for a
major confrontation of up to a
year, he says.

Rank and file miners control
{heir own lodges, the core of the
union. Women have attended
union mectings, and there is a
strong feeling that, as in the
British miners'strike of 1984-85,
they will be central in the
struggle

Miners are alrcady
ferring houses and 50 on to their
wives' names, in preparation for

lodge

trans-

The LETTeRS Roce iN -

‘ | PEAR. JoHT MASTER,

| WE WERE woMBERIMG IF
| PERS You cound SEE

| | Yook way cres Te emrus
| | S ME owE LTTLE STAIFE,

kS Long &5 (T IS NG

FAR AnD WOULD HAEE
\ & Repuy NEAT PRIME

‘ | WE Pery THmE wu seE

MINSTER .
Siemed

AMNXIOUS.

massive fines,
The ETU and FEDFA have

pledged support for the miners.
Unfortunately, other key unions

Council (TLC) have not.

The TLC' respanse Lo the
legislation was typical. Ac-
cording to Arch, their plan
consists of, " We Tl fight them in
the caurts, we Tl bear them in the
ballor boxes and . .. we'll
surrender.”

Although TLC secretary Ray
Dempsey was asked to shut upif
he couldn't support the miners,
he has poured out abuse, com-
paring the miners with the
National Party. Arch says

“He musi live on prunes,
hecause orherwise he couldn’t be
vatery arsed!”

30

The miners know that if they
don’t wage this fight, the
emplo: rs arc waiting Lo destroy
condilions won over years of
struggle. The coal owners want
o take away bonuses, Lo
introduce 7 day/ 52 week rosters
and 1o bring in “multi-skilling
which would mean fewer jobs.

They would impose this
Jomorraw ifthey ;-uuhh-rf.-mm
sut industrial action
Mi:’rtx“a belicves the issues B¢
way beyond the muners own
ation, however. ’
“l:":lf‘\f‘elusen beats us |:
ueensland, don't think it \;:ml
hal pmin ulhcr».mm,.h\uhe E:r
no pml:clinn from }lalw e
state Labor governments.
s i
w Ri|
#‘r::ieurkinz class can Itlmlhall-
ta fight such po!
ons is by class

?
INCONYEM (ENCE  AND Jo eNd

s oeatis "

Blacks reject
and the state Trades and Labour scopycatl hne

LAST December, 21-year-old
Terry Noble died in a cell at
the Yarrabah, Queensland,

-watch-house.

Two weeks later, 42-year-old
Charlie Hyde died in the same
exll

On February 18, David
Koowartha died in hospital after
lying unconscious for five days
Police say he was found hanging
with a bedsheet around his neck
in the Yarrabah lock-up.

In February and March, three
other young men died in
Queensland police custody at
Doomadges, Wugal Wugal, and
Aurukum.

These men had three things in
common. They were a
Aborigines. They were all
arrested on minor charges. And
they all died within two hours of

cing arrested.
m‘siwn.\land Minister for
Aboriginal AFruin,_Roh Kau‘tr
jnr, claims the last five men had
another thing in common =
they suicided in “copy al style
after the first death at Yarrabah,

Matt Dayies of the Committee
{0 Defend Black Rights (COBR)
rejects this explanation. He says
it is ridiculous Lo suggest that
se ane Ahorigine suicides,

others say, “Lets all gro‘ i,
Furthermore, the Minister

cannot be sure the deaths are
= quicides” hecause there has been
o coronial inquiry yet

The goavernment siys it will

Such as RS, cancer or stress. this was simply the “normal

discomfon” of work,

1o understand. elke

for damages due 1o emplayer
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IMES are tough.
Sacrifices are vital.
So we pass lllllbeﬂ;m
-

» ALL those Papal lours are faking thelr foll. The

Vatican had a deficit of $56.3 milllon last year.
The 15 cardinals on the Valican finance com-
Hee M

call of
reign Minister Mochtar
fo his counirymen:

“If you go to the toilet,
danotsit there too long
That is not necessary.
That kind of atlitude is
not what Indonesia
wants.”

OSY Arrangements

Department ... The
Queensland government
has sent out 1600 unso-
Jicited political booklets
by New Right business-
man John Leard lo fts
school libraries.

The very same week
by & remarkable coin-
cidence, John Leard took
oul full-page newspaper
ads praising guess-
which-FPremier's eco-
nomic palicies.

Leard mus! be awfully
confidentabout the Joh-
For-PM campaign. His
booklet is called Aus-
tralia: The Worst Is Yel
To Come.

EMOCRACY, South
Korean style . . .
Opposition leader Kim
Dae Jung was placed
under house arrest 39
times last year by the

government
And he's only a
moderale!

AVE we linally
found why so many
Americans idolize their
Constitution”

In a recent survey
nearly half of those in-
terviewed thought it in-
cluded the words “From
each according to his
ability, to each according
1o his needs” — Karl
Marx's famous descrip-
tion of communism

i wayys of pushing
up the St Peter's Panca collection In June. Buta
simifar call to Cathollcs around the world tast
Octaber falled miserably.

Maybe they'd do better if they handed over
Vatlcan Bank chalrman, Archbishop Marelnkus.
Marcinkus has been shellering In the Vatican
since February to avoid lfalian arrest warrants
charging him with being an accessory fo fraud.
“¥ou can't run the Church on Hall Marys," says
Marcinkus.

YLVESTER “Rambo”  Court?) alsohas ahouse
Stallone has cancel-  at Dalkeith In Perth, the
ledatrptoEurope...for Heytesbury Stud Estate
fear of terrorism. in WA d Nuffield
Hause in Landon, which

ESTRAINT of the heboughtfor$18million

rich, part 1 . . . In late last year.

case you wonder why M & the manjusthas
there is a housing shor- trouble living with
tage, Robert Holmes & himself?
Courthas just bought his

third home in Melbourne EMOCRACY, Soviet

He paid §5 million fara Union style ...

Toorak mansion, sight Pr hasannounced

unseen, 1o add to his flat
in Spring Stand his coun-
try property just out of
town. Holmes a Coun
(or is that Homes a

thal in coming experi-
ments with eleclions
The number of candi
dates should be greater
than the numberof seals.”

ESTRAINT ol the

rich, part 2 . . . Bris-
bane TV magnale and
Joh-backer, Christopher
Skase, has spent $6
million on a super-luxury
110 fool yachl.

The yachl is stocked
with Christofle silver,
18th century French mir-
rors, 14th century
Chinese urns, a sauna
and spa, three kitchens,
a barbecue, and baby
blue marble and leather
fittings. But uneasy [ies
the head in case of
piracy, the yachtalso has
radar, satellite communi-
cations, an armory, and
getaway speedboats

“It's all right, just like
everybody el boat
moans Skase'sdesigner,
who fell out with him over
the paintwark

STANDARDS are slip-
ping everywhere, it

seems

The Philadelphia Stock
Market has doubled its
fines from $500 to §1000
for stockbrokers caught
carrying quns or wearing
denim jeans en the floor
of the exchange

ESTRAINT of the

rich, part 3 . . . New
York's high soclety hasa
new indulgence.

To go with the &
spring outfit
their pet poodies, they
now have doggie per-
fume. Cologne costs $50
a bottle for lady dogs
{please, not bitches)
while sandalwood is $40
a bottle for male dogs

® CHAUVINIST comer . .

ANG Hancock's
loving wile Rose has
made a movie about her
husband called 'The
Hancock Legacy™,
C ap Shots has not
yet been
But we bet

lioma, and resistance to
a mpensation pay-

we bet
n Hancc

ring overboard

British Education

secretary Kenneth Baker on why schools need

word processors:

These days many graduates have
Th

Iypewritten th
of course, their

5. Thiscan be a proble
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Black deaths

hold an ingquest into t
Yarrahah deaths
says this is likely 1o be *
absolute joke," as it will

cond ucted by a cireuit magistrate The
— assisted by the Yarrabah

police!

There may not even be in-
quiries into the other three
deaths, as an inquest is not com-
pulsory under Queensland law
for people who die in custody.

The six Queensland d
one in Perth Central lock-u)

February and another in pﬂw
Northern Territory last month Five
are the latest in a long sequence
of black deaths in custody.
?..fs'éﬁ';”" ldusmuu of Crim-
studies show tha
V9K0-85, Aborigines had a d;al?\
Fate in prisons 509; gher than

Matt Davies

hs, reopen the Pat case, or that of

non-Aborigines
The John Patease in 1983 was
the most famous. John P
beaten to death by five police
officers at Roeburne, WA. There
he were several witnesses and
overwhelming evidence, yet the
an police were acquitted and
be reinstated
CDBR says John Pat's
death came at a time when the
mining lobby was playing up
whites' fears that they would lose
their land to black land rights
claims. In a climate hostile 10
blac k_s, WA premier Brian Burke
has ignored repeated calls 10

“suicide
overdos
prison’s

Federal M

scepll

in  Robert Walker who died in
Fremantle Prison in 1984,

rison officers beat
Walker sense and then ad
ministered a large dose of the
drug Largactl, supposedly 1o
sedate him. The authorities
found ne evidence of culpahility
onthe part of prison slull‘dr\ml}

years,

“suicides”,

40 witnesses Lo the murder

The WA prison department
was  msued three different versions of  that
Walker's death. First it was
then a “Largactil
no mention that the
medical
administered it)
“mystery illnes

In response 1o g
pressure from the CDBR,
ster Clyde Holding
!m announced a parliamentary
inquiry. But COBR leaders are
al. Chairperson Hel
Boyle says that Holding fears
that a Royal Comr
CDBR wants, will uncover even
more deaths, There are estimates
that s many as 40 blacks have
died in custody in the last five

The terms of reference of
Holding's inquiry already epl
that the Queensland deaths were
ik says Matt Davies

nquiry is also structured 10

officer
and then

wing first

n, as the

o

look
Servic

Aboriginal Affairs has wa
to slash for some time.
The CDBR accepts thal a
syal Commission won't get rid
galised racism that allows
occur in the
For that reason, It
also demands black land rights
the black community
lowed Lo run its own &
and access to jobs, housing and
health for Abon,
It seeks support from trade
academics and
awyers, to fight initially a
hs in custody, and
then to build support for the
general
rights.

of the
these murders e

unionists

lack

into Aboriginal Lega
something

Haoldi Diepartn

place

de

campaign for

Martin Hirst
® Tie Commitiee to Defend Black
Rights can be conn
498, Broadway, NSW 2007

being

hlack

vodd wi PO Box

I 15 nearly fourteen years since a

coup delivered Chileinto the hands of
a military dictatorship.

In those years, the military junta has
proved itself to be one of the most resilicnt
and vicious on the Latin American conti
nent. It has at no stage loosened its grasp
Last year, deaths from political violence
reported cases of torture and political arrests
substantially
Chile still fight. Women

gime's riol

demonstrators
¢ behind their batons, their Lear
cannon, Workers go on
las threaten the life of
dictator

strike. Armed guer
Augusto Pinochet, the

|ong time, but once again
g drawn. The workers and

It has taken
the lines are bei;
peasants, the u
rich and their overseas backers, surrounded
by the military, on the other

Last month, Pope John Faul 1T landed in
the midst of this struggle. The Pape’s cons
tant globe » took him to
America ce his visit to Chile h;
been anr questions immediate
arose. Was he c ring legitimacy on one
of the world’s most repressive regimes? Or
4 (spiritually

would get the most out of the Pope’s visit
For the Roman Catholie church, 1t was an
attempt to brush up the Vatican's image as a

champion of the oppressed. This has taken
something of a beating lately, with the
Pope’s reactionary annauncements on birth
control, divorce, liberation theology, politi-
cal involvement elc

S0 before his arrival, John Paul 11 des
¢ribed the regime as “dictatorial” and urged
the Church to play a similar role 10 that
which it had played in the Philippines. It
sounded good — until we remember that
the Church played a significant resrranming
as well as mobilising, role in the overthrow
of Marcos.

NCE in Chile, the Pope found the
ing more difficull

The Church’s problem is that itis all very
well supporting the oppressed — but there 1S
always the danger that they might get out ol
hand. Once they do, the Church has to draw
back. The Catholic hierarchy want above all
10 preserve the capitalist stalus quo a
nicer, less violent, more friendly status quo

perhaps, but the status quo nevertheless
When the riots around John Paul’s visit
started. he was left 5, preach

n the side

O0REY THE

R A To
mﬁwnnﬁ.._\n&l{‘;ﬂm ? BELSHOPS GEEVEUNTD |

GEEYE UNTO A

15 (( TMRT Wikiew IE G\AMII?WS
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Chile: The fire
urns again

of pardon, mer

iliatic

i 10 no-one in
e was addressing th

fell on deaf cars. Pinochet re
be better if they {ihe
percent of their time pr

The Chilean generals thought they eould
enlist the Pope n their strug
against “athe i
year crusade against “communism” (General
Pinochet does the communist cause & greal
deal of good by constantly declaring that
there are two choices for Chile: communism
or him)

The junta did not d
Despite the fact that t
pleasure of meeting th
Pinochet’s family, no fin;
of his regime was [ortheoming

The leftist opposition unde

fitted the most. From the moment the Pope
arrived, they were out in force, unfurling
anti-regime banners, chanting slogans and
attacking the hated police. True to form, the
lice showed no restraint, weighing in with
balons and tear-gas in full view of the
international media.

Only hours after the Pope had addressed
thousands of workers in & Santiago slum
the police moved in o gject fifteen hundred
squatlers. And when rioung broke out
duringthe Pope’s *youth rally” (whatdid he
expect?) at the National Stadium, they
unleashed such a massive counter-attack
{hat even the church marshals and the Pope
himsell were affected hy the lear-gas.

HESE experiences haye not brightened
up the junta’s image, either Llhile or
oad, despite all the talk of |lr<'m!r ) 1
elections” and suchlike. The Pope’s visit
served to highlight the stakes in C/ today.

If the Chilean faithful thought that the
visit would bring change, their hopes were
cruelly dashed .

Papal handwagons do ot bring social
change — and the Pape had no intention of
doing so. True, John Paul met apposition
leaders. He eyen managed (o forge “camman
ground"” between fourteen opposition
groups around the Christian Democrats.

Bul what was that common ground
Democratic rights, (ree trade unions, redis-
tribution of wei th? Nothing of l|]<'“\|!ﬂ lli
was much more concerned with the “ethicd

; ety (read puurru\(he.hunh).

basis™of socie L
respect for Christianity (read: power of the

ghureh) and opening up & “climate of
logue™

In Chile today,
advocate dialogue Wi

it is patently absurd ta
th a regime that issues
staiements from (he _wrungt:rld of &
nnon, or worse. 1T there is 1o be
¢ in Chile taday, it must be on the
ruction of the junta and all
f democratic

ower of the

palic
waler
dinlogu
asis of the dest
its works; the ﬂ:-mml\ru.n o
phis; yestriction O
f.l.ﬂl ..lr:»l:tl'uﬂdduu-m:ll changes in Chilean
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INTERNATIONA

society.

It cannot lake place with those
collahorated with the jm!ln_s ermes
ruling elass parties like the Christian Demao

wh

erats, who supported the coup 10 the first

place and took posts in Pinochet’s early
cahinets.

\OURTEEN years ago, the very stadium
thinh was used for the Pope’s “youth
rally” was the central concentration camp
and killing ground in the disasirous days
following the coup.

Fourteen years ago, many Chileans be-
lieved that the government of Salvador
Allende was leading them to socialism. It
had beenelected in September 1970, [t was a
coalition, led by the Chilean Socialist Party
And it promised to fundamentally re-
structure society.

The victory of the coalition — called
Popular Unity unleashed enormous
enthusiasm amongst the workers and
peasants of Chile. [t was hailed around the
world as the opening of a “new road™ for
socialisis — a peaceful, parliamentary road
that could legislate socialism into existence.
Yel only three years later. it was destroyc

a matter of days. How did 1t happen?

While in power, Popular Unity achicved
a number of important reforms. Free milk
for children cut infant martality by more
than ten percent in 1971. All wage and
salary earners got a pay increase of about
twenty percent, and unemployment was cut
by more than four percent.

Government measures also included the
fullnationalisation of the US-owned copper
mines, partial nationalisation of other US
and Chilean awned businesses, and some
division of land among the landless peasamts

But the real privileges of the rich were (o
be left untouched. Popular Unity's pro-
gramme puaraniced that most businesses
would remain in private hands and be aided
by the government. A real attack on the rich
would have necessitated a huge mohilisation

Tve Jwco
PEINCIFLE [

Jo heT LaucH A7
€ THE enon, Tsr
OUFETL‘j e
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of the workers and peasants — which in turm
could have directly threatened the power of
the landowners and eapitalists, This wasn't
part of Popular Unity’s programme at all

UCH A process began, however,
whether Popular Unity supported it or

an seizing factories
Immediately they were met with government
calls to respect “legality” and contribute to
“the battle of production™ In the first ye:
of his government, Allende denounced ab-
sentecism and the “exorbitant™ wage de
mands of the workers.

Peasants seizing the land met with a
similar reaction. A Communist party senator

declared:
“We have ste ng peaple Lo go out and
take sites t £ These

invasions
Mmust now cease.”

In February 1971, the government
announced special legislation to punist
those who instigated land seizures.
Meanwhile, Popular Unity's other oppo-
nents were far from idle. Chile's capitalists
backed by their US allies, began systematic
sahotage of the economy. E'.nwl;{] fled the
country and production was slowed to
creale unemployment. At the same time, the
US sought to strangle Chile through the
“"\'ll':]d Bank and the International Monetary
un :

Again, the masses responded in the best

it e

L —
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way they knew how

closure, setting

councils) to run th

p cordones (
|-

o«
shortages, neighbourk

g
i pre
Million-strong d|
through Sants:

1nst coup thr

The fire last time: Allende, gun in hand, fights the coup; striking workers march against m-nl!.,npeasanl q-uatds an occupled eslate

with militant struggfe
Warkers occupied factories to prev

hood couneils sprung

as 1o distribuie
ack marketing
nonstrations ma

hed

The first signs of independent workers'

power we
take the
ment held

but the Alle
vement back

> appearing. Now was the timeto

EFORE his election, Allende had agreed

to constitutional

mendments (de-

appointed who had not attended the special

academies for
could be mad

fficers. Second, no

in the size of the arm:

hanges

forces

by the president. Third, no “private” militias

{armed workers) w

uld be allowed. Fourth

Allende agreed not to tamper with the press,
radio, schools, trade unions, judiciary and

50 0n

Lastly, Al

the public service

de promised nol
remove Christian Democrat appointe

So Popular Unity inherited a state

machine which was by no m
bureaucracy was stuffed full of
while its ar

ed v

15 neutral, It
ht wingers
ng was deeply reactionary

and traditionalist. It had been designed 1
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SERVA 1

defend capitalism, and defend capitalism it
did — through inc gly open confronta-
tion with the masses, which cve ntuallyled to
the unleashing of the military hordes
Revolutionary st ists argue that the
capitalist state cannot be “m dified” or
1 is structured
ion. For that
ybilisation

for an entirely different ope
reason, in situations of mas
WE ENCOUrdge WOTKErS and
mise their own ind
waorkers' cour

ils and workers

act apposite. It

as
Popular Unity did tt

alled on the masses to place their faith n
the Chilean armed forces. Despite the fact
id from

that the army was receiving mo
the US than almost any
American country
record of shedding w
maintained 1o the end that it was loyal t
government

I ha

the armed forees, Our f

forces at the service of

people . . ."

Popular Unity therefore refused to arm
the working class. A huge shipment of arms
supplied by Cuba for just such a purpose,
remained undistributed in the basement of
the Presidential Palace, Communist Party
leader Luis Corvalan denounced calls to
arm the masses as “eguivalent (o showing
disirust in the army

ers’ blood, A

It was the independent mobilisation of
workers and peasants and the ruling
class’s fear that Popular Unily could no
longer contral them — that caused the coup

In September 1973, it happened. Allende
died heraically, fighting gun in hand against
the army assault on the Presidential
Tragically, having refused to support the
workers and peasants in action, having
politically and physically disarmed them,
and having asked them to respect capitalist
“legality”, there was almost no-one to delend
him when the army made its move. In the
following weeks, 12,000 leading unionists
and activists were rounded up and executed
in the National Stadium

A ENDE'S overthrow did not halt the
collapse of Ch 0RO

Pinochet
“fr 1

on the advice of iy Ame.
1" mentors, decided (g
shock treatment™. This consisted
drastic cut in public expendityre jy order Lo
bring about mass unemploymen, Wage cuts
bankrupteies, widespread deprivation — iy

eal shake-out, The Amercan
advisors, headed up by Milion Friedman
were confident that an economic hoom
would follow.

The gross national produet fell by 166
percent. Industrial production was de.
vastated, with some industries simply dis:
appearing. Wages plummeted

The social costs were catastrophic. By the
beginning of 1976, unemployment was at
least 20 percent and probably more, The
social securily service broke down com-
pletely. Only the Chureh, thraugh its soup
kitchens, helped keep the poor alive.

But for the most powerful Chilean eapita-
lists, the treatment seemed to work, Stale
expenditur
to the military and police). The workers'
movement was severely weakened, Growil
rates shot up. Pinochet promised that every

rican
apply

of a

Chilean would soon own @ ear
This phoney “boom?”, however, was
short-lived. It was not based on productive

investment. In fact, foreig
remarkably little interestin
als. Thesize of the local market was
nall to offer any real incentive, and
investors had a choice

better-situated countries off
5

cheap

What Chile did attract was huge specula-
tive loans from the Western banks. A ils
peak, money was fowing in at the rate of
US$3 million a day. It was spent, not in
productive areas, but in buying
enterprises al bar

SoctausT I Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for soclallsm: the creation of a
classless society in which the ecanamy
will be democralically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in comman with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with tha
existing capitalistsystem. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their stateis a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work 1o build &
stronger revolutionary maovement out of
the struggles being waged on the joband
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create a mass wol_kers' party to
\ead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

and construction boom, and f
sumer spending spree on imMpo

ed lusury

goods,

HEN world recession hit the price of
hilean copper and other minerals,
the economic “miracle” cracked up.

More loans were nes and only 100
willingly supplied. By end \"‘(']hql\}\-
[\'r.\\nwwh«cw1.M|n;“'.l;.\<mm\\.\| _|I;“
export carnings. Companies MOVES Inl‘h
bankrupicy: the banking )_\_\Irlu‘\]vlm ¥
collapsed at the beginning of | g

It was in this context that re stance “;’.
reborn, In 1983, copper workers took th
initiative in forming a new trade UEM:
confederation, the National -“MkL-vri'
Command (NWC) pper ‘\ljll'll" i
congress 1ssued a call for an indeint

The co)

plete ceonuimi,
e which is
! jme has
urroundi
SOMALS -
I e ha 10
I the last three years, resistance ha

calling
ceased. It has forced Pin schel m—.?nt:.qkﬂ
severely limited and stringently &0 o
eleetions 1n 1990. 1t has shown. J ov ll
f the military ar

that the strong men o

Strong. g
—an

It has taken fourieen .u:n mad prasans

{ake more — but the workers

crack the dictatorship 01 WY

We are internationalists. The working
class exisls in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
sumivewithnnasmglacuunlm It mustbe
spread ta other countries of itwill fail. Far
these reasons we are for building &
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures like protectionism which l'umt
the workers of one country againsi
others.

Liberation from Oppression

1 for liberation and against the
‘:;pf:ls.;lon of women, blacks. mng‘tamf
and gays. All af these forms of kup
prassion areé used to divide the wor H’lg_
class. Thefight againstthem isan fslsen_
tial part of building & united rESO:n::d
ary movement. They can only euiluing
thraugh ending capitalism and b
socialism.

Sacialist Action &
¢ Soclalist Action. It's no goo
v::tﬁ:k::g about the world: the n:m::
|to change it. Marxist theory an aprea
aﬂﬁaareunlymeanmglu\_ullnsy g8
pagdg to action. In the unions, SOCE
ualveme'nu and wherever people a::
:‘ hting for a better mrhd, 5nc;l§hs:-n:la
mglhe thick of the fight. If that's

nay not be

e now I
hields for

of Chile will ¢
or another, Those who rull

you want 10 b, Join us today!

able to shelter behind thelt riol §
much longer. g 1».-kuumf

4___""-—__
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Come to our
Winter School

DOING anything on the Queen's
Birthday weekend?

The ist Action Winter
School, on the long weekend of
June6-7-8 a1 Austinmer just south
um,mm]unm!wu e
tooking for.

n v’ﬁl cover Ausiralia and the
South East Asian region, with
Including China, Asian
Immigration, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Protectionism,
Australian Imperialism, Papua
New Guinea, Labor and the
Unlons, and Is Socialist Action
Paossible?

Cost Is 540, Including accom-
modalion and three course
breaklast and dinner on the
Saturday and Sunday, and break-
fast and lunch on Monday.
Concesslons are available for
non-wage eamers, and child-care
can be arranged. We can also
assist with lifis from Brisbane,
Canbema and Melbourne.

Interested? Ring your local
branch of Socialist Action lo book
@ place and find out more.

Campaigns

SOCIALIST Action members have
been aclive In numerous cam-
paigns around the country in the
last monih.

Our studen! members have
been heavily involved in the anti-
fees sit-ins a1 Queensland and
Latrobe Uni. Our elub st Gueens-
land also held a forum for
unionists to speak out against the
stale’s new anti-sirike law, and
Brisbane members are active in
the Fightback Committee which

Building unionists march agains the Iumbe rs' $280,000 fine

The ins and outs of an

“NO-ONE'S free under 4507
read one huge banner, as 5000
workers from all building
unions marched in Melbourne
last month.

They were profesting against
the §280,000 fine imposed on the
plumbers under Section 45D of
the Trade Practices Act, which
outlaws secondary boycotts.

The spirit of the marchers was
high as they surged down the hill
towards the Master Builders
Association. But unfortunately,
the plumbers’ union wanted only

Is organising solidarity for unions
confronting the law.

In Canberra, members have
been supporting workers in
dispule with the ANU Union
Board. We put out a leallel fo
sludenis arguing why they should
back the workers' campaign
against contracis.

In Melboumne, our members in
the inner southern suburbs have
been busy in the light rail dispute,

New pamphlet

SOCIALIST Action h. new
pamphlet oul, entitled Industrial
Democracy or Workers' Control?
In it, Liz Ross looks at recent
developments in worker patici-
pation schemes, and why
socia 8 counlerpose the
demand for workers' control,
(G;lr::n’l:mw“ costs 30 cenls
posted) from your local
Socialist Action hnmhy i

token action. Officials hosed
down the spirit of the erowd with
rhetoric, and told them to go
back Lo work.

The plumbers are central to
the wages struggle, having fought
for over nine months. By refusing
Lo pay the fine, they could have
rallied the whole building in-
dustry. They lifted their bans on
14 Sydney sites, and chose to
pay. Many building unionists feel
this was a4 mistake

The Master Builders Federa

o a
which
could cost the plumbers tens of
millions of dollars. Only mass
industrial action, as used to free
Clarrie 0'Shea in 1969, can defeat
such penal powers.

Switch on, switch off has
characterised the whole building
ndustry wages campaign Lo date
The BWIU/FEDFA campaign
for 852, which they hope Arbi-
tration will ratify, is far from
being the “higgest blue ever”, as
the BWIU's Tom McDonald has
claimed. Bans arc widespread
but they are very umevenly
applied. v
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Many rank and filers feel that
the demands are not strong
enough, and Melbourne shop
stewards have twice voted for a
higher claim. Several militant
sites refused to stop fora one day
national stoppage, saying that
the claim wasn't worth it

Militants are also worried
about the “work practices™ being
traded off under the second fier.

Employers are pushing hardest
over “homers” —short stoppages
for which workers are paid lost
time. These usually occur over
breaches of safety and other
accepted conditions (such as no
ticket, no start), and are viewed
as a punishment of the bosses.
With so few gor i

themselves palice the award

Other trade offs being con-
sidered are on inclement weather
provisions, no ticket no start
and rostered days off

Officials are not widely publi-
€lsing these negotiations among
their members. One FEDFA
militant, who had not heard of
the proposals until I told him
said “We're nor gaing 1o tolerate
any frade offs of ielitions.

Asmall number of major Vic
Lorian contractors have agreed to
alimited settlement Unions hope
t!us will lead (o a national rise
State Industrial Relations Mini
Ster Crabb backed it hecause an
agreement outside government

‘eontrol could jeopardise his

“eade of conduet" for employers
Meanwhile, with less publicity,

Warkers following the lead of the

BLF are muking gains,

; Some militant sites have won a

rargc Pay rise and a nine day

annight. Victorian scaffolders

on-off wages campaign

after about two weeks
mpanies gave in and
now paying $72.

Other local disputes are being

victary alter a two week strike
inst the sacking of 14 men
tly employed by the major
ar. This followed a spate
of bans over numerous issues,
the final straw being one in
support of the 852 claim

But as one worker said,
‘ve been irying 1o do thi
rice August, If's just a g

excuse for them.” It seems that
by reducing their direct em-
ployees from 18010 24, the major
contractors may be better placed
to invoke secondary baoycolt
provisions against sub-contrac-
tors.

In Melbourne, workers at
Costain's Market St site have
been out for several weeks over

the sacking of the BWIU safety
officer and the ASC&] shop
steward. In one of th
displays yet, BWIU officials seem
to have connived in the bosses
weeding out of militants. Their
failure to defend a legitimate
member (Paul Duncan is a car-
penter, 1 BLF conscript) will
certainly be remembered in the
coming union election.

Finally for some good news.
BLF members working for the
Tramways in Melbourne have
won a year-long battle to work
openly on their BLEF tickets.
Expediency over principle seems
yet again to be a hallmark of
Labor governments.

Janey Stond

cir grossest

DUCATION M ister

susan Ryan has novel
advice for students too poor
to pay her new tertiary fee:
Get a job!

The same day she handed out
this scholarly advice, Bob Hawke
\was heckled and chased by angry
students from Wollongong Uni
versity. They disru pted his speech
at Wollongong Hngh. and held a
soup kitchen putside his reception
at the Fraternity Club

Backin Canberra, Susan Ryan
told a delegation she was sur-
prised that the $250 fee had
caused so much protest. When
the delegation gave her the figures
for accommeodation, living
expenses and other costs students
face, she was shocked and said
her Department would look inta

it.

Don't hold your breath
though. When NSW dele
ioned her on the deportation
of “JS". an overseas stude
cannot pay the cripphir
Ryan refused toallow any appeal

A week la Bob Hawke
handed out some

pensioners, who all supported
measures, And get
some weekend work, to pay the
fec.

That afternoon, Bill
president of the NSW Col
Associat
est pensior
awke had pensioner
support. He'd broken promises
made to them, and ed their
CPl increase

Angry Latrobe students went

ny students had
to work anyhow to make ends
meet, they pointed out.

HE WAVE of militancy went
on, with 5000 students
marching noisily through Mel-
bourne, and a section of the
crowd clashing with police at
parliament. Hawke was the target
of more protests (and a well-
aimed egg) when he picked up an
honorary degree at UNSW.
Susan Ryan, at least, felt the
. She cancelled ap-
ances at Latrobe an

pea
Queensland, where, it seems, she

recalls the reception Joh Bjelke
Petersen got when he received an
honorary degree, How telling that
she expects the same response!
Where the militancy has been
aimed at local administrations as
it has paid off. On April 6,2
persuaded
atc 10 give

Students march in Melbourne, Latrobe occupl

status until the end of the
semester, rather than expel them,

A ten day sit-in at Latrobe,
first proposed by Sof list Action
members, forced the administra-
tion 10 let students pay their
union fee without the ;
and won several concessions
which effectively allow boycotlers
{0 remain enrolled until October.

Significantly, Latrobe has nuv?
received its government grant ol
about $5000 per student, less
§250 for each uncollected fee So
it is now collecting for s ow n
coffers. It will undoubtedly rely
on the usual decline in stuqum
organisation before & ms Lo
hrmuh:bnymnmmcmhrr So

Hawke, Ryan
jibe as anti-fee
action spreads

jers “get a job”
need to fight for
e that boycotiers
ana| ecment
‘m\'\g!nr\u\r equal treatment Lo
other students come exam time

. -ING back fees,
Y BRINGING buck feet

anti-fee activists

ion. e
::nlnlﬂc {0 introduce fess, ﬂ!ﬁ%’:e
his famous “User pays” pr e

The fec 15 indexed Lo N5€ \\nﬁ
inflation— unlike pensions— Ei_ng
one way students are pa

isjust |
r the mess Ol he capitalis
economy. The Jast decade has
col

calion
¢ cut in educatior
o a 3305 real cu
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spending, Four of those years
were under Lahor

Tree and expanded tertiary edu-
cation, and for the first time
working class kids went to
University in serious numbers,
CAE and TAFE courses also
expanded.

never ended, of course — that
starts in the schools. It was only
ameliorated. So Labor is now
using that as a pseudo-egalitarian
excuse to bring back fees, and
exclude working class and mature
age students once more!

has gone up $1400, forcing 2500
overseas students in NSW alone
inte hardship. Part timers must
pay the fee, often while in poorly

Gough Whitlam introduced

The class bias in education

e fee for overseas students

paid part time work,

Aboriginal students are also
angry over the new “Abstudy”
scheme. Its grants have become
taxable and means tested, and
allowances for books, fees and
establishment will be scrapped.

) THE $250 fee is part of a

wider picture. May 6 sees a
national day of action against it.

The timing is good, being a
week before the May 14 mini-
budget. But the action planned,
at least in Sydney, 15 uninspiring.
Some campuses are on holiday,
s instead of a rally there will bea
Mardi Gras.

At Sydney University, this apo-
litical carnival has drawn some
cniticism. And SRC leaders and
the Broad Left groups want to
keep it & “students only"™ event,
<aying they fear “outsiders’
taking over. This is plain silly
and the whole idea of the anti-
fees campaign is (0 allow more
“gutsiders” into the universities,
anyway.

The press i backing Labors
“rich, selfish students™ line
Rightwing mouthpiece John
Laws talks of our "msl:.huua
welfare mentality”. We won't win
by trying (0 IMpress such media
ﬁgurcmi!hmpe:mblc lobbying
and actions like a Mardi Gras

Groups like the prn';llm('r“
support students hecause they
see not “self interest” butcommon
interest, and we should look 10
“‘T;I.I:; place to start is _wuh
campuis workers and theirunions.
grudents 1N Brishane a.n

Melbourne have defended 5‘3\;
tecn workers' jobs, while UNS!
and Monash students have fought
library sackings. Inturn, smdenﬂu
now need their umtanns g:’-l:ﬁ;l&
i 3

And, following A
need direct action agnu\st our
own university councils 10 ;!up
them doing Susan Ryan's dirty
work.

_ Martin Hirst, UNSH
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“ONOMIC AFFAIRS

tightrope act

union officials will come unde
more rank and file pressure

AUSTRALIA'S economy
seems o be “on frack” as far
as the Government is con-
cerned, For the moment.

Bul the most important factor
if Australia is to pull out of its
tbalance of trade problems, the
state of international trade, looks
far from promising. Paul
Keating’s strategy is 10 walk a
tightrope of economic policy held
up by expanding exports.

The latest balance of payments

will be that the I
shows the general trend and the
more reluctant they will become
Lo risk new investment
Yel new investment 1s crucial
to a long term improvement in
Austrahia’s export performance.
Only through new investment
will it be possible for man
ufacturing to play a larger role in
figures show a decrease in the i Jithout an e

R
million. FXPE‘I"S art Erowing  Aysiralia will remain dwp!‘r‘!JLI;I

compared (o imports, This 154 o agricultural and mining
considerable improvment. exports, with their

AL the same time, the Aus- international prices
tralian dollar 15 looking pretty Still, Keating is happy about
strong. This is largely because  economic performance over the
the balance of trade is onc of the  last year or so. The Government's
indicators money market spec- halbincing act on exchange
:llubtursimlk”l;whtnlhl‘!ilJECilJr interest rates and .\\‘;uvl:
o buy or sell Australian dollars.  working T e

They are also influenced by the “nlr‘t:‘fn -;“ “:lmﬂ\‘ i
interest their money can earn in  fay end lf '?ro_ Sl the
Australia. If the dollar is strong  gecyrel fe ERRLEtTIOpe s ot
GHEr L5 passible for the  ghe siate of oo e 20

Government, through the e 11“";} ||.1|ernsl| g ade
i . ir;|e' 15 year, the main threat
rnational trade seemed Lo

rates a little. i
i - be the possibility of an ag
Ar - ricultural trade war between the

has made Australi
cheaper on 3K:]'xf&°?;:‘;:;r 2"5/\ and the Common Market
Mostofl o °L Skirmishcs over wheat exports,
us dnlliurlmde 1S mESsUTed in  ywith hoth parties dumpin P[lh.-
l&EaJnl:harl.,s‘-ﬁdAl devaluation  yonds in “third [‘P E i 2%
t a 5 arkets”,
g Auslr:lian ::plg;l:l.ei::[l;:‘l csp:cmll_\ alfected Australia
fewer US dolls Now the USA is trying to
EEAp e sume force Japan to accept more of its

amount in Australian dollars for factured goo: I
llars
manufactur yods. Afte
g T yes

his or her sales f i
But as the balance of trade e Jipaness
government 1o impose “vol-

improves, there is a tendency for ary”

e Autilan dolr (o mov: 1 the s, e boric o

i Aol ns;';“:h:s(l.u:f:-r:]:’ingr:’[ now going u[! i |r.‘.&: e

Sl against Japanese )

WEelsinecest alss o keepthe commodinies conyaining

e and at the same  computer chips "

r‘d“mﬁleeal\tytl be able 10 he },.pa{:.('gg

b ’r slratesinthe longer  4jready siagnatis o
1,50 that barrowing for home e

loans gets cheaper,

M the dollar eis too low, then
lheff are other problems, In
particular, higher import prices
lead 10 inflation and an initial
deterioration in the balance of
trade — the J curve effect.

S far the Government's main
anti-inflation tactic, holding
:‘uwn real wages, is working

ut anather big CPI increase
\MMTEO higher import prl(‘uhj
“::-d put the two tier wages
o munder even more pressure,

uu:m?]oylmz 0t does not grow
or declines in these circum.
stances, then the grovel
Acceplance of the system by

falling

and Japan
15 Australia’s largest customer
The effects of a decline in the

- Japanese ecomony, due to the
high value of the yen and and US
protectionism, will affect demand
for Ausiralian coal and iron ore
Evenif a manufacturing trade
war is avoided, it may be at
Australia’s expense. The
{apaneg EoVErnment may make
concessions by increasing the
ess of US primary producers

to the Japanese market, at the
expense of Australian exporters.
This has already been happening
Lo some extent over the past few
years in the case of coal and beef
I'he US has also forced Korea
Taiwan 1o 1ake more of its

lling
most
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The more the dollar bobs
aboul, the less confident bosses
est change

Trade war threatens Keating’s

¥

goods.

The OECD (rich nations club),
the International Mon
Fund and the General Agreen
on Trade and Tariffs or
15ation are all rev |\..||)_‘.
downwards their estimates for
international growth over the
Ecxlycar. The IMF’s estimate of
2.4 per cent is less than the 3 per
CENL necessary to prevent
unemployment from growing.

The prospects for world trade
are \iilliﬂ: g. Keating’s tight-
TOpe is fraying at a number of
points,

Rick Kuhn

w
Junior New
Right at ANU

THEBOARD an
of the ANU L

CONTRACTS

d management
n have tried to
ver”. But prompi
n by the Union's
m?;kers hn_s stalled their plans.
. the ANU Union wanis to
" its operations, It
plianhmﬂ 19 contract out cleaning
r:rl the Union Building as a first
Step, at the expense of the jobs of

oth
wurk"l’:lllhlnenl and casual

Management also decided 10

withdraw workers' long-standing
rights to meals and drinks at the
end of their shifts, and to kick
their reps off the Union Board.
Not surprisingly, the workers
decided to strike for 24 hours
and then at peak times every
day.

ANU students were generally
sympathetic to the Union
workers. A Socialist Action
leaflet pointed out that both
groups faced the same problems.
Labor has introduced fees and
cut the real level of Austudy in
the name of “the national in-
terest” (read: profit rates).

Profit is the ANU Union's
coneern too. While attacking its
employees, it is talking about
spending 51.5 million on chan-
ging the internal partitioning In
the Union Building to make
space for shops it wants to lease
out. That money could g0
towards providing cheaper food
for students and at least main-
taining its workers' con

As a result of the strike,
management went to an Arbi-
tration Commission Board of
Reference. All employee rights
have been restored while the ease
is being heard. So far, the
Commission has already decided
in the workers' favour on #
number of guestions.

Rick Kuhm

HE MILI L
Tpulesul Robe River have
heen ortrayed as sethacks

for the New Right. But were

they?

Graeme Haynes,
l'mdcsl-ninmh(-p_w-\umml1mm
Peko Wallsend's Cape 1 ambert

aints a different picture

m't'-(!:mdum s at Robe River
have never heen worse. Instead
of getting rid af 185 people, the
company's got rid of 400 by
simple atirition and they haven't
paidazacout, Blokes have gone
{0 jail, there have becn pol
raids initiated by the company,

kids have been

Electrical

wives and
harassed. And
union officials have the
1o suggest there was some
victory.

Graeme, who
month’s National
Conference in Melbourne,
misses press stories of past Robe
River walkouts over lack of ioe-
cream and peanut butter
propaganda.
years and I've never heard of
that happening.” The reports
served as a smokescreen, how
ever, for Pcko to new pro
dents in wrecking work con
tions and breaking a closed union
shop

“Despite agreeing ‘not to un-
reasonably deny access
stewards’, the ability to or
on the joh is all but gone. 2
can’t move fromw

of trade

ten warnings, which can
result in the sack, are given 10
anyone out of their normal v
area, or cven for calling strike-
breakers " " *“0ne bloke was
sacked because he d ascaba
scab in the pub!” says Graeme.

Union noticeboards have dis-
appeared. And because Peko
owns all the halls in the town,
“Now our meetings have to bein
carports, in people’s houses or
ihe sporting club. New wor kers
are sereened and intimidated into
not joining the union. Some arc
even hired on seven day con-
tracts, We don't even know if
they are gelting award condi
tions.™

ONS once had a say B
i h
i

arl
nent, only the
has union in-

Even that is only nominal,
5 Graeme, “Therc are d
number of cases now that could
only be described as the walking
wounded on the site.”

The housing commitlee Was
crucial, as remoteness forees
Peko workers Lo rely on com-

Ng

Robe River meeting, Graeme Haynes: Pilbara strike call blocked

How we lost
at Robe River
— and why

HAT makes all this worse
w“ that Peko could have
been beaten. But the ALP, the
ACTU and other union leaders
were worse than useless.

The Burke government paved
the way for Pcko with a heavy
campal n'nu‘ducc;mktﬁunhr
\ying unions up 1n
¢ lron Ore Consult-
pany and

to make sure there was no gueue
L accommodation
for familics moving

jumping, th
was suita
in, and so on

es have

“Now all new emplo
to sign a 31 clause tenancy
.\)Llsu-rm-nh which is tied to the
industrial agreement, and
breaches of that could mea
being evicted. People are refusing
1o join the union for fear of
house if the umon

Pilbar:
bodies liketh
ative Council wit heom,

government FEPS. oo
B ere was also what | call

industrial conditioning.” u\:

Graeme. U nionisls Were m.‘1

ause that debars g gn government ;pnnsnn.;

anyLLRg N\\HIu"r.ld\\h\u:;‘llk‘ omp!
intheir .

clion.

takes strike
The tenancy agreement even

has a morality ©
weople from doing
" or *unethic:

immoral” offfor Peko.“When
own home Vegglest commillce
The anly success from the (e USEEENLE opp sip leave
oo believes, “Wa ouldn’t ¢ e
dispute,” Gracme believes, “was 'Il:‘ Jock, the AMWU's Jack

3 K

that we won sorme mancy bac il
for the time of the lockout But “‘jm[l,.. in, Marks gave 4
WE Were re-employed, not rein= mm‘il el about how “.5
" after the lockout. So LETELE <hip go with o0
staied, after i ks Sl et the ship £0 ith 800
were reclassified itd get fille

1 we let the ship go. he said

“About 11 of us delegates ler

Ty then, but we were denounced
@5 company plants and sabo-
teurs, and because the members
still had faith in the officials
they let the ship go™ 1

Graeme believes the dispute

should have been broadzned to
stop all iron ore leaving the
Pilbara. Instead, union leaders
isolated it to Wickham and

Pannawonica, and merely sought

financial support from the rest
of the region.

HE WORKERS' di:
ommittee had other ideas.

“We set up finance, food and

wellare and PR committees, and
organised radio contact through-
out the region. We resalved 1o
hold a tour of the Pilbara calling
for industrial action.

“The union leaders had (o
stop this and they did, by cancel-
ling the tour and making it im-
possible (or us Lo geton the sites
They told us we were living in
cloud cuckoo land for thinking
we could organise & walkout of
the Pilbara

=If they'd talked 1o them like
we did before the dispute, they
would have found that other
workers were behind us, many in
fact were chomping on the bit ta
take action. Instead they were
called on to levy themselves, a
very unpopular move, and there
was some difficulty enforcing
the levy

“When the Scamen were hit
with 48D (Trade Practices Act)
threats, their leadership packed
it in. But the rank and file said
huggET YL, WE ¢ still not cross-
ing the picket line So we then
got Crean and Marks saying 10
us that we would be responsible
for the seamen suffering.”

The strike committees were
vital in building unity in the
Lowrs, especially the food and
welfare committes which drew
in many workers' WIves.

“This commiltee, which had
women and men working to-
gether, was the hardest \gg\rkxng
of the lotand had aterrific effect
on morale. Infact, women played
4 key Tole all the way through
the dispute, from shop srewards
1o, the food and wellare com-

ittee,” says Gracme.

5 "[m\pnt all our cilonsi :il
e cause we coul

lost. We lN,D‘:n e ebiie

he rest of the union

vement. | belieye unien

:;\Op(\i"ion 1o the whul:,iitlut'lf_

onwork practices is insufficien e

Indeed it is. And now 3

rkers are (o pay
E‘i‘-l‘mmn.- lnzlrlngT[:':
work conditions for ‘( ]:1 rls“
under the new “iwo tier” WA

Win On Our g
support of ¢

any people R i
lost a lot of acerucd rights and ‘:r” ey e eriicF *
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NY Liberal will tell you
that capitalism is “more
" than socialism.

Really, they mean that we in

Australia have more democratic
rights than people in Russia or
China — two elass societies that
have nothing to do with true
socialism.

But how did we in the West
get our democratic rights? And
what do they amount 107

Much of the Western bloc is
notdemocratic at all. El Salvador
has its death squads. Chile has
50 medicos who work fulltime

treating victims of government
torture. South Africa has becn a
police state for most of this
century.

So democratic rights are not
an auiomatic part of capitalism.
The rights that we in Australia
now take for granted all were
extracted, inch by inch, by
workers from reluctant ruling
classes,

AKE the right to vote,
supposedly the halimark of
the Westminster system. Origi-
nally, this had & property quali-
fication. Few workers could vote.
English workers formed the
Chartist movement in 838, and
fought for the vote for over a
decade They marched, collected
huge petitions, and bauled
police. Even then, the vote was
conceded only gradually in the
next few decades. Women had
1o wage the same struggle all
aver again early this century
Our right to free speech has
also had 1o be fought for con-
tinually. Yictoria outlawed street
meetings in the Depression, and
atprotest rallies of up to 10,000,
the Communist Party had to
Place speakers in cages o prevent
police arresting them

In 1979, the Court EOvErnmEnt
10 WA banned meetings without
4 police permit, prompting a
national general strike, And
leftwing speakers are still arrest-
ed in Brishanc’s City Mall

¢ The right 10 unionise took a
ong struggle, the “Tolpuddie
Mmarlyrs” being transporied (o
Allﬂralua! s convicts [or forming
# union in Dorser, The right to
lorm political parties had (o he
gt;frnduq against Menzies'
m"n:ﬂm:l:;slr Parly Dissolution

The right to publish come
:::]r::r tunllnua’l) allack‘.'o'r;::‘
munist Pary's news,

Was banned during fﬁ’"\ﬁfr
Vnrmamprcu.-.».lershad todefe ‘
Melbourne's infamous Bylaw
418, which outlawed leaflcuin
as littering, before they tuulﬁ

effectively
campiign age the anti-war

Streer

miarches are sgill illegal

PAGE 14 SOCIALIST aCTION

n Brishane.

pounds
Right is fast ree:

Their

democracy
and ours

H]_I.l-: our rights now seem
quite generous compared
ussia’s or Chile’s, they are
still very limited. :
At work, where we spend the
bulk of ourlives as social beings,
we have few rights ]
WE enler a factory, we may as
well be entering a police stat
Outside work, our legal rights
are tolerated because they pose
little threat to capitalism. We
can speak on street corners, and
publish puny organs like
Socialist Action, only because
far more potent saurces of per
suasion —
radio, TV
millionaires
Theoretically, our votes can
change all this. In reality, the
campany boardrooms dictate 1o
anyelected government through
theircontrol aver investment and
thus the cconomy. Dr Jim
Cairns, probably Labor's most

daily new

And the rigl
strike did not really exist
Australia until 3
near-gener;

1969, when a
strike turned
hated “penal powers™into a dead
letter. Until then, many strikes
incurred fines of thousands of
a situation the New
ablishing today
Forced 10 cancede these rights
10 us over the last 150 years, our
rulers now hold them up
proof that their system is m
democraticthan any ¢
iruly astounding

other. Wh

all. When

are controlled by

leftwing treasurer ever, found
Lhis aut in 1975, when company
after company extracted -hH!:"
government hand-outs from him
simply by threatening to shut up
shop and sack thousands of
workers.

When elected governments
challenge this power of the
boardrooms, they find it is back-
ed up by the power of the state.

S0 1n 1953, when Iran’s PM
Mossadegh tried to nationalise
the US-owned oilfields, he was
toppled in a ClA-backed coup
that brought the infamous Shah
lo power. In 1954, Guatemala's
elected government was similarly
toppled when it tried to national
158 US fruit interests

In 1963, it was the Dominican
Republic’s turn; in 1964, Brazil's
In 1967, the calonels seized
BOWE in Greece, and in 1973
elected President Allende was
killed by an army coup in Chile
‘hsuﬁ.m“r{m" | John Kerr
\unm it could happen here
i w'hvn‘ln‘ sacked Gough

hitlam in 1975, In case
Whitlam did not £0 quietly, the
Army was placed on “grey aler”

grey alert

IdN REALITY, capitalist
7 Cmocracy is just democracy
O the capitalist class to rule. -
h:y prefer it to dictatorship,

fequires a large, unpro

Whig]

v armed

s b

nz:v:rgmuud resistance, Bun if
essary, they will ditch it

v cor

rast, socialisg ey
demacrgey
mocracy by which the
majority direct
Numerous re

workers r
-
Vag|
rule socigy,

olutions

ury have given ;‘1“|“, \.“H\
what this would be R
in 1905 and 1917, in Sp;

1936, in Hungary in “Ilg"\ o
Portugal in 1974, wor
councils spr |

¢
ke of
ke. In Rusgy

6, in
workers'
ANg up to my
i %
factories and offices and rll::r\

their own bosses, and pejgh
bourhood councils formed -
d d [

y democracy megn
elected delegates from these
councils coming together 1o
BOVEIN SOCiCty as & whale, Sugp
lelepate: ;
delegates differ from parliamen.
tarians in three vital ways

As in the Paris Commune, the

first revolution to establish sych
¥, they are
instantly recallable by the peg

ple
e n. They receive a
worker’s wage. And they are not

who elect

In such a system, as was
ereated bricfly in Russia after
he old capitalist army and
police would b \ded, 1a be
workers'
The press would be

opened up to all working class
parties, in proportion 1o their
following

In such a system, for the f
time in human history, we
have true democracy. One

which, as Lenin put it, “Every

when we read in the

books of how “demo-
alism was, we shall

how narrow people’s

horizons once were.

{lec Kahn

The gods must be racist

THESOUTH African movie
The Gods Must :fie Crazy is
one of Australia’s longest
running films.

et despite its popularity, it
hasa sugar-cnaled racist me wtl:lgr
that fully justifies the p ckets
against it from time L0 time
Dn the surface, the mc
seems harmless enough Itisa
pmﬁcicm comedy about the
odyssey of a San-khoi tribesman
1o the sea to throw back a Coke
‘nunlethanhcgudsMm ed
(from a plane), brin,

ie

sension to the idyllic San }

lifestyle.
Talking about the s
I

mple

khoi

happy ways of t
people of the Ka
amazingly popular
in Southern Afri
prc(cndemvnhrw'-p' who, in
the past, lived by huniing and
gathering

I say “in the pa
because the San-kh
been forced into
joined the Tural we
South African «
ranches. All those
books on people
are frauds, and 1f y
pctures carefully, you
same faces cropping
different books. Mot
that way any more
paid to dress up

“I dance with dec
woman who play
the black he;
film Nlai, The Stor)
Woman, she explains |
filming of The God
Crazy affected her

They often

»'s mother

ANC guerillas train: cheap racist

jokes that they cannol fig

shanty town. She hates the food
the South African officials dole
out to her, and deplores the
untreated sickness of the chil-
dren. TB and alchohol, which is
made cheaply available, are her
community’s familiar partners
in poverty

To hunt is illegal. The game
reserves must be kept free for
increasing numbers of South
African tourists, or the ranchers
that Pretoria is keen to seftle in
Botswana and Namibia.

“They're cute,” is the attitude
that The Gods Musi Be Cr
promotes towards the San-khoi.
They're cute, they're simple-
minded, they're not like u:

That attitude is used relent-
lessly by South Africa to justify
“separatc development™, or
apartheid. But blacks are never
so different that they cannot be
exploited with cheap of
course.

Most blacks in Southern
Africa reject the “primiti
hunter-ga " image. Like
whites, they think it is cute, but
nothing to do with them

[n Bulawayo, | once walked in
on a class of 40 black teenagers
that was viewing a film on the
former lifestyle of the San-kho
Waves of scathing, disbelieving
laughter rose from the class at
every movement on the screen
teacher pleaded for their

as the
attention 1o the commentary

The Gods Must Be Crazy gets
cheap langhs from an inept,
thuggish band of black guerillas
who kidnap a classroom of
defenceless children.

The band can't even fight on
their own, but need a crazy
bearded Cuban to lead them
When the alarm is raised as they
hooze, snooze and play cards
they jump Lo their guns only to
blast each other, and the banana
ve they are hiding in, 1o

smithereens
Southern African whites seem
to need this reassurance that
blacks cannot fight Throughout
the guerilla war that created
Zimbabwe, Rhodesian whites
were constantly told that blacks
were hopeless fighters They were
shocked when lan Smith signed
the Lancaster House Agrecment
handing the country over 1o
m.\\m!l\'\\llrlnAMl\ldll\.\\sl:!nd
to protect capitalism the
were kept in the dark and fed on
bullshir,” one white tald me
Even after Zimbabwe was
created, the myth remained. Ina
national park in 1983, 1 came
across three white civilians with
| of small firearms,
. a shenll and two

Nancy and Sid in §fd and Nancy: al

deputies. We asked why they
were armed. They said the “terrs™
werearound (short for terrorists)
and all you had to do was fire
your gun in the air and they
would run away

The blacks had won the war in
1980, and these racists were still
fooling themselves with this
nOnSEnse.

In the same way, The Gods
Must Be Crazy aims 10 reassure
South African whites that they
have nothing to fear when blacks
fight for their freedom.

The Gods Must Be Crazy may
be funny as it parades thesimple
San-khoi and the simpleton
black guerillas before us. But
fike any racist joke, it does not
deserve to be laughed at.

Barbara Hall

aw M

Sex Pistol who
fired a blank

ONTHE \uﬂﬂrt”\'iddnd J\_am :
(Love Kills) is 2 c'.un\en[mna‘
story, not all that different 1o ¢
Star is Born or The Rote. 1
TA pleasant enaugh but weat 5
willed working closs -mu\‘.]
dragged 10 his inevitable \;T'u,"
¢ by booze, drugs, band T
o the callous manipulURES
a profit-hungry mand
redeeming featur=

il the rage turned inwards

move in — the squalor and
paverty, the bleak empty drug-
haze that was authentic first-
wave punk in 197577, And the
film is beautifully made, full of
urban romanticism — glittering
high-tech New York City and its
slums, and the wreck that is
London

The performances of Gary
Oldman and Chloe Webb bring
it all horribly to hfe.

But the real tragedy is not
what happens to Sid and Nancy
(though thal bad enough) but
what does not. Their lives need
not have been so empty.

At one point, a New York
social worker is giving Sid and
Nancy their methadone fix. He
fooks up suddenly and begins 1o
lecture — junk, hes: ys, 5 a plot.
a way of wiping out the best and
brightest, of controlling the

7d their encrgy.

Heis rupmonhmhwunuunu
nor is this some ahstract Limeless
truth; In 1978, as Sid and Nancy
are spiralling downs the British
eft was organising Rock Against

i
- Hr::.;‘.m at that time was the
<ite for a newly-rising fascism of
white, unemployed \\'urklngr\‘l..‘\
youth, Rock Against Ra nam‘.us_
part of a bm_adcr »\nh-l\u‘u
League. mobilised ~mr:~hnl
thousandsinto u_mu\‘tme.nu. Jd
stopped fascism in m_tmh .m
shattered it as @ political foree.

! .. probably
punk and repgac i:\pamnl

the most politically if

3 = with his
: the love hie <hares with he A mu"mm;u&m:;:m;
ol
Mhm‘"-‘l‘ o pets its initial int erest  were © “uliih;‘ S
e e fat tht s bosed 21y oghing end Rt
Hnllnllk‘ L i L pol 1 ied
=SH Y ang about were (U
real people — S8 VLR (nd. that he sang abett P o
player for wunmng ML o ?g‘l"s; et 200
the Sex Fiso @ Naney, instead 0
] B i al enemy.
N :"wlt“‘- ::1 act, oo, of the against the ré Lenetmy.
There e hculure the
extraordi AR >
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with Alec Kahn

HE VISIT of “Red Ken"

Livingstone to Australia
has aroused a bit of press
curiosity.

And why not? [t's sorare 1o see
a leftwing Labour politician these
days, especially ong who will
come out in public for the rights
of gays, blacks and other minori
ties

Still, that should not blind usto

ry real flawsin Livingstone's

His rise to power in the Greater
London Council (GLC) in 1981
was a sign of the weakni o
strength, of British radical
at the time.

The student. gay, and women's
movements of the early seventies
had all collapsed as society
moved right under the impact of
the recession. They left behind
many activists with a taste for
campaian politics. but notfor the

i
orking class struggle that is
crucial for socialism.

These activists, deprived of
their original base and prone to
seekinga"shortcut" to socialism,
drifted into the Labour Pa
which had actually shrunk du
the radical ea ¥
Benn's unsuccessful push for the
deputy leadership of the party
was the first sign of their arrival
Lwlr\gilum. s gainis le:
hip of the Labour
e GLC was the next
But because Livingstone's
control was based on the
numbers in the local Labour Party
rather than on any militant mass
organising in London’'s working
class, he aclually achieved very
little. London's decay wenl on,
despite his good intentions.

Sure, there were plenty of token
gestures which pleased middle
class activists {and employed
them on juicy salaries)
Wamen's and Ethnic Minorities
Committees, women's centres,
women's buses and the like

Yetthe GLC was a head without
a body. Iis Women's Unit, for
example, drastically underspent
i1s £9 million budget in 1982
because there was simply no
Mass women's movement out in
IRE real world to use the money
on offer.

One campaign of Livingstone's
which did have a genuine impact
was his “Fares Fair’ policy
Elecled on & promise of cutting
Londen Transport fares by 255,

“Red Ken" Livingstone in GLC

hedrew enough pec
public transport ta

(:l.f s In .
being vot er
passengers
pay his fare

Red Ken" would not e
support the fare refusal
paign, and had the cam

office's phones cul

Mor was the GLC a particularly
‘spcialist”employer. |ts Wom
Unit boss was g
while her clerks g
£6000. Faced with a
union amongst his wr

1o dismiss them as “on tt
Side of the class barrier” to bl
collar workers.
Last year, the inevitable hap-
=ned. Maggie Thatcher legis-
Ialco the GLC out of existence

days: bump me info parliament

Unwilling ar
workers
dlmra
olded with 2
Jl)dnq
Now “Red Ken" is headed for
parliament to fight on a new
elecloral plane. Again, it is to be
for“soclalism” handed down from
above by the Labour Parly. Some
people, alas, just will not learn

whimper more

WAS going lo comment on

America's Baby M verdict,
which met with predictable
acceplance from the capitalist
press. But this piece by
Lorraine Huddle, abridged
from Britain's Socialist
Warker, really says it aH
Judge Har
ensack, New Je
come up

mps far
1 he Baby M case.

2gal claim 1o their own
children

Elizabeth Stern, like her |
band William, is a wel

doctor. They are \rue memb
1he “yuppie’ class

She didn't wanl lo have child
ren. She has self-diagni
sell as having a mild form of

ing class mother of
oy
1y her rent

rand influenc
35t her clai

hand, the mothar

tu
riheirk
filsare b
desire for
In a soclely where property
relations are all-imporiant and
human relations count for lite,
human life can be bought for 8
fee — no malter what misery It
may cause.
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i Abosses’ election, no matter

. £ Wilnjy
the bans kept on anyway I'wd

unian executive had (o use u g | i
dirty tricks of me ll]glﬁ”“-l.uu" w o WI ns
ta get them removed 3

Opponents of the scheme gy, HE 1987 ele

SOUTH KOREA w
Chun on
the run

SOUTH Korea has been in
turmoil as students and workers

nwillbea  comment down, but confirmed

onstral t still fighting, ho ) ) A

m“dt:;":mm M.::]':gur:r;): "I‘i‘ll“'.L:““‘li h ‘\I‘nu. Work hag bosses’ election, no  that they preferred Hawke
iy two : ) heen able 1c : ¥ THE 3 st
Remembered were the 1961 Bt il S H'L_"E“'“ (matter how it turns out, L\_”Lh:‘ r:;i"ullT[ILh” [‘IkL\\ IT
student rising which toppled have been used to hr\..x; Llh | Not one of the clectarally NE L i

Keating. The Australian
reported that the sharemarkets
were “backing Labor to win
The Fairfax Financial Rev
remarked that

strongman Syngman Rhee, and
the 1981 worker uprising which
seized the city of Kwangju for
three days.

Student marchers fought off

picket lines set up by residents significant |3nrlfes makr:‘ any
travellers, rank and fjje pretense of representing ﬂm‘
transport rkers. interests of workers, the

Police have been especially oppressed, or the [rmnr_ 'L\u_'[“
vicious at the St Kilda worksiis that they all argue for nightwing

i
business support
for the Hawke Governmeni

attacks by quasi-military Hohes 5 ik | policies which are supposed to o7 ' AWEe B0 :
combat police with petrol hombs S ror e “P“‘ bl benefit “all Australians a ScipErmanent o dugl
and stones. Several of the : T TRl eventually :
mobilisations were around the ARG e Gncreasingly uitray  Mosticling perhans, was he
death of student leader Park . ¢ S right, the conscrvative parties  HPRTEL S0t o e
Chiong-<hal, and have forced Vi o From  thig e have been a shambles for (M-S BRETOn SIS
President Chun Doo Hwan to 31 T T - . : s project months. The Bielkc-Petersen @ 1
e e ; lled i criainly have, in the : as most pe s0 without

sack six cabinet ministers. Korea: A woman mourns a student killed in the Kwangju uprising \llu .I-\I-I.\-.. -_Illl ”:nlrv -'\\ By push has destablished both the d‘“"m. § I“:ﬂ'lﬂl:[ml-'“‘:\\‘ i1

Park Chong-chol was choked e tett thair e \“I ‘““ gL Nationals_and the Liberals =d “Workers' Panty” described

o olects their interests T e orkers' Pai s!

lgdcarb S pﬁhcgcru;he&:hg rowdy march on the PSB offices  official last month admitted without _L’I\'”r_él Joh the centre et e 3
: r;:a.: T‘ga:;Lé ;,-;m 0\.'?1 ?he and occupied them may be necessary 1o add more  COMPQ FIGHT W stage he sough! sy s”. Yet he now decla John Singlelon: look who's backing Labor now!
o try to i There, they confronted board  nuclear missiles than are LIEMECk in WHICHBIES: sl mself "o Flegd: o

whereabouts of another leftwing ; alled typified their disarray
ik members over attacks on removed, depending on ihe was caliec 1ed Lheir qisarms supporting Labor, and is bitter has been matter. His tax culs, like
activist. Two members of the floxiime provisions. The delails of the new agreement.” Labor EXPEIS Shadow treasurer Jim Carlton pynping the

elite anti-communist police gecupation ended witha rousing Ifa deal climinates all medium contradicted himself on tax e gl --‘5Ur7'.‘|r||_‘l|‘f‘|‘.:l ngem-‘u‘"r:udm‘m- kfi“lrlL|al:::‘:s pfr‘ufmr:‘.;‘ “"F:.-
B Rl e e naousing e e, NSW MP John Howard had to dissvaw YN REALITY, employer afierbudget Malcolm Fraser finance them, the Times an
the murder, and after details of a In other states, the response of frD[%l Europe, NATO count ; Neil Brown for backing the Fiji | mouthpieces like Murdoch  qulity Sunday reports that Liberal
top-level cover-up became FUh|IFSE|\;1"\&;';.\5 mn.nE i et rrp e IJW”J'\]\\II[’W s’:; LEFTWING Labor MP George coup too nly. Liberal Par and Singleton have not been Labor promised a new era of  strategists plan a Horror Budget
known, Chun had three more  |n Canberra, a motion to extend  launched L"rum, missiles oy Fetersen was expelled from the president John Valder openly converted to anything. La peace between employers and in late September, much as is
cops arrested. But protests just qion hans 'm e ”m“‘mli Sy ("‘rn ; .\«&H ‘--n ALP, as the battle over workers' canvassed t prospect of a  has simply proved it can do a  workers, 1 set about expected from Labor in August.
gathered momentum, HnihG Federaied Clerkh Union wapi e LI T“ WL AB0 - compensation intensified in leac 3 after the better job for them than the ayacking unions. It ed the Howard's attacks on “union

Despite arresting 1350 pepber i Tax was u'::mh-clj-‘w” ‘m“”frlml[];[”g;"‘ “\'c':crl"“l‘: NSW last month tion was need Liberals Food Presenvers, deregistered  power” will aim {0 ensure We
demonstrators in one day, Chun by ACOA officials, E Risdan air dui:mcs.‘uucur:!:‘n: The state I 1 11l fun to watch. But the ‘.\‘ hat _I ahor the (he BLF, and lately (he cannot resist

was forced to sack his PM and

e r e i for the conservatives' ng class in this election was have becn inthe fiing  Nonetheless, Howard may
five other ministers two days m#’;ﬁﬂ:]\hn.urnr_ ACOAleaders 10 a West German official o vt i il i ot up by Petersen, who once  well pick up votes from workers
later. The national police chiel 5 ro»\n 3 Jciand flc SEEEHERRIEEAr-ald  Mathias 1 abor is likely to win this columnist, The anti-union assault, now  wha figure that things could not I
i onatiee otion for a 24 hour strike in  Rust's Cessna, for example?) ; t 3 I

ms 1o be racing to catch up  be any worse under a Liberal- |

sobdarity with NSW members al e i election because it has seized ot was used to pork-barre g
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His new PM is Lee Han-key, 69, Melbourne, motions from the 8 = 2luelield ly. Employers Boh Hawke pitalist do you sell a m Hawkeand Petersen complement

nuclear missiles™ (up to 500 km now wonder whether

& former academic whose only

povermment pont hoa peen . 1007 to take industrial action if range), and improved nuclear be O s e '\”m:.‘.'-J}{\‘L.‘l‘||.\:c\||j...1 }ﬁf:;\,'“,h:r"r.-[‘:‘hlllii-n.l":fi voting atal s worihs the bother
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Walinal Sectity P1anning‘ was nol surprising. Union lﬂﬁksl'ﬂ:ethlwnch|u\|umn£m r House, Labor consery ernment” is - return, it wou'd I'lhllll‘\] {he hald of Hawkes \'qnx\i-d.llts.mr.\;l “"-‘.‘,‘& [T:hi; I
Agency chief ani a Lk Membershipinthe public service take the arms race one further s SRR fliesity e old ons, Vet the RetCopen g iee o Mighiwing palices in the st and gLy At iy
squa ing ove o 5 ‘the most mi hammered the message home.  econo u , Lal K a Lol
PUBLIC SERVICE e (;ulrg;nh gy, vorkers by any | Westpac's New York currency and the ACTU prompus d FTWEEN Petersen and _slemaite, This _question i
§ few brief displays of defianc ernment, Liberal f trading chief said o change of wagecutting deal Whic ET ke stand Howard and discussed onpage 9-10
have allowed wages and MELBOURNE sovernment would be a continued cver since Sinclair, desperately seeking yel i.\\culhﬂ..ul: lrllga. T i
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- eV 0 oo = 0 i the e | hligate o tone this increasc in the “social wage i ound. how w 5
get a visit rested o fo puins s IANK OUtIOOK  ““etersen said. b was not il PO ety Howard dos do e ot s Dt EELELS
who want a union with more 1 . acting alone, but as part of 4 well in this election, it will i) Cam e raiest candidates
THE faf cat bureaucrats of the Spunk 'or ||ght fal| movement of workers in defence pecause he is @ ble L0 :ﬁ:'.ﬂﬁﬂr::{h; primarily oriented

g":::‘ Service Board (PSB) in A of their compo rights. BHP has pose to the left of
m’om:!’ 20! a rude suprise last DISARMAMENT M" TER a delay of nearly three  sacked 60 maintenance workers

months, work is under way on at Pt Kembla steelworks for

hypocritically posc 19 Lo inaing votes eiher, but (0
an SOMe LES. 3 s
Hawke on s0me . quite making the argument ar

I war L ¥y

gle
After a picket of Australi the Victori living standards ~ StruBBie. S
stralia hﬂ A = _Victorian government's striking in defence of sruthfully, that Iving \ Qur energies must go into
House which turned away ore missiles RAect 1o convert the Por compensation. Farty. thousand pave fallen a}mrw\‘l'ﬂ:‘;:; strengthening grassroots
Vi 1 4 L 1S at La
i ‘L'I":k“ and peonle, aftar N- act! elbourne and St Kilda rail  South Coast miners, ironworkers Hawke, He argues 80 oo organisation at work and In "';'
Puble gervans held a p . P 10 trams (' ral and metalworkers went out on \ax cuts are a [ra community, 0 thal we are reacy

of women 4 I o
stax cut from 10 fight !gﬁ:nsl whj-lle”
o “lax g:mmmrmueletlednn uly 11.
Richard Emerson

The m; obstacle to
DONThobd your breath forany  Work . proos cl®

arms reductions in Europe, even
if Russia and the US do come 10
&N arms agreement,

example, "
workers will 2 ul
Again, given the

J-u-l:n"lmn‘wmumlaa mﬂJu?n.
oas%E im 15 substantially true et Pt
this claim B S il ST oudgel — P12

o wll”\;éw things is another
do abou!
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the May 26 in their defence
'A”"mhln‘!R-Ml‘“ kban by the Numerous groups of workers
i T Union will be demanding that their
called n[‘l €d al a mass meeting  employers produce a decent
In fact, &n arme deal may Bl sov e OY the ALP  workplace-based scheme of
¥ Bovernment Lo deregist safety and compensation @

to Socialist
mean more nuclear missiles! the ARU, or 10 deregulate its

Action
£ A senior US arms control  award C.m.'.” 1‘he .||ults in the
'AGE 2 — SOCIALIST ACTION government scheme.
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mes latters from readers. Please
00 words. Address all corres-
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Hit Squad hits

1 am unemployed and studying
part time at Quc:ps]and
University. This puts me into the
5% — sory, Social Secunly’s —
“high risk™ {of what?) category.
so 1 recently got a lewer from
their “review team”, commonly
known as the Hit Sguad.

The letier informed me that
the §S was not satisfied that 1
was making “sufficient attempls”
to ohtain work, Also enclosed
were four forms that [ was to fill
out and have signed by
employers as proof | had applied

When | lodge my usual
fortnightly form. | must now
include two of these forms, and
be interviewed by a member of
the Hit Squad

My last interview went like
this

The review officer began, alter
“formalities”, by telling me she
wasn't satisfied with my attempts
1o obtain work, 5o | asked what
puidelines she was using. She
restated that she wasn't satisfied
and launched into a tirade on the
“evils”of being dependent on the
government, and wasnt |
unhappy about this? | should
spending all day, every day
looking for work. She implied
that | personally was responsible
for not having a job and so, by
exiension, was every other
person my age on uncmploy-
meni benefit.

When | reminded her that in
Queensland at present the CES
has 50 unemployed registered for

every job vacancy. she
she was seriously considcring
*terminating” me

1 tried to discuss this with her
{not knowing if she was basically
fascist or i her consciousness
had been fucked by directives
from the Big Boys in Canberra
and tried to get her back 1o the
question of what guidelines she
was using. Finally, after 15
minutes | gol a direct response,
“I'mi mar going 10 tell vou what
puidelines I'm using, because
then you'd simply come hack
and show me voud sal !
theni!"

Well, 1 wasn't getting
tried tosay that [ thought it
unfair 1o blame the u
for unemployment
we're nol the ones
workers and close [
because they're not
enough. All shedd say was
“That's your ppinion and it s not
your opinion that counts, it’s my
opinion thai does.” She opened
the door and repeated that she
was seriously considering
“terminating”™ my elit”™.

What's the best way 1o
with hastardry like
Furiously yours .

STEPHEN ANDREWS
Brish

who sack

deal
this?

Stations or casinos?

The two photos with this letier
represent two ends the

cetrum in New South W
the political handlir
by an ALP gavernm

The first photo shows what
the Government does for the

-l

workers
station burnt down some tim
ago, but no attempt has k
made to repair the dam
burnt out Fuin is in a dangerous
state, 1s unsig
10 the users of t
Authonty train

e parasi
them, clearing the dec
L]

The La

ba railway

and is an insult

State Rail

The secand photo shoy
are havir

st casing in Austral

T LAST, an answer cor

to the question that
has been tormenling us,
Why do Prince Charles
and Princess Di need
separate bedrooms?

It's quite simple, says a
Buckingham Palace
aide. “The Prince doesn't
wanl the Princess’s maid
there when he is putting
on his underpants.”

Times must be getting
tough al the Palace.
Since when does Lhe
Prince not have an aide
10 pul on his underpants
for him?

HE RIGHT hand

doesn't know whal

the extreme right hand is
oing . ...

Two days after the
mini-budget, Bob Hawke
issued a glossy report 1o
his electorate of Wills, It
boasted of his achieve-
ments for youth, and
declared thal “the arch-

phies of the New Right

servative philoso-

present plans,
terms of
irhan planning
consideration
{or the rich af

poor

vice. whi
interestin
raised 1
state

would spell disaster for
young Australians’.
Philosophies like "“ter-
tiary fees" and “removal
of unemployment bene-
fits for under 18-year-
olds"

Well, Bob, how do you
spell disaster?

ROGRESS . the

Reagan Administra-
on has budgeted $620
million this year for
deslroying chemical
Weapons.

Il has also budgeted
8158 million for produ-
cing mora of them

sent a lelter toa Sydney-
sider ntly. It had
n different
brochures in

unsolicit

it
ROGRESS (conti-
nued). .. The CIA, in
adverti asking

US citizens under 35
living in Auslralia to
become agents, now
describes ilsell as “an
equal opportunity
employer

And China's Great Hail
of the People this month
hosts a five day con-

® CHAUVINIST Corner. .. John MacBean, NSw

Labour Council secrefary

and managing

direclor of “union radio” station 2K’
¥, h,
declared thal Sydney “may not b. " for
awvn;‘m radio annauneers,r o
uestion: has Sydne|
waxticn na ydney ever been ready lor John

ference entitled "Bei
f jing
BT — the Third Wurlg
Advertising Congress'

T IS with considerable
regret thal we learn
that Rambo Hli has been
Postponed almosl a year.
Originally, it was to be
shal in Mexico because

s a disaster in
urban renewal and
but the main
is what it will d

no voices

at the disgusti

f the station. You

£ s sure that station was in

amount of money being spenton  EdgechiT « di Junction, it

the developn of D w d have been rebuill

Harbour could be u mim

development  projects for the

waorkers, and in other areas of  state

government where funding s I it has now H"j

being reduced or withdrawn Lakemba station will not ha
The development of Darling  the profile it has now

Harbour, as be MANNIE DE SA

Sy

The

o
fear of 1
also declined ¢
stand for the U3
presidency. Very wise
just think of all those
goddamn foreigners he'd
have to meet if he was
elected

EMOCRACY, Chi-
lean Junla style .
Bail has been set 1or
the soldier accused of
incinerating a demon-
strator last July. It Was
§23
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Fiji’'s coup:
So much for
“democracy™

LI'S coup last month

was a devastating
reminder that under capitalist
democracy, it is the ruling
class’s state machine, not the
government that we elect,
that holds ultimate power
through its monopoly of
armed force.

The remarkable thing about
Colonel Rabu coup s
lack of an cven h:
pretext. T
breakdown ¢
crimes or

e
public arder, no
nders by the
. no wave of class

ka refer
some dark plot to destabilise the
government. He did not explain
why he arrested the government

ministry. Again,
he offered no names

Finally, he settled on the
danger of racial unrest between

Fijians and Indians. Certainly,
after the election in April of
Fiji's first truly multiracial

government, some people did
try to excite fear amongst
Fijians. Equally certainly, they
were failing

On April 24, ethnic Fijians
demonstrated, at the urging of
their chiefs and former Alliance
Party government MPs. In the
capital Suva, 5500 marched
They wanted guaraniees
ensuring Fijians’ special status.

As this status was enshrined in
the Constitution, and as
Bavadra had neither the power
nor the desire to amend that
began Lo
the new

document, the [ear
subside

When

Rabuka:
correctly
assessed
the
Governor-
General

parliament met, only 1000
Fijians could be found to
demonstrate against it

With racial tension on the
wane, those fomenting it
to desperate measures. One ex
government
arrested for firebombin
Attorney-Ge A
another for sedition. The coup
nay well have been a further
desperate measure

urned

member

EALISTIC explanations

of the coup are not difficult

The Bavadra government was
looking inlo corruplion in the
previous ministry. Several ex
uding ex-PM
d reason 1o

ministers, incly
Ratu Mara, had g
fear what migh

And by past standards,
Bavadra’s program looked quite
radical. Free medical services
free public (ramsport, mon-
apossible ban on US
ative Fijians

alignment,
warships — cor
found this unsettfing

Inevitably, the ClA has come
under suspicion Its involvement
is by no means impossible, bul
carly evidence for it has been
thin, The coup suited the US
(“We're kinda delighted.” a
Pentagon staffer told the Syedne)
Vorning Herald) but we should
not overestimate the threat that
Bavadra posed to LS interests.
Nor should we underesimate
the viciousness of sections of
Fiji’s own ruling class

On balance, the coup was
probably the result of a narrow
conspiracy between Allianee
Party elemenis fearful of
corruption charges and sections

of the army motivated by anti-
communism and Fijian racism,

The narrowness of the
conspiracy explains its initial
lack of support from the rulis
class. The Governor-ener
the judges, | dia, and much
of husiness condemned it, while
the chiefs were silent for several
days

But its narrow social base d id
not make the coup unvi
Rabuka correctly assessed the
Governor-General and the
chiefs, and provoked a race riol
1o palarise apinion
behind him. The military 1s
reporied to have I ansported the
3040 Fijians who attacked the
prayer meeling to Sukana Park
The rioting they began subsided
within a day, further suggesting
(hal it was In‘ng‘llrd|.|Ih|.‘rthu||

spontancous

ABUKA'S coup hung
the balance for six days
from Thursday May 14, Partly,
fhis was due 10 the ruling class
reaction, but just as portant
was the opposition of workers
and others AcT0SS ihe eountry-
The shock of the coup initially
paralysed opposition. For two
Says, the only demonsiration
was & vigil by the Q“m \‘I[-lll‘c
“inupped MPs. But in Fuis
\L::‘::r:gp city, luun:j}t;i I;mw';:l\l
.gan shutling imme cly, a
:I‘E'r three days. Pt rol wis
g oul. 3
mr[\:\\\:}.‘h‘. weekend of May 16-
17, uplotwo thousand pmp!cl_a
them Fijian} marched in

rd of
thr’cu:‘c.u. Leaflets appearcd
E\gnﬂd by the People’s

S

Demoeratic Movement and Fiji
Freedom Fighters, One said:

“We have 10 act now. Dan't goto

This call caught the mood
exactly. By Monday, Fiji was
grinding 10 a halt. The main
cities outside Suva — Lautoka
Sigitoka and Nadi — shut down
entircly. Bomb threats closed
shops and banks that tried 1o
open, and a department store
was set alight. Taxis seen on the
streets were stoned.

In Suva, BOT of shops closed
public transport stopped, and
half the city's taxis were off the
road. The Fiji Teachers Union
struck, and academics and
students at the University of the
South Pacific boycotted classes.
In the public service and banks,
absenteeism disrupted opera-
tions,

RUCIALLY, farmers and

workers refused to begin
the sugar harvest set for the
Monday.

Crushing scheduled for the
Wednesday was banned. One
cane [armer said, “Farmers are
prepared (o g0 W ithout money if
it will bankrupt this regime
Saboteurs hurned canefieldsand
timber plants

Along the west codst,
Bavadra’s stronghold, villagers
posted plagards calling for
Lahour's restoration

Rabuka arrested Labour
Party officials {ivists and
union leaders, (0 na avail. The
commander of the Palice
Mobile Force was arrested. The
head of the YWCA spoke oul
and was seized. Yet the
demonstration on the Monday
was bigger still.

Unions did not openly call for
a general strike. [t may be that
agitation was done in secret to
minimise arrests; it may be that
union leaders trusted the
Governor-General, and workers
acted on their own.

Bavadra's message, smuggled
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from detention, appealed @
Australia and New Zealand and

made no call o his own people.

F BAVADRA was counting

on Bob Hawke and David
Lange for help, he was sadly
mistaken.

Despite a direct appeal from
Ema Druawesi, a Fijian Labour
Party vice-president under
house arrest, for “the camplete
sanciioning of everyihing that
comesinto Fiji ', Hawke refused
His posturing against the coup
was for Australian consumption
he accepied the fait acompli

Bavadra, and many Fijians in
Australia, wanted military
intervention by Hawke. They
overlooked twa things

Firstly. a government that can
only survive when propped up
by another quickly hecomes its
puppet. Secondly, Australia is
no force for progress in this
region. Labor has betrayed
Fretilin and the OPM, and
fawned on the US and
Indonesia. in pursuit of
Canberra’s own third-rate
imperialist goals. The slightest
pressure from the US. and a

Hawke-led army interveniion

would betray Bavadra too.

Clasy solidarity was needed

Fipian union leaders called on

Australian and New Zeal
unions for help, requesting

“camplete bans” and “the

harshest measures necessar)
isolate the regime’. Bavadra

own union, the Public Service
Association. called on its

overseas equivalents to  har

Customs clearance in order to

stop trade
The ACTUs Simon Cream
respanded contemptibly. He

Behind the
race divide

171 was never the South
Sea paradise that the
tourist brochures claim. It has
deep-seated economic and
and social problems,
lis economy rests on sugar

exports and tourism. Both are |

suffering from the current world
recession. The economic
proht:ms have brought
unemployment, crime
dix;fl’utkoyn. s

ut the most enduring social
])mb.lum is race. For U%yr.an.
relations between Indians and
indigenous Fijians have been at
the centre of colonial and
national politics.

Fiji’s Indians were oniginally
brought there by Britain to work
the canefields. Immigration
ended in 1917, and today's
]ndmns. are third and fourth
Eeneration Fijian-born. Unlike
the French setilers in New
c"il‘in::;.“;!‘m :n neither

1S nor
colonial power. C

Racial problems arise from
the social structure the British
Selup, The Empire gave the two
mm quite distinl economic

%ﬁ. :5: B3 of the land
bevssy Eroups

Fijians wail as the Council of Chiefs mesls: Rabuka won'l help them

most Fijians live in villages,
growing their own food and
some copra for cash. Because
the Fijians have more land than
they can work, they lease much
of it to Indians to produce cash
crops, mostly sugar,

For decades, the British
banned Fijians from commerce,
and this area remains totally
Indian-dominated. Converscly,
Indians refused to enlist in the
army during the War because
Bn_ would not give them
Whlyf rates of pay, so the army is
a Fijian stronghold. The public
sector, staffed by both Fijians
and Indians, is the main means
of social mobility.

The economic divide has
reinforced the separation of the
iwo eommunities, which have
different religions, cultures and
mother tongues. Intermarriage
i almost non-existent, and even

declared Uthe most effective
way of returning the efecred
_mn-g-n‘mu-m 1o power was
vhraugh  Federal Governmen
pressire’s and fretted publicly
hout union bans disrupting the
holidays of tourists.

The Waterside Worker: d
Seamen's Unions, to their credit
took immediate action to ban all
shipping. The Airline
Attendants banned [lights
briefly after the Nadi airport
hijack

THE end, the coup
eceeded. On Tuesday 19
the Governor-General
capitulated fofally to Rabuka,
making him head of a Council of
Advisors and dismissing the
Bavadra government.

Even the Governor-General's
original “compromise™
cave-in o Rabuka,
involved fresh e
Bavadra would almost certainly
have lost these: volers rarely
rally behind parties th
keep themselves in
Whitlam found in |

by the

L1

Rab
his hand

have overp) d
avadra was prepareg
o accede 10 the Governg,
General's [resh \.lL'L[\nn:
Rabuka’s heavily-stackeq
Council of Advisors, which j
rewriting the Constitution 15
make it impossible for [ aboyy
j:_\“|" left him no option buy 1o

After [lirtin
militarily unviab

with the

e of g
West Fijlan breakaway stae
Bavadra called for mass ciyi

disobedience, including genera|
strikes for two days each week

In its first week, at least, this
call produced a huge
from

sponse

rkers. Every city outside
Suva was shut down.

This latest news as we go o

ral  strikes
1 better
of Advisors,
ng class supporters,
once they feel their pos
sét their sights much higher

Colonel Rabuka hassown the
wind. He may yet reap the
whirlwind

1

Graham Willett

Labour Party (FLP)
The FLP was based on the

unions, especially the white
collar unions,
was a multiracial force. In the
west of the main island, many
poorer Fijians worked at least
part of the year as canecutiers
alongside Indians. There, and in
the public service, the FLP won
ethnic Fijian as well as Indian
working class support.

and like them it

two

ar government-

imposed wage freeze in 1985-86
was the last straw for many
workers, while educated middle

class Fijians were fed up with the
outnumbered ethnic Fijians. Alliance’s conupzion_p In last
T'_" F!J "_5‘-'“59_0“‘?'“8345'7%- April's election, the Alliance
:lmnonty in their own land 15 vote amongst Fijians dropped
eep-rooted. from 829 to 779, and amongst

The political structure

minority race voters from 839

reinforces the separate-bui- to 80%.

equal status of the communities.
By a complex process, each
community gets 24 seats in
parliament, Another § seats are
effectively “up for grabs™

T}I!:, Fijian-dominated
Alliance Party for 17 years
Wwon most of these through its
:g;ul :o the minority
munities (Euro
Chinese ete). ]
A camfortahle division
p:hrslsr.r.d. The Fijians controlled
the state, the Indians the
£conomy,
P In 1985, things came unstuck
he Indian business-based
QOpposition, the National

This was no landslide, but it

gave Bavadra a 28-24 majority.

Of these 28, 19 were Indian, 7
Fyian and 2 minonly race
Bavadra reduced the imbalance
in his inner Cabinet, appointing
7 Indians, 6 Fijians and 2
minority race.

So claims by Rabuka that the
government was a threat o
Fijians were clearly untrue. And
if ordinary Fijians believe that

they will benefit from Rabuka's

rule, they are about to be
disillusioned.

The powers that he has taken
to himself to keep down the
Indian majority will be turned
only too willingly against Fijian

Waving hands: Cory's candidates al a ally gy

Manila: A tale of two rallies

ARLY MAY saw two big rallies in
E\daniln OnMay Day, over 100,000
workers marched through the streets
under red flags. Nine days later, some
30,000 people flocked to the final
election rally for Cory Aquino’s Senate
candidates. The events symbolized two
very different kinds of politics.

The May Day march wasspirited, despite
40 degree heat. Vast numbers of young
workers, including t of thousands of

women, poured t 1 Lown, sporting -
shirts emblazoned ¥ the name and
slogans of the n jilitant KMU  union

rch culminat

movement. T
where speakers addressed
poverty, unemployment, and the right to
strike. Cory’s labour minister was booed
By contrast, the Aguino election meeting
was a superficial affair. Speakers divided

their time between phrases about everyone
‘working

her” and attacks on
tyrant, Ferdinand Marcos
e were mercifully spared the song
and-dance acts the candidates had been
offering provincial audicnces, there was no
hint of actual policies )

May Day showed what a powerlul
movement the Filipino left has built in the
factories and poor neighbourhoods. Yet
election day showed that the capitalist class
still has an iron grip on the parliamentary
system, Left candidates of the Partido ng
Bayan (People’s Party) got nowhere near
election into the Senate

Workers and peasants who will accept the
leadership of militant left organisations in
the day-to-day struggle clearly still have
faith in Cory Aguino when il comes 1o
national politics, and her local electoral
machines are able to deliver an
overwhelming vote

OUNDED in 1980 with 50,000
members, the Kilusang Mayo Uno
(May Day Movement) or KMU now
represents 700,000 of the 2 million or s0
unionised workers. 1t_competes for
influence with the “yellow” unions who are
pro-employer, and it seems Lum‘nsll_ngi; o
be influencing the “bread and butter” unions
who stand between the two extremes.
This is a young movement, for whom &
May Day march is still a new and exciting
experience. It is also determined. After

At Globe Steel in East Iim.rw\lmc.nc
met workers who had been on sinke {or

picket line. But they also told stories of ather
local strikers who had won quickly “becaise
hey b m

solidarity where otherwise
It is testimony to the impact
they are having that the right win|

sympathy in the provinees operations by U

ballot-rigging used against !
and left oppositions. Filipinoelectionsarea

All these movements face growing

repression [rom the same government that
was supposed to be renewing democracy.
Progress under Aquina?” snorted one
union activist i Bataan province. “Of
caourse. Under Marcos we only had Killings.
Now we h

€ Massacves.
Massacres indeed. Two hundred workers

at the Bataan Export Processing Zone were
fired o
kilk
been killed outside the presidential palacein
Manila

by troops on 31 January, and two
Nine days earlier, |8 peasants had

With the masses increasingly organised

and combative, and the government
showing it can be as repressive as Marcos,
the opportunity should have been there fora
left electoral foree to do well. Or 50 it must
have seemed when the Partido ng Bayan
(PnB) was formed.

TIIE LEFT'S electoral failure in May

needs some explanation. It is not

enough 1o point (o repression and dirty
tricks by the government,as the KMU did in
a full page newspaper ad on election day.

Certainly the repression was fierce, with

27 left activists being killed. At least 2837
families were dislocated and thus effectively
disenfranchised by conveniently-timed

e military r
And there was certainly vole-buying and
both the right

d Aquino played to win
But the repression and the fraud were 1o
be expected. Yet even well into the
campaign, the PnB was confidently
expecng 10 elect several senalors. S\Tm:j
spoke of getting 20 per cent of the vole an
electing all their seven candidates
icse hopes proved unrealistic and it
scems clear the PaB und\_'lc\hmﬂtcd the
extent 1o which ihe capitalist ti_rcmml
process always favours the sialus Quo.
There are several aspects 1o this s ”
To begin with, there is the power ua
money and institutions, A single Sﬂrse;nlt‘s
TV ad costs $3-4000, and the counuys
hip!w».t-ulculauon newspaper charges i
that for a full page advertisement. El
exITaVAERnces e far beyond the r;sm:::o\j
of left candidates. By contrast, [n;!; 3
final election mn$- was broadcas
L 4
‘ﬂl {;;u;gl:nu‘:; OCi:HWr\'AIiNE institutions
weighed m ontheside oftradi mlpoltes
Most notably. the Catholic Chu

rough business, a

This |. social mixing is rare

picketers

visitinga range of picket linesin Manila and

L Federation Party, disi - |
Since the 1940s, Indians have  and out of the IR, worken and viliagers U iber | arcas, | came away Waving fists: Pepsi-Col2

— ruinsemerged the  start making frouble. 1Wo provin
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described PnB eandidates as “lepers”. In the
|aealities, Agquino had the services of
politically appointed government officials,
the "Officers-in-Charge™ who campaigned
full time for hercandidates. “ The (HCs have
defivered”, she remarked on hearing the poll
results.

Maost of the traditional ruling class clans
have regrouped under the Aquino banner
and these stll possess formidable local
patronage networks.

UST AS important is the ideological
Jn;pu:t. Even in an improverished and
unstahle country like the Philippines,
capitalism does not rule primarily by force
of arms.

Rather it 15 organised so that many of the
experiences of daily life the media,
Sunday mass, popular jokes, and also the
complete lack of power that peaple so often
feel breed a conservative mentality
Capitalism rules by the “consent of the
governed”, and most elections demonstrate
the fact.

I was taken 1o visit Smoky Mountain,
where 5,000 people live atop and around a
gigantic rubbish tip. The place is shrouded
insmake from the spontaneous combustion
of organic garbage. lllness and malnutrition
are rife.

After Marcos fell, leftwing community
achivists moved to sirengthen their
organisation here, bul ran im0 some
resistance. Many local peaple were
influenced by charges that the activists were

“communists”, Needless to say, the residents
of Smokey Mountain have little to fear from
communism — orany other radical change.
But they imagine they do. i

A different but related case is the
membership of the left's mass organisations
PnB expectations of a large vole relied
heavily on adding up the numbers of these
members, and arriving at several millions.
These would then influence their familics 1o
vole PnB, and the lefi would have the
numbers. In reality the left vote did not
reflect these calculations.

S(JME aclivists explain the discrepancy
ms of poll fraud. But surely there is
more fo if.

Just as Australian trade unionists will
elect a communist as their union secretary,
but never vate communist in elections, so in
the Philippines there is a gulf for some
workers between trade union conscinusness
and political awareness i

KMU members are courageous and
thoughtful peaple, but clearly a lot of them
still have illusions in Cory. The same goes
for the KMP peasant movement, whose
Papular left leader, Jaime Tadeo, did not
come clqsz 1o getting elected :

This is nol grounds for despair, The
situation is still very Nuid. Elections are held
once every lew years, but the struggles of
warkers and peasants B0 on every day. In
these strugples, people's ideas can :haﬁgc
rapidly. Just as the apolitical worker of
yesterday could become the KMU fighter of
today, so he or she can learn
Z?\;:"e"“ lomorrow that the

nment 15 ju: /|
s Just another govern,

Thatis why it is the pali

nol those of alutimwda;“ w.:;’r?:nf'
matter for the Filiping lefy 2

through
Aguino
ment of

— Tom € Lincoln
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Demanding land reform; Aquine and her troops

With an economy
on the rocks,
Cory hits the poor

AY WAS g relatively bright
month for the Phillippines
economy, according to the Chamber of
Commerce. The reason was the
imulating effect of an d 8555
million spent on election campaigning!
But hopes for a slogan-led recovery
would be misplaced, for the couniry’s
economic problems run very deep.

The Marcos regime is clearly a major
culprit. Not only did Ferdinand and Imelda
take some $10 billion oul of the country, but
they left it saddled with a erushing foreign
debt. The Philippines is now the seventh
fargest third world bhorrower, and its debt
accounts for 70 per cent of the gross
national product.

Aquino's international prestige was such
that she could undoubtedly have got away
with at least selective repudiation of debis
inherited from the past. She chose not to do
50,

The case of the Bataan nuclear reactor
was particularly revealing, Afier ihe
Chernobyl disaster, the governmen finally
bowed 1o the outcry from Bataan residents
and decided not to operate it. But she
insisted on paying the $2.1 billion bill for it

This despile a memorandum from her
own ldvunr.u pointing out that the contract
for the project was “Void from the srart
because of fraud”, and despite the fact that
Westinghouse had provided an old, unsafe
reactor.

Filipino workers officially are entitled 1o
aminimum wage of about aday, though
many actually earn less. In response lo
union calls for a 70 cents increase, the
president announced on May Day that
workers would be granted the princely sum
of ten cents. Union leaders right]
denounced this as “small ehange™ an§
wn‘l'vmh; out of the meeting.

lever Aquino’s personal i
might or might not be, she knp‘z:u:lgh::
the basis of brutal capitalist realities, She
holds down wages and fawns over bankers
because her gavernment is desperate 1o
Alract investment Lo an economy that has

been depressed since 1983,

Wealthy Filipinos are still depositing
their profits abroad, and one bank officlal
complained to the media that potential
foreign investors “are saving o us: why
shoutd we invest in your countm? You
dony.”

The government may take some
satisfaction in the fact that the American
Shakeys Pizza chain plans to base ils
Pacific rim operations in Manila, But
overall, US investment in the March 1987
quarter was only 76 per cent of the 1986
figure, and the fall in Japanese investment
was sharper still.

The Bataan Export Processing Zome,
which offers generous tax concessions to
multinational corporations, today boasts
only 29 factories compared with 56in 1979,
and closures appear to be continuing,

No wonder Cory sceks to hold wages
down. No wonder warkers are shot down by
the army when they fight for higher pay. If
investors are to be attracted back, the price
of the economic crisis must be foreed omto
the backs of long-sulfering Filipino
workers.

AND reform is one area where the
government will have to make some
concessions soon.

A majority of families living below the
poverty line are to be found in the
countryside. The government has reached
anagreement with the KMP on a minimum
land reform program.

Even so, land won't just be handed aut for
the most part, While idle and abandoned
lands will be distributed free, sequestered
and foreclosed areas will be leased and sold,
respectively, Liberal credits will be
available, but the peasants will pay

Itis not yet clear how far the Aguine land
reform program will go in practice, It may
only stop, or perhaps just slow the growih in
land hunger. In rice lands today, the average
land holding is 0.5 to 1.5 hectares, well
below the 1-5 hectares considered
economically viable under Marcos,

Left union leader Crispin Beltran
summed up many Filipinos' doubts about
the government's plans very well:

“Under Marcos, 28 million heciares were
Promised the landless, but only 1484
changed hands, If the Aquine government 1s
as slow, it will rake 2000 years for the
landiess 1o awn their land.”

FEDERAL ELECTION

Traditionally, the Left in Australia has advocated a
election, many leftwingers are considering not voting at a
Don't Vote campaign has begun,

main party.

Y
Below, Socialist Action members present two sides of y
the case for voting for left “protest” candidates, with pref
majority position Is for the second alternative.

o vote or
not to vote?

The case for
not voting

VOLUTIONARY
Australia have

supported the ALP at electi

Tradition, howe
habit. At this Fedel
old habit should be

Let's examine why. First of all, s there
anything attractive about a third term
ALP government?

The first two terms have been successful
beyond Frascr®

The 1983 wage [
partial, delayed and
have cut real wages by around 13%
workers resist, the ALP applies the
used 50 brutally on the BLE

The social wage has

budget cutbacks n |

r, can a bad

| Flectian, the 90 year

arded

Idest dreams.

e plus three ye
scounted indexation
When

education, Living standards ha
markedly that cven the Libs are hoping to
hypocritically exploit this fact at this
election

Not all living standards, though
Company profits have risen in the same
period from 8O return on investors fundsto
11.7% return, The profit bludgers are doing

very nicely, thankyou

The ALP proudly promises more of the
same, And they are standing proudly on
their record whic includes  uraniun
exports 1o Mururoa via France, student
fees, the strengthening of ANZUS, billions
spent on submarir wd F-18 fighter
bombers, the rencg on land rights, and so
on,

For vaters ot yet convineed, the ALP
promises 11D cards, and has begun an assaull
on unemployed and pension recipients,
particularly single parents and under-15s

Labor, then, does not in any way deserve
a vole

The traditional position replies, hawever
that the ALP should be supported not
because af its record in office, but inspite of
s record

Workers should vole ALP
argument because this is a vole for
union-based party, and itis a rejection ol |

goes the
a
he

ote for Labor at election time, But in this

bourne, for exal
; mple, asmall
Ups have called for avote 1o neither

all. In
while anti-nuclear qro Mel

€ debate: the case for not voi
voting, and
erences to Labor, Qur organisation’s

favour of re
parliamentary polities
The [ arg
1987. The ALP"
blatantly anc
fit. And

file or its

iment does not apply in

hot air. We can see that before the ALP can
pursue its stated goal of reforming
capitalism, it must first preserve it. And
while the ALP plays the role of capitalism’s
nursemaid, we have o pay the doctor’s bill

Revolutionaries, then, do henefit in the
un (rom the ALPs

T MAY have been possible once 1o argue
that the ALP was in some sense a
warkers” party because of the major role
d in it by union officials, But this furry

pla :
notion has lost so much hair over the It does not follow I|.mt\c|l tlu\\
decades that it is now baldly false. Therole revolutionaries should actively : ad ,:',‘;:.l,l,
of the union officials has been reduced 1 these viclancs Revolu s also ber

in the long run from caj st slumps, yet

. ell-pa srovelling subservience.
one of well-paid grovelling \hey do not actively campaige for them.

‘ 082
The last hair prohably fell out in | samptipn ORUEE
fully { The argument thal the ALP should be
when an ACTU Congressdutifully accepied e arg| p g ALOPESS

T o near supported in spit i
Hawiie's ordsrt IR b ogical. This "critical” support

e downright ill
unanimously i« ed \l‘ R e i particularly when it is
his election of y PR e i )

parties. They cannat

antly pro-he
the hosses by sidi
inst Tweedledee ‘
wment has mare going o1
that Labor

port, runs the risk of promoting the very
ons il tries to dispel. [t conveys the
LP is somehow worth

sup)
illusi
impression that the A

jing with Tweedledum

I
The second arg

” voting for
it. I is completely truec

In any case, the voice ol revalutionaries is
100 small to affect the result of the vln.ll;ln
The ALP will win or lose the next few

governments pr
for revolutionary

he
osed 18
al socialist fhetonc 15 EXp

03!
ANTS 0°PD
E,SJ; Tral £LEC
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EDERAL ELECTION

Goob EVENING SIR - | AM

elections with no thanks to the small groups
debating these questions.

A SUGGESTED alternative to voting
Lahor is a protest vote for the “left”
candidates — the Socialist Workers Party
and so on. But there are problems with this.

If Socialist Action s serious about a
protest vote, why not stand our own
candidates? I we hope to influence people.
why ask them to vote for candidates with
dubious politics?

For voters who dont have “protest”
candidates as a choice, are we to ask them to
vote for the Democrats, or the Small
Business People, or the Joh Party. Clearly
not, so advocating a “protest” vole is
misleading for militants.

Far better, then, for socialists who reject
the parliamentary road to use elections
relate to the small numbers of workers and
militants who expect nothing from ALP
gOVErnments,

We can collectively argue that
Tweedledee and Tweedledum should be

e |
bl

ST -

It you don't subscribe
to their politics,
subscribe to ours,.

SUBSCRIBE TO

Sociausr |
ACTION =

10 issues

#axs..o, Poslcode | ..., .,
Fost o Box 274, Brunawick 3056, l

BAvable 10 Sacialiat Action
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both rejected

Not passively, byabstention, butactively,

by the spoiling of ballot papers.
Ifacampaign foraninformal vote got off

the ground. then iis success could be

measured in the statisties of informal votes

Many informal votes arc, of course
mistakenly filled ballots. But the real
informal votes would be noticed by

scrutineers and would leak inte public
knowledge
A successful Don Vote campaign could

be the start of wider propaganda and
agitation against the ALP’s attacks on
wages, living standards, and so-called “work
practices”.

The way to fightback is on the joband in
the streets, not through the ballot box

Solidarity with the BLF, the nurses, the
«coal miners and other workers in sirugg/h
the key. An eleetion eampaign creates
openings for revolulionaries, bul 1o gain
from them we need 1o draw people into
ongeing political activity, not allow them to
drift back into apathy when the polls close

The Laborals could then be left to
squabble, like the American Democrats and
Republicans, in front of a
audience

As the graffiti says = don'f vole, it only
encourages them. y

shrinking

Denis Alsop

The case for a
protest vote

HE IDEA of not voting has two
attractions in this election.

It has a basic gul appeal to disillusioned
Labor vaters, who for the best reasons of
class hostility will not vote Liberal. And
implicitly at least, it condemns ihe
parliamentary system as a fraud

There are sound tactical reasons,
however, why revolutionary socialists
should nor advocate *Don't Vote” in this
election,

Refusing 1o vote, or defacing one’s ballot
nap:r.‘“cne_mmilyapuwi\-c and individual
act. Where it is unorganised, it has little
impact. In the US, 4095 of volers do not
vote. while Rongld Reagan governs quitc
happily with about 309 of the population’s
support, :

In the 1984 Federal Election, there was a
big informal vate by Australian standard;
The only result was a week of hamj
wringing in the press aflterwards: it did not
aflect Bob Hawkeone iota, Refusals 1o vole

have cven less impact, since they cannot be

measured until all the absentee yoreg ar
in— by which time everyone has lostinjer \|
anyway g

Organiscd voter baycolls can samefing
h.-u_( impact. In recent vears, the Souy
African boycott of the “puppet parliamen®
elec

c . and the

Lefts boycott of council elections, wes
both well-supported. They worked because
in_hoth the Left had real mas

influence, and was operating in a climate

intense struggle. ther of these ingredie

{Even when these ingredients arc present
voter hoyeotts do not alwavs work. The
Left's boycott of the Marcos-Aquing
| contest in the Philippines last
e it from events If
th Lo organise a
question immediately arise;

boycott, th

Why

not s 10 explon the
forum of elections ore effectively?)
Indeed, the call for a voter boyeoll in
Australia today is very much asubstitute for

real strugple. We are entitled to ask s
advocates "Don't vore and do w
Picket the polling stations, for example? If
there was prospect of serious
action along
well worth conside

uld be

HAT, then, can the Left hope 1o
achieve from these elections?

In the past, it has called for the return ofa
Labor government. This is not
Labor is “the 5" — we are
never for the w

psser af 1W0 eV
king class settling for that
There are three other reasons

Firstly, in the polarisation of an elect
a vote to Labor is often an expression of
class-cansciousness by workers normally
uninterested in  politics.  Secandly by
expressing “critical support” o Labor Lhe
Left has hoped to estahlish a dialogue with
ALP volers in order Lo make its criticisms of
Labor known Lo them

In this election, however, there is itk
polarisation on class lines, Bob Hawke i
fighting on the basis of complete clis
compromise, and indeed of ruling
support. And far more important 10 the Left
this time are the Labor voters who ar®
becoming fed up with ALP sell-outs
Expressions of support for Labor are 10t
needed to establish a dialogue with ther!

The third traditional reason, howeven
still pertains, Putting, or keeping, Labo! 1
office forees it to drap the phoney left fac
that it adopts in opposition. In governments
it has to show its true nature

The Don't Vate Campaign in Melbour®
has tried to refute this argument, by sayi"é
that “fr’s heter tw be atiacked by ¢

T~ M SORRY MATE

your LotAr % OUR PARyy gy il
E! R TMMIGRATIGN oy
cnnmvn; (g‘@- WAGE P Gk {
é}- 2 AGAINgT nm"‘m SAIKES
FoS E MowARgyy b
' LA AND gy

overmment e don't support than ?“\FL;
ullﬂrh‘t“}_\u‘g(n‘('nmu'm\w.e'\u_n;m.pl An
i is trug that union officials are
I:L}mpmm\.wd by a l_‘.lxu:rn government
Bll[\\‘uﬂkErNS:ethr:,mul.’.-u“ngk of their
struggles against Liberal governments as
b;ingwg:llnburhmk in office, And while
heing attacked hy Labor povernments is
nitially disorienting for workers, in the
Jonger {erm itcan producea fightback too

for example, the Winter of Lﬂlnb.m.-m in
Britain under Callaghan in 1979, after
\ears of demoralisation under his Social

less

Contract, We are now g he first
rugtions under Labor here with the BLF
the nurses strike and the student campaign

against fees.

If Labor loses office, this potentially
fruitful process will be aborted. The ALP
will put onits phoney left face once again.
John Hallpenny is already yming
himself in the wings, in the hope of
becoming Australia’s Tony Benn and riding
1o prominenee when Hawke falls, jusi as
Benn did in Britain after Callaghan lost to
Thatcher.

01T is useful for the Left to have Labor

remain in office. At the same time, it is
also important to use the electoral process,
where possible, o reinforce struggle against
the Labor government in the streets and on
the job.

The best way to do both of these things 18
by voting for leftwing pro andidates
first, before giving preferences Lo Labor

The 600,000 NDP votes last election
show that voting for protest candidates 15
now a credible idea for a sizeable mnonty
of voters

And while the Dont Vote Campaign
dismisses the aim of prolest votes as being
‘merely o scare the government rather {
bring it down ", the real value of a protest
vole i neither. The 600,000 NDP votes did
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not, after all, “scare™ the ALP 10 be nicer or
more leftwing on nuelear issues,
M No, the uselulness of a big protest vote
lies in making the layer of opinion (o the left
of the ALP more confident and aware of
itself and its size. A big protéstvote anmake
that layer more assertive iniissiruggles, and
maore interested in building some permanent
socialist organisation for itself

Which protest candidates, then, 1o
for? 4

The various left groups standing in the
election — the Socialist Workers Party. the
Industrial Labor Party, the Socialist Party,
the Socialist Labor 1.eague, the Communist
Party — all have a “socialist™ objective. Al
except the Communist Party, oppose the
Accord and the attacks on the BLE

All, however, have bureaucratic
tendencies in their polities and operation
d Russia as a

Vole

They all, for example, reg
workers state, which says e for their
conception of socialism

Despite their marginal nare and the

flaws in their politics, however, a vate for
any of aups will be perceived as a
leftwing protest against Lahor and a voie
for “socialism”, and is therclore worth
casting.

Where such candidates are nol
the NDP and other anti-nuclear [rag
are also useful vehicles o protest Voles. The
h the NDP and o
ough, shows

disappearance of both I
\utlunuwmno’Imlrlcnlm,lh
the uselessness of paly casting protesiyotes
A sizeable left protest ¥ol& with
preferences Lo Labor hieve l\\\u
things then, It can Iw.mlu-r nEss
and assertiveness of the layer
\ll‘::ll:‘h of the ALP. And unhkrah‘}‘\i‘lt‘ul“
keepsthe Al I‘Iun\llu'mh.:rllxlrul:-‘l‘l\d:
is constantly m;nwd_mvnuuccm uik |I~
revolutionary alternative that can SRS

can

aware
of ppinion 10

betrayals for good Alec Kahn

—
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for soclalism: the creation of a
classless society in which the econom
will be democratically planned, an;
workers (hemselves will make ihe key
decisions about economic and soclal
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in comman with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in powar has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts 1o tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peacetul, parliamentary.
road o socialism. Theirstateis a weapon
of ¢lass rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Warkers' Parly

Warkers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make & revolution
through spontanecus upheavals, The
bosses are organised, and we need 1o
organise too. Today we work 10 build &
stronger revolutionary mavement out of
the struggles being waged on the joband
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create a mass workers' party to
|ead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

We are internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows na national
parriers, A sotialist revolution cannot
5umvewl|hmnsingla count_ty.\tmgstFne
spreadloolnermunlnesmnwulnml or
these reasons we are for building &
world-wide movement, and we Opposé
measures like pratectionism which ['“anH(
the workers ol one country agal

others

Liberation from Oppression
A the
1 for liberation and agains!
g‘;p:L"s';won of women, blacks, migrants
and gays. All of these forms o h?r?’
ression aré used 10 divide the wor ng_
E\ass The fight against lhemlsxnufustsign_
rt of building 8 united rev

o pmeowemen: They can only be E?:in
mluuqh ending capitalism and building

socialism

Socialist Action
We are for Soclalist Action. |t's na goad

orld: the point 1S
just talking about the WE - Vand pro-

jr ple are
' orei‘d, sspcei:hsuam

a betl! ' where
i \he fight. I thats
e o s today!

you want I

___.—ﬁ-‘?
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Labor will be prepared o really
put the boot in.
The mini-hudgel pandered 10
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Eﬂ:kles on the seat belts
«of his company jets

dealer Adrian Langham: I drnk fols of
champagne because (I recharges my
batteries,
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te 1000 A

periods, cancelled the January
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more fraud squads. It expects
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Community Employment
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their conditions.
The Bicentennial Authority is
certainly hypersensitive about

doesn't matter if you flunk out at
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off their effect of his
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The mini-budget attacks so profit Aboriginal quarters. : L e B
called welfare cheats. [t expands follar invested, which is the real e

the fraud squads, following their
“success” in driving one in four
people targetted off the dole and
single parent henefits,

Few of these people engaged
inserious fraud; just a handful of
prosecutions have occurred.
Most had small undeclared token slap a1 “the rich”, family  the budget outlined by the New an
€dmnings, or claimed higher  allowances will be means tested  Right recently, They s ould slash  cannot
henefits than they should at $50,000 hardly
have — a reasonable response, eXtravagant income for
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mothers and unemployed get to We ean expect more 1o come
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hE Kirby, puitinga  mare critical
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start, they all, then it is time to chang
Medicare completely, and make  system

tentiary students pay half the cost SLu
of their education, around $5000  with
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eplace workl she

wed their ange
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BLF shows the way in Qld miners “champing at the bit”
meetings ' huilding battle to take on Joh

clouds  loom
B ey | LE CLRRENT pay D"R‘.l: :Iw heads of
manth's ACOA mass meetings. Sopilgn” the building ab“

Ps mass Could hay
m&e‘iﬂgs ave ademo

WMelboure oL

BLs march
In Apri|

ralising effect,
workers and 1heir
Amilies have been peared up for
Over a momth. According 1o
Ach, “We're willing 1o putl the

would override Joh's laws. This
legislation has now heen

withdrawn, due to the snap  Ble on and gowirhour pay. b
i unshine state. L ; e il
e £ ; ; workers in the s clection and employer fonilles have t plai ard they
e, o 87 g Although Joh Bjelke- opposition. Unionists now an’ wihour knowine whars
motions carried, Iﬂ!ln!ll ﬂ;; that the BLF is very much efbteen’s new industrial exnect the old “dont rock the  hoppening
;’n Indusﬁ-lﬂ:l:nb?vmn:;éne alive, both in body and in ] ‘

ot yel been  boar”argument Lo be hauled out
to discourage industrial action.

spiril.
The deal which has now been

There 1s a bright note in all of

R s o 1o e this. Telegrams of support for

Jegishation has
bans over cutbacks lo flexitime

inyoked, the feeling is one of

ai : B her  tbe Queensland miners hav
i he storm. Said one miner, " Yo can bel ! s have
conditions. struck between the BWIU- | the calm before "4 aorkers (o vour leftfeg wetll be hit with it " powed w from around the
InCanberra, ourmembersalso | 1 DFA and the employers, and The first BIOUP © T The ACTU have continued in  country. Groups of unionists in
moved 16 ||"‘P°"|;‘"9£"'th“d which requires ratification in the TERLIEENEW  LIWS L role as industrial firemen
other bans, similar ose 1

hest

ere at the Bjelke- 10 5 o several states are ,.rmmig
, s S “EDFA members at the By = ehope, president of the  support actions once the strike
aireasyon n th Tex Office, over | PN 5 FEDI Arch Tudehope, preside

e e dam sile near o il o THAE s e T
i John Cummins petersen O & Collinsy miners’ lodge in pins. They realise Petersen's
union | BLF organiser e e ; 3
e ::!!u! Hl::::'l:o:ﬁ!!ﬂng_ calls a "drip feed” Kingaroy. in the heart of peantt ooy eensland, commented,  legislation has ramifications far
as After several weeks of bans country. They have been or 2 sick of ACTU [leaders beyond just the mining industry
5 ¥ ywer four  weeks 1
the deal guarantees building for over

Bicentenary

BRISBANE members of the
Socialis! Action Club at
Queensland University held a
well-atlended forum to hear

ting very militant aho and Queensland,

hat's happening i Fiji, bur  Asihey,and Arch Tudehope
they haven'? got the guts or the 5y It is imperarive that the
sirike shoul ahead

workers no more for the
moment than other workers.
T'hey get $10 now, a promise of a
further $6 in October, 516 for
trade-offs of conditions under

5
demunding an exira ‘\\' site
allowance to bring ther

with similar workers on <

jobs.

level

Willis: shelved legislation

The government’s main aim in
the legislation was 1o strengthen

home in Queensla

closer

e ground of RIS s federal the authority of a revamped
Against the backgrour Lambley, vice president HOUGH Labor's ! g
i i 520 = new legisiation, plenty of “the rainers’ union, is frank industrial legislation has  Arbitration Commission a8

the Bicentenary. = Z0;

about the Trades and Labour
Forty-live students heard 5§10 plus promises has not

€ use

Petersen has t : Council’s record on handling  examining. s
Vincent Brady detail the atlacks } fooled workers in South of scab farmers, d rat \‘n disputes. “If we wanred [0 lase Miners were “‘“ﬁ"‘r‘. .I
that were under way against { Australia, where bans are stll in and sackings. A Liberal parly o2 e wed give i 10 the et e umbrella, since faion would pravide
: . kespe e theigh i federalawards.  “protection
blacks as white Australia { fhree InSydney, BWLU officials it :
prepared lo celebrate 200 years 4

hey work un:
TLC Lhey
declared the deal aceepted on a

o & WOE cir conditions,  “protection” [or employers came
ground on the right, calle Arch believes that delay But many. of their CRIELNOTS - S RE0E o i

ol oppression. & i . Pa 5 o hR such as bomy d hath time.  thick i
The meeling made It clear that voice vole at a mass meeting, bu the “Naiion G Lactics have been used, in¢ 5 e And wod, oy ups and  main

many white students are } réfused calls for a count.  surprising that the BWIU and cranc crews and carpenters Spare  Government WXE y some people within the s stream media, “Protection

inferested in becoming active | Subscquently, not one site there  FEDFA have failed to hold  traditionally the top carners in action over the dispute. At 1 unions in the miming industr ket would have been more

againsi the Bicentenary ( is getting $52 or any part of it,  mass meetings in Melbourne to  the industry rime of writing the workers werc ToORE h e f ackurate &

hypocrisy. Socialist Action { andthereare nolongerany bans.  discuss and vote on  the Commentators no longer ask still out, in spite of orders 10 / hen that ~ For e he, propose

members in Brishane are taking | National employers say they  settlement whether the BLF is dead. T return Lo work

part in planning meetings

cannot pay more than $10 now
because of the risk of losing
government contracts if they
break the code of conduct. But
many Victorian contractors are
paying the 352, including
Costain, who continue to work
theirgovernment-owned
Latrobe St site

The differcnce is that on those
sites, workers maintained bans
until they won the money. Jo
Cummins says, “If it not we
an the banlefields. it’s noj
1o be won in the Comn

The contrast between those
following the BLF lead, and
those accepting the BWIU-
FEDFA deal, is not lost on
workers.

Al one Melbourne city site
where there had been no bans,
the site manager crowed that the
unions were too timid to take
them on, When officials tricd to
sell the settlement at a site
meeting, the men asked “ Wihere
i the §527" and voted to impose
bans, These have held, despite
attempts to get them lifted, and
workers have thrown five BWIL
organisers off the site in four
weeks,

Many other sites arc
maintaining bans, despite efforts
of union officials to lift them.

With this mood, it is not

organising the anti-Bicentenary
campaign.

Manila talk

MELBOURNE branch of
Socialist Action held a slide night
and talk last month entitied May
Day in Manifa.

Tom O'Lincoln, just back from
Manila, gave an account of the
state of the left and the workers'
movement. May Day was a
highlight, with the Philippine's
young KMU union movement,
formed on May Day just a few
years ago, lumning out in force 1o
celebrale its birthday.

Thirty people atlended Ihe
evening, which was the latest in
the branch's popular series of
“Spaghelti and Socialism"
dinner-discussions.

Ballarat

MELBOURNE branch of
Socialist Action Is beginning &
discussion group in Ballaral.
The lirst discussion group
meeling, al the Reglonal
Education Centre in Hopeloun
Slw looked al the sublect uf
emen's Liberati
f ; on and

m;mm \In the Ballaral area
rested in attending should
ring (03) 380 2227 O
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The BWIU needs to maintain
the impression that its deal has
worked, at least until after its
elections later this year

The FEDFA, which for a
while seemed to be gaining the
allegiance of ex-BLF crane
crews, no longer appears to be
seeking the hearts and minds of
militants. Seven goons, hired
from a non-union security firm
which specialises in providing
bouncers for pubs, lined up in
FEDEA windcheaters outside a
recent general meeting to check
union tickets.

Given this heavy-handed
bureaucratic approach, and the
way that BLF strategies are
!ming proved right in the field, it
15 no surprise that the BLF has
regained influence in the
industry,

Those who follow its example
are winning not only extra pay
but in some cases shorter hours
Melbourne’s R iverside Quay site
has now won the 36 hour week,
for instance.

. The contract scaffolders’ case
illustrates this perfectly. After a
'Wo week strike and bans, the
Commission has now ratified a
PaY rise of $74 which earhier
hearings had declared as directly
autside the guidelines,
Seaffolders now earn more than

wages issue has emphasised the

very th that deregistration
ai i roy militancy
and str on the job.

Employers and the government
are no sceking new w
minimise BLF influence. More
police arc being ¢ o jobs
than at any time since
deregistration. The government

ed a number of special
nd scheduled
his month. Old

cha have heen dusted off,
including one arising irom a
1983 ace compensation
demonsira

Costain has
me Court
John

n out
uction
Cummins.
aim is to tie the BLF upin
court eases, and if possible 10 jail
the organisers. But it is not just
the BLF and its organisers who
are causing the current level of
struggle

Melbourne is experiencing a
major building boom, and many
builders are making commercial
when faced by
industrial action

At the rank and file level, it
the effectiveness of the BLFS
strategy which has been 0
essful. You cannot jail an

decisions

1
suce
idea. 4
Janey Stone

Meanwhile, Que
miners, having twice ve
industrial action al
meelings, remain in lin

The rank and fle ha
chafing at the bit, accol
activisis. At Blackwater
ouners voted for a me
up by rank and filers, calli
their union leaders to launch an
indefinite strike as
possible. At anothe
only five members vole
the official praposals, and then
only becausc
immediate strike actio)

It is mot surprisie the
warkers feel this way. An official
touched a chord when he said

sOO0n as
meeting
against

nied

“Da you want a uni dont
vou? If you do, youre goi
have 1o fight for ! Bielk
Petersen's legislation, by
removing the possibility of real
industrial action, is removing
the central purpose ol trade
unions — struggle

NFORTUNATELY, not
everyhu sees it the same
way as the miners. They have
come under heavy pressure not
10 engage in a serious fight in
defence of trade union rights.
The federal government tricd
Lo convince workers that its new

pr
ists who studi

Jite strike were noL IMPesst

1$ LIKE RIDING
wiTH BOB-

IN A TAXI

\\w e

ey
::G“ o
Tk

increase: n meagre in
7 ensland’s
yparison with Queensl
000 for unions and 830,000
viduals. But at S5000 &
nions and 51000 a day
ong strike

ividua !
would cost rmm:; D‘W‘Il‘” Labor’s
1 n under Johs
“w.\ctt‘l?‘nlp 45 D and E of I_h;
Trade Pructices Act dealing with
secondary hoycols wers 10 PE
'.|‘|||~\:|rudtu|l|mc“m\l Hn‘;(;
laws have already cost umo

™ i in the
) 1.75 million in !
wore than § ]

- ollar
\|.uh__-mtk|n_m HeRlsune
plumbers disputes. ThEte m:l'r:‘
no right o appeal for L (n:m
made by the new Labour oy
hich will also have the pOWE
{ostop industrial action through

unctions. i
Wi “ertified reemers
\n\‘uhl be lor d fixed p;:;m
guring which strikes for il
{ ges and conditions Wou
wilges 4
llegal %5 !
Hl[?hefedn-mepslalmn derived
from the Hancock

in the process 0!

::;:Ia, \nmmelm.‘ll’zl:;;ﬂ:;
-5
tion was A
l];ggh i R‘""‘h‘l(ﬁ"ﬂ'\;
4 Petersen’s €

g‘:n:‘l.!e their own proposals
look prEflrib'Ir.

& Louise Walker

~ Janey Stone
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politics have gained
audience here
Each time, war hg
Factor, I \\n.m”\\-{:}l‘(,mt“" 1
Industrial Workers of the e .-
gained up to 10,000 mempo
they preached class war rl-” &
than Imperiaist wir' Al
or Ve iy
Par u-d r :;;:.Illl‘v: n; S g i ol
as lhumun‘\‘ i) I"Emh“\ p.am‘e i .
s s resolved not ( s AL
return 10 the misery of l|,H ek B0 Ran

a signifiegp

PARI in 1871, workers
I:mll power for the first

{ime in history-

Their reyolution was ill-
h thousands dying
aftermath. Yet it
and brilliantly
creative. I Karl Marx's words,

Too affluent
ted in heer and footy.
isal liate argument. and &
plausible anc. r all, most
| e amywhere accept _the
‘status guo most of thetime. That
status seems  particularly
strang in Australia, one of thes

w

postwar boom.

But that boom is naw over.
And Marxists undersiand that
other forces hesides the status
quo are at work inside
capitalism, creating impulses for
change. When sufficient of thesc
forces come together, revolution
is possible anywhere even
here.

The most basic force is the
habit of co-operation that
capitulism stsell has instilled into
workers, as over the last 200
years it has drawn them off the
land to wark in its factories and

offices.
SR el ity e daily own weaknesses and objectiy the recession of
e, bt b L mm: even mare restive c Us organisalions, and defence. It did ot spread the
working conditions, this co- no pre ations for operati . it U et i I b i PT'JF”“‘ e i o
[ Bally: when .t heip e government me less The Central Committee ol the perpetuity, particularly by the example by supporting brief
=l Tnierested in defending Pars National Guard was now in  Church. uprisings in other French cities
as much as it could.

aperation produced the trade
unions. Australia, as one of the
most urbanised countnes (BE%
dwell in the cities), is also one of

the most unionised. with 480; il

employees in umions, rampa’r::; '" “‘ ‘|’ml!r:.‘\.m.1 f\l‘.. i octios :

B e, o e dSvelppedianciEArie it raids, all poorly planned Feenta. bakers, and workers coogera- arewmore urgsrl ¥ETRE

R e ere I allowed \I.;-m 1 g }.MF “:ml executed. Then it declared that it istr fives were set up (o moun the forefront in the beginning of

3 . S oot had no option but e Rbindoned Itonesss Mg iETENAR EEHE the

F o, 14 1o Bismarck, An 29 after clections, tratesand judgeswer ctedhy  end — were not allowed to vote;
by i : the citizens, officials” salarics prejudice was nile.

Qur workforee is also one of
the most militant. From 1962-81

}.hc average worker here struck - 59 show that revolutionaries .
0 o ks, The mesdian la Wi v elrdncar P Thiers, was electcd o negoliate  over power 1o the " he sundingammy
Al gnifica e re. 2 v srkers, and the standing
L Then G term: Commune worke 1 ee 60,000
in a political crisis, they it : : . ’ oo “laced by the armed would happily free B4
Thiers regarded the working The Commune was ar odd  was replaced POWs to allow Thierstodesiroy
ay. a journalist

figure for other OECD nations

was 195 days a year
Ri e un);nmm i of ;m' pﬁ’lullnulmn of palitics Fegayments. 1975, Jokin K could well win a mass following et the il
2hly et the Labor P J 75, John Kerr  inan already pol ad K A% H T - =

8 E o plted 4 politicised working : : - gations Y W )

&(:::;??-m' SRR BN e s aenform & saler) d  sacked Gough Whitlam for no  class £ wanted to get rid of the National pseudo-leftists, and v .nu\j‘\ - suppart from who {ought with the Commune,

irst K |3 . & salcty v € at 2 4 41 fi com C T n 17 of its 1n $UE 3 o

eSS it s labour party, for dissent i the systom gtime at all. Both acts aroused  When this might happen, 00 Guard, a foree composcd of unknowns, Onby 17 91 bl G ind the rural  Wrole

Mol 5 or government. In  America, which has : urious responses from the onecan predict, We van sz bt working people set up du the members were in l‘\r\‘\ s d‘. oo from heavy “These men could never
orld War One, a union salely valve, sa as no such working class which, had a things, howeve b st 2 war. International Working Men's sector was delivert B Tt understand that S Commune

campaign made Australia the and bl; . saw students riol  revolutionary - Ul ol . The National Guard was Association and while some of  war 1axe and allowd! was a barricade. not @

i e et acks burn their ghettos in  weight  enised of an Britain, ltaly and Greece are L despiced Ty M A Jawers, notably el oficab aovernment.”

1o reject conscriplion e : o i e hmum-luﬁH“] have all much further down the road {'m'”;‘ ey d‘\\[m;L 1“ E aTE S WVarlin, neguitted e Commune laid "r:" Driven to the barricades at
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Kerr Coup invasion of Stock Exchange

ould go further

“A revolution?

the centre is stable.
This weakness shows in ils

panicky response to wvarious

over

5 (and

orde
i \.Er 1o |\r_‘ulun 15 own “junior
perialist™ interests in  this

Depression. During the Vie
War. the .Lma\.ai‘l.l:;:r‘:“]h-r-“
n:uu_u-m-nl isell from ﬂ-,-“
nothing to a formal and inform.
memhbership of
thousands.

Such figures are not huge
still far less than 19 uf the
population. But h time 1|‘|l
Left reached “critical mass™

sel ils own agenda of
struggle, and attract people who
previously dismissed it g

armal
several

Each time, the Left ultimately
failed, not due to Australian
conservatism”, but due to jis

used the cover of war to suppress
it; the Communist Parly was a
victim of its own Stalinism and

Nonetheless, such episodes

in France in May 1968, when

Even Lenin, just eight months
before the Russian Revolution
1old a Swiss audience that he did

{je Paris Commune “starmed
the very gares of Heaven

Like 50 many revolutions, th
Paris Communc resulted froma
corrupt rcgmc\ [
debacles. Louis Bon:
l_-mrrnmcm had
{erritonal  war with
After Bonapartes capture, @
hourgeois Government of
National Defence
in Septembtr 1870
improvement 1N the
situation.

The working class, in¢
Iy active in the trade ur
1864,

Prussia

agamnst Prussia than in keepir
the workers quiet

It staged a numbe

hieaded by Louis Adolphe

tude”. He

Teared the Prussians, His moves

further privation in Paris, where
the workers had already suffered
@ long siege. Then he attempted

power. It thanked the army for
its support, lifted martial law
released political prisoners, and
called new elections for Paris

ommittee hand
Paris

the Central

mixture of established [eftists

time, though, it achieved m_urh
missions

through various Com

ren, [ aby

olished grants

Workers' rights increased

dramatically
aholished in
nightwork was

were reduced to th

ceform

existing I

Fines were
workshops.
abolished for

e of skilled

< maximise
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were them. Lissagal

make thorough preparations for

Commune leaders often
squabbled over trivia, while
major problems such as defence

The Commune leaders also

failed to realise that Bismarck
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Springsteen:
Is the dream

alie...

&6 HAVE seen the future
of rock and roll and i
name is Bruce Springsteen,”

It was with this statement of
John Landau, a writer with
Ralling Stone, that a singer of
only regional significance
entered the rock legend in 1975

Histhirdalbum, Born 1o Run,
18 world famous and each new
album has increased that fame
Springsteen’s recent five-record
album, recorded live, spans a
@reer from the humble Roxy
Club of Los Angeles ten years
280 1o huge audiences in giant
football stadiums taday. One
and a hall million copies of his
latest were sold in the US the
same day they came on the
markel, and his songs have been
at the top of the world hit
parades for many menths.

In the fantasy world of rock
millionaires Springsteen
appears a  happy exception.
While his colleagues content
themsclves with 45 minue
Presentations, pre-recorded and

?

regulated to the millimetre
rocks for three hours in a li
concert overflowing with enef
and passion,

In a milieu where everyone
avoids definite statements or
taking a position which might
lose sales, and where the
engagement of the artist doesn't
go beyond spectacular
humanitarian causes (Live Aid,
for cxample), Springsteen has
never hidden his opinions

He has given large donations
to the striking British miners, to
unemployed groups, and to
projects to aid the poor
throughout his tours. Even more
astonishing in show-hiz, he said
that he has remained a member
of the American metal workers
union
ih Litle Steve, one of his
old musicians, he was one of the
initiators of the campaign
against apartheid and the South
African regime, launched with
dozens of American singers and
rock groups afier the success of
the record Sun Ciry.
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[ the bottom of the American

Springsteen’s first
ﬂug:tpr‘eﬂnonlhe cover of Forn

and mp
frequent response 3

1S escape by

in the USA, it is not a rallying  road. The young workey ).
call to a patriole campaign ¢ ch evening gets intg his oig
headed up by Rocky and Chevrolet and roarg dowp
Rambo, Rather, it indicates a  Thunder Road, T unemployed
faith in the original ideas of the worker who vels acrons
founders of the US: liberty, the highways of Nebragy

independence. tolerance
solidanty

When Ronald Reagan
expressed his admiration for
Springsteen, the latter replied
that it wasn't reciprocated, and
he has never accepted invitations
to White House receptions

motor bike. The old Amer,
myth resurfaces — of wide o n
spaces, ol escape on the traj|, of
the “rebel without a cause
James Dean

With the doubl
2 Spring
evolution, T
story of a y
relationship d
try to bring up their kids gy
thou they eant find work
oad is replaced by the

le album The
teen he,

n an

PRINGSTEEN is perhaps a
leader in rock, but his music
is nol particularly innovative
His mixture of vibrant rock and
moving ballads is only a
reflection of thirty years of
popular American music.
But it expresses an energy, a
conviction and a sincerily which
makes it different 1o so many

The force of Springs

he offers young peaple who
come to hear him not the usual

others, pap ol an imaginary existence
He is not a genius. His | but a vis e of their own lives.
are not immortal works, they do 1he fact that this vision is

not explore the profundities of e ‘“_'*' 15 vital, It is this
the soul, and they do not show  €lément of fantasy that allaws his
any tendency for introspection.  Public to run away while
His universe, however, is not 2l
limited 10 the drag of Friday At the end of th
Night, or o the choice of fewofthem wi it
swimming pool and high fashion  10.an old Chey to travel the US
clothes, or to cmotional 2and start a new lifc. I-n’m.'!m
problems with his girliriend they will find l}lc'l'_w.\‘.c\tmu at
a is the case with the majority  WOrk, but with the memory of

concert, very
really charge off

of rock singers someone who gave them an
His songs derive their force €¥enming's cscape — and an

from their simplicity, from a ©scape with which they could

comprehension and a deep dentily

sympathy for ordinary It is there that Springste

and their daily stru limits appear most clearly. A

survival in a hard world. L T

Some of his lyrics picture
workers crushed by the system,
driven to despair and violence by
social forces over which they
have no control. In Johnny 99, a
car worker is sacked, can't find
work, and onc drunken night
rolls over a shopkeeper. He
explains 1o the judge that he has

is a strugg
survival. Springsteen’s  heroes
escape, or endure without

cracking. Nowhere appears the
perspective of

changing
things of a collective struggl
to put an end to the old world.

In the face of pop musics
religious moralism, or the
“philosophy™ of

someone

debts that any honest person Boy George (“war is st
Wouldn't be able to pay, that the 7 { e siupid 14
bank had mortgaged his house SPringsieen is a real breal h of
and that now they wanted to take  (resh air. In The River he asks
it from him. It is this that "pur a “Is adream a lie ifit doesn

&un i his hand”. true, or is it ing worse!”
Faciory shows life on the T'he honest answer is Lthat the
assembly line without any gloss: dream of escaping the desolation

Thraugh the mansions
Through the mansions
L see my daddy walking
Them factory

of Reaganism in an old
Chevralet js worse than a lie. L
not simply false, it obscures the
real situation
Because Springsteen raises the
difficulties and despair of
workers' lives, we have 1o be
more critical about his solutions
than about those of other rock
star: On the rock scale,
Springsteen is basically at the fop
end of average — the trouble is
the average is so low.
Jean Peltier
(fram Socialisme International)

cives |
The working, the working

Aust the working life

. Born in the USA tells of the
life of young Americans
destroyed” by their time in
Vietnam.,

OW TO escape

this
oppressive reality?

o HogkaD 0,
e v the ook, Private Percy Tophs —and troops who abey them, The &y ‘
£ RO checrfully 10 CXROTLS the mulineers 10 Monocled Mutineer shows that or

masched lhxhnnmm BBC mink femember who their realenemies  there s another type of Iy
Last mont Vonocled. Mutineer are soldier — ane who questions the I
series The side of the story Taplis is portrayed as the  officer corps and fights againstiv e
| gave the ather 1d of the 100,000 leader of the mutiny. He is an — Jeff Golthar 5 |
R 8 rtish and enigma, often shallow and d
strong ["ull“": < at @ Lraining uncaring, He wants the officers’  piLm _’w e ‘
ANZAC I|"r‘n1“r~ - Northern privileges,so he disguises himself :
G i 7 tail form,
.;HN in September 191 a caplain uniform. Fascism 3
r\Im mutiny has hu_’[‘ ‘-“'-”‘I-" and leaves the ¢ . ’t | it
[ T o When the mutineers are AUISSIE Style 3
illia Allison a destraying Fraples. he is playing = r
S tauthors of the hook The / desiroying Etaples, e S PAVTTE 1N 0., Lawrenice viiled b |
Fuirley (autnors te . cards in the Grande Hotel S i
Monoeled Mutineer) INWET or Py cann as Percy Toplis ¢ is. however, a naiural Australia in 1922, 3
of ordinary % - 1o tume into the ©R @ secret fascist army of ex- i
e S N Apoke. Wk i L Gl diggers called the King and 3
soldiers and ¢ 1T|:.\‘I(|~I' s brutality and couldnt ength of the troops, Site up For At LY et ‘ |
e '\va the camp “the lower classes would  thes e Jewish architect named General
COUEEUR SUAIE, N rGeneral  allow themselves io die”,she had  Heknawstheshallownessofany (o) 1
smmandant, Brgachr TV 1o be assured that what wes compromiss agreed 10 by
Thomson, who ndiculo pole

Monocle, mutiny and a 70 year
myth |

ugs were demolished, prisoners
released. Thomson and his staff
were thrown in the river

execution of every tenth soldier
In mutinous regiments, and sent

o The seamy side of 1o v 2 attalion into no-man's land o

JER eight million soldiers =Rl i ‘;\fhd- mutiny e shelled by their own artillery
OVER $E0 ¢ hattle for N oebolen by dramatist —“Honame wucalsorseigs
died i v that oo Bleasdale — the rape of  soferst” Thomson: thunered
impl"i‘ﬂ'i supremacy women hy marauding soldiers

was World War One.

10 the mutineers. He meant hy 5 |
ew is that

and the terronsing of Etaples. In — soldier s, officers who give orders

The experience 'impireﬁ
of Lawrence 1o write Kangareo,
now adapted to the screen by ‘

military brass.
Whether the portrayal
Toplis, who was eventually

underplayed the size and

seripusness of the mutiny in his

goOINE ON Was not a revolution
but only a rot
: 1917

ie of the
% L o2, Tim Burstall in a movie of
o t : ”u:”m‘ was no Mere murdemdb_nhepn\mml“.u T
i o Pl D e PR R pl. Socialist true or not doesnt rellymatier. e Sote TE o the
— called canaries because o

What is importani is that
\housands of seldiers starfed to
question the right of ruling class
incompetents 1o send them 10
their death in the trenches.

But guestion Au[r.nﬂh‘|l-
not enough. The poinl s 10 28t

i out of Russia
v revolution

their yellow arm bands
bullied the troops and
them like anir

political polarisation of those
since the Februar
Two French regiments, armed 1o
I & p Panstotry
Sylvester, later to achieve fame  the teeth, ma ched to h“:jn y
as a band leader to stop the war, wav '-:; it 3
Etaples “mirned « and singing The Iniernationat
‘ [ ssian Lroops,
prairacted exercise in calculated  Ten thousand Russian

days. :
Colin Friels gives 2 |::

hrooding performance

“Gomers” — actually Ism.ncr
himsell — who is tom bmmi‘l |
his working class backgrount 1

me. nd of it Thomson MEL A oy i giufin forthe “comon |
. agne, T nd the his disd b
elty" serving in CRampaBA® o o demands, and herd”. This conflict comes up
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3 2 L course weren't i : : roha E § L oth.
ground and L Punish- revolution, Their demands to u-wdwf'm Somers Nirts gingerly “_""bl‘_mh
before another meal e e CHATRCREY like  mutine mber of Bilish traops Hugh KE!:S'B?'N_'”" 3
PR s by [he losing the Bull Ring and The ML on onders will 100 oily a5 "Kangaroo .Ihzla;‘c
) o cant  closing Killsd 0N 15 o
{military police), ofien me cle i TR kiled on Bl e asitis 10000 e oy, Bl
heing tied to a stake for hours on - improving con was  probably n€ St e D \he hint of repressed
Even so, their muliny S Coty Syar secrel dihe convers erlies much of
Fhd, vividly sull @ 15 ordered the Jity that und
I {10 the trenches was — impressive and was h counterparts cexuality
eing sent Lo the tre was i

Frenc
portrayed on TV. Camp lock- Fre

often a relief from the barbansm
of the Bull Ring. Another way

i ty.
the fascist persona i k
vis is typically
Judy By wile Harriet

Somers W aat S
L 15" “little
oul was to desert, and join up du“u’ﬂul u-f I:‘Ij":‘:;::[:“ e
With soldiers of many e Bl
nationalities in the surrounding u:final'um they hold
T } hushand Is the
‘ alton sted

But mutiny, fghting back 1 ) But John W st i

against the army, is what the

Ftaples soldiers d

When the red caps killed a
soldier, the troops stormed oul
of the camp into the township,
previously  off-limits to non-
officers. The officers were
powerless to stop a riot. One
from behind a machine gun, read

introduces
S wha intro!
nn&"::‘":o the secrel ArmY-

(German
’ ifferent 10 the rous
the Riot Act. “Bollocks o you™, |8 d:ﬂ!k':""" cliche, but murde!
e i Bk tnfm same- WWolkenhaar
ignoring him. Other officers, ul = g
canaries and red caps Wwere Aed
allacked. T ACTION— PA

Lady Angela Forbes was doing

“charily” work at the camp.




S IT my imagination, or has
the ledious smear campaign
agalnst Libya suddenly got
worse in the last month or
two?

Itseems you can'l heara TV or
radio comment about Libya
these days without the word
“terrorist”being used in the same
sentence. Very handy for
establishing & mood for closing
down an embassy, | suppose

BobHawke's move to expel the
Libyans stinks of hypocrisy. It is
based on the charge that Libya is
seeking to destabilise the Pacific,
and thal it is somehow a world
terrorist cenlre.

Well, just how ferrarist is
Libya? It was supposed to have
carried out the West Berlin disco
bombing, for which the
Americans retaliated against
Tripoli. But the world later
learned that Israeli intelligence
had fold the US that if anyone
was responsible it was Syria, not
Libya. Syria is a close ally of
Russia, so Reagan bombed
Tripali anyhow.

In the period prior to the West
Berlin disco bombing, the only
major terrorist acls blamed on
Gadaffi were the Rome and
Vienna airport massacres
European governments, however,
did not believe that Libya
supported either of them,

Since the disco bombing, with
no new lerrorist acts that can
credibly be blamed on Gadaffi,
the accusation has shifted. He
now “supports terrorists™,
namely the PLO and IRA

Weil, big deal. So do we — and
hundreds of other Ieftwing and
anti-imperialist groups around
the world. We understand that
they are waging a just siruggle
@gainst oppression, and that
their occasional resort 1o
terrorism, while wrong-headed,
1s a desperate response to
decades of continuing misery.

NEITHEH of these things can

for the proven
terrorists in the shape of the US
and French govemments, wilh
whom Bob Hawike Is quite happy
lo deal.

Consider. We now sell uranium
to the country which poliutes the
Pacific with its bomb tests, which
8inks a protest vessel in a Maw
Zealand port for 1rying to stop
sUCh bomb tests, and which
arganises the terror killings of
Prominent Kanaks like Elg
Machora in New Caledonia,

And we provide military spy
bases {0 the government that
deliberately mined Nicaragua's
harbours, and sfill funds the
bulghery ol teachers and doctors
in border areas by the Contras,
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real terrorists?

LIBYAN
Tegeor57.S
Dol T BUY
OUR, MEAT/

MAYBE WE caM
Flodr TWE FREMCH
SoME MoEE LRAMILH
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S

Matzaitt

despite laws passed in its owr
Congress

That, apparently, is Bob
Hawke's idea of taking a strong
stand against terrorism

As for Hawke's charge that
Libya is destabilising the Pacific
that rebounded on him
immedialely when Lieutenant
Colone| Rabuka echoed it as one
of his excuses for toppling Fiji's
Labour Party government

The reality is that the people
the Libyans are charged with
supporting — the OPM in West
Fapua, Fretilin in East Timor and
the Kanaks in New Caledonia
are precisely the people Labor
should have been supporting
Instead, it has preferred 1o play
“realpolitik” with the generals in
Indonesia (quite talented
terrarists themselves, we hear)
and the French. And now that
Libya comes along with
something more to offer than
theap sympathy, Canberra
suddenly fears it might be
outlianked on the left and lose
Influence. Good!

AVING said thal, let us be
quile clear thal Muammar
Gadafli is far from the consistent
foe of g slon and racism that
he makes himself out o be. He is
ceralnly ne “soclalist”, despile
whal he calls himseli.
He has, it is true, used Libya's
newlound oil wealth to raise
living standards. But he runs a

tight bureaucratic regime. His
handpicked leaders are the anly
organisation allowed in his
“revolutionary committees
Ensuring that theirs is the only
woherent political voice

When he saw a chance 1o
impraove relations with the
feactionary monarchy In
Morocco, Gadaffi ditched his
support for the Pelisario Front
which was fighting King Hassan
forindependence of the Western
Sahara. In 1985, he expelled
30000 Tunisian workers from
Libya

His support 1o liberation
groups is given less out of a
sense of solidarity than to
Promole Libya's own national
Image in the Third World. His
recent Asia-Pacific solidarity
conference in Tripoll. from ail
dccounts, was little more than a
windy talkfest for him 1o
grandstand at

Nonetheless, Michael Mansel|
had every right 1o go there. and
blacks are perfectly justified in
seeking funds from Libya, Labor
has sold them out on fand rights
abysmally, and Ganberra funds
are lied purely to band-aid
Projecits
Clyde Holding's denunciations
of Mansell are on a par for
hypacrisy with everything alse
Labor has said aboyi Libya. It is
evidently okay for Australian
farmers to sell $30 million worth
ollwesneepmere,b.nla:,suonas

Mansell seeks manay frgm the
same source, thal ig g ving
comiort ta terronsm

WHILE I'm on the subjeci o
Michael Mansell, a bl
comment about his reporied
calls for a separate black nation,
What he has actuafly said js
more am|
The

= 05 for 1ne
ent itsell 1o
stage whera
reality — sg

Mansell's calls for soverelgnly
and the right to negotiate in

rternational farums are
excellent ones. Blacks' demands
for land rights, for ge g
equalily, and for community self-
determination inside current
Australian society are a resl
challenge to white racism

Calls for black ionhood
however, are more problematic
Nationhood usually means
our own national stale
vould be far less of a
llenge to white racism than
s’ current demands
1y? Because any separale
nation-state would
inevitably be little more than a
South African-style bantusian,
economically and militarily
dominated by white Australia
Which is precisely why racist
groups like the Nazi Party and the
National Fronl have supporied
such proposals from time to time

the black movement
generally was to demand such &
separate nation-siale, we would
support it critically, consistent
with our stance of sell-
etermination for oppressed
peoples. We would say they were
making a mistake, but we would
defend their right to make that
mistake. Current black demands,
however, are much sltronger
politically.

Of course, Mansell may well
have been arguing for
“nationhood” in some hazier
sense, or merely as @
propaganda ploy. Bul given its
implications, | think thal's an
unwise lactic,

v
i

¢ Korea's
dictator
trembles

* What the
election
results mean

* 200 years of
dinky-di
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SOCH _+ ION welcomes etters from readers. Please
mrsmumumbr 300 words. Address all corres
wndﬂmmﬂo, Box 274, Brunswick, Vic. 3056

try to keep them

Kelty's gall

Bill Kelty of the ACTU has
recently published a document
on the future of Australia’s trade
union movement. In it, he has
the unmitigated gall o try 1o use
the experiences at Robe River lo
bolster some very dubious
arguments. His comments range
from misleading statements 1o
outright lies.

For instance, it is totally
incorrect to say, as Kelly does,
that Peko Wallsend backed
down and re-instated its
workers. 1t re-emploved them,
Workers were reclassified, lost
entitlements and, in some cases,

an cmasculated
burcaucracy su
seen by some

their ulls next

as membership falls.
lost between S8000 and 810,000 “* g ETAELTE L crowded was the Opera House  sorts of fringe groups f we feel i
ayearinwages, (NaUOMENtIOn jealins with Now Right (hal loudspeakers were set up  necessary (o voe formal

eopping punishment  squads,
multi-skilling, non-union
labour, seabs, police harassment,
ele )

Kelty points to the company

unable (o exporl orc
because of the “supportive
action by tug crews”. Actually,
the metalworkers and other
union officials ensured no
mterruption of ore supply to
Japan from the other ore
companies and simply requested
Ievics from the other sites.

Kelty says the dispule was
cventually resolved in late
January, and gives Simon Crean
a pat on the back for it. In fact, and
the dispure was never resolved.  whe
The company had won a
reduction of 400 workers when
their target was only IBS
Negotiations between Crean g
and Peko boss Copeman were
never sanctioned by the rank
and file. The withdrawal of court

Labor pains

invitation only.

demaonstration

when so many

action, which Kelty claims as a
viclory, proves
writs had never been part of the
industrial dispute, only a
consequence of it

The whole experience shows
how little the rank and file can
rely on the industrial relations
system. To suggest, as Kely
does, that this well-resourced
opponent was defeated by the
system is ludicrous. The fact that

think-that when they examine
financial year,
they will discover some wounds

employers like Peko Wallsend is
doomed to failure. O
educating and mobilising

and file workers can win,
GRAEME HAYNES,
Wickhara, Pilhara,

On Tuesday 23 Jun
launched its officia 1
eampaign at the Opera House
Inside the Concert Hall, the
party faithful gathered, by

Ouside was a small group
made up mostly of the media,
ter, environmentalists  We
arrived to sta,

What has happened to the
thousands who gathered for the
awke launch of 1983,
people
desperate to remove Fra:
office after seven years? So

nothing: the

trade

y
nk

ground, so that the Cc

the ALP

the real controllers

ALP has stolen the Coalition ament, not the numbers
lition is  you or [ might fill in on a piece of

floundering, looking for policies 1wo years on

electi

a small

such a

to replace those w
theirs, and movin,
right to
rightwing Labor Government
The ALP will probably win
again, but we as revolutionaries
should not be voting for them
/e have

Mining family with a Peko writ: was its withdrawal a "vieto

facing the Botanic Gardens for
the thousands outside. Promise  diffc
afler promise was made, which
sounded as if the Messiah was
arnving. What has happened o
all those promises?

It was all a nasty joke. The

hich were a
riheriothe
accommodate a

hould vote

wuld vote for all

paper once every

verage
If th
will be ge
For

endeavouring ¢
to vote, it is our
compulsory by law, but that
does not mean that we should be
SECN IN any way to be supporting
corrupl
system. At best v
were  informal and write on the ba
paper that we are doing so, and
al worst we s

EVEN In the alr, they Company kindly donated
have to remind you mountains of roast sirloin
that i's a class society. for all 10 pig into

Qantas played three
movies on its flights last
month. The Color of
Money screened in first
class, Children of a
Lesser God in business
class, and Litife Shop of
Horrars in economy.

REAT Momenls in
Journalism, part
one...

The International
Federation of Agricul-
lural Journalists held
their Congress in
England recently, under
the slogan “More Food
~ Yel More Starve

Todotheir bitiowards
the problem, they fiew
:;:éliﬁ I:rem:h chef

¥ 1o prepare the
sealood hors ﬂ;”;euire
The Brilish Beef

® CHAUVINIST CORNER..
Sir :’:-h Bjelke Pelersen
candidales at the stari of the campaign; “Ha,
You had any knockbacks yet?” ad
JBP: “No, bul | bel you've had s few.”

GO IS not a dirly
word — at least, nol
for Waverley {Sydney)
mayor Carolyn Markham,
The city's Municipal
Review refers to her 42
times in four pages. Just
to make sure ratepayers
don't overlook her, she
also appears in six of its
eight photagraphs

REAT Moments in
Journalism, part

two..

The Melbourne Age
lasi month sought 1o
legally hall the pub-
lication of the book
Lione! Murphy- A
Radical Judge. Ii was
outraged at a chapter

Female reporter fo
on his search for

suggesting that it had
misreported the contents
of the infamous “Age
Tapes'

T

e ver
Salurday, the Ag
carrying a paid
isement for
guessed it
Murphy
Judge. Seems that every
principle has its price for
Melbourne's Unmas|
Crusader

WEDEN'S economic
crisis will have to go
on alittle longer, it seems.
A business consullant
spent 13 years writing a
book on how Swedish
companies could solve
all their economic
problems. Then he gave
his 250 page manuscript
1o a shop ta photacopy.
The shop assistant
obviously a communist

"

il cireu

u
MANNIE DE SAXE
Sydney

— mistook the paper
shredder for the

pholocopler. The bus-
iness consultant is now
trying lo glue 50,000
strips ol paper back
together again

't make any
o

& Bond, Holmes
Elliott, Murdoch,
the USA, muli-

investment, dis
it, dollar manipulating

ALP s re-elected, we

1 more of the same.
this reason we need to work
harder persuading
un

people 1o
r politics and
fraw them into
strengthen our
nisation. It 15 an uphill
battle, but we must
fight
nd  useless  for

ontinue
istances
ge and we can be
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COVER STORY

Hawke’s back — and planpi

new attacks

NUW THAT John
Singleton and Alan
Bond have got Bob Hawke
back into power, we can
expect the new government to
put the boot into us as never
hefore.

While the Opposition engages
in a little ritual blood-letting,
Paul Keating will be framing
austerity budget, jobs
will be slashed in the public
sector, and our civil liberties will
come under renewed atlack

Given the problems with
Australian trade abroad, the
country's overall living
standards are set to fall, The
government, which for nostalgic
reasons is called “labor”, will
make sure it is workers, and not
the rich, who tighten their belts.
Budget cutbacks will be the
starling point

The next pay rise under the
“first tier" will probably be
postponed till late in the year, or
even into 1989 — the politicians

ha cady begun to soften up
the public on that one.

A reorganisation of the public
service is certan once David

Block’s efficiency review makes
its report. Part of the process
will be a reduction in PS
numbers, which in turn means
worsening working conditions
for those who remain. Union
ter Paramore was right
that a “blody barrle” will
be necessary 1o prevent this
happening.

Moves are already afool to
Telecom inlo sections
ch one respond 10
ssures, The next step
will be to privatise or deregulate
the more profitable fanctions,
and the result will be higher
and lousy service, if the
can experience is anything
to go on. At the same time, jobs
and warkers' rights in Telecom
will be under threat

ECAUSE most union

leaders have failed to resist
Hawke and Keating's atfacks so
far, the government thinks it has
tamed the union movement.
Keating has signalled that a
process of “fine tuning ithe
industrial scene will follow.

“WHICH SecTioN
OF THE LABOUR
MOUEMENT (S
MOST EXcITED
ABouT THE
ELECTIoN
RESULT 7

A, 165, Jowd
SiMaLETEM !

This will mean continuing

attacks on “restrictive work
practices” that is, on hard.
won working conditions, They
will keep demanding we trade
off our conditions in exchange
for cvery measly pay nse

Meanwhile, Bill Kelty of the
ACTU has a plan to reorganise
the union movement into fewer
larger unions. On the surface
this might just secm & sensible
way to foster unity and avoid
destructivedemarcation
disputes.

But Kelty has other

objectives, His stralegic
document on the subject, which
has been praised so highly by the
media, aims Lo create a stronger,
slicker umion apparatus where
power rests entirely with suit-
and-tie professionals. These
people are 1o be "t:vu:s
educated” in the Crean-
Keating school of class
collaboration, They are unlikely
to resist the government’s
attacks on us.
“EF\EH\ talk of umity will be
exposed us hollow as soon as
anyonc dares Lo disagree with
(he scheme. Dissenters will be
hounded as the BLF has been

The Aust a Card will be
introduced, now that Labor hias
the prmqunim for a joint

Senate-Reps silting. Even if the
most dire predictions of its
Opponents about government
SPYing on people prove
unfounded, af the very beast the
card will bring aboul a
crackdown on petty Evasions,
which poar people need 10
survive, while the crimes of the
rieh will continue unhindered.

re Clively.

Stung by his electoral fiaseo,
Joh Bjelke Petersen can be relied
upon 1o take on the unions or
make some other equally
reactionary move. Yet he will do
5o from a position of relative
weakness after his recent
humiliations. A determined
mobilisation in support of the
FEDFA strikers at Bjelke
ttacks? You willlock fmvalntn e e 1 Queeasiand
most of the traditional Labor e (argets, could be important
L for the militant lefi in Australia

There is also scope for
widespread resistance o the
Australia Card. Anti-1D
number groups have prepared
various plans to disrupt the
scheme, such as mass burnings
and forgeries of the card.

What is more, increasing
numbers of workers are
recognising the reactionary
nature of this government. As
yel they lack the confidence and
the political understanding o
translate their resentment into
struggle.

Al some point that could
change, with dramatic resulls.
The struggles we wage today and
tomorrow always have ihe
polential to detonate a larger
explosion.

HO IS going 1o lead the
resistance (o these

The left parliamentarians
were as silent as the grave during
the election, and now they will
have the bait of greater cabinet
representation to keep them
quiet. It has been rightwingers
like Graham Richardson and
Rohert Ray who have
advocated giving them a greater
ministerial role. They know it is
an effective way 1o neutralise
them

In the past four years we have
seen Stewarl West lake
responsibility for aitacks on
overscas students and for
squalid deals with the banks
over home loan interest rates.
We have seen Brian Howe
preside over social securnty cuts
In the coming years, we will see
similar performances from the
likes of Gerry Hand and Bruce
Chulds

The best known left union
officials won't be giving much of
a kead cither. John Halfpenny
says he hopes Lo find a “more
serene existence” in the Senate
Laurie Carmichael, that rabid
Communist, told a union
conference in April that he was
"niol in any way seeking 1o
supercede the marker™ in
economic policy. At the rate he's
going, he'll be in the HR
Nicholls Society by Christmas

Even the key officials in the
more militant Workers

—Richard Emerson

ABOUT
ﬁn@g (OMMENT
o\ THE
ELECTIeM
RESULT ?

. e
Campaign C ‘ouncil union gro
|||Mr\hnmn: have done little Lo
maobilise their membersin regent
times, Offered the oppanunity
1o back a stopwork and rally
rior to the election, they shied
J?w.n making varnous lame
EXCUSES,
il i he a
0 IT will continue to

Sminmlly of rank and |;|‘lt
militants and soclalists »hu
carry the fight against lhr
Hawke government 0 ihe
coming months.

seem a rather T e e T
hljall‘;rcﬂ.;ﬂ“l. Even so, there B snathen
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New threat to Botha’s fortress

"ENT sham

election in South Africa brutal repression as part
attempts to win rightwing votes
before the cl
16,000 workers.

showed a major swing to the
right by whites. The ulira-
right Conservative Party
became the of
Opposi
“liberal” Progressive Fedes
Party.

President Botha and the
National Party have to follow
this mood among their basc
the armed white population
That partly explains the State of
Emergency, the 30,000 arrests
and the attacks on the peak
black trade union organisation,
COSATU. Botha cannot appear
to his supporters to be going
soft

Yet while the State of
Emergency has quietened down
the townships, it has forced the
unions to take up the major role,
both economically and
politically, in the struggle for
liberation.

On election day, over one
million black workers stayed
away from work, On the
anniversary of the Soweto
uprising, the number of workers
on strike reached over oneand a
half million,

The black working class i
beginning 10 stir. 1986 was o
record year for sirikes. The first
Tour months of 1987 saw that
record broken!

The recent bla
workers' strike is a good
example. Strikes and indepen-
ﬂe_n_t unions are illegal on public
utilities. Yet the 16,000 members
of the u recognised South
African Railways and Harbour
Waorkers Union went on strike
over the suspension of Andrew
:._‘:neilranda for “cash irregulari-

s,
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ial strikersandarrested 33 membe
n, displacing the of the union negotiating
They blew up the headqual
of COSATL

burnt-out remains

prosperous black middle class to
repression, the railway v K
won a magnificent vic:
South
System
reinstate all the strikers without
loss of benefits

much money to provide for

The events of the last few

agreed to give
permanent st

that black workers are beginning

to realise their strength and to
white workers.

mean the end of the
labour system on the railways

The story does not end there.
At the end of May, the Metal
and Allied Workers Union
merged with two major motor
unions and three sma
to form the National Union of
Metal Workers of South Africa
with 120,000 members,

The new union unanimously
adopted Moses )
currently on trumped up charges
of treason, as General Secr
And they rejected the Freedom
Charter of the Afr
Congress.
liberal document
K transport  national liberation rather than
socialism. In contrast, the union
congress
control

power to sweep apartheid away.

Rabuka’s grip

FLII'S military-backed
dictatorship has strengthened
its position in recent weeks,
But it is too soon yet to say
that it has finally won.
Despite the supposed transler

Advisors, the army remains in
real control, Having called up

| has taken over key economic
manocuvre, caught

between the demands of
privileged whites and the power
of the black working class

The difference between today
and Sharpeville in 1960, or even

Corporation and the Electricity
Authority, and is using its
EMErgency powers to the full
Opposition to the coup s
being firmly stifled. On June 4,

army road blocks stopped Sty
ethnic Fijians as they trieg 10
petition their paramount chief
appose Colonel Rabukg’
takeaver, Soldiers have raided
prayer meetings, and haye
ransacked video libray

Vists
have been hit especially harg
Detentions and interrogar,
occur daily

The Fiji Labour Party (FLp)

seems Lo have done little 1o

nise resistance to all this
d Prime M
eeks out of the
2 support from
who suddenly became
find. The leaders of
US and Au:
o see him at all. I

difficult
Britair

Governor-Geners
n Fiji, the FLP has
a Supreme Court challenge,
hat the Governor-

nistration is
Fiji's

All of this has had some effect
on the regime's opponents.
Al a recent executive mecting
Trade Union
35 of the B0

up. OF the
yme had heen arrested;
many were intimidated. As a
stion calling on
i New Zealand
r bans on Fijian
trade was narrowly carried
workers, the mood is
By mid-June, mill

cane cutters seemed

eady to work, and only the cane
farmers w sticki by the
By late Junc, enough
rs had given in 1o allow
some harvesting to start under

the army’s watchful e
But on June 30, the
rnment-owned Sugar
cancelled all
crushing work for a month. Mill
workers' sabotage d twice
inflicted serious damage 0
machinery, and repeated
walkouts had slowed work on
what little sugar the farmers had
provided
Things are not all going
Colonel Rabuka’s way. The
ruling class is deeply divided
aver how best (o restore political
normality, and the economy s in
acute crisis
In this environment, the
activity of the working class may
yet have a real impact on events
Giraham Willelt

Corpora

HE SPECTRE of

revolution haunted
South Korea last month, and
a dictator trembled in its
path.

Weeks of savage confrontation
in the streets forced major
concessions  from  the Chun
regime direer  presidential
elections, freedom of the press,
and freedom of political
association.  Eighty thousand
riot police, mainly conseripls,
are 1o bediverted to traffic duty

The protest movement won
by sheer numbers and baffling
mobility. Over 70,000 students
took to the streets, joined by
thousand rs. especially
after offices closed. Student
activists avoided sleeping in
their own beds o thwart the
overnight mass arrests that now
precede mobilisations

Buoyed by open support from
the middle class, protesters
with

r gas, a gas so
toxic it rejected by the
Filipino military. They tore the
shields from cornered groups of
police, burned their equipment
and beat 1 up

Chun's riot police were as
brutal as ever. But Chun dared
not order the conscripts to [
on protesters, for fear of mutiny
And such a measure would
widen cracks in the military
hetw Chun's supporters,
centre C the Military
Academy class of 1955, and
rivals from the 1961 class,

Worried by Chun's vacillation
the 141 MPs of the ruling
National Demaocratic Party
helped US emissary Gaston
Sigur pressure C
his April 13 order. This
postponed debate on democratic
reform until after next year's

un to rescind

h. the 40,000 US
Korea would back
as they did in the 1980
Kwangjuuprising. But the iranic
threat of a struggle [for
democracy disrup
Olympics, and in

main Asian buffer against
communism’’, cannol have
escaped even Ronald R n

T CERT.

heir,

reforms.

suppor

Roh is well aware that the
Qlympics, on which $13 billion
dy been spent, are Lo act
as a potent symbol of maturily

has alre;

for South Korean capila
just as the

e
A student aims a flying kick at rio! police: aslounding ferocity

South Korea:
A dictatorship
trembles

ushered in Japan as a world

home less than SAT0 a week, the

Roh has just as heavy an iron
fist as Chun, hastily concealed in
avelvet glove. Roh promised to
free hundreds of detainees

Korean bosses are riding on
export boom, fuelled by such

months of 1987, shipments of

wversities and provinces
b ; 1f workers rely on opposition
leader Kim Dae Jung 1o lift them

outin 1979 are still waiting to be

work 12 hours a day, 7 days a

Kim Young Sam s cven

3 3 a s of 2 p
subway system, the trappings ¢ i cpice and foreign

the Games are ready. But the
streets need to be cleared of
INLY did not demonstrators and pavement
escape Chun's designated
is former Military
Academy classmate Roh Tae
Woo, Roh cleverly distanced
himself from the old regime by

HAT OF the opposition”
The Weslern press praises
th Korea’s economic

ing. ¢
Korean workers have

1964 Tokyo Games

fo tackle the
tudente and
the workers in 4 (undamental

way. Their voices have grown a

ot over the nd (he

method of dealing with them s

16 prisent o strong legitim

the povernment,

But Kim i not the man 1o
SWing an Aguino-style coup.
Nor does the army have the
slightest sympathy for him.

In the streets, students, their
parents, religious groups and
businessmen united in a
movement loosely translated as
People United for Constitutional
Change and Against Dictator-
ship. Tt is a legal, nationalist
organisation, largely led by
moderates in the absence of
radical student leaders jailed
after last year’s Seoul and
Inchon riots,

Movement supporters are
finding that students are not the
puppets of Kim Il Sung, as
caricatured by the regime.
Indeed, any ideological
similarities are only due to the
censorship that has stifled
political growthin South Korea,
and absurd government
propaganda that has merely
served to glamourize Kim 11
Sung to some radicals

(]

N THE left, ideas are in a
state of Mlux.

Radical students. who
became labour activists after
expulsion from university, are
now concentrating on
broadening the mass movement.

The traditional May wages
push was largely sacrificed to
this goal. Last year, some
workers criticized the students
as too “vanguardist” and
ignoring workers' needs. This
criticism, and the realisation
that workplace politicization
was not really happening, seems
only to have prompted students
ta reorientate to the action in the
strects

1f the factories were quict, that
has changed. Workers who
joined the marches are taking
the mood back onto the job. Sit-
ins and strikes are erupting. Unity
in action has effected more
consensus in the faction-ridden
student movement, too. The
Chamintoo faction has fused
with Minmintoo, the other
major_student prouping, and
Chamintoo’s anti-US stance has
become more \r_l(luem!:!\,
gaining some echo in the wider
‘mass movement.

Roh and Chun'’s concessians
aim 1o split the moderates away
from the radicals. It 15 @

rate gamble
dt;ip:ulh lIzliuleans have found
that rebellion gets results. The
workers and students may well

i wanl more.
decide they e Aica
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After months of local protest, Melbourne's
ight rail” project is going ahead. Socialist
Action member and St Kilda resident,
ROBERT STAINSBY, reviews a dramatic
community struggle.

Light rail:
How Labor
railroaded us

HE ACTION has died wunions wani io be i i,
down, but the anger and ";"" i e nat relying
bitterness go on. i
g As it turned out, though
Whulnmlhl\ ploughsaheadon o0 oo olvement was  the
converting the Port Melbourne campaign’s greatest stre
and St Kilda railway lines to We tried hard [\L‘.], Blilse
“light rail” tramways, police are Fherent 4 TI: i ', s
e © res 5. ¢ feeling was
8 ST oy el the futher Lg;.gﬁ:w‘lu.rd ;h.lllt.ﬁ:ur. rail would
. Ao er, les venient, an
:?T‘:‘a[':)g[‘g:dp::';ﬂ?'ld bytaking i occessible fr?l ;)'.ll\[\‘l\_ II.‘\J\
i il devel, Booth wheelchairs; that it would
B s Council s threaten other tram and bus
considering risking up 1o services and pave the way for
S60,000 in Supreme Court redcyelopmentofthearea which
;d:gnn which ;mghl“delag the :Jr"ﬂ:lu;:;:\lrm the existing maTs:lsmp\wm meeting
overnment’s plans. Meanwhile, r ey s L membcr G
B e v siasion Tor We printed frequent Love moved a blackban moti
Biti| @ piirtioniiy clgiming ncmh—l_ms “Iwh_m-umnh d  fromthe floor. It passed, despi
that Light rail will discriminate al stations and in letterboxes. frantic opposition from \.Ii.i.
agains{ peoplein wheelchairs has Hundreds turned up to our organiser Gearge Zangalis
been rejected on a technicality, ™21 public meetings, and 8000 Geoff warned a public m
So the skirmishing continues. signed our protest petition afterwards, ' You il need 1c
B GRS ' do mibte At the meeLings, we gave the pressure on, or vou
than embarrass Transport everyone a form to lill in, saying  find we Il sell you our
Minister Tom Roper. He is how they could help. We built Looking back, this wa
getting his way: light railis being " fizdhie bis's o aotiv ideal time {0 keepheh "I"" i
Built. way. Yet in the crunch, our government and the \I{‘lL
picket lines could never muster  leaders with a  large, well-
mare than about 30 people advertised rally, held when light
Of course, this was not like a  rail oppanents who worked
strike, with a pool of people during the day could attend, At
Tea e :;;’E{;‘c‘srnnl\l free 1o work the time, we were taking
and train- . ' e on the struggle. and we
8oy ‘-"Is::”-_ Wﬂ““"g and  had three worksites to cover. But
s ,[mgmd ;:':‘ -I;{c: could the turnout, and talking 1o
t'hﬂﬂ‘itbcl‘k‘:cnm.‘nasanucq?r- 10 commuters at the stations, made
i Mo 5;"3 itelear that most saw little point  local MP Bunna Wal
e '; in fighting, "They ve made up altracied 200 people,
effective anpn Soked U DY heir minds. You'l never siop 1 dont s
e n:r;d:m them, " people said sadly as they  impression that u:- H-‘Ai-lhL
thc job, one  signed our petition, ignored the u;w n E \rﬂ:‘“;“
| n completely
.mﬁ:hu T Quite a few attended the first
times \:::n prospect in these s, and subscquem
fmes struggle generally s mass meetings were leafletted
€1 steps in each dircction i Bul dhe idea thal the residents
were taken, could go it alone still prevailed
g The campaign organisers
ocal residents in the Bayside
Public T i
lig T_r.mapnn Commitiee,
people with disabilitics in PEN]
and  few rank and file transport
:-.'D;ktrls — PuUL most encrgy into
irst 3
hﬂ!:llmumci’l-m‘tg:r Roun
Fit S councillor Anne
light );a l\ Ng=time apponent of
L il said ar one
We've said all al Y
along thar if the

5is 1his

IGHT rail could feasibly
have been stopped in two
ways.

breather after the effort of
picketing. We came close to such
a rally with a late afternoon
demonstration at the office of

h, which

MALL as they were, the

pickets did delay the work.
Our morale was high, We
ted the “driving picket”, by
E a carload of picketers
doors locked against the police HA
driving continually over the i
warksite to stop work

for union

support remained, even

The pickets’ greatest victory r'::'t' ARU president Frank

\?iu\ 10 get the unions involved mn(iﬁg'::,“:l;p““ 0.0 imass
ha‘; threat Lo rail workers' jobs Bintinn \:TI‘I.“ "'“ﬁt"“;'

romples e i . 8 at St i

Runa'ayﬂmll‘ﬂi-:: I:.‘:j!::‘:“::‘l :l'm"ﬂ.\' supported our Dit‘-‘;ﬂ_:

2K here, and walke

:!’rlifls; :Il;‘t rail in words. But  day whcnt.ll ::l:;t"dl out for the

AR aresident was arreste

W(’risuunl .»Llandllnum at the alfler Lacey had the ba arrested

orced them (o call & Infuriated pans Jifted

the sell-out
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suburban guards elected
own dispules committee
Unfol

opte o wait for an official
meeting hefore
y action. By the time
called one, work
under way and the

st

ke the int
mgh. We should

i walked our
aid another

A PENI vasion of the
Transport Ministry kept media
interest as did small-scale
actions throughoul the
aign. But with the union

ban lifted, spirits fell. Police
thu

pery and arrests rendered
worksite pickets useless, and

y vanished

The government had the
police, the PR team and the
money to fight hard on all
fronts. Our tactics of direct
action and commumily
involvement held them up
considerably, however

If the guards had had the
experience then that they have
now, they could have
outmanoeuvred the ARL
officials. The union-resident
alliance would have held up, and
the campaign could haye gone
much further

Sitill, at least we fought, As 8
train driver who spent time on
the pickets says, “We really held
them up. That's samething fe be
provud about,”

200 ers

imperialis

WO NAVAL fleets are headed
toward Australia, Each symbolises

what the Bic is all about.
sailing ships and is
rismouth to Australia to re-
C { of the “First Fleet”,
This fleet promotes a lie the lie that
Britain “seitled” Australia. In reality,
Britain had to conquer Australia from the
aborigines
= other feet consists of six high-tech
submarines and is travelling from Sweden
to Australia in bits and pieces. It will be
assembled in South Australia and added to
the Australl Navy

This fleet also promotes a lie — the lie
that Australia’s armed forces are for
“defence™. In reality, they are for attack

Truth, as they say, is the first casualty of
war. White Australia is aboul Lo celebrate
\ing wars, Small wonder
¢ being Lald

200 years of

that a few fibs a

HITE Australia has always feafured

In the sixteenth cen
scafaring nations had carved up the Atlantic
ocean. By the eighteenth century they were
pushing farther afield

Britain was a late starter in the race 1o
carve up the Pacific. Spain already had
South America and the Philippines
Holland had the Duich East Indies and the
southern tip of Africa, France had bases in
Mauritius and Madagascar, and was
threatening the sole British naval base inthe
region, in India

The story that
“discovered” this continent would have
surprised the Duteh and Portuguese, who
already knew its coastline well. But Britain's
ambitions led it to grab Ausiralia belore
someone elsc did

The First Fleet was sent to establish a
tradir The convicts wenl

Captain Cook

along as slave labourers, to work in farming
and construction for the naval garrison

Cook’s "disco would also have been
news to the a ines, numbering about
1,000,000, who had been the real discoverers
of Australia some 40,000 years before

Abarigi first paid a few cordial visit
to the First Fleeters who armved in 1788
However, they soon leamn, to their surprise
and annoyancc, that the white visilors
intended to stay. In 1791 the colonial
administration began establishing
sgovernment farms™ of 80 to 120 acres
These were mainly along the riverbanks hal
the tribes of Port Jackson relied upon for
food gathering

A war of conquest and a war of resistance
began: flintlock rifles against Bpears
muskets against clubs,

In many battles the aborigines gave as
good as they got. Gradually, however, they
were driven back. Furopean military
(echnology was reinforced by imported
diseases such as smallpox. Bullets, discase
and poisoning reduced NSW's aborigi |
papulation from about 100,000 in 1788 Lo
about 6,000 in 1850

This was the first war of White
It proved to be the Jongest, lasting over @
century

£

Australia

IE COLONISTS also commenced
hostilities against other peoples of the
region.
B ey kidnapped Melanesian slaves from
New Caledonia and the New H:hn‘m
(Vanuatu). They senl troops 10 New
Zealand to join in the W hite sru!_m
against the Maoris They lynched Chinese in
riots on the goldfields in the 18505,

All these battles, like the pattles fought hl)l
the settlers of South Africa, were I]imll-u..
with theories of the settlers’ racial
superiority. This racism was the starting
of a developing Australian

WArS

point

of dinky-di

5‘.;1‘ 1ii ii'l

nationalism, which was pushed along by
subsequent international military
MANDEUVIES,

The colonists were a long way from
home. They were less far from several
imaginary potential enemics — mainly the
Asian “hordes” and the dreaded Russian
bear. The Crimean war of 1853 and the
Russo-Japanese conflict produced & war
panic in the colonies. Even today the
coastline of NSW is dotted with rusly
cannon which were installed to deter &
possible Russian Armida.

The colonists had assurances of
pratection from the British homeland, but
they wanted more. They wanted the actual
presence of big brother's troops in the
region. Hence the colonists were
enthusiastic about every foreign expedition
by British troops.

When Britin abtacked the Mahdis
uprhll]gmﬁudml\mISN"\NbW]I_]Inedlnh)
sending an unsolicited contribution of 770
\roops. 3,000 volunteers had applied ta join
the contingent.

Australian troops joined in the
suppression of the Boxer rebellion in China.
15,000 Australian troops joined the British
in the Boer War of 1899-1902

Often the colonists were more gung-ho
about  British expansionism than Wwas
Britain itself, In 1883 the Queensland
Government tried (o annex the eastern hall
of New Guinea. It proclaimed it was _dmng
s0 not on its own behall but nn_Hnmm\
behall. 1t wanted (o drag Britain into New
Guinea and keep it there

In 1903 Germany was negotiating with
Portugal to buy It Timor tn}um The
Legislative Assembly of N\_\\-\:ml‘ an
urgent appedl 10 Britain 1o intervene O
prevent any sale

in and Germany weni (0

HEN B
war in 1914, Ausiralia contributed
350,000 fro0ps. |

‘As in 1§85, Australis was not “dra,
into” this conflict. The new Austrs unl
federation had its awn internationd
interesis, and ils own reasons for joining
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BICENTENARY

wars.

m:ﬁ;in had been the worlds most
advanced capitalist nation. It had planted
advanced industrial and military technology
in Australia. From this base, Australian
capitalism soon extended tentacles into
the region in search of markets, supplies and
fields for investment. 3

Typical pioncering companies included
Burns Philp and CSR. Burns Philp was
originally called the “Australian New
Hebrides Company™ In the nineteenth
eentury it made a mint by trading in Kanak
slaves, It also invested in transport, retailing
and farming in Papua, New Guinea and
many other islands in the region

CSR was also a patron of the slave trade,

naval power in South East Asia was
destroyed.

Prime Minister Curtin enlisted the US as
Australia’s new big brother, a role it has
retained until today. :

Australia continued, however, to fight in
pursuit of its own independent interests. In
the final years of the Pacilic war, while US
forces were island-hopping toward Japan
Australian troops were repeatedly sent to
attack pockets of Japanese troops left
behind by Japan’s retreat.

These Japanese troops had no air or
naval support and were, in effect, self-
supparting prisoners of war. Hundreds of
Australian  soldiers and thousands of
Japanese soldiers were killed in sideshow

northern Australia and backed up witly i
Might refueling, in case they have 1 "..
Jakarta what Reagan's Faljjg did 1
Tripoli .
This is a very well-known possibility i
military circles. Australia’s F-111 Mgt was
first ordered in 1963 when PM Mengies wax
warried about the nationalistic Sukarmq
regime in Indoncsia. Sukarng was
overthrown in 1965, butis Subarios regime
going 10 last forever? What might suce
it? :
In case a more economically nationalist
regime follows, Australia is gearing up for
war. Australia already fighs military
cises and compuler games against an

Succeed

Socaust ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for soclallsm: the creation of a
cl;ssress society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and

workers themselves will make Ihe key
decision- about economic and social
life. Countries like Aussia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism

chipelago-nation of 100 million 1o our

north, a thinly-disguised Indonesia under

“Communist” (ie nationalist) |
And white Australia’s 200

shows that it does mean business.

Australian troops have fought overscas on Revolution, not Reformism

11 occasions. Australia’s military capacity

might look small in comparison to that of ] We are revolutionarles. The experience

{he USor USSR hur e e T of Labor in power has shown the bank-

ruptcy of attempts to finker with the
ist] pitalist system. The i

and al one stage controlled all sugar cane  battles in Borneo, northern New Guinea,
production in Fiji. (It helped create the  and Bougainville.
racial divisions that contributed to Fiji's These battles were militarily useless
recent coup.) Their real value was political and economic.
The new Australian mnation needed  Australia was stakingoutaclaim, likea dog
military forees not just for protection of its  pissing on 1ts territory.
own territory, but alsa for protection of its
markets, investments and trade routes. The
Australian Navy was setup in 1911 because
the British Navy wouldn't guarantee to do
the job.
Lest the world have any doubts about
Australian  belligerence, Pnime  Minister

FTER World War Two, the ANZUS

treaty consummated the new all ] context of South East Asia

Australa’s tary budget is larger than s

; Au ':'I ; 1”"':_‘ \':'_3‘:‘ L2 arg "1 ) :‘ 4 will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
ihal ol LHdOlCHS, e o roadtosocialism. Their stateis a weapon
Philippines combined. It is bigger than the of class rule, and must be smashed.
et of the new bogeyman, Libya, and it

of American and Australian imperialism,
As in an earlier era, Australian strategy

was to cncourage big brother involvement

in the P

cific region as an umbrella for its

Fisher vowed 1o fight World War One “10 2 ; 4 5 iR diget of a similarly M - '
i ! terests ; % . - ! " BEL oL as Part;
the last man and the last shilling”. Indeed, C‘,‘]‘d’l‘w'_’l‘j‘ Only the ally’s flag had "3 °5roi/q Gay for Aussie militarism The Engre's  Hsalvo in WW1 is fired in Pt Phillip Bay warlike nation, South Africa A Mass Workers y
Australian troops fired the first shots after A-‘_,‘I 4 £ = i : In brief, it is the thirteenth largest mil Workers need a revolutlonary party. The
war was declared (at an unfortunate | ustralian troppsjoined American Glsin - justify new varieties of American Morning Herald summed up the stratcey budget in the world. To keep it that w working class cannnlmnkeare\;dulllgn
German sicamer in Port Phillip Bay), ¢ postwar occupation of Japan, and then  Australian military co-operation. B- “Asia’s newly countries @ hoth major parties insist thal “we™ have through spontaneous upheavals. The
Australia’s first military venture was (o sc in the US invasion of Korea, In the 1960s been given landing rights in Darwin offering Australiz s climb out of S T bosses are organised, and \ﬁ nge?dloa
the German colony of New Guinca, a prize they joined the US war effort in Vietnam another US base has been established in rold Tat W n Austra organise 100 ‘T?a:;wx:nv‘;;);m:m;lﬂ G
B it ey of Modern mythology has it that Australia ~ Gippsland  (Omega), and  US  nuclear share of world trade cut in hall. Australia’s N CASE you are not convineed, you are i::O”lDEF'f;‘fh‘;‘:gw’;’gedun[hmhmu
hooty, was “"I”Lhr;_-“ dra\mﬂw:nu Vietnam by a  warships regularly visit Australian ports glalliabihitt 1Hen ould MR e I,bw. get twelve months of | IeSimigge R e e, Tomamow
sense of obligation, e reality was that I justified by a course of the |980: Bicentennial jingoism rammed down your rkers' party to
P - " wst create a mass workers' party
HE CARYE-UP also left the two Australian governments and defence chiefs er called the ANZUS Such a strategy requires safe trade routes  hroat. oot ruggle for socialism.
A 1 hr lead the struggl
mewest imperiaist powers, Japan and  Were u\dmlw'g as anyone to fight the pro- A liant regimes in the region. That It you thought the America’s Cup was
the US, squaring up at opposite ends of the  'ndependence forces in Vietnam . rese 1 Kanak g ' ihing yet . g
: s that the Timorese and Kanak  pag you ainlt seen nothing ye i
Pacific. Japan replaced Germany as the As early as 1950, ex-PM Chifley had ECENTLY, New Zealand agitation for independence must be ignored Fortunately, black Australians ar€ Ao ki
Iatest bogeyman, and Australian racism Sympathised with French colonialism for waywardness brought ANZUS to an It also mear policeman of the { heginn to cut through the We are Intemationallsts. The Wﬂu( mg
became primarily anti-Japanese. “bleeding itself white in the expenditure of But the substance of the American region, the US must be guaraniced bug by cam ning for land r class exists in all ciwme?{nilticn;
The Japanese conquest of Singapore was ~ MOneVfor the purpase of upholding western  Australian alliance continues, freedom of th Their campaign against the first invasion (- struggle “: i‘;?:lfiir{‘ ,;:%leion cannat
probably the greatest trauma ever suffered  C/Vilisation in Indo-China™ Australia is not an imnocent vietim in this be a reminder of white Australias } barriers. A
B r a ever suffered n should be survive within a single country Itmustbe
by the racist mentality in Australia. British "\“C" the "‘“‘"Ch defeat and the relationship. Itis a junior partner ; USTRALIA'S navy also has a role o subsequent invasions | by the wwin | spreadtoothercountriesaritwillail For
intervention of the first American troops, Since World War Two, Australia play, if it can increase its mobility and The world is dominated by the L \hese reasons we are for building a
s Department of External Affairs  maintained and expanded its o sower. So the aircraft carrier  imperialisms of the US und US -wide movement, and wa oppose
P striking power. p : T world: ] gy
Wﬁ'ﬂi THe SoRT y offered lo contribute Australian  stake in the South East Asian and Pacif Melbourne is being scrapped as too slow.  Australia must be described s & : s measures |lke protectionism whic! L
F PEOPLE advisors 3 region. Australian investment in the South Instead, the navy is buying long range  imperialist in the American n-llll[‘ a m' the workers of one country g
;LLIE NoRTH '"“‘“i’i“”;ﬂ atameetingof the ANZUS  Pacific increased from $17m i 1970 1o s il d indrance 10 all peopls of tre et | iers
council, enzies'offer of advisors was  $51m in 1974 and to S410m in 1981 The . At : cluding Australian workers, whose o
: i iy L a a §51m 1 E 3 | e six new Australian submarines are  includ B e ? i ssion
WoN'T ALK accepted. South Vietnamese PM Diem was Much of this investment is in Australias being it o thisend. They aretopatrolthe  for a _decent life _pits Ij’j“" a3 Liberation from Oppre:
ABOUT. informed of this decision later. In the  maincconomiccolony, Papua New Guinea ancs, torpedo the vessels of any uppity  warmongers and profit IUEs. 0, C g U ony far iiberation and ageinst the
SuBSCRIBE Te Fitaroied 'Ih;:||1mdlmhm population were  Investment in PNG, which accounts for oné 1es, and blockade their ports & r."c “'..‘"":r::.‘“‘r." = ':)a" of the { oppression f”w;ﬂfhn' 2a$%TI§;a;pf
2 a advisors had been sent "gr  quarter of all Australian investment 15 FA-1% fiphter-hombers are also being Australian nationalis and gays. of thes
i I . LA L Ll . 5 orkin
ook, meb ?n':'_? “{‘(‘m;’_'_“““'“f of the government of Vier tlu‘r:i world, increased from $291m in | bought at a cost of §5 billion for w|||||,u solution but part of the w"wg“.l,. v pmss'g::;fg,”,ﬁga'ﬁ,ﬂTﬁ‘:?nti';ea:em,.‘?
A to $540m in 1984, purposes. They are being stationed in class. nited revolution-
WHY. This level of involvement, however, w aliz y has significant Ir s ———— tial part of building a u
SUBSCRIBE ot satsying oF Ausralan ks Whi  niress throughout the epon. Thes v o i, e = arymovament They can ol 6 S1LEC
TO the USA was happ e 5 x : \hrough ending capi
¥ o receive noncombat  are growing all the time, Australia’s S , A WEEKLY ug
SOCIAL[J‘T 2::1:“{“ "_"“'I“‘“:“‘r d-'\u'«\ruim‘:- foreign  with ASEAN states increased from $4000 OC’AL"ST GT"ON MEETINGS socialism
\ster Hasluck and embassy staff in  in 19700 $3,500m in 1987, Australiaenloys BANE ? .
e : B ! 3 1AL BRIS! Melboume . Action
’ ?::nrl:nl.l' 8 _I\f'_ht:lm furiously for five o trade surplus with every country in A ED,!TOR S ik PO Box 99, St Lucia e Socialist e
cT’oN "] s »." 0 BEL 4 request” for Australian  and the Pacific except Japan. For exampe FEQ Box k"\j-ﬁ runaw Queensland 4067 L ailon We are for socl.ﬁ;\eiorlé:lhe Sl
L : Australia exports $510m worth of goods 0 R A B2p7 Tel (07) 371 7114 o just talking about the WOC 1EEt o o
10issues ... §500 = '}‘ request” finally came in late 1964, PNG cach year, whilc importing only 330 Tel (03) 380 22 ANBERRA Weanesdar 100 to change it: MaRCE L il ineyrea
S m.‘” t_“\ bne) e USA was escalating its  worth of goods rom PNG MELBOURNE c . g eorae L. F“Q‘”dl“fﬂ?eny In the unions, social
Tt R Tich 1o the delight of These figures show some of the PO Box 274, Brunswick ﬁa?n?sn;nw(':nmm Ui onts and wherever P e
Address e M) MSEIEIELS. “Australian interests” that defenee plannert g Vlictoria 3056 o8 i better world, socialists
1 TR T SRR, stralis at de | 3056 2 hting for a better :
N?Dhé\:u:" “l“:; d“"'_JJl"“\ESE alliance of  talk about protecting ! § Tel (03) 38C 2227 ACT 2614 ::?ma %mck of the fight. If |r;ars where
e e S S paraded like a binding These “interests” are crucial to the curren SYDNEY by want 1o be, Join us today
busincss contrael requiring the dis parties X
*smersvsvisers s RoBICODR Australian (roops (o fare s I~pahuh of  plans of both the Liberal and Labor P20 PO Box 381, Campsle
Fei| e or A ) © ol recessic L
oSt 10 Box 274, Brunswick 3056 Curiously, not a sinple Lmﬁ: ;m(:.r;:wf {);'I| |\m-|||‘“-hI . tl!ﬂ‘.hr”\m\c“hc\ hope 10 New South Wales 2184 e
Cheaues puyabie g Barm . Sheuiibned this, : y hile recucing wages at home, they BOFCL Tel (02) 550 1424 TION— PAGE 9
More recently, ANZUS sell more manufactured goods in ": i SOCIALIST AC
s 1 S mutated 1o region, A reeent edi al in the Sydnty
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school

OCIALIST Action's Winter
;ﬂﬂ‘. held on the ular

‘beachfront at Austinmer south of
Sydney, provided a stimulating
mn‘.amwnnlundrorss

pporlers.
examined the latest
develapments in Fiji, the Phrllp;
an

Building sites battle

on, despite the BWIU

THE WAGES campaign in
the building industry keeps
bursting into the headlines,
despite everything the
| Arl ion C ission, the

pines, China,

Indanuglh,‘ Australia’s relations
with the region were looked al in
talks on Asian immigration, pro-
tectionism, and Australian im-
perialism. And in astirring talk on
the revalutionary experiences of
the last two decades, Davi
Lockwood answe
question “ls Socialist Action
Possible?” (In the atfirmative, of
course!

Ml\vlun talks, there was table
tennis, beach walks and much
carousing. Uniortunately, it was a
bit 100 cold 1o go swimming!

All of the talks provoked in-
teresting discussion, and several
will provide the basis for feature
aricles In coming lssues of
Soclalist Action.

Price rise

REGULAR readers will notice
that we have raised the cover
price of Sociallst Action from 40
to 50 cents this Issue.

This has been forced upon us
by rising costs for typesetting
and printing. With rising postal
costs for reglstered publications,
we have also had 1o raise our
subscription price from $5 1o $7.

However, as a special induce-
ment for regular readers to sub-
scribe (and existing subseribers
1o exlend their subscriptions), we

employers, and even certain
union officials do to try and
bury it.

Lately, the focus has been on
the BWIU and their $£52
“yvictory”. The BWIU claims a
major breakthrough in their
agreement with employers

Building workers who have
relied on the BWIU agreement
have seen only the $10 that all
workers got in March.
Discussions are still going on
about the details of trade-offs
planned under the “second tier”
But the terms seem clear

The BWIU has agreed to
“flexibility” on rostered days off
and the Xmas shutdown,
Previously, unions have insisted
that these be observed industry-
wide, as they are otherwise
impassible 10 monitor

The BWIU has also agreed o
do away with “homers™, short
stoppages for which workers are
nonetheless paid. Homers
usually occur in two types of
situation. One is when
employers break agreements, for
example by allowing contractors
onto a site without a union

are offering subscriptions at the
old rate of $5 for len issues and
;‘i’niurmmgrlum until August

Since our small print run
means that each copy of Sociallst
Action costs over $1 to produce,
fhal represents outstanding
value. So subscribe now...just fill
in the subscription form in the
cenlre pages.

Cover a hit

QOUR pre-eleclion front cover
“Yuk..What A Choice!” was a big
hit last Issue. Sales were up in all
cities, with our print run of 1200
aimaost selling out.

One public servant liked the
Cover so much that he pholo-
mfll;d it ll\: stuck it up in his

', @8 own

Blecll" on statement. g

also caught the eye of the
Times On Sunday, who plctured |
ane of our sellers with it over the
mwinn “The thinking voler.",

© apprecialed he exposure,
bul why was the Times On
gvmr %0 carelul 1o crop the
“:ehm masthead out of

phota? Surely they know that
socialists don't believe in
capyright.

ticket. The other is as an
immediate penalty when a safcty
breach is discovered.

Clearly, both could be easily
avoided by employers sticking 1o
agreements. Instead, the BWIU
deal will limit workers ability to
defend themselves with an
immediate walk-off. Payment
for lest time would only be
decided by the Building Industry
Disputes Board. Workers on the
job would lose any control.

Whether the BWIU can
actually reduce the number of
homers is another matter. That
seems unlikely in Victoria, where
many building workers have not
relied on the negotiations, and
acted for themselves. Their
success continues to inspire
other sites to do likewise,

During May and June, for
example, two building sites in
Geelong won rises of $32 and
552 with direct action, including
a strike. Other Geelong sites are
now agitating for similar

AL the Melbourne Tennis
Centre site, building unions
found that the metal trades were
Eetling $ 100 over the award as an
incentive to finish the job in time

PAGE 10 — SOCIALIST ACTION
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for the Bicentenary celebrations
A fairly short campaign of bans
produced a 65 rise for building
workers, negotiated under the
approving eye of labour minister
Steve Crabb

This deal having been rushed
through, workers at the Centre
are continuing 1o agitate to re-
establish relativity with the metal
workers. Other building workers
wn the city are saying “Why nor
us too?'

Independent militant action is
a threat to the BWIU. Their
federal secretary Tom
MeDonald says their strategy is
“construcrive militancy
Mostly, this means showing
their “constructive” side to

employers. In one case, BWIU
Organiscrs approached a
subcontractor and threatened

him if he did not stop paying his
workers a $52 rise!

Recently, however, the BWIU
has felt the need 1o show some
resulis, to avoid being
outflanked by the BLF. Thus the
agreement at the Tennis Centre.

The BWIU is also claiming the
eredit for BLF successes where
they can. The recent BWIU
dournal claims credit for the
seaffolders pay rise, without
mentioning their two week strike
or the fact that the most militant
scaffolders are BLF members.

In NSW, they have sent
around a circular about
industrial safety. They have
claimed to be in the forelront of
FEcent action against changes 1o
thestate's workers' compensation
System,

George Petersen, the state MP
who was expelled from the ALP
over the issue, refutes such
letter to the BWIT
tead to the leading
e BLF among building
unions, despite its organizational
weakness in NSW

Ironically, the BWIU's cfforts
on behalf of the employers have
evoked little gratitude. The
Adelaide Adveriiser goes so far

s to talk about lacal

and says the BWIL
{ national heir to the
h spirit of the BLF,

Janey Stone

QUEENSLAND ,W
Damn your
dam, 23 tell Joh

AFTER 12 weeks on strike,
workers al the Bjelke-Petersen

FrOris

has

Dam site near Murgon in
Queensland are locked in a bitter
struggle with the state

government as we go (0 press.
According to striker Ron
Raolfe The Uu.'wnu‘um-’
government has iried 1o ruin our
tives by giving us
records and large fines
The struggle broke out when
workers served the usual claim
for a site allowance on the
employer, White Industries
after the job commenced
Contrary to normal practice,
White Industries refused 10
negotiate. Their contract with
the government did not allow it.
Bjelke-Petersen introduced

criminal

iners march against Bjelke

his new anti-strike
R

Rolfesays,

union,
FEDFA, has publicly disowned
them to avoid deregistration.

But they have had wide
support from
Queensland . who
themselves have been holding

marches and meetings over the
new laws

Following failures in court,
the company brought in scabs
who were also FEDFA
members, creating a very tense
situation. The strikers want
national industrial action
against the company, and a
black ban on the site

They are no longer fighting
for themselves, Ron Rolfe
believes, but for the rights of
every worker

Donations for the strike fund
should be sent to Box 78, Crows
Nest, Qld 4355,

Ruth Wood

BREWERY JOBS w

Another round
for drivers

CARLTON and United
Brewery drivers won a short but

AWS jUsL as

hat he's

going 10 ¢ and he's significant struggle in
going 1o n i on his  Melbourne recently.
own dam. Following their three week

Hoping to screen out strike in February
militants, White Industries had o 1o accept the y
handpicked 23 out of 600 sale of its trucking section to
applicants. But these 23 have  Linfox, but retained all their
withstood attacks from all obs and most of .H.;u
quarters. They have received conditions. Since then, it’s been

court orders late at night, and

. with the new

a war of ner

< lookin,
e mﬂtﬂ’;gpnummmcg
A up Mh a winner in

. The police were sy up ta
BBt ane of the drivers! shop
Slewards on his return 1o work
from the pubat lunch time, The
breathalyser showed over 05
""‘H-'"'ﬁ* promply fired him,

ey i
e agansion o e et
drivers, who have an ex, rwt\.r.\‘
of miliancy unpossesel by
e 5255 v

most of Linfox's other drivers

The sirike lasted five days,
during which an effective picket
ine turned back sub-contractor
drivers from the brewery gates.
Finally Linfox gave in, and the
sacked man is on yard duty (il
the eourt case. If he retains his
licence after the hearing, he will
keep his job.
On the day of settlement,
nfox was very anxious to get
e drivers back to work by
n. The workers readily
agreed. But they pointed out
that unfortunately they had heen
i the pubthat morning, “Sorry
but we can't drive —
05" they said

The militants know that this
will not be the last
Linfox has about 40 more
drivers on its books than it
budgeted for. From the
employer pointof view, winter is
a good time for a dispute, and
most Melbourne pubs have a
large stockpile. The brewery
drivers can expect more Lrouble

5000,

we e aver

incident

UNIONvoTE
Dirty tricks
fail in ARU

THE pseudo-tefiwing tea
11!' the Ay n Rai
Union in Victoria got a
last moni|
A miliant rank-and-file
group election candidate, Geoft
Love. got 43% of the vote
against the leadership’s
candidate. Graham Rertrand

The rank-and-file group
scored the excellent vole despite
a dirty tricks campaign by the
officials. Two bogus letters were
circulated during the election
The first, supposedly written by
Geolf Love himself, portrayed
him as a racist whe slashes car
tyres, harasses women and
children, and wants the ARU to
B0 0N & len week strike.

The second letter attacked
Geoff Love’s family, and red-
baited him as being linked with
the Socialist Workers Party.

If anything, the two letters
backfired on the leadership. The
rank-and-file group newsletter
comments

“ARU members who know

Geoffl know these attacks [or the

jes they are. Although these

leaflets caused som
the time they appe

1¥5
shock

members saw them for the
rubbish they were, and drew
their own conclusions about

where they eame fro

OuUL food...Mc-
Donald’'s chief
operating officer in
Brilain, Ed Rensi, says of
the hamburger chain,
“This is where you come
to gel your veins filled
with ketchup. It's almost
a religious experience
In that case

our number
ent

ess they're all
15-year-old people, for
whom McDonal
has to pay hall-price

N THE coat-tails of

the New Right, a
quaintly-named “Ent-
repreneurs’ Club” has
formed at Melbourne
University.

A minerily split-off
from the campus Liberal
Club, it began in true
entrepreneurial fashion
It stole the Liberal Club’s
membership list

Its first activilies
included a film outing 10
see The Cofor of Maney
(what else?). a guided
tour of the stock

and a guest
e Perfume

® | couldn’

g this
Language Of Joh B
Senses
But when the local 4 jpenotn
branch of Socialist

Action arranged a debate
them on “Capitalism

will
Socialism?”, the s
B S ure’ Club ® A much bigger proporion L

quickly got cold feetand
pulled out. Alas, it seems
the spirit of enterprise
just isn't what it used to

be eAsap

® Fear of

ITH

ices, & Rl s
bps O e Tave Fairtax péern\;.;‘"m bt John Fairiaxs.
recor than
this E e
flapsed already I ol O TALIAN]
::mpm Tens. WiEH “I:»;de‘\,;!)urne s HSVT “Clcciolina”sells her
Frompis the followind M wums itsell oy, “and gels Into
riddle dif- uvirmcnamyeac;[v;:; parliament. 5
Q: What's U'wm\ES with il Gm:d"E ‘m:w P We‘pum’“ ‘:an
ference betweend | o o B
il millionaire and A gement, nell ben; sensulieieny el
pigsont anstill 0N ramnallsanggalw:s sgllsllssou\forl"%«‘lme
‘ eon.c lled 8
! a:The POt it on & 0ot thriled a5 purpose
SPINE make a dep! A

Mercedes

the country they

ny faultif the party
the old habit of calling itself Cor

unemplayed are in
flats. |t must be because
different culture there

explanation

1
investing in defe

“May We Quole You?" Department...
't possibly believe that while I'm out of
make an annnmcnmenl like

o Petersen in Disneyland when the o
wa

ymmLinist

chal

irmah of Milan
fer the lia:

the big council blo

s worker, Margaret T

jonal soldier there is no

o of treason

|t was an acl

_ Colonsl Rabuka
an epid:
nce stocks.
Hea

the slump In

e —

still napneng,m have
jock exchangs,
n Communist Party.

ple who are

there is some sort of

an his coup in Fji
emic of world peacemhnbuts

- in Britain's Defence News

R THOSE people
FE‘M still bellzlw th;

cks of

halcher

other

imost all day on it
: rgo this year, HSVT is
charging Appeal
organisers for the ime
that they used news stafl
and equipment, Chafity,
it seems, begins at
everybody Else’s home
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a d, as 1 set off to

asked
ﬂ'pm‘lklt'lmhelllll'of
Socialist Action.

She was expressing #
common view, that sexism is
somehow worse among the
working elass, and that little can
e dome aboul it

1t is true that in passing a pub
of hlug collar workers, you still
getlooks and comments ol a sort
that are no longer acceptable in
more middle elass circles, And
yes, sexist attitudes among
individuals are still common
For example, in the hrewery

drivers’ strike in Melhourne
earlier this year, one wife who
spent  hours supporting  the
plcket was abused by her
husband and som for her
“disgusting” actions.

More formally, there are
numerous historical examples of
discriminatory allitudes, such as
trade unions blaming women for
male unemployment.

If this was the whole story
would have given up years ago
Bul it s}, There are just as
many historical examples of the
rEverse.

For example, Australia’s
Militant Minority Movement in
the thirties included in their
program demands against the
dismissal of marricd women and
for equal unemployment reliefl.
In the early 1970%, the BLF in
NSW supported women who
wanted o become builders’
Iabourers. At a strike of migrant
women textile workers at
Kortex in Melbourne in 1981
the men took aver child care and
housework 1o free the women 1o
attend the pickets for long
hours.

The fact is that the dirty,
rough, macho, blue collar male
Image is no closer 1o the full
reality than the sweet little wifey
who stays in her place is. 3

EXISM, or more particularly

sexisi behaviour, appears
}m‘ eommon among ceriain
sections of the middle class for
particular reasons.

In the Last two decades, & new
consciousness of women's
oppression and sexism has led 1o
many changes. These have had
greatest eflect among middle
class and white collar workers.

Al the same time, there has
been a new development at
upper levels, Forward-looking
managements now feel that they
!uave only to gain from bringing
in the previously untapped
talent of career-minded and
ambilious women —  hence
€qual opporiunity programs in
Privale enterprise as well as the
public sector.

In these circumstances, it is

British miners’ sirike kitchen: “women’s work™ became men's loo

Sexism and
the working

class

comparatively easy for w
to demand new
behaviour [from their peers
Certain sorts of jokes and
language are definile no-nos
and lists of non-sexist languag
proliferate.

This doesn't mean that
underlying attitudes have
changed that much. Sleeping
with the right man ean still be an
effective way of advancement in
many offices, A woman hoss 1
know, very keen on equal
opportunity, conlinues 1o call
the typists “girls™

On the other hand, while
sexist altitudes persist more
openly among working class
men, they are often overturned
In & practical suuation.

A cherished experience of
mine concerns a semi-skilled die
setter who explained to me that
women couldnt do his job
because they wouldn't be able 1o
turn the nuts tightly enough
hold the die in place, and the di
were Loo heavy for them to lift, |
asked him whether he lilted

en
standards of
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them on his own
“Fget one of the
me. Some of th dre siranger
than me, you know !

Soit's not enough to say that
the working class is sexist
Sexism continues to permeate
the whole of society

No™ he said,
amen 1o help

OR MANY promineni

women, the issue is largely a
moral one — one of “fairness”
But for the working class, men
as well as women, it is not just
that sexism is unfair, although
that is important.

Sexism s one of the many
ways in which capitalism divides
the working class against itsell
“_B(_.‘Ihm. national antagonisms,
divisions between the skilled and
unskilled all help our rulers
dm_tlr and conguer.

Capitalism is relatively
unthreatened when upper class
women gain some equality or
Power, Margarel Thatcher
POses no threat 1o the system

Ul if divisions  within the
working class are overcome, tha

is another story

How then do we achieye (|
elusive thing, unity! How is &
possible 1o o :

Teame cenyy
srhine rics
of ingrained prejudice gog

habits, among women as well
among men? b
Getling more women inrg

ng Positions is no answer iy

itsell. More women on (b
ACTU executive wop',
fundamentally alter the main
sacial role of the ACTU g

indust
back str

al firefighters, holding
gles of women equglly
with those of men. Irepe Bolger
of the RANF had to defeas

nd canservalive

VErCOme Sexism
sroots level, so that

ak oul of their
d passivily, and men
end their traditional
s of superi

ity. This can
only come about in one way
thr gh struggle
r
HE BEST recent example

of sexist attitudes changing
le comes from the
ners’ strike of 1984-85
1c overwhelming need for
ity during the year-long
mpelled the women of the
lages into activity and

ve I'm the same
ane. “"Now there's
I can't do, absolutel)

the struggl

same time
d the men Lo take a new

within their
develop IEW
i political activity

1 their
on speaking
10 demonsirations
n strike kitchens
ey would

previo 1ght beneath
them. And when the women
took up issues such as sexisl

18 things didn't

there was

overnight
significant progress made

It was the struggle itself which

for to confront
the female role. And it was the
needs of the struggle which led

the men Lo respon:
As one British miner’s wile
said, "/t has also given us the
strength to stand side fry side
with our men, fighting with
them and in some cases fighting
against them for the right 10
stanc on picker lines with them.”
So 1 answer my friend, with
whose doubts | began
article, that yes, | am worried
about {he sexism. And the way
to combat it is (o suppor! pieket

lines and other siruggles.
Janey Stone

1919: Britain on the brink

§ THE mainstream

parties  perform their
ritual post-election jigs, itis a
welcome antidote to recall a
time when politics was rudely
takEn[rl)Tnlll&||l||\ingl|uulh\
and the ad agencies by
workers, in and out of
uniform, in a country
politically similar to
Australia.

Hritain
with
strug
massive

would make
J British soldiers and
ce mutinied and struck
Worker's discontent had biilt
) he carnage of the war

nflation
housing a
the hot breath of
fanned the emk
Most
servicemen ret
plans 1o
against S
wanted d
Januar e
thousands of the
aver fifty muti
The rebels ref

specta

hoisted the Red Flag on H
Majesty's
The pol
govern|
governm
mistake of
ungquestioni
the pay-olls o
and hours.

developed

umion metl
1918, the police
luly for the right to

struggle in
struck again
oni

AVING an army and
police in rebellion spe
danger, because it reduced the
state to all head and no muscle
for putiing down the real threat
from the organised working
class,
Unionists
million  strike
impressive average of
100,000 workers on sirike every
day for the whole of 1919
Glasgow metalwoarkers
kicked off with a January strike
for the 40 hour week, led by the
Clyde Workers' Committee, a
powerful shop stewards' body
under dircet control of 4 militant
rank and file. In June 300,000
cotlon  waorkers  Stru er

clocked up 35
days lost, an

aver

‘Are you ready fo fake power?

British miners” union leader Rgberi Smillie recounted this
meeiing with Lloyd George in (919 10 Labour politician Nve

Bevan,

“He said to us: ‘Gentlemen, you have fashioned. in the Triple
Alliance of the unions represented by you, a mest powerful
instrument. 1 fe¢l bound to tell you that in our opinion we are at
your mercy. The Army is disaffected and cannot be relied
upon:..H these circumstances, if you carry out your threat and

strike, then you will defeat us.

= But if you do so," went on

Mr Lloyd Gearge, ‘have you

weighed the consequences? The strike will be in defianee of the
Government of the country and by its very success will precipitale
aconstitutional crisis of the first importance For, if a foree arises
in the State which is stronger than the State itself, then it must be

ready o take on the functions

of the State, or withdraw and

*asked the Prime
accept the authority of the State. Gientlemen,
Minister quietly, ‘have you considered, and if you have, are you

and hours. So did the
kers in September. The

miners were simmenng Wwith
strike threats all ycar
The magnitude of the

turbu is reflected in the

panickly lan

e

seuments of the time
unded about the
Bolshe

abi

the acillus of
soviets and revolutid

The situation was indeed
semi-revolutionary. The ruling
class’ ability to goverm was
weakened. “HWe are ab your
mercy,” said Prime  Minister
Lloyd George (o union

Missin|
revolutionary party able to unite
the workers in a challenge for
state power. In Trolsky's words.
Withowt a guiding organisation,
y af the masses woul

the enery ‘
dissipate like stear not enclases
ina pistan-hox” :

The British workers' sieam
was not harnessed. The “40
Hours™ strike on the Clyde, for
was defeated by troops

ample

om thal moment on, we were beaten and we knew we

i remained isolated
wiards saw no

de shap s
1 the fight and thus

es of an
thought
by trade

gould be w
union struggle alone
They were Wit

The other sLIVEE
ented  between  different

frags
aroups, issics, limes and placss
Tloyd Gearge became the skilled
General of s class inexploiting

(his Wweakness. Unlike puling
hotheads such as Winston
Churchill, he knew how 1o be
rous when (he pressure wils
ging enough [0 prevent
d political offensive

class b

pene
on, E0nce

 combin

ik
1S strategy 10 WO
R H! Lloyd George

demands. Prelermng o lead
from the rear, they held back the
militants and kept the strikers
passive. When forced Lo lead a
rank and file surge from the
front, they expended much hot
air and sabre-rattling in order 1o
contral il

Unions exist to improve the
terms of exploitation within
capitalism, nok Lo overthrow it
Though essential preparatory
schools of struggle, they are nat
finishing schools. The trade
n hurcaucracy expresses
this non-revolutionary outlook
An end 1o capitalism would
mean the end of their privileged
role and a relum (o the
for if there 15 no

workplace
capitalist elass L
there is no need
negotialors

Tn Britain in 1919, the union
officials filled the gap left by the
abse f a revolutionary party.
Propagandist socialist €roUps
abstained from “economistic
strikes, Syndicalist groups based
(hemselves on sirikes, but kepl
tics out of them, The party

egotiate with,
for union

pal
that could have combined
workers' immediate  SUrUEEIEs

with a political challenge Lo the
state, the Communist Party of
| Britain, came 100 late in

Grea

NThr upsurge of 1919
ullhwughdetwu-l‘md)hu“th‘u
even the most stahle capitalist
sociely 1§ crisis-prone. Armics
can erumble and working
classes can explode inta struggle
even amidst the euphoria of

military Yietory "
y al g in 1919 was

Tt ithin What was lack dorms

e He‘;nund @ mass rrmluu:::n:—;tp::l;[“.
s  mass
the Mmmndu u‘n' officials. l'.‘.rh ilrcl\::u e Eaerll
e R U Wit rkers might have
Sied < urged moderation Bnl_mn;.

Hmu"l\:‘\f(r:n- l‘nliuggln for achieveds B
and $AFE G political:
cconamics
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ARE INDEED is it to
have a commercially
released film set the record
straight on the life and ideas
of a revolutionary. 4
Margarethe Von Trotta’s
Rosa Luxemburg attempis just
that — and largely sucoeeds.
Few greal marxists are more
misunderstood today than
| uxemburg. Anti-=communists
and Stalinists have distorted her
criticisms of Lenin, the former to
co-opt her and the latter to bury
fer. Even the press kit for Von
Trotta's film variously describes
Luxemburg asa pacifist, ananti-
“Leninist”, a believer in
“spontancous revolution™
(whatever that is), and a savage
gritic of the Russian revalution
Von Trotta’s film stands
witness against these claims.
More than thal, it avoids thel
movie cliches. Luxemburg’s
Tragic Love Affairs do nor
dominate the sereenplay. She is
nof portrayed as a feminist Her
deep love of humanity is nor
turned into a soppy humanism
to comfort liberal audiences.
Luxemburg remained a
revolutionary until her murder
in 1919, She was onc of that rare
breed who could use marxism's
insights to break out of marxist
orthodoxy. For that reason, she
withstood three great crises in
the marxist movement which
left many lesser souls by the
wayside.

HE FIRST cri was

Russias 1905 revolution,
which transformed the whole
idea of revolution in Europe.

It produced the mass strike
and the workers' council, and
shattered the orthodoxy that
each succeeding revolution
would look like the Paris
commune of 1871. It also
changed the direction of
Luxemburg’s life

In 1905, she was making a
career for hersell in Germany's
Social Democratic Party (SPD)
But for the next year, she
thundered out one fiery article
alter another on Russia, saying
10 German workers: this is the
future

She received much criticism
on the Left for this. One
“socialist” scoffed at her:

“We have always wondered why

our experts on the general strike

theory don't take themsclves off
speedily to Russia, to get
practical experience . . Off
with you 1o the Russian front,
you class war theoreticians!™

_ Luxemburg took his advice.
She entered Russian-occupied
Poland in early 1906, She wrote
on arriving, “The revalution is
magnificemi and everything else
is bilge.”

She had arnved just in time

Rosa Luxemburg (Barbara Sukowal in prison

“A world must
be turned
upside down”

Margarethe Von Trotta's feature film Rosa
Luxemburg has begun screening in Australia
this month. DAVID LOCKWOOD looks at the
achievements of the woman it portrays.

for the Tsarist counter-
offensive. After a period of
underground work, she was
arresied. Undaunted, she wrote
10 & friend, “f have learnt much
from this, and all of it more
encouraging than you can
imagine.”

What she had learnt she
published in The Mass Sirike, a
pamphlet which turned German
socialist thinking on its ears, She
threw out the idea that only the
German SPD, with its mighty
organisation and ancient
tradition, was worth learning
from, and proceeded 1o teach
the Germans from the Russian
experience. And she analysed
the relationship between
workplace and political struggle
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stressing that they were not
separate but intertwined
True, Luxemburg probably
over-emphasized the spon
taneous elements of the 1905
revolution. She did so to combat
the increasingly dead hand of the
tadership — to show that
mass action

from above. The film's coverage
of the ensuing debate s
particularly authentic, since
much of Luxemburg’s dialogue
1 taken from her writings.

SECOND great crisis
came with the outbreak of
irnpclr ||I war in 1914, Like
most other socialist pari the
SPD supporied its own

government’s war effort
This betrayal was no shock
‘e b
Luxemburg. On repye ning to

Germany, she had w
i \C - Titte, (0
Clara Zetkin e

from Russia |
1 feel the
[ our

I hesitancy
© clearly and

me el

more pair never before
When mass marches ang
strikes broke out

againg|
restrichive voling laws in 1909
the SPD leaders backed away
like frightened rabbits. [For
L nburg, the whale mystique
of the SPD fell to pieces

In July 1914, days before the
outbreak of war, the SpD
eted

n voted for a war
mburg suffered a
yse and was near
Efforts to organise
resistance in the SPD petered
out. By year’s end, she was il
hospital

Now was the time to break
SPD. But Luxemburg
t do so. “Flight is flight,"
“Forus it isa betrayal

asses. " While
ng ils principles,
e 10 keep its links
nass movement, and
ixemburg, that meant

icide

c

mass worst
workingclass party is better than
non

Luxemburg wrote in the
absence of an idea which is
fundamental to us today: that
ionaries can avoid
an isolated sectif their
principles are linked to the
struggle of the workplace and
the streets, If that link is
maintained, then revolutionaries
can stand outside a mass
reformist party and still, in times
of heightened class war, build a

MAss rev nary party

Only after the experience of
the Russian revolution, and in
the crucible of the German

events of 1919, did these ideas
become part of the revolutionary
tradition.

Trapped inside the SPD, the
group around Luxemb
led “Spartakus”, ren
small until the war's end
the German state began 10
collapsein 1918, its organisation
was rudimentary, to say the

least.

Rl\hE-IA‘N' revolution
1917 produced a third enisis

in socialism.

Luxemburg, again in prison,

hailed the event. She wrote in a

letter
=0f course the marvels in Russia
are hike a new lease of life for
me 1 only fear that you all
do not appreciate them enough
do not recognise sufficiently that
it is our own cause which is
winning there

when the Bolsheviks took
POWEE, she said they had “saved
the honour of imernational
sacialism "

She cnticised the Bolsheviks,
parliculnrly over their
suppression of other political
\endencies and for their use of
terror, But she wrote her
pamphlet on the Russian
revolution for Germans o

emphasize the positive nature of
the revolution, and to say that in
advanced industrial Germany,
those mistakes could be avoided

Her most incisive criticism
was of Europeans who failed 1o
follow the Russian example:

“The G

man workers conlinue
h the spectacle good-
naturedly, continue to be mere

spectators ... And s0 Soviet
rule in Russia cannol find a fate
different from that of the Pans
Commune

When Germany's military
began disintcgrating and sued
for peace in late 1918, Spartakus
was small. It remained so even
after it became the Communist
Party of Germany (KPD) early

in 1919

It was i
take po gl ol

WEr, even j 1
there to be faken [lP::‘u:v'\htm
and other leaders siressed \Lg
need for mass agiation ami
cducation, the need for fime 1o
build the K Py

nOW viciously rightw
SPD was in power \Eilh ::15
military, it attacked the workers'
rn::wmcn: and the Lefi, The
KPD was provoked into an ill-
Prepared but defensive

UPrising” — and was crushed
I Von Trotias film has a
fauly, it is here, We are given no
hint as 0 why Luxemburg’s
Broup was so small, why the
events of 1918-19 overwhelmed
1L, and why an “uprising” broke

ol with
deeply disagreed

January |5
murdered. But her g
hul?{aml)." ability
iself and fulfil the §

ulfi 1oy of life
through socialism lives on in I:::

which Luxemburg

L 3
uxemburg was arrested on

« 1919, ang
reat faith in
o liberate

writings — and in pan in

M.drgarelhf Von Trum'r; film,
Revolutionary activity and
profound  humanitarianism
they alone are the true breath of
soculism. A world must be
turned upside down. But each
tear that flows, when it could
have been spared, is an
accusation; and he commits &
crime who with brutal
inadvertancy crushes a poor
earthworm.™

Death of an American Dream

“A MAN is not a piece of
fruit!”

willy Loman first raged
against the system that spits him
out like an orange pip in 1949.
But Death ¢ k

Arthur vage play
about se” and the
American just as
powerful as a movic almost 40

vears later

The latest film version of
Miller’s classic 5 brilliant
acting, particularly from Dustin
Hoffman as Loman and John
Malkeovich as his elder son Bj
It is the universality of Loman’s

plight, however, that makes

Death of a Sal i such a
Moving expericnce

For the American Dream is

n. Here

ort and

the myth of the ". Here

too, the untamed country
as a symbol of the Aus
way, despiie
crowding into polluted cities
Here too, people believe that
anyone can be a success.

Willy Loman is an ordinary
man seduced by the dream, Too
late, he discovers that il
destroying him and his family

For Willy Loman has little
control over his own life or
environment. His neighbour-
hood has been ruined by
pollution and tall buildings. He
can only rage, "The way they
boxed us in here the grass
don't grow any re "

Willy's older brother
represents capitalist success
More a vision than reality, he
strides inand out of the film ina
white suit with a maiching
umbrella, He beguiles Willy and
his two sons with tales of easy
money. “When fwas 17 I walked
infe the jungle and when [ was
21 I walked o, And by God, |
was rich

most of us

He seems benign enough
Then, in a playful sparring
session with Biff, he tnps him up
and threatens to blind him with
the point of his umbrella. “Never
Jfight fair with a stranger. boy
Yau'Ti never get out of the jungle
thai way.”

Willy cannot absorb this basic
axiom of capitalist morality. He
raises his sons 1o believe that
they will get onif they are honest
and strong and “well liked™.

His two sons are soon
disillusioned by the dishonesty
they meet. Biff reacts with
defeatism, while Happy, the
younger, hecomes cynical and
selfish. “Evervbody around me
is so false that I'm constantly
lowering my ideals

Willy only discovers the truth
Tate in life. His health in decling,
he asks to be transferred from
his job as a travelling salesman
{0 & less demanding desk job

The film does this scene
brilliantly. A frail old man in
front of a huge map of the
company’s interesis dotted
across America, Willy has no
chance. He is fired

His boss is more interested in
a new lape recorder he has
bought. So removed is he from

Willy’s plight, that he advises
him to buy one too (despite 1t
cosling three weeks' wages) so
that “the maid" can tape Willy's
Javourite radio shows when heis

out!

The system desiroys
relationships as well as
individuals, Willy can only
respect people who are
financially successful in a system
which fails the majority Biffis a
failure in these terms, and his
relationship with Willy is ruined
because of it. This picture of a
I‘II\\ur'al\\lslcdIrl.llm:!\h\p\\llh
his son is SO typical and
convincing that 1 saw several
menin thef rafterwards with

s s
Willy Loman (Dustin Holtman) an:
cars in their €Yes: : ;
" I;w'lmfa .\'uh‘\rrmndunw 1}
est how 10 change "“.
that it 80 damningly
describes. It does snmn}hlnﬁ
almost a8 valuable, h.
answers (hose
ers as
dismiss worke! il
swallowing the :{\s:;g:;\ :}:.,m
4 jestroys
ideas even <I': i !
I:‘: Arthur Miller said resently of
his creation
“yilly s [oolish
rdiculous somEtimes

and even
But |

s0

d family: Iwisted relationships

wani you'to see that theimpulscs
behind him are not foolish ut all
He cannot bear reality, and since
he can’t do mugh fo chang

\eeps changing his ideas of |
‘When the Willy Lomans gL &
o change reality 1L5€ f
y well change
list direction

chance 1€
their ideas ma
again, in a 30!

In the meantime: Death aj'n-[
Salesman s oné of the mos
{ their dilemma

moving films ¢ L
a0 see 11
ever made. GOSETE g
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F 1984 was the Informal
Election, 1987 will be
remembered as the Marginal
Election. B e
or st votes, yel wo Y
Bal':aawke bluntly admitted the
reason was that the ALP had
targetted marginal {ie middle-
class) seats for special attention
and ignored safe [ie working-
class) seals Hawke was talking
about his campaign, but the
comment applies equally to his
govemment'’s pricrities.

Like Iast time, Labor lost voles
in the cities, especially Sydney
and Melbourne's blue-collar
suburbs, where ruinous
morigage rates and falling living
slandards have hit workers hard.
Like last time, its vole improved
in rural areas and in parts of
Tasmania, consolidating its
appeal in the more rightwing
regions

The bonus for Labor this time
was its improved wvole in
Queensland. But it can claim
little credit for its gains in either
Queensland or Tasmania. Local
hostilities towards Joh Bjelke-
Petersen and Robin Gray were
the real causes

NLIKE 1884, this time it was

the Democrals who took
primary voles from Labor, just as
much as the Libs.

The Democrals posed to the
Ieft of Labor on conservation,
social welfare and taxation. They
‘were éven prepared to shed John
Siddons and David Vigor fo
maintain this stance, As a result
ihey attracted protest vales from
those Labor voters who look at
politics in terms o “issues” rather
than class.

In class terms, the Democrats
remain a thoreughly bourgeois
parly. Janine Haines carefully
Played down their anti-union
policies. The Democrats support
'shop agreements” in small
business. which inevitably
run down workers' conditions
there. They helped the Liberals
biock repeal of Sections 45D and
E of the Trade Praclices Act,
which outlaw & wide range of
union bans, And they have long
been hostile to penally rates in
industries like tourism, where
there is much shilt work.

B OTH Labor and the
Democrals gained votes in
Ihe Senale, due o the collapse of
the NDP vote.

Only in WA, where Jo
Vallenting was sitting senalor,
and in Ganberra, whers the NDP
has relained some organisation
and palled close to 10% ast time,
did the anti-nuclear vote tally
even 5% Elsewhere, it was under

At the margins,
a telling resuit

1.5%

The absence of a “star” like
Peter Garrett made publicit
hard 1o get for the NDP this time.
Yet well-researched Gallup polls
asrecently as April and May were
giving ita 5% Senate vote in NSW
and Victoria

The problem is that the NDP
has never got beyond ils
electoralist sirategy. With the
general decline of the peace
mavement. this means that it has
never provided on-going and
meaningful activity 1o hold t
hundreds of young peopl
originally drawn to it

So while the Gallup poll
showed a good NDP volte at the
time of the Palm Sunday mass
marches, awareness of the
nuclear issue fell away
afterwards. With neither “stars
nor activists, nor mass action to
revive it, the NDP was swamped
in the election campaign

THER protest candidates
had mixed fortunes.

Jack Mundey, standing for the
Greens, polled the biggest lett
protest vole in years, with over
18% in Sydney. The Greens
recorded 9% last time in Sydney,
and with Mundey’s reputation
and long-running resentments

over the monorail, thal vote
increased even lurther
Other protest candidates

polled in the|respectable 4-6%
fange by aWdressing local
audiences and grievances
Environmentalist John McGlynn
did well in Eden-Monarn, while
black activist ' Alan Brown
successlully linked his campaign

.. NOW AL THIS
(S OVER --
HAVE A FEW DRINKS . -

WE Stoulp

against Aboriginal Affairs
minister Clyde Holding in
Melbourne Ports to local ange
over the "light rail” scheme and
nuclear warship visits.

Curtin Student Guil
Geargina Motion polled w
the studant fees
which covers Pe
University campus. And
worker Danielle Dixon got
vote prolesting against y
unemployment in Corio, which
covers the industrial centre of
Geelong

HE RESULTS of other

protest candidates standing
on more general leftwing
platforms, or trying to address a
broad audience in the Senate,
‘Were poor.

No explicitly socialist
candidale got more than 2.7% in
any seal, and most got much le
That compares badly with
elections,

Despite lan Cohen's headline
making attempts 1o disrupt the
Hawke and Howard campaign
launches, the Greens too did
poorly in the Senate

Bill Hartley’s Industrial Labgr
Party campaigned badly in
Vicloria, getting drawn by the
Electoral Office into a politically
1utile court battle over their how-
1o-vole card. The Dont Vote
Gampaign, which started out
Intending to denounce the
parliamentary fraud, was also
rapped by the Electoral Office
Inlo lengthy debates in court on
the nicaties of electoral law and
had no noticeable impact

Of caurse, low votes for

ampaigns simpfy
reality. There s myen
sillusionment with Labor gyar
specific issues, and people are
pr 1 10 express this via the
rats, single-issye
2s or voting infarmal

as yet, have lurmed
a  broads socialst
or drawn revolulionary
N5 Indeed, the current
of working class
akes socialism seem
n ever to mest

MNE MIGHT eonclude fram

all this that the left needs
more “name” candidates |ike

Jack Mundey and Peter Garrelt,

and more single-issue elecloral

campaigns
The ND

experience, howsver,
she at such electoral shori-
ead nowhere,
Bob H:

are ‘more u
:ctoral campaigns the
tried in 1984
leftgroups
tra in t Senate,
arrassingly poor results
al best we can us

attrac

it is even debatable
standing candidates
cess at present
=flwing groups thal do so
seem to show |ittlelasting benefit
fram it

It is qui

realistic to think

as did sections of Melbourne's
Don't Vi Campaign, that the
current state can

left in its

influence the outcome of

y
ions
election day, people
basically choose which of two
capitalist parties they wantto un
the system for the ;
years. In that frame of reference
soclalists scarcely
In their day-t
however, people are far
inclined to accept the meagre
choices which are deall out 10
them. Which is why socialisis
place far more emphasis on
workplace and community
struggle than on the ballot box
It Is there thal socialists can
build. Election campaigns are the
major parties home ground. The
class struggle and direct action
are ours,

iy
less

B

PAGE 16 — SOCIALIST ACTION

AUGUST 1987 Fsgisler- oy Ausiralla Post — publication no. VBGTIS!

No. 22 o e

. oThe coal
I« crisis

‘7—?‘?1\!05: Antisgay

.
gl

‘: “agitatign flops
f’\'?’l\ .{‘ : ‘i~“ :._,.,_. : i



COVER STORY

Reagan’s deadly Gulf

HINGS are getting pretty

with se

veral hundred |
stude,
noisily e

protesting oy,
sid
agreed not 10 cance| h“!’lm[tf\" ‘
en "m”‘““'"ri”uhr{l |

R

gamel AUG 1987

semester
The showdown on Ay,

1h
i st y i al
may well be decisive L” \lﬁ crowded in the Persian
[Nr-nnul is pmtlr;md concessiong | GDLI}L~ TR o
{higir twn of ;. Jllt m“:I\'Liwl‘wcampmgucuulu | feet ‘t;:rucnng ",w‘,md the arca
‘We have in mind last month's 1} nexl year. If qhe ee

The Soviet Union has a more
modest presence. Britain and
France, not to mention the Gulf
countries themselves, are all
making their contribution to the

occupation is successfy|
callecting the fee next year wij
be very difficult

follies by Tasmanian wilderness
eampaigner Bob Brown. An
openly gay MP, Brown initiated
a move which has criminalised
leshianism in his state.

LABOUR LAWS

gencral congestion with
The Tasmanian government battleships and mine sweepers
introduced changes to the b e Conlract Out | o one seems 10

Sexual Offences Act to make it

*gender neutral”, removing
distinctions beiween male and
female victims and offenders
But it wanted to cxempt Scction
123, which makes it “illegal for
males 1o engage in indeceni
sexual acis m public or in
privare”.

Brown wanted Scction 123
repealed altogether. Fair
Enou

Both Liberals and Labor
opposed this, So Brown got too
clever by half. He moved to
make the section “gender
neutral”, aiming to render it “so
wide as 1o be inoperaiive”. The
government promptly passed
Brown's amendment. Tasmania
is now the first state in the
British legal system to
criminalise lesbianism.

The Melbourne gay newsletter
Gayzette comments with
admirable understatement:

“0n the face of it, Bob Brown
‘has made an error of judgement.
All our expericnce suggests that
anti-gay laws are far from
unenforceable. They can be
enforced at the whim of a
homophobic police officer and
as such are a polent weapon for
victimisation.

Smue_gsmu; 100, it is hard 1o see
any ‘justification for creating
additional eriminal penaliies for
consensual sexual behaviour,
]mn if you have in mind the
longer term goal of re,

those DC'IﬂlIIEf' b

ROBE RIVER At

All work, no
play at Peko

Ii:DIIIE RIVER, the scene of
bitter indusirial conflict in the
West last year, has been
Inml‘nnn_ed, according to the
Perth Daily News.
A recent article enthused:
“We were treated 1o happy and
icated group of workers who
looked too busy smiling and
€njoying their work to even
contemplate industrial action ™
Peko Wallsend was happy 1o
fund this media tour. Noj s0
lucky was a theatre  group

Bob Brown: banning lesbianism is a way of gaining gay rights???

performing a play aboul mine
workers. They have heen
banned from the company
towns.

“We are not in the g
censorship,” says the
manager. But no pl
would be too provocative

And provocation is something
that Pcko knows all about

w

ALP councils
of despair
COUNCIL politics have always

been a bugbear for the Victorian
Al

P,

e of

t

LOCAL GOVT

Their control of traditional
Labor areas has been declinin
with old ALP machines being
challenged by Independe
(usually closet Liberals) and
community activists and groups
(usually to the left of the ALP)

The latest round of council
elections on August 1 was r
exception

In Collingwood, ALP
councillors nearly had their
wings clipped by a tea
protesting about the council's
disgusting role in industrial
disputes involving child care
workers and garbos,

In Port Melbourne, light rail
opponents got 407, of the vote in
an attempt to scuttle the ALP.

In Brunswick, Socialist Left
candidates won ALP pre-
selection in all four wards. Even
the mayor got the shove
i ‘The Labor right were ropable
They had originally even
opposed running open ALP
candidates because the ALP was
50 unpopular there. They
enlisted ALP heavies
including state president Ger
Hand in an attempt to
undermine the campaign,
arguing that the ALP, especially
the Socialist Left, could nat
possibly win, and standing
under the ALP banner would
give the anti-ALP forces a
eouncil majon;

The nght also boycotted the
election campaign, not getting
mvolved in letterboxing and

staying away from fundraisers
and other activitics

But three out of the four
Socialist Left candidates did

win. Theoretically, the left now
has a caucus majority

The victory may be a hollow
one. The ALP right does not
accepl the legitima of left
victories, and it is not the lcast
hesitant about  splitting  the
ALP. They are all for unity, but
only on their terms.

Caucus control did not mea
much in Sydney Council a
couple of years ago. The ALP
right, after losing in caucus
went ahead and voted with the
Liberals apainst selected left
candidates for committee
positions

Socialist Action members are
often asked why we don't joi
the ALP to bolster up the left’s
numbers. One answer to that
question is simple. Winning
votes for the left in the ALP does
not necessarily mean that the
right will accept the majority
decision. And therefore winning
does not mean a thing

STUDENTS

Fee showdown
at uUQ

PAY UP or get out!

Fee
boycotters at Univers y of
Queensland  were given that

message last month,

As We go 1o print, (300
students have not paid Labor's
S250 fee. August |1 is the
deadline by which they must pay

Or have their enrolments
Cancelled.
In response, students are

calling an occupation of the
Admin building for August 10,
They wani a Euarantee that
:I_n)‘cluners and those who
imply cannot afford 1o pay
not be victimized. i
InApnI..lheuniv:mlywuum

on Qld unions

A GIRL of 15 in a Queenslang
country town was illegally
contracted by a motel owner last
November to work seven daysa
week

contract, the girl
and no overtime,
1al leave or long-

nsland Trades and
uncil exposed the
5 contract this month.
exploitation
e legal by Je

Petersen's proposed
contract labour legislation
Yet incredibly, the

TLC has

not to wage an

which fines
and individu
mpt to induce

paign co-
Denis Jones claims
that Bjelke has built a cage
around ur with ks anti-
strike laws
Instead, the TLC has
produced a kit for lobbying
iberal and National Party
MLAs

The kit will not have MLAs
quaking in their boots. Provided
the meeting is union
delegations are
some form of appreciation
‘Thankyou"” Then they are 10
give the ML As free publicity ina
press release which attempls 10
quote anything positive they
may say

This farce of a campaign is not
surprising. As secrctary of the
Queensland nurses’ union
Denis Jones refused to support
solidarity strike action during
Victoria's nurses' strike last year
Until 1983, he was a member of
the Liberal Party

At a TLC women's meeling
on contracts on August |, one
woman summed up the feeling
of many workers, She presented
a packet of "Gumption” to the
TLC executive, and explained
that a little on a wel rag g
long way.

civil,

told to “show

es 4

'm" -t

1

da)
s ruling

classes will look 1 with

considerable
sn't Iran that sank th
1 i"” of 1s

lost in the general hystena
Irag 1s an ally of the
Americans { that they

had sunk
briskly bru
s R -rattling
House
get tough™ in the
Gulf with Iran and
anyone who supports them, that

is

The US
Kuwaiti oil A r
flags and promusing them the full

giving
rican

eSpONse

vessels

Business as usual

TWO TRADERS died of heart attacks almost simult

Chicago Stock Exchange recently

Dealing, however, did not stop. I

whan thedea
them on the crowded floor. When t;;.:a e habiy placed lhere

oul, their pockets were stuffed full
by other tradars.

Next day, a lwo minute silence was ann
no-one turned the machines off. A minu
hguresrlasmnq.Fmally,ailel anagonizingn

erupted again in franzie tradi

in the region
that Reagan’s
isn't “soft” on

administration

terronists — and as a hy-product,
it was nicely ti (] ide
with the Iran/Contra scandal

hearings

< ADLY for Reagan, the whole
thing turmed into a messy

first reflag;
p struck an Lran
blasted a hole

very

mine whic

US helicopter crashed. Tc

matters worse, Amer
Britain, West Germ
lland and Italy — refused to

», which is not surprising
when you consider that lran’s
major trading partners are Wesl
Germany, Japan, Britain and

Ttaly

Now it seems that Kuwait is
Jlso accepling “reflagging” help
Russians,

ho
from the who are

el y
quietly, than the USA

Don't smile oo much at the
American dilemma, however, If
they are frustrated in their Gulf
manoeuvres, they may try
something more dangerous

aneously at the

deed, doctors could not gel at
dtraders were finally carried

ounced in their memory. But
te, 70 seconds passed with
ninuteand a half, the floor

They are continuing 1o expand
their military presence in the
area, sending a squadron o
bombers to Jordan and steaming

USS Missouri up and down
e lraman coast, The
daring the Iranians 1o have a go.
A Demo aide remarked after
a White House briefing

we feared the
n with
1

s what seemed m
1 the ratio

THY ALL the commotion
about Iran?

er the

Shah was a
aloyalally of
and an effective
The
Shah's averthrow deprived the
1S and other Western powers of
military support in the Gulf It
deprived the Russians of cheap
lranian gas and the presbge
steelworks they were building
The Americans feared that the
radical Islamic doctrint which
eventually came to power in
Teheran might destabilise their
allies in the region, Russia feared
{he same Lhing, not only in
hanistan but also among the
Jen population within s

the West,
policeman of th ea

M A
pwn horders

NS:IU{\‘- outbreak of the war
with Irag in 1980 was & gndsund.
for the impenalist pn\acr:‘:h:
Iragi rulers feared the \prud ||Y
Iran-ype lslam and hope nﬂ
(ake advantage of the Lunl:\m"
of the revolution 10 finis' un
Iran and enhance their oW

OWET, 3
y 1t didn't work out that way.
invasion gave

revolution. The invasion let
them finish off their opponents.
Anyone who opposed them was
a traitor, betraying the
revolution 1o the invaders. The
left and the workers® movement
were crushed in a torrent of
fanatical nationalism.

The superpowers’ hope that
Irag would tidy up the Iranian
situation for them tumed into a
seven year bloodbath recalling
the horrors of World War One
trench warfare

East and West arm bath sides,
just enough to ensure that no-
one emerges as & powerful Victor
who can deny them what they
want in the region. Il the war ever
ends, the broken economies of
Iran and lrag will make them
even more dependent on the
MaAjor POWETS.

RAN'S response as we go 10
lpm-. has been relatively
restrained

Despite  Amencan A
Iran has confined itself to a few
military exercises. Even when
hundreds of its citizens Were
Killed in Mecca for reasons we
will probably never know — ils
retaliation has 50 Iurhetn\crbal‘

This may not last. If the UH.
keeps up the pressure, Iran ma}.
retaliate in kind, or by proxy
(errorist actions, This, almost
incvitably, would provoke @
further US response,

None of the impenaiist pn:;:r;
i
have any nght (o impose
will in the Gulf, It is up lo the
masses in the region :1‘| 531:1':::
el 5. [Eisupto
their problems. pw"h o

[he Iragd ! ST seltle accounts

ot e e 1 L B a1
o e e Tl

‘Lh:u‘lh::'f war, ihey Were )I.h a e p..nmmunld
“mwmgl?df:::lml;r:lfucwry get out of 'hf (}::::‘“::;!“mm
of m:rh(;r: li:-rmcd. during the
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(SocmuisT I Action)
pefend Moses | Behind the ugly face of

Mayekiso

ez Goondiwindi’s racism

Moses Mayekiso is a black | ABORIGINAL children

trade union leader in South { fryp the Toomelah mission,
Alrica who faces trial this month

TSy
IS 17 TR T T OF cowrstl g p

4 the { just south of the Queensland- i L00K BLODDY sy
:ﬂ'u:'::::"ﬁcff:n 'g;:lemmee. NSW border, recently yﬁb’fiﬁf}'ﬂbﬂ;’;ﬁ CARPE 7o G uirnine
which led 60,000 blacks In { poycotted Goondiwindi High CARFPETING YOR

e ”m?::'m,':"éﬁ;fm School because of the ra :
February 1986. Mayekiso s also a there. |
preminent revolutionary This follows a violent
sociallst. If found guilty, he may ) confrontation between mission
AT blacks and Goondiwindi whites
M’Wm”if u"';"‘l' 'r.ulmi:i in January, which left ten people
B A I e tause and | injured and $20,000 damage
;omiahmu’o:l;'llam have |trn'ng|y “The teachers didn’t try 1o
taken up his cause. To join the teach us, We were called boongs
Canberra committee, contact | arniggers. [ left afier six months
John Passanton 313729 (ah). § — that was the end of formal

. educaiion for me," says

RIJXfDI"I pICKEl Madeleine McGrady, an ex-
upil of Goondiwindi High.

:;kﬁ:::::z\nﬂbhq:::l:lﬂ:; : 'Pp‘he riot, the school hi}.mn
plckel against RSL racist Bruce { and now the Human Rights
Ruxton on August 10. Commission hearings have
marked Goondiwindi as the ugly
face of Australian racism. But to
leave it at that is to miss the real WJ
problem.

m

The pickel was well
by other leftwingers, and drew
100 people.

Ruxiton was speaking on his
tavourite topic of immigration to

0AL MINE

their union are under
iege.
al,’%\lu Bob Hawke's coal
qummit in July, t called u_[l
their national strike action in
return for a one maonth
moratorium on sackings. While
Labor paid out $600.000 to
prevent sackings at Lwo mines
another four companies started
retrenchments anyhow

The al crisis has been
brewing for some lme now.
or Gareth Evans said in
February that “ihe coal mining
industry is teetering right on the
brink”. By union leader
John Maitland was wa that
the industry was on the “verge of

blames two
the world
market for its p Japan’s steel
industry has slumped, reducing
demand for
coalminesi

from China, have produced a
world oversupply

get, up to 2
coal, and
market

family per year, In NSW, Labor
has frozen rayally payments hy
the coal industry since 1981, angd
It cul a further $48.3 million
from royaliy and freight charges
in July.

Now the Miners' Federation
wants workers (0 subsidise more
handouts to the exploiters who
messed up the industry in the
first place, despite coal miness
here having some of the world's
highest productivily levels

- THE!‘ROPDSED marketing

authority might help the
industry. 1t might hring some
planning into it and force the
companies bo put up a common
front when negotiating contracts
abroad, which could mean
higher prices.

It would only do this at the
expense of forcign steel
producers, which might cause
problems for steel workers

’ overseas. One can understand,
e coa s ours, though, why miners feel they

must start by defending their
own jobs however they can.

] But whatever benefit comes
e sac s yours from a national marketing

authority and subsidies would
be gained many times over by

an Australian Civil Liberties
Unlon dinner. The ACLU is a
front for John Bennett, the
bizarre “civil libertarian” who
claims that the Nazi holocaust
did not happen and that Asian
immigration infringes the civil
liberties of whites.

Ballarat talk

SOCIALIST Action's second
discussion meeting in Ballarat
got a good turn-out of 20 people.
Held in conjunction with Ballarat
CAE's Polilics Group, it looked
&l the hypocrisy of capilalism's
arguments agains! socialism,

Two hours of vigorous
discussion followed a talk by
Socialist Action's Alec Kahn,
Four people bough!t sub-
scriplions 1o our magazine
aflerwards.

Our nex! discussion meetin

August will look at “Whal is

Revolulion?", a question arising
from lasl month's talk.

Our logo

READERS sometimes ask us the
origin of our logo.

The scralching cal was a
symbol used by the Indusirial
Workers of the World, Australia’s
tirst major revolulionary socialist
%rnup al the time of World War

ne. The “sab-cat’ represented
on-the-job sabolage — collective
action like go-slows and more
surrepiiious acts lo slow the
work down, in line with the IWW
slogan “A bad day's work for a
bad day's pay”.

“?_u:Illm ':!'lldun uses the “sab-
Ll reminder of
1ighting revolutionary hadu;:?r

A casual primary teacher at
nearby Boggahilla confirms that
Goondiwindi is a racist town
and that Aborigines attending
Goondiwindi High were
insulted and discriminated
against.

But racist attitudes are
fostered by a system that is far
bigger than just one town where
prejudice is particularly bad.

The reserve amd mission
system and unemployment keep
blacks at the bottom of the rural
pecking order. Reserves were set
up specifically to control and
isolate hlacks, when their labour
was no longer needed by rural
employers. Over 80%, of somc
Aboriginal communities are
now out of work.

Funding for reserves is
minimal. “Can you imagine the
reaction of people in Svdney or
Melbourne if water shortages
prevented their 1oilets  being
Slushed for iwo weeks?' asks
Justice Marcus Einfield of the
Human Rights Commission, in
a comment that sums up the
state of Toomelah Reserve

Reserve blacks encounter
white society from a position of
poverty and isolation, making
them an easy target first for
alienated white workers, and
then for white governments

Toll justice?

Pensioners and unem
aver 100 of the state's ju

toll attendants

PAGE 4 — SOCIALIST ACTION,

THE UNSWORTH government has exem
its new $1 toll for the Sydney Harbour Briage

ployed still hive_ 10 pay the full amount, but
dges have been given special Passes to flash at

seeking to explain away racism
lan Cameron, National Party
member for the Goondiwindi
area, claims that government
“handouts” to blacks are a major
«cause of racial disharmony.

Despite the glaring evidence to
the contrary, the idea of
Toomelah blacks leading
privileged lives is strong in
Goodiwindi. One hundred
whites applauded when resident
Michelle Stigwood told the
Human Rights Commission, "/
can't see white sociery ever iruly
accepting Aboriginal people as
long as they are separate and
heavily government subsidized,”

For black kids, their very fack
of privileges discriminates
against them when they enter the
white education system. One
Goondiwindi teacher told me,
“The central problem is that they
come to us with educational
Problems that we can't cope
witl. And for them, the school is
their first major contacr with a
sociely they have fiitle respect
for.

The children respond by
playing truant, or dropping out
a?lugﬂthtr. In 1981, 73.6% of
Toomelah pupils left school at
age 15, compared to 49.1%; of
the general population,

Even non-racist teachers,

pled one needy group from

overworked and operating with
little knowledge of blacks'
educational needs, find the
situation overwhelming. “There
is racism, "'says this teacher. " But
in many cases, raeism is
confused with sheer frustration.”

The blame lies with state
authorities, who isolate black
kids on reserves and missions
and neglect their education

The Queensland government
provides no resources or trained
staff to integrate Aboriginesinto
the school system.

But Education Minister Lin
Powell wipes his hands of
responsibility for the polanza-
tion between blacks and
teachers. “As far as we are
concerned it's not really our
business. We have made places
available af the school and it's up
1o them as to whether they want
10 use them.”

While boycotting 15 an
effective protest weapon
demanding separate schools will
not provide the solution, 1t will
only reinforce the division
between bl and white, and
black schools will suffer the
same funding restrictions that
reserves do.

The demand for resources for
Aboriginal education must be
taken up by teacher unions, and
directed against education
depariments and governments.
As the Bicentenary approaches,
that is the lesson of Goondiwindi
High for the working class
movement,

<

Jeff Rickertt

= nationalising the whale

e ml ne-owne rs indusiry. Why should people

whosack workers for the sake of

gloomy stranglehold of the centralised Pf\;fi‘k';fg‘ E;’}‘m“s it, while we

UT THE picture is neither ~ A Bieciness Review Weekly  vagefixing system. In the year  SESCCE e oo oo

as simple nor as gloomy a5 poadline recently declared: 1o October 1986, there were over m)lt‘llrtiil -_”“_ ém“h mim‘w

the employers make out. “ Bargain hunters eye coal mine 10,000 strike days per thostnd working in a nationalised
The Financial Review quoted hake out’. It argued that some  workers in the coal mines,

y, know that. In the end,
> qa]  industry, know 3
the mine owners' association.  companies wanted to get out, cumpamdwlh_\ﬂs(ur\hcmn italways comes back 10 workers

like a typic
overproduct

the ACA, soon after Evans'“on gyt “orher resources companies  trades. -+ ahility to fight. And fighting has
he brink” statement. The ACA O acd opporlimity. o 4 BuL this year, (ke hlinens SRR

the brink™ statemer - can see a good 0pp L zaders have looked  viclded results

said that overall steel the indusiry at bargain  Federation leaders have fo

In 1983 and again |97, Coal
and Allied tried sackings in the
Hunter Valley. In 1983, the
miners occupied the mine for 30
days before forcing the company
{0 back down. In 1987, they've
been out since early July, and
with mass support they can win

' gy 8 ending their
consumption  worldwide Was  prices”. They wouldn't dothatif - dodgy m;\u:‘ ﬁ&::ﬂl:\‘g‘mjﬁ
stable, despite production falls it was unviable mecibers. Jo :‘_m fnd sick
in Europe and Japan One company director alun!ult::cn :rr | ‘_W o

P Uil explained that “a cha in s members were auferg /o7
by ownership might present an  thegoodof thenaic i
(unity for resssessing togetourmajor exportindic
apportunity | e : i aloris
k 18 €O hack on the rails
work pre 5 or CUlling cosis .
T ;\ 1l le what the sackings and Maitland ..-uIIm: -J\xlﬁl\.i.‘t;uhrﬂl;.
ac he union arc all “exerr some martel Ci
attacks on the union are e Tl Ve Hor

again, v
Miners will need that kind of
action, and not talks with Bob

ke abor has i
lh‘[ u‘”‘ of u licseday SR S l':m“ll:":nl-:ltl::: The Hawke, if they are to weather
; [ are the ored them for mo 3 fiig:
e able to keef 1 has created a climate where the .;n\;rui“‘n T Serohip repeatedly {he present cri e
The ACA added that tonnage  en nd Labor hope to  Federa :
e led that tonnag :

3 es
changes to the threatened national strik

vithdrew them
/0 industry at workers, expensc. before m‘m’:‘:] “Ul:hdu token
. sstimate 15 for 21 al any g
1] The latest estimate i ¢ from Canberrd
mines to close, and 3000 jobs to  comprontee !

and  force

nattered more than pric

g Tuly, Maitland was still

B = The only way

In fact, they achieved llml £O. X .ullmijgh‘ ,."n i
Production in the March L e S T R

Giianer wals’ up" 20 Tor (6 0 FOR miners, itisalife-or- o chan® FE00 0o arrion

death crisis. Naturally they
ar risis.
" slump has  look to their union.

threaten 1
March quarter 1 and thar's tragic:

vay serious
v halfway seno

The latest pri Cederation has The only M jers
sstry shake-c The Miners' Federalion has : Federation leader

T o Im\“’ ‘| .M\Mn‘”:-. {raditionally been a combative pmpuulllh‘:; has been for 2

) situatio : ) R 2 pul @

phosadin,. 1hs [ormly  union, winning gains outside the  have PV T o1 marketing
neither simple nor uni nationa qth $30

along W
it? authority nb:!\:i:lr
n still a hit? o lion in 1
nleHa‘JgNa'Ln Reagan's aarly years in office, 100 tourists & dan Pﬂwg 5-’;
ALD Reagan’s early ) i
\‘dx."‘lu be \-m-m[‘napnm next to a cardboard eutoul of the Presides
outside the Whita House
Now, after Contragate, the fee ha
there are few lakers,
Those still buying usually wan!

for more

T e yniers has

But \uh_\idlexil{\r\.l‘!;‘i:l‘ﬁ%:::::nm" :

15 dropped lo @ dollar a time. Bt yeq) probleme, B sidise maiiand: reluctant o fight

| 1o be photographed punching :,“s.n“e'\;:;‘:"'““"””m"" John Mal o
3 SOCIALIST ACTION — P

R:iﬂl//

____"w——




Has Russia
become more
democratic?

“THE MORE things change,
the more they remain the
same.” The old cynics’ credo
aptly describes the upshot of
Mikhail Gorbachey's reforms
involving elections and
factory management.

Russia’s main ruling body —
the Central Commiltee of the
Communist Parly — has
accepted the Law on State
Enterprises, which is supposed
toshake off the dead hand of the
bureaueracy and turn control of
the factories over to their
managers.

Within a couple of years,
factories must stop living on
handouts from the central
planners, and instead generate
their own funds from sales and
profits. They will get greater
control over what they produce,
and how they produce it
Unprofitable factories will be
closed

The other big change has been
anexperiment that gave volersa
choice of candidates in local
government elections. In a few
carefully sclected areas, mostly
wellaway from the big cities, the
numbeg of candidates was
actually greater than the number
of seals available.

_ This was on top of the normal
right to vote against the single
candidate presented. Sections of
the Western media seemed
particularly impressed that a few
such candidates were defeated

Elect Mﬂﬂagsr_S?

What are .. SOME
Eind o !r:qhsé nut?

oy rmr—
PSTCATRATS ot 31BeW, cobaass,

in this way. is not unusual,
however. Since the 19605
anything up to a couple of

hundred candidates have been
“not selected” at each round of
local elections

(Suchafigureis not as high as
it seems. Ten thousand positions
may be up for election at a time.
Under Russia’s version of the
“secret ballot™, though, it takes
real courage or hostil

lily to vote
against the official candidate. To
vote for, you just drop your
ballot in the box; 1o vote against.
you must go to a booth to
“seeretly™ mark your paper )

Outside Russia, Gorbachev's
changes have been hailed.

Rightwingers have crowed

that market forces and liberal
democracy have shown their
superionty. They ignore the
mirror images of Russian
poverty, inefficiency, apathy
and alienation that are nife in the
West.
Sections  of the left hay
joined the applause for
Gorbachey. Yet the “demo-
cratisation’ is entirely
superficial, and the economic
reforms are positively anti-
working class in their effects

Russian elections (assuming
the experiment has proved
satisfactory to the Kremlin and
will be extended) will not be free
in any sense. Voters will have a
choice of candidates, but these
will be carefully wvetted
beforehand by “responsible
citizens”. Many candidates will
not be party members (this is
already the case), but they will be
individuals only, strictly
forbidden to organise around
any alternative political
program, or to challenge one-
party rule in word or deed.

This is light years from the
sorl of democracy that a real
workers' state involves, That did
exist after the Russian
Revolution, in the soviets — the
workers', peasants’ and soldiers'
councils that the working classes
created, in which they could
freely elect all managers, judges,
officers, and local and national
representatives.  These soviets
ave long since been tumed into
emply shells by the Russian
bureaucracy.

In a real workers' state, there
would be no restriction on the
right of individuals to stand or to
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Gorbachev at car plant
Organise pressure groups or
parties inside such a soviet
system. They would have full
acoess to media resources (o put
their case. And representatives
would be recallable by a simple
majority vote of their electors

The electoral reforms in
Russia have nothing in common
with any of this, and show no
sign of moving towards it.

If the “democratisation” is a
meaningless charade, the
economic reforms are a positive
threat to Russia’s workers.

Gorbachey has junked the
idea thata few thousand faceless
bureaucrats know best how to
develop the economy (a horribl
parody of the socialist idea of a
planned cconomy with
democratically decided
priorities). But he has replaced it
with the idea that profitability is
the best measure of success and
failure.

That can only mean what it
means in the West — speed-ups,
lay-offs and wage euts. Where is
the great goal that Marx
proclaimed, of production
planned 1o meet human needs
and desires?

Gorbachey's reforms are not
aimed to build a fairer society,
much less a socialist one, They
merely aim {0 make Russian
state capitalism more internally
competitive, so that it is better
placed to compete with the
West.

Graham Willett

PhiLpPes MY’
Aquino backs
vigilantes

PR.F%II)E:N'I' Cory Aquino's
smile is revealing a savage set of
teeth.

In April, Aquino endorsed the
Nakasaka vigilante group,
ru!!n_ed by Local Government
Minister Jaime Ferrer and
Colonel Jesus Magno, as a
model to organise similar
vigilanie Broups nationwide,
Supposedly (o fight New

ew freedoms lor managers, not for warkers

People's Army rebels.
This was after the murderous
abuses of the Alsa Masa
another rightwing \igilanlgl
t the front pages of the
ippine newspapers after the
collapse of peace talks between
the government and the
nal Demaocratic Front in
Fehruary.

There are now no less than 37
different vigilante groups,
mostly armed, being organised
and supported hy il and

[\
parts of the Philippines.

T'he Alsa Masa now claims (o
control the majority of the
depressed districts in Davao
City, capital of Davao province
in the south. It conducts
surveillance operations
ates in raids, and forces
people to sign surrender papers
and to join.

A recent visit to Davao City
by Sr Mariani, member of the
now-defunct Philippine
Commission on Human Rights,
has confirmed human rights
abuses and the unwarranted
Killings of civilians alleged to be
New People's Army rebels or
sympathisers.

The proliferation of vigilante
groups, especially in Mindanao,
is creating a reign of terror.
According to Sr Mariani, 32,000
refugees are in temporary
evacuation cenires Davao
province. Many are |
meagre food rations and

poor sani
a measles epidemic amongst
e centres, These
victims of “counter-
insurgency measures” et litile
or no assistance from the
government.

The povernment's policy of
forming vigilante groups of the
Alsa Masa type is very similar f0
American policy in Central
America, which has fostered
groups such as Orden in Fl
Salvador. The seeds of rightwing
death squads have been planted
in the Philippines.

Noonie Daronild

Haiti: The misery
rage

turns to

NEWS ITEM: At feast 20 people, including

a nine month b . died when securiry
forees fired into wd of protesiors in
Huaiti yesterday her 10N people were

wonnded during 51, which came
during a
and social graups. A
shoatings and severar
retaliation.

NEWS ITEM
lifted ihe eight-
has paralysed Haiti This [t
by the nation ry-hacked Governing
Council to
wnions, and
an independe

Opposition groups have
general strikce which
s a decision

HE MISERY has turned to rage in

months no

last month, wr car
thinkable e Ve y ago. For 29y
Haitians wept tears of blood under
merciless fam Papa Doc”
Duvalier and s

Fven the cold statistics make staggering
reading. Infant mortality is 13%, and one

third of all children die befare th

protein intake

In the countryside, voodoo and illiteracy
are rife, and there st one doctor o
20,000 people. In the cities, unemployment
is over S0%;

ich year, causi

¢ hydro-electric g
sed blackouts. Haiti has
severe droughts in the last filteen
Yet in the midst of this misery, @ tny
upper class — 30,000 people ina population
of six million has thrived. Jean-Claude
Duyalier's wedding alone cost $2 million in
1980,

AITI'S revolutionary ferment is al
more remarkable, given the ca

Duvaliers took to crush dissent.
“Papa Doc" spent his first years in power
neutralizing possible sources of
opposition: the army, the trade unions,
other political parties, the Cathe
the business elite, and even the US
By 1966, for example, having effectively
, Duvalier

destroyed the Church hierarch
had extracted an agreement [rom
Vatican

the

giving him the major say n

alier’s main weapon in his reign of
his dreaded Tonton Macoules
fficers of this seerel pol
1 salaries, The ranks were exp
he

D
lerror wa
Only tf
were pa
1o live by extortion and by s

of troublesome peasants. This ne
saved the Treasury awages bill - ILEnsurec
\he Tonton Macoules were corrupl it

utterly ruthless
Apart from a brief flir

in the carly sixtics, Duvalier was df\du(h\\

Ani-Co aunist, He deslared fhumself for Lhe
lefence of Christian eivilisation GRamsh
ok rologicat

atheist maierialism and the ideal ic

S rolerance of o levellng and fhuman

communism !
Duvalier put forward a sell i

weology \||\ll\\.|w:1I|||-|\lr|:~-||\| b

Constitution made him Presiden

n with Russia

f-glonfying
64

and gave him such ks & _‘w:“:"“:
aquisard, Uncontestable lr-"dlz'm“‘_ o
Revolution, Apostleof Nationd 0
Renavator of the Fatherland
the

a Duvalienst version of

He even ha
Lord’s Prayer:

Jur [ I al Palace flor
“Our Doc w

art in the Nt

At an
life, hallowed be thy nafe l{‘lﬂ;;‘: Port:
future generations. Thy »u”‘t:‘ s L1l
au-Prince and in (he PN Lor e

day our new

urespasses of the ant

day on our country.” - died,

In 1971, three months mf‘-"m'l“h:w"
Duvalier announced thst he wan! Feads
Jean-Claude to succeed m.”;m.mmum
Canstitution stipulated 40 85

i
atriots who $pit E¥E1Y

Haitians
demonstrale:
18 manths
of revoll

age for the presidency and Jean-Claude, or
“Baby Dioc”, was only 19 at the time, 4
referendum was held. The vole was one of
the most rigged in history — 2,391,916 for
changing the Constitution, and | against.
ion,

ITH Jean-Claude’s inaugur
w=|-lilnpenud up in Haili’s ruling class
hetween the old guard Duvalierists and the

s,
e ace i this struggle sifad in
1950, when Haby Doc married nml,xuu
Michele Bennett. The mArTiage
shifted Jean-Claude’s power hase from |}er
black middle class to the mulatio hn.mnlI::
elite. This W mu:hunqupmmw ‘
US, which provides aid to the Hailarn
i "\:-L\T'mm also saw Haitls working
closs grow. Taking advantage all :g;
abundani cheap Iur‘u_:u:. n:zlm:“ .HP
comparnies (mainly l;'\—ufnnrlnlml;‘f o
assembly planis 0 Port-au-| :
capital
“:Illmsz plants emplo

en, and

heiress.

y 60,000 people.
have swelled the
atill small, but

the legal 1 nimun
ers was 53 aday, @
Meanwhile, thelf :
d 1ax holidays of ten Lo fifleen YEArs:
on n profit repatriation
st the regime Erew

{hese work
got less.

enjoye

and no restriett

Unrest Again: it

, ENCOour: b
EL!E:::E-': rhurth.AIlhnuxhlhthmhup\ we
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Duvalier’s puppets, the lower clergy and lay
activists were heavily influenced by
liberation theology, and organised groups
to fight for the poor. 5

Even some employers werc Linng of
Duvalier. They were frustrated by @

ment that refused to provide the

basics for a healthy industrial sector -
roads, schools, adequate food and waler
and reliable power.

ABY DOC proved incapable of
Bmmm_ing the growing tide of dissent.
Under pressure from Timmy Carter, he
n a period of mild liberalisation in 1977.
But in 1980, just three weeks after the
election of Ronald Reagan. the government
cracked down on its critics. [t arrested over
100 of them, including most leading
Journalists and independent politicians.
Many were deported
1t was to no avail. Dissent continued 1o
grow, and in May 1984, protests broke out
in Gonaives against army brutality. These
protests spread to other cities and the
countryside, angry crowds ransacking food
warehouses and government buildings. In
February 1985, tens of thousands of young
peaple took part in marches organised by
the Church as part of International Youth
Year, Insome cities, the marchers called for
Duvalier’s overthrow
The murder by soldiers of three students
abarally that November unleashed the wave
of protests and anger that finally for
Duvalierto flce the country. On February 7.
1986, the US aur force flew Baby Doc to
exile in France, a week after the White
House had broken his gnp on power by
announcing that he had already gone
Before leaving, Duvalier appointed a six
member, army-dominated National
Council of Government. All but one were
known Duvalierists.
Strikes and demonstrations in virtually

1
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every town in Haili have continucd
unabated since. They have had some
successes. Several Duvalierist cabinet
ministers have been sacked and others have
heen forced to mesign. All pnsoners,
including children, were released from
Haiti’s largest jail.

Following a phone eall from an airport
worker to a radip station, wo hated
Duvalierists were prevented from feeing the
country by thousands of people. The army
had to intervene ta save them from the
crowd. Many Duvalierist officials simply
stopped turning up for work after reading
their names in blacklists sold on the streels
of Port-au-Prince.

N LATE March 1986, the army
announced a new 3-member governing
council, headed by army chief Lt. General
Henri Namphy. But even this council is
unstable.
Protests and strikes continue to rock the

laby Doc

LT —————

country. Last month's general g

planned to last 24 hours, and Nlm“' Way

week. Even after it was |ify, e
unemployed marched through the ;. L
defiance of & government decree o0
two days' notice of protests, Soldier, g
the air to disperse them. Sl

The people of Haiti are up
considerable odds. The Rgg o
administration has sent Namph -“|g“|
amounts of military aid and is cnnaulrlw‘l[rﬁ‘(
amy

sending military trainers to teach the
“internal security techniques,™
Literally hundreds of new organisa

have spring up since Duvalies flag. 1
none have national coverage, L‘ \Ir
Duvalier, unions were illegal and beir
communist was punishable by |!c;qu|I:l\l;w‘l
Taw is still on the baoks) i

There are now many unions, and h
i e

ions. What they lack ip

r May Day rally last year

up for

in amazing solidarity, Mass strikes break
1 continually, as workers and
o mployed pour into the streets on hearing
[ﬁ :?nc group of unionists have gone on
strike over a grievanee. i
The future of Haiti’s revolution is still in
the balance. Some democratic reforms will
nnduublud!y be won, hnllhc:.? will not help
the vast majority of Haitians living in abject

POV orking class is small, and the
sants must play an important role if real
Given Haitl's strategic
US, however, il IS
real change will be

peasants
change isto be made
imporiance to the
Jebatable whether

allowed. s %
Ha future is inextricably

So
intertwined with the future of the Central
Amerigan revolution. A nd that revolution
can only ultimately sueceed, as Che
Guevara of served, if it reaches into “the
belly of the monster” — the US itsell.

¥ Chris Cli

o

The cruel legacy of imperialis

N 1787 Haiti, then called St

Domingue, was regarded as France's
jewel of the Caribbean. Lush, fertile and
well-irrigated, it was the wealthiest
colony on Earth

ars later, Haiti is one of
nations. It
ywest

otein consump
hird of all children d

for Ha

h inherited Haiti [ro

Spanis
France brought in African slaves to work
the sugar pl In 1791, th
[OS€ up in against the whites
whom they outnumbered 10:1
ecade ar so,
defeated the Spanish, the British
the armies of Napoleon
Napoleon's first defeat anywhere

But the ne herated nation's leader

Toussaint L'Ouverture, Jean-Jacgues
faced

ntations.

he blacks
nd fimally
This was

Dessalines, and Henry Christophe
adilemma. They knew that a country run by
who

ex-slaves, had killed their white
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masters, would be a prime 12
colonial powers, not the
France. Noth
all, than the po'
To defend ther
weapons. But to buy guns, thej
export cconomy. So the ea
to continue T
compelling the ex-slaves 1
croppers, This was much like s ¥
most people, and many I 1
mauntains te

) the
small plots of land. After

18§20, the whole plantation system
collapsed.

he immediate threat from France w
removed with  French nition  of
independent Haiti in | However, i
cost of this recognition was an indemnil

150 million francs, payable
French planters who had lost proper
the revolution. The
reduced to 60 million fr:
was not fully repaid until 1922

was r
yut even so it

URING this time, the familiar pattern
of Haitian politics was established

In the midst of the cconomic run, 4
succession of corrupt rulers came 10 power
by armed force. Each would empty the
freasury into their own pockets and borrow
heavily from overseas. The complete failure
to invest in productive scctors of the
economy meant that by late last century
80% of revenue was going on debt
repayments

To make matters worse, there was a
division in Haiti along colour lines that
remains to this day. In 1805, at the
instigation of the British, Dessalines had
massacred the remaining French colonists,
and foreigners were constitutionally
forbidden to own property. However, the
French had created another powerful class
10 succeed them — the mulattoes.

At the time of the revolution, mulattoes
owned one fthird of the plantations.
Although they only constituted about 5% of
the population (and not all of them were
fich), they had a monopely of the skills
needed to administer the state. The
mulattoes claimed that, because of their
lighter skin colour, they alone were civilised,
cultured and fit to rule.

The hated Tonton Macoules

Late last century, the great powers saw
the chance of preying on Haitl's HEJ‘(H‘\"S&
French, British, German and American
warships would threaten the poris the
moment Haitian courts résisted the claims
of businessmen from those countries. The
US alone sent warships into Haitian
20 times between 1860 and 1915
4 a detachment of US Marines
1 ernment’s gold deposits from
e Banque Nationale at gunpoint. Then in
15, the US occupied Haiti, They eemained

Imost 20 years. The US dishanded the

of Haitians were killed

MERICA left Haiti in 1934, but it

nsured that Haiti would remain firmly
within the US orbit. The US administration
had fayoured the mulattoes because of their
lighter skin, and it left the mulatto elite in
control of the govermment

Denicd a say in governmeal, the black
urban middle class developed a theory of
noirisme, a hlack cultural doctnne which
emphasised Haiti's African links and
reaffirmed voodoo as a key leatur of
Haitian life.

After 12 years of mulatto rule a student
strike and mass demonstrations against
corruption foreed [resh elections. But
elections alone could not solve Haiti's
problems, and a succession of increasingly
unstable and corrupl regimes took power
over the next decade unti the country
collapsed into a one-day civil War i 1957

By the time elections Were held in
Seplember 1957, there were only 1.\w
candidates: Dejoie, a mulatto, and Francois
Duvalier, a black doctor and moirsfé

olitician.
: Duvalier, supported b_\'(htarvm.»un[hE
elections casily. He mobilised nob nnl,\llh;
peasanis but, for the first Um& the blac
middle class as well

Qver two centuries of
however, had left theif gy
black/mulatio division, cormuption Tb‘e:l
chaos, a small urban elite who contre! o
the country's trade and finance a bl_\;
military and an impoverished countryst ;

The stage was set for on¢ of the m
hated dictatorships in history-

imperialism.
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

:: fight for saclalism: the creation of a
53ess society in which the econom:

will be democratically planned sns
workers themselves will make thle ke

decisions about economic and wclavl
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucralic class socisties, and have
nothing in comman with real socialism,

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Theirstateis a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Waorkers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spantaneous upheavals The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work to build &
stronger revolutionary mavement out of
\he struggles being waged onthe joband
around social protest issues. Tomarrow
we must create a mass waorkers' party 10
|ead the strugale for socialism -

Internationalism

‘We are Internationalists The warking
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
parriers, A soclalist revolution cannot
survwammmasmg\ecowtry 1t must be
spread o other countries of itwill fail. For
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures like protectionism which turn
the workers of one country. against
others.

Liberation from (ppression

inst the *
we light for liberation and against
npprle';slnn of women, biacks, migrants

ression are use

:I:ss. The fight againsttnem is an essen-

tial part of building & united rwoluu;l;:
ary movement. They can only be en

through ending capitalism and building

sociglism.

Socialist Action 2
It's no g

re for Socialls! Action. .

:::!nla\mng about the wnnﬂd r;rm point is

i fst
{a;chATRE B aman<ngluhlthayaiga|

8|
L4 1

fighting for petter world, ’“"E;"f":’r:
in the thick of the fight it "ia
you want to be, in us todey
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THIS TIME You'LL
IF Yo STCP THE

the
‘mission, Justice Ludeke accused
employers and unions of
ing up “sweetheart deals”
and expecting him to rubber
stamp them. ‘He then announced
he'd be takinga hard look atsite

allowances.

Almost immediately, indust-
al relations mimster Ralph
Willis and the ACTU began to
1alk about a special wage-fixing
system for the industry, and the
ABCs 7.30 Repori ran a phoney
“expose” of np-offs on the
Parliament House site.

What is all this about? It is
indirect but very compelling
evidence that state and federal
Labor governments and their
employerallies have run into big
irouble on an important
industrial front
The ALP and the most far-
sighted employers have big plans
for Australian capitalism. Part
of them 5 disciplining the
workforce, so workers will
accept declining living standards
and work harder, and setile any
grievances we have “through
channels™ instead of taking
industrial action

One way of doing this is to get
us all into 20 or so “super
unions' dominated by
professional bureaucrats who've
never done a day’s real work in
their life,. A host of Simon
Creansare meant to manage our
affairs

In the building industry, the
deregistration of the BLF was
supposed to do the job, along

HLl’

Labor’s

with the Code of Conduct whic
prohibited employers from
making agreements with the
unions outside the official wage
fixing system. The BWIU and
FEDFA were to carve up the
BLF's membership, then
amalgamate into the beginnings
of a “super union™.
It has not worked out lik

that. Deregistration of the BLF,

Regular feature

mANAGEMENT of the Scottish newspaper The Scotsman produc
Bir own scab editions after locking oul their journalists in early Ju
Copy was a little hard to come by, however, i

ne reader wrate 1o them: “Sir — | note with interes|

1 25t that you have
published my Iel@er _u( 13 June three times (so far) this w.'eeJk I'm
pleas&ﬂghatyou like itso much, but if the letter is
1aﬁlMum I‘ndappmciale a small fee

lay | add that | approve of your use of different hy

. B eadings e:

1he letter is published, This helps to pravent it be:mmngg\ 0o stale.

Soccer hooligan

BRITAINS Crews Chronicle has
m;?lwng Inotball violence
aving failed to getinto a game, a 14
,d14-yaar-old Crewe s arler was
rll&nng from the fain in the social club doorway wheuﬂppolll:é :i"
;glar PC Paul Britton passed by. ; . L
i &E;‘l?:ddlhgg;duma b;‘yuo ut, the court was told, punched him in
face, i nose bleeding, told him t
eeing the boy later in the centre of town, 2an i i
5 , PC Brit : i
Ffsy::mf:ngs m;ébuul. | will mess you about.” i oo him
ntencing Britton to 28 days jail, Just icha
him, “There is no suggestion you orel a nuuy":w i Ennas o0

Phoney business
;ﬁ?ﬂ:gﬁ;::;?::zﬁrsc:{\ w[\o wanls to impress on the cheap, Dick
A selisa”Car Phoney" fake cellular car phone for

obecome a regular

feported a recent court case

Sounds like the ideal gift for Andrew Peacock and Jetf Kennett!
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ALRIGHT, ALRIGHT. .
JUST WHAT You WANT

CONCRETE POUR

Building
set to bust

GET

e
.;:EJ-WL\-‘(

boom

plans

and the brutal police assa
and victimisations which went
along with it, certainly put
building industry militants on
the defensive in 1986. Wages
growth was held way down, as
was the level of industrial action.

But this year, things have be
different. There has been a
wages catch-up, which the
industry's awn experts sec as
lifting workers’ pay by about ten
per cent this year. And that's
based only on the gains that are
publicly known. In Melbourne,
at least, the real figures would he
higher.

In Melbourne, the BLF is also
clearly on the road to recovery
Its membership gradually rising
and its organisers continuing to
Operate on sites all over town,

0 WONDER that Justice
Ludeke and Ralph Willis
and the 7.30 Report are getting
nervous. Building workers now
POse a major threat to their
whpl:_n(—w industrial system.
This Is possible because the
building industry is going
through a dramatic expansion.
. While the rest of the economy
18 pretty flat, the market for
office buildings has been
:;markat_»ly buoyant. The prices
INg paid for them have risen
by about 150 per cent in
elbourne over the last five
Years. The reasons include the
Browth of superannuation

en

e

funds, the growth of e

industry since ”""ﬂ"t:
deregulated, and the gmmﬁ“
information technology i
MEANS MOTE Space is egdag :h
of these trends are m'.&
cal e .

Sosnte St HE Y

S0 despite several vy
frantic hui‘;d e ol
ing, the deman fo
office space is still nummu]r.
tight, and developers l;ce!
launching new Projects, ,\ug
hile sale prices for hmming\
r. builders” costg are
latively modest.
Let’s compare this boom With
the last one, which took place in
ly seventies. Once apain
ires are for Melbourge,
ey would be similar in
Sydney. Industry analysts tell us
that from 1972 to 1974, the cost
of building matenials went up M
per cent. The cost of labour
reent, as workers
nsive
through to the end
by contrast, materials
pected Lo have risen
26 per cent. Labour
e expected 1o have gone

SOAar,

soared by 97

No, the building bosses’ main
s 1lding costs.
mostly about
the job done as fast as
both to minimise their
harges” (imterest rates
crane hire and the
get their buildings
market before their
r this reason,
srable to industnal

ressure

That is why the BLF's
methods work, That is why the
efforts of the BWIU and
FEDFA to get a few bucks
through arbitration are 50
pathetic. 1t is also why militancy
has survived in the building
industry, giving Ralph Willis
and Justice Ludeke so much
heartburn

New efforts will be made in
the coming months and years to
get the industry onto the
“consensus” and wage-culling
And sinee the building industry
traditionally swings from
runaway hoom to spectacular
hust, there is every possibility
that the 1990s may sec &
depression of the industry,
which would put workers on the
defensive.

But for the moment, the BLF
and other militants are knocking
a big, gaping hole in Labors
program for Australian
capitalism, And socialists are
cheering them on.

— Richard Emerson

Australia reconstructed,
workers reconstricted

HENEVER a capitalist

economy gets into a
mess, the traditional leaders
of the labour movement
come up with solutions — at
workers' expense. :

That is what the new ACTL
document Australia Recon
siructed, is all about.

Some of the document is
prcdu:lablc Take the proposed
amalgamation of unions, which
Bill Kelty has already floated in
another document The
establishment press has
welcomed this idea

Our rulers used to be nervous
about such amalgamations
caring bigger unions would
mean increased worker power
Nowadays, Simon Crean_ha
convinced them that the official
union structures can hold down
the rank and file. So the
establishment suddenly likes the
idea of big, professional
efficient unions whose leaders
are remote from the workers

Or take the section dealing
with the labour force, Most of
this is already government
policy. It calls for placing people
in jobs or trainin and treating
the dole as a last resort. This
sounds sensible, but in practice it
has meant that the long-term
hard-core unemployed are
forgotten. People being trained
might receive Austudy (forr 1y
TEAS), which is less than the
dole. But not all trainees arc
even eligible for that.

HE A ustralia Reconstructed
document is more original
when it tackles one of the most
devastating weaknesses of
Australian capitalism today,
and that is the problem of
investment
For rs now, under the
Accord, we have been told that if

we accepted “wage restramnt
the bosses would take the extra
cash and invest. More

investment would mean more
jobs, But it has not worked out
like that.

The hosses have laken the
moncy and used it for take-over
bids, orsent it overseas, but have
not been willing to invest 1t
productively in  Australia

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

Kelty: plan for 20 “super-unions”

Current projections suggest that
in the next decade, there may
only be enough productive
investment to allow 2 per cent
cconomic growth a year. A
growth rate that low means
unemployment will rise and rise

This situation is a big
embarrassment to Bill Keltyand
Simon Crean. In the new
document, they have a stab ata
solution. They propose setting
up a National Development
Fund based on using 20 per cent
of superannuation funds

This money is to be invested im
Australian industry, on very
generous terms. In other words,
they want to take our super
funds — our security in our old
age and hand them over at
special rates to the same hosses
who have stuffed up the
economy to begin with!

What's more, the money Is to
be invested "wumcl-r_\xhg.«ﬂ\
This means that it will be
invested in times of economic
downturn, when investment 1
least profitable! What mighty
champions the Australian
workers have in the AC TL

HERE did these union
bureaucrats gel suc
ideas? They learned them in
Sweden, and much of A ustralia
Reconstructed’s appeal will
come from the view that Sweden
is & rich and successful country,
a good model 10 follow. ;
Sweden IS comparatively
affluent, but not because it
allows trade union leaders
implemen ver little plans. On

the contrary, Sweden can afford
these gimmicks because i s
affluent 1o hegin with,

economy has heen in the nght

place at the right time. First it
exporied machinery and

armaments industry, which

We are fore
“record

thing which

return: how

lime now

It is affluent hecanse its
The ACT

! squarely
materials to Hitler when he was
rearming Germany, Then it
exported to a war-devastated
Europe engaged in recon-
struction. Nextits manufacturing
sector thrived around a strong

solving the
prohlems

risis, is
could hoom because of postwar  Capitalism
capitalism’s continuing hunger
for arms

Even so, the country has seen
its share of bitter industrial
strife, as workers found that the
employers were getting the lion's
share of the prospenty. As
recently as 1985, there was a
major sirike by white collar
workers following three years of
wage cutling.

and thal is
Crean and

Despite

Reconstr

the rights
0, SWEDEN is not the delegates
model for solv
Australian capitalism's
problems. Those problems go
ton deep. Take the investment
drought.
Australia Reconstructed calls
for & national enquiry m_ﬁg\ue
out why the bosses won't invest.

CAmpaign.

1ssues, h
might not
B

ver reading ahouy

profits”™ under |
Ut while profits havel ri:hm-
duantity, that is not the maip

concerns investors,

They are interested in the rate of

much they et hack

for cach dollar invested, Thi
rale s beendepresca o7 s

The wage

cul
under Lahor has lifted it a bit,
but not nearly enough.

U has played down

this problem, because (o face ft

would mean

abandoning its dreams about

country's economic
by reform. The

tendency for the rate of profit to
fall, which Karl Marx identified
s a core feature of capitalist

inseparable from
itself. Only socialist

solutions ean solve this problem,

the last thing Simon
Bill Kelty want to

know about.

all the cnticisms we

have made, there are still a
number of things in Australia

ucted which arc

waorthwhile. Greater equality for
women, for example. And the
call for legislation to guarantee

of union workplace
And the call for a

g continuingsuperannuation

1f the ACTU were prepared (o
organise a fight around these

eir new dogument
be a total disaster.

ut Ausiralia Reconstructed
is coneeived as an alternative to

5% . 1t will make it harder

But an ACTU-sponsored study struggle. k
b\“ the National Institute for for us to fight against all the
Y onomic and Industry sitacks we face. No trade union
activist should have anything to

Research has already dentified
\he corc of the problem Itisa

Jow rate of profit. .
This might sound odd, since

document.

First with the latest

YUG ruschen in
1 by Nikita peen publis
speet excerpls s Ine fullextis o

, but Borbas®
yugoslavia soc ALIST

do with this

rba has begu
oSLAY dlly newspape! BOER - nouneing

miserable

— Richard Emerson

n serialising the full
Stalin’s crimes 5
Lously in “libert

qr::ﬂslmicm necessity”
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AIDS: Why the
backlash has
not happened

T MUST be said. The

AIDS epidemic has not
produced the hacklash we
expected.

When the killer epidemic
emerged amongst gays and
spread from them to the general
community, many of us braced
ourselves for a severe attack on
pay rights — gay sex lo be re
outlawed, saunas and clubs to be
closed. public hostility and state
violence Lo resurge.

None of these have happened
in Australia, nor, in gencral, in
FEurape and North America.

Such responses have certainly
been suggesied by rnightwing
moralists, ostensibly to contain
the epidemic. Yet governments,
much of the media, and most
church lcaders have resisted the

calls to penalise pays. From
most quarters, the call is for
calm and compassion, Condoms
and sale sex get equal (or better)
billing with monogamy and
eelibacy as means of prevention
If Labor's health spending is
not what it should be, the reason
15 ils austerity drive rather than
anti-gay policies, The May mi
budget, which slashed spending,
increased anti-A1DS funding.
The only real evidence of
revived anti-gay fecling is in the
clear growth of violence on the
beats, But this is neither a new
development nor a mass activity

OCIALISTS, then, must
explain why the expecied
backlash has not happened.
From uts earliest days, Gay
Liberation had a strong socialist
current which argued that gays,
like women, have always been
oppressed in elass societies, and
that in capitalism, our
Oppression was bound up with
the need to maintain the nuclear
family and its strict sex role
While the system could
concede reforms, it could never
deliver real liberation for fear of
undermining the family and the
system as a whole. Furihermore
the reforms won would be
challenged as the economic crisis
dtgpene_d and rightwing forces
gained in strength,
For_ all s sirenpths, this
analysis had one great weakness
itdrew oo simple an analogy
between the oppression of
women and gays, especially in its

idea that
oppressed. This is simply wr

In the ancient slave socicties
of Greece and Rome
homosexuality was not
penalised by the law or public
opinion. Sumilarly, during son
periods of feudalism, hon
sexuality flourished, unopposed
even by the Church

NLY IN 19th century

Europe did the modern
form of gay oppression develop,
and its close link with women's
oppression,

Capitalistindustrialisation
was no gentle process. Poverty
and disease became part of
everyday hife for millions of
peaple. Misery and fury
alternated. Revolution and
aleohol competed for the loyalty
of the masses.

In panic, the ruling classes
began a process of socia
reconstruction. They built up
the family as a focus of working
c_lms life. 1t became an agency
for socialising the young
instilling “traditional” disciplinc
and sex roles, It became a source
of individual welfare, caring for
the old, the young, the sick and
injured, And it became a refuge
from the tedium, even horror, of
work.

As part of this process, new
laws restricted the right of
women and children to work
and imposed compulsory
education, Other laws regulated
sexual behaviour. They raised
the age of consent, expanded the
definition of incest, and
outlawed homosexuality
Alongside the laws came idea

ghout normal sex roles and
behaviour male and female
adult and ehild, private and
publie, each carefully defined

Through the late 19th century
and into the 20th, this link
belween capitalism and  the
nuclear family (and the
oppression of women and gays)
seemed 5o strong that even the

leftassumed it 1o be unshakable

the family in maintaining social
stability became less erucial in

the period of post-war
Prosperity.
The welfare state, mass

socialisation through compul
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sory education, shorter hours
and better conditions at work
the role of debt and
consumption in inhibiting
industrial militancy all of
these took over
family’s role
The decline in the fam

some of the

imporiance left space for greater
social freedom. Many people
now live outside the nuclear

family. Divorce and remarr
are common. Women are freer
to work and, in while collar
Areas, to pursue careers bec.
they can control motherhs
Sexual experimentation is now a
m{rmal part of growing up.

This general freedom was
taken up by lesbians and gay
men in the struggles of the gay
liberation movement

Secondly, the long recession
that began in 1974 did not
produce the serious attack
women's right to work that
occurred in the Gr
Depression
married wom

1ally, ar
ed inloe the
workforce and have actually

thcreased their participation in
the last ten years, It is the young
Who have borne the bramt o
unemployment in this recession

A brief campaig
accusing  married

by the right
women ol
taking their children's jobs came
1o nothing, hecause the iwo
BrOUps accupy quite separate
Seclors of the workforce. The
right has shifted the blame to

youtk

themselves — all the talk
hadly-educated dole
I'here is ng
nor any need

peni
for the rhetorical

n of

ONE OF this is
that gay oppression is a
thing of the past, only that ai this
time it is not a key weapon for
the ruling class
it

) supgest

y§ are

Tasm
flect attitudes that
If social acceplance

Queensland re
are still rife

¢ widespr
by no means ur
And
more
the
Until sar
taken for
uman rig
rather th

ed s a real
and option for all
n being Lk
iy, then

the whim of a few
makers who domir

soclety. Only when
10 dictate our lives is overturned
will gay liberation, as part of 4

human liberation, be
possible and gay oppression bea
bad memory of the pasi.

Graham Willeit

Shouldn’ta greenie be a

EAL-LIFE horror
tories abound about
the damage being done to the
environment.

Ancient forests and
méms arc destroyed by “acid

monu

solar radiation, causing cancer
and mutations, The effects of the
Chernoby! disaster will be felt
for years as people die of cancer
and habies are born deform

‘What is it about our society
that makes 1t ravage the
environment? Many environ-
mentalists, equally unimpresse
by the performance of western-
stylecapitalism and the so-called
“spcialist” states, blame what
they call “industrialism™. The
use of high technology and
modern industry, they claim,
inevitably leads toenvironmental
decay.

As a result, they advocate a
return to small-scale production
using more basic technology
But this would mean going
without the many real benefits of
modern technology: increased
food production, medical
advances, better communications
and transportation,

In particular, it would mean
throwing away the chance of
~vastly reducing the time people
need to work, of gaining real
freedom to enjoy life and not to
just earn a living.

UCH views look at the

sphere of technology alone,
rather than the whi sociely
that uses it. So they miss the
crucial point.

The societies that environ-
mentally misuse technology
east and west are capifalist
societies, Compelition guides
them. So pollution controls are
dispensable in the race to cut
costs, Resources are wasted on
arms, or on shoddy goods
designed to wear out quickly

The non-solution of small-
scale production leaves
capitalism intact. Competition

CAURSE 1'm A Flﬂ‘sﬂﬁlm]
| Own mom oF T o

0 e

red too?

Tram the bulldoger,
More Eenerally,
wins of the carly
Australian unio

the hig wage
19705 gaye
Aus nists the
confidence (o BO on and hap
Uranium mining and expart

Tiere 15 nothing wrang with
workers struggling for material
Bains (after all, workers produce
all society's wealih in the first
place!) What is remarkahle,
however, ishaw quickly workers
winning ~|._n| struggles express
an interest in ather less (angible
mallers,

LL THIS paints {o three
mportant lessons for
emvironmentalists,

The first isthat, if the workers
ran society, there (s no reason Lo
suppose (hat they'd neglect
environmental concerns
Feeling the world was truly
theirs, they'd be sure 1o proteet it
from damage

Sccondly, it shows that
workers can fight under
capitalism around environmental
issues. To tackle issucs on which
the ruling class is fairly united,

Stopping uranium: a seaman is arested picketing a shipment

would still prevail. Some small
enterprises would go bust,
others would grow. We'd just get
back to where we are today.

True socialism could live in
harmony with the environment.
The pressure of competition
would be eliminated. Society
could democratically plan the
use of technology, with regard to
both human well-being and
Nature's

Renewable energy SOUICes,
Jike solar and wind power, could
be developed and used
extensively. People in each
lacality could choose the energy
sources, farming and industrial
technigues most suited to their
area’s OWn ecosysiem

What guarantees do we have
though, that a socialist society
would not simply pursue a
course of unlimited growih,
without regard to the ecological
consequences? Workers today,
after all, gencrally struggle for
more material wealth. If they ran
ty, wouldn't they simply
maore for

500
continue o seck
es?

themselves

T 15 certainly true that
Ih:uc somelimes L
environmentally destructive
positions defence of their
members’ jobs — witness !hr
ACTLU's recent stand an logging
in Tasmania.

But we need Lo be wary about
drawing conelusions from the
ways workers act under
capitalism about their actions
under socialism

One reason economic
demands are predominant in
workers' struggles is that
capitalism continually presents
malenal goods as the only things
worth having. This idea is
absorbed by workers, whoare the
most matenally insecure section
of socicty anyhow, A demand
for material gain is the natural
first step from total passivity

In the course of Lheir struggles
for material gains, however,
workers can discover other
things of value. In any well-run
sirike, the sense of solidarily
Built up\a\‘cuﬂuml::\tnlnlhc
face of ‘economic depnyation. In
more advanced :\ru_g‘ulu._wcn
as when workers at France’s Lip
walch factery took Vel .ﬂ\([r
workplace, they can discover
their ability (o n Lhungs
without the tm.-‘.-

e early
u.le‘.\.n:':.m buflders' labourers in
NSW over wagesand conditions
p -|hm|||mmnﬁ-lm\:lmmn
L4 ey started
Io other 1sSUEs They pri
chowinganinierestin \mn: :mw /
.Illllk-!\\.ili'lxﬂ benelits, ":zl-tmt
their workplaces. by €62
r own faremen and Wo! ‘5
Ives how they woul

1970, the
I

Masl interestingly 10 the

such as uranium mining, union
muscle will be of more use Lo
environmentalists than the
letter-writing and lobhying
campaigns they now spend most
of their time on, or even
Greenpeace-stylesymbolic
protest actions

Sirikes and bans haye actually
siopped uranium shipments (n
the pasi.

Finally, it shows that
environmental destruction
cannot be treated in isolation.
Workers' ability to fight this
destruction — and eveniually to
build & society i which they
won't have o fightit develops
through all their struggles.

Suppo ing these struggles =
and building the organisation
(hat can eventually lead nnrhbrs
(o smash capi lism — has to be

1t of any serinus strategy for

ina the & nment.
protecting (8 Ber b ert Suiniby
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WE'LL always
‘someone to tell
el

lay-offs, they seized the plg

made their ‘own watches'
organised their own distribygig
10 et around an employe.
boycolt. Without the b
efficiency sht up 25061 Q. |

father than )

. their \ma!mnl\gn'r 1 k.
TEler came 1o Ay

from Poland in 1937, a:;n'\h;

that bosses are

gci fi and socialism

trotted out

e id
%’;ﬂmﬁm is one of

st socialism.
“In most workplaces, we have

police invasion ended the byl
venture after the best part of 3

IT WAS that old futurologist

of a truth. Technology could

provide us with a society of

JUSt tog far

beyond the pale

IDEN'F“'IM Melbourne wi Just
e “Worsaw wil iis poyer
1o him. Poor g

id that the i hungry,
year gariviars who sald that the 8 orery nsed! Bl barbarl" SYstem taday, PRIt (he lnncrscyi\,.i

4 3 | ice for humanity was e 3 ; arism seems a much oy architeclure and 15 grgi
hat someone else lays In Homage 1o Catalon, choic! . such writers duck the ot conyinelng fikelih e el ordinary
B Boces sppear 1 Gearge Oruell records, qorn® <ocialism or barbarism. insignificant question of which  igepye® \cirood: What a  JEETS: SIURHITE (o make o

w,u.’,;mammdm‘sium. experiences in revolutiong.. As @ breed, science f::'l““" class controls this technology at  imaginatlon ’:‘;‘I:J\Enm our R o e
‘No wonder most workers feel Spain in the 19305 w\.,ﬁwl writers seem to agree. Man¥ precent, and to what end. It'sa  ghagy, dreams B depicted

i i elected their
ineapable of running production d

themselves. ‘
But let's look behind the

superficial appearances. Muost
big bosses actually da no useful
work whatsoever.

Some are smarl enough to
recognise this fact and enjoy
themselves. Perth property
magnate Lloyd Percon (fortunc

SUPErvisors, and
ran industry more safely ang
more elficiently than under the
old regime.

Inthe
kers

19705, the Chilean
nes (committees)
production ang
In entire districts
middle classes we

over
itior

havedealt with barbansm, and a
few have even raised the banner
of socialism,

Much science fiction
copcentrates on nuclear
destruction (state-of-the-art
parbarism?) and the post
apocalypse socicly. A m‘u.. is
Walter Miller's A Canticle For

piece of political cvasiveness
that [ find particularly irnitating
from writers who are suggesting
that technology is the solution
for humanity

Perhaps most challenging are
those writers who have depicted
a socialist utopia, or similar.
LeGuin's novel

Ursula The

~ John Passamy

the despair of ahorigines
anguish of (athers una%.\: lr;f:::
their children, and, when war
came, the horrors of Europe. A
socialist, Bergner joined (he
Communist Party along with a
number of his antistic (reads
Fortunately, Bergner did not
succumb to the fake-heroic an
expecied of

| . COMmMUNISE in

Leibowitz, which fuses the post: /o C il (subtitled An Stakin's day. (“Paint what

120 million) apenly s'l}‘]l'l’lilb. s Vernt | atomic warlhm?:r\:ll:‘t: the Ambiguous Utapia) compares ];jl'rm;i;ﬁ'\m:;lfhl'i‘ﬂ.‘fl. not ,\,w“-‘;

wark a three da) week. " The rest Nur subjeet  of ‘rc e the anarcho-socialist society of mw:)duz m::‘.; cm:un_u:

Df\alhc “mthc is on his yacht or hay | at'dd\: a&l:h L L‘ Anarres, a resource-poor planet, Eml_‘hle Ing insights into
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material wealth is performed by
workers on the job.

HAT OF the small

really needs

m, but
under the
f the Bolsheviks,

the entire hosses'
state and replaced it with their

does indeed repeat itself, the {
time as tragedy and the se
time as farce. That is ha
new ohservation
own, a very useful ¢

nor, on its

Marge Piercy in Women on
the FEdge of Time pants a
particularly vivid picture of a
future socialist society. But she
leaves open the vexing guestion

Painting
the town

did not want his type of arl. A
few years carlier, Robert
Menzies had tnied o set up an
Australian Academy of Ar—to
depict rural landscapes,

2 ontented cows and happy

bosses in the workplace i Rather more polemical arc is her main female TREES, fress, bloody l_"": :‘nungllln Film narrator Max

— the supervisors, msn!:gen Shich ot N those writers who have taken protagonist mad, or does she You see them al every ’H Gillies has a field day parodying

em anyho w | g el WA R R SR

By and large, they are not . and  based in the to their logical but obsc society K _ with trees. Painiing iwl R

A : ‘ conclusion. So we have My favourite is James +war Melbourne, enjoyable film. It is :

there o tell workers fiow to from the shop floor. At ICI.  inon management bodies. Such  workplace. Each delegate was i ht police of ‘s Voyage From iy led apainsi  seeing Bergner, & Woody

work. The traming of new while | worked there, the schemeshavean ulterior motive sle at short notice, and book-burning thought police o Hogan's Ve 1 which TR artists Hbf e A?’r‘!‘" i figur, roate storis of

workers, for example, is company made numerous toderailunionorganization,but  they received no privileg Ray Bradbury's fafirenh L, Yesteryearin il the “gum tree in every painting”.

invariably left up 1o other innovations, which saved it theycancedeanimportant point ) elected them and the Brave New Wor brilliantly contrasts ;i

\\:urk:rs alongside them. The
Volvo car company does just
fine letting work groups decide

thousands, from suggestions it
got in the suggestion box

of debate.

e soviets in

Aldous Huxley
The best-known description

planet Chiron with a spaceship
full of interlopers from Earth

The story of one, Yos! Bergner,
has just been filmed. Called

pre-wir Melbourne's artistic left,
who have given us permanent
reminders of the life and

n, it recalls the
painting the Town, il recalls fy
of a future tyranny is Gec who arrive to restorc the f\an wealist” school: painters  strugek Ol‘hnud?'_[rﬁnhﬂw
{Workers were paid the princely 10 &it on management bodies Russian soviet - A, . ‘ o life ally was, —df
Hew hei gement bodie Orwell's classic, /984, This capitalist order ho painted life as it reall
OW to organise theirown tasks.  sum of 550 for these.) they are capable enough Lo take The soviets were soon 3 T¥in The Chironians show us the ™% 5
The small bosses are there Even the tiny minority of themover. And theresno good destroyed, as Russia's small mo_m'!"”"g‘h""“”‘" Py A i 3 \\‘fm future. They
mainly to make sure that we do  bosses, like Ralph Sarich, reason why those management working class was itsell 1 RIRERLI O et [{ suggests 2 [ul i“mt:u\l ;w ed money, and
Work. After all, even those make technical breakthroughs bodies should not be destroyed by war and economic ar P tiing. e new c ene
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often recognise the uselessness F MANAGEMENT does i

of supervisors. Union rules ban
them from doing any work
These workplaces are most
“harmonious” when the
supervisors rarely leave their
office. And production goes

u o ol R i - e e le.
not the al the i » stience, many science fiction  the power of examp
vi Wi ac y 5 £ el " 5 o . o
smoothly without them preserve ofasmallelite, Millions  Hrancein 1978 bered o, o1 Mustitbetody? o perersen writers are “technological ~ Yet in the work of these
Bosses contribute little 1o the  of workers are now capable of withmass .

development of industry and
technology. They have Lo hire
engineers, scientists and
designers 1o do their technical
thinking.

Even then, much of the drive

perform one useful role in the
work process, it is in the tasks of
co-ordination, and of taking an
overview of a whole enterprise.
The ability to perform such
tasks, however, is

them, thanks to the higher levels
of education that capitalist
aindustry itselfl has demanded.
Employers like John Siddons
tacitly admit this fact, with their
“worker participation” schemes

than anyone!

There are numerous examples
throughout histary of workers
successfully running industry
without their former hosses,

One of the most striking was

Now he screws up the US

bosses, a society in which all
authority was immediately
responsible to those below it:
was attainable in 1917, how
much maore aftainable, with our
higher standards of education,

RONALD Reagan was a stingy, distant father, according to the just

written autobiog
Rea,

graphy of his adopted son Michael
gan neglected Michael so badly that at age 7, he looked f2 @

schools are profoundly
pessimistic. Well they might be,
too, given the society in which
they are written.

But because science fiction is
based, however

loosely, on

Utopians™. Robert Heinlein, in
his earlier work, is one example
They believe technology has
BIven humanity the tools with
which 1o remedy the ills of
society and advance it towards

pups, guilt-ridden moral
x stereotypes and greed
become curiosities of the
When the Earthlings try to
the Chironians

past
colonise them,
subvert their rank-and-file by

utopians, there is no conception
of how to get to the new society.
Even Hogan's answer seems L0
he to colonise other planets and
start again. Still, 1love it

Paradoxically, for most

for technical innovati day:camp lgader as n substitute fathey | \p leader perfection science fiction untcifs “':& o m,ummumwm o
¢ nnovaton comes  whi & 5 A substitule father figure. The day-cam 3 Shhy opian sci-fi seen Jmp s G
ich invite worker reps to join  When sexually aused him for & year, claims Michel [ A:duicnhdeog::nriu:us:; 15 admirable, [.,‘nﬂﬁm‘fﬁf ol 50CIALIST ACTION e
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KNOW the July 11 Federal
Eleclion is old hat by now.
Butenethingstill rankles. That
is the degree to which the
pemoctals have conned
disillusioned ALP voters, and
even sections of the Left. that
they are "better” than Labor
Numerous protest candidates,
including George Georges in
Queensland and Bill Hartley in
Victoria, directed preferences to
the Democrats ahead of Labor
The Socialist Workers Party
called for a vote for the
Democrals wherever protest
candidates were unavailable
Well, are lhe Democrats
better? Mo, they are not. Even a
brief |00k attheir record and their
platform makes this plain

T THE election, the

Democrats emphasized a
range of policies fo the left of
Labor's — on nuclear di
armament, social wellare,
taxation, ID cards and
conservation.

This marked the end of a long
running internal battle over ho
the Democrats would expand
from their narrow base in the

seclions of
medium-sized business the
middle class, especially after the

irement of Don Chipp

Spindls Ll 5 to
NDP for amalgamation, whi
Senator Morm

anders openly
called for leftwinger lake the
party over’. Others wanled to
expand 10 the right. John
Siddons demanded policies of
economic “sanity’’, while
dissident memb in South
Australia publicly attacked their
“left" leadership before 1he 1985
stale election
Janine Haines' e
resolved this battle, and senators

John Siddons and David Vigor
s00n departed. Butthe baltle had
been far more over emphasis

than principle
This was confirmed by interna
last

stralegy documents |ate
year, which argued that the pa
had to large! disillusioned ALP

volers. So il yed up its
mare progressive social policies
during the election, while we
heard scarcely a peep on its
Industrial platfiorm, which s to
the right of Labor's

It is well known that the
Dempcrats blocked ALP
attempls 1o repeal parts of the
Trade Praclices Act which
outlaw “secondary boycolts
bans by unionists on other
emplayers than their own. This
atlitude has changed little under
Haines. In May. pany industrial

1 May
amendm
Industrial Relati

entirely

NDER the Democrats
industrial policy, workers do
not even necessarily have the
right 1o hold union meetings in
private
Employer reps
appropriate 3
address ur
refurn, union of
similar rights to a
directars’ me
This trade
Bemaocral sup
participation” and profi
The consistent th
rdependent w

or ating

icial

rkers

Vs
tivity deals, which
nolorious record in Britain T
oppose collective bargair
and want a “Fair and Just Wa
Commission” — a beeled-uj
Arbitration Commissior whie
willfix wage relativities Lo p
union leap-frogging tactic
Th emocrats oppose
compulsory unionism. Instead,
they want a "Fee for Service
which unions can levy on non
unienists who enjoy union rates.

‘he Democrats:
Are they better?

their uni
that a non 1
workplace can unde e

OT ONLY on union issues

are the Democrals 1o the
right of Labor
InSouth A

They tried 1o
that badly ir

insurance premiu
ch meaj

extend to the m
Demacrat policy s ful
outslosmall business, w
amended the Tra
1o exclude ar

clas cit
So why bother?
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Missile deal
no big deal

T LAST, after twenty-odd
:m. Am;imn and Russian
arms llt'nlillllﬁ‘ seem fo have

achieved something.

1f all goes well, later this year

the two superpowers will sign &
treaty banming all medium-

range nuelear missiles.

This is something. For
Europeans, especially — the
an targets of these weapons
—it represents a chance to

breathe a little easier.
But only a little

In the first place, the effect of
this treaty may actually be to

increase the number of nuclear
missiles. In order to make up for

lost firepower. the NATO

countries may simply beef up
their other systems more.
submarine and air-hased
missiles, for example.

As one US official admitted,
“Ji may be necessary 1o add
more nuclear missiles than are
removed .. "

Secondly, beyond the
medium-range missiles the
superpowers have vast
stockpiles of short and long-
range missiles that they will still
be free to produce and deploy.

Indeed, in recent years these
have been the arcas of most
feverish development. In the
past five years alone the
Americans have spent 8200
hillion modernizing their arsenal
— Star Wars, the Bl bomber,
MX and Cruise missiles and the
Trident submarine. Within the
himits imposed by their much
weaker economy, the Russians
have managed to keep up.

Given all that, the treaty,
h_appcn: is proposing only very
limited cuts and will hardly have
advanced us at all towards the
great goal of a nuclear-free

world

PRINT STRIKE ]

Cop that,
Copy Cat

A DISPUTE at an instant
printing shop in Brishane has
ihlﬂﬂ_l what solidarity can do,
even in tiny workshops,

When tradesman Jack Cotter
Started work at the Copy Cat
printing shop he was appalled by
the conditions, While boss Dave
Dornan sat in his comfortable
offices, the workers had a
squalid work room softened
%nly h{!"‘;“ decorated with the

ew Right pro nda that
Dornan printed. g

Cotter ignored the con
ventional wisdom that
shops with few tradesmen can't
be unionized because of lack of
confidential opportunitics
confer with union organi:
had no trouble convinci
unskilled workmates to join the
Printing and Kindred Industries
Union

I'he union adwised the Co
Cat employees to bide their time
until it could enforce award
conditions. But after months
without even a kettle or
something to sit down on,
Cotter finally confronted
Dornan. Hc was sacked on the
spot. Despite their lack of
experience of disputation, his six
workmates immediately struck
in protest and they too were
sacked.

The workers mounted a
picket that had wide
repercussions. The Transport
Workers would not cross the
picket with paper supplies, and
the scabs that replaced the
sacked workers were showin,
signs of being won over to the
strike when they too experienced
the working conditions
Workers from other instant
printing shops in the area risked
reprisals by joining the picket
lime

Unfortunately, the union
rushed an unprepared case to
the arbitration court, "We fost
the batile in court before the
fight even siarted”, said Cotter.
“The union apologized 1o us for
the way ihey handied it. They
underestimated how sirong half’
a dozen people could be. We
were ready o fight all the way. "

But the union probably knew
Just what it was doing when it
moved quickly to find the

workers other jobs and end the
' PAGE 2 — SOCIALIST ACTION

US long range missile silo: the arms deal just means more

conflict.

With the sty
are now no guarantee
union’s promise to blacken
Copy Cat until it unionizes and
grants award conditions can be
carried out. And
other small shops?

what about

CONDOM RAID_

AIDS? Go
blow, says Joh

QUEENSLANLY'S ugliest street
gang struck at two univers
on September 1.

Wielding iron crowbhars
police caused $2500 damage
duringaraid on Queensland Uni
toilets, Arriving just before
dawn, they forced doors and
prised condom vending
machines off wall

At Griffith Uni, police arrived
late at night while toilets were
still open, and so damage was
less severe. At James Cook Uni
n Townsville, students foiled a
raid by removing condoms from
their vending machine just
before Health Department
officials arrived, making it legal

Condom vending machines
are illegal in Queensland, as
condoms are classified under
poisons and drugs in the Health
Act. When student unions
defiantly installed them as an
anti-AlDS measure, Cabinet's
response was divided
Eventually, Joh Bjelke Petersen
forced the issue under the
banner of Cabinet solidarity, as
a test of personal allegiance
aimed against Health Minister
Mike Ahern.

Queensland Uni Union
distributed condoms frec of

charge from hoxes after the raig
as a gesture of defiance, By, the
student unions’ main strategy iy

legalistic, calling on ca

npu
interstate to help fund 3 lc’o::
challenge

Such strategies in the past
have cost plenty, achieved little,
and only discouraged alternative
direct action Continugg
defiance back up by mass action
would be a much better idey

ALP WALK-OUT

Right about
the right

LAST issue we ran an item o
the Victorian local governmen|
elections. We reported that in
Brunswick, ALP Socialist Lef
candidates won three out of the
four seats contested, giving the
left a majority in the ALP

We commented that this
victory may be a hollow one, as
the ALP right d

not accept
the macy of the left
7, is not the least hesitant

ing the ALP, and is
for unity on its terms.
We ht!

the elections,

- councillor Graham
Walker resigned from the ALP
ecause did not accept the
caucus decision to support &
Socialist Left mayaral
candidate. ' am fed up with the
party machine that direcls me

how o cast my vore” he
eomplained to the local paper
Of course he never
complained about the party
machine that helped him win his
seat. The real reason is that he
did not accept a majonty
decision he disagreed with
The ALP parades the concept
of caucus solidarity as one o
distinguishing features. In
y. it is a device used by the
liscipline the left
The ALP right wing under
d the Labor premiers
rd ALP palicy holus-
slus. But woe betide any leftic
who defics ¢

can disre

( e Georg oted against
BLF dercgistration and 1he
Australia Card in the Senal

and had to resign from the AL
And when George Petersen in
NSW voted against Unsworth's
cuts to workers
ympensation, he was expelled

vicious

"RALL E

Oppose the big
business Budget!

5 pm, Sydney
wn Hall Square

]
3 !
Thurs Sept 17 %

The ID Card: Why it must

HE AUSTRALIA Card

barely got a mention at
election time. Now it is
Labor’s biggest headache.

A Willesee show phone-in on
the issue got the biggest response
ever 280,000 ealls, of which
#50; were anti-card. A
remarkable array of groups is
opposing the card, from the
Liberals and New Rightist Small
Business Association, through
the Democrats and civil
libertarians, 1o the BLF, the
ALP, several South
unions, un-

Aass rallies are scheduled for
d Melbourne in early

apinion polls show
volers now oppose

wonder that Labor is
commissioning new
opinion polls, and looking at &
$2 million advertising campaign

night, of course, has its
own reasons for opposing the
card. It wants to serap it, along
with the social services it will

slice, in the name of smaller
rnment. It doesn’t like the
) fines that employers will

e for not policing the card. It
doesn't believe the ID system
will cut the deficit by 5500
million a year as Labor claims

me rightwingers make
valid civil liberties points too.
The Private Doctors Association,
for example, notes that the 1D
ystem will be run by the same
Health Insurance Commussion
that flagrantly abused teenage
girls’ medical records to

prosecute Dr lan McGoldrick
over abortions he performed for
them

Labor has tried to silence the
pointing to the card's

wing opponents, but
without success. After all, if

capitalists do not trust their own
statc with such a card, why
should we?

ORE importantly, there
are good working-class
reasons to oppose an 1D system.
An ID card will make it
harder to work under a false
name, so employers will find it
casier to blacklist union
militants, just as they use the
numbers on workers' “cards” in
Britain to do
1D numbers will not cut lax
evasion by the rich. Alan Bond
did not use false names Lo pay no
tax a couple of years ago
Indeed, Labor has given Lax

COVER STORY

handouts to the rich, making
dividends tax-free and cutting
the top rate of income tax from
609 Lo 499,

Nor will ID numbers stop
businesses understating income
to avoid tax, as claimed
Businesses mostly do this by
collusion which involves no
records. Sweden's companies get
around the ID system with
bartering and a huge cash
cconomy.

The ID card will though, hurt
single mothers and other
pensioners who boost their
miserable benefits by not
declaring casual income. It will
stop workers with savings who
do not declare the puny interest
they get. It will crack down on
workers with two jobs who
lower the rising tax bite by using
false names

Such working class tax
evasion is not big. In late 1985,
Paul Keatng’s figures put it at
5110 million at most. But as long
as workers arc ripped off by
capitalism, we are for them
being able 1o pull such fiddles,
even if they are a feeble way of
fighting back.

N IDENTITY card will
supposedly cut down
welfare fraud involving use of
false names.
Again, this is a minor abuse
The Department of Social

Security has found that it
sunts for less than 2% of
overpayments.

The card’s main advocate,
Neal Blewett, also boasts that it
will deter “illegal immigrants by
making it much more difficult
for them to gel a job or claim
benefiis”

Great. lllegal immigrants are
mostly economic refugees from
poor countries Their only real

i
Mock ID card preduced by the small bus

Neal Blewett Big Brother?

crime is to disregard the stupid
each
national ruling class’s patch of
territory. In reality, Blewell is
hoasting that he will drive these
vietims of the system further into
\he hands of shady employers
aperaling right outside the law.

The civil liberties uestion has
had ample attention clsewhere,
so we will make three general

borders that mark out

comments.

Firstly, workers

CiTiZeN dant

Bm_u..e.sas

wmwmseiw““‘”

ness lobby

_vi

have no
intgrest in seeing Lhe messy
bureaucracics of the capitalist
state improve their policing of us

go

by pooling their computer

records, which is
numbers will allow.
Secondly, controls on abuse
of the system will become
meaningless in no time. Just as
Myers onee uscd Special Branch
records ta vet its new employees,
50 the ID system will become
widely abused.

Finally, Labor is creating a
dangerous tool for future, more
repressive governments. South
Africa uses its identity system,
the pass laws, with deadly
ruthlessness.

Little wonder that Liberal
president John Elliott wants only
the poor to get 1D cards. The
pig-who-would-be-PM under-
stands the real purpose of the
exercise, even il some Labor
apologists don't.

what 1D

OW, THEN, can the ID
card be stopped?

Predictably, the right wing of
the emerging movemeni is
saying, “Let's do it legally,
through parliament and the
courts.” But they bluntly admit
that at most they can delay it a
few months.

The left is coming up with
more worthwhile strategies. They
involve civil disobedience style
direct action — boycotting the
cards, mass producing false
ones, and mass disruption of the
registration period (in which
46,000 people must be registered
per day) by means of fill-in-a-
falsie campaigns and the like

Whether this, and the more
usual marches and rallies, are
enough remains to be seen. The
maost deadly weapon against the
card is still a ban by the unions
involved in making and using It

especially the public service
unions en the state of those
unions' leaderships, considerable
agitation will have 1o be done at
the rank-and-file level to get
such a ban put on.

One encouraging note is that
an Australian government ha:
been stopped [rom seLting up &
1D s}'kl(l:rg!e once before. Then
(oo, direct action and mass
defiance was the key. .

The “National Regster of
1939 was boycotted en masse,
with unions lcading a campalgn
against signing up at post
offices. When the registration
period ended, just one-third of
the population had signed the

apers. g
k ﬁilh similar defllnt‘:
Labor's Australia Card can

down loday.
Brought — Ken Stevens
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FTER a 20 year han on
South Korean

workers are festing presi-
er Roh Tae

Woo's new industrial

freedoms. 4

As we go to press, 500 strikes
are still simmering. Police have
arrested 70 people for inciting

Jabour disputes, and America’s

Newsweek magazine 1S

plaintively asking, "Can Sowth

Korea afford democracy”

Everyone is wondering which
way born-again liberal Roh Tae

Woo will jump when school

holidays are over and the run-up

starts to the presidential
elections expected in December.

But while Roh hunts out his
haby-kissing garb, Hyundai
workers have discovered that
their emperor has mo clothes.
Chung Ju Yung, “emperor” of
South Korea's largest
conglomerate, dug his heels in
when his workers formed a new
union in opposition to
Hyundai's existing yellow
unions. He foamed, “/will never
endorse the extremely radical
union . . . even if we are forced
to suspend operations for a
month or more.”

‘When push came to shove,
Chung didn't last half that long.
Forty thousand Hyundai
workers voting with their feet
was enough to pressure the
government Lo infervene to
guarantee workers' demands by
September 1. Chung is one of
the heads of family-owned
conglomerates (chacbol) who
are being forced by the
government to sell off sharcs in
their companics to the public.
Like many, Chung is dragging
his fieet, appointing his brothers
and sons to the top jobs 1o keep
control.

TRIKES have occurred

Yalmost across the board in
basic industry. Car plants, coal
mines, shipyards, electronics.
public transport and fextile
factories have all been out.

The death of Dacwao naval
shipyard worker Lee Suk Kyu
from [ragmenis of a police g-As
grenade on August 22 was a
vexing but powerful rallying
point for the movement.

Lee was among 3000 workers
who marched to a hotel near the
shipyard to take up their
demands in person with
Daewoo president Yun Yang
Sok. So panic-stricken was the
management that among the
injured was a Mr Shimamura, a
Japanese technical adviser who
Wwas hospitalised after leaping
from the third storey hotel
window when strikers burst in

demanding to see Mr Yun

Hundreds of Daewoo

South Korea’s

workers move
into battle

workers later fought with police
after a rally protesting at Lee's
death. The strikers hurled rocks
and firebombs at police, who
blocked their way out of the
shipyard and fired teargas

Until now, South Korea's
workers have had the longest
hours, most dangerous
conditions, and lowest pay rates
in the industrialised world. The
average working week is 54.4
hours, and wages average $1.55
an hour, compared with Japan’s
$9.50 an hour and the USA's
$13.09 an hour.

The current strike wave may
begin to change all that. But
despite Newsweek's fretting, it
still has some distance to go to
seriously threaten South Korean
capitalism,

_ Some firms in the textile
industry are likely to go to the
wall as a result of the
democratization of industrial
relations. But most economic
theorists agree that this will
ultimately strengthen the
sconomy. They argue that
modern working conditions will
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Hyundal strikers rally: thelr “emperor” had no clothes

bolster the Korcan system if
industrial relations continue to
evolvealong the Japenese model
(withou, of course, this being
made explicit to the workers, )

EANWHILE the student

mavement, which touched
off the strike wave with iis
dramatic sireet protests for
democratic reform, has been
undergoing changes and
considerable repression,

It threw up Sodaehyop (The
Association of Seoul Universi-
ties) & couple of months ago
Sodaehyop claims to speak for
most student activists in the
pphically
akin to the now-disbanded
Chamintu (Self Reliant
Delpucrausmion Struggle
Against the US and Fascism),
though distinet from it,

_The Chamintu fused with a
rival radical group, the
Minmintu (National Democratic
?trugg_le Committes  Against

mperialism and Fascism), and
the Minmintu has now been
driven underground

The government
seem to have com
the hard-liners at al
twelve

does g,
g‘l(l;mlku! on

n
tiviss wiere s 2
10 prison terms ranging frop i
months to  seven mr," i1
charges of Wying to ovenh
the government and e\mhllr\
revolutionary people's .w%rr;;\\:l
1o dralt a new constitution

The police Anti-Commu
Ii_uuxm and the Agency [N
National Security Plang, it
actively searching out the .m\
dissidénts on the current lA::l'lujI
lists. At least |7 students have
been arrested sinee rylip,
Democratic Justice I‘mt
chairman Roh Tae Wou's eighi.
p‘-n‘u Alrg‘\‘um:ntm. 0N pack
on June

ruling

on
O

age

lass finds the

Minmintu threatening, [tis any.

US, and demands a constituen
assembly aimed at introducing
more thorough reforms for
oppressed classes, Minmintu's
similarities to the North Korean

Itimate bogey
Ironically, th
bly result from
y censarship, which
North Korea hegemany
the leftwing ideas
into the country

ting

HOUGH vague on their
own political stand,
Sodachyop leaders dismiss
official opposition leaders Kim

as “products of the existing
strucfure” who do not deserve
the presidency.

The two Kims appear (o be
shaping up for their own
showdown over the opposition
candidacy for President. Aides
Kim Dae Jung stated on
August 29 that he must be the
Reunification Democr
Party's candidate, and pi
-president Lee Choog Jaeh
lled for rank and file support
This appears to undermine an
agreement between the two men
to choose a candidate

In the end it will be t
seen s able to come up with the
goods which is really
reunification with N
As one Sodachyop

Unificar has 1o be ihe
ultimate goal, beyond ide
beyond relig
everything. It should |
on a feeling of togethernes’
all order
oks a very long
way off, and many Korean
workers and students see in Roh
Tae Woo only the spectre of the
1981 Kwangju massacre, and the
prospect of military retribution
once the coast is clear of next
year's Olympics

The present strike wave may
be the first chance they have of
setting & whole new agenda.

Chris Rose

one

OQUTH Africa’s white

regime must have
thought they had things just
about under control.
cadership of the
apartheid organisa-
United Democratic
{(UDF), in gaol, the

Front
township revolt crushed, and
huge support for these (and

further) measures expressed in
the whites-only elections, they
may even have become
complacent. They were certainly

planning their next move anall-
out attack on the black trade
unions

Tt was not to be. No sooner
had the township struggle died
he organised black
ass stepped into the
ay, It is now shaking the
system to ils

down th

apartheid
foundations.

Shop workers, food workers
and postal workers have all
taken action. Sixteen thousand
railway workers went out for
union recognition. In late April
they were all sacked and
subjected to the onslaughts of
the security forces. They stayed
out and they won,

Al its congress in August, the
black trade union federation
COSATU, took on the
responsibility to lead the anti-
apartheid forces to lead them
10 liberation and socialism. It
accepted the meed to link
political and shopfloor 1ssues

Most important and
impressive of all has been the
miners’ strike. On August 9, the
Union Miners

INTERNATIONAL

(NUM) called out 200,000 of its
members on an indefinite
stoppage. They were demanding
a 30% wage nse, improved
working conditions, thirty days
paid leave per year and danger
money — which until now has
been only paid to white workers

There has been no equal pay
in South Africa's coal and gold
mines and the wage demand was
an attempt to enforce it. Miners
have to work under outrageously
unsafe conditions. In 1986, 800
miners were killed in pit
collapses and explosions.

Mining is & vital part of the
South African economy — gold
and coal ount for over half
the country’s €Xport earmings
The miners were in a position 1o
hit the system hard

HE STRIKE got off to a

good start when, instead of
200,000 coming oul, some
340,000 miners walked off the
job. This meant that at least
60,000 un-unionised miners
were on strike as well.

The NUM ordered
members to leave the mines
return to their *homelands’ in
order to minimise the prospects
for violence, There was
resistance to this instruction, as
some miners believed that if they
left, they would never be allowed
back.

Violence broke out soon after
the strike began, and steadily
escalated from then on Mi
owners' security personnel
attempted 1o force workers
down the shafts at gunpoint
numerous clashes
d open battles with

There were
with scabs and

The new challenge to apartheid

the security forces

It wasn't long before the
owners started 'dismissing’ the
strikers. As we go 10 press, some
30,000 miners remain ‘sacked'
The owners appealed to the state
to intervene, and the police
made a start by arresting an
entire regional strike commitice
in Klerksdorp.

Naturally enough, this only
strengthened the resolve of the
strikers and was not repeated.
The regime has already found o
its cost that when trade union
leaders are amested, they are
generally replaced with those of
& more radical persuasion.

The strike lasted three weeks
despite all of this and despite an
offer by the employers 10 raise
wages between |5 and 24%

INERS' demands at this

siage ure purely “economic’

— far wages, conditions and 50
forth. They do not take up
political issues of apartheid and
ihe white regime. Yel the strike
was part of the struggle against
and South African

capltalism.

The fluctuation of 8
mmzmzmbrlu:mpuhuulmni
:mnnmm concerns 1§ not
historically unique _hur\:ymg
the 1905 revolution v Russia,
Rosa Luxemburg said that a
mass political movement, once it
has reached its furthest point
preaks up inte & host  of
" ic strikes.
oot and ey fresh
{ the political strugale i

i
werlul
nsformed 1ot @ o
1 or the esonomic
After every

impetus
struggle

M_
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foaming wave of political action
o fruitful deposit remains behind
from which a thousand stalks of
economic struggle shoot forth.”

It can also work the other
Wy

“The workers' condition of
ceaseless economic struggle with
the capitalists keeps thier
fighting energy alive in every
political interval; it forms, so to
speak, the permanent fresh
reservoir of the strength of the
proletarian classes, from which
the political fight ever rengws its
strength”

The backbane of the political
movement in South Africa —the
township revolt — was dealt a
severe repressive blow by the
white state. It is estimated that
fully four fifths of the police
force was sent into the
townships.

But that wasn't the end of the
matter. The courage and
determination of the township
rebels, as well as their tactics,
were an inspiration to the black
unions whe then moved into
battle. 1f they can win it will bea
spur to the movement in the
rownships — and there is much
{hat that movemeni can leam
from the black workers.

What ftook place in the
miners strike was noi the
spontancous, undirected anger
of the townships, It was the
organised, deliberate, and
essentially unbreakable power
of the working class. Its
confidence, organisation and
leadership will filter back into
the political movements.

Together, lhn'I rltkn :‘;:P

ican capitalism
SR - Un’l:-m‘ Lockwood




Lifestyles of the rich and famous . . .
« It's true hard work never killed anybody, but |
figure why take a risk.

That's gralitude

WE WONDER what the

| 42 British print warkers

asm“m""l’m":g;“:ﬂ;n:z ;l M:Cor;;_u:dabla e:
feiretihe rrintery Ihink 85O

;ir;naaﬁmgl;gcmfhrim Thatchers promises of

— Ronald Resgan

* It eliminated parole and reduced the amount of
time off for good behaviour that could be granted

n Kno ty. They were  tothe president. . . ef, a prisoner
inKnock, Ireland.  prosperd : b
Religious souvenir sacked just after having — Ronaid agaZ.,Srg:mvé:,

we gone on been asked to stay
:r;:;‘du:‘n‘nndh%;w;un on..to print the Tory
haur incraase in pay. Of election manifesto!
course you may get a
photo of their placards.

Peace is hell
PEACE is positively
dangerous, according 1o
Business magazine.
Itreportsthat, ‘Top us
missile manulacturers
are nervous. So is Wall
Street. If peace breaks
out across the nago-

= The little lass appealed 1o me because she never

smokes or awears and if anyone tells a smutty
story, she'l| walk out of the room.

— £360,000 a year man Russ Hinza on

the woman he marcfad.

s A Sydney doctor is having nine diamonds
embedded into each buckle of a pair of shoes

Death styles of the rich and famous . . .

» Youdon't have taleave your car to view the body at
a Florida “funeral home”. the bereaved can dri
alongside specially designed windows, view the
body and sign the condolences book, which
conveniently pulls out on a special tray

tialing table, bifions of « And foraround §250a US firm will freeze-dry your  The Wedding
d:_;lauf of bg:ﬂ‘e_ﬁ-‘?_';ﬂ favourite pet — after it is dead, of course Frogmarch

Li ic nuclaar missifes -

wfu'ggwipedau!." Currie: Let ‘em freezel i |F ONLY the band had

But we can't afford a £
wareither—notwiththe  Tasteless Currie
current staff ceilings a8 OH TO be in England
Veterans' Affairs. Health minister Edwina

Maggie's Mailbag

“} BASE so much of my aftitudes on that role model
that is you . . . Be strong, be brave and be happy.
{signed) Evita Bezuidentou!, MP for Laagerfontein,
the only Independent woman of our parliament”

So ended a letter congratulating Margaret
Thatcher on her recent election victory. But it was a
hoax, written by South Africa’s answer to Dame
Edna Everage, anti-apartheld campaigner Pieter-
Dirk Uys. Maggie's hand written reply read: "Thank
you Evita for your message . . . | did appreciate it. It
was vital for the government io be
I‘B!I.:lnéd -. . majority . . . confidence overseas,

Talk aboutl believing your own election
propaganda!

Currie answered doctors’
complaints about the
lack of heating for the
elderly by remarking, !
have no doubt that the
elderly are going lo die
this winter. We are all
going lo die eveniually."
Too bad Rudolph
Hess isn't around to
advise Edwinaonamore
efficient way ofkilling off
the elderly that having
them freeze to death

Flexible policy

TALKING of Rudolph
Hess, did you see that
some of his bereaved
friends™ inserled a
death notice in the

Sydney Morning Harald?

Strange about that
Last year, anti-apartheid
activists tried to place an
In Memoriam” notice
for the victims of the
Soweto uprising on its
tenth anniversary. The
clerk looked dubious
went off to ring upstairs,
and then came back 1o
announce that it "wasn't
policy” for the Herald to
run such notic

Qops, Granny, your
bias is showing

Zero sum game

GORBACHEV is playing
the game superbly. I'm
only sorry he's on their

played Waltzing Maltilda
Volare.. Hava Nagila
A Palestinian bridge-
groom didn't make it to
his honeymoon. lsraeli
police arrested him and
four triends at his
wedding in a West Bank
rafugee camp, when
they caught them
ging Palestinian
nationalist songs.

side, not ours” com-

plained James Schle-
former US
for Defence.

y worry, Jimmy?
h sides are kicking
the same way anyhow.
against us!

Clubbing the jobless

ALTHOUGH the election

is  Each person in the “Club” of

its higher unemployment rate,

They conclude "it is afmaost
incancei that any job
should be a deadend job for the
right person”.

Such schemes simply increase
the pressure on the unemployed,

over, unemployment remains 2 about 10 must follow
politically sensitive issue. The
government, having dropped its
program of job creation
schemes, needs other ways of book, contact frie
appearing 1o do something for generally sell
those with no jobs, i

Two new schemes are on the Evcrything is
Llra_wl_ng board. Job Search to the Laﬁ dftl:i];
training courses are aimed
mainly at young people. They
aresupposed to teach those who
are considered to have “skills
marketable in the current labour
market” how to better compete
for already existing jobs.

Ipe CES will pay a fee for
service (500} for each course 1o
communily groups, CYSS
groups and colleges to run them.
They are clearly aimed at people
who easily fit into the labour
market, and will be of little use
to the long term unemployed.

Job Clubs are based on
programs which have been tried
Ill; Engllund and Canada.
Unemployed people do a
intensive period of looking Io"r le==r
work under close supervision,
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aside for small tal

asking whether they
any jobs.

short period of time.

themselves as
though they were a used car.

Canadian scheme, they start out
making a call to a friend. The
instructions include setting time

getting down to the business of
3 This has proved very
successful” in Canada, Almaost
every participant in a Job Club
has found work within quite a

In the north of England, with

at least 10

job leads a day. As well as the It takes
usual methods, they go through
the yellow pages of the phone

nds, and

ned down
. In the

k, before

know of

the “success™ of Job Clubs is less.

approximately 150

“leads” to find a job there
The Canadian scheme also

teaches members how to keep

and advance in a job. The advice
includes plain grovelling:

* Do a little more than is
expected of you and do it
cheerfully

* Be nice to everybody,

* Be business like and keep out
of controversy

* Volunteer for extra duties.

same

and intensify the blame on them
if they don't find a job, The
number of jobs remains the
The schemes only change
who gets them

Such schemes make the
government |
make the CE
increasing its placement rate.
Everybody's happy — exeept
those who remain unemployed
But then it'll be their own fault,
won't it?

ok go

Anna Wolkenhaar

. They
look good by

Privatisation: The

real issues

(19 E CAN'T let them sell off the

people’s assets!” said an anti-
privatisation demonstrator to me
recently.

An understandable sentiment. Public
bodies like Telecom or Australian Airlines
were established with taxpayers' money
and built by workers. Why should some neh
bludger gei to buy and exploit them?

Yel that is just what Boh Hawke wants, it
seems, Following the example of Margaret
Thatcher, he plans to hand large chunks of
government istry over o private
enferprise at bargain basement prices And

private enterprise, which was too selfish, too
uncoordinated and too inefficient 1o
establish such industries itself, is licking its
lips at the thought of taking over concerns

made viable by the public purse .

But are these really “our" assels anyway
They should be, but so should BHP, for it
was the workers who built BHP too. In
reality, none of these things is really ours,
nol even “public™ enterprise.

Telecom technicians have no say In
management decisions, Commonw calth
tellers don't control investment policy. And
after four years of Bab Huwke's broken
promises, no one n really imagine we
control them through our elected MPs,

While some government bodies represent
reforms which workers' struggles have

forced our rulers to grant, for the most part
they simply provide serv ices ta Lhe hosses or
for the bosses. So when paliticians today
speak of “privatising” industries, they are
nat selling our assels. They are just re-
m‘mpmg- the way the capitalist class
controls the economy

It is still correct 1o Oppose the
privatisation plans, for they are closely
linked to attacks on OUT WagES: working
conditions, and union nghts But to fight
these attacks effectively, We need 1
understand the real role played by I'zlt
capitalist state and its econOMIC AEENCIEs.

HE STATE has Joomed large 0
twentieth century capitalism- The crises
and wars which engulfed the world frurl'n
1914 through to 195 shattered l"!
credibility of “free enterprise nd greatly

a
sweakened the capitalist class tselfl in many

_l.||\:| n had begun carly (& use the \lzi.l'(‘c:;
build its economy. In |h|"V\.Lht of the ;I )
Depression, the United States sét Iup..L.\;lm
public W orks projects and my‘u_ ﬂﬁttrm.«i\
regulate banks. Hitler used the St
siate (o create @ booming €0
economy bascd on mililary \-x;wm;m”“

Meanwhilein Russia hla\m.bullln Rl
rEpressive machinery I(\\:r the mwnx die!
exhausted workers revol lrlni\i:lhl’
Jaunched a five-year plant® indus

country. This plan rapidly intensified the
exploitation of workers and peasants

S0 while western capitalism began Lo use
clements of “socialism” to reshape itself and
meet new challenges, Stalin's Russia
reproduccd the exploitative methods of
capitalism in & new form, with state
bureaucrats replacing the traditional private
capitalists

After World War the trend accelerated,
In Eastern Europe the local bourgeoisie had
been all but wiped out when Germany seized
\heir industries. The national state had to
step in and fill the vacuum. At the samc
time, various third world countries were
{hrowing off the yoke of colanialism, In the
absence of & strong Jocal capitalist class,
(hese countries’ economics Were spurred on
by the state also. New ruling elites cohered
around the state machine, and a varisty of
seacialist” hanners Were unfurled from
China to Vietnam, from Algeria to Egypt
he role af the public
sector grew, From the Swedish “welfare
state” to America with its arms-dominated
cconomy, state planning and expenditure
Underpinned the whole post war baorm:

Even in the west U

p ARED with the rest ol the world,
C‘l:::r;\liu does ot have a large publie
sector. While government spending
4% of gross domestic product
305 in France and 8% in
figure is 8 modest

accounts for
’:-.-tm‘:'he Australian
M:EFW iberal Party m””“‘:!"““u-:::;l:]lu;:'r%
gmeanent, 0 Rty of pul
enterprise. With & backward and di
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explained away as “efrors” and “growing

pains”. Wise planners would simply hand

needed the state Lo provide a range of
‘services and infrastructurc.

g

down from ahove.
Basing its hopes on the power of state
ines was dously attractive 10

s often imagined there was
jist about these, but nothing could be
further from the truth.

‘The idea of a Commonwealth Bank, far
example, was first popularised by King
' Malley, described by one journalist as an
“anti-socialist hot gospeller who made

loans at usurious interest rates”.
Labor Prime Minister Andrew Fisher saw it
‘as an alernaiive to bank nationalisation. To
ensure it wouldn't threaten private
enterprise, he handed contral to Denison
M.ﬂg:ﬁm private Bank of NSW.

The railways, and later Qantas and TAA,
were created by the state because private
industry was unable or unwilling to build
transport systems for its own needs. Here
{@o, the intent was often to head off more
radical proposals rather than to move
toward socialism

EVERTHELESS

Australian left has tra y
public sector growth as a sign of progress
toward a better world.

The ALP left has imagined that a new
society could be introduced gradually,
through government enterprise and
regulation encroaching on the capitalists’
private domain. The Communist Party and
its offshoots have looked to the state-run
economies of Russia or China as models.

The unpleasant realities of squalid
Australian public housing or Russian
concentration camps were either denied, or

FOR PRIVATE JOKES..
SUBSCRIBE TO

Soctaust |
ACTION =

10 issues §5.00
Name

Address

. «aee.. Posteode ... .
08 19 Bax 274, Beunswick 30
wlnwlbhlu&o:immlcslin
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the left for decades, because the growth of
the public sector seemed to be a ceaseless,
worldwide process. The left could pursuade
itsell that the tideof history was on its side

Now the tide has turned. The creation of
very large conglomerations of capital
around the state means that individual
enterprises are artificially protected. Some
become inefficient and sluggish, and begin
to drag down the rest.

To take a simple example, Australian
textiles are protected by government tanffs
Consequently they are an inefficient
industry, and their products are overpriced
What if an Australian firm must buy these
textiles - say Qantas, to make uniforms for
its staff? The extra costs make it just that
much harder to compete with foreign
airlines.

Similar problems afflict the huge state
sectors of Russia and China, and their rulers
are sick of seecing the nation’s
competitivencss dragged down by
inefficient enterprises. So the world's ruling
classes are looking for ways to put more
enterprises under direct competitive
pressures.

Hence the “Gorbachev reforms”. Hence
privatisation and deregulation in the west.

There are limits to this. Gorbachev will
not dismantle the state which is the basis for

his power, and Bob Hawke is using
government money to help reconstruct
Australia’s stecl industry. The recent trends
do not herald the disappearance of the state
from the economic stage. Rather the state is
interventing in new ways, to reshape
capitalism for new challenges,

As the Financial Review editorial puts it,
privatisation means

“noi a tolal dismantling of government
concern for key structural functions but a
restructuring of responsibility The
national supervisory and accountability
funetions need to be more direct, capable and
experi than ever before.™

UCH OF the debate about public
sector versus free market reflects
vested interests, and is pretty shallow.
Rightwing theorists claim the market is
superior, because it rewards hard work and
nitiative, and does away with red tape. The
consumer gets better service and the
economy grows. It's not hard to knock a few
holes in these arguments,
Certainly the lash of competition will

S —
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drive people to produce efficiently and some
achieve y

Zreat
g

rewards, But efficient a
what? and for whom? At 'nn'v;ri
ess stories are the stockmarkey
takeaver specialists, It makes them rich, byt
what use is 1t to ordinary -’mﬂr‘whalu.\'
Robert Holmes a Court takes over BHP?

And while individual enterprises may be
efficient, competition makes them operate
at cross purposes. You need only look at the
pesticide-loaded meat that was shipped ta
North America recently. Someb.
somewhere was responding “efficiently” to
the pressure of competition and cut corners
Now a whole industry is in big trouble, and
if it weren't for the government regulation
they whinge about, it would probably bein
worse,

One of the most dishonest arguments of
the free-marketeers is that they are against
government “monopolies.” In reality
capitalism is a system of monopolies
however you look at it

A tiny minority has a monopaly contro!
of finance, of the means of productior
access o elite schools and of access to key
government functions, and ne amount ol
selling off state assets will change that

Margaret | hatcher has tried to evade this
point — and sugar the pill of privatisation

by selting aside a small percentage of
shares for the workers in prvali
industries. Bob Hawke is thinking of d
the same

But many workers have pressing financial
problems and have to sell their shares
quickly. The myth of a new “popular
capitalism™ under Thatcher was exploded

]

last month by a report that showed while
more Britons own shares now, Lhe vast bulk
are in fewer hands than The rest are
spread “almost as thinly as is possible

HAT OF the public sector? The leftis

generally much less critical here.
Consider a paper produced by the public
service union ACOA last year, which listed
“five good reasons to support a sirong
public sector™.

“Ii provides essemtial serv such as
water, electricity, teleconimunications” says
the paper. But in the United States, these
have all been provided by private companies
for years, and not always less efficiently

The paper goes on to the government
sector “makes the economy more stable”
through its demand for goods and services,
public spending to stimulate the economy
during recessions id its role as
“independent arbitraior and re wulator”. But
government buying and spending have not
prevented a decade and a hall of high
unemployment and inflation

As for the role of “independent
arbitrator™, any aware trade unionist Knows
the government iakes sides when worker
and employer interests clash, You only have
towateh the police attack a picket line to see
whose.

The public sector “provides employmie
and “pravides training”, says the paper. So
does BHP through its recruiting and
training prog . So do the Master
Builders Associ And are we really so
keen 10 sponsor the hiring and traiming
activities of government bodies like ASIO
and the army?

Finally the paper tells us that the public
sector "puis people before profits”. Here 1
really wonder whether the ACOA leaders
are joking. As I write, the public service 15
abolish 3000 jobs, government
ctory workers have been sacked in
a union-busting cxercise, and the NSW
government is pushing ahead with its
environmentally destructive monorail.

Some might respond that the public
sector al least provides better services than
privale enterprise, and sometimes this 15
true. Despite lousy funding, public hospitals
doa better job than private ones in dealing
with serious illness and injury. Telecom,
Australian Airlines and the Commonwealth
Bank are pretty efficient and successful —in
fact, that's why private interests want (o buy

ion

them
Yet other
:  government g
notoriously inefficient and hﬁ:‘;;,a:::

You only need to a

pply fora passpop
to get meaningful information Emnl m:]?
Freedom of Information Awt 1o w:lh y
ponderously the wheels of the ggpi; ;"w
state can turn. i

501t is pointless toargue the mer
sector against the mhug\[J" the 'E.::::Q"."
all capitalism and how it's arranged malvlln:
may not make much difference, A jogs
OECD study put it in a nutshel}
“There is no relationship between public
sector size and ecanomic performance, (and)
little clear evidence of relationships between
either the size or growth of government
expenditure and economic performance or its
deterioration.”

HERE are three pressing reasons to
fight the current privatisation
praposals,

The first is that they go hand in hand with
attacks on wages, working conditions and
umons. Where unions have been able to use
the greater economic stability of
government enterprises 1o protect their
members, transferring these enterprises to
the private sector will make them more
vulnerable. Workers will be told the
company must perform o their jobs will be
at sk,

Alternately, the rhreal of privatisation
will be used to frighten government
employees into making sacrifices or going
quiet about important issues. This threat
can only be removed by stopping the
proposed sell-off

The second is that once the privatised
firms are operating in the free market, they
will not maintain services that aren'l
profitable. Either theyll be cut oul or
charges will rise. In Amenca, de-regulation
of the telephone system led 1o soaring
charges,

The third is that our taxes will go up.
Many of the es likely to besold, such as
Telecom, make profits and contribute o
consolidated revenue. That money will be
lost to the government, and you can guess
who'll end up paying Theoretically, the
same amount of money might be raised by
sensible investment of the cash gained {rom
the sale. In practice, the govemnmenl 18
almost certain (o giv in to pressure (fom big
business to sell its assets off cheap. (Just as
Margaret Thaicher sold off British Telecom
at a third of its market value.)

In the struggle against these immediate
threats, we need to keep the bigger picturein
mind. To solve the economic problems
facing capitalism, we need aliematives "'}:l
point beyond both the free market and the

xisting state structures.
i UnhLln- taking control of the industres
“c“m.n‘--.m\mm"mnmmm--m_\am{
sociely so that production |ndrnxmrdllﬁu||!
planned to meet real human needs. W !\.ﬂ:
workers labour for the gnudufthtm(: ;
and their families, free of the tyranny Mv: f
bass, productivity will skyrocket In 2 :|r
(hat neither the lash of competition "(
bureaucratic regulation could ever nsur s

That will take a revolutionary chinECs
y. As we fight for that t‘hm:’;s of
ate capitalists and the institut 5
be united againsl US:

__ Richard Emerson

M
SociausT ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for soclallsm: the creation of a
classless society in which the ‘economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the ey
Idsclsmns aboul economic and social
ife. Countries like Russia and Ghina are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in comman with real socialism

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience

of Labor in power has shown the bank-

ruplcy of attempts to tinker with the
ting system The

will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary

roadtosocialism Their state (s a weapon

of class rule, and must be smashed

A Mass Workers' Party

‘Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revelution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need 1o
organise too. Today we work 1o build a
stranger revolutionary movemant out of
the struggles being waged on the job an d
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create a mass workers' party o
lead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are Infernationalists. The working
¢lass exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
curvivewithin asingle country. Itmust be
gpread to other countries oritwill fail. For
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures like protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against
others.

Liberation from Oppression

ht for liberation and against the
‘u"uaurﬂenssmn of women, blacks, rmglrarﬂs
and gays All of these forms of op=
pression are used 1o divide the working
class. The fight againsttham is anessan-
tial part of building & united revmutm;
ary movement. They can only b endt
through ending capitalism and building

socialism.

Socialist Action b
' o
& for Socialis! Action. II's no g

'v::t’lzlmg “aboul the world: the pnlnl::
lo change |1 Marxist theory and pr

aganda are only meaningful it lheyursa‘
pu\gde 10 action. In the unions, |so6|fn
Enoverna'nls and wherever ps_nr ?s :m
fighting for 8 DeLter world, sum: ‘swhare
mglrla fhick of (he fight. If thats
you wanl (& be, Join us tloday

SOCIALIST ACTION— P
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L (%A
HEY'VE occupied
offices, sat in front of
trams, picketed beauty
contests

and appeared in the

media more times than you

count.
The struggles of PENI
(People for Equality Not
Institutionalisation) have drawn
a lot of attention lo 1ssues
concerning people with
disabilities. PENT has take
sheltered workshops paying 540
or less a week for work in
atrocipus conditions, institutions
shutting people off from the
outside world to live a
regimented life, lack of access to
transport and other facilities,
and a general attitude from
cociety that people with
disahilities are “not like us”.
“PENI'sabout the first sirong
example of disability rights
people being involved in a full-
on struggle with the administra-
tion and the system, certainly in
Australia,” according to
member Mark Manchee, “We
knew the issues were there —it's
just no-one had the puts to
follow them through, and finally
someonc said “Let's fight" "

PENI began two years ago
with a two-week picket of a
sheltered workshop run by the
Royal Victorian Institute for the
Blind (RVIB)

“The pay was really low, the
conditions in the factory were
really poor it was a fire

hazard — the administration |d

were being quite oppressive
towards the people working in
the place, and also we wanted a
public enquiry nto how the
RVIB's school at Burwood was
beingrun,” says Mark Manchee,
There had been reports of
maltreatment, sexual harass-
ment, and interference by staffin
pupils’ friendships at the school
The picketers were also
concerned about the advertising
used by the RVIB.
The “Blind Workers Union™
already existed in the factory,
but it was worse than uscless.
Anybody that joined the picket
line was expelled from this
“union”. PENI was formed as a
human rights, anti-institutional
organisation”, says Mark, 1o
carry on the fight when
BWFJ wouldn't. i 0y
With & one day picket of 90
people in November, which saw
SiX arrests, this fist PENI
sampaign won CPlincreases fo
the RVIB workers, as well as an:
enguiry into the RVIB which
found in PENI's favour,

SUBSK
Action
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This PENI is
for more than
small change

Disability rights pickelers: “We re people tool”

TITUTIONS for people
with disabilities grew up along
with the industrial revolution
last century

They provided an opportunity
for the wealthy 10 do “good
works” for the “less fortunate™
— and at the same time gain
source of cheap labour. It was
supposed to be a great act of
generosity Lo provide work for
these people, even if you did
make a profit from it

While other

workers  have
managed to better their
conditions since last century,
this “doing them a favour”
mentality has largely prevented
their gains being passed on to
those in sheltered workshops.
Al the same time, the daily life
of p«l:up]_L‘ with disabilities in
institutions has bred a
dependence that has left them
ill-equipped to fight for
themselves
" As their name indicates, this
institutionalisation™ is PENIs
biggest hate. Their message is
that people with disabilities are

Just that — ordinary people who
happen Lo have a disability

“Integration is one of our
major platforms™ says Mark
“We believe that ple should
be: deinstitutionalised as far as
possible. Though it may never
be achievable ultimately, I think
that 957%; or so of these people
could be integrated into the
community via the usc of
resources and funding through
the government *

So PENI seeks an cnd to
separale schools and workplaces
for people with disabilities, and
legislation to outlaw discrimi-
nalion against them

DVERTISING used hy

1 etc)used to
describe people with disabilities,
also concern PE!
Both reinforce the stereotypes
:\b0u_| people with disabilities
rna__kn:g antégration harder
. We are people with
isabilities, not entitics whose
identity is being disabled, not

‘deafs" or ‘*blinds'
around,” says Mark
‘ PENI members were
ast year when they el
Spastic Society's ‘1|:;¥Sk:;l‘t?(;hn
Quest for “using people Wn‘a
beautiful bodies to rajse mul““
for peaple who have o-ua]il?j
‘ugly' hodies™. It was 1 priga
example of how 1|miu:1mn:‘
adverlising promotes Stereg-
types, in this case sexual ongs gg
well E
“What PENI's all abon 15
making sure people become
educated,” says Mark, “Protests
are going Lo educate ptm;\e
because they're going to get ap
the media.” PENI offers the
fairly spectacular show
C rce and strength” with i
protests, and “once they've
||\.m..-d the action they'll listen 1o
we're saying, basically

e it's novel to them.”

: owledges the
itations of this approach. |
n't know how long it's going
last, b se sooner or later
t be a phenomenon
0 be taken any notice

Walking

arresteq

Mark al very real
impediments to integration, in
particular the pressure on
governments to cut spending,
that even the best program of

fuca 1 can't remove. A
in the system is needed to

sees

NE of PENI's strengths is
this growing realisation
that struggling on disahility
issues alone is not enough.
“PENI's trying now to
broaden its horizons into issues
like the Aboriginal Rights

Solidarity campaign, women's
rights

unionism, anti-nuclear

and environment movemcnts

It's not just a matter of fighting

ause all the 1ssues

E nked into the same system,”
says Mark

So PENI members have been

attending meetings on these

to demos and

g pick
The next step is activity aimed
specifically at getting rid of the
system itself. Several PENI
members are now starting 10
take that step, attending
meetings of Socialist Actionand
other socialist groups.

According to Mark, people
with disabilities *have got a very
poor public im an image
of not being able to do anything
for ourselves, an image of not
being able to cope, of having
help all the time”™,

PENI has done a lot to dispel
that image. We can only hope
the solidarity that PENI has
shown to other groups IS
reciprocated as (hey continue
their struggle.

Robert Stainsby

“B LACK people are
being arrested, tried
and executed in one night.
Being arrested can be a death
sentence!”

Those angry came
from Rose Wangancen of the
Committee to Defend Black
Rights at a public
Brisbane on Aug
were cchoed the v
several hundred demonstrators
chanting “No more hangings!
marched on the Brishane CIB.

On average, one !
has been reported d:
or prison custody
fortnight this year. More than
half of the deaths havc been in
Queensland.

Now, it seems not even the
belated announcement of a
Rayal Commission can stem the
anger that blacks rightly feel

waords

about the continual deaths al
police hands
The Brisbane marchers

wanted to confront the Police
Commissioner himself about the
constant ha sment and
bashings of blacks. Speakers at
the rally beforchand said that it
was now “pay k ", The
day before, occupiers had taken
over the Department ol
Aboriginal Affairs office to
demand funding for after-hours
Aboriginal legal service
workers

On Monday 31 August, the
Rosalie dance cases began to be
heard. Early this year, large
numbers of police invaded an
orderly black social at Rosalie
with guns, batons and dogs
Close Lo 70 people were arrested,
many being subsequently
charged with offences of the
“Bringing your head into violent
contact with a policeman’s boot”
variety.

Much of the demonstrators’
anger came from repeat

ke 1

performance on August 22,
when eleven carloads of police
bashed people clearing up aftera
2Ist birthday party at the
Annerley RSL Hall

The police were obviously
feeling on the defensive after
that incident. About 150 officers
stood by tamely as the marchers
chanted and sat in the road. At
the meeting with the police we
were told, for what it's worth,
that there will be no more
harassment of blacks at social
functions.

OLICE violence against
blacks has been around for
long time.

The Committee to Defend
Black Rights (CDBR) s
focussing attention on recent
deaths, But Rose Wanganeen
says, "' People have been coming
to 15 about deaths they know of
in the fifties and sixties."

The coming Royal Com-
mission is unlikely to change
things much. Helen Boyle of the
CDBR says, “The Ausiralian
governmenl wanis o wash ifs
an quickly of the
al blood that has been
a result of the colonial

hands
4 borigi
she
systemn that il adminisiers.

The Commission is odd in its
constitution in being a joint
Federal/State one. 1t will only
cover the period from January
1980 1o July 1988, d\lrmg\\ln"h
there have been 43 reported
deaths in custody to date, and
has a time limut of ten months,

(Helen Boyle believes the true
figure 15 78 deaths.) :

It hqmlvunﬂearuht[}!\‘run)
of the Commission 5 ré-
commendations OVET that ten
months will be |mplrmtnlcd
whether coronial inguiries will
be held instates IukeQucemlnmlj
where they are not mgnpulsor),
or whether cases will be re-
Rose Wanganeen

opened.

Black anger rises over deaths

reminded the Brsbane public
meeting of the notorious case of
John Pat, who “was brurally
beaten to death four years ago in
WA, and the five police involved
were acquitted” by an all-white
ury.

Bob Hawke's main response
so far has been that he “doesn’t
wani ii 1o be an unnecessarily
expensive exercise”. The recent
Royal Commission into the
Azana Chamberlain case cost
£26 million, so it will be
interesting to sec how much
Hawke thinks should be
allocated to investigating 45
black deaths
if, as seems unlikely
funds are made available for
proper consultation with
communitics and relatives and
the terms of reference arc

roadened, asthe CDBR wants,
1o include “what led up 1o the
deaths in custody, the brutality,

\ar happens before a person i
isoned”, the Commission
may well turn out to be the
whitewash that many' blacks
fear ;
Other Royal Commissions
have a history of their findings
being Ignmrd. A notable

% |c was the National Hotel
ssion into police
corruption and involvement 1
gambling and prostiiution.

A!\IT‘-\I(r!\'ER‘u against
Cpuliu brutality and
building up @

will noi be
Royal Com-

harassment 8ré
momentum  that
broken bY the
i yWa

rn:w;u be a National Day

of Action on Seplember 28, the
ersary of John pat's death.

Jast gentuny:

Charles Perkins spoke after

___——*—_f
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the Brishane march of the need
for changes in race relations
before Expo 88 in Brisbane. He
was expressing the black
movement's power to hit back at
the economic showpiece of the
Queensland government, which
has fostered racismas part of the
process of appropriating black
land and selling it off to whites.
But it is not just Queensland
racism that black anger 1s aimed
at. During next year's
Bicentenary, the issue of racial
oppression  will he posed
throughout Australia by an
increasingly militant black
population. We are just seeing
the first rumblings at the
moment in Gundiwindi, in
Brewarrina and in Brisbane.
Thered om the land rights flag
symbolises 200 years of
Abariginal blood that has sunk
into the soil
Black demands next year for
self-determination will be
backed by every serious
socialist. The key initial
demands are for genuine land
rights, compensation, more
adeguate services, and initiatives
to combat institutionalised
racism.
HWorkers sickened by the
continuing deaths of Aborigines
i custody can help in hitting
back by taking up these issues
their unions.
The power is there o
off the murderous grip 0! ":‘;‘
fon, if we want 1o use it
appresion: 10 o Ferie

v s GaT UTE
Ton FATE AR
FWRDER
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Defend Moses
Mayekiso

branch of Socialist

jon has been active in the Free

:!d:su Mayekiso Commillee,

which Is part of & worldwide

campal n fo free the jalled black
South n union leader.

oppol of apartheld

South African Alrways

on August 22 In support of

Mayekiso, who is facing @&

possible death penalty on

charges arising out of the

Alexandra fownship rebellion In

1

!liy-ﬁw'i trial has now been

ned fill late September,

and another pickel is scheduled

for the Town Hall steps at 10 am
on Saturday 12 Seplember.

SEQEB film

AT QUEENSLAND University
Soelalist Action, along with the
student un the
Democratic Rights Activists
Club, Is holding the Brisbane

ere of Tom Zubricki's film
on the SEQEB strike, Friends Or
Enemles.

Those locking for serious
soclialist analysis may be
disappointed. But there is plenty
of good footage.

Frignds Or Enemies will screen
al the Schonell Theatre al
7.30 pm on Thursday 24
Seplember. There will be wine
and coliee afterwards, and a
discussion with Tom Zubricki,
George Georges and SEQEB
striker Bernle Neville.

Day School

CANBERRA branch of Socialist
Aclion will be holding a Day
School on Sunday October & al
Dickson Community Centre.

Talks will give a good all-round
Introduction to Socialist Action’s
politics, and there will be plenty
of epportunity for discussion. Al
readers in the Canberra area are
welcome — for further detalls
phone 31 3728 (ah).

New Pamphilet

SOCIALIST Action has a new
pamphlel out on the epic
Victorian nurses' sirike of last
W:L
he pamphlel Is entitied
Dedication Doesn't Pay the Rent,
&nd In it Liz Ross examines the
growing militancy of nurses and
the experiences of the strike.
Cost ls §150 ($2 posted) .
Alsorecently outby Liz Ross s
Industrial Democracy Or
Workers' Conlrol, a pamphlet
examining receni ‘worker
participation” schemes and why
soclalist reject them. in the light
of recent allempted mas
sackings al Melbourn

INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

BLF rally over Cum

LEADING Melbourne BLF
organiser John Cummins has
spent two weeks in gaol on
contempt of court charges,
and faces the prospect of
mare.

His crime? Doing his job by
visiting members on building
sites.

Twao big construction firms
Lewis and Costain, got a court
writ banning him from their
sites. This writ was never
actually served on Cummins
and he was tried in his absence

Faced with the option of
going underground, and so still
being unable to carry out his
duties as an organiser, Cummins
gave himself up to polce at
Riverside Quay, a Costain site,
in front of a rally of 500 BLF
members and supporters.

The BLF has been a thorn in
the side of Costain and Lewis
for ages. Last year, Costain’s
victimisation of militants led to
Crane occupations on two sites,
followed by pickets for most of
the year. In this year's wage
campaign, workers at Costain
and Lewis sites preferred to
follow the BLF's lead and take
industrial action, rather than
rely on the BWIU and
arbitration

So the employers want to gel
rid of Cummins.
deregistration has failed to kill
the BLF, they are now irying (o
lop off one of its main leaders.

Cummins has received formal
support from the state ALP

Government Aircraft Fnctur,: conference and Trades Hall
once held up ss & model of such | Council, who called for
m‘i‘:" timely reading. | immediate action, What form

© posled). that might take is yet to be seen
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Employers jail
BLF organiser

including the nurses,
preservers, public servants and
confectioners, have participated

occupation by 20 women
Lewis’ city office. This publicity

media virtually blacked out the

Cummins was freed on bail till
later this month, a march went
around Melbourne pulling
building workers of all trades off

Tomany unionists, “Cummo”
represents the best of the BLF
—militancy, readiness to stand
up to attacks from all quarters,
and a determination to win in
struggle rather than do shonky
deals with bosses

GAF bosses’

NOT ONLY are wage cuts in
our interest — it seems that

¥ 50 Defence Minister Kim
Beazley would have us believe.
“I's for your own good, " he told
negoliators for 2000 workers at
the Government Aircraft
Factory (GAF) in Port
Melbourne, who were hit with
514 sackings last month.

Beazley's new management at

GAF that their own gaod woylg
be served by BIVIng the Jobs
back. Within minutes of Eeltin
the notices, the nnrkclﬁ“trtuu%
onstrike. They stayed out for |4
days, until the bosses agreed 1o
reinstate everyone and negoiiate
about redundancies

T'he workers got no war
of what w

0 ning
5 coming. While the
shop committee was Wondering
why management was late for a
meeting to discuss future plang
the bosses were handing gut
dismissal slips with one hour's
grace. “Pack up your things and
gel oul now,” was the
instruction,

Labor's May economic
statement slated GAF, renamed
Aerospace Technologies of
Australia (ATA), for privatisa-
tion. According to Beazley
ATA — now totally gu\':rrnmcit
owned but with plans to sell off
30% of 1ts
fo operate

res — was “sef up
m market lines”,
A new managemenl was
brought in at the end of July, a
mar ment report com-
missioned, and on August 14the
axe fell. Fully 90% of the shop
stewards and other militants
were among those sacked.

Workers on the picket lines
said that the sackings did not
ever e management sense
Sections which were already
understaffed and unable to mezt
orders were being pruned
further. Since much of GAF
already uses the world's most
modern equipment, the motive
could not be to introduce new
technology either

GAF, along with Williams-
town Naval Dockyard where
workers were similarly attacked
in 1986, was once meant to be a
model of “industrial democracy”
This trendy notion of workers
and employers getfing together
in their common interest is now
a bad joke at GAF

A shop steward commented
that for workers, the real issue
was their rights. “When you've
goi that, you can start talking

abouwt indu demeocracy of
anything else,” But his members
had a long way to go Lo get their
rights first

The Naval Dockyards and the
Ordinance Factory went out for
a day in sympathy, and the
wharves, nearby factories and
other government workers
backed the strikers financially

Now the task is to maintain
the initial victory. Management
is bound to keep the pressure on

When | went down to the
picket linc on the last day and
congratulated them on winning
one of the picketers replied,
"Don't ever be afraid of going
oul for workers' rights. But if we
don't consolidate on this
backdown, you'll be next.”

Liz Ross

When Chile’s bosses went on

strike

N OCTOBER 1972, Chile
was paralysed by a great

strike movement. The shops
were closed, factories were

idle, transport d d not run.
One thing was unusual about
{his, It was Chile’s hosses wh
were on strike the shop and
fagtory owners, not the workers;

drivers

the lorry owners

It was
farces
Popular Unity
salvador Aller
years belore
not only on the
its policies but o
strength and conf
warking class 1

hi-wing
PO

But | from cowing the

WL POWET

a real socia

Closed e no f
and the workers’ first task wis 10
prevent themselves stary
Angry crowds [c
shops Lo stay oper
cases, workers simply br 1
and opened the shop
themselves. Fair prices were sel
and  ratic was  imposed
where necessary

In the factories, the bosses

offers to pay we
duration of the

ficreely rejected. Manag
would not man we
removed the kers ook
aver, el committees Lo cc

ordinate produc

bank accounts we ozen and
the factories h no cash
workers aird i trade for
raw mater parts to
keep operations g
A worker in a i

packing plant described it this
way

“The hosses aren'l go

 with real joy

Teams of workers seized
whatever trucks they could find
and delivered food and other
essentials to the shops and
materials 1o the factories.
Defence squads protected shops.
workplaces and neighbourhoods
from sabotage and violence by

gangs of right

wing thugs

When the doctors joined the
and

strike, medical students

the

se-down were

ion. Where the

/

Taking over. Chilean workers meet to run their factory during the 1972 crisis

hospital workers set up healtt
clinics, often in the

2rVices
the qual
was better
usually provided

LL THIS activity needed to

be eo-ordinated, and it was

the workers themselves who
took up this task

Government price-y

mmittees (JAPs) had beel

up so
suddenl r
allsorts 1sts, Housewives
ommillees, squatters’ and
tenants’ unions, student groups
gathered t her around the
TAPs arguing. experimenting

and making decisions,
In the factories more and
15 fell o the

more decisu

workers' committees — not just
how to maintain production but
what to produce, how much to
sell it for, whether the boss
.\Imuhi be allowed to return at
the end of the strike

In the course of the month
1l commitiees
her, uni
adies called
es. These

long crisis the le

began 10 come LG
in district-wide
carde

comandos OF j
hodies took on 1he
{u\_l‘llwlm\ul!' activities that went
beyond the individual factory of
neighbourhood

A woman achiy
how her slum’s

ask of c

ivist described
comando

worked e
We hold generd c o
the smallst quesiions e
There are/ronts [commitiee
Catjon, printing a

ducal Kig
: d health, delen

——

had defeated the strike, not the

“1f we had not been prepared, if

c y
were there for the iwenty-seven

HE STRENGTH of this
movement, the loyalty it
inspired, and the numbers who
day.

RAGICALLY, while many

saw the need to arm the mselves,

T




AST MONTH this
wa“ "‘uzd that
Dbosses, a5 8 class, were

Wﬂfk“‘;wbe much betterif
workers ran it themselves, and
could clect (and recall) their

But what about outside the
jace? There are plenty of
political leaders, not to mention
Judges, generals and bureaucrats,
equally prepared to boss us
around. 4
From wWarmongers like
Ronald Reagan and Margaret
down to local “public
" of the ilk of Jah Bjelke
Petersen and Bruce Ruxton,
they are a pretty unappetising
lor. So arc their pseudo-left
alternatives, from sell-outs like
Bob Hawke and Sumon Creanto
mass murderers like Pol Pot.

Little wonder that there is
widespread cynicism about
Jeaders of every description.

You hear it even in pop songs
nowadays, starting with The
Whao's bitter Won't Ger Fooled
Again and Bob Dylan’s cryptic
warning, “Don't follow leaders,
wateh the parking meiers.”

A vocal anarchist section of
the Left has long opposed
having any leaders, or even a
political party that might throw
leaders up.

UT THERE is ane sort of
leader that is crucial to the
working elass movement.

I'll never forget a strike in a
municipal depot of about 70
waorkers that I onee reported for
a now-defunct leftwing
newspaper. Leading the strike
_waiagarbo whom | interviewed
in a pub.

After I'd turned off my tape
recorder, he grinned and saiud,
“Youknow, there's only three of
ws that T'd call the militants. The
rest of them call us the commos.
But whenever there’s any
trouble. guess who they come
running to for advice.”

At every umion meeling, in
every works n, there are a
few such militants who
understand that there is a class
war, that bosses will concede just
@ much as the workers are
prepared to fight for.

Sometimes, like our garbo,
they are elected shop steward
often by default. Sometimes
they are quite isolated until their
advicesuddenly makes senscina
crisis, _Their day-to-day
leadership in a million flarcups
over safety, over teabreak times,
or whatever, s more 1o
defend workers' living standards
than all the ACTU documents
wts( pl‘l‘hﬁshehg.

uch militants often hav
quitea leftwing outlook alr::\ady!,
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“Don't follow

watch
meters”

themselves, with all of 50 or 100
members, to be “the revolution
ary vanguard” or to be “building
the party from the top down”.

leaders,
parking

Our garbo, for example, was in
the Socialist Left of the ALP.
The ambition of Marxists is to
unite these real shopfloor
leaders of the working class into
a revolutionary party
with activists fighting a similar
fight on the campuses, in
communities, and amongst

al

pa_n_" 15 a recognilion of two
things. Firstly, that there is a
vanguard of the working class

scattered militants and activists
we have mentioned who already

ARXISTS sometimes call Teddis
ead it in a fragmented way from

this strategy “building a

Secondly, that unite
misunderstood as implying an  Parly with a r'r:\-rﬂulmu:iir\ml::;.i\d
When 1 first joined a socialist
group, an anarchist acquaintance
came up and sneered, “How's
the vanguard of the working
elass today?" (He's now a union
bureaucrat, by the way.)

Some deluded leftwing
grouplets foster this misunder-
standing. They declare

roots throughout society

could have an impact not just in
their own small arenas, but on
the cansciousness of the entire
working elass. A total impa

individual parts at present

So while the ALP' |
LP's left once
dreamed of capturing 50.1% of

the vote for socialism at the
election, revolutionaries har:-:.xl
'T““h more patient prm;hﬁ
Our aim 15 to organise lrh
militant minority of onqht
ground workingclass leaders an;
potential leaders into a Iigl\.tin
campaigning party first i

OULDN'T such a party
then tend to throw up its
own leaders, as our a it
" s narch;
friends fear? .
Of course it would, And we
would welcome the fact. Leader
like Lenin, Trotsky, I{oxz
Luxemburg, James i’.'nnnnil\
have made enormous con.
tributions 1o socialist ideas angd
struggle

Even our local anarchists
have had their leaders, after all

peaple like Wendy Bacon,
now a prominent journalist, and
Brisbanc’s Bnan Laver. The
point is neither 10 make a cult of
leaders, nor, like the an,

to submit them to democratic
ol so that they cann
) sway of personality or
clique following. We are for a
party that elects its leaders, tests
out their ideas in practice, and

lows them to be fully and
y challenged

So, unlike many stalinised
Communist parties, we also fully
support the right of minorities to

form factions.

Democratic rules alone
., are not enough. The
ally democratic,
llowing its left to publish
wn newspapers. But because
for reform to be handed
1 few MPs, the bulk of
the party 15 hopelessly inactive
except at election time. The MPs
can do what they like.

That is why the best guarantee
against bureaucratic leaders is
having an active membership
that is fully invelved in
grassroots struggle

1t is also no accident that
dictatorial “leftwing” leaders
like Castro, Pol Pot and Mao

me to power with a passive
working class, basing themselves
instead on guerilla armies raised
among the more ba kward
peasantry. Stalin  only took
power in Russia after the
working class had been
decimated by civil war and
invasion

That is why a [ighting
working class must be at the
centre of our politics,

After all, the bureaucrats who
lead our unions always get their
most torrid time from workers
who are on strike. Workers who
are fighting the boss hy day will
hardly stand for beingled by the
nose hy party bureaucrats al
night either.

 A—
/’——*\

Working hard for the mone

BROTHEL keepers have had
a good press lately.

We've had self-indulgent
reminiscences from the m dar!1
at Sydney's “Touch Of (]-_ O
and a MoviE hased on a British
madam’s  S1OTY. Brothels, 1l
seems, are just good, clean, dirty

fun.

Lizzic Borden's rcw mavie
Waorking Grirls disa es. 1 Lzkes
the pwsmmv'\ point of view,
following Molly {Louise Smith)
through a day in a Manhattan
brothel. Inspired by the
argument of prostitutes’ unions
that prostituies arc workers 100,
Working Girls is a sensitive and
witly attack on their
exploitation

Molly's day begins like any
other worker's rm clock
breakfast, and the dash towork.
Only when we meet her
workmates do we realisc what
she docs

Working Girls immediately
dispels the rightwing notion of
prostituies as Fallen Women.
Molly has two
saving to buy a boutique,
Mary wants to send her boy to a
private school. Even Dawn the
onc “brazen hussy” amongst
them, is doing a coll
All have their dignity, vet all are
eminently believable as
prostitutes

So why do they do it? As a
recent Victorian inguiry found
prostitution is not justa way out
for drug addicts and the poor,
but, paradoxically, a way up for
women who have few other
career paths open to them in a
sexist society. As Mary says, “/
just thought this
than (yping.”

Lucy, the avaricious madam,
is out shopping, so the women
start work without her. They sel
their own limits. Dawn won't
comply with one client's
demands, and when hc turns
snaky, they collectively see him
out. Together, they hddle the

books to reduce Lucy's 50%
take
So much for another myth,

that of prostitules as mere
vietims. (A myth common on
the left; even last month, read a
leftwing newspaper which put
prostitution on a par with rape.)
Street prostitutes, working
alone, are vulnerable to violent
clients, pimps, police, disease
and the drug trade. But in
Western countrics, only a
minority work the streets (just
505 in Melbourne, for example)
brothels g Girls
different

JThelluhi still oppressive, But,
Working Girls argues, in much
the same way as many other
“women's jobs”.

Molly is able to disconnect
_herst!.[ from the physical
indignities. She takes a wry view
of the men, and a business-like
aporoach to nudity. This ability
to disconnect emotionally is
necessary for her to survive in
the job. A friend of mine who
worked in a massage parlour
could not master it; she quit after
a month because she could not
bear to touch her boyfriend after
touching her clients.

What makes the job
oppressive for Mally is having to
humour the men who are pigs
Like a reccptionist or air hostess,
she must remain doe-eyed and
sweet no matter how tired she is
and how crass they arc.

The beauty of Working Girls
is that Borden conveys this
without making it an anti-male
tirade. The “johns” (clients) have
standard male hang-ups, and
Borden scems o a with
Gloria Steinem: sex roles
imprison them too, the only
difference is that their cells have
wall-to-wall carpets

We meet Neil, wha is too shy
and insecure to play the male
aggressor in_the real waorld.
Molly is his escape from
inadequacy. We meet Bongo,
wha often sees every woman in
the place but never comes. The
brothel is his way of coping with
the incompatible male roles of
stud and loyal husband. Some
johns brag totry and impress the
women with their wealth. Others
plead with Molly to see them on
the outside they want their
pliant fantasy woman to replace
v not just to coexist with it

rea
But Borden stays with the
women. Because Lucy, the
ghastly ‘madam (and the spark of
the whole movie), is the cause of
most of their problems.
human cash register,
L reacle. Smarmy (o the
clients, her greeting of “Hi,
whai's new and differe
makes “Have a nice day *sound
positively sincere. Manmpulative
to her workers, she snaps her
fingers like castanels at Dawn
and browbeals Molly into &
double shift. Before she turns
up, the women negotiale with
the johns as equals. After¥ ards,
she peddles themas merchandise.
After her long day, Molly
works out the profit Lucy has
made from her “ Have you ever
heard of surphes \um('_ sh‘:
out in disgust.
ks, and walks n Doge

y

A Warking Glris day (clockwise from lop left): Gina works on her
forehand, Dawn takes five, Molly tzzes up, Dawn tells the boss

relief, but we suspect she will b
back

This is a complex and subtie
movie. It suggests what is really

wrong with prostitution, but
above all defends prostitutes.
That is as it should be, for until
we remove the social causes af
prostitution, altacks on it often
feed imo attacks on 1S
practiloners

In all aspects senpt, ACHNE,
direction and politics
Working Girls is an .mmlwr:{b\c
izzic Borden's first
sneerata

advance 0 e
rude anti-ma

film. a
tf:;::uc:.w. erica entitled
Born fn F

Working Girls works 1t

be seen.
deserves 10 " Alec Kahn

TELEVISION w

Callan’s
callous world

ed bones of Callan

il
THE "”—:‘;.ums Qur SCTeens

areavileand dangerous pimple.
The human and moral
meatgrinder of Caflan suggests
why Whitchall is trying to
Suppress {he memoirs of ex-MIS
agent Peter Wright. Itis not the
“national interest” that m|gl§t.bc
exposed, but the role of British
spooks in preserving &
iundnmnlllh undemoeratic
society.
In Callan's Cold War field of
. i S P
espionage, innocent Britons
l.n?ow oo much are !llllled or
“hersuaded” to keep quiel.
Callan, unlike hhcsl\n’lus huoss
Hunter and arrogant sidekick
(Cross, has some human touches.
He genuinely abhors sold-
blooded Killings and even fallsin
Jove with an upper-class female
victim he must SHEn®
lls \he trigger when it comes 10
ﬂ'.'g political ‘test, and he treats
the petty criminal Lonely s just
atoolof the irade, thoughrather
e roughl d
TN’L"nllm is an anti-hero.
not been

more. i

nn;ﬂu‘bm‘.“dm|um]s~|dlehllln: apents, there are N0 I;W:::
- irts [ R, i any O

and mmlsl:e;:\.mz.l fan  winners AMOTE Sy work

:onlth:'r:::! far from being overt ruling €

I nni\h i;‘“um Kops, the for. __ Phil Shannart

clownish "nm(ln.»ssm.'lel]

secret police & N—PAGE 1S
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ARDON a tortured

meup'hnr. But when the

a gets into a flap, it

mearl: the chickens aré
coming home 1o roost.

Sa it i& with the Glifton Hill and
Hungerford massacres The
usual non-solutions to erime
have been aired, while the
underlying social causes are
ignored

|nevitably, we've had calls to
bring back hanging. Just why
this would have prevented either
massacre, no-one has yel
explained

Anyone who goes on 2
shooting spree probably has a
death wish themselves, since
most mass killers are shot by
police. Indeed Michael Ryan, the
Hungerford killer, saved police
the trouble by shooting himself
So hanging will hardly deter
them
Mor is there evidence that
hanging deters more common
eriminals. Pseuda-socialist
China execules thousands of
them, yet crime is rising there
1oo. Social conditions are the
key, not the severity of the
penalt
Some studies even suggest
that hanging may produce more
murders. Atter all, if you commit
a crime that will earn you the
death penalty, your best bet is o
kill witnesses too.

There is the prablem, 1oo, of
which class administers the
death penalty and 1o what end
Delbert Tibbs, a US negro who
spent three years on Death Row
for a murder for which he was
framed, put it in a nutshell

1l youhave the dealh penalty you
cannol help but use i1
Ry beesile ludges 2
capric d often liogical and
highly pr BJu:l ced. They cannat be
trusted with such an ultimate
sanction

ORE liberal circles reject
hanging. Some prefer gun
control. Vietoria Is already
tightening gun laws In the wake
of Clifton Hil
Yet everyone admits that
Michael Ryan at Hungerford and
Julian Knight, the man accused
of the Clifton Hill massacre,
would have passed any gQun
confrol test
Vietoria tightened up its gun
laws four years ago, with no
apparent impact on the murder
raie. Britain has Europe's
toughest gun laws, but they did
not stop Michael Ryan, And
Britain is hardly a less murderous
soclety as a result — as European
soccer fans will testify
‘So gun control is no solution
One aspect of it is even guite
dangerous to the working class,

Effectively enfarced, it gives the
army and police a8 monopoly ¢
arms in any revolutionary crisis.
As Chile’s workers found 1o the
cost in 1873, you then get m:
murder on a grand scale

The other liberal nostr
being proposed is a crackdc
on "video violence”. Advo
point to Michael Ryan's“Aambo
gear, and argue that our diet of
viclence in the media is
brutalising us

Now | would not mourn the
passing of rightwing rubbish like
Rambo. But the contribution that
“video violence” makes to
is still far from proven
advocates of a ban admit that a
persan must first be s
for ofher reasons, whic
will hardly remove

On the other hand, suct
measures give the state
dangerous new powers of
censorship. Whatis to then stop a
government banning film of it
system's own crimes
news foolage of South Afri I.\"'\
police whipping blacks or
documentaries on the Holocaus!
Such images are as brutal as any
fiction, And don't think they
would not do it. Remember how
factual sex manuals were once
banned under the “obscenity’
laws?

IBERALS cluich ai such non-
solutions to avoid confronting
ol the

-
“Hungeriord massacre survivor: more state power won't help.

paratrooper vho killed 28 peopls
in Bogota, Columbia

Military training teache:
kill lots of paople in a hurry
without remorse
in other ways 100
it seems p [
relentlessly at Duntroon unt
tried to knife an officer ar
thrown

But liberals cannot question
the existence of the military. The
ruling class needs its brutalised
young men to fight ot
classes, and if necessa
workers

Then there is unemployme
Again, it is a
amongst recent

Pat Si

from his job

Huberty, the Californian

guard who killed 21 people
McDonald's taurant.  Juliar
Knight, of course, had been
sacked from Duntroon.

More generally, a Victorian
study of 1000 recent court cases
found that 20% defendents
were unemployed, when
unemployment was B%
Unemployment is long re
cognised asa cause of crime, bul
it goes into the “too hard” basketl
forliberals, because it is essential

FU’EN MORE basic is the
of

syslem,
Ore is the military. Four of the
five most recent publicized mass
murders have involved men with
military training

Julian Knight, arrested at
Clifton Hill, had been at
Duntroon. Michael Ryan had
served in a paratroop regiment
Pat Sherrill, the US postal worker
who killed 15 workmates, was a
Vietnam veleran. So was the ex-
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Marx long ago described the
alienation of workers from
control over their labour. That
alienation extends lo every facet
of life under capitalism

Public life is impoverished. For
most of us, it means marking a
ballot paper every three years
and having politicians lie to us in
between. Not only work Is
hateful, but increasingly. evan
getting there and back. Public

d and so
ways — Los Al
have now started
each other in traffic

ous expressior
drugs. Hera we

, iblic life as
jemocratic
own alfairs

commun rather than family
raising of children

Undil then, the Clilton Hills and
Hungerfords will go on, created
by 8 system that Is Itself a crime.

THEY puHTA BRING
BACK Fiowgiv AN
HANGIN AMD MAKE
AUSTRALIR A SAFE
Te LIVE IN

LKE IR

ocToBER 1987 Ko

AcTion

50 CENTS

FLUI'S BULLY BOY
"TIGHTENS HIS GRIP

e Labor feeds the
housing sharks

¢ |ID threat
not over yet




Show some solidarity
Infast month’s Socialist Action we reviewed
Warking Girls, a film about prostitution.
It is a flm tha at last talks about
prostitutes as workers. with none of the
social work rhetoric about praviding a
service for “unfortunate” men. And none of
the crap about “hearts of gold” or fallen

women.

1t's a film about workers who have the
same problems with the boss, pay and
conditions as other workers do. As the
review rightly points out, Working Girls
takes the prostitutes’ view in a “sensitive and
switty atack on their exploitation.”

And importamtly, the {ilm shows the
eamaraderie that develops in any job. But
what both the film and the review leave out
is any suggestion of how that camaradene
can develop into workers' solidarity and
organisation against the boss.

When Dawn is attacked by the madam
for her “attitude™, when Maolly works out
Just how much she gets ripped off, they’
left on their own. Dawn is told to shape up
or get another job. Mally threatens to guit

While the other prostitutes might
sympathise, there's no attempt to organise
support, no suggestion that everyane should

Blainey gets a blast

GEOFFREY  Blainey is
peddling  his “respectable”  mili
Tacism again. all
g Qn Seprember 21, soon alier
osing the  deanship of the
Melbourne University history
department, Blainey pave a
Public lecture a1 the Universi

of Queensland. He arpued 1
rather small audience that

Migrants
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“Australians
arist nationalism to ward
I a supposed cultural and The
military threat from Aborigines
and non-Europeans o
Since then, Blainey has made
more  racist
: pretext of commenting on the
ity Constitutional
o8 proposed Bill of Rights for
Emerging as an

SOCMLISTAC T
v ta Kop (hem under 3 Garess ail cores
pandunes fo £.O. Box 274, Brunswich, Vie. 3056

walk oul,

Instead the film seems toimply that if the
hoss isn’t around, the workers can excreise
same real contral over their job. And our
review by Alec Kahn sgems Lo agree.

But the problem for workers isn't whether
the hoss is physically present or not
Although the individual boss may be your
immediate target, it's the capitalist relations
of production that workers are really up
against

These can only be defeated in struggle
The film is supposed to be inspired by the
prostitutes” unfons, but it doesn't build on
the unions’ examples of workers™ action. 1t's
a shame that Alec doesnt address this point

either

Prostitutes have been orgamising in
unions sinee seventics in the US
and Europe prostitutes in Ly
oecupicd the church; withthesupport of the
priest, to prot iinst police harassment,
corruption and the brutal murders of
brothel workers. And they got a lot of
support f ocal communi

There have ats of other e

xamples of

Impre
waomer
concerncd

Blaines
ments pr
focus for
publicity
Uniy
propaganc
r

past

Brisbane twi

those defaced by

On the day
racist tick
appeared around |
Brisbane press dutif
of Blair

sites

and read

ed the Eu
Hig B

fubs.” Another ca

SRy e
TN welcameafatiees from readers. Plara
00 words. A

Reams of posiers were
1 around the campus and
daily to

The stickers near constructior

baycott of companies 1

this kind of workers' militancy Ir
prostitutes” unions. Now 5
inspired by this sort of
bea film that worked
workers!

T he
A film that y,
action wauld regfl,
Intheinterests ofy |

Liz Ross,
Mel

Privatise Parliament
Why is the carrent “privatisation” debay
limited to public utihties that serve sope
useful purpose? Why not privatise
Parliament? {

This institution seems to do linle |
further the public od and could, if
privatised, become a gre oney -,Fm'“‘.l

ountry’s ailling economy. Pos
of power ¢ - ned off t
highest bidder, ¢
the budget deficit
Think of

be auctic

cost-savings
edundant
nger needing t

crm
Why is the G
this 1ssuc? [
big business
into the

banging on

and chanting “As

e agents a
al buyers will
k™ and

This is not about solving
but help

Asian iradvertising. T 1 apital to
were signed “National Action ems. If
Al the lecture itself, Blainey ith racia
had 10 sneak in by & back achjeve that
entrance to avoid S0 angry purposc for NSW
demonstrators who were l-t”\'& T al the s i g
s - together by Socialist Action and  much the beticr for Keat

Clul

student was refused

slurs under the

I the demonstration,
Committee's

of blicks, Asians,

the Democratic Rights |
b

i, lecture orgamisers, St
1e0% Callege, hastily locked the
ront door. An aboriginal Ph.D

. admittance
even though he was not part of He

The demonstrators, a group

oD cademics and
activists, aceasionally disrupted

clivists Guidelines | ¢
immigrants as refugees ha
been  wightened recently 1
Geoflrey Blainey. it scems, is no

the loncly voice in the wilderness
that he makes himsell out to b
may not he wriling
Labor's policies on race, eultur
and immigration. But his
influence is starting to show
Allan Gardiner

6" HE IDENTITY card
dead. Long live the
identity number.”

So seems 1o be the result of
lohn Stone and Ewart Smith's
revelation of the hitch in the
Australia Card legislation
despite all the press
declaring the card *Stone de:

The lesser threat of having to
carry and produce an ID card
s receded. The greater threat
citizen tied
to a computer
der which the state
ata on them

ines
d”.

formed &

ppositi

[0}

1the 1D card on
rounds, wher
hi v

of 40,000
1 Perth, which rocke:
Brian Burke's

with tomate
that. So

commitl
the Austra

AROM a working class
I standpoint, an upgraded tax
file number is just as insidious as
Labor's original proposal.

Al present the tax flile

number is fairly INNOCUOUS,
use it isjust what il says —a
number used only by the Tax
Office to designale cach
taxpayer’s records,

Upgrading th tax file number
involves two things, The first 15
it “higher integrity

EN

se !
around. Or
Oppositi
elect comm
hat th
L by
the lin
proj

hecome

longer be
1o reduce 44

barnk interest or s
the effective 50% 1ax raie on
casual earnings while they are on
miserable social security

benelits.
Notwitl

NEAL BLEWETT

DORTE

In other words.
¢ your tax file
rs, banks,
tent depart

John Elliot’s Elders IXL can

and Robert Holmes a
urt's Bell Group paid nething
on $380 million profit But
working class people will no
be able to use false names

tanding Labor's

seem prepared 1o have the Tax
Office and Social Security share
numbers 10 crack down
id®. But the very same
ment can be used to extend
the number’s use to deparuments
like Education {which pays out

N UPGRADED tax file

number also has dire civil
liberties implications. 1t will
encourage the centralisation of
data on individuals, and the
sharing of that data, just as the
Australia Card system would
have done,

student allowances), and
ultimately to employers (who
bingo!

pay out wages). Then

u have an 1D num|
¢ The Democrats also
m prepared o accept a
births, deaths and
apes register. something
_abor has only proposed as a
silding block for a national LD
system

n, hay
now-c

ITH allies like these

no surprise that the ant
ID movement has all but
collapsed now.

For all its success in arousing
civil libertarian fecling against
the Australia Card, its reliance
an the Demograts, Likerals and
other assorted rightwingers
made it quite unable to put the
class argu jinst Labor's
deeper molives

As a result, Hawke has played
on workers' resentment of tax |
dodging by the rich, when he
really intends a crackdown on
1ax dodging by the poor. Twoin
\hree Labor voters are deceived
enough to support the D
scheme as a means toward it

Labor secms likely 1o revive
the tax file number issu¢ in the
new year, Next time around, the
anti-1D movement — or at lcast
its left wing — eannot afford to
rely on the Demoerats, | iberals
and other ightwing opponunists
as allies.

It must strike at (he heart. of
Hawke'ssupport by higpugnlmg
{he anti-working class infent
his scheme.

ia provided
y for fraudule

considerable
n

activists rely o

nis

y just

umber  shared around  toc

for their part,

ay just 10 cents in

rates on their
ond jobs, or

Alec Kahn

Slone: deserves N credit
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Can Aquino survive?

DESPITE coup, desertion
and assassination, the
Aquing government s{aggers
on in Manila.

Jts sur ot due Lo its
popularity. wh s ﬂfﬂ?“)‘
waning, nor to its “firmness” in
dealing with opponenls Mrs
Aguino remains in the
presidential palace because her
administeation is supported by
pﬂwl‘rllllscttiomnrlht‘Fl|lpmﬂ
ruling class — for the moment

The forces around Agquino
came to power with the support
of swudents, the poor, the
educated middle class and the
leaders of urban business. The
capitalistsin and around Manila
were sick of the Marcos
administration — ils corruption
and inefficiency, its sloppy
atiempts al state intervention

(monopolising  areas of the
economy), its squandering of
national resources

They wanted a government
which would support urban
capital, build up an cfficient
infrastructure and provide them
with a skilled, cducated and
voluntarily compliant workforce.

Sofar, Aquino has given them
what they wanted. Her
government has laid down the
foundation for private
investment. I has dismantled
the government monopolics in
many cxport areas. It has
attempied privatisation. In the
first hall of this year there has
been increased investment,
higher prices for sugar and
copra, and a comstruction boom
The number of strikes went
down,

The government isell has
moved satisfyingly 1o the right
The latest purge took out the last
remaining “leftist” {in the
military’s terms) and brought in
2 couple of army officers

But Aquing has not satisfied
everyone in the ruling class

Under Marcos, state
enterprises produced a powerful
layer of bureaucrats who run
them. These people will not
themselves 1o be
privatised” and lose their
. They have ensured
that the Philippines National Oil
Company has been removed
from the privatisation list
Others are sure to {ollow.

In the countryside, the major
fandowners are reaping  the
rewards of higher prices. But the
Filipino Congress is considering
a land reform bill which will
\.I.la_mancany reduce the size of
their land-holdings. At the same
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workforce waged over twenty
times as much fight as the threat to the
Chamber of Mines budgeted use of the econor
for they hold.

Two weeks into the strike, the Th
miners overwhelmingly rejected
the employers’ pay offer of 17-  workers on strike for 3 weeks iy
230, with slightly improved ample proof t- The focus
holiday pay and death benclits.  of the struggle  has
A week la the NUM shifted, and has been do
leadership accepled the same for some
offer and ordered a return to \
work on the pretext that
scabhing was threatening the
strike. 1t wasn't.

The strike, and its d
showed that the black union
movement in South Africa is
developing a bureaucracy. Like
union  bureaucrats clsewhere
the NUM leaders were threatened export earnings, It
concerned o kesp the strike  contained the potential to draw
totally legal, while COSATLU, in other workers. These tw
the peak trade union body, wdit mean that workers'
avoided calling (necessarily wer in South Africa is back
illegal) solidarity action wla, The ANC

Tensions emerged between oach democracy now
the rank and file and the NUM  socialism (much) later — is in
leadership. The officials ordered  tatters
the strikers to return to their
homelands. If they had followed S
this order, strikers could not
have organised other workers ta
join the struggle, and
maintained their own morale in
doing so. Fortunately, staff
stewards deficd the order and
stayed at the mines.

Workers in other industrics
agitated for solidarity action,
Organised widely, this could
have beaten the Chamber of
Mines. But COSATLU, with its
strategy of staying within the
law, would not take that step.

A number of more general
points come out of the strike.
The miners and other workers

to  pose

major
regime
Power

tate of Emergency hag
not crushed dissent 340,000

merely
ing 50
+ from the
ps to the unions
cimage illed ‘liberal
ployers like Anglo-American

change came
amid the welter

miners' struggle
Aguino: 1aking care of business

time, they are under increasing
threat from the Communist
Party-led New Peoples Army

It is these land-owners who
will fight to the death agains
land reform, and who are 1
main support behind continuing
military attempis to destabil
Aquing.

the government can

continue wooing business, and if
the land reform bill can be
watered down, Aquino  will
probably remain in office. IT the
workers' movement resurfaces,
and il agitation around land
reform increases, the various
sections of the ruling class may
yel unite — around the military
option.

C ntradiction in
rican capitalism

L 1 for cheap
and the

1€ major
uth  Af

this batile. They have
the war. Cyril Ramaphosa, head
of the N 1M, described the strike
as a “dress rehearsal” for the
future. If black miners have
drawn the lessons from this
strike, he may well be right

David Lackwood

SOUTH AFRICA w

Omens in the
miners’ strike

THE UNPRECEDENTED
strike by South Africa’s black
miners may have collapsed
last month. But it contained
significant  omens for the
future of the anti-apartheid
struggle.

_The South African Chamber
of Mines, in its arrogance
thought that the strike would
last anly a day, and that fewer
than 200,000 miners would go
out.

Instead, 340000 miners

0,000 more than the
membership of the mineworkers
union, the NUM stayed on
strike for three weeks in demand
ol a 309 pay increase and better
holiday pay and death benefits
Pur another way, the black

=

Siriking miners: dress rehearsal for a future showdown?

N MANY ways, Colonel
Rabuka's latest coup in Fiji
looked like a re-run of his first
effort in May.

He arrested political leaders
shut down newspapers, put the
radio station under military
control, and had troops
g the streets.

But in important ways, this
coup was quite different

For all his apparent
J week  of
ations, the delays in
the republic
s far more powerfully
is time around.

Most of Fiji's ruling class
the first coup with

After a week of
uncertainty, Rabuki as forced

hand over power to the
General and a
Council of Advisors. He lcarnt

s lesson from this and has
spent the last four months
ing his b

I'he army is now twice as hig
as it was in May, rearmed and
full of speci ruited Fijian
It has spent the last

Governor

arresting and harassing
Indian

political activists

keepers

of the
nt. This viciously racist
vants 1o totally exclude
of the population who
ire not ethnic Fijians from the
Jlitical process. Its hands of
have beaten up Indians
ebombed their shops and

my
While Rabuka’s own politics

OTH Rabuka and Taukei
claim to be standing u)
the rights of ethnic Fijians,
whom {hey arguc are be
a dispossessed minority

own land
They have drawn analogies

with the Kanaks in New

directly to Australian
king how we would
ietnamese immigration
made whites a minority here
( Actually, we couldn't care less.)
Such  chauyinist demagogy
has drawn support from bath
Libya and Sir Joh Bjelke
Petersen. 1t is, however, false
Unlike the French in New
Caledonia, Fiji's Indians arc not
mostly recent arrivals. Nor do
they owe allegiance 10 any
colonial power, On the contrary,
Fijian Indians boycotted the

Britain refused to give nom-
whites white rates of pa

one re or A

Fijians
protected. In the House of
Representatives, Fijians
many members as Indians. In

ja, and Rabuka has needs
Houses, ch
against Fi

and  the moc

the

Fiji’'s bully boy
tightens his grip

Fijian stranglehold on the
military today

nlike the Kanaks, ethnic
rights are securely

L as

e, the Council of Chicls
veto through its

1y constitutional change
750, approval in hoth
nge is impossible

n interests

ORE fundamentally,
Fijians own B3t of all

land in the country, through

. The constitution
d

guaraniees this ownership, an
forbids any sale.

This is a souree of real power,
cater than the Labour Party’s
votes, for ethnic Fijians — or
rather, some of them. Because
the bulk of the rent from each
villlay

rorld War Two when  chiel
army in World War A

s land goes to the ratu, or
The ratus are a decply
p who resent
Jernisation of Fiji, and
effect this has had on rurd

B

on the Crown, Tauke! rallies

Alliance Party, and men like the
Governor General and the
Supreme Court judges. They
helicve i the old compromise
politics of each community
having its own role in the ruling
slass — Fijians owning the land
and Indians running commerce,

Alliance has gone along with
the coups. It s prepared to
accepl a greater share of power
passing Lo Fijians, but does not
want the ratus in total control,
Unlike the ratus, Alliance is in
favour of national development
and parliamentary politics,

LS50 standing against

Rahuka and the ratus was
the Labour Party, which
represents much of the urban
middle class (for whom race is
increasingly a secondary issue)
and the union mayement (which
is multiracial in make-up and
palitics).

Properly mobilised, these
forees could have prevented the
second coup. For six weeks after
the first coup, workers, farmers
and shopkeepers fought back
The sugar cane erop ws neither
harvested nor milled. Strikes
and go-slows disrupted shops,
banks, the public service, the
docks and transport.

The army reacted with &
heavy hand. It brake up rallies,
blocked marches, and forced
shops toopen. Butit wasn't until
deposed PM Bavadra sat down
in the Constitutional Review
Committee, with the very people
against whom the struggle was
direeted, that the movement
wenl into decline.

Bavadra's role in demobilising
the anti-coup movement
explains the second greal
difference between May and
September the lack of
resistance this lime around

Even now, all is not lost. Just
before the coup, the Labour
ban working class and  Party held public meelings in
the unions, and thc strong Western l.“ Ald"i;ﬁn[“‘::
nfiuence of éthnic Indiansinthe  Eencrally well-attenco aac et
ity s Labos S e

‘i 0 it can rely on s L
to the ratus has I‘U‘"m"f;: “}:‘,E Similarly, the Back to Early
"“l \‘K“Fu_ml begin 1o identify  petition in support af  the
i

society and their status.

by playing on these fears. He has
d to the deposed Labour
govecnment's policies for
development, its roats

overthrown parliament It
gathered 108,000 signatures
one-third of all voters.

Out of these forees, and ahove
all the working class, oppenents
can yet build a fighting
movement against the military,

¢ chiel " ihe ratus and the reactionary
. ':'L'“‘,m.“rf.t wrend 10 race-based pollcs
c| ¢ 10 That will mear, 0 T,
rejecting l.nhn':nn ||I|u|ul|§||l|
the proper channels =
Gu-":nnﬁ.'rnrrul. the M!un;

¢ 5
‘ H\\ {th the support of the ratus
and of the Taukeithugs (whoare
the cxtremist wing of chiel-
hased politics), Rabuka has a
real base outside the army e
Hisonly weakness seems (o be
a recognition tha
oo backward 10
Fiji, and a
therefore ins
dictator. So he

relue
tall himsell as
has hunted for

allies among the urbanised S naTareign [riu:li! T y
Fijians. : looking to the people O
}|I|~ cuccess here has been HEELS

rhan Fijian glite 15 il
e T Kmtse Mras
repre
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and betler
keeping

But it doesn't alway:
work like that, In the US,
the file on American

obvious, Disarm the Can't buy me love GREE T

state, and arm the \WHAT Charles Copeman
people, and we'dallbe@ gjyeth, Charles Copeman
hell of a lot safer taketh away. Which is

‘Now hear this . . .

IN THE English seaside
resort of Blackpoal last
manth, a crowd of deal

S A

i - s 1o his
phbop\?'a w.a): f::gﬁ:';:ﬁ From the people ;“;‘Jiel“;n’ﬁcm%?i_ nuclear aid to India was
!D:afg bt who brn_ughl you Having at various released in response to
ference by dancing in Pinocchio stages sackedhisentire  an FOl request. It

contained, by mistake
documents revealing
that the CIA believed
that Israel had produced
nuclear weapons

We daren't think what
was In the Haly and
Ireland files.

Robe River workforce,
issued writs against twa
dozen of them, and
menstered their working
conditions, Peko's New
Right knuckleman
decided to prove he was
o really a nice guyafterall

| =

He threw a turmnwith free
beer and invited all his
workers (or at least,
those who haven' left)

But there must be a
crowded social calendar
down Robe River way.
Only three of nearly 1000

the town square.

Local police dis-
approved, and decided
to elear the crowd using
@ loud hailer. This was
pretty stupid, consider-
ing that the dancers
were communicating in
sign language.

Undeterred at the lack
of response, paolice
waded in and starled
making arrests. This
worked wonders in
keeping the peace.
About 1000 deaf people
tlocked in to help resist,
and the ensuing fighting
lasted for over 90

Traffic snarls

A NEW bumper sticker
has appeared on Los
Angeles' overcrowded
freeways. ‘Don't shoo!
1l move over."

The ruling class have no history books
HAVE YOU seen the ad for Swan lager on TV? The
one with the shot of thy .

L blue collar warkers Gallipoll, with the

minutes. showed up. Ofthose, our :!g's't”o%::d'ds er make it, when
in off target little birdy tells us, one 4 = 3

Gaip off targ was curious and two Olilyear 3allipoli? Wait for the

S0 THE Gain govern- A US Senator asked: "If next ad showing how "“we
ment is to toughen up the President is telling
gun laws in the wake of the truth, why do they
the Cliften Hillshootings. %eep chopping bits off
A predictable move, but his nose?

were politically mo- R e i
tivated, though not in
Charlie’s direction. Last
sean, Charles Copeman
was erying into his

The ruling class have no country
APPARENTLY Priso Alan Bond's favourite TV
¢ if he'll be exporting it te his

it over ints. o o
Pw:lf::;fg;gﬂgﬁy There is strength in  beer gallonsand ™Matesin Chile. Pr be a kid's show there
the occupationsl groups  the union gallons of it Or pernaps Bondy will import Pinochet to

Australia to give the l"‘-1i~ 1 few clues on ho

most prone 1o crimes of SO ACTU president h e Wentworth jail. A
e T ctimea of p andle Wentwaorth ja
soldiers. Will they be

barred access to guns?

B e gl Natural wastage
imple imon Crean ALL WVE|

% L governments are
wanis to reduce the gyt 1o cut stalf, but the

Diplomatic Immunity Russia in mo!mn, Red Guards fire from an armoured vehicle, Lenin talks with workers

number of unions i i BOB HAWKE. whe
Paint two: Switzerand Maybe he could Victorian government is WKE, who s g the country i { il i
e, e nnsseg“.jm?fg more gung-ho than ‘E?E‘Z.TZ ar e (D card This month is the 70th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, an event that still inspires the
is raquired by law 1o The NSW Brewers' "ootiinr tnis ves R marks over Left around the globe. RICHARD EMERSON looks at its significance for socialists.
Keepan automatic s Association has two Friioert; antiBaer.  Linilke sverithin blame th

, e members. We wonder ot di R EFihairiae = 2
wTrIdsmwesl homicide where they have their Clrw‘m‘ \ S:OE;LTGN 2’ f\-:cr:-rjl[,‘uhf"hj:‘)‘;lr S:FS !
;a;.s mass meetings — in a A ik InoEs

he moral seems phone box? were mrw(‘\:d (SQ:::?:

Nere 3 ch R o avnial P T

The Devil made me do it fpiomos i REEnLor = o g i (1vaveat |

carel

Actually, that sort of
job should be reserved
for management

r\?i:il:dme Paope visiled the Lucky Country last year
€ a widely reported speech at Sydney'
Transfield factory ! s

In it, he said that workers were more important
than profits or machines, and shouldn t"h‘eucr;;dt
redundant even if the economics of industry
demanded It. For once, we had to agree with him.
It seems his hosts weren't listening, however, Last
menth, Transfizid's direciors sacked 100 w’urkc—r:‘
frem one of their companies. No doubt they’ll be
given several laps of the rosary beads as penance.

This efficiency we
don't mind
FREEDOM of Infor
mation is supposed to
open up government. it
is, Infact, a management
ploy for more efficiency

Mayekiso trial

THE TREASON trial of Jailed
soctalist and trade union leader,
Moses  Mayekiso, has been
puslpun!‘.ﬂ yet again by the
apartheid regime in Souih
Afpna. 1t is now scheduled 1o
Mp: u‘;u October 19,

€ delay gives supporters of
l!u': “Free Moses I;ga_vc}uw
Lzmp_mgn" more lime to
organise in his defence. Already  far
a full page advertisement has
appeared in the Guardian
NEWspaper in Brtain, sponsored
by numecrous lahour activists
including Arthur Scargill

oses Mayekiso

dispute and retu
Alrica ap

last year.

AMWL, TA|

as in
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The Sydney campaign has so
had endorsements and
do!mlwm from the following
UPT, PSA (NSW),
ACOA, ASWU,
) ¥ TA and BLF
The BWIU have written a letier
to Bill Hayden asking him to

signatures

riise the issue with the South
African government. The
AMWU have run an article in
their union magazine

Sydney campaigners have
\n_hhwd the Labour Couneil
with leaflets and petitions and
hope that more unions will assist
the campaign with donations,
information ir
members and representations to
:‘hu Bovernment. The petition i
185 50 fur gained about 1000

Tr-nde_umunim are urged to
r.a‘ € the issue in their workplace
Using the petition and leaflets

postponed again

Britain during the miners’
ned to South
Ling for solidarity
with the British miners. Itis now
our job 1o organise solidarity
with this internationalist, who is
facing the death penalty over the
Alexandra Lownship uprising

supplied by the “Free Moses
Mayekiso Campaign”, For
more information contact lan
Jordan 287 7888 or Ross
Mackenzie 660 1006

Movemen! Against Uranium

sheets for their

MELBOURNE XMAS
FAIR

Saturday December 5
T Chure

Al Nations,

the world

I THE START of 1917, the world

was a grim place for socialists
Throughout Europe, the great Socialist
partie deserted their avowed anti-war
aims. and had sent their working class rank
and file off to the carnage of World War |

Those who stood up for working class
principles, for international solidarity
against war, were driven underground or

imprisoned. Even in faraway -\w.n.‘b.u‘_ﬂu-
t Industrial Workers of the World
brutal repression.

The recent movie Rosa Luxembuerg gIves
some idea of just how bleak things seeme

Yet by the end of the year, the situation
was starting to look very different. By 1920,
several reactionary governments had been
swept away, and a vast international
working class army the Communist
International — was on the march

The turning point was the
ution,
Il‘\rn our vantage point just 70 years
later, it is easy lo look back on the
revolution as a largely Russianevent. It was
the starting point for that countrys
transformation from a bai kward to a
moder and the heir to the

Russian

socict

revolution was Stalin, who stood for a
policy of Russian nmm_n.wl devclopment
and, later, Russian imperialism
the time the Russian
ries saw theirseizure of power as
gely international in its
And for a time they were

significance
proved right
Stalin himself,
different views to the ones he
today, explained the difference
viewpoint of the revolutionas
cautious socialisls & WS
e are two lines: O sets the course for
i Jlution and relies on
1 belicve in the
being an

whao in 1917 held very
is known for
between the
and that of

the victory of the reve
Europe. The second does no
non ond counts only on
opposition.™ &
For Stalin in those days, and for Lenir,
pelieving in the Russian rc\'n[mmn.r{:in“
relying on Europe, nd on m“‘:“;‘,::j“ s
working class generally They
reasons for this attitude

USSIA was a furths
S heen further
Rmun:r). which "'dﬁ,, Lenin the

impoverished by war. oF it sociey
prospects for creating @ 8 i
under such circumsiances were nil.

For Lenin, as for Marx, socialism meant
the liberation of humanity from the
cxploitation of class society. This was only
possible in conditions of ecomnomic
abundance, because without these
conditions adog—mldogsirugglcinrsra:rc
resources would lead 10 the re-emergence of
a ruling elite. ; g

As Marx pui it, without eConomie
abundance any attempt at &g ality and at
sharing would simply mean nh \\;Jrii ;:
generalised" and sooner ar Jater “all the ol

p miLesi FEVIVE.

‘wl‘ll \r\l::\ for these reasons that all the grw:‘
Marxists assumed sociahism would follow
capitalism, onec capitalism \_umh |};5
“industrial revolutions” had cruw_dh[ cl
material conditions for a world witl uul
ceonomic scarcity. Lenin assumed f::: mos|
of his career that the rem]ulmnl eb:m:
fighting for in Russia wn\:ldhuny L]
sdemocratic” one, OpENing the. Mgd:m
capitalism 10 turm Russia into @ m
SO0t in the course of 1917 Lenin rapidly
realised that the struggles of Li[1c W:EE::IS
were pointing in the dircetion 0 sot.l_ml! =
r‘\nd.whi]es;‘;mlixmrr;(lgf{\tll;'ﬂl'xfgﬁ‘:i" b

qard Russia fa tion,
b:‘c;:;m looked \-rrg_dnrrcrem “';.l::\ ;:):
E(:nhidzrtd the picture in Europe &
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— WORKING CLASS HISTORY

whole

The war had disillusioned vast numbers
of workers in the capitalist system, and also
in the conservative leaders of the old
Socialist parties, The example of workers
\aking power in Russia could galvanise
struggles by the working class in France,

Italy, Britain, and above all in Germany.

HE RUSSIAN revolution had a lot 1o
first of all,
the act of masses of workers taking power

A offer western Europe. It was,

for themselves.

A moderate socialist named Martov, not
much more radical than Bill Hayden or
Gough Whitlam, said of the October
inswrrection:

“Understand, please, what we have before us

is @ victorious uprising of the proletarial

Almost the entire prolctariat supports Lenin

and expects its social liberation from the

uprising ™

True, the uprising was led by a political

jparty, the Bolsheviks, But contrary to myth,
this wasn't some phone box minorily
faction. It contained in its ranks a big chunk
of the ordinary workers, By September 1917
it had over 200,000 members out of an
urban working class of 3 million. These
party activists in turn had their networks of
supporters in the workplaces.

Bolshevik rule was embodied in the
soviets, or workers' councils. These were
democratically elected by the rank and file
in the factories. Unlike our parliaments, the
delegates could be removed ar any rime by
new elections. This meant that the soviets
reflected the changing political views of the
workers from day to day.

American journalist John Reed, author
of Ten Days that Shook the World, gave a

q

IF You unpERSTAND THE
PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM
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The building block of the new orde

striking example of how soviet democracy
worked. Some Red Guards had fired on a
demonstration
“The rea
immed

ction to this stupid violence was
te. Within twelve hours,
complexion of the Petrograd soviet ¢
More than a dozen Bolshevik deputies
withdrawn and replaced by Mens
(moderate socialists), And it was three w
before public sentiment subsided — bel
the Mensheviks were one
the Bolsheviks sent back.”
In addition to being demoeratic, the
revolution was internationalist. 1t sought to
educate the working class in its
responsibilities to fellow workers. This
applied to the oppressed peoples in Asia,
Alrica and Latin Amenca. It applied
equally to the workers in western | urope,
At a ime when the Red Army was under
siege by invading British troops, its leader
Leon Trotsky issued this command to his
fighters:

eviks
ks
re
by one retired and

1y, when we are engaged in a
sht with Yudenich, the hireling of
d. I demand that you never forget that
are two Englands. Besides the En
of profits, of violence

dihirstiness
ur, of spiritual pawer, of high i

onal solidarity, 1t is the base and
dishonest England of the stock exchange
manipulators thal is fighting us. The England
of labour and the people is with us."

Ihe revolution alsa promised o new
world for women. They gained the right to
choose their own domicile, name and
aitizenship. Marriage became a matter of
simple registration, divorce was freely
granted on request by either partner, and
property rights within  marriage  we
abolished, e e

On the one hand, the Russian

and, revol
had much to offer the workers of 1hu“n%:|lrl;11”
On the other hand, it depended desperately

- factory w

orkers meel to lake decisions

on them. For while the Russians had created
an impressive proletarian democracy, the
workers were a small minority in a nation
consisting largely of peasants. They were
soon faced with the threat of imperialist
invasion and blockade. And they faced
economic crisis and depression from the
combined impac war, invasion, and civl
war

No wonder Lenin remarked contiuall
before, during and after 1917 that building
socialism in 1solated Russia was impossible

“The final vic
country is of ¢

of socialism in a single
se impossible . . . ILis the
it a German reve

S spark was not slow in
g to the German speaking

countries,

Austrian and Hungarian workers went
on strike on 14 August 1918, and those in
Vienna clected workers' councils whi
demanded the eight hour day, the abolition
of censorship, the end of martial law and the
release of imprisoned socialists

Almost immediately, a group
revolutionaries in Berlin put out a le
announcing that “the Viennese wor
have elecied councils on the Russian 1
and called for a general strike, Within days,
500,000 workers were on strike in Berlinand
other cities, Four hundred and fourtcen
delegates met and elected a central strike
committee,

T'his wave of struggle was defeated, but il
was followed by others. In Novembes
sailors refused to go into baule, They
marched in the streets and were joined by
thousands of workers. After the [irst
demonstration in Kiel, 20,000 sailors elected
a sailors’ council. By mid-December 2
national council of workers' and sailor
delegates was held in Berlin,

The impact of the Russian revolution

continued to nipple through Europe. In 1919
soviet republics were formed in Bavaria and
Hungary. In response to the Bolsheviks' call
for a new international movement,
Communist parties were formed. Ina range
of countries, from Germany to Italy and
from France to Bulg they became
powerful mass movements

In Italy in 1919-20, the workers of Turin
seized  their fact s and established
councils which came close to soviet-style
organisation. In Bulgana, the Communists
were the second strongest parly in the
country. In China, there were the
beginnings of a workers' movement which
was Lo reach insurrectionary proportions by
the mid-twenties.

Mo wonder that the ruling classes of the
great powers were worried. British Prime
Mimister Lloyd George wrote Lo his French
counterpart

“The whole ¢
of revolutio
discontent
the workmen
isting or

amangst
war conditions. The

1 ocialand
is questioned by the masses
rom one end of Europe to

whale
econon
of the p
the othe

N DISTANT Australia, the impact of the

Russian workers' triumph was felt more
slowly. But it was substantial all the same.
stralian labour movement had
also been radicalised by the war, and was
from the triumph of twice defeating
empls Lo introduce conscription. Upon

hearing a nts in Russia, labour
activists were intensely rested. Wrote
one of them in 1918,

“Never before had

serutiny, such deep

from all viewpoints, th

ALP was 1
_a proposal to make socialis:
industry a fighting plank in its program

union congress called for the nationalisation
of industry, and set up a Council of Action
10 see that it we ght for. R. 1. Heffron,
later Premier of NSW, wrote

“By supplanting

with

Lorsh
he reaching
h

prole
the g ¢ road to which
Russia is the greatest milestone passed.”

An Australian Communist Parly was
formed in the early twenties, though it had
1o strug) to suryive. True to the
internationalist orientation of the
movement sparked by the Russian
revolution, it participated in important
international movements such as the Pan
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Pacific Trade Union Secrelariag
meant working with
required them to confront the ragism i

Australian working class Simil ‘?“'E
carly Communists  opposed Aus l\ ‘?‘e
nationalism, declaring that the » s,-”"m
txarg-ka" was a “meaningless J:.,l.m"
calling for workers of all counries 1o
ona class basis ;

UN!)EN Russian leadership, the w
= i orld-
L wide movement was drawn topether
into the Third, or Communis
International. i
The Bolsheviks hoped they would not be
the leaders for long. As Lenin remarked

“Soon after the victory of «the proletarian

revolution in at least one of the adyanced

countries, a sharp change will probably come.

ahout: Russia will cease o be the model and

will anee again become a backward country.™
Alas, this hope was fo be cruelly
disappointed. Despite impressive strugeles,
the works movements outside Russia
were defeated, and began to ebh away. The
most important single reason was that
revolutionaries outside Russia had not set
about building coherent revolutionary
organisations before the revolutionary wave
a mistake todays socialists

A As this
ASIIN unigng,

unite

1
ilure of revolutions abroad
especially in Germany, Russian leadership
of the imternational movement became
permanent. In time this was to have baleful
consequences, Remaining isolated, plagued
with economic problems and exhausted by
war, the Russian workers gradually lost
their hold on political power. A new ruling
class, in the form of the state bureaucracy
with Joseph Stalin at its head, consolidated
its hold. The Communst International was
transformed into an instrument of an
increasingly cynical Russian foreign policy

But the eventual defeat of the Russian
revolution and of the movements it inspired
should not blind us to the patential that
once was there, and which could be
rekindled by a working class revolution
today — in South Africa, say, or South
Korea. It should teach us that the success of
workers' power in one country an only be
consolidated il we build an international
mavement, in the Bolshevik tradition

This was well put by Rosa Luxemburg
not long before her murder

~Theirs is the immortal historcal service of
d at the head of the
proletarial Russia the

internation it e
problem could only be posed, It could e

<olved in Russia. And in thisscase, the future
everywhere belongs to ‘Bolshevism

——

Canberme
Thursavs 6.0
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WHAT WE

Socialism

We fight for sacialism: the

classless society in which

will be demncyrallca\\y pl!.;i:::.ma.:g
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries |ike Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in comman with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. Th

of Labor in power has shown the bank-

ruptcy of attempts to tinl

existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary

road to socialism. Their state is aweapon

of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

‘Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannol make a revolution

through spontaneous upl

bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work to build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on thejoband
argund social protest issues. Tomarrow
we must creale a mass worke rs’ party o

Jead the struggle for social

Internationalism
We are Internationalists.

class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive within asingle country. It must be

spread to other countries of

these reasons wa are for building a
world-wide movement, and we ‘oppase
measures like protectionism which tum
the workers of one country against

others

[Liberation from Oppression

We fight for liberation an!
oppression of women, bla:

ays. All of these forms of op~
g:‘eis?nrrare used to divide the working
class. Thefight againstlhem isan essen=
tial part of building a united mvnlullo:‘;
ary mover ent. They can anly be end

through ending capitalism
socialism.

Socialist Action

s are for Soclallst Action. It's no good

just talking about the worl

i ist theary and pro-
to change it Marxist | h.l?ilthey f
. In the unions, social

ighting for a better world,
:;?:‘h:a%mak of tha fight. It
you want e be, join us &

SOCIALIST ACT!

STAND FOR™

f
creation of a/

e experience

ker with the

heavals. The

ism.

The working

rit will fail. For

d against the
cks, migrants

and building

he point is

ON— PAGE 8




B w5 i

State ppji
Servanis |,
Aagains| fhe
NEW MBasyrey

EVEN Joh Bjelke Petersen’s
sacred ice force is not
escaping the latest mund. of
employer attacks on working
conditions in Queensland.
Bjelke Petersen has decided
to halve the overtime
performed by cops.

That's the good news. Now
for the bad. Six hundred
thousand workers employed
under Queensland state awards
may lose their annual leave
loading in a few weeks

The attack has been mounted
by the Queensland Con-
federation of Industry following
the statc government's
successful abolition of crown
employees” flexitime and leave
loadings.

The Trades and Labour
Council and dozens of unions

to be brought back just yer. steward, Hamish Wer In response, angry nurses
called @ mass meeting on  There have not been too many  having one beer at the end of h narched on Parliament
Sepiember 15 to protest at the employers complaining about  day. The drivers met the next  Hous: where they roundly
government’s decision. S000  State Industrial Commission  day and voted to go on strike in- d lo ALP member John
workers were told at the meeting

decisions, s0 10 rely on any real  his defence

I were Langmore when he called for
that the tourism industry would  protection would be rash immediately dismissed 0 on botk sides
suffer! Another campaign of Public servants, railway Later the company offered Nurse e banned paperwork
sending posteards to lobby local  warkers, police, teache them the chance to reapply for ind non-nursing dulies
MPswaslaunchedasaway thal  firemen, nurses and local their jobs individually, with the ted the Authority’s head
workers could “help” beat the  authority employees have been  aimofweeding out the militants and staged short
mOve. written out of the contract The TWU officials have tried to

Workers were alsoencouraged
Lo “expose the gross misuse of
public funds and mismunage-
ment of the Queensiand
economy by the Government.”
That sounds fine, umtil you
consider how the government
would use such information
Already since the meeting, the
State Works Depariment has
sacked some 70 blue collar
workers, and another 180 are
likely 1o get their marching
orders as we go Lo press.

Queensland government
workers camnot rely on a
posicard campaign and
parliamentarians (o save their
leave loadings.

The last postcard campaign
Wds I response 10 contract
labour legislation originally
proposed in April. Modified but
similar legislation will be passed
m Queensland parliament this
manth,

Holiday leave loadings and
penally rates are not protecied
under this legislation apening
the door for & general employer
offensive against them, and half
ofa worker's annual leave can be
washed in,

The Siate Indusirial
Commission can rule void those
contracls which it deems
‘against the public interes:” or
“unfair. harsh or uncon-
setonable.” Presumably, thi
m!lnnlhr}‘v—un\ulln“‘\.tg-m)n»
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legislation. Bjelke plans to
in special laws to aholish th
leave loading and flexitime
Postcards will not siop him. We
need organised, coordinated and
widespread indusirial action
from each workplace. Then and
only then will we see the present
relentless attacks on ¢
and conditions stopped!

Louise Walker

w

Fox bares his
claws at CUB

MELBOURNE'S brewery
drivers are in the wars again,
Lindsay Fox, a sell-made
iycoon who worships his
creator, has been trying to smash
their on-the-job organisation

r wages

MELBOURNE

rsince he bought the trucking
contract {or Carlton breweries
Ittook a three and a hall week
strike last year to ensure that the
drivers would retain their award
conditions and job sccurity alier
the changeover, a strike made

leaders
minagement has unsuceessfully
tried 10 sack shop steward Aldo
Renda

On 17 September the

company sacked another

arder the drivers back 1o work
Given this lack of support, it is
understandable that some
drivers applied for jobs, but the
majority are still out the gate
There is a daily picke

the brewery in Abbot
the workers are

yutside

keeping the
pressure hoth on 1 'wi
leaders and the company.
touring other Linfox yards and

demanding reinstatement for all

w
Nurses needle
Health bosses

WITH protest marches,
strikes and picket
Canberra nurses are shaping

for a major struggle over the
refusal of the ACT Healih
Authority o implement a new
‘career structure for nursing.
 Back in May, the Arbitration
Commission ardered 1he
Autharity 10 introduce a new
Gareer structure based, with
minimal devigtion”, on the
RANF's proposed model. The
union's model improved
conditions by allowing more
Gpportunity for research
edueation and promaotion. But
the Authority bosses have
relused 1o concede anythin

CANBERRA

Richardson

nurses of
patients’ lives
that they will not
wnditions hecause of

le. In any cas
ir'
ces (including a
call to ihe
chiel executive at his
¢ for a 3 am stoppa
Rank and [
the symbuolic act

voly

wns has been
But strike action needs o
AL the
execulive
of th
d they
n ACTU inter
Unfortun,
the ank

higl
be stepped up et
the RANI
the calli

picketers
Actior

visited  Lh
Kelty will 4

and sand as 4

Fireman
hose

nurses' industrial lire as he
ta other

The nurses have nol yel
exercised their full strength. Not
ol

have they ped the supj
other workers, A collection frd
just one Tax Department office
by Socialist Action members
raised over $90
So far, the nurses have given
the Health bosses a needle. Now
@ knock-out shot is required
Phil Sharaol

done like a
or “running
hard to stay in the one spot™
are the two options we've had
under the two tier wages
system.

Now, as this system limps
through its last months, the
ACTU is planning a “mare
mature” wage cutting deal.

According to Bill Kelty, the
planned system will be more
mature because there will be
complete opposition to Now-
ans, and every wage rise will be
vied rigidly to “‘higher
productivity {Translation
screwing more work from
workers.}  Kelt d
Crean have
the new syste
resir

This necw

) signalled that
will be based on
ard conditions

CVET,

cluring a

system, ho
. in the 1y
tsell 1

has its ¥
system, which was
in the Accord’s

veigh

as meant a miserable
tax) under the first
litle prospect of

of the v system hecause
he retail “lean
¥ { there

g to trade off
unlike SDA

agreement, less
than 59 of the Aust
worklorce had received @

OWEVER the two tier
system had Iwo more

important functions

econd

Fars! imed (successfully)
Lo uaAraniine any u.u_cl-\mwlufl
did oceu by completely
breaking with the [low-on

principle. Secondly it aimed 10
cnsure productivity.
which union officials agreed 10
enforce on the employers
behall

Not all unions have had t@
make the trade-olls or suller
long delays. That is only because
some workers have used their
cle on the job to foree
from the boss

rising

INDUSTRIAL FOL!ITICS

And now, for
the ACTU’s
next trick ...

Building workers and some
AMWL y
their rises under the
reater than the allowed

members alr

ofte
a0
In all these

yme on sitcs

dlines 10 ¥
1 Tennis
y building sites, ¢
kshops where skilled
Melbe

rme’s

E s short, s
are 100 electrician
vorkers have put in for a $100
workers have |
pay rise ¢

t o pREAGNE B
But by 1ying every !
ry wha hasn't got 1y

|
muscle to arbitrated

ements
the system has effectively
cd the riscs won and

Jow-ons that used
ave Lo look
trades

quarantin
stopped 1

at the recent metal
o sec this.
productivity is
Labor
Willis

agreement {
Increased

central o the

Minister

syslem.
Ralph

nt in our
ces — IOre
as heen atany
nic history

present Grcy
jmportant th
Lme L

Union leader

u fi
AMWL

ivily ine
he 1w

the job L

0l
i

s have thrown
cart and soul into
\his happens

c has bee
onthat played a

\
e
red

[hicials
hey are d
<. One official

verapplied

Th

IN CTHER words, the two tier
System is more of the Accord
m!dlyne, Workers” wages and
conditions are being cul for the
sake of emplogers’ profits,

The Austealian” states this
quite openly

Despite employers’ complainis

there cam be fo

in i that the
employers group.
the MTIA, welcomed the recent
Arbitration Commissian
decision on the AMWL 404
slaim. Hob Herbert fram the
MTIA said that the Association
had been working simee
December 1986 (o make any
decision “cost neutral” and the
Commissions’ decision had

there
has beenan cven betterdeal than
that, In Australia Post, under
the guise of 1alking abouk “a fuir
day’s work for a fair day s pay”,
gement will be  saving
by 1989-90 because of
ater work efficiency, All it is
them is just over §2
5. Telecom workers got
their 40p4816.05m in wages), bul
s mean savings of
over the fext wo
1e government
According to the Con
federation of Australian
Industry, workers have handed
thing else as well. In
ited:
| sense a degree of
wstrial relations
ided back (o

vears for

ANK and file discontent
Rniil\Inulwllml\_ulmlhu;
started (o filter up to the ulﬁ.“ul
level, So much su that union
\eaders, lefl and right, have been
sayl glnaulmu\dnllﬂsll.LIIaUt
was only a one-off experiment

e Unfortunately for us. they

the  have left the field wide open (or

gleany m bis

sure

ses Mo

g systeim

(hat real

on

Kelty and Crean Lo design an
even more restrictive system.
For unionists, only the kind of
sction taken by the bulldingand
1al trades workers will make
real differcnce to their pay

e

ackels. .
F‘ We have to throw off the
officials’ ideas of making

e i
e cumhu\|uhncll|ﬂbus.\u
ockets

8 In a rare moment al
fraukn Tom McDonald of

the BWIU summed up n\?
siwation when he heard of
management salaries gong Up
1= boul the
“They like to lalk aboul the
wlﬂ. kers being greedy. Bul illlu.
figures shaw s actuplly
management who

with their snouts in il

Liz Ross
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REAT sirikes can

produce great films.
Harlan County and Sall of
the Earth are two all-time

Busy month
in Brisbane

Support, he doesnt show the |
meetings down south, he docen’y ‘

show the musy meetings of

on's Brisbane classles. - workers i o he¢ e [
SOCIALIST Actars Brence & Tom: Zubrycki's ‘doon: e Tlstn it |
doing much of the organising for mentary af the historic SEQEB isglared” stroggle. Mot 0 i |
m“"wk s, mgpuu-.ju.--n.f. .m.flf-..ln‘-.::uw_ is Australia-wide, Even as far |

‘One was the premiere showing a frustrating piece of wor away as the Pilbars T
drmw{'::documnmn The film covers ihe seven got |m.|u~nunL‘M,:,‘,:p:vA" ;‘, |
on the SEQEB strike, Friends and month battle after Joh Bjelke could have got il of all that
%ﬁﬁsl:}hmﬁfm: Petersen sacked 1100 clectricity ey i

L -] I

workers in early 1985, In
retrospect, 1he -

SEQEB workers proved the

T IS history now that the

including a large number of ex-
ACTU destroyed the

SEQEB workers sacked in the

dispule. About 150 stayed on for : £ : campaign by calling a hall

2 discussion of this controversial il . ek rrigger for the whole New Right h prindc £ 4l
e e 18], Picketers al the Barclay Flour Mill sile: ignored by BWIU leaders shoat'em up that has followed. ARG i |
The other was the picket of | That alone makes Friends and wrid ther By nu:a'.ng”ﬁ:'h‘.'.f; |

fantasy of Federal legislation ‘
that would bring SEQEB under

Geoffrey Blainey's guest lecture Enemies important and  well
o Oueensiand University ea ers O e worth scing. But those who
Socialist Action members and i WETE INV0l have ry right 10

i a Federal award and

ofther anti-racisis, numbering L and pet the

‘aboul50in all, sel up a barrage of = workers” jubs hack.

chanting after being barred from There are, of course, some The film suggests that ETU

{he hall. The militani picket made o wonderful moments, especially officials fought these sellouts.
L) from Joyce Nugent, mather of a Be

Blainey almos! inaudible ai

m::,”;:ﬁ;[ding to sources | pf ECTION campaigning is

ne made a phone call 10
Perriam as earl
we had a rank and file

striker. OF Bjelke-Petersen, she
subbies’ contracts. comments, “You could kill the

Newlle denies this, ‘

2 g Because of a thr
underway in the Building membersk

m

e ¥ ; requi ral unions sent org ‘ but that'd make him a
MEYEKISO Workers' Industrial Union, labourers cannot stand for down, but Ii\)“ |h"-L1r\‘:\{‘\]-l£l"-i“m lo and _their NerEnk, et S |
and the BWIUS sell-out Of the top positians. The State : L ter provide Kang ol g is |

aniser, Neil
to the country! They

SYDNEY branch of Socialist 1 L Manage g
NIForilk cor g o pLblicize leadership is being challenged Management Committee
been sct up to consist

over, finished, you're an |
¢ embarrassment down there, just
St 3 wind it up. Whilever that dispute

15 humour
n their rural

1N various s

Ih!hc_aue of South African | by militant opposition Ly 015 radesp er drive past e Bk =
:‘n:ulgnl :::v::;’:::u"f:r::at:f' candidates. In Victoria the i!|< iilm it . L::I Ly ‘,;m = = h‘”]“ Police smash a picket line in a scene from Friends and Enemies was it was the soft
: § nily i e ference ¥ . Cerehan a classic; a E wide- erbelly of the state .
!lcmgu treason Irial for his role DhpUsINn s strong enough 1 AW |I\ ”‘ |I|‘“I 'V:I.“ m\\ j“ eyed “"t‘\t.l 7‘\1‘ lirca [rh ds p ‘.:L,l }: }.:..
intheblack upricing st 231 1 {0 have the employers and the o e T L4 Ut e
s sent to the job. a €

SR mﬁ!p = government dead warried. from various zoncs. ) to he - “There are lessons there. It
an(l-upa’ﬂhem a::iv?:ts ﬁt;::er After the BLF was de been concocted arbitr ntly a massive police But rlen s an depends what you're looking
lbeen ‘callecting eignatures o | TeEtered in 1986, thousands of the leadership. and vary from a tth documentary for,"says Bernie. “1 thirk people

Bl :
rank and file wor
1U didn't lift a fi

like the workers at the Bjelke |

ie N - Petersen Dam, when they draw
he Electr nemles an a the. similarites, they willibe |
TU) sinke down on its limitations. You

i
have to look hard for the lessons.

- - “What should have come |
ilm in-between . tori |
leadership, to get back to the

pelitions demanding Mayekiso's | DUilders labourers were mEMEships of thoysands .in

telease, A Saturdey moming | Eonscripled into the BWIL Melbourne to hundreds in the

‘lrprulkina Islgssiun outside the | Now they will be voting. And 0URtTY. Joh Biclke P
own Hall was particularly | plenty of tradesmen who dis| would be impressed
3 £ ho dislike B L pressed

::l;:::;;l;ﬂIo:‘tr:is.?urmemhels the BWIU officials’ continuing In addition there are strong

part in 2 lobby of the | callaboration with the cops and  T8MOUTs that Labor minister  FOMEEA 7 cordt e pIee

y's workers ha dispute

Labour il i
uﬂ.ﬁ,.,ug:::'“"' sesking Irade | cmployers will also have a Oteve Crabb is determincd to the BWIU leaders are hand in shou :
7 3 i . stave off a {0 N 1 the boss from the start why was the
For contact numbers for the °"‘;,”r“ “‘“‘Tj“;"'“‘“"- unt Hm,,).\b\ ‘-‘:,nl,m iy |{"|I ) e h.,l ,;',\I:.‘.—II Sk ‘:‘:”I,, shop Moot and build up the | ‘
Faugs'y campaign, see article | - f0MDIe ¥ frightened  geeis ,L‘ gronionis Aupust ; H" says B late artival on the scenc, in recentlytricdt etaplaceinthe  grength of the rank and file
; employers and politicians, the 1 Ck o APT attle for the - BEEUE, Sl WO R e gl SEENATE Semate, and used the ETU 0~ “But also, the reachery could ‘
mediz begun a scar pposition to capture complete  581¢ ] Im docsn'L Just not ask He was here after about six  further his poliie ambilions.  pave been ghlighted. 1 don't

Day School campaign, iy tha control of the union structures,

¢ ed thal  know how he &
opposition Reform Group are a though they

Lou Camp whitea ve that title 1o |

nt that was ke film. Because at the end ol

<. But he's seen fit lo put

5o WE

are very likely to

A DAY school at le: {hings up [ront and leave  Women's move
Canberra man:nheo‘: ';’.’.,,3"’ e T o QR ol positions. putsacover on for alotofunion S ERE B fe rank and  very effecine o & big morale- e day, he doesnY really show
ay | Gallagher, who is supposedly officials and peaple in the ALP - @8 BT He toane as well 1o the men early in the  who the

Alongside the BWIU

mies were, In fuct | |

Oclob
er 4 proved 1o be a very come inforalor fil

stimulating eve scheming to “take over” the that could ha ute™ he's done an excellent job for

nl. : L: e over” the milita g he o " vai nrobably  dispute he's done @ i

Sixteen members and | D i s heBLE, which o i Zuhryckishown he’ got material thal probeoly e e womens roke i5 crean sl AT and the
% anotable victory in getling e ho got, Afier ~ contained the answers 101 e g 1o ALP. Theys mising in ihe

shown mainly

supporiers heard an excellgnt | |11 8 plain rubbish. The
by the Trades and

could have been

its organiser John Cummins out hours, buta  the dispu hey've

talk on Sylvia BLF ¢ K P
most. radioal mP!amn::'ur:f‘ ::: B\'\!lLTrJtl:tﬁ [';‘::\Illl‘:':\”"“"! "“ of L:dcr!,l Costain and Lewis have esce farom, Wwon. But hes seen fiL LRl A ; h“ D e (TLC) that the
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famous suffragetie family: had a | they wanted to. And as recent acked away from the local TV stations, ”"-\'\:“.]:':ﬁ\\‘.\.\\:-u- itk Skl Jost Tom Zubrycki is now doin

- o W £
legal actions the if the women could film on the histary of the AC T

provocalive discussion o

“There were interviews d

had taken groundswe

upport for the

1 the | events have sh oy 3 “Eves
&nvironm o ave shown, they do not  aga ) 2 - ik Y he Gold Ve ThE : 5 hin
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ralia Recon- ditis gaimng  hiding through 1 nd in Gympie. All taking a1 10 he needs out of the
slructed: and d strength 1 ghindusirial action  they'd wir fair contest Neil 16, ond with John 8red anc : the point of & B material he
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them are candidates side i however. Rebuilding militant weakness on their part, Wedon't Lilingion i . after ihis
Melbourne branch will hold & s, alongside  sympathises with the BWIU LHELE commiltee was batling on in we given the TLC and  even soine enemies, &
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r Mill site i ¢ 5 s !
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of this wa strong in geyhis acrO:
All of this was quile strong Nwr\lht’h“-’“‘-“"
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Some cops will arrest anything — even a bus! Brisbane police huslle one off for 1a|l|ng o dISESE

Pigs: Are they kosher?

The People’s Force: A History
of the Victoria Police, by
Robert Haldane. Melb Uni
Press, $27.50

ROM time to time, the
newspapers entertain us

with “scandals” about police
corruption. The Fitzgerald
inguiry in Queensland is the
latest performance in a long-
running road show.

The Queensland Police

inister, centre stage. gol an
early belly laugh by siating that
bane had no brothels
Within days we learnt of a top
€op acting as bagman for other
tap cops who skimmed the
cream [rom these “non-existent™
brothels

Its nothing new. In the 15505,
one of Melbourne's best known
sly grog shops was the Police
Hospital. "' Patients, visiiors,
police and public, men and
women alike, cowld ali buy good
liguor from the ohliging
Sergean: Waugh, ' says
policeman Robert  Haldane's
history af the Victorian police
lorce.

We all know many police are
corrupt. A better question is why
do we have cops at all? History
Suggests an answer.

In the early colonial days,
especially in the gold rushes,
some people made packets of
dough. Were the now-idle rich
wle enough 1o have
personally guard their new

perty? Yes. But even the rich
need their sleep. One of the
carliest policing duties was as
night watchmen,

The rich did not become
complacent about these
patrolling duties. In the famous
Vietorian police strike of 1923, a
special constabulary for
cobbled together at I:
speed. Into its ranks streamed
5000 bank managers
servants, small businessmen
lawyers and so on, led by
Lieutenant General Sir John
Monash

The police strike was a cr
for the propertied classes
they hailed their own “heroism™
in breaking the strike. The scab
“specials” were so hated th
they could only walk safely in
parts of Melbourne in groups of
four,

civ

Eventually they went back to
their offices and hung up their
badges. The strikers werc
sacked, and striking has beer
anathcma to Australian police
ever since

HE COPS sell themselves to
the ruling class as
professionals, the only ones whi
should be trusted with a badg
Just this year in Melbourne. a
former deputy commissioner of
police was moved in o take
responsibility for policing trains
away from the railway police
division, who had developed a
bad reputation for bashings and
theltl. The Age (April 15)
reported, A Jiandeuffed man
was kivked and hic by five or siv
railway police and becanre
unconscionus,

A cynic might say that the
police wanted to take over this
ling of policing because public
gang bashes al a railway station
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made for very bad
“Character adjustment” is be
performed out of the public e
OF over 500 complaints against
the Victorian police in 19
half were allegations of assault

Police in Australia jealously
guard their monopoly of semi-
police matters. Many other
countries separate the functi
of motor policing and mc
registration. In Victoria, t
are part of the policc empire
Emergency services, search and
rescue and so on are not strictly
poli eping them
under the police umbrclla helps
to corner the public hero
market

The police sell themselves as
protectors of life and limb. B
are they? They do little Lo prof
women from rape or domestic
violence, for exa If they
intervene, it is after the dama,
has been done. Much is now
police being more
sensilive in handling rape
Insofar as their
ensitivity” has improved, it is

due 1o non-police sell-help
Eroups creating the pressure (o
clean up their act.

So their favourile argument
for their own existence is as
Keepers of public arder. Crazy
football crowds, pub brawls,
Fioling at the Bathurst races
surely these events prove we
need cops? The police use these
dramas 1o justily their amazing
AIms acquisitions

including
regular

requests for sub-

machine guns,

But the hatong
ot remove the underyieuns S8
causes ol crime,
prolong them
police see
change ations apg
pickels as potentjal TI0lS 1op,
I'he hardware is meg
used on

Twa World Wars broyghy

ice and army intell
cther beeause the police w
well-placed to gather informatign
about the civilian Population,
Special Branches and AS|g
have files on every kind of
socialist, radical and reformer.
I'he Counter Espion:

Ving sogia|
Indeed, they
Because gy
movements

demaonstr

for

ANt Lo be

Mg
ere

sympathisers for
It also chased
ters, illegal
nts and naturalisation

choice of just who s a
society is 1009
police, secret ar
ve consistently

RONICALLY, their masters

still treat the police as
lickspittle

In Dec

mber 1970, the weekly

e average wap
ad only onc
h month
s book is a chronicle of
pathetic we

king conditions
undertook
other workers, the
industrially

Yetitis a mistake to see police
as fellow workers

edly stated 1
iate for pol
picket lines of other
slice uniony ha
about which side
class line they are on
Police are the thin blue
line that

society [rom
ane
ailingly side
ied against the
propertiless, Their main rold
whatever else they do that s
useflul, is to maintain the ruling
order. Even in the

teetering int
admits, they

os, As Ha

with the prope

liest da
in Australia, the job of chasi
thieves came second to i
down escaped convicts,

That is why past revolutions
ave usually scen the armed
working class take over the task
of palicing itself, and with much
greater justice and cificiency

I'h so why ( est cops
are the ones who have left, and
the left cops never joined in the
first place.

king

Mark Matcoti

SOCI

INCE the time of Karl
Marx, socialists have
heen accused of wanting to
do away with the family. And
since that e, we have
proudly pleaded guilty to the
charge.

For well over & century now.,
the modérn nuclear family has
becn a key element in the
appression of women and
children

|f a family is poor — and even
in affluent Australia this means
400,000 familics — or if one of
its members is 11l or unhappy or
violent, life can be a nightmare

for all involved
Domestic Vic
common than
Many mor
murdered by t ishands or
lovers than by strangers. By a
recent Canadian estim .I‘n;
e er

Is more
er sort

WOmeErn

wife in e
husband. ajority of
physical and sexual abuse of
children takes place at home
Untold emotiona
done every day
Even when family

damage is

mbers
to each
er and

sod and caring
when the an
frustration of daily
confined to occ
outbursts, the {
distorts the
trapped within
For all its pleasures

comiort d
people thes
family life
For wom
10 work.,
have no escape othe
hours a day at
kindergarten, Lhe

bound isu

nafew

school or

housewile

in front of TV for endless hours
are stercotypes  drawn
reality

If women and childre!
no independent T
support, and
any real parti
then the

and the best family is a mere

gilded cage

explain it, and in doing so, t©
find @ solution to the probl
that the family represents. Thi
5 S0 hat casier than it seems.

The family as we know it 1§
not the ancient and venerable
institution that its conservative
fans make out, In its modern
form, it is a product of 19th
century industrinl capitalism

The miscry and squalor ol
that period are now legendary
The d r of revolution was
great. The ruling class, ably

ALIST STANDPOINTS

Exploding the
nuclear family

assisted by Irightened middle
oders, sel out 1o
by recasting

ily was
arkir

In particular, the |
promoted as a focus of
class life. Woren &
driven out of the
Much of women's

ir

were
worklorce
time was turned aver 1o Td

ring for their
gand instilling

children
physical well-be
nroper values.
proper val o
In the family. too, the elderly
the ill, the injured and the

anemployed were expected 10
find comfort and care

: MODERN family is &
e ¢ of the youthful

pro 1
\Iﬂp_: of indu capitalism s
development, 1t has served \l‘
well, and continues to do so
1oday.

As a unit of consumption, 11
Millions of litle
their own
washing
ave

unrivalled
households cach buy
house, car ;
machine, video. micrad

GAINST the cagitalit
family, socialists point to
an altermative future where
Women and children will e ahle
10 develop their full potential as
iman beings.
Inasociety where prafit s not
2 consideration and human
[recdom is the aim, the hurdens
that currently fall most heavily
on women could be removed,
Domestic tasks would
biecome a sacial responsibifity
Properly staffed local laundries
and restaurants and pro-
fessionally organised house
cleaning services would replace
much that is now housewives'
work
With a much shorter warking
week and proper workplace
childeare centres, parents and
children would spend more time
and much better time
together. Community childeare
would allow parents and
children to have [ree lime apart,
and allow children especially to
expand their social horizons
Already, many people da not
we in family households, With
cCONOmIc  pressures  removed
and religous taboos under
minded, people will be truly free
10 find new ways of living. No
longer will the more-or-less
monogamaus heterosexual
couple and their children alone
in a house be the norm
Households will be set up and
dissolved at the will of the
participants. Prople will be free
to live alone or together,
permanently or [or & time, With
lovers or friends or warkmates,
with adults or ehildren or both
Children will cease to be the
property of their parents and
begin 1o become full human
s, with control over their
jves proportionate to their
mental and physical growth
If they choose to live with
0 from them heir parents, they will be able to
aion T catlier  do so. But with the nuclear
i, \tent, family houschold being rarer
ons.  than itis now, the “special bond
between parents and children
will at least nmmmtrflm‘“ll"-“
e most  other ¢lose relationships tha
alor “:’:’\‘l’:;“ ;l\":”‘lml ir :-“ph- adult and _\ﬂ‘uﬁ‘B\A
The welfare state will enter throughout thir I o
I e (o work,  The range of expericnces an
role models thal Erowing
children will have will probably
e T and given make our presert SHALEEU LG
domestic WOTh JEE iy, practiees look prim
women entft &6 o omen  narrow indeed kit
All of this has freed il None of this will come eas
for the workloree "'di"l.lu e will necd enarmous €conomic
J women Work OUEE resources, palitical will and mass
action. 1t will need legal i
educational work 1@ “WUL
women and ehidren it struge]
cainst old prejudices. -
mzﬂ:‘n‘l;nu‘: it society, which
has broken with €&

Children are still cared for by
their parents, and get their hasic

social

ctions haye, o some
assed to other instilu

d entertain-
s, music,

mov

spect
peaple’s
relaxation.

A
supports those un:
\|Inr:\. n technology h..;
improved the speed and ease 0

marfie
¢ home.
IlIl! he family though still
is not as central an
control for capitalist
ce was. S0 we see
ey a5 11 onee W :
"m sexual freedom. mul: ; :
1age. ‘ s
Jn\pu:mdulm.upr“; s roen vilh Ig:i:'w
o vl begin this process-
hu aliernative living  can even i b proces

jmpartant
ey of

gre
frequent
the growt
families A
grrangements.
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AUL KEATING's budgel
had lots of objeclianab_le
features, but one thing in
particular got my back up.
Under pressure from the
NSW Labor machine, which
has a state election coming
up, he restored full “negative
gearing” for rental property.
Negative gearing is a tax
dodge. Inveslors borrow money
1o busy buildings, then write the
repayments off on their tax. They
end up owning the buildings, at
our expense. The government
guite rightly restricted this in
1985,

Ever since then, landlords and
their estale agent cronies have
been screaming aboul a “rental
cnisis”. This year their protesls
climaxed in a masterly
propaganda campaign. The
media gave them
repeating over and o

| cr

ven though
er, for the
actual the rental
markel are well documented
The Real Estate Instilute based
ils campaig
for “va
fairly low (supg
tight rental markel
cilies, though es|
Sydney. This was
limits on negative gearing, whick
had allegedly d
out of the rental m

e lax
vacancy rat
Jowerin most cap
then, they've risen Or
slalistics themselves, it se
that if anything the restric
on negative gear

e exceplions are Perth
re a shortage of rer
accommodalion has existe
1o the America’'s Cup (it
situation is now improving
rapidly) and Sydney dney
does have real problems, as
anyone who has had 1o cho
between various cockroa
infested slums can testify
So anything that actually
increased the numbers of flats
and units in Sydney would be a
goedthing. Bul whathas Kealing
done? Has he made more money
available for public housing? Mo,
Nousing aid 1o the states has
been cul back, although in NSW
and elsewhere tens of thoysands
ol people are on public housing
wating hsts.
Has he offered tax incentives

The plague on
all our houses

THE AUSTRALIAN

;.:;ﬁn-'uu;_;th _the roof

| Prices
When to kis:
paodbya to 5,

haine

tion
buildings, at thi
FesUrmacied neg

=
Th:

could say more about this

disgraceful cave-in to
parasites, but there are other
aspecls of housing in Australia
worth a comment.

We all know this country is the
home of the priy
m

is usuall

Ausltralian tradition”, but it

ittle o do with that
Until well after or

only a little over hall of dwelli

were owned by

their occupie
o 1086 10 C
T0% by the mid-sixties,
occurred at a time when i
Population of “traditional
Australians was t diluted b
overseas immigrants. It w.
Product of deliberate governm
policy
Creating vast cuter suburban

=1 Prices leap
amid panic

THE PRIVATE house building
industry is praised as a motar
of economic growlh. Through a
series of economic “multipliers,
we are lold, it stimulales olher
industries, from bricks 1o
whilegoods. But the realily is not
so simple.
v L

Industries |r

private housir T
drains capital from them
others. Each year. r
Poured private housing
would be needed for a ren
based public housing N
This is because a large chunk of
hat capital is siphaned off inte
Unproductive areas: inlo
COnveyaneir agents’ fees
auctioneers' fees, newspaper

Ne like,
€, blteach tima

CIALIST housing sector
ke some dramalic

a downright reac

affinity far th

Whal clearer argument -:o!m:l
there be for building a lefiwing

alternative to the ALP?
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W
Rabuka cracks
down

WITH POWER securely in his
hands, Fijian military dictator
Colonel Rahuka s showing his

colours.

In late October he suspended
all democralic rights. In
contempt of the Hindu and
Moslem majority aof the
papulation. he has dcg\nn-d
Christianity the official religion.

He has attacked the trade
unions, the last real protection
that most Fijians of any race sull
Have. Unionists werc among the
first victims of the military
crackdown, with arrests
harussment, and even violence
commonplace

Liftle more than a week after
the second coup, Rabuka sent
his troops to close down and
occupy the offices of the Fij
Trade Uniion Congress (FTUC)
and the Public Service
Association (PSA].

The PSA is the largest union
in Fiji. with som¢ 40,000
members. and has been the
backbone of the union-based
Fijian Lahour Party. Deposed
prime minister Bavadra and his
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finance minister Mahendra
Chaudhry are past and present
PSA leaders. During the period
between the coups, the PSA led
resistance to the 1595 w cut
imposed on all public servants.

Rabuka has banned all
industrial action strikes,
hans, go-slows, demonstrations.
Warkers used all of these actions
1o resist the first coup in May.

Rabuka has not banned
wnions outright. He has talked
instead of the “responsiblc
wnionism™ al Singapore, wher
the government controls the
unions hy appointing their
officials.

It may not even come Lo that
in Fiji. There is a layer of union
afficials prepared to collaborate
with the dietatorship.

Rahuka’s mew minister for
industrial relations is Tanicla
Vietata, head of the dock
waorkers' union. James Raman,
general seeretary of the FTUC
has already shown a willingness
1o make deals with Rabuka In
return for vague promises and
minor concessions. Raman has
done Rabuka’s bidding in
calling on Australian unions to
1ift their bans on Fijian trade.

T'o their discredit, the ACTL
leaders have taken Raman’s
advice. They refused 1o even
hear Noor Dean, who represents
eight unions {and two-thirds of
all unionists) which are for
imposing serious bans.

W

Last month not
a beauty, Nuke

RADIATION

IF THERE was anyone
anywhere who still believed that
nuclear energy for peaceful

purposes was a good idea, events
of the last month must have
surely disillusioned them.

In Bra an abandoned
cancer radiotherapy machine
was broken up and distributed
by a scrap metal dealer. It was
full of highly radioactive
caesium-137. Already four
people are dead and 250 more
have suffered contamination
Bodies are being buried in lead-
lined coffins sealed with cement

In , scientists are
grappling with the problem of
how 1o do away with a erippled
atomic power plant. The
Canadian-buill plant has been
crippled by leaks since 1981, and
although the reactor is no longer
used and there is no immediate
danger. an earthguake or
human damage could unleash a
disaste

Following the Russian
example at Chernobyl and
encasing the whole plam in
concrete is deseribed as “difficult

A nuclear headache: Control
room of India's leaky reactor

and complex™ (read: expens

Meanwhile, British journalists
have identified Sudan as the
centre of a worldwide trade in
nuclear cne and
weapans components. So now
we know where all those Non
Proliferation Pact breaches are
non-proliferating from. |
better?

BICENTENARY w

Blacks say
no to Expo

A GROUP of A gines and
white supporters picketed the
Expo Planning meeting at the
Parkroyal Hotel in Brisbane on
October 29.

Director Lew Edwards
recently stated that blacks were
supporting Expo. Most
and see it as an integral pa
the [988 celebration of the
invasion.

A proposed drama spect
5 likely to collapse
black actors are refusing to
te. Only five of the
twelve roles have been filled

PRIVATISATION ‘w

SL snubs move
to stop sell-off

FROM time to time, members
of the ALP Left like to assure
revolutionary socialists that the
best way to fight Bob Hawke's
sell-ouls is from insid,
Party.

Which 15, presumably, why
Victoria's Socialist Left has just
refused Lo support moves by
Hawke's own Labor Unity
tamqu\ 1o warn him Lo back off
an privatisation plans

The anti-privatisation moves
tame from the Storem
Packers Union

e Labor

n and
one of the

powers  inside

Lab
They are o, Ll

ANErY at Lakgry
decision to sell off parts of (b
Naval Dockyards and Goyegy,
ment  Aireraft

aclory
Melbourne L

Moves thal i)
) yment by 900 fah,
Many of the jobs being los| g

those of storemen .\Illj.lm\.;jllrt\“
ywhy wouldn't the Soelalis
Left support them? Well,
seems that John Halfpenny's
Al ted Metal Waorkers
Union got the inside running iy
negotiations on the sel
Canberra, and did rat

r b
lor itsell. The AMWL
course, a big wheel inside the
Socialist

And the whole lousy deal has
been done in consultation with
the ACTL and the Socialist
Left 't want to break an
unde nding with Simon

Crean, would 1t? Not
sake of a lousy 900 jobs

w

Tech teachers
cop a shocker

ANOTHER group of workers
has fallen victim to the two tier
wage system. This e, it's
Victoria's teachers in fertiary
technical college:

At the urgin
officials, mbers of the

hnical Teachers Union of
yria (T TUV) have aceep
rise in exchange for
g productivity

L {or the

WAGE DEAL

their union

I'hese je-offs include a
220; increase in annual te i
hours (from 614 to ), and an
increasc in maximum classroom
hours per week from 18.5 to 26
After-hours teaching will be
compulsory and the time-and-a-

half penalty has been aboli
leave will be rostel
leges to stay open 48
and the 10 wecks
e (which teachers
use 1o plan courses i keep up
1o date) is not expected 10 fast

weeks a

non-class

long.

Contract staff, 807 of whom
are women, will soon be ou
work

The Cain government
cestatic. By its calculations, the
worth at least &
in produetivit

trade-off
20

and all
Other state governments are
watching enviously. Technical
ents in Victoria now cost
$4.70 an hour to train (down
from $5.04) the cheapest
education of its type 1f
Australia

A nasty precedent has been
set, Teachers in other states will
have to make sure it doesnt
spread

CORRUPTION

Fitzgerald finds pigs knee-d

in swill

UEENSLAND'S Fitz-
gerald Inquiry is four
months old and still going
strong.
Whal is the story so far?
Most of the press are too
jealous to admit it, but the
inquiry was triggered by a Four
Corners program on 11 May this
year. The program was full of
shock horror stuff about police

corruption, but it did not
actually reveal anything that
residents of Brisbane didn’t

already know

It simply said that Brisbane
like all eities, has a number of
brothels and gambling houses
and that the cops take a share of
the profits

It was nothing particularly
ut it did expose the
itical depths of the
minal legal system. After all
we are told that the virtuous
boys in blue merely uphold the
law. They look decidedly less
viTtL when they are revealed
as beneficiaries of the profits
from activitics which are, after
all. illegal

The blem also made Joh
Bjelke-Petersen's bible-
thumping look a bit silly

The Fitzgerald Inquiry was
probably designed to obscure
the simple facts behind a
smokescreen of cxplanations
about how incredibly difficult

Russell Hinze: named

il

the policeman’s job is.

For the first few weeks, it went
according to plan. Commissioner
Lewis droned on about how
difficult it s to slamp out
prostitution.

Junior police complained that
the laws on prostitution and
illegal gaming made convictions
very hard to obtain. The yellow
press let off predictable outrage
and called for stiffer laws.

Then in the next phase of [§

evidence, police from intcrnal
secunty umts were doing their
Jjobs as best they could. Again,
the press was more or less
content. The virtuous could be
expected to sniff oul the bad
apples

Y THE time the actual

controllers of the brothels
and casinos were in the box, a
very clear pattern had emerged.

The operators named in the
terms of reference Hapeta,
the Bellinos, and Conte
would admil to more or less
anything but one of Four
Cormer's charges. They
steadfastly refused to admit they
had anything to do with “police
corruption”

Yes we run brothels. yes we
run casinos, but give moncy Lo
police? No, never!

This picture was being
painted quite micely until a
Detective Sergeant Harry
Burgess had a fit of conscience,
and admitted to receiving and
passing on bribe money from the
prostitution and gambling
industry

Burgess said that Commis-
stoner Lewis knew about and
ted this cash flow. As the
say, this was mere

ay. But for those in the
know, it was enough. Assistant
Commissioner Graeme Parker,
a long-time associale of Lews,
admitted that he too had. been
corrupt, and offered 1o name
names in return lor indemnity
from prosecution, Lewis was
suspended for the duration of

the inquiry (on full pay. poor
chap). i
At the time of writing.

another two policemen have
decided to desert the sinking
ship and admit 1o corruption in
return for indemmiics With
Russell Hinze the big)
o be implicated so
tl‘m cnll’[\‘lng out by the day, the
inguiry promises 1o run for a few

months yet

HE NET result, then, is that
T(hrFum{'nmm allegations
have been confirmed.

Anyway, 50 W hat?

public lo speak up against
crime: now his cronies are, and
naming him

Al this stage we must note a

comspicuous  omission  from
the Inguiry. 1t is supposed Lo
investigate whether Hapeta, the
Bellinos, and Conte arc involved
in prostitution, gambling, drugs,
and police corruption. Whilst
the evidence on corruption has
leaked out, the Inquiry has
remained conspicuously  silent
about drugs.

There may be a good reason
this. The drug industry 15
much bigger and more
profitable than prostitution or
gambling

All the shock horror
revelations we've seen so far
would look trivial incomparison
10 an aceurate revelation about
police involvement in the drug
trade. We'll see.

Not that the left should get
{00 exciled about the guestion of
corruption. Corruption 15 only
one by-product of the whaole
criminal legal system.

Drug-taking and gambling,
and most other victimless
are criminalised because

CTIMES.
! Hut

they {hreaten the work ethic.
allthe criminal law in the v-_uth.l
will not step capitalism [rom
making @ buck from human

needs.

Alienation and oppression
produces & market for drugs
The nstitution of marridge
roduces @ market for
prostitution The worship of

money produces a market [or

ambling }
; There will always be @ few

entrepreneurs willing to step 1N
The criminal [aws are simply 2

Tairly elose 1o the tru
said. “The
prrosecuting  prosiifures rather

prostifurion

-deep

Torm'of licensing,

An_Inspector’ B’LﬂEd “came
when he
nmain reason fur

than the wwners is 1o exhibit
some form of control over

This control is the reason why
some brothelowners flourish,
and others don't.

As the Four Corfiers program
showed, Hapeta hecame the big
noise in prostitution because he
had police sponsorship. Rival
brothels were prosecuted out of
Iusiness,

Similarly, Antonio Bellino's
casinos have a police-backed
monopoly of the Brishane
market,

. ORRUPTION arises

mply because the police,
seeing all the profits flowing
under their supervisory noses,
claim (heir share.

In fact, there is a good reason
whythe word “bribery” has been
rarely spoken at the inguiry.
“Bribery” implies that police
waork for crims. The reality is the
opposite. The crims work for the
police

This particularly annoys some
of the law and order brigade.
They wish for a clean police
force, that would refrain from
skimming profits itself, and
confine its activities to
protecting the profit bludgers.

Fitzgerald is unlikely io
achicve this. Inquiries of this
sart have been trying for decades
1o squeeze Lhe corruplion pus
from the capitalist boil.

Yet the eorruption goes om.
As long as there is money 1o be
made from drugs, gambling, or
whatever, the cops will 1ake a

cul.

Of course, if drug-taking was
decriminalised, then prices
would fall, profits would shrivel,
and so would corruption. But
that simple idea never crosses
the minds of the law and order
brigade

And no doubt, i drugs were
decriminalised then the police
would grafl in other argas.

Therefore, the only way fo
prevent profit-making by police
would be to abolish all profit-
making. Or all police. Sounds

ight illegal.
dwnrig M YEREY et Al
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OMINATION of one
national group by
another is a commonplace
ground the world. It is
particularly offensive when
carried out by a regime which
calls itself “socialist”.
Take China’s relationship
with Tibet, for example In the
last few weeks. Tibetans have
been demonstraling against the
Chinese hold on their country
In turn, the Chinese have
apened fire, cracked down and
virtually sealed off what they
regard as their “prov ince”.
These were no ordinary
demonstrations, either.  They
were organised by young
Buddhist monks. The [irst of
them. in late Seplember. was
fairly small, and only hit the
headlines because it way the first
insome thirty ycars. The
on October 1 (China™s national
day). involved al least two
thousand people. Demonstrators
set vehicles and a police station
alight, Police firing left an
unknown number of people
dead and injured

A third demonstration was
surround by the People’s
Armed Militia. About eighty
protestcrs were arrested and
apparently be; up. The

ccondd.

of

libetan independence, and for
ihe Chincse to leave
They produced a major

every
Tibelan
demonsirations all called for PRI
tives of British and
imperialism
1o add to their Indian empire.
the latter to make

1o return

For

100

stripe. The cal
independence’

reaction from the Beijing 404 from

regime. Just like its counterpart
in South Alrica. one of its first
aclions was to chuck out all the
foreign journalists. It loudly
blamed the US forallthetrouble  and

because the Congress had
listened to a speech by the Dalai
Lama (head of Tibetan
buddhism), It poured troops
and police into Lhasa, the
Tibetan capital, and with their
presence, plus much display of
weaponry, it prevented any  The
lurther “disturbancy

for

ORKING out where (o
stand on the Tibetan issue
is mo simple task.

It s true that the People’s
Republic of China forcibly
invaded the country in 1950, But
the situation that existed there
beforchand was nothing 1o write
home about
Tibet was a theocracy (a
religion-based sociery) in which
powerlul monasteries virtually
wnvniedd not only the land, but the
peasants who worked i It was
this sociely which the Daly
Lama headed. and presumably
Lo which he and bis monks wish

the

E:
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could
significance of an “independe
pro-American) Tibcl

given animpending commun
hina
supporters could see the samc
thing. The invasion of Tibet was
act of the 1949

{read

inferior
en today
remirks like
cufiure”,

So keen were the British on
Tibetan independence that the
invaded the |
1904
they extracte
advantages

Concern
independence broke out
the same yua

On both o

years before ihe

the

m the former

inroads in the regional markets

ace wice, in | BBE

asions

or commercial

far Tibetan

ters whi clory

Chinese  Communist

armies loomed in the late 1940
Americ
now

in particular
see Lhe milit

o Zedong and his

last
revolution

IBETANS have suffered ai
the hands of the Chinese.
The dominant Wan national
ity of China has a tendency 10
regard

other nationalities as

sy

Iy Tibetans
Han afficials drop
Tibwetans have o

governm ended
with the Cult lution in
the late 1960s, when rampaging
Red Guards (many of whon
were Tibeta
thousands of monasteric

Since then
admitted “mistakes
siluation  has onl

d many

¥ impr
marginally. Palice brutality
against Tabetans is routine. It is
no surp. that in the

demonstr
attacks on Han civilians
businesses

HAT THEN is the
socialist position on this
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national ehauyinism ol
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Lenin attacked

attitude Loy
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o delend 1
Irom the onska
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Lyical Russian burcaue
No doubl this cou be
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olficials in Tibet

Hut wha
independence

We support the victory of the
libetan -~ movement
reasons,  Firstly
¥ielory for that movement
twhether partial or otherwise)
would r_)u.'nmpmllw laceto the
Tepressive, state capitalist regime
i I!cmng It would weaken that

t ol Tibetan
y

for two
because any

vhich is alrcady facing
[ nient  ar
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s antag c
the open. When one
is dom
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[ibet 15 extremely
Militarily. China s
ng on (o it. Despite

noises from the US Congress
neither the US ne i
in the v

“independenc
from the Chine !
] wn reactionary elem
from the bhackward
eConomic pos it which
the world market pushes them
That can only be achieved i
is linked to the liber of the
rest of the exploi
oppressed in China — the other
norities, ihe poor peasants
and the working class.
del Leckwood

The madness of the market

HE STOCKMARKET
crash of Monday 19 |

October has forced even the
grossest apologists for \
capitalism to admit the depth |
\

the Philippines and Poland 1o
western banks, But these are
only cxpressions of the
uncvenness of the underlying
problem. They are symploms,
not causes,

WHEN PROFITS WERE RAISED
AID THE CRITILS WERE ToLD
THEY WERE DREAMING ?

of man nternational
economic problems.

It has driven home that
capitalism can only be
understood as an international
system, And the 20ta 40 percent
drop in share prices on markets
e world has pro
governments 10 inten:
1o force the bu

The measures treasurers and
central - bankers around  the
world arc taking to stabilise the
situation in wake of the
stockmarkel crash are only
treating the symploms ¥

They have promised 1o keep
interest rates down, Lo
counteract the coniraclionary
effects of the share slump. They
say they will prop up the US
dollar 10 maintain international
monciary stability and to restore
S economy.
This is because the US dollar s

Now THE COASTER WAS TIFPED
AL THE BROKERS WAVE FLIPPED!
HOLD ON TIGHT AND

WATT FoR THE SCREAMING

around

USA and Australia
Hawke will be

lic spending that
benefit the rich
On the wage-cuttin

. 1V the main medium of infer
the attempied postpo { national exchange. and despite

- | the fact that the weakness of the

\ge cast was of nomy makes it less
pebble before the la us
By 15 they blame LS e of

crash does
A fair bit ¢
buted
of the market before

who solc

1L mean very
th has by
those wheo

Or  borrow And th

dollar tends to decline.

n : ull run” turns. factors are

N THE medium term it won't
1o possible to prop up the U'S

on waorld  dollar or hold down intercst
used 1o be.  rates

The fundamental problem is
one of profit rates. These have

weslern major
his and the

according to the
: L sanisation for Economic
b e Cobperation and Detelopment
faster than dividends, will tend

The accompanying graph shows
how serious the decline has besn,
de imbalances between
USA. far
example. are the result of the
difference in profit rates between
two couniries. Japanese
capital is more profitable and
clitivethan US capital. But
Japan, profit rates are
tly lower than they
were LWenLy YEdrs ago.
Twiddling with inferest and
exchange rates will mol

Lo push up interest rates. And if
1 hat will make
in productive

EAGAN and his Secretary
for the Treasury Baker
¢ argued, like the leaders of
all the other private capitalist
countries including Australia,
that the fundamentals in their
ny are OK

lly feel or se
im on real wealth
1 factories. buildings
machine

iems

discase. There are internationak
trade imbalances, There are
ps associated with the
¢ indchiedness of

:|~ like Mexico, Brazil
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AS PUBLIC servanis
know, Labor ministers
make lousy hosses. Now
the personal stall 9!
Senator Gareth Evans is
discovering the same
thing

Evans has & nasty
habit of asking his stal
to do something, then
changing his mind
without telling them
When they finish the
task, he bawls them out
for getting it wrong

So bad has it become,
{hat he recently gave one
secretary a furigus blast
far not producing coffee

after he had asked for
16a To play safe, the
secretary now brings
both, Just in case his
ip changes his
the kettle is

boiling!
Expo lo expire?
THE SMELL of disaster
i5 starling lo hang over
Brisbane’s Expo 88.
Only one other statein
Australia has enrolled in
it, despite the deadline
for enrolments being
extended four times.
And only three American
states have enrolled in
the white shoe brigade's
version of a church fete.
Could be a fitting
debacle for Bjelke to
bow out on?

A man of principle
MELBOURNE motor-
mouth and prize pig
Derryn Hinch has made
much of his right 10
speak out of late, having
just spent a couple of
well-deserved weeks in
prison for repeatedly
using his Radio 3AW
talkback show to
prejudice the trial of a
priest on sex charges
Of course, Hinch's
concern for free speech
was a lol less evident
when he started the
three-year witch-hunt of

v 100 gflt?d
for some people!

Downwardly mobile

TIMES is toughfor the rich Agroup of Texan oilmen
have formed the Nalional Association of Formerly

7] Wealthy Persons :
To qualily, you must answer gu stions such as
Have you had the telephone removed from your
persanal vehicle in the past year?" And you must be
;mlerop..m-a!hmvuu'rednwnlovomIﬂstszm Jall

Stockmarkel turns
teddy-bearish
THE MOST incisive
comment on the stock-
market crash came from
a Melbourne University
economist on the 7.30
Report.

He apologised that he
couldn't properly analyse
the antics of the players

teacher Alisan Thorne
for advocating 1the
lowering of the age of
consent

So we weren'l oo
shocked to see the great
man of principle raise
the art of brown-
tongueing one's
employer o new heights
just befare he trotted off
to jail. "“She's a
wonderfully clever and
charming wife," gushed
Hinch about Janet
Holmes a Court, as scon
as hubby Robert had
taken over 3AW.

Hinch, may we
suggest, isawonderfully
clever and charming
argument for life
imprisonment in certain
contempt-of-court cases!

The Right person
for the job

KEN HENDERSON,
Tory candidate for
Rochdale council in
England, is a former
member of the neo-Nazi
National Front and
British Mational Party.
He still supports the
repatriation of non-white
immigrants.

What does he do fora
crust?

Henderson is colour
mixer for a textile firm!

in the share game. Why?
Bacause he had never
completed his degree in
child psycholagy.

Ignorance is bliss

WHEN the Queensland
cabinet was considenng
its now-infamous raid on
condom wvending
machines. Joh Bjelke
Petersen came up with
one guestion that
stopped discussion in its
tracks.

What is a “condom'?

No, his caolleagues
didn't have explainthe
birds and beesio the 76-

year-old premier. But in
almost eight decades.
he'd never once heard
the correct term used
he'd always called them
“french letters’

This is the man who
doesn’l believe sex
education is needed in
Queensland schools

What's in a name?

THE BRITISH nuclear
industry's PR geiger
counter goes berserk at

should sack its safety
officer

any mention of h:r?z PRME 15 g Ral]
Chernobyl

Sightseersat Sellatield ~ Salety on the job
nuclear power station

ONAL power
have their
as well
security guard
pulting up a flag al
Enaland’s High Manham
power station had his
badly bruised
the metal pulley
on him
agement was
g up the flag to

are ferried around a
train. Each carriage has
a woman's name. One is
called Carol.

It used to be cal
Cheryl.

Cryplic comment

WORKING on the same
principle, maybe Th
Mile Island pow

d

e

rstation

l [ told you not to

“of 100 accident-

o |
eat so much! rking days.

Gimme that ol' time religion

® Harpers Magazine in the US reports the resulls of
netuous Re n

maonitoring the
his Old Ll
program, Falwell
contributions!

® The stockmark
reverential respol
Cardinal from the 1

Go

spent 26

rash has pro s a suitably
from the Vatican Said a
member Pontifical Council for
economic affairs, “One must have confidence in
Providence — on Monday we lost but on Tuesday we
recovered a bit

® And we've just received the menu from Shepherd
One, the Pope's private jet, on his tour of the US
earlier this year. The Little Father with the Big
Fortune was offe ham, lobster, caviar, steak,
shrimps, cheesi hoice of nine wines, coffes, tea
and brandy. No wonder he collapses on his belly
whenever he hits the tarmac!

FROM PAGE §

The crash

overcome this problem. thou,
it omight put off the
recession a lide longer. The

government seems Lo have given
the nod 0 a couple of large
banks 10 lower interest rates

while some

slate-own
financial in

problem.

Sinee the eurrent erisis staried
i the mid-1970s. state

next

utions in France
actually started to buy shares (o
stabilise markets dur ing the
crash. These steps probably did
reduee the panic. But they don't
deal with the wnderlying

interventions
mark

that of the 19305
gh  been at the cost of
some  of
dramatic

ed
and

AGE
cuthacks in

sumewhat,
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into
s and areas of production
have succeeded in preventing a
downturn as sharp and deep as
But this has

the problems. The

shakeout,
widespread  bankrupteies and
sery high unemployment, that a
deep slump would cause would
have helped reduce wage-related
capital costs for the
surviving companics.

restraint
wage may improve profil rates

The cuts necessary 1o really
restore profits. would r

varous  smashing

profonging

with Since the
volatile,
largcly
individ

Just how

and
the social
market,

regquire  reflects (he

organisations and dismantling
the welfare state with a ferocity
thateven Thatcher and Reagan
have not dared display. Such
fascist solution 1s not yet on the
Agenda in a developed country

markels have been increasis
international
beyond the control of
governments.  The
stockmarket crash demonstrated
integrated
Gapitalism is on all levels.
are no longer several national
Stockmarkets but
linked
and operating 24 house a day
Phis international casino only

real cconomy through trade and
and
internationalisation ol
praduction. Many commoditics
are no longer produced in any
country. A
car may inelude
from half a dozen
intrics

integration of the
world economy emphasises the
impossibility ol
solution to the probl
capitalism in any one
Socialism |
capitalism th X
apitali — not
alism
left  nati

working class

mon flows the

ible

identifi

late 1960s.

money
Iy
and

world
There

one world
eleetranically

miegration ol the Rick Kulit

E\ ER SINCE there has been a left
wing movement in this country,
sections of it have looked to radical
Australian nationalism as a short cut to
mass influence. Typically they argue
that it can be anti-imperialistand lead to
a political challenge to the system, and
point to the Eureka stockade as a
classic example.

That's why the Eureka flag is so common

discoveries were publicised

B52 ther

almost half the total male population of the
far fewer women,

cofthe

There were
The colonial state demanded & sh
action, In 1851 they instructed miners Lo pay
30 shillings per month for a miner’s Licenee
This made the miners an exploited elass
exploited like p
Where th
be resistance
class st
Governor LaTrobe doubled the licence fee
The Red Ribbon League organised
demonstrations on the goldfields which
forced LaTrabe to withdraw the incredss
Having achieved this, however the League
seems to have dissolved. After that the
goldfields were relatively guict until 1854
In 1851 and 1852 the miners were m inly

asants by tax

1s exploitation there tends 10
I'hat's why history is a saga of
In December 1851 Victorian

Artist's impression of the fighting at the Stockade

The myth of Eureka
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ers Were
er hunts.
brutality

hem |005:
1 horsebac

placed (0

v

lawful custody by being chained to a log
The folksongs tell the story

After the early success of the Red Ribbon
the miners’ resistance to taxes and
harassment s
prabably resulied [rom their conditions of
Jabour, They were not umited in work like
wage labourers, but independent producers,
after the quick buek. They were economic
rivals and claifn jumpers

Like the French peasantry described by
Karl Marx the miners were collected
together like potatoes in a sack The

potatoes might never have organised but for |
twao factors. Firstly, the grocer wenl on the

offensive. Secondly, some of the potatoss l
had been upraated from the British labour |

mavement
HE OFFENSIVE started in September |
1954, when Viclorian goyernor
(ham ordered that the digger hunts be
increased in frequency, from twice & month
{0 cight times a month.

Soon after this the wx colleeting
authorities, who doubled as coroners and !
magistrates, absolved Bently (8 publican) H

from the killing of Scubie (a miner).
The anger of the miners was given some
cohgrence by former English Chartists.
They had brought with them from England
4 simple recipe for organisation Ih‘.-Ilcu
and posters, then speakers and resol ut;um
then collections and membership tiekets
They organised a mecting on 11 Dm:lmr:j
and collected 1wo hm;d_mj pounds rlcnn
money to be offered 2" I:'r"'m:‘l‘lm leading |
* conviction of Scobie’s Killer :
m:i!:—.ntnlhll the miners .uln:dd_} had their
y burnt Bently’s pub to the

suspicions, (e
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= The state attacked: the miners organised
defensively. This pattern was repeated Nve
{\imes. up o thesixth and linal attack onthe
stockade.

Miners were repeatedly arrested, A
committee was st up to defend them, then
‘on Il Novemher a mass meeting of miners
on Bakery Hill founded the Ballarat Reform
L eague. it adopted the demands of English
Chartism, demanding also the removal of
the tax collectors and the abolition of the
licence tax, It elected three leaders
Humflray and Kennedy. former Chartists.
and Frederick Vern, a participant in the
1848 revalution in Germany.

On 25 November three miners were
convieted ol arson, After a delegation failed
Lo secure their release. a 10.000 strong mass

meeting on 29 November moved that the
miners burn their licences. They did so ina
Tamous honfire,

On the next day and state launched a
digger hung. Shots were fired. stones were
thrown al iroopers. many were arrested and
the Riot Act was read. When the miners
headed for their traditional meeting place
an Bakery Hill. the Chartists were hiding
they were “moral force™ men who opposed
violence. Peter Lalor stepped into the
leadership vacuum and was elected
Commander in Chicl. The armed mincrs
marched to Bakery Hill and buill a
stockadc.

There were |50 miners in the stockade
that night, but by the early hours of the
lollowing Sunday the forces were much
weaker. Three hundred troapers stormed
the stockade, killing 24 of its defenders and
arresting 150. Twelve were charged with
Arcason,

-

IF You unpERSTAND THE
PARLIAMENTARY SVSTEM ..

SUBSCRIBE TO

Sociaist |
AcTioN =

10 issues

§7 20issues .. §13
Name .

really.

But the miners were not broken, They
went on an effective tax steike, Sympathy

demonstrations  in

acquittal Tor all those charged with treason.
wvernment set up @ Commission of

The
Inguiry.

The Commission made an important  bef
the returns on underground
mining were less per miner than wages, so
economic distress would in time clear the The mi
goldfields more effectively than troope:
the licence tax could be scrapped and
replaced with a cheaper Miner's Right,
which carried with it the right to vote for the
Legislative Council. Lalor and Humff
were elected to the Legislative Counci

discovery

conservative politicians.
But il the
successes

many today

HAT WAS the end of the [I.‘IV.(‘I(:I
stockade. Not much of an uprising,

Eurcka struggle had its mc
it never had the nationalist or
anti-imperialist implications imagined by

.S having

colonising

Were
ay  imper

as

Only one person conn,

ore Paul Keatin,
breath. Ou
Australian tax a

any anti-impenialist quali

boriginal lands and cony

them to capitalist private Property
making a g

struggles a,

raised the slogan CI‘UL_‘,";‘""!-mu,
\_ndtp\:mhl'u.t the editor of ‘:“lralmu
Tinres. None of the Ballarag an,[: Ballgrg
manifestos raised the slogan ““]“jﬂm'
Melbourne led to  none of (he rebels thought e o)
fighting for it. The Tinres ‘.d-‘m’r‘-“ Were
simply meant independence from ;Innlll
tax authorities. And that h it

5 eXistey g
nce
5 grandparengs drey
ny Loday is the 100 per o
horities. gy

annot be portrgyeq [

aniribution 1o e
ion of the continen

OR \Ii'l-. they part of the lahoyr
ement’s tradition, except in the

al sense that we look hack to )
ainst oppression. The class of

independent goldminers was extinet by the

class,

along with th

The labour movement, with its tradition
of industrial action such as strikes and its
Tuch greater slaving poiver, can learn far
experiences of the
sons who won the eight hour day in
|&56, Or from the Industrial Workers of the
wiorld who fought the class struggle in the

rs of this century. Or from the
Communist-led Militant Minority
movement of the thirties or from the Green

more [from the

slone

early yea!

more recent times.
tradition

One his

parliamenta
maintained o
supported  not

subfra
The Eurcka [la

Gorbachev reinterprets Trotsky

ONE OF the prob-
lems of Gorbachev's
glasnost palicy
is that there are
so many skeletons in
Russia's cupboard
that opening the
door even slightly on
twentieth century
Soviet history is
likely to produce a
very considerable
rattle.

Among the biggest of
these skeletons are the in-
famous Moscow rrials of
the mid-thirties, in which
virtually the entire
Bolshevik leadership of
1917—with the exception
of Stalin, of course—was
wiped our on the pretext
that it consisted of
saboteurs, traitors and
foreign agents

It has long been
admitted —ever since
Khruschev's speech to the
Twentieth Congress of the
CPSU in |956—that these
trials were monstrous
frame-ups

But the question of off-
icially rehabilitating the de.
fendants has been of some
symbalic importance in the
whole reform process, In
particular it raises the ex-
tremely vexed question (for
the Sovlet bureaucracy) of
Leon Trotsky

The majority of the de.
fendants at the trials, men

Address ey like Bukharin, Zinoviev and
. Kamenev, are essencially
S e histerical figures—Stalin's

i InnEncel\l vlctims.
" ven before the trial
i 5
';'l:’::lz;:,la..,.,,..n 2088 they had compromised
o Socialist Action capitulated and debased

] hi before Stalin,
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Trotsky was
ferent. e was the prin-

dif-

ciple defendant in
absentia—the alleged
heart of all the alleged
anti-Soviet conspiracies.
But he never recanted
or capitulated,

Rather he continued—
right to the moment of his
assassinatlon In 1940—to
subject the whole
phenomenon of Stalinism
to devastating attack.

He was, therefore, not
primarily a victim but a pali-
tical opponent who at
EVery stage posed a con-
erete political aleernative to
Stalin. From 1933 onwards

he called on the Russian
workers to rise in revo.
lution against their bureau
eratic appressors

The critique Trotsky
made of the Stalinist
bureaucracy—of its crush-
ing of werkers' demotracy,
its gross privileges and
arrogance, ts reactionary
soclal policles, is per-
on ef Marxist-Leninist
ne and its counter-

to
or without

Trotsky in
il not content him
self with literary broadsides

He organised a political

movement which em
bodied his anti-Sealinism
and linked it to the strategy
of International saocialist
revolution which Stalin had
decisively abandoned and
which, thaugh still small, re
malns in existence
Thus, whereas the likes of
Bukharin and Zinoviev could
be and have been re
habilitated relatively
painlessiy, Trotsky Is an EX-
tremely hot potato
Mevertheless, Gorbachey
clearly wants to make
possible samething
approximating to 2 factual
account of Russian histery
And this cannot be done
without coming to terms
with the arganiser of the
October insurrection, the
first leader of the Red Army
and the head of the lelt
oppesition in the 19205
Consequently the
bureaucracy has recently
taken a few halting steps it

the direction of ar least
acknowledging Trotsky's
existence.

In his speech at the latest
party congress, Gorbachey
attacked the idea of ex-
porting revelution with
bayonets as “the view of

the left communists and the
Trotskylsts which the party
flrmly rejected

Since then an official
historical article has ad-
mitted that Trotsky

possessed great will and
personal courage while
attacking him for ‘'ex-
cessive ambition, selfish
ness and egoism”

The article goes on taclaim
that the defeat of Trotskyism
was not the work of 5t
that it "wos [d
crushed during Len
time and with Lenin's decisve
participation in the struggle”.

To anyone who

knows the history of
Trotsky's fight against
Stalin it is clear these
comments merely rep-

the big lies of
thirties (Trotsky was a

Nazl agent etc) to the
smaller lles of the
twenties.

In the 1920s when Stalin
had to confront Trotsky as
a direct polirical oppenent
and when his apparatus of
police terror was not yet
fully In place, he sew abour
undermining Trotsky by a
massive eampaign of peli-
tical and persanal slander

Key themes in this cam-
paign were
BThe raking over and
inflation of every minor
and major disagree-
ment berween Trotsky

18605, Their methods of revolt have died

first
te for a bill which

hise, si

class revolt

isn’t even

a  mining
acts as &  is a different
i

iy red.
but frechold

{tself was designed by a

and Lenin over the past
20 years 5o as to depict
“Tratskyism'' as a poli-
tical trend counter-
posed to “Leninism'.
®The exploitation of
fears about Trotsky's
position as Commissar
for War to suggest that
he might use the army
to back his personal
ambitians

mA related suggestion
that Trotsky's oppo-
sition to the Stalinist
doctrine of socialism in
one country involved
sending off the army to
invade ather countries.
®The claim that eppo-
sition to socialism in
one country signified
lack of faith in the
Russian Revolution.

The eurrent obser-
vations are merely 3 rehash
of these old slanders and
none of them will stand the
rest of contact with the real
historical record

Trotsky's relations with
Lenin from 1917 1o Lenins
death were exceptionally
close and it was Trousky t@
whom Lenin turned at the
end of his life foran alliance
against the rising power o
Stalin.

Trotsky never made the

Canadian. When the Australian hoyr s
u(mtt‘d the colonial states into one zqfl i
& o
19000, they also put the southery crosy xl i
their Nag. More recently bty
and racists have heen
anyone on the left. And theircls

3 : 31m 15 hard 1o
dispute. for the Eurcka flag is one :
essentially middle class rather than

That docs not mean we dont sympathise
with the Furcka rebels. We admire the,
resistance as we admirc the shaye .:;1
peasant revolts of older times 7
forgetting that all of them
tic. Peter Lalor's later  elements of political

are  symbolic
striving for a beteer life
But the foree that can bring that better life

of humanily's

class, whose true fag is not blue but deepest

Broups of fascists
s Keen 1o use iy gq
of
Working

without
had important
kwardness. They

continual

the midern working

Eric Pesersen

slightest move to use the
army.

He opposed the only
{partial) attempt to export
revolution by force—the
march on Warsaw in
1920—and never sub-
sequently suggested any
such thing.

It was Trotsky who had
*faith’’ In the socialist
character of the Russian
Revolution when Stalin.
amongst other old
Bolsheviks, had stil not
raised his sights above the
achlevement of bourgeos
demozracy.

But then access to
the full historical record
is preciuly what

SoctausT Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for soclalism: the craati
classiess society in which the ;c%rr'mu-lv\i
will be demacratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions aboul economic and social
lite. Countries like Russia and Gnina are
bureaucratic class socleties, and have
nothing in commen with real socialism

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system The capitalists
will not allow & peaceful, parliamentary
road to sacialism. Their state isa weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revalution
through spontaneous upheavals, The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise loo. Today We work 1o build a
stronger revolutionary movement cut of
the struggles being waged on thejob and
around social protest issues. Tomarrow
we must create a mass workers' party 1o
|ead the strugale for socialism

Internationalism

‘We are internationalists, The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A sociallst revolution cannol
survivewithin asingle country It m\gslbe
spread to other countries or it will fail. Far
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures like pratectionism which turn
the waorkers of one country against
others.

Liberation from Oppression

fight for liberation and against the
:vpepre'ssion of women, blacks, migrants
and gays. All of these forms of op-
pression are used to divide the working
class Thefight againstthemisan 2ssen-
tial part of puilding & united revolution-

Russian workers do not
have and will not get:
Far what It shows 18 that
Trotsky was the real de
fender and continuer of the
Russian Revelution.
Recognition of that—the
anly rehabilitation that
would have [nreresté
Trotsky—will come net
from any geners! secretary
of the party. present ﬂ::r
future, bue only from the
working class when It on(e‘
ain takes the destiny ©
Russla It Its own hands
Jaln Melineus
alisi Werker)

(from

ded
movement. They can only be end
lahrrougn ending capitalism and building
socialism.

Socialist Action
' ood

{or Socialist Action. Its no gooe
v::lllgklﬂg about the world: the paint |5-
Itu change it Marxist theory and pro
pagandaare only meaningful |f12e5;2:;

ide to action. In the unions,

?n‘:)lg:mgms and wherever peaple are
fighting for a better world, snmqlnsls;lazg
mgme thick of the fight It n:ats whel
you want 10 be, join us today!
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Good news in
2 -

Mayekiso trial
SOCIALIST Action members in
who have hur'v acll:w in
defence campaign for Moses
”ﬂ‘:]:ldsn. the socialist trade
\union leader currently on trial in
South Africa for treason, have
been given a big boost by the
news that the trial judge has ruled
hanging as a senlence.
& ngm.ug, the state seemed
likely fo pin the deaths of soldiers
in last year's Alexandra township
uprising direetly onto Mayekiso
1o obtain the death penalty. Now,
like Nelson Mandela, Mayekiso is
too well known and supported for
the &late to simply execule him.
Life impriscnment is still a
distinct possibility however. With
that in mind, the international

solidarity campaign conlinues.
Socialist Aclion members have
been collecting hundreds more
trade unionist signatures to
jpetitions demanding Mayekiso's
release, and wriling 1o left and
centre-left ALP politicians
explaining the case and calling
for solidarity.

BLF picket

WHILE most of the action in
response lo the raid on the BLF
has centred on Melbourne,
Socialist Action members in
Brisbane made sure the issue
was not ignored there.

They organised a lunchtime
picket of Viclour, the Viclorian
government's official tourist
agency, fo demand the return of
:;BLF‘; property seized in the

When pickelers took these
demands into the office, the
manager panicked and called the
palice, who had earlier departed
after harassing the picket about
is placards breaching the Mall
Acl It seems the Victorian
government is happy to invade
union offices, but is  litlle more
touchy when its own offices get
the same treatment!

Day school

SOCIALIST Aclion readers in
Victoria have a chance to discuss
basic Marxist politics in detall.
Melbourne branch is holding a
Day Scheel in Ballaral on
Sunday 29 November. Running
from 10.30am 1o 4.30pm in the
Mature Age Lounge of the Union
Building al Ballaral CAE, it will
{ealure talks and discussion on
What is Capilalism? {10.30-
12.00), The Working Class and
the Struggle for Socialism
:_lig,ean;f‘nn]. and Women's
i g
(SDII-I.WI;.“ and Revaolution
All sessions are free of charge,
and lunch will available for a
neminal price, Lifis from
Melbourne and childcare are alsq
available, though nolice is

they
e

encou

other

A NEW ZEALAND battle
against hospital abuse of
women has come lo
Australia.

In June 1987 Sandra Coney
and Philida Bunkle published an
article exposing the way women
with cervical cancer had been
used as guinea pigs al New
Zealand's National Women's
Hospital (NWH}).

Philida Bunkle iscurrently on
a speaking tour to  gather
finaneial and moral support so
they can the
which the Government 1
up into the treatment of women
with cervical cancer at NWH
Sandra is not being paid to
atlend the inguiry, but the
inguiry solicitor is being paid
$700 a day
Philida spoke to & roomful of
nterested women on 15 Octobe
a the Nurses' Union Buil
Brishane,

She and Sandra wrote the
article
appositio
fertilization
felt IVE was not the answer to
infertility in women. It costs (oo
much for most women 1o a
and there is only a 57
ralc

The da
tubes which |
overwhelmin,

5

because of their

SUCCESS

primary  health
women present with pelvic p.
doctors tend 1o

quiliscrs when t
antibiotics. Just onc untre
case of pelvic infection h
8% chance of making a w
infertile, and repeated inf
raise the chances
In 1966, seventy th
with carcinoma in situ
selected by Dr Herb Gree
study in order to "
aatural course
The women were

informed of what
happening to them, did nof

never
W

v

their consent and werent 1old
could

seek tr

ment

ent of these

women went on to develop

invasive cer;

cal cancer, but they
Il remained untreated.

Dr Grecn has been very active
in anti-abortion campaign
ing doctors and nurs
to refuse to have anything 1o do
with abortion operations.

I'he inquiry has brought out
_ abuses of women, For
Instanee, medical students learn
Lo examinc women internally
[Without their consent) while
they are anaesthetised lor other
operations, As many as filteen
students can turn up in an
operating theatre to practise
inserting and removing IUD's in

e y November, Fo
further details, call (03) 380 222

angesthetised women. This also
Gccurs on a widespread seale in
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NZ women fight
hospital abuse

P
dontt, NE

Inc%rtl o

-\

Australian hospitals
Philida says that th
gain from the inquiry
that makes the
accountable for the
that makes sure i
infor
reatment, no
experimentation;
medical records the
y of the patient.
and Philida's

give

1t raises questions we should
be thinking about of medical
education, practice and ethics in
relation to our rights

BATAN Y
Why the storm
wasn't forecast

THEHURRICANE that struck
England in October cost
millions of pounds worth of
damage and several lives, Had it
been predicted, it’s possible that
the lives and the damage could
have been saved,
But it wasn't
publicly.
|n\||[‘\\IUaL\cum'gu.mngmul
ensued, much criticism was
levelled a1 the British weather
forecasting service, the
Meteorolagical Office. | ost n
the fine Print was the fact that

AL least not

fajel

Office has bee
iderable

cost-cutting by

t ernment
th the modern TV
cnon of weather

as prosentation
ard fact (where

akes precedence

cal data), and

lack of prediction
SUTprising

enough for one

radio journalist

cided that there

the flippant two
wrecasts” were not
the Met

asked

Quite ri
the Thatcherite “user

system, they had to pay for
5 s weather information
I a month, they could get
a secret Met Office phone
number which would divulge all

or £80 a month, the Met Oifice
would phone them

Our radio reporter phoned
the secret number, On the ot
end, he i SETIous We

farecaster, a man genuinely
concerned that his customers
had all the information they
needed in time to do something
about it. How must
have [elt, said the journalist, t
he wasn't able to warn them ¢
the impending hurricane

Not at all, came the reply. All
the £80 4 month customers were
warned the night belore

The information wasn't made
public. Because the public —
and the dead — could not afford
to pay.

sorry he

The trial of Mordecai Vanunu, the man who reveal
processing plants in the Negev Desert, resumes

Atthe same time Vanunu's brother Meir, who is
in Australia. JANEY STONE talks to Meir Vanun

Ied details ang
in December
Campaigning in Mordecai
uin London about his bri

Photos of Isragl's secret nuclear

's defence, will speak

other's case

The man who exposed Israel’s

nuclear secret

ORDECAI Vanunu's

case has all the

ingredients of a James Bond
thriller.

Vanunu was a lechnician al

the top secret Dimona nuclear

s. In 1985,
took two rolls of
plant

retrenched

he seeretly
photos inside th
After bein

Vanunu ca
1986. H

with the
who took him to
the Israeli
Mossad

now

ecurity VIC the
were involved

In September
lured by an attrac
ent to Rom

1986, Vanunu
ve

was
blonde Mossad &

hack to lsrae
His trial so

ils of his
he travels in

windows.

entirely in came
The TV ¢
But Meir
xactly
autharities want
“They wan
with all th
he was brou
eld

t to court

lap it all up.
it that this is
lsraeh

what the

the press to deal
stupid things. How
to Israel, how he

ow he

his pet
ced

succceded
and

¢ main subject

is being
brou
story. They have
diverting  att
talking abt

subject is of
Isracl

HE MAIN
course nuclear arms
has heen playing a delicate game

for over 25 years, never
acknowledging its nuclear
capacity

1 is no use having a nuelear
s il 15 Known 1o
deterred. But their
useful in

deterrent un
those bein
official demial is
justifying such actions as the
hombing of an Iragi nuclear
installation n 1981

Through close censorship ol
the Israeli media, the
governm was able 1o

of the

have

suppress not only the details of
its nuclear weapons, but even
debate of the topic itscll
has never been an opinion poll
on the question, for cxample.

Vanunu's proof

whole set-up wide open. His
information shows lIsrael to be
the world’s sixth-ranking
nuclear power

“The nuclear

Israclis,

arsation of

raised

IssHES

issue
taboo until my brother broke it
It was a black hole in the minds
Now there 15 no
way back from the situation that
my brother has created.”
Vanunu wanted to alert the
Isracli population to the act
being taken by their povernment
He also wanted
world of the

1o warn ik

the Middle
t conflict. But his revelations
other sigmficant

There

blew this

was a

risk of

SRAEL enjoys considerable

support

tha

by the

important 10 be

aflec

Instead
the subj
Meir pe

kidnapping has heen carricd oul
try,

hy anothere
he a terrible noise

from
governments. The public image
used to justify this is now
threatened.

» military power

ed by a crack in its im
< 1S has played dows
uch as possible

western

| is known as a very

thel

permanently

If a similar

re would

And if Russia

Mordecai Vanunu

had similarly stifled eritics. there
would be talk of lack of
mocracy and suppression of

dissidents.

The US 15 in a dilemma.
slation prevents il gvingaid
s which produce of
est nuglear weapons. Funds to
Pakistan have been cut for this
reason, But Isracl is much more
portant than Pakistan in the
n scheme of things. and

2 major reapicnt of

American ai
“They don’l want in any way

cut Israel’s aid. Because of
he LISA are Ary
the human rights

q n ol my brother

" Vanunu W
rter of Pales

supporter o

welore he took the ph

now refl

treatment

o Greenpeace

s already a

the

-
g el

sitwation of Palestinians on the
West Bank under occupation by

Lsrael. says Mcir.

Vanunu is being held in
solitary confinement in a tiny

cell with no windows,

fluorescent light and
monitor are on 24 hours

The
video
a day.

He had to go on hungerstrike o

be allowed visit:
“What they are doing

m his farmily.

10 my

brother isn't new in Israel. They

wouldn't do these things

il they

hadn't done it before. They are
experienced and practised in
them. The secunty service who
are dealing with my brother are
the same ones who are dealing
out repression on the West

Bank

THE issues raised in the

' anunu case go to the heart
of Israel’s role in the Middle

East, and that is why

Israeli

autharities are so eager to silence

him.

It s not just a matter of

denying one
democratic right Lo

person

his
debate

nuclear weapons, serious though
this 15 Lsracl’s position as a

colonial settler state

and a

representativeof US imperialism

in the region necessarily

leads

militarisation and expan-

siomsm, of

which the secret

Dimona puclear plant is one

result

Commitiees to campaign for

Vanunu's release have
up inanur

been set

rof countries, and

anti-war groups such as

invalved
Meir

meetings and rallies.

SOCIALIST ACTION=
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Vanunu  will .
Ausiralia during December.
Those interested should ulrlh.
fis  for announcements of public

have hecome

be in

- The B-level building at
Dimona where anunu w
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INDUSTRIAL POLITICS

HE STRUGGLE in
TMnIbuurne‘s building
industry is at @ major turning

int.

{On October 13, the police raid
on the BLF headquarters
signalled the desperation of state
Jabour minister Steve Crabb in
the face of the umion’s obvious
ability to survive. This month.
elections inside the BWIU will
severcly test whether Crabb's
allies in the BWIL [eadership
can keep control of the
ramshackle empire Labor
handed them when it
deregistered the BLF :

An army of 150 police,
including the Special Operations
Group, ransacked the BLF's
Lygon Street offices, seizing
union funds and files. Later in
the day. Crabb presented a scrics
of allegations that Norm

Gallagher had supposedly
misused union moncy.

In the aftermath, angry
building workers took Lo the
streets, supported by other
unionists including a delegation
of 100 healthworkers led by
Irene Bolger. There was a
further rally at the end of the
week, with more planned for
November. In Brisbane,
Socialist  Action members
initiated a picket of the
Victorian Tourist Bureau

Crabb’s case was feeble, as
even the press was pointing out
within iwo days. Sure, Gallagher
had stashed union funds undera
false name. But he was acting
under members’ instructions,
and every cent had been
accounted for 1o the wnion's
auditors. Officials of other
unions pointed out that any
responsible union leader would
do this when a government had
foreshadowed seizing the
money.

The charge of dodgy land
deals was demolished by the
purchasers. The claim of Libyan
involvement became a joke, as it
emerged that the supposed BLF
“emissary to Gaddali” spoke
little English and less Arab

had spent some of his allcged
stay in Libya under detention in

\rene Bolger condemns the rok:l
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end with th

the advanta

entrenched unic

L3 with the BWIU offici
Health workers join a protest rally against the raid on the BLF Rk

After the BLF
raid: an industry
at flashpoint

Holland, and gave his address as

hand back some or all
funds

Committee, established at it
of deregistration and later

assets be returned. Newspap:

=

the whole affair beca
political fiasco for Labor

1 the industry against the BWIL
ment still has control of the leaders, whoare (rightly) se
funds, which they have handed
over 1o a “custodian™, Dr lan
Sharp. Supposedly
Sharp has a long anti-unio

union elections were run fairly

brought on the historic jailing of depends on crushing anyc

Clarrie OShea, by end
practice of allowing unions 1o
pay off huge fines in instalments

last issue, the electoral system s
loaded to favour country v whe
can
dereg
BLF

project

tradespeople over lahour

HILE the BLF's leaders

have radiated confidence,

the seizure of funds is cl
major blow.

T'he Order in Council giving

Sharp control (o

union stafl and organisers, bui

positions, so that labourers, who
Were conseripted into the union
I8 months ago, are ineligible
The BWIU officials are using
union cars and campaigning all
day long for their side

unofficial wage push around
sites earlier this year, militants
and out

Contrary to media myth, the

" has enough financial
members Lo support its current
runningexpenses. The next card

They are throwing plenty
dirt, acousing the Reform G
of Libyan and “trotskyite”

depend on donations from

NDER the circumstances,

Reform Group woylg b
tacular achievemeny, 1 "
- Even
hle nuj

mhe
Positions would he y z,,mlh;" el
s in.
Either way, the Nitiong|
1Al
nd their K
in the Labor Party woylg h
erisis. They

gl Idl fage 5
will seck ways 1y
disqualify Reform g

candidates from serying

oup
and
ady threatened fede
ntion into
1l mecessary
It is a tens:

al
the sgaqe

and potentja||
situation for
I'he BLF

1S now
urvival
n the BWI are
tle which will

ocked in a bat

ction, however i

The BWIL

cials have a||
s of amy
bureaue

The employers  sympathise

e
¢ Crabb has
“s money. but has
tical shellacking
s could in the end
orce custodian lan Sharp 1o
he

Crabb and Cain obviously
r expected to open such a
Pandora’s box. Th

union which
] workers intc
tion. They
the hard way
justry militancy
s, and that any
who appeal to that
will be hard to crush

HE VICTORIAN building
ndustry is tremendously

important for Ausiralian
socialists.

Labor's crusade to hold wages
| put unionists in

1t of Accord-type de

By carryir

oul an impress

he BLF knocked
other hole in it. The current

battles offer more chances 10
demonstrate that there 15 8
alternative to the methods of
Steve Crabb and Bob Hawke

For socialists, who wani to
Id a movement against
pitalism rather than make

sacrifices to help it oppress us
maore ¢ are
struggles of
That is why
them in whatever way we can.

y, these are
¢ importance
y we participate in

Richard Emerson

[ 15 STILL a widespread

belief that women workers
are not as militant as men.
One union which might beg to

differ is the telephonisis ui
ATPOA, the Australian
Telegram and Pho
Officers Associalion
Telephonist

Bowden has
n the ATPOA
1y years,

period in

been an i
in O
especi
the late 19705 w
largely-ununior
of telephonists

URTECOENISE
workers in the |
since she b

telephonist in Uy
The ATPOA

nipie
n Que

n, they realised  Association,  We
¢ power to do  cxpertise of

yur worklorce were union  AndIrom the needed
s. In 1984, when @ left, it that they had

that.™ Jean helieves Joy

some

because most of

was 97" and that s v
\nl\‘l I / . \l\“\\\:\- |||||m‘ sm e Wil d an outsianding ad little knowled ge
Ghers. Jean, e big upsurge in acti rok ! ndingof i :..d(h..
[ forielephomists Lo comradely about iL.
N ‘ R Y ; ‘.‘.]1.” 4 when AIN farget of Telecom's “But also, they used 1o tell us
i fe restructuring was the jobs — that we were ‘coming ol age’ We
s in the country exchanges. This felt that really we'd heen

e centre p

conducted hy non als 3 led to an upsurge of handling our affairs guite
and they o FEMTEATEE  organisation. successfully in our own way
were very  exchanges e puilt branchey inalkihe

At that tme we s from Cairns ELEPHONISTS were also

Wit a.34 naybe more, exchanges in r:ln“ down 1o the in the forefront of strugeles
s 924 in thecapital  Queensland. We knew that 1o est [0 Roma, — aver RSI, repetitive strain
;\I.:‘-; : e e i i .I-l ng -\|.|IL: .I\\.‘h;_u\rl“.\AA\:ut.‘uu. er, w e WA o5, hrod i Lo
ours al the ere had to fig ¢ - e we
hours a week, but it won realiced that (0 A e ‘:hu;l S
that they  gocjaught with or
A etching & pasources, we had o change ¢ ays Jei

neurotic complain
Conditions gained ineluded ten
minutes break every hour. in
o the usual fifteen

nad Lo be
ate in the

style. Allour me
f and particip

off 50 the br
decision= e

carly 19505, she was compulsc

addition

retired | work. In the m King process i break every three hours
1960s, he ansing out hat led 1o stopping waork. r got the switchheard
he struggle far women Lo drink . :moarlanl issue we  |argest arca. 5 d, and some
the strugg Anflis very importan R rishane’s sirength was desmn B iR iG e Rl
in public bhars, the qual - ccissed, we brought our i “ seraThe technology 1

r Women s JOWeVE ¢

Qpportunitics

1o
sether. Research also
ed that a lot our

the exchange,  crucial

members out
free from any feelin

ned part of the stru alto

Commitiee was se sal 10 sho

up, focussing

2 that they

© the telephonists” el

. <91, like the chairs, was

arried wamen's \ eyed upon by o howel L

on married w were being eyed up X ciid the new W sabhe  cqipmert, ke 1 G0 0

work management. The first walke cqupn :
ers. L ere extremely difficult, because i -

“In 1967," Jean remer radius fike those DU

hey “Siruggles
“Hayden presented a privale e elepho d they Jean explains ".'”‘”-‘*I““ 1924 and then the
member’s bill to the House, and 014 pe sacked for iped out the job upig 'm_ in the 19705 have never

ntimidate

lo and behold it was carried The bosses tried Lo
Married women were 1o be no 1. bul they stood up to
longer discriminated LD
the Commonwealth Public
Service.”

We kepl
hanges - 17
o 24 really been recol
hioge 0710 e e i« maked
7 pion era.” Jean coneludes: 5
U They've never heen regarde
1 we
nvtindr-rnurrlns.s.beumgn"
vmralrm;la—dmmmlmrm:h";
' dory of

d women’s his n
o pising has heen negjrclen‘.
g Carole Ferrier

nised because

iz B ninaied

pans on (hat ext
years, and hat Wis o

Management Went 10 §VETY o ogining (hing
switchhoard and told them they

Jean recalls
N returned to work i ‘mw\l\ "\‘“1:;\ the secretary
1969, The workforce was  wed them round and
largely un-unionised, but the .mnll I;‘-I U\u: u can, they can
e 0 ¢ arizan  said 'ON e YA 00 ed o
wave of struggles on the horizon and they walked out,
nzs‘:n:hmgcul‘l u:- wonderful feelin
tthat time, less |

other unKns

Jecom Employes
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HAT WILI |
gfter the revolution?

What is the socialist

biueprint?

These are commonly asked
questions which we cannot
answer exactly, because only.
people at that time can decide
Indeed. Marx and Engels in the
Communist Manifesie were
scathing about the arrogance of
utopians who expected the
future of humanity to conform
1o schemes spun out of their own
heads.

Howexer, we can gel some
idea of what might happen by
looking at events during past
revolutionary outbreaks.

In widely differing places -
Russia, ltaly, Germany, Spain,
Hungary. Chile, Portugal —
warkers' councils have sprung
up to run workplaces according
10 the wishes of the majority
rather than the dictates of the
boss. Soldiers, sailors and local
areas have often established
similar councils.

These councils have
sometimes elected represen-
tatives to run whole industries,
regions and even the country
Such representatives were
paid workers” wages and
subjected to immediate recall if
the people whom they
represented disagreed with their
actions.

Living standards have
dramatically improved as wages
were increased, rent and pawn
agreements abolished and prces
cut,

In Porugal's uncompleted
revolution of 1974, food prices
halved. The homeless moved
into vacant housing. Communal
nurseries, laundries and dining
rooms werc founded. The
people’s media flourished

ARX PREDICTED that
socialist society would go
through two stages.

The first transitional stage
would increase production 1o
meet demand, prevent a
counter-revolution and try to
spread socialism throughout the
warld. During this stage, there
would still be money and {more
equal) wages. The people would
be armed. A workers' siare
would exist,

But as the threal of counter-
revolution passed, as production
met demand, the need for the
majonty to compel people 1o
work or do other things would
be removed. The state would
wither away. Wage slavery, and
ndeed  money  jiself, would
d»sappua_r. This would be
COMRRILNIS

The biggest task afier the
revolution will be for workers 10
organise production (o satisfy
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At least with
capitalism, we
know where

we stand . . .!

“Okay, but
where’s your
blueprint?”

human needs. We have the
resources to do this, In 1974 — just as water is today, Money
Edgar Owens of the US Agency  will become obsolete. Marx's
for International Development  adage of “fram each according
sl to their ability and each
“If the arable land of our planet aceording o their needs” will
was cultivated as elliciently as become a reality

farms in Holland, the planet
would feed 67 billion peaple, |
times as many peaple as are now
alive "

Yer capitalism holds down
production, and stockpiles or

everything can be provided free

HE NATURE of work will
change completely. Workers
will have cantrol over how their
work is performed and an
even destroys food, to maintain | cenLive (o use new technology
prices and profits, Many 'O 8ulomate their wor
governments subsidise farmers The structure of the
to leave land fallow Wworkforce will change as
Even worse is the waste of UMNEeessary jobs, such as
human potential in unemploy soldiers and bureaucrats, are
ment, and of human brainpower  Placed by more productive
in arms production, About 255,  Workers, suchas nurses, doctors,
of the worlds scientists are D48 drivers,
d on military research,  DUilding workers,
the revolution more Buteven more fundamentally
Iand, people and machinery ean  MEfragmentation of lahour into
be devoted to food production,  SMall specialist jobs, and the
New technology can be used 10 division between intellectual and
s ull to automate production.  MAnual labour, will he
‘We can make tractors instead of abolished. To quote Marx
hombs “In o
Public services such as healih
«edugation. public transport
and child care can be expanded
and provided frec
Ultimately, as ¢
produced for eve

farmers and

munist soclety, wh
nobady has one exclusive sphere
of aetivity, where each an he
accomplished in any
Wish, society regulates the
general production and thus
Makes it possible for me 10 do
One thing today and another

cal

chthicy

L oeven by
€0l

! she pherd or
With the change
more free lime
e involved
entertainment and, in the g
Lé h e wi

of William Morris, *sh (..:\m:
e fife. ™ o)

O wark yng
PEOplE cap
N art, myg

EYOLUTION iy Creafe
the conditions for the

removal of the oppression uf
women and gays,

Basic demands such as equal
pay. aceess to all jobs, free safe

and abortion, ang
abolition of sexy
rlising can be met Support

lar parents can be provided by
free 24 hour child-care,
communal laundries and dining
rooms and teams of
g and maintair

ple

ng

nouses
Alternatives to the family can
encouraged by providing
yusing. With
he naturc of work
bolition of money, the
tinction between  work
and paid work will

to

T'o guote Trotsky.
nalise

the y
moved and will
subject of social
id of an endless

millstone
family will be
become th

free hersell from
her semi-servile condition
With no economic basis lor
the family, mono
relationships, sex stercolypes or
sppression, we can expect
that human relationships will be
more relaxed and free-flowing,
These are only some of the
ways in which life may change
after the revolution. | have not
ntioned computer
ization, which under working
class control can open up
awesome new possibilities for
cratic participation,
cconomic planning and
abolition of menial work
But really, we can no more
imagine the full potential
socialism than people in feu

lism
times could imagine capitalism

n0us

In the words of the
Communist Manifesto, we can
world where
| bourg
s and cla
hall have an

n which the free
i of cach s ghe
the [ree

look forward 1o
“In pl the
oeieLy with its ¢
antagoni

nent of il
Pareivia Langenakke

Taking the revolution home

OW OFTEN have you
d it said that “the
left has always ignored
women'™ And everyone has
it was a sell-

organising got underway, The
Militant Women's G
emerged, publishin
duplicated We n Worker, and
the CPA produced a major
mphlet titled Women's

Road 1o Freedum.
Taking In the early
ne sometimes

thirties the
Wonran Worker gave way to a
newspaper called the Working
an. This was a heroic era

e allitudes

Communist
¢ dominant left ¢

he
refle
than
reported on W
buildin |
communil

seclarianisn

S THE decade progressed,
A!Iu- party line began to
change. The “people’s frant
policy called for unity against
fascism — but at the expense of
| class politics. Joyce Stevens

makes @ brave attempl 1o
\ portray the CPA's new

| magazine  Women Today as
| being radical intone. She admits
it ran beauty ady “but this
was aften on how women could
|l i | make their own cosmetics”
| " 1 h, however.is L at th
% >

twenties, o
Depression

some Serio

T
| N cosmelics, Wax nd

T film stars was designed (o Woo

niddle classes and create &

respectable image
i B The ngers of this ©
| "I anlity o n

1 i
furing Waorld W
Communist  Parly

ek when  the

an obstacle (c

Decarnt :
sen lighting for equal pay
; that the
Workers

i

MOTHERS!
More Ammunition

ymunist

means ||'JI\ But even I:’u

iti yrkers had @

A Malnutriton | i 1ol
void stoppages of

T hich van only be

ul 1 the war ¢
wartime
within the

£3,160,000
1935.36 £7,350,000

Communist antl-war propaganda
directed at women, 1936

1
battles by
labour

Hary Once

nenl were innp
side & carn how early CPA leader
Jack Kavanagh bluntly

declared Ha. wihen the

rently, the left has ipnored

hushand “doest i
and she was nol osir
Or that "we fa

 inhiman machine

1976, while Carole Ferrier bl

reer of :
e and agiaor Jo pined by thes
yA writer and agitator Jea
i I mportane ViEWs gt
S 5 book tells us O
Sievens rightly stresse el us of 1
hi 11 her book) is WiC et o
recopnised
g1 ME conclude by
meRetE Pkt fight within the party against
i what, despite it (86 SR L
Tl ey b B Party madea
R ; ;

e Communist
L bul evem s, Wis

{ the rest of

< has mi L
SizMLE Judicnce ot of mistakes,

{o LoMEeE well in advane o

aplers 10 . nan
me important 'II\‘\.I::‘_H society_on “Ih "wl:: 0
ubour and WO jargely questiv "'"ﬂ-f”:.m. fon
which . hud: been BARER e nl MBI AN
Torgotten:and she does 1L Because it "".“f,;ﬂ'.mﬂmm'
readable BSMON: oo dion 18 l'auarlt'h"{':‘;"'uh
T |h‘“".u ||\-\I:|l\\_|| n the am importan Richred Emerson
especially Ve o
th Edna
{nterview Wi 505|ALIST ACTION — PAGE 15
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Do women have a
sporting chance?

AT CASH gained many =

Pians when he won |3k 5 I WK
Wimbledon this year. o i R

He lost quile a few too, with his
stupid comment that women
tennis players did not deserve the
same prize Money as men

Qash's oulburst was mosty
mat withan embarrassed silence,
as though he had farted 1n
church. After two decades of
feminism, did prominent pecple
really say such things n public
any more?

Cash himsell was 100 young 1o
appreciate the irony of his
clatement. It was not, after al
just the agilalion by feminist
fennis players like Billie Jean
King that gained equal prize
money forwomen in the 1970s 1t
was also the bash-bash, s
volley routine of men's

i R
Cricketers Lindsay Reeler and Denise Annefls during a record
ctand for Ausiralia: will we see equality on the field one day?

tennis” — epitomis

one Palrick Cash So WOMEN are breaking into
fansand prize mone male preserves in sport. Will
sublle skills of the they ever match men in

game, There i some [ustice
sport brule strength is
everything

Yet the sporting field re

perlormance, though?
Many e w

a fan or coac
football team is
playing like a pack of wome

For that reason only, G
comment deserves more s
atter women
achieve true equality in sport
not just in prize money, but ir
participation and perform
alongside men? O is
of thousands of years sex
roles, reinforced by nalure, too
much ta overcome?

EN, OF course, have the
home ground advantage in

v jockeys anc
jumpers hold the

competitio
distanc

sport.

Mosteporis are founded on the
skills of the traditional male role
as hunier, warrior, and physical
labowrer. They test sirength and
yta run, jump. hurl, club
and catch. The traditional temale
role downplays most physical
skills and the ability lo compe! n
There is women's sport, to be Once that wo
sure Bulitis poorly reporiedand  end of the story
girls are given lew heroines o Women's
emulate. Melball, Australia’s discrimination laws. Tl
most popular women's spo) of the base
disgracefully ignored in ol running
press. Only tenmis and athletics, ope
where there s joint staging of

records lor
English Chanr

a game “lor me
1he Ballaral leams

Wamen's world rec
PErCeniiiyg

such la

L : hehind men's
up lhe game o gir

" provided they began at | Trich 918 19
mens and women's evenls, have level, Today, even ihat barrier

equalily of coverage, since the disappeared. and small 100m 130 1 \
TV cameras have 1o keep rolling NG e 130Kim ISR ]
For that reason, demands by  trying their hand at ba 1K HIm 14
women'ssport for joint staging of Self-interest also had a part in | Highiump IR0 163 13
evenis should be strenuously the decision As a “new” sparl

supported baseball hoped to make inroads | S%im

w:'c:r \:d“mv:\enl:hu can campele by desegregating. Other “new
bamme . Ihere are other  sporls like Indoor cricket and

fun-running now hold mixed
compehtions for similar reasor

1 WA 142
4ikim 13,7
15(H1y

As & kid, | saw a typical

w

is anolh

betler

HETHER women aclually

nt lo compete with men
r question

it now the
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Andrews king-hit Chris frgp
behind. Althaugh this was dops
in full view of over 100 l‘uml\l-L
{he TWAT (18 iuoed B JepitE
calli el

sover MY’
Nine hurt on
yuppie project

SYDNEYS Darling Harhour

=

‘ tor minders 1o hely
profect” ollicers of the unipy
against “this tipe of thuggerp's

Meanwhile :

A NEW ERA..!

(WAS onl SWEEPING REFORMS...

My SIDE!

Linfox gare

raject isn't just an expensive

Disneyland designed 10 lure

pies and merchant hankers
10 Sydney. Itisalsoan industrial
danger TONE.

(On Nesember 14 & concrele
pour collapsed through three
storeys of a Darling Harbour
puilding site. Nine building
workers were dragged down by
the collapse. They fell several
metres and all were hurt. 1wo
quite seriously

The collapse was no
“aecident”. The retaining walls
for the concrelc pour were
resting on an old wooden floor
The floor didnl have enough
steel reinforcement.

Just prior to the collapse.
engincers and workers on the
site salety committee complained
that the job was unsafe. But as
ex-minister Brereton and the
develapers have always said, the
show must go on. The Lend
Lease management insisted that
the pour go ahead

A building worker described
Lend 1 e's aclions as

e )
SociausT ¥ Acrion|

EDITORIAL
PO Box 274, Brunswick
Victoria 3056
Tel (03) 380 2227
MELBOURNE
PO Box 274, Brunswick
Victoria 3056
Tel (03) 380 2227
SYDNEY
PO Box 3B1, Campsie
New South Wales 2194
Tel (02) 550 1424
BRISBANE
PO Box 99, St Lucia
Queensland 4067
Tel (07) 371 7114
CANBERRA
PO Box 17
Jamison Centre
ACT 2614
WEEKLY
MEETINGS

Meibaurme

Mandays. 7.00

Linealn Hotel

91 Cardigan S, Cartion

Hetiop Hotel (upstes |
Bridge & George 81, Cily

for iozanan

Canberra
Thursaas 6

500
Shoricut .
wm;q‘m:::. Grifin G}

attempted murder™. This is
true, but Lend Leasc have
nothing to fear from the law

Earlier this year, the
Unsworth government abolished
the common law rights of
workers Lo sue their employers
for neglipence which
INJUTIES.

Nor need Lend |
union leaders who
in the dismemberir
safety-conscious BLE
president McDonald wants an
inquiry  any cxeuse to avoid
industrial

Premier Unsworth has
offered his solidarity to Lend
Lease by suggesting that the
building was “net ¢ 1 the
Darling  Ha ur site”. Very
profound. And quite untrue
The break

action

eck Darling
Harbour ct. the abolition
of workers” common law rights,
and the dismemberment of the
BLF ar = of Unsworth's

proudest ements. They
add wp to a workers' health
hazard

CANBERRA w

Gouvt privatises
nursing home

J\.S'I'HE Labor Party debate on
privaf ion  degenerates inlo
verbal factional deals, the reality
is being felt by workers.
Allambee nursing home, one
of the two large government-
owned nursing homes in the
ACT, has been sold 10 a privale
company. changing hands on
December 11. Most nurses and
health workers have not been
offered continued employment,
and wnion members have been
discriminated against for the
Jobs that have been preserved
The waorkers threatened
action and were locked oul
They have mounted a 24-hour
picket of up 10 30 members,
Prediciably, for propaganda
value, the ACT Health
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Authority called for “volunteers
to supply services, despitc the
unions allowing food throug
the picket and m aining a
skelerc aff for the frail elderly

residents
Tt

usion  between  the
Health Auth

the new ov

ners shows t

the central issue of priv

is not whether the employer Is
st or ivate, but that both
Lypes of e yer use a transfer

awnersh m the

working cl

ay for economic
COY with cuts 10 jobs and
mditions. Rather than mere
“public ownership”, we necd 1o
t for workers' con

Fox brews up
trouble at CUB

“THE officials have sold us out.
They've got into bed with the
employers.” Chris Keily, the
elected shop steward for
Melbourne’s Carlton & United
Brewery drivers, is blunt about
where his union’s officials stand.

Two maonths .
employer, Lin
prelext Lo sa
and lake &

ago, Chris
1%, found a
¢ all the drivers
ly some back,
ceding out the militants, This
action had been on the cards
since the start of the year, when
CUB sold s driving scction Lo
Linfox. A three week strike by
Transpart Workers Union
(TWU) members followed the
sale, ensuring jobs for all drivers
and retaining the wages and
canditions of the brewery
drivers” award

That strike and picket was
organised by Chris and other
rank-and-filers, with the virwal
absence of TWU officials, In the
latest dispule, the officials have
openly refused to support the
victimised drivers, Instead, they
have campaigned against them.

At a Trades Hall Council
meeting, TWU organiser Ron

=5

laughing all the way 1o the bank =

or soon will be. AL a yarg
meeting just before the sackings
A man said that in
aining over the se

405 wage rise

anvrhing el

oiation
wery drivers' award i
an  the
other drivers work
appedrs certain
x will attack award
provisions with workforee
weakened by the loss of
militants. T
TWU official

succe

better

e the
to thank if they

— W
4% package
a time bomb

THE VICTORIAN Public
Service {VPSA)
attempis to win the second tier
4G rise turned info a farce last
manth

Its

VPSA

Melb
win

y Treas:
On the vote Lo
package

called th

motion
closed the meclng

th the aid of the

woring calls for a
According to people
down from the 1
tion |
VPSA delegales
accepted the Executive packagt,
but  called stopwark
meeting if the frecze was not
lifted. The government got the
leadership off the hook bY
relaxing some of the frecze.
VPSA leaders are trying 10
sell the sellout by dressing it up
as o 49 pay risc belore
Christmas, But a lot of annoyed
members are asking what the
VPSA will do when the
government ¢
ploymenis in earnest next year

the chant of “Joh Must Go™

1s, controlled prostitution

Some political pundits say
that the move against Petersen

and the corruption surrounding
his ad ministration made him an
clectoral linbility. The Fitzge rald
Inquiry does seem to have had

level, and on November 29
National Party figures had been

allegations, Deputy Premicr

DRAMATIC CHANGES
FoR GUEENSIAND ...

Povy

£+

moving 1o close down the
Inquiry

However, while these events
culminating in the botched
sackin, f five ministers, may
have precipila P
downfall
National Party crisis are much
older

Byelk ersen's problems
began in the carly eighties, when
the collapse of the minerals
boom left the Queensland
economy in particularly bad
shape. To attract investment he
attempted to drive down living
conditions and smash w
power to resist. The SE

dispute was his biggest SUCCESS
Investment failed Lo
ze, howey In 1983
ate fixed capital
d 198

expenditure droppe

the previous year, and a further
14,55 in 1985-86. Two ar 5 ol
National Party pe

contributed 10 his failure
While the n new ol
was recognized, Peters
nCourag
wined tied 1

program |
invesiment €
mining

nd tourism. Queensland
ntly spent the least of
oling

consis!
any stalc on pro
manufacturing. In
was $2.46 per capila, Camp
with a national average ot

GURISM in particular has
Dbeen supported, even al the
se of mining. For years

expen

mining companies have

complained aboul excessive
harges and

gov ernment [reight €
rovalties.

Fourist developers: t:uw

ve

international and Im.ll,_ u{

thrived. 1t was this seetion ©

capital the so-called white

shoe brigade™ which
sponsored Petersen’s push for
Canberra. The rest remained
opposed, including the

Confederation of Austra

Industry and most of the New

Right

This wider spectrum of bosses
have thrown their weight behind
. Mike Ahern. A
directors and
the top 100
the Brishane
Stock Exchange indicated the
majority supported Ahera. One
wis that he wants
en Queensland’s

Joh's successt
recent survey
chiefl executive

companies listed

nic base

NOT

This &5 an indieiment

Petersen’s style of eronyism.
wherehy husiness (avours (not 1o
mention knighthoods) were

for

despatched in return

contributions 1o the Bjelke
ation,  Ahern

I
has said thisdid happen and has

Pelersen

asserted it will stop

Ambiguous statements about

weansultation” might also
glensen’s

)
indicate u rejection of f

industrial relations hods, Lthe

other problem area for
Nationals. F
hostility 10 umnIsm Was
his main way of disur
s government from L abor.

I his approach gained support
the

dustrial
high
Petersen came
awke proved it
the union
ureaucracy 10 pass
{ cconomic CRSIS
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from husiness during
Whitlam years, when 1o
siruggle was at historically
levels. But
unstuck when H
was possible 10 UsE
movement’sh
the burden @

R reason was that
Ahern has an “inclination
100 USe @ Process aof consultation”.

serersen’s absolule
always
uishing

Why Joh went — and good riddance!

onto workers, This method of
wage cutting, hidden behind the
rhetoric of “restramt with
equity”, has far more appeal L0
bosses than bypassing unions
altogether by introducing
contract labour,

The latter is more likely 1o
provake @ militant response
from workers, and individual
contracts are far messier (0
adminisier than a centralized
wage [lixing system The
Confederation of Australian
Industry, for example, 1§ now
urging the Federal Government
and the ACTU 1o negotiate a
new wages accord based on
productvity

In short, Petersen was out of
touch with the industrial
relations praetices most
appropriate for Australian
capitalism today. It remains o
be seen, however whether
Ahern will be different

Ahern has suggested his
economic development stralegy

i inelude unions who

we
wished 1o vo-operaic”: But he
has also said that contrct
pur 15 the way forward. All
we can be certain of is that his
approach o industrial relations
will serve Queensland's directors
and chiel executives 8l the
expense ol workers.

ICHAEL Ahern's

alternative public image
o Petersen s based around
accountahle government and
social issues ike sex education in
schools and AIDS.

While reforms i these areas
are welcome, Ahern's record
hardly shows him to be &
committed reformer. Foruwenty
vears, after all, he las been @




foyal member ol the most
socially repressive government

Queenslanders have experien

Nothing he has said recently

indicates that this will cha

No mention has been made of
WS,

Or of repealing the vicious

repealing anti-civil rights

vehemently supporting majority

Ahern it is a time to take the

has ruled oul an end to the  offensive to win back conditions

S0 Bjelke-Petersen’s downfall

a reason L0 celehrate; Ahern’s The ALP, of course, is excited

about the possibility of wingiy
government, and urge ys .5
maintain our joy for the ballg
box. The spoils of Parliamey
however, do not benefit us, y.
should take 1o the i
instead.

sireety

Teff Rickeryy

Fitzgerald: A Gunn at Joh’s head

OH BJELKE-
PETERSEN has gone,

but the Fitzgerald Inquiry

lives on.

And with Bjelke-Petersen’s
demise, the question anses
was wquiry used to play a
part in bringing him down?

First, let’s recapitulate. The
inguiry inta  Four  Corners
allegations of police corruption
was onginally planned to last
only a few weeks. It becgan
innocuously enough.

Any plans for a whitewash,
however, were wrecked when
Detective Sergeant Burgess
admitted 10 receiving  bribe

money from brothels and illeg
casinos

Burgess' evidence had a
snowball effect. 1t focussed
atlention on his superiors, the
hierarchy of the Licensing
Branch. Some of these
superiors, Inspector Dwyer and
Assistant Commissioner Parker
in turn offered their truec
conlessions.

And so the inguiry’s attention
has gone even further towards
the top. Burgess said Russell
Hinze tolerated and approved of
the system of bribes and -

offs from casinos, Dwyer said
Commissioner Lewis took the

of bribe moneys.
By the time ihe inquiry
ached this level of investiga-
tion, it could only go one step
higher o Bjelke-Petersen
himsell” This may well have been
inthe mind of many Queensland
Nationals when the ed
their knives,

sharp

CTUALLY, we cannot be
sure that Bjelke-Petersen
himsell will ever he directly
implicated. g
He is very rich and has no
need for pelty graft. Generally
speaking, the big bosses have no
need 10 acquire their wealth
illegally. They do guite nicely
oul of the legal extraction of
huge profits from the workforce
Sothe Fitzgerald Inquiry may
well find no evidence that Bjelke
personally received black
market dollars.

For most of the Queensland
Nationals, however, that wasn't
the point. To them. Bjelke-
Petersen hud outstayed his time,
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Gunn (right) with Bjelke: “clone” mage“.uas a problem

for Canberra, the Nationals had

All of this was despite th

Bjelke-Petersen's creeping

ms
the Fitzgerald Inquiry may have
been set up as part of a plan (o

thousands of bribe money

Petersen said that there would Like ather crooked cops such

not be an inguiry, Soon after,
Police Minister Bill Gunn said

any evidence abc

his show ol independence

Maybe Suncorp will hire their respected

leadership aspirations. He had force 10

Lo rid himsell of the tag of being

1o rid I unionis
Joh's clone™, now that Joh was

from the serub to give evidence?
One can only suspect that Police
Minister Gunn may have had
samething (o do with it

Mike Ahern had already shown
his independence with his stand
overcondom-vending machines

Confessions have taken

centre stage in recent weeks, two
other aspects of the evidence are
warthy of by

ef comment,
Firstly, the brot Fant.

nt in the drug
¢ the police

pos: nguire
into drugs, but so far the word
has barely n ment 1
Fitzgerald lives on, but for
how long? The problem for the
Nationals n 1 upon
their unanime 10 wraf
up the ini before

ferall, the N

ight their hal
and protestors in th

years ahead

And as Jack Lang g
long ago, no govern
sets up an inguiry withoul
knowing exa
10 cof

ly what it wants
e out of it

Denis Alsop

What is Gorbachev really

HE SEVENTIETH

anniversary of the
Russian  revolution passed
last month with more
media interest in Gorbachev's
reforms.

(“openness” or
g ) has been the most
visible and dramatic sign of the
changes in prog ]
the loy

he media,

lapdog of the
now points, with
Lo the
my, 1o

lesser col

s of the econ

s have to put up with
nd corruption of

vernment

hoice

THILE all these reforms
are important, to list them

is 10 identify their limitat
None of them comes even close
to the sorls of freedoms that
rulers in the West have tolerated
for decades.

unoffi:

ocal

5. De s
ta win publ
ey and his

turn  the
of recent
source of

spos! is certainly apositive
ent. It is a process that
workers can take up and fight 1€
extend (a fight that will soaner
or later bring them inta conflict
with Gorbachev). This is by no
means the case with perestroikd
(economic restructuring)

As in Thatcher’s Britain Of
Hawke's Australia, ecanomic

INTERNATIONAL

up to?

restructuring under Gor
i

achey
A means of making workers

for the crisis, It means
working harder, living worse
and coming ever more under
heel of the boss

Currently. food and rents are
subsidised by the state to the
tune of billions of dollars Thisis
a5 it should be, Wages in Russia
are not high and cheap access 1o
the necessities of
impor

life is an
nl right. Mikhail
Gorbachev has made

it clear
it the subsidies will be
lished, Prices will rise and
re will be no wage rises to
compensate

ORBACHEY'S most
daring attempt {0 break out
of the crisis is his plan o boost
productivity by decentralising
economic decision making,
Starting in carl
detailed plans and
the Moscow burcauc
nded down to fact
arkshops

tolake de

machinery and spare parts {rom
whoever the planners dictate
They

will be much [reer to

ct direct

liver on time
return

the end

farward part of th

— ;
Gurbache- talks 1o workers, shoppers Queue: peresiroika threatens

he state
yment their living slandards

Foi y resulis in a better, happier

cxpant fuction, foid {hier world for all

exaMcang Hoth are el

i ltie ingto  Gorbachev's refor
i planning n o anything t B
uses L

2, jothing to change the
e I rlingelass, Theywant o go
on exploiting human labour in
the interests of the system itsell

they just wini now o do it
more efficiently. If that means

do with s0c
was directly dictated by
(0 build an advanced

comple

The pressure

now willno
their quotas Wi
cost, quality and de u
erate efficicnt, profitable

S e
e iltle regard !

Arhl cconom
iahes factories, soul

| disaster

1o o] p lines, environmenta s people pay more for

ent ’[‘ oducing Bellcr | ning was the work of 3 making Pt F; ; Em\ rent, s0 be

enterp e who don't I e uerals o and clothes and

cheaper ks hamd il ol SRR letting people
k

eans
will e allowed to debating -Jun)nllhg-_\-'d‘:‘:} g Fetct L
NMANY quantr\[u‘rrumukl{ <r:::‘-‘-::\m"“"'““' ke "“‘”‘I]TI%?‘..'.’.L: Iw:\"“" thets
Iishemgpuumd to ns-r_“lrl;‘ i Sogialism, on the contrary. 1 1...E.m e T Corbithey
from socialism. "‘E"“‘"‘z_h_ economy that will meet and his policies do nol rest on
gloat: where not 1 the MUEE  he real human """d\\ pe any alleged reteent from
vaunted planned mlm:llr!; of materialand ¢ uuni' d”;:wl socialism, nor even on the "I“‘
saglallst p"”‘m: (IJ"L{:r:“m - mass of the pecpl® .I:ul‘: on that his reforms do not go lar
the 5ta &

ecanomy Mo

An  ECONOMY enough. We eriticise Gorbachey
I : — PAGE 5
gloomily about Bowcsiy

1y Worry people themselves
democratically

| of society WO
el of Y capitalis




support, Haiti’s first free
election in 30 years has heen
cancelled,

held on Sunday 19 November,
WaS Lo elect a new president and
legislature 1o replace that of
Jean-Claude “Baby Doc
Duvalier, who was forced 1o flee
Haitiin February 1986

Governmcn(tCl\'GJ Am
ove by
the CNG in July to take m':.‘!r:

violence aimed

~INTERNATIONAL

and his supporters because, like
ruling classes around the world,
they want the working cluss 1o
pay and pay again Lo rescuc the
exploiters’ system from
ECONOMIC CFISIS.
When firms and iarms.s_:la;lln
pankrupt. workers will lose
ﬁ?cirjel:s. f\’c are promised thal
there will be no unemplayment.
Warkers will be retrained or sent
elsewhere (in fact, anywhere the

Tontons wreck Hiti II

state decides) to work.
But if anything like the [3% of

enterprises that are currently
unprofitable start to go under,
then the burden of re-
training/redeploying may
become unmanageable
Unemployment, with or without
awelfare pittance, looms darkly
for many workers.

For those workers whose
faetories can weather the storm,

it N July over army moves 1o com_ralfrﬁnoll

' sevel

there will be the relentless grind  down with their {

of keeping them profitable. choice Actory. Sy
Cutting wages, running down
the canteen and child care and
salety conditions the whole
familiar story.

Gorbachey is ap g
1is liberalisatjq
to demand.

h

n may 8
Y give
s that he gy g
than le y, Y

It will be fittle consolation 1o ek on the worpj ™5 Th
workers that they may be provoke 3 '-zrnh“"“"‘"
allowed (o ecleet their own  socialists j "l-rim;ﬂ'
managers, They will either elect  clear what is g 18 We by

0ing on and wh,

elhicient managers who can kick — we have (o side w

them into shape, or they will

ith
Grahun iy

e
It

- €conmmic erisis, one gregf fear
haunts them — the Power of (he
working class,

They are right to be afrag
ceent cvents in - Yugoslai
show that, in the East as {p the
West, workers are a foree (o be

oned witk

In late November yet another
strike wave swept the country s
1sands of workers deg
pay rises to offset a
mflation rate,

Kreka Ve

coalminers were
eaction. Miners
€ been the most consisten

militant section of the working
class since Trbovlj
recovery from Tito’s stalinist-
style repression in 1958, They
WETE JoLr

d by workers in many

other s ]

strikes was

government
austerity program that sharply
ased the price of food and
basic gaods and services
But behind the recent events lies
a rising tide of struggle over

DESPITE massive popular

The election, 10 have been

has re-emerged as a force of
terror throughout Haiti, Gangs
of men in dark glasses (the
emblem of the Macoutes)
rampaged through the streets of

ort-au-Prince armed with
Buns, clubs and machetes They
killed, burned and
throughout Haiti for the weck
leading up to the election,

But the Macoutes didn'y d
e US-backed election swas reckon on the people of Haj

have a free eleetion can be seen
in the town of Leogane, where a

the polling stations throughout  hlow
the night. When they opened at
6.30am, hundreds of

However, in Port-au-Prince
15 voters and officials were shot
cad outside a polling station

years

Yugoslavia's economy has
been in severe trouble since the
1981-82 world recession. It was
in poor shape even before that
being burdened with
heavy debis to foreign banks. It
People  had little to show for the

e of vigilance protected

Wwere waiting in orderly lines to | il
horrowing ather than
looted  cast their vote. Al

grandiose projects that did not
work, such as the Belgrade-Bar
railway and the Smederevo

This was to spell (} R metal factory, and comfortable
¥ 2 J § was he end of the o the
BNyl CEP, oy fIC AR fought back flercely,  clection, as the CEP cauld ne; |02 Y homes for th
Ehﬂlnrqtcuun‘n_-_nmdcpmd,m of [uian T3 themselyes of guarantee the safety of voters & oo o

the ruling military Council of Uvalier, the Ha >

aren't prepared to sit
take more of the same.

n people

and officials o the supply of ;i : sh
A AT pPly of has pushed through har

Singe 1979, the governmenl

5 The election " | measures (o keep wages down

SR ot ecti A all 1o for, canc may have been  and cut state spending. Workers

Prompted a waveh‘:ﬁ :L:.:C‘\I ‘_i:"; vigilance” h'“ ey g ::::u ‘It"ud:h"l[“ﬁ can besurethal  have not ‘,.IWR‘\. accepted this

Paies thal forced them 1o \CLCIOHI”, the ¢ reut e 0f Halti won't let it Strike numbers doubled in 1984,
ck down. 5

Under the new gongi

unleashed a waye of

telcgraph,
b machetes, stick
i erathedn 100 people of Haui
CP, d?‘t‘;:::lllr[wfmlmil:w}m readblocks, unle;:nl; guard
office. Scein e

i S cin Polling stations and killed
Shpping away, the Duvaligrise

Macoutes wherey
them. The CNG,
protection 1o 1 P
i al stopping the predictably mm:c "CI B,

The Tontons Maco this, warning thay

: e ules, 1 e
Private mililia of the Dmmi‘: Broups "will o
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Armed with
s and stones, the
sel up
on

refusing

Ut apainsg
vigilante
be tolerated™

EAST EUROPE.

/\is THE bureaucratic ry
B ot classes in Eastern
Ple's determination W struggle to cope with the worl

and doubled again in 1985, This
in a country where strikes are
ille

Already this year, meal
workers, health workers and

Chris Clifford

r they found i miners had all gone out over pay
G o Strike wave

claims and for the sacking of

has FIPS YU905lavia l'ml;i:;;lum nagers and officials

actions become more
organised, Yugoslavia may yet
ng  produce its own Solida
Ope  or something greater siil

1d Graham Willet

ESS THAN 24 hours
after starting a four day
sentence for fine defaulting
and breaching a community
service order, 18-year-old
Jamie Partlic was in hospital

of sexual
ugly predatory sexuality, Add
the thuggery of the mare violent
criminals 10 this generally

Partlic was bashed by another

prisoners said that the inmatc
who bashed Partlic was drunk

several pguards witnessed the
bashing but did nothing to stop

prisoncr came back into the yard
later and threatened to bash any

Kevin Anderson went into the

was sexually assaulted by up to

Predictably, the authorities

Behind the
bashings in
NSW gaols

offenders are locked up wil

erm prisoners used 10 be
Long term prisoner hardened “crims” and learn the

able to work in places like the
Central Industrial Prison and

srruption arc part of the
problem. Hiring more of them

Most gaols kecp prisoners in

ange the NSW prison system

ONE of the est ablishment

- rrost of which have been Tl
change, most ¢ work, it is mostly unskilled

l\‘I':\I.-ujm\\th:- dehumanisation.
was to have bright p.nu_‘l
Jurs, Its supporters claim it's
a great prison, but already there
have been numerous complaints
from inmates about the lack ol

ment cells which are open

SOCIALIST ACTION— PAGET

riehts produces an

brutalised atmosphere. and
hashings and sexual assaults are
Inevitable,

LL THE same, the
potential for revall is
constantly present. So warders

RO fo extreme lengths 1o stop

Prisoners organising collectively.

The shanghal is one method,
Gaol leaders are seized, bashed
and removed to other gaols
often in the dead of might, A few
years ago, when NSW prisoners
organised an effective “union™, it
was broken up by several
notorious shanghais. The
practice is illegal, but the same
authorities who are now
shedding crocodile tears over
Jamie Partlic turned a blind eye,

Drugs are, of course. illegalin
gaol. But plenty get into the gaol
system, particularly heroin and
marijuana, and 307, of prisoners
arc estimated to be on them,
‘Warders often control the drug
trade with the help of a few Lop
crims, the “yard bosses” and the
“drug crew”. Authorities turn a
blind eye to the drug trade
because it keeps the prisoners
docile

Illegal alcohol 1 also brewed
in the prisons from fruit and
Sugar. Prisoners agree it makes
them violent, especially when
Ahey're locked up for days at a
time with nothing to do.

Nonetheless, the last 1wo

decades have seen prisoncrs
increasingly prepared Lo fight
the system callectively.
Barricades, hunger strikes and
riots have become more
commaon, particularly during the
1970s as the working class
generally was more rebellious
Prisoneraction groups new
support outside the
gaols for those inside

Just a few weeks ago, five
Melbourne prisoners forced the
closure of the Jika Jika *human
200" when they burned
themselves to death in an
ultimate act of protest and
self-sacrifice.

Most revolutions and
uprisings se¢ the storming of the
gaols and the release of those
inside, All prisoners are. in onE
sense or another, political
prisoners

That is why socialists support
prisoner revolls and the
abolition of gaols. Pumlnm
would redefine erime anldI
remove ils social fl“mrl_
would keep the Jamie Partl m;
and Kevin Andersons oul O
harm’s way, and find mnr;
humang, (ommnnal_l!"h""
methods of r&gd;;xal-ng those

soeially.
e unl17 wichael Hudson




TTER how bad the stock market
always manage to pull themselves together
& CONSpICUDUS consuming at Christmas
il ‘%Tlm Willesee has bought himself & §240,000
| Bentley, while Perth financier Laurie Connell was
gd buying up heavily at an arl auglion just two
g ﬁw alfer his mate Brian Burke bailed him out with
jayers’ money.

The elite sections of the big department stores
have gane fight aver the tap this year. At Georges in
Melbourne, society hosts and hostesses will be
buying dinner forks at §400 apiece, caviar bowls at
§1565, and wine glass coolers at §5123 each. They
bpweﬂringonshmerewemaalsai $2895 and Sanlos
walehes costing $3500. Even their paperclip holders
will eost §44, and the stars on their Christmas trees

David Jones is not 1o be ouldone They have
perspex backgammon sets at §595, vintage cognac
518728 aboltle, giant teddy bears at §2995 and pear|
necklaces at §17.

Bul the gift we like best is from the Sydney Stock
Exchange 1o the brokers on ils floor. A $100,000,
gne-inch thick bullet-proof window. Just in case
someone gives them a present they really
deserve

The common louch
THE DUCHESS of Kent
was louring a
Birmingham housing
estate when an Asian
tenant confronted her
about the run-down
facilities. He complained
about the damp and the
broken heating, adding
“Thal's not all. We've got
mice in the airing
cupboard.”

“| think that's mar-
vellous.” simpered the
Duchess. “What a super
idea to keep the cage in
the warmth.”

Adversary system
A RECENT British
soccer malch between with an alleged knife
barristers and solicilors wound. One barrister
revealed the nol-so- was too battered to front
discreel charm of the upincourt the next day,
petty bougeoisie while another, a karate
Three barristers expert, required eight
needed hospilal treal- stitches 1o a groin
ment afterwards, one wound

The Red Chrisimas
not a lathe was turning, not a furnace alight

since Santa's little helpers went c
nt on indefinite strike
';‘hey struck lor wages and eold weather allowances
Tr;nard loadings tog, and other extravagances
T 2 boss, Mr Claus, was fretting, by golly
Is 10yshop was idle, he was quile melancholy
‘Bul he'd stockpiled enough of the luxury toys
Sl,)‘;' :-,r'gﬂ‘s:np"::ehqu of birth, the rich girls and boys
ught he'd deliver them and b y
ta the infant inheritors of bourgeais cl:;::iu';hw o
But Claus hollered out “They've all gotitin for me"
n"‘[mn he found that the reing e
“We don't give you sieigh-
gh-rides just 1or the hell of
said Rudoiph (e Red Nose, lhe reindcers delegate
e gloeiohgrnﬁ‘:ﬁismfs charging over the Earth
n the leg from Adelaj 1
By now Claus was ue:? o
50 he hired Scabb
gl;lé |tl;1eeumon held firm and they ambushed these two
i she rats with hormne on became caribou staw
o CI: ETgefi Nad won but were not satialed -
o Sanl‘;ﬁ ad his whole business ex propriated
o na Jeined the list of forced abdicators
s nll?g’g\:nl:?;? Pole Soviel of Toymakers
world as Chrisimas
Buery day became Christmas and wice 325:;3%“;}{

i

deer were oult in sympathy

perate and berell of good che
er and Splitter, the Blar,k?k-ggea ;.;Lr

Murdoch plays
Scrooge
AUPERT Murdoch
right up With the wo
them when it comes to
meanness

He won't allow his
employees to put their
persanal mail through
the mailroom at his
Wapping plant — even if
the letters are stamped

Of course, personal
phone callsare verboten
But what if one of the
scabs who work al
Wapping needs to make
a phone call? Going out
may be dangerous. So
Rupert has generously
installed pay phanes
Pollies not worth a
cracker
NO EXPENSE has been
spared in the new
parliament house. It has

=
e

"My father 15 an industnal polluter. What's vours?”

The final result is in
dispute, asthe barristes
goal-keeper was bei
kicked over the |ini
the ball in hi

“Twas the week before Christmas, when all through the site

Nao spinning tops were made, nor stutfed bear nor bike

— Phil Shanmon

four restaurants, a
shopping centre, and a
meditation room for
MPs. Presumably so
Labor members can
reflect on new ways 1o
ditch party policy

One thing missing will
be childcare facilities
Maybe Canberra doesn't
want o setanexampl
that area. Or maybe they
t don'l expect women
with kids to be given any
winnable seats in the
forseeable fulur

Only area of con
troversy seems to be the
toilet paper that will b
usedin the du r
that Paul Keating h
declared, "I would
wipe my arse on a
gaucus resolution

Out for a byte of fiche and chips

c pundits keep
k things out." Wa dont
way they say it
stors have
when their
ifing the recent
Two computers
T, driving the
vement

compulers pragramm
rices go C

rihat
pa

Serving himself w
AUSSIE battler F
Excellency the
Honourable Sir
Stephen, AK

0

200 metres of a

mission

w ther
and 3 \fference
staff are

B8 p

The bestofenemies | ...
WHEN Rus foreigr
niste Edvard € a
dnadze was in ders have bee
Washington I ymall-arder
the US State Depar
w :

rrie
onstrations outside  in

its building with the

Then some 3 hoice and even the
remembel 1w sale of aristocralic
illegal to demonstrate ''title

A boss is 8 boss is a boss

ARDUND Christmas lime, over a beer and some
soggy chips, you might think that bosses are not s0
bad after all. So lel us tell you of Townsend
Thoresen, owners of the sunken English ferry Herald
Of Free Enterprise, d

* Only four of the surviving sailors are back an duty.
Almost half have been ruled unfit, and have had 1o
g:;! As “seasonal workers', they got no severance
* The company ordered [ts crew to lake (hree weeks
off after the disaster. Then it deducled the time from
their annual leave.

* Only & few crew members were lold psychiatrie
counselling was available, and then only six monihs
after the ship went down.

* The company sent a survivar a letter offering 5
Bounds off his next trip. The man's wite drowned N
the tragedy.

e
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i

Land Rights and the
Bicentenary

HEN AN oppressed people

demands “land rights”, this raises
serious questions [or socialists

Firstly, where does “the land e

leftwing politics
do with the
S

form a black prolet
JS or South A
Abonginal stn
struggle?

To answer thes
look into & side of

Australia i
ng ahout 4(
yacontinent witk

go, some human
hunter-gath

and agriculture. Thas node  of
production”™ made possible the development
of class society. In Australia, however

ulturc were

pastoralism and agr
impossible, You can't herd a kang
milk & wombat. One or twor e plants are
edible and cultivable, butt
an enermous amount
not plentiful

So the Aborigines re
Eatherers y
remained hased on that
production”

The hasic productive unit of Aboriginal
sociely was a clan of 10 1o 50. When the
ble fwod ran low, the clan usually
responded by wandering on. Each clan
could cover huge distances, Obviously there

reultivation is

work and water is

\ed hunters and

ial organisation

Fheir sc

mode ol

was na possibility of such a widely-dispersed
population develop any stable or
centralised political structures. (In some
areas of NSW, it seems that Aborigin

s appears to have been

ved put, but

xcept
The c “reproduc
ie it produced children
TES PSS Auslrs condi
practice of birth control. One method was
Another as a form ol

infanticide
A Lom alled “subcircumeision”) which
t males in 90%
| providing

ade
with a st

as usually with & mem
Numbe

0l clans wa
intermarriage. Clans

¢ als0 assoch shared language

E T'hese
emely (luid struc
tribes”,

customs nd ¥

jons were
by other associations ol
\descent groups” and “moieties™. A book
called Neither Justice Nor Reason by lawyer
Jogist Marc Gumbert tries Lo
nul social organisation, but

and anthre
explain Abe
tely unreadable

difficult to draw a map of
There were al least
s which could be

15 absol

It is
Aboriginal Austr
500 Aboriginal lan
grouped into 31 reluted language families,
But this does not mean you can divide
Aboriginal Australidinio 31 tribal-language
linguistic borders
and no ared
Even today
ng in Noonkanbah wha can

areas. The
constantly shiftin
one pure languas
Abarigines
speak 11 languages
UNTER-GATHERERS rely upon
heir own hands and the I:lmd they
<tand on to produce all their material nM:
They need 10 know the Mora, fauna an

i is intimately.
terrain of this land intima
Ahborigines could identify at least 500

WA delegalion to demand land rights

different specics of flora and fuuna, They
knew Lhe habitats, behaviour, and lifeeycles
of all the animals they hunted. They knew
something of the phases of the moan the
planets, the scasons and the tides In short.
they knew all about hundreds of square
miles of Australia’s natural environment
The Aboriginal clans made records of this
broad territory by bringing every significant
piece of it into their cultural life. They did
not make sipnposts. Instead they re wgnised
natural signposts, which were given na
and arranged in legends and rituals to form
spoken maps G the “three sisters™
Numerous clans would roam over the
same hroad Lerritory Certain clans did have
5| | links with particular areas, but this
did not mean other clans could be excluded
The only cuslomary resiriction an
Aboriginal movement was thut each clan
had particular sacred or restricted sites
which no other glans Were Lo (I€spass or
These sites were usually hurial
onies Were

violate.
prounds or places where cere
held, ete.
sacred  sites
jous sites. Bub this ¢
socialists oppose their recognition,

Ahoriginal religion tends to be the
animistic or spiritual type Rivers flood.
seasons change, clans were born, el
because it is the will of spirits People die
because the spint leaves their bodies, elc.
Aborigines do not grovel before  these

SOCIALIST ACTION — PAGE 9

are therclore  basically
foes not mean thal

e




They 1se spinils 1o explain nature
M?:gn 1cnci§lJ life. Aborigines stored
their accumulated knowledge of nature and
themselves in religion and ritual.

Abaoriginal spirits. like all ideas, grew out
of social practice. The social practice of the
clan revolved around the animils they
huatad,CmucquenllythcAbunglna] spirits
that explain the inanimate world are hased
on animals — the rainbow serpent, etc.

‘Religion was an inseparable part of the
Abarigines’ day to day life as hunters and
gatherers. 1f many cling to religion today,
they doso simply because they cling to their
whole past way of life. Therc1s nosuch thing
a5 a seeular struggle for land rights, and no
point in wishing that one existed, Let us
simply understand why many Aborigines
cling to their precapitalist way of life, and
accept that this necessarily involves a
precapitalist religion.

APITALISM was brought to
Australia in several instalments starting
with the First Fleet.

A few years earlier, Captain Cook’s ships
had ohserved Aborigines wandering in
small groups, apparemily tied to no
particular area. They did not possess any
obvious material wealth that could be
looted. The British therefore thought they
had mothing to fear and nothing Lo ste
from the Aborigines.

Gioverner Phillip. commander of the First
Fleet. had instructions which read

*_..You are 10 endeavour by every
means 1o open up an i
natives, and to conciliate their 3
enjoining all our subjcets 10 live in amity anc
kindness with them. And if any af our subjects
shiall wantonly destroy them or give them any

-

M-
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Sociaust |
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nnecessary Aterruption in the exervise of
their several occup ans. it is our will 1
pleasure thit you do cause such offenders Lo
be brought 10 punishment according (o0 the
degree of the offense.”

ﬁw Aborigines were, however,
“interrupted intheir several occupations™. A
Captain Tench described an encounter on
14 September 1790:

“The Chaplain and Lieutenant Dawes spoke

with twe Indians. . They said that they were

{nhabitants of Rose Hill and expressed preat

dissatisfaction at the number of white
whe had settled in their former territories.”

In the first year or two, some convicls
killed Abarigines and were “brought to
punishment™ they were hung. Some
Aborigines Killed convicts, but Governor
Phillip declared. "1 am siifl perswaded the
nalives were not the ageressors.

However, the policy of “enjoining :
subjects to live in amity and kindness with
them” did not last long. In 1792 the colony
began making large land grants to sct up
“gavernment farms™ of B0 10 120 acres.
Large fertile areas, mostly along riverbanks
became “no po” areas for Ahorigines. They
respanded by setting fire o
started a war which lasted years and
ended withtheextermination of the Dharug
tribe

Onece war was
kill Aborigines
reprisals. Govern
sent out as undi
5 s were under orders fr
g "to drive back thc Ab
Colonial habitations.™

crops. That

5 could
il

e el
uised hunting parties
Gor

rigines

FTER 1813 the settlement spilled over

the Blue Mountains. The story of the
advance of settlement is a story of fierce
Ahoriginal resistance, of the loss of many
Ahoriginal and European lives, of the
destruction of crops and cattle, of punitive
expeditions by soldiers and settlers, and of
the use of poison as a

thod of warfare.

they got. The settlers’ (lintlock pistols anc
muskets could fire ne er than three times
a minute. The Aborigines could throw
short-range spears much {
published book, 5
documents the B of
1795, in which the Dharug Aborigines put
up violent resistance Lo tack, the
Battle of Bathurst in 1824, and the Battle
Pinjara (WA) in 1834.

In time, theseltlers won out and drove the
Aborigines back. The seulers' military
technolc

er. A recently
e fieled.

Hawkesbury in

mproved, and their social
system enabled them o concentrat ir
military forces for strategic attack, They
were also assisted by the diseases they had
imporied: an estimated  50%  of the
Aborigines of Port Jackson died fram
smallpox in 1789

As the frontier moved on, the reprisals
followed, In 1838 ut Myall Creek, [ white
men massacred 28 Aborigines of all ages
Many similar massacres occurred.

By 1850, Europeans had settled more or
less every cultivable area of NSW. The
Aboriginal population of NSW had been
reduced from about 100,000 in 788 to
ahout 6,000 10 1850

By that time the authorities had started
SEILng up “reserves” and placing (hem
gndux the control of churehes. Aborigines
from diverse arcus were rounded up.
dumped on reserves and force-fed the hible

MORE BLoopy roreicugns

Even if they
Aborigines were
traditional
areds were 1 off or ecalogically
he combined elf :
1d sheepgrazi

15 of
Aborigines
led 1o by
s of country towns
nted to put al
es 50 they could
his didn't happen. The t
ing Abori

i practising
and infantic The
ginal popul
out 1850

W A
ed pattern of decling, n
overy. In Tas)

r less wiped o
a iginal wo

living hite fishermen on the

St

zated a special type
“colonial settler state
1 a parliamentary system based upon the
RBritish

The reserve dwellers, however, never
ed any of the legal liberties of the

freehorn Britons. Within  the rescrves
Jes set to work fo

¢ heen

Aborigin

s were ford
itions that would h
administrators
jury nd jailer
« taken away Lo be

used as domestic servants
In the 1950s, mining in remote arcis Was
The

il

made profitable by w lec
Aborigines in these argas got the shove

This time, many were pushed inio urhan
ghettos such as Redfern in Sydney. Al
one-third of Australia’s Abori
population now lives in capital eities but
this does not mean “land rights” has hecone
an irrelevance

Most urban Abos
family in outhack
proportion of the urban populati
temporary, in transit to Or [rom
outback. Urban Aborigines themselves
march for land nights, so it certainly has
relevance for them

The Aborigines’ political strugg

nes have [nends and

reas. A \ugm\».n'l
on 15
ihe

1¢ for land

m pLoopy FOREIGNERS..
C

oreed some Loken gestures
1

allows Aborigines 1o apj

epislation grants a trivial amount of mot
toland eouncils to buy L

past, to their life hefore the v

OCIALISTS do not idealise the past.
,then, do we not merely encourage
Aborigines to forget the past, integrate into
capitalist society, and look forward 1o

into capitalism in its th

imprisonment, an arrest ra
times the white drrest rate, as|

unemployment in some commus
rate of infant mortality, appalli
racism, leprosy, trachoma, ¢

capitalisi society who does not ha

Emplayment and Youth Affairs estimates
that Aboriginal unemployment overall is
around S0% of the Aboriginal workforee

palicy on Abongines was

be a major source of poverty and disease,
Local and state governments withhold
services from  Aboriginal communitics
living on former reserves, hoping 1o
pressufise them 1o move elsewhere to
“assimilate”. The result is Aboriginal
communities with no electricity, no
sewerage, and terrible housing

!_ullr_'lm)- and finally, the henefit of
capitalism — socialism — is fundamentally
about human liberation, The working class
can, by liberating itself, also create the
conditions for the liberation of all other
oppressed sections of society. But liberation
cannot he rammed down peoples’ throats,

Socialists traditionally support
national self-determination so that workers
in oppressed nations can choose to join an
international workers' movement
Similarly, Aborigines must have land rights

meaning access to their traditional

lifestyle before they can be asked 10
choose the possible benefits of modern
society. “The land™ s central to black
liberation

The leftwinger who does not suppart the
Aboriginal demand fo his is not
scrious. Australian bosses have always
relied upon white-supremacist nationalism
and racism. How else could they have got
Australian workers Lo [ight their m
war.
for
promot

truggle
and rights confronts racism and
the simple but essential idea of
ancipation

OR THESE reasons, socialists give
unconditional support to the land rights

struggle.

act legal formulas of land
be by

ghisare
sducts of

Bicentenary. it is doubly
hat land mghts be supported
ry is a 12 month celehration
of conguest, of European expansionism
and of white militarism. I you were
sickened by the An ica’s Cup. you will be

made comat

During
say you are an i
sentiment, but m
land rights struggle is the wa
words into action

Socialists support land rights notin spite
of our fght for socialism, but as part of i,
Socialism is not merely abaul a better
system of industry or commerece, but about
luman liberation and seli-determination.

We cannot foresee how Aborigines will
heir fate, but we know that if
s in a society ruled by
ey will do so under the

10

ationalist is a fine
words. pport for the
put those

determine
they have land right
the working class, th
Dest possible conditio

Eric Pelersen

Look,

[=r’

SoctausT ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

‘We fight for soclallsm: the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically plannad, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions aboul economic and social
life. Countries like Aussia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system, The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their state is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
warking class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work 1o build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on the job and
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create a mass workers' party to
|ead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are internationalists, The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive within asingle country. It must be
spread to other countries of itwill fail Far
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures |/ke protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against
others.

Liberation from Oppression

we fight for liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migrants
and gays. All of these forms of op-
pression are used to divide the working
class. The fight againstthemisan essen-
tial part of building a united revolution=
ary movement. They can only be P:nqad
through ending capitalism and building
socialism

Socialist Action

r Soclalist Action. I's nogonld
::;t:;?k‘:?\g about the world: the point is
to change it. Marxist theory and pro-
pagandaareunly ms-an-ngful_|f1heyar93|
guide to action. In the unions, sacial
movemants and wherever peaple are
fighting for a better world, socialists are
in the thick of the fight. If that's where

!Maw- o
fj@ Y

e o]

you want to be jeln us today
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5
Come to our

summersc

hool

IST Action's annual
LAl and summer school

confe
will be.

Day long

take up Saturday
Sunday morning. As wel

held over the Ausir
‘weekend in January.

will commence

roceedi
on the Friday night with a dinner
actites Reslaurant in

S
#ulbnumu, Prominent labour
historian

Verity Burgmann will
Jook &t the two centuries of
working-class siruggle that the
Blcentenary does nol celebrale.

Then on the Saturday,
following lunch al Camp
Gundiwindi in Lewis Rd, Wandin
{58 km from Melbourne), we will
commence three days of talks
and walks, speaking and
swimming, campfires and
conferring.
Qur annual conference will

INDUSTRIAL ANALYSIS

INDUSTRIAL NEGroTIAT/oN IN THE 'g0 s

L1'IIE TRADE - OFF ng

and
Il as

discussing our political work in
general, we'll be having a close
look at the details of our
positions on Land Righls and on
the Environment.
Talks at the Summer School on
Sunday 24 and Monday 25
January will include The World
Economy, Militancy in the
Pilbara, The 1925-27 Chinese
Revolution, The Polilics ol Karl
Marx, The Revolutionary Parly,
May 1968, and The French
Revolution.
Cosl is just $50 (§35 for non-
employed) which includes
accommodalion and meals. Or
just come for a day or two al §20
daily (§14 concession).
Interesied? Contact us now —
see page 2 for phone numbers.

Mayekiso

TREASON frials

are nol

uncommon in South Africa. But
the trial of Moses Mayekiso is

different.

Mayekiso is genel

| secretary

of the South African metal
workers' union, and a prominent

soc

1. Details of the charges

Include organising reni and

shops boy

colls,

and Irying to

‘make ihe lownship of Alexandra
ungovernable. In a very real
sense, Mayekiso's trial is a Irial of

the whole

black mavement's

struggle for the past few years.
The trial, which has receivad

international publieit
el ions of solid;
Mayekiso, has heard initia

and
y for
I

evidence and will
F i resume in

ocialist Action members in

sy
ares

50 a

ayeki
international,

m-—mnuuumfmu

have been collecting
on a pelition lo free
P

1 ol this
solidarity

PUBLIC servants won a
second tier wage in
November. When their union
officials proclaimed it a great
victory, one Melbourne
workplace delegate remarked,
“Any mare victories like this
and we're finished!”

Almost all second tier wage
agreements have had unions
trading off working conditions
in return for flimsy pay gains
Employers and the government
call this “increasing prod-
uctivity™, Labor minister Ralph
Willis declares:

“It 1 very imporiant...to have
our wages based on productivity
improvements. - That is the
system we have now in the
second Lier”

The public service was no
exceplion. At first, the union
negotiators tried to box clever,
They submitted that the
“integration” and reorganisation
of various levels of work would
raise productivity, and so
warranted a 477 rise.

No doubt the proposed
integration will increase
produetivity {or else the
government would not suppart
it), But the real justification for a
wage rise is the fact that we have
h;xd no compensation for a 9 86
rise in prices last year, let alone
this vear, The hallowed halls of
the Arbitration Commission
<an't be sullied by that sort of
Lalk.

Given whal the second tier

system is all about, it was ng

PS unions gulp
a 4% solution

st

k when, towards the

tiations, the gov
demanded a series of trade
had already mentioned
cuts, which it seems union

to accept
staffing to
output being reduced
after productivity rose.)

Now the government wanted

ratios

They wanted flex
a privilege, n
ed right; no higher

duties for less than two weeks; a
dispute settling procedure; and
arrangements new
slogy, vecupational health

new
techns
and sal

It was a familiar routine
government
fe

The
constructs a

called

ome paper tiger
“Attacks on Conditions”. The
union officials threate

diabohical industrial militancy
The government puts away the
paper tiger, and the union
officials agree 0 what the
government wanted in the first
place. The officials sell it Lo their
members on the basis that the
Liger's gone,

And so it went. After mass
meetings and a 24 hour strike, an
Agreement was brought forth.
Officials claimed it had rem
or at least “diluted

the
government's nasty trade-offs to

an acceplable form.

The Agreement h
dubious items like
technological change Pro-
cedures”, It promised “increased
Mexibili” on permanent part-
time work, It preseribed a study

d highly
simplified

abs
urity
The puts of the thing wag 5
new dispute settling procedyre

Social

dure,
1l dispute oecurs, negotiajion:
must now proceed up ‘hluugh
the management and upigp
hierarchy. Unless it's a safery
1ssue, no industrial action can

take place during these
negotiations.  Union members
must “ensure the continuation of

rk and that established

ont and practice prevaify”,
Management are warned that

if they wish 1o

introduce
they must keep union
es fully informed, From
. Mmanagement are
00 happy to bury delegates

mountains of 4§
formation”; it keeps their minds

of tual conditions!
Union officials made much of
the fact the procedure

from
processes
1out consultation. As if, in

e, it is manage

that is interested in disrupting

work! More usually, the ban or
the refusal to take on new
functions is the only weapon a

his/her
that the

ate has at
It s this
¢ inhibils.
procedure de

rCases
r ol the workplace
g and increases the
power of the union officials over
them. We can only hope that in
wi

delegates

mast

saga was not
just one of official betrayal.
Members of all public service

unions the dcal
ove at mass
meetings. The last few years of
industr I political shift to
the right h;

¢ made many pu
servants decply cynical of t
ur power to make gains, A
procedure that seems to hold the
line against government attacks,
withaut the pain of industrial

action, must seem, 1o many
workers, the best they can hope
for

Only onc group is mnol
satisfied. They are the militants

amongst the membership and
delegates, who can scen that
sirike rank and file
organisation and solidarity with
other workers can (urn the tde

against government attacks.
even in these tough times for
unionism. They understand the
dispute seitling procedure 1§
designed to snulf out any such
process before it starts.

Such militants are a minority
al present, as they have been
before in the history of
unionism, It is the task of
socialists to ensure that this does
not remain the casc,

David Lackwood
1COA member

’——
TNDUSTRIAL POLITICS

Sharp cuts no ice in BLF report

TH a whimper, not a

pang, Vicle rian
gnve:nmcnl “gustodian” lan
Sharp has finally reported on
{he scized BLF assets.

His report is pathetic ﬁ]l.ulr\
says he is having trouble
working out what happened to
§500,000 or s0. and this and
other issues are surr ounded with

heavy innuendo, but he can
prove no wrunﬁqr:m_g

This won'l sto the
government Preparing more
reprossive measurcs against the
union, though. On 10 November

it amended the Derel
Act to allow it Lo start winding
up the BLF P the
Companies Act

Already the union’ mail is
being tampered with. [ts
banking is being interfered with
in South Australia and
Tasmania, even tho Lois
repistered in those states. There
is talk of giving the bulk of the
seized funds 1o chanity

And if the BLF ¢

und

assist in all this, they are liable
for imprisonment or fines.
These measures are a threat to

the whole labour maver
the precedents they set
administrative committec ¢
State ALP
unanimous motion condemning
the original raid 5 Hall
meanwhile, has been forced to
condemn the use of the
same police squad in attacking a
Furnishing Trades picket

The whole business
much further than the jailing
Clarrie O'Shea in 1969. It is a
sign of how far backwards most
of the official labour movement
has slipped that the response is
50 much weaker than the
powerful general strike which
freed O'Shea

has passe

goes

the clection
, the union
most  of  the
labourers after
deregistration, has resulted
disappointing 275 vote for the
reform. group.

The officials and the media
have heen crowing about the
oulcoe !

n
which gained
builders'

and saying yel again
that it proves that this time the
BLF is really dead

Bul the BWIU reform group
Was not a front funded from
BLE coffers, What was af stake
Were two different views of
Union action: militancy versus
conciliation of hosses. This came
Out very clearly in the electoral
Propaganda from the officials,

Sharp, Gallagher: weak report

who wanted to “create an
which
maximise vestment” e
make the bosses happy. The way
10 do this was Lo end “the sfupid
irresponsihle strike happy
actions of the Gallagher forces”™.

There arc a number of reasons
why the reform group’s vote was
not higher. At least 1500
foremen are members of the
union and voted, while
hundreds of ordinary workers
ballois,

will

never received
apparently because the BWIL
provided the lectoral
commission with an inaccurate
membership list. The officials
used union funds and tume o
campaign, and put out deceptive
come

material  pretending 1o
from the rank i

Many people bel
there must have beens
hallot-hox stuffing, given the
response activists found when
door knocking, and the {eeling
on the job. While it wouldn't be
surprising. there 1s no concrete

evidence for i

But it must be said that some
supporters of the reform g\uu.[!
were too hopelul of electoral
success. While they have been
able to build an impressive
network of supporters, his
remains concentrated largely on
city building sites and is not yet
numerically strong enough for

an electoral win

OWEVER, this is not the

whole story. While the
BWIU leadership got the
numbers, that s not all that
matters. They will now have to
control the membership. Nor
can they expect the overt
support they have had from the
employers to continue,

The building hosses had an
interest in maintaining the
current non-militant leadership
in power, and so were prepared
gree 1o deals favouring the
icials. They have no such

Moreover, the officials will
have to play industrial police in a
situation in which the large city
building sites remain centres of
militancy and the reform group
has a strong base

As Bermie Hocking of the
BWIU reform group comments,
defeat in the election doesn’t
mean the end of the group

We know we hay
support of
construction
excellent

the overal
the

on a real mood amongst rank-
and-filers. Many eity building
sites are no-go areas for the
BWIL officials. Their ety
organiser cannot even enter [0
jobs. On others, the
officials leave so quickly after
arriving that BLF organiser
John Cummins suggests buying
them roller skates!

major

LL OF this has serious

mplications for the
hi industry agreement,
{hrashed out between builders
and the BWIU with the support
of the Victorian government but
bypassing the Arbitration

The infamous p

Commission.

The mostimponant provision
m the agreement is the bam on
“homers”, These are short
stoppages which oecur when an
employer breaches agreements,
maost commonly on safety issues,
The workers usually manage 1o
win payment for the time lost

The current deal removes the
right to take action from the
hands of the rank and file, who
must insiead go 1o the Building
Indusiry Disputes Board, The
ia hailed the ending of this
“restrictive work practice” as a
great breakthrough which
would mean peace in the
building industry at last

The emplayers hailed 1t more
quieily, as an opportunity 1o
push produetion at the expense
of safety. As a resull, in one
recent week 17 Melhourne city
building sites had stoppages,
most of them over safety. The
BWIU leaders tried to get the
men Lo go (o the Disputes
Board, but the workers
preferred Lo rely on their own
action.

Pcter Wilson, a labourers
delegate, deseribed the responsc
on his site
“The boss came oul and said,
You can't go home under the
NEW  agreemien The workers
said,"What new agreement? The
boss then brought out o ni
glossy book with the agreement
all printed up, but by then most
had gone home
“The next day the boss
distributed a number of copiesof
the glossy book. A meeting of
the workers rejected the book
until we'd read and studied it
Later they still rejected it. and
demanded that the BWIL
secretary Ray Collins come in
and explain why the union had
agreed 1o such a deal v.n!_wm
ng the membership.

Janey Stone

otice raid on the BLF office
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Okay, you asked for it ... our second annual holiday trivia

quiz. 'sanother
you're doing okay.

ie— get20 of the 64 questions rightand
148, and you can compose next years

for us. Solutions are on page 15.

QUOTABLE QUOTES
1. Who sald:
i. “Two Wongs don't make a
white"?
We are all socialists now™?
“| am not a Marxist"?
iv. "We will now proceed to
construct the socialist order™?

2. Of whom did Francois

Mitterrand say, “She has the

eyes of Caligula and a mouth

like Monroe™
3, Whosaid, “Whenyou've spent
half your political life dealing
with humdrum issues like the
environment, it's exciting
having'a real crisis on your
hands"?

a. Jack Mundey on the planned
sacking of Sydney Council
Bob Brown on the balance of
power in Tasmanian
parliament
Margaret Thatcher on the
Falklands War
Harold Wilson on the falling
pound
4. Who said “We are all German

Jewe"?

-4

o

a

a. Martin Luther King in 1963
b. French students in 1968
. Moshe Dayan in 1973
d. Adolf Hitler in 1833
5. Whosaid “Enrich yourselves™?
Bukharin of the New
Economic Policy
. Deng Hsiao Ping to China's
peasants
Mikhail Gorbachev of
perestrofka
Margaret Thalcher of
privatisation
Joh Bjelke Petersen to his
Cabinet
6 Who said of whom “She
speaks excellent Marxian™?
Lenin of Rosa Luxemburg
Bruce Ruxton of Germaine
Sreer
lan Paisley of Bernadette
Devlin
Gorbachey of Margaret
Thatcher g
7. Whosaid “These dayslamthe
National Party?

a o g w

o

a op

a

SEXUAL POLITICS

1. Who was the world's first
woman prime minister?

2. Who said in 1972 that she did
not expect a woman prime
minister in her lifetima?

3, What are Jaime Wheelock of
Nicaragua, King Richard the
Lionheard, Cuban army chigf
l::;;‘(;laaslvu, Pinocher's san,
2 eil Brown believed
o R ved 1o have
4. Whose baitle cry h
i a5 b

Save Ulster from ?udnmv"?een

5. What was the first gay group
in Australia?

a. CAMP b. Society Five

<. Daughters of Bilitis

d. Mattachine Society

& Festival of Light

6. Which Bolshevik wrote Free
Love, Red Love, A Greal Love,
and The Love Of Waorker Bees?

7. Which French “Marxist"”
philosopher is in psychiatric
hospital for murdering his wife?

B. Who are known as the
Homintern?

8. Who were the first women to
get equal pay in Australia?

a Tailoresses in 1888
b. Fruitpickers in 1912
c. Telephonists in 1924
d. Metalworkers in 1944

10, Which was the first women's
trade union in Australia?
& Tailoresses b. Nurses
¢ Telephonists
d Models & Mannequins

ROCK'N'RIGHTWINGERS
| at do Renee Geyer, Colleen
Hewett and Linda George have
in commaon?

2. Which pop star said “I think
Enoch Powellis the man. |'m all
for him. This country s
overcrowded. The immigrants
should be sent home.

3. Which pop star said “We
elected our man Nixon
president, and if youdon't stand
behind him, get the hell out of
the way 50 thal | can stand
behind him''?

4. When the Move had a no. 1 hit
in Britain with “Flowers In The
Rain”, which politician won
their royalties in a libel suit over
a cartoon on the record cover?

AUSTRALIANA

1. Which Australian mountain is
named after a Pole who led an
uprising against Russia's
partition of Poland in 17947

2 Who were \ransported from
Dorset to Auslralia in 1834 for
forming a union?

3. What was the longest strike in
Australian history? (Area and
years)

4. Which group of workers
successfully siruck against a
fringe benefils tax?

Westpac staff in 1986 over a

tax on low interest loans

Utah miners in 1980 over a

1ax on cheap rents

Foslal workers in 1975 overa

lax on meal allowances

Labor MPs in 1974 over a tax
on free air travel

LT ]

=

5 What do Labor MP Ric
Gharlesworth and National MP
John Stone have in common?

6. What do Sir John Kerr and Dr
lan Sharp, custodian of the
BLF's funds in Victoria, have in
commen?

7. Name the politicians partially
pictured below

o

BYWAYS OF HISTORY

Malch ti

2 following people

ey ended up

i. Jerry Aubin il Marshal Ky

ii. Eldridge Cleave
ylvia Pankhu

ander Kerensky

Ale

a. asupporter of Haile
b. a born again Chiis
c. an academic at Stanford

d. aliquor store manager in LA
e. aWall St stockbroker

2. Which modern British parly is
named after Irish thieves?

3. In which war were many
British soldiers issued with only.
one boot? Wasit the left or right?
4 Who was kicked out of Jordan
in 19707 Which terrorist group
took their name from the event?
5 Who slapped the face of
Britain’s Home Secretary in

19727
a. Margarel Thatcher
b. lan Pajsley
Bernadette Devlin
d. all of the above
6. Fromwhich words is the n,
4 i A
Pakistan" derived? i

IMPERIALISM

1. Which colonial power did the
Vietnamese defeat in 19547

2. The Cameroons have been
of which 3

3. Which undeclared war is
known as Russia's Vie

was known ag

in's Vietnam?

Vhy were Papua New Guinea

3 sent to the New Hebrides

And

a French
dependence

p put down a strike by
COpper miners

y Holland
by Belgium

Britain
an

fid the British call the
nese tebels in 1900 known
venly Harmony Fists

hich guerilla group did
d an hail as the
at of the US

BIGGEST & BEST

y has sulfered

world's richest

3. Who is the

4. Who was the faties! ex-king on
the Riviera in the 19
5. Who is the world's heaviesl
monarch?

6. Who is the world's langest
reigning head of slate at
present?

7. What was the world's longest
general strike?

8, What was the world's largest
general strike?

I —

Deadly games
in the nuclear
playground

fear Playground, by
gtf\:wan Firth. Allen & Unwin

INCE World War I

westernsuperpowers
have used the South Pacific
as a testing ground for new
weapons and a dumping
ground for nuclear waste.

Nuclear bombs have been
exploded at Bikini, Encwetak
Kwajalein, Johnston, Christmas
and Malden islands by the
Americans; at  Muru
Fangataufa by the Fre
at Monte Bello, Emu F
Maralinga by the British

In all, says Stewart Firth
300 nuclear d
exploded in the
forty years

As a result, the Pacific Ocean
is contaminated, radio-
fallout makes several
atolls uninhabitable,
food chain has be
Native lifestyles
irrevocably  damaged
invasion of military
and western consumer

Stewart Firth's lucid acc
of these evenls makes chi
reading. In some
inhabitants of the test si
been callously used as guir
Pigs, for the express purpose
measuring the effect of fallout
on civilian populations and the
lood chain,

Firth points out that only
colanialism makes this possible
Pressure from its own people
hasstopped the LIS from testing
id the French
consider
metropolitan France

and  the

violated

cases,

would

lesting in

USTRALIA is not a

L Rnuclear power. But as a
Junior partner in the colonk
exploitation of the Pacific,
Inlerests are close to America's.
ustralia’s moderate position
on the South Pacific Nuclear
Eree Zane confirms Firth's view
¥ channcling anti-nuclear
sentiment in the region onto the
rench testing program, Hawke

UBSCRIBE
to Socialist
tion

has done much to blunt the any-
US feeling in the peace
emenl and the impact of
New Zealand’s measures,
Washington has no trouble
living with a nuclear free zone
that allows unhindered transit of
nuclear weapons. Firth provides.
evidence that
Australia is a vital strand in the
US nuclear weh stretching fram
Hawaii to the Philippines
of Firth's book is
les this issue, unlike
skirt around it
Unlike Keith Suter’s book fs
here Life Afrer ANZUS?, Firth
s prepared to say that ANZUS
a nuclear alliance and that
Australia sh d get out of 1t

others

ul

Following the Lange ban on
UUS warship visits in 1984,
America has relied more and
more on Australia as a regional
power. While Labor touts
is pro-peace and takes small
initiatives such as having

*Disarmament Ambassador
Firth suggests that behind the

facade

Australia has been careful not
to take peace < 1o the
point of th ng
American alliance
Firth goes on to observe that

in the fundamentals of defence
policy
tralian Labor
is hard 1o

om the previous
e government under

vati
lcolm Fraser.™

the sale of uranium to France
would have done the Squire of
Nareen proud indeed

It scems the chant heard on
recent peace marches, -
Bob, Yellow Cake Boh",
comparing Hawke to Menzies,
does Menzies an injustice!

HE PACIFIC'S first ‘",”'
uclear group formed in Fiji
in 1970,

Against Tesis On
Mururpa', was formed by
student and Chrisuan Broups.
including the Fiji YWCA and
Confercnce of
ATOM helped
first conference of
vists in Suva m

the Pacific
Churches
organise the
anti-nuclear acti
1975,

ATOM has since expanded
loose coalition of unions.
anisas

inte
non-government aid org

French PM Chirac (right) and Territaries Minister Pans: would

not dream of tesling in Frane

tions, disarmament activists and
women'’s and environmentalist
groups. It has
compared 1o the m
superpowers, hut has a

lot in raising the consciousness
of Pacific Islanders. Without
groups like ATOM, the

islanders who are currently
suing the US governm
damages caused by nuclear tests
would not have made their
terrible situation known to the
rest of the world.

The Fiji Anti-Nuclear Group
(FANG) has bheen a thorn in
America’s side, and for a short
time in 1982 may even have been
part of the reason that Ratu
Kamisese Mara, then Prime
Minister, banned nuclear
warship visits. Mara dropped
the ban in [983 afler being
heavily feted by the US.

Nuclear Playground was
written hefore Fiji's two coups.
but makes it clear why
Washington was so happy tosee
the advent of Colonel Rabuka.

Firth says that the US
objective in Fijiis 1o
“build up a safc ally among the
now that New
Zealand is seen as unreliable.”

Firth notes that in 1986,
FANG and the thep-cmerging
Fiji Labour Party under Dr
Bavadra pased a problem for
Washington because Lhey gave
4 wider disquietin
the country about the [Maral
government’s present wm,%n
halicy. When the 63900 tonne US

island st

“expression 10

nuel itack submarine
rasniouth paid @ visit 1o Suva
Tanuary 1986, the Fiji

government, afraid of popular
apinion, did not announce the
visit in advance, nor did the

police permit a march of protest
through the streets of the
capital”,

TRTH'S last chapter is a
ctional account of the start
of World War 3, which many
helieve will erupt in the Pacific
theatre.

Hostilities start with a dispute
over US hases in the Philippines
and a nuclear exchange at sca
Both sides zap each other’s
control, command, communica-
tions and intelligence facilities,
with Pine Gap, Nurrungar and
North West Cape amongst the
first to go. Within hours, the
bulk of the planet is vapourised
The account is graphic,
convincing and horrifying.

The challenge is 10 stop
Stewart Firth’s fiction from
becoming fact. The anti clear
movement in the Pacific is
important because it shows the
possibility af internations!
solidarity with a purpose
amongst aelivists

Firth's book makes us
understand that governments,
no matter how “left wing' ,or
“progressive” (and the ALP is
neither), cannot be relied upon.
Stopping nuclear weapons i
something we have 1@ o
ourselves

Martin Hirst
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Okay, asked for Il ... our second annual holiday frivia
quiz. i‘fz‘:l:lnﬂmrmngﬂlav- get20of the 69 questions right and
doing okay. Get 48, and you can compose nexl year's

for us. Solulions are on page 18.

QUOTABLE QUOTES
1. Who said
i “Two Wongs don't make &

white™?
ji. “We are all socialisis now'?
jii. “lamnota Marxist"?
iv. “We will now proceed to
construct the socialist order”?

2 Of whom did Francois
Milterrand say. 'She has the
eyes of Caligula and a mouth
like Monroe"™?

4. Whaosald, “When you've spent
half your pelitical life dealing
with humdrum issues like the
environment. i1's exciting
having a real crisis on your
hands™?

& Jack Mundey on the planned
sacking of Sydney Council
Bob Brown on the balance of
power in Tasmanian
parliament
Margaret Thalcher on the
Falklands War
Harald Wilson on the falling
pound
4, Who said “We are all German

Jews"?

& Martin Luther King in 1963

b. French students in 1968

¢ Moshe Dayan in 1873

d. Adolf Hitler in 1833
5. Who said "Enrich yourselves™?

& Bukharin of the New
Economic Policy
Deng Hsiao Ping to China's
peasants
Mikhail Gorbachev of
perasfroika
Margaret Thaicher of
privatisation
Joh Bjelke Petersen 10 his
Cabinel
6 Who said of whom “She

speaks excellent Marxian™

Lenin of Aosa Luxemburg

Bruce Ruxion of Germaine

14

o

a

BB B

o

oo

o

lan Paisley of Bernadette
Devlin

Gorbachev of Margaret
Thatcher

7. Whosaid ‘These days | am the
National Party"?

a

SEXUAL POLITICS
1. Who was the world's first

WOman prime minister?
2 Who said in 1972 that she did
nol expect a woman prime

minister in her lifetime?
3N}Mlm are J:ime Wheelock of
caragua, King Richard the
Lionhear, Cuban army chief

iaul Castro, Pinochet's son,
M B"};ﬂﬂwleveﬂmhave

4, Whose
R e

5, What was the first gay group
in Australia?
a CAMP b. Society Five
. Daughters of Bilitis
d. Mattachine Society
& Festival of Light
6. Which Bolshavik wrote Free
Love, Red Love, A Greal Love,
and The Love Of Worker Bees?
7. Which French “"Marxist'
philosopher is in psychiatric
hospital for murdering his wife?
g Who are known as the
Homintern?
g Who were the first women o
get equal pay in Australia?
a. Talloresses in 1888
b. Fruilpickers in 1912
¢. Telephonists in 1524
d. Metalworkers in 1944
10 Which was the first women's
trade union in Australia?
a, Tailoresses b Nurses
¢ Telephonists
d. Models & Manneguins

ROCK'N'RIGHTWINGERS
1. What do Renee Geyer, Colleen
Hewell and Linda George have
in commen? g

2. Which pop star said "I think
Enoch Powell is the man. I'm all
for him. This country is
overcrowded. The immigrants
should be sent home "

3. Which pop star said "We
elected our man Mixon
president, and il you don't stand
behind him, get the hell oul of
the way so that | can stand
behind him"?

4. When the Move had a no. 1 hit
in Britain with “Flowers In The
Rain”, which politician won
their royalties in a |ibel suit over
a cartoon on the record cover?

AUSTRALIANA

1. Which Australian mountain is
named after a Pole who led an
uprising against Russia's
partition of Poland in 17947

2. Who were transported from
Dorset 1o Australia in 1834 for
forming a union?

3. What was the longest strike in
Australian history? (Area and
years)

4 Which group of workers
successfully struck against a
fringe benefits tax?

Westpac staff in 1286 over a

lax on low interest loans

Utah miners in 1880 over a

tax on cheap rents

Postal warkers in 1875 over a

tax on meal allowances

Labor MPs in 1974 over a lax
on free air travel

o -

a
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oliday Trivia Qui

5 What do Labor MP Hic
Charleswarth and National MP
John Stone have in common?

6. What do Sir John Kerr and Dr
lan Sharp, custodian of the
BLF's funds in Yictoria, have in
comman?

7. Name the politicians partially
pictured below

BYWAYS OF HISTORY
1. Malch the follo

g people
how they

i, Jerry Rubin ii. Ma
ili. Eldridge Cleave
iv. Sylvia Pankhur:
v Alexander Kerensky

shal Ky

supporter of Haile Selassie
1 again Christian
ademic at Stanford

d aliquor stare manager in LA
e aWall 5t stockbroker

2. Which modern British party is
named after Irish thieves?

3 In which war were many
British soldiers issued with only
oneboot? Was itthe left ar right?

4 Who was kicked out of Jordan
in 18707 Which terrarist group
took their name from the event?

5 Who slapped the face of
Britain's Home Secretary in

19727
a Margaret Thatcher
b. lan Paisley
c. Bernadette Devlin
d. all of the above
6 Fromwhichwordsisthen
b ame
Pakistan” derived? E

IMPERIALISM

wer did the
defeat in 18547

2 The Cameroons have bean
eolonial territaries of which 3
powers?

3. Which undeclared war is
known as Russia's Vietnam?
A ich w known as

t down the
men
it down a Fre

Abyssinia by Italy
Falklands by Brilz

all the
| ) known
y Harmony Fists?
guerilla group did
leagan | as the

Grenada

not @
\-aligned
i

th Korea

BIGGEST & BEST
1 c

did President P
I af in 1913

J. the world's richest
4. Whow ttestex-king an
the Ri ?

5 Who the world's gavies!
monarch’

6 Who is the world's lan

ale al

reigning head of
present?
7. What was the worlds It
general strike?
8. What was the world's arges!
general strike?

Deadly games
in the nuclear

playground

Nuclear Playground, by
stewart Firth. Allen & Unwin

INCE World War Il,
westernsuperpowers
have used the South Pacific
a5 a testing ground for new
weapons and @ dumping
ground for nuclear waste.
Nuclear hombs have b
exploded at Bikini, Encwetak,
Kwajalein, Johnston, Christmas
and Malden islands
Americans; at Mururoa and
Fangataufa by the French
at Monte Bello, Emu Field and
Maralinga by the British

Inall, says Stewart Firth, over
300 nuclear devices have been
exploded in the Pacific in (he last
forty years

As a result, the Pa
is contaminated
fallout makes severa
atolls uninhabitable, and the
food chain has been violated
Native lifestyles have been
immevocably damaged by the
invasion of military
and western consumer

Stewart Finth's lucid
of these events m:
reading. In some
inhabitants of the test sites have
been callously used as
pigs, for the express purpo!
measuring the effect of fallout
on civilian populations and the
food chain,

Firth points out that only
colonialism makes this possible
Pressure from its own people
has stopped the US from testing
athome, and the French would
never consider testing in
metropolitan France

personnel

il
5 chilling

USTRALIA is not a
A Rnuclear power. But as a
Junior partner in the colonial

exploitation of the Pac
Interests are close to America's

Australia’s moderate positic
on the South Pacific Nuclear
Free Zone confirms Firth's view

¥ channeling anti-nuclear
Senliment in the region onto the
French testing program, Hawke

UBSCRIBE
to Socialist

has done much to blunt the ant-
US  feeling in the peace
nent and the impact of
and's measures,

ishington has no trouble
a nuclear free zone
cred transit of
capons. Firth provides
werwhelming cvidence that
Australia is a vital strand in the

W un hing

clear web stretching from
Hawail to the Philippines

A strength of Firth’s hook is
that he tackles this issue, unlike
others who skirt around it

Unlike Keith Suter’s book fs
There Life After ANZUS?, Firth
is prepared 1o say that ANZUS
s a nu alliance and tk

Australi oul o

Following the Lange ban on
US warship visits in 1984
America has relied more and
more on Australia as a re
wer. While Labor Lout:

inself
i takes small

15 pro-peace a
nitiatives suck
“Disarmament Ambassado

Firth suggests that behind

lacade

careful not

Firth goes on to observe thal
in the fundamentals of defence
policy

the present Australian Labor

government

distinguish

The policy on nu
visits is the same as Fraser’s
the sale of uranium lo France
would have done the Squire of
Nareen proud indeed

It seems the chant heard on

Bob, Yello Cake
comparing Hawke Lo

does Menrzies an injustice!

HE PACIFICS fi 1 anii-
nucle ;:mupfunned Fiji
in 1970,

ATOM, “Against Tests On
Mururc was formed by
student and Christian groups
including the Fiji YWCA and
the Pacific Conference aof
Churches. ATOM helped

organise the first conference 0f

anti-nuclear activists in Suvi in
1975

ATOM has since expunded
into @ loose coalition of unions.

non-government aid OTgANIs"

not dream of tesling in France

tions. disarmament activists and
b wronmentalist

clout

t of the
erpowers, but has achieved a

lot in raising the ConsclOUsnHEss

of Pacilic Islanders, Without
groups like ATOM, the
slanders who are currently

suing the US rument (o
damages caused by nuclear tests
would not have made their
terrible situation known to the
rest of the world

The Fiji Anti-Nuclear Group
(FANG) has been a thorn in
America’s side, and for a short
time in 1982 may even have been
part of the reason that Ratu
Kamisese Mara, then Prime

Minister, banned nuclear
warship visits, Mara dropped
the ban in 1983 after being

heavily feted by the US.

Nuclear Playground was
writien before Fiji's iwa coups,
but makes it clear why
Washington wis so happy L0 &€
the advent of Colonel Rabuka

Firth says that the Us
objective in Fiji 15 10

§ up a safc ally among
states, now that New

island e
ealand i seen a8 unreliahle.

Firth notes that in 1950,
FANG and the then-emerging
Fiji Labour Party under Dr
Bavadra posed 4 problem for
Washington because they gave
“expression i dwider disguiet in
the country about the [Mara]

French PM Chirac (right) and Territories idlni:l;r Pans: would

ck submarine
 paied i wIsit 10 Su
January 1986, the Fi
government, afraid of popular
inion, did not announee the
wisit i dv did the
police permit a march of protest
through the sireets of the

IRTH'S last chapter is &
ietional account of the start
of World War 3, which many
believe will erupt in the Pacific
theatre.

Hostilities start with a dispute
over US bases in the Philippines
and a nuclear exchange al sea.
Both sides zap each others
control, command, communica
tions and intelligence facilities,
with Pine Gap, Nurrungar and
North West Cape amongst the
first to go. Within hours, the
hulk of the planet is vapourised.
The account is graphic,
convincing and horrilying

The challenge is Lo stop
Stewart Firth’s fiction [rom
becoming fact. The i
movement in the Paific is
ymportant because it shows the
possibility of international
solidarity with a purpose
amuongst aetiviss.

Firth’s book makes us
understand that pavernmen 5
ter how “left wing” of

no mi
“progressive” {and the ALP is
neither), not be relied upon

Stopping nuclear weapons 13
something we have 10 de

' cigl selves
overament’s present foreign  OUPE ]
;nln‘lxm\v\‘:hrn iz h900 tonne US Maritn Hirst
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Heroes, by John Pilger. Pan
Books, §14.95

JOURNALIST with a

conscience is always

g fo have smnething. to
g:nm. Fspecially one like
John Pilger, who has so often
been at the right place at the
right time.

Apart from his famous visits
to Kampuchea, he was therc
when the last Americans left
Victnam and when Bangladesh
faced invasion and famine. He
writes about it all with a savage
criticism laced with humour and
irony, and does not spare
himsell. Yet amidst the brutality
and oppression, he also finds

ETOES.

Since the Indochina war and
its aftermath are the biggest
story, the American government
naturally comes in for a
mauling. 1t 15 useful to have the
story told again of how
Washington used a CIA scare
campaign to get Catholics to flee
North Victnam, then traded on
their plight for propaganda
purposes. And how the massive
invasion — for that’s what it was
— by US forces permanently
scarred a whole country. Not to
mention the. Kampuchean
aftcrmath.

But there are few countries
and their rulers who escape
Pilger’s acid pen. Writing about

cop grabs
auUs flag
from a
negra
boy,
having
already
seized

placard

“7 pilger's unsung

“Each person was issued 2,300
calories per day figures

calculated by the United Nations
as precisely the amount a human p

being needed to survive, and
precisely the amount the agency

L]
could afford on its minuscule to 0
“handout from the ‘international

community’, with the notable
exception of the Palestinians
shrill friend, the Soviet Union,
which gave nothing.”

Pilger goes on 1o devote 1wo
chapiers to Soviet and

best social criticism is probably

what he writes about Britain
“Rosemary Dyer, surrounded

by cows, walked three and a half

milk in cartons and vegetables in
tins. She was not allowed any
fresh vegetables from the farm;

The Dyers owned a 1957
Hillman, but they could not
afford to pay the road tax,”

agricultural labourers reads |ike
something out of Dickens, so
does that of the urban poor:

not the micro-chip; it is Princes
Lodge .. In February 1984 |
slipped past the bouncers who
guarded it and found up to five
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hundred people inside, an
under-class of cowed humanity
T'hey 0
children, over whom 1 had to
step as they pla

Crechoslovak dissidents, but his  filth

corridors; there was nowhere
else for them to play. Some of
the residents had complained,

5 but not for long; several were
miles 10 a supermarket o buy  evicted.”

:Jl.‘i hostel became the locus
or a protest campai

and she walked because she Pllgcllﬂllfus IJIIlrah!;:;En a:”
could not afford the bus fare.  this brings us to the book's main
weakness,

If he were not such a good
writer with a talent fo ic
If the life of English relief, Pilger would Imdra(r\‘::[:;}
his readers queueing up to be
treated for clinical depression,
.. He shows us too m :
My symbol of the 1980s is poor and not ena

Among his heroes, there are
loo few actively fighting back.
An exception is the schoolgirls
of Walthamstow who responded

to racist ag

tation by rallying in
hundreds, a mixture of
races, shouting “We are black,
we are white,
oy

gether we are
But such examples

are too scar
Weread ab

the sufferir
coal miners, yet the vast pag
of working class struggle which
was the 1984-85 miners' strike
gets only a passing mention.
There is a chapler oul the
poor people of Beallsville, Ohio
who lost so many of their sons
during the Vietnam war that
many were utterly despaining
about it Yet surely Pilger could
have devoted some space 1o the
more hopeful side of America in
those days the anti-war
movement in which so many
ordinary working people rallied
and marched and sometimes
went Lo jail.

Again, when he looks at his
home country of Australia, he is
scathing about its racism and
worries about war bases like

Pinc Gap. But where dogs he
place his hapes?

“This is the source
optimism.  During the o8y
general clection a deep seam of
youthful idealism was struck i
Australia . One in lourteen
Australians gave their first
preference vote in the
Senate to the Nuclea,
Disarmament Party.”

Pilger has really missed he
point. The 1984 vote was anly
made possible by the ant.
ctivists who built fipsg
ovement Apainsg
Uranium
mode

ol my

holding local meetin
pasti

ns. None

ts of cities and to
ol this 1s mentioned

UCH weaknesses notwith
anding, for a critical
portrait of modern times I kn

of nothing to compare with this
hook

| known. Instead
lude with his
¢ last day of th
am war, [f this di V't
bring home to you the abscenily
of that conflict, nothing will
The last soldiers, diplon
and jourr sts  had
airhfted warship, and &
party began on deck
The rock
the clatter of fes
all but drowne
i

d's discord

st preparations
persistent
at our stern

it an't i
or, peer
side. ‘Damned if 1

kn
Damned
marine m:

s many as filty Vietnamese
a listing

allof that day, in the still hee
wung a hoathook
th pots and pans
arrier’s side

the first steaks
sred and the rock
up, the Blue f
shuddered and moved fory
1 the rust
be take

ing the face
still pleadin
oard, A hox Cola was
thre down to them, but it
and sank. They had been
given, we werc assured, [ive
days' supply of {resh waterand a
map. That their wretched cf
was already sinking and the
people would go nowhere
except down, was acknowledged
but still we steamed away

“We reported that small
finale, but it was published in
only few papers ... The
world's first media war had run
out of ratings. And this generally
happened when only ‘the gooks
were involved.
Richard Enrerson

ow slavery
lost the West

THE STRlKllNG stockman
was recounting .Imw the
policeman was lr_\lnﬁ\lu }.'.il
him back to w':.'k' ou've
got a good boss the copper
argued. “1F he is such ulg.'ll)d
hoss, vou work for him!” was
the reply-

The stockman unwittingly hit
{he nail on the head. \u.'l s and
inlots of other strikes the police
(fo work [or Lhe bosses Here it
was for the pastoralists of nort!
west Australia.

The story of the longest, but
Jeast known strike in Australia
is recounted in a fascinatir
piece of oral history, the T
Hew the West was Losi

;\bmigm.:mmpl.-mnkl
the sheep stations werc IF d
like slaves. They were paid
pittance. 1t was illegal for ther
{0 leave their jobs, Women d
the domestic work. The
were stockmen. Pay was 54
fortnight.

The Department of Nat
Affairs supposedly “protecied
the aboriginal people
meant control by the local c
and the choice of working for a
pastoralist the cop cf
going 10 Jail. ln reality only the
pastoralists were protected

In late 1942, a secret meeling
of the tribes elected Dooley Bin
Bin and Clancy McKenna to
UFBJHW(’J!"\A\CTA\] better wag
and conditions. They werc
isted by a white spokesperson.
Don McLeod, wha s featured
thefilm. He is the only one of the
three alive today and is sull
fighting for abonginal r
Eventually they decided the
strike would begin on N
1946. The two black les
eycled across the desert from
station 10 station leaving home
made calendars showing the
date on which everybody would
R0 on strike.

S0 on May Day 1946, 500
Station workers walked off the
10b. The cops tried 1 cajolc
them back 1o work. They failed
The strikers stood firm. They
held meetings. Some were in 23
languages, using a dozen or so
Interpreters, One meeting in July
Was at the races — everybody
BOCS 1o the races!

The medja ignored the strike
EIT:L)\ the Communist press Lold

Was going on

‘The strike went for three
Years. Two, permancnt strike
SAmps were st up, Strikers were
afrested and frog-marched to

jail in regulation chains, of
course

The film was produced with
the Nomad Aboriginal
Community of the Pilbara
region of north-west Western
Australia. First and foremostit is
th

ir story. lis “stars” are the
kers, Their story is retold on
film just as itis told to children in
around the camp-fire. The
ers and their descendants
re-enact many of the episodes of
the strike

508

St

& 10 i5 the strikers’ story
and an analysis of the strik
guestions are lelt
swered

For instance, it was not until
1949 that the maritime unions
imposed a black ban on the
loading of wool. What were the
unions doing for three years?

Inorder e some of the
o mine lin and

I'he film does not end in 1949
when the strike ended. Irupdates
ck struggle to today. Now
gainst the m
who have taken over from the
pastoralists as the power behind
the Western Australian
ernment. Land

ificent strike has
of Australian

ool history

book wrnitlen CArs a
Professor Bolton of Perth
explained the changes In
mployment like Lhis

aboriginal

war created wider
cnt opportunities for
¢ Nurth both

iy and
The
< diions aros n Lh
Pilbara district of
Australin. Here, under 1h
niluence of @ white man, D¢
d. many Ab
d working fo
1 10 form co
its making 4
k and alluyial

estern

Mel
stappe
alist

ralive

o il anybody whinges [0 you
aboul blacks receiving grants of
land or special gov ernment help.
tell them to see How the West
waas Lost. 1 will show them why
blacks should be recompensed
for years of degradation and
slavery ¢

And if they tell you stories of

.
Blacks re-enact the 1946 walkolf in How The Wes! Was Lost

how Australia used to run on the
sheep's back, remind them how
the wealth was created — with
cheap aboriginal labour.

Jefl Goldfar

FILM w

Superman as
peace activist?

CHRISTOPHER Reeve, weare
told, was determined never to
make another Superman movie.
He agreed to do it on condition
that he could inject the issue of
||-.|cc._\up=‘rrliuui[ is the result

A school boy decides that
writing {o your congressman is
nol going to be much good in the
];ur\uitul«urld peace. So far, 50
good. His much lm!tr‘ idea
is . . . write uperman

This puts Superman under
immense pressure. On the one
hand, he desperately wants to
help Earth people. On the other,
as the image of his mother
Krypton
s sed o
:;};-p\;e ihe course of history.
Never mind that in Supermian n
he did just that and gol away

ith it. b
“I:Tupcrmzu opts forridding the
world of nuclear weapons. as
expected. This he does by the
ingenious thod of mllrrtjng
them all together and ihrowing
them into the sun. Problem
‘u;:ll wait. Lex Luthor. Arch-
Criminal, has escaped from

prison, and uses a hair from
Superman’s head to create
another Super being, with
Superman's strength and an
overwhelming urge to kil
Superman. Luthor (eams up
with the world’s arms dealers,
who are aggrieved at
Superman’s doing away wilh
their honest livelihood. The
stage is set for battle.

This film has two things not
going for it. Firstly |
effects are no longer interesting,
and in fact look technically very
rough around the edges. It L\
about as exciting as @ summit
meeting in Belgium. The fight in
space between Superman and
his alter ego looks like a TV
wrestling bout, and the outcome
is about as unpredictable.

Secondly, ihe issue of peace is
reduced fo the presence of
weapons. Get rid of them, ulnd
the arms dealers, and you've
solved the problem. No mention
of the governments that buy
weapons, the eeonomic forees
{hat drive countries to defend
\heir interests, the fact that war
is politics continued by other
means. 5

The muovie has the requisite
flying scenes, love scenes with
Lois Lane, heln-mrllulg looks
from C hristopher Re:umh-srlp—
blue eyes, and Supermans
conflict of being Clark Keni al
{he same time. But it looks mare
like a comic than any of the

vious films.
llfi found it boring. Only go 10
see it if you like comic hooks.
— Jarrey Stone
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THEISTS often quip
Aﬂnllhcwarld,uilhallus
unhappiness, poverty and
wars, must have been made
by the Devil at a mnrnenl
when God was not looking.

For most people the world

does seem to he simply a branch
office of Hell, Christians and
Marnists alike are critical of the
mess humanity is in

Marxists, of coursc, do not
hlame the Devil for this. We
ho]ds!podﬁtcxplcitingfllﬂsil)l
peaple responsible. Christians
helieve that the trouble lies with
humanity's estrangement from
God and the lack of Love
amongst humans of all classes

There is a gull between
Marxism and Christianity, the
one using class struggle to
eliminate oppression on Earth,
the other using prayer for
paradise in Heaven. This gulf
has narrowed al various times.
The Christianity of the
Inguisition which put science
and eulture in intelleciual leg-
irons and barbecued 30,000
*heretics’ is further from a
socialist perspective than the
Christianity of a gun-toting
waorker priest fighting against a
Somoza or a Marcos,

Makeshift tactical bridges
have been slung between
Marxism and Christianity as
well. Elements of the Church
have always adapied 1o rising
class struggle. Christianity's
oppositional Toots, expressed
today in liberation theology.
have grown and influenced
many workers. Marxists have
always urged for unity in class
struggle with religious workers

Yet religion still poses
problems for socialist change
The Church blunted Solidarity
in Poland, and in the peace
movement, Quakers argue for
disarmament through moral
persuasion. The role of class
struggle divides the two
contending world outlooks and
their basic philosophics are
unreconeiled.

Matxism has no truek with
ihe notion of Divine beings. The
anly “proof” of God's existence
Ain the person of Christ) are the
historically unreliable Gospels
which were ghost-written sixty
wears after the alleged events. If
there is no supernatural, all that
is leftis the natural, all that is left
is atoms,

. mlhnnntc[diwncpurpnsr
18 no eause for gloom, however.
'_W needs miracles when atoms
lnlh:lhnpea[humnh:ingmm
at work and play doing
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wondrous things with hand and
bran?

N SCIENTIFIC

historical terms, Ch Y
is nonsense but the human need
for it is not nonsense.

As Engels put it, Christiamty
has lasted 1,900 years
“cannot be disposed of merely
by declaring it to be nonsense
glued 1ogether by fraud”.
Religion arosc from fear of the
unknown and uncontrollable,
such as discase and natural
disasters. Gods were created 10
explain these forces,

With the development of class
society, the power of a ruling
class and its armed enfors
becamce another source of fear
The creation of new gods were
aided by this class to sanctify
their power. “Man", as Marx
put it, “makes religion. Religion
does nol make man'.

Religion cxpresses the earthly
suffering of people. It is, wrote

arx, “the sigh of the oppressed
creature, the heari of a heariless
world”. Thus movements of the
oppressed  often  (a on a
religious garb. Christianity
arose amongst the slaves in the
eastern provinees of the Roman

mp “Like every grear
revalutionary movenent”, said
Engels, “Christianity was made
by the masses”.

and
ty

HRISTIANITY initially

was revolutionary, in that
its message of liberation from
poverty was thought by believers
1o mean liberation here and
now,

But its method, reaching
of the gospel to all, including
slaveowners and CMpPErors,
promoted class collaboration,
Christ's assaull on the mope
lenders in the temple was for
symbaolic purposes only. His

render

taxes unto
for real.
t the same time as

Christianity promoted practical
subservicncé to oppression, it
dulled the pain of oppre
with the drug of Heaven. It
said Marx, “rhe opium of

SiC

ifre
people”, or (as Lenin preferred)

spiritual b

This anaesthetic property of
religion explains why it has be
duly rewarded by the cxploiters
of every age as an aid to political

control. Christiamty, the rebel
movement of slaves, took only
300 years to become the

established rel

Roman state
Like that other drug,

Christianity can pro

ion of the

cohol

uce raised
voices (it is the oppressed’s cry
against injustice) but the end
result 15 passivity. Christianity
with its preaching of “goodwill
to all men”, is hesitant about
methads other than non-violent
reconciliation of class enemies
It is self-crucifixion of the
working class to love the
capitalists with their hand in
your pocket or the jailers with
their hoots on your neck

QCIALIST revolution does
the need for
antiquated beliefs
U naturally, however,
s support freedom of
religious belief.

There should be no attempts
like that of the Paris Commune
in 1871 to abolish God by decree
and prohibit religion by law
Engels eriticised this approach
because it tries to change
people’s consciousness for them
and because “persecution is the
hesi means of proniofing
undesirable conviciions "

Under socialism there may
ious™ debate
on the eternal question the

CoMPLAIN
PAR A E!:!I-?r

o ning of life that
P ers from Plato 1o
Monty Python have worried at
But there will be so much self-
tion and ereativity going

1. 50 much earthly “meaning of
fe", that the debate will be

y's last words must be
Surrounded by the
of Stalinism and
politically
slander

ars,
isolated by
and assassination
pts, it was faith that kept

this communist and atheist from
i die”, he wrotein

and in
€5 e even naw such
resisiance as cannol be

v religion”.
il Sharmon

TRIVIA SOLUTIONS (from pid)
g QUOTES: 1

1-Kosciusko 2-The
s 3-Pilbara 1946-49

ho 0

ith !

6-Both played key

of Clarrie O'She 9
@ b-Bob Hawke c-Joh

Petersen d-Janine Hal

fv-a v-c 2-Tories
PLO, Black Seplember 5-C
Afghan frontier/Kashmir/B
IMPEAIALISM
Britain and Franc i
Oman clyil war 4-b 5-c 6-Boxer
Contras B-Burma 9-Swilzerland

BIGGEST & BEST 1-Bolivi

Shorlest term of effice (1 noun) &
Queen Elizabsth 11 4-Farouk of EQYE!
5-King of Tonga 6-Hirohito of Japar

7-Palestine (1936-39) 8-France 1968

L
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WORKING CLASS HISTOR

HE SUFFRAGETTE
movement -,-nl! captures

hlic jmagination, and
fa:n](hurﬁl is its most famous

name:
Yetl

he Suffragetic movement

d by the Pankhursis was
: uccessful in gaining votes for
iy . These only came as part
“;‘Tu?jmgx- for the entire adult
o-anmgduas a reform granted
:1 the British ruling ¢ \afx .|\.|;-|
World War One to defuse a
revolutionary climate.

Indecd, the Suffraget
1d not win with its
approach

movement coll
class collaborationist 1
and 118 individualist tactics \
qmckly hecame dubbed “votes
for the ladics” because of .‘LT
main demand of votes lor
women on thesame basis as me
_in other words, 1
wealthy women!
But one Pankhurst stood ou
from the rest of the famils
Sylvia retained membershi
\he Sulfragettcs’ WSPI
{Women's Social & Politica
Union) and took part in its
conceived hunger strikes

e 595 of

Slvia Pankhurst flanked by sister Christabel (right) and Emily
Davison at a 1910 Sutfragette march
she mever broke her links with

st The communist
e Suffragette

class W
only. She could not break with
her mother and sister, Emmeline

1i-
But

as a revolutio

In the East End
from about 1912
Sylvia Pankhurst «
working class wome

happening in Russia and to
spread propaganda amongst the

\he East London Federatior { Christabel, whom she workingelass. On 17 November
¢ East London Federatiol bie el
h:rrm ST (ELES), w ydmired 1917, Sylvia Pankhurst wrot
R e e I Fortunately, they broke with oy he revalution stopped
became the nucleus of a socialist i Qi o
ety She led the ELFS in a  her. In 1914, they expelled her
g 5 she spoke on the same
series of rent strikes — e : 'I““ 2 |‘ o
narent” —and held mass pul platform;as Juimes LONG: S
. S support the striking nity than an eche of the

meetings, She campaig

lution. Now it bids

better conditions for working Workersd iring the pernod of the
yublin locko
women and tried to form a | AE"'“ I‘:'[-\}H S 2
umion of serving girls mmeline anc dhrl e
2 ere now leading a tiny WSPL et
In 1913, inspired by Jamecs become a rabidly e L

Connelly’s Irish Citizens Army

Sylvi tionalist organisation. It gave
Sylvia Pankhurst formed the

feathers, symbolising

the Bolsheviks of Russia; may
they open the door which leads

white

P! x ‘. e 51 or the people of all

People’s Army. This shesawas s uio s dice™ 10 young men who for the people

::m of orgamising men and g4 qor enlist for the |.m|k‘ﬂ-|]l“

":vmrlu_m fight for frecdomand o Erymeline and Christabel URING this, her best
resist the “hruta f campaigned for industrial peace itical period, Sylvia

overnment servants g ave i

‘ts_wmh nt servants”, The army during the militant wave of Pankhurst had close connections

Fullrd each Wednesday after the strikes and lockouts in the ith workers' leaders on “Red

= mling R L £ dine  With W f

“I!I_h\lmu‘”u and was  peiain of 1910-1914. Emmeline o e and the South Welsh

ik L] -.nL and supported by exhorted Russian premier coalfields, and with the
indreds of cheering Ea con the eviks i

Enders, Atits p:-.ll\“nl.“lﬁ.lu| 51 Kerensky o keep the BoBheks 4o ojopment of the  shop

in line

ylvia, on the other hand, was
tremendously excited by the
events in Russia. She had
successfully run and edited a
newspaper, The Women 3
Dreadnought, since 1914, and its
name was changed 10 HA_‘
Workers' Dreadnought n 1917

stewards” movement.

he established contact with
{he Bolsheviks, and cares
ponded with Lenin about the
future of British communism.
She argued with Lenin 0ver :mr
question of electoral n,up{u‘vr:'&-li
the emergent Labour Party. He
attitude was to abstain from

Army had 700 women members

STHE workers' movement
in the East End was
Swelling, the Suffragette
Movement was falling apar
aclics became more and
more desperate, culminating in

:f-hmll_y Wilding Davison < members realised umj such support as the Labt:,lll:
K:n\;:ng herself in front of the idarily hbelween men an Party, shesaid, would inevitabl
S racehorse

Lif they were

Sylvia  women wasesseatialif
going ¢ fight’
mm,mmn(hx e
1t was the first British paper lul

really grasp the internationa
: ha ‘as

implications of what wal

come to power. Rev nluunnalth\l
should gird their loins for the
coming fight with Labour in

office.

::r[l}l‘ihum_ remained a member
) e WSPU even though she
sagreed with its main demand
of Yotes for bourgeois women

OCIALIST ACTION

o ———

Lenin correctly saw the
potential of electoral support of
Labour at a time when workers
were flocking 1o join it and
rcgardgd it as representing their
class interesis. Lenin refuted
Pankhurst in the pamphlet Lefi
Wing Compunism, An Infanile
Disorder and set down many of
the arguments for electoral
support of Labour which still
have currency today, including
the support of Labour “the sanie
Way as a4 rope supports o
hanging man”.

Having found it hard to break
with the bourgeois feminism of
her conservative mother and
sister at an carlier period, Sylvia
Pankhurst now failed to

recognise the conditions under
which work with more
backward forces was necessary.

Her revolutionary impatience
culminated in her unilaterally
declaring her own tiny
communist party, the Workers’
Suffrage movement which grew
out of the ELFS, as the British
section of the Communist
International.

P»\Vkumsrw failure to
join with other tiny
communist groups was
mistaken and was a blow to
British communism, as she had
great credibility amongst
London workers.

Lenin rebuked her sharply
and contact between them
ceased. She entered an ab;
muddled thinking which lasted
the remaining decades of her life,
even supporting the despotic
Emperor Haile Selassic of
Ethiopia

The excellent Workers®
Dreadnought reflected  her
increasingly bizarre politics, and
its circulation diminished and
died. One final edition talked of
Lenin and the communists
wandering in the wilderness, a
sadly apt description of
Pankhurst's own plight. :

Sylvia Pankhurst died in
1960, aged 78. Despite her
decline, she was by far the best
politically of her famous family,
and u brilliant star of Britain’s
Jabour movement in the vital
y 917-1920.
=iy - Dorothy Morgan

— il

e e
nti-capitalist war gartoon
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ANUARY in Australian
'sport means tennis.
Tennis means the Australian
Open. And this summer, the
Australian Open means
profests agains! Pat Cash.
Since opinion polis show 65%
support for Gash's trip to South
Africa, prolestors can expect a
bitof flak. So let's go over the Pat
Cash argument
Cash's excuses for playing in
South Africa were pathetic. He
wasn't going for the money, he
claimed — and promptly played
in a $500,000 exhibition
tournament. He needed the
Grand Prix points frdm the South
African Open, he claimed — even
though the Brazilian Open was
the very next week. No he
eouldn't play in Brazil, since he
had an obligation to play a trashy
Skins Games tournament. Never
mind any obligation o South
Africa’s blacks, who are engaged
in a skins game of a rather more
deadly kind
His trip was not political, Cash
claimed — an excuse that Bob
Hawke backed up. Yet within a
week, Cash was making
judgments that must have been
music to PW. Bolha's ears
“There are two sides to every
story,” he opined about South
Africa, there are actually
good things in every siluation.”
Cash was not being poltical, of
course. It was just that South
Africa was “very like Austrafia”{a
standard propaganda claim of
the white regime). "They drive
the same cars on the same side of
the road. The trees and foliage
and the weather are all very
simifar.” Il Cash had gone lo
Soweto, he might have found
rather fewer cars and trees and
foliage to drivel on about
Cash ended his trip by
announcing that he would bring
out one black and one white
junior ta play in Australia. David
Homes of Melbourne's Anti
Apartheid Movement was spol
on when he observed thal it was
“a loken gesture of the worst
kind _a move (o simply defer
crilicism ol Cash for going to
Sautn Africa, It is insulling 1o the
black people of South Africa
They don'l need or want our
charity . they are calling lor
aparthe(d 1 be abolished”

forgot was the UM sporting
boycott of South Africa, placed
after years of agitation both
inside and outside the apartheid
system. Tabin's comments
reflect the blind eye tumed to
racism by the tennis establish-
ment

The International Tennis
Federalion sanclions the South
African Open as a Grand Prix
{ournament. even though the UN
boycott has made it a joke. Cash
was the lirsi Wimbledon
champion 1o bother with itin over
a decade. The Swedes are
banned from playing in it by their
government. Yet the ITF not anly
recognises it, but placesitlateon
the tennis calendar, so that
players desperate for cheap
Grand Prix points are tempted to
enter
The South African Open is
open’ in name only. Former
South African tennis administra-
tor Patrick Wagner says that top
black South African players like
David Somai are not invited to
play in it despite having the

ATURALLY the tennis
slablishment sprang lo
defence.

Cash had broken no Tennis
8 rules, claimed tennis
Tobin. And anyway,
“There has been tennis in South
Adrica o B2 years. T

rules. |

ability. Black ball-girls may have
cheered Cash and fetched balls
for him, but blacks could not
compele with him as equals
Tennis is stjll a bastion of white
privilege in South Africa. White
Johannesburg has the mast
privale tennis courts per capitain
the world. By contrasl, a survey
of 41 black schools around
Capetown shows not one lennis
courl for 20,000 pupils
The picture is similar in other

HEY Kip!
COME ToO
AUSTRALIA
AND DO

SOME
SERVICES
FOR A
MASTER!!

Percapita, whites h 12
s many athletics tracks, 18

South Africa

rting reforms are r
Ms to the Liguor and
Acts which exempt
players and spectators
restrictions on racial
mixing. Blacks still need passes
to cross from black lo while areas
1o use “deracialised” facilities,
And the schools, the foundat
of any sporting system, are
strictly egated. White
hoals, with 17% of pupils, have
2% of school sporting facililies
Few blacks have the time or
noney to train sericusly lor sport
anyway. Most travel long
distances to work from far-flung
dormitary suburbs, often leaving
and returning in darkness. (n
ural areas and lhe black
homelands”, blacks are simply
too poor to play sporl seriously.

CASH'S delenders trotted out
some more lamiliar
arguments, which were just as
feeble as Cash's.

What aboul Ausliralia's
treatment of blacks, they asked
Unlike the Lell, which has long
fought on this issue, sueh
hypacriles only seem to nolice
Aboriginal oppression when
their right to lour South Africa is
challenged.

seg

with Alsc Kahn i

on sport, Ihey askad,
tralia does massive

nd  trade boycolls
2 ALP, which under
itlam increased trade
rica
Vhy pick on South Africa, they
0 there are ofher
gimes? Here, wa
iberals who reply
frica is special
egally enshrines

the legal nicelies
h matte
Africa, black
and t

When other
against their c
Poland or Chile or Fiji
b tts, we suppc

HY PICK on Pat Cash, then,

his defenders ask in one

last despairing try, when over 130

Ausiralians have broken the
boycoll?

The answer is that we do

The rebel crickelers copped

protests and suspensi

trips, admitte
lasl year p

is lourists

y M.

as the most promir
the most damage to the
Just two days after he
announced his trip, the
Auslralian Rugby Union, which
has been itching to tour, made &
new lobbying push

Tennis player Jasmal Dhiraj, &
South African Indian exiled for
his colour, has put it as bluntly as
passible to mercenaries like Fal
Cash |
“Go home, we don'l wan! you,
finish. The whiles are lucky we
cannol demonsirate in Soulh
Africa, Il we could, not a single
malch would lake place.”




