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THESES OF THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL

On the Role of the Communist Party in the Prole-
tarian Revolution, :

The first year’s activity of the Communist Interna-
tional was devoted principally to propaganda and
spreading of Communist ideas. At the present mo-
ment, before the Second Congress of the Communist
International, the world-wide organisation of the pro-
letariat is entering a new phase: the Communist In-
ternational is entering the period of organisation and
construetion, Hitherto in the various countries there
existed only Communist tendencies amongst the work-
ers. At the present moment, in nearly every country
where there is a serious working-class movement, we
have no longer tendencies, but Communist organisa-
tions and parties. This cirecumstance must move the
Second Congress of the Imternational to taie up a
perfectly clear and exact position on the subject of
the role of the Communist Party before and after the
conquest of power by the working-class,  Amongst
certain supporters of Comtmunism (the “‘Leit’’ move-
ment in Germany, the supporters of the I.W.W. in
Ameriea, certain groups of revolutionary Syndical-
jsts and Anarchists) there may be noticed an insuffi-
cient estimate of the role of the Commuuist Party, as
such, and even a direct denial of the necessity of the
existence of a Communist Party. This will serve as
an additional motive to impel the Second Congress
of the Communist International clearly and definitely
to deal with the questions stated above.

(1) The Communist Party is a section of the work-
ing class. To be more precise, its wost advanced, its
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doubtedly a section of the working class. The more
or less considerable masses of workers who still sup-
port the Schiedemanns, Gompers, and Co., are un-
doubtedly a section of the working elass. In given
historieal circumstances there may he present in the
working class reactionary strains of large numerical
strength.  The problem of a Communism does not
consist in the party’s adapting itself to these back-
ward sections of the werking class, but in raising the
whole working class to the level of its Communist
vanguard. The confusion of these two ideas—party
and class—may lead to the greatest possible mistakes
and chaos. Thus, for example, it is clear that, in spite
of the mood or the prejudices of a certain section of
the working class masses during the imperialist war,
the duty of the working-class party was, in spite of
all, to come out against those prejudices, defending
the historical intcrests of the proletariat—interests
which demanded on the part of the proletarian party
a declaration of war against war,

Thus, for example, at the beginning of the imper-
ialist war in 1914, the social-traitors of all ecountries,
supporting the bourgeoisie of ‘‘their’’ country, with
common accord adduced in their defence the claim
that such was the will of the working class. And they
forgot that, even if this were so, the duty of the pro-
letarian party, under such conditions, was to declare
itself against the opinion of the majority of the work-
ers and to defend the historical interests of the prole-
tariat in spite of all. Thus, in the early years of the
twentieth century, the Russian Mensheviks of the
time (the so-called ‘‘economists’’) repudiated an open
political struggle against Tsarism on the basis that
forsooth, the working class as a whole had not yet
attained to an understanding of the political struggle.

(4) The Communist International is unshakably
convineced that the collapse of the old ‘‘social-demo-
cratie’’ parties of the 2ud International ean in no wise
be represented as a collapse of proletarian party life
altogether, The period of direct struggle for the die-

)
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dependent working class party, objectively speaking,
has helped, and helps, only the capitalist class and
counter-revolutionary ‘‘Social-Democrats.””  In their
propaganda against the Communist Party, which the
syndicalists and the industrialists wish to replace by
Trades Unions alone, or by formless ‘‘General’’ Labor
Unions, they come on to common ground with
acknowledged opportunists. The Russian Men-
sheviks, after the defeat of the 1905 revolution, for
several years preached a so-called ““Labour Confer-
ence,”’ which was to take the place of the revolution-
ary party of the working class. All kinds of ““Labour-
ists”’ in England and America, who in practice are
openly engaged in carrying out bourgeois policy,
preach to the workers the creation of shapeless
“Labour Unions’’ in place of a political party. The
revolutionary syndicalists and industrials are anxious
to struggle against the dictatorship of the capitalist
class. but do not know how to set about it. They do
Lot notice that the working class without an indepen-
dent political party is a body without a head.
Revolutionary syndicalism and industrialism repre-
sent a step forward only in comparisou with the old,
worn out, counter-revolutionary ideology of the See-
ond International. But, in comparison with revolu-
tionary Marxism, ie., with Communism, syndicalism
and industrialism represent a step back. The declar-
ation of the ‘‘Left’’ Communists of Germany (made
by them in their programime statement at their first
congress in April) to the effect that they are creating
a party. ‘“‘but not a party in the usual, traditional
cense of the word’’—(Keine Partei im uberlieferten
Ginne’)—is a surrender to those views of svndical-
ism and industrialism which are in essence reaction-
ary.
(6) The Commun’sts whole-heartedly support the
formation, side by side with the Communist Party, of
of the widest possible non-party Labour organisations.
The Communists eonsider as their most important
{ask a systematic work of organisation and education
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in no way diminishes the guiding role of the Commu-
nist Party in the Proletarian Revolution. The German
«YTeft’” Communists (see the appeal of their party
to the German proletariat, April 14th, 1920, signed,
¢“Phe Communist Labour Party of Germany’’) declare
that the ‘‘the party, too, must adapt itself more and
more to the idea of the Soviets and to adopt a prole-
tarian character— ‘Wird gefordert dass auch die
Partie sich immer mehr dem Rategedanken anpasst
und proletarischen Charakter annimmt’’ (Kommunist-
ische Arbeiterzeitung). This is a misleading state-
ment of tlc idea tlat the Communist Party, forsooth,
must melt into the Soviets, that the Soviets can, some-
how, talke the place of the Commmnnist Party.

This idea is fundamentally ncorreet and reaction-
ary.
[n the Listory of the Russian Revolution, we wit-
nossed a whole epoch when the Soviets opposed the
and supported the policy of the
The same was witnessed
r countries

proletarian party
agents ol the bourgeoisie.
in Germany. The same is possible in othe
also.
On the contrary, in order that the Soviets may
carry out their historical mission, the existence 18
required of such a strong Commuuist Party that it
will not merely ‘“‘adapt itself” to the Soviets, but
will be able 10 exercise a decisive influence on their
policy to force them of their own accord tu reject
“‘adaptation’’ to the capitalist class and the White
Social Demoeracy, and, through the medium of the
Communist groups in the Soviets, to lead the latter in
the path laid down by the Party.
Those who propose, that the Communist Party
should *‘adapt’” itself to the Soviets, those who see in
guch an adaptation a strengthening of the ‘‘prole-
tarian charaeter’’ of the Party—such persons are con-
ferring a very doubtiul favour upon both the Party
and the Soviets, and are ignorant both of the meaning
of the Party and of the meaning of the Soviets. The
(‘Qoviet idea’’ will be victorious the more quickly,
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out of paths towards a new Labour discipline—in all
those spheres a decisive voice belongs to the Commu-
nist Party, the members of which, by their living ex-
ample, lead in their train the majority of the working
classs.

(11) The necessity of a political party of the pro-
letariat disappears only with the complete abolition
of classes. On the road to this final vietory of Com-
munism, it is possible that the relative importance of
the three fundamental proletarian organisations of
to-day (the Party, the Soviets, and the Producers’
Unions) will be altered, and that gradually one single
type of labour organisation will be crystallised out.
But the Communist Party will be amalgamated en-
tirely with the working class only when Communism
ceases to be an aim of the struggle and the whole
working class becomes Communist.

(12) The Second Congress of the Communist Inter-
national must not only affirm the historical mission
of the Communist Party generally, but must point out
to the international proletariaf, if only in the most
general terms, what kind of a Communist Party is
required.

(13) The Communist International considers that,
especially in the epoch of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, the Communist Party must be built up on
the foundation of an iron proletarian centralism, In
order suceessfully to guide the working class in the
long and obstinate eivil struggle that is upon us, the
Communist Party itself must create within its ranks
an iron military diseipline. The experience of the
Russian Communist Party, whiceh has for three years
successfully guided the civil war of the working class,
has shown that in this gphere without the strictest
discipline, the most perfect centralisation, and the
most complete comradely confidence of all the Party
organisations in the guiding party centre, the vietory
of the workers is impossible.

(14) The Communist Party must be built up on the
foundation of democratic centralism. The chief prin-
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or another, do not obey the orders of the Party, must
be expelled from the ranks of the Communists,

The legal Press (newspapers, literature) must be
unconditionally and entirely subordinate to the Party
as a whole and fo its executive committee, No con-
cessions in this respect are permissible.

(18) The fundamental basis of all the organising
work of the Party and of the Communists must be the
gettingup of Communist nuelei (groups) wherever
there is even a small number of proletarians and gemi-
proletarians. In every Couneil of Workers’ Deputies,
in every trade union, in every eo-operafive organisa-
tion, in every workshop, in every house commniittee, in
every governmental institution, everywhere, if there
be only three persons sympathising with Communism,
it is necessary immediately to organise a Communist
group. It is only the organisation of the Commu-
nists that-allows the vanguard of the working-class
to lead the whole of the working-class. All the groups
of Communists at work in the non-party organisations
are unconditionally gubordinated to the party organi-
sation as a whole, independently of whether the Party
at the given moment is working legally or illegally.
The Communist groups of all kinds must be subordin-
ated to one another in a striet hierarchy, in the most
accurate form possible. 4

(19) The Communist Party almost everywhere is
born as a town party, as a party of the industrial
worlers, living mainly in the towns. In order to
achieve the easiest and swiftest possible victory of the
working class, it is necessary that the Communist
Party should become not merely a party of the town,
but also of the villages. The Communist Party must
carry on its propaganda and organisation amongst
the agricultural labouvers, the small and _middle peas-
antry. The Communist. Party, with particular persis-
tence, must attempt the organisation of Communist
groups in the villages. ;

The international organisation of the proletariat
can be powerful only if in all countries where Com-
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mmunists live and struggle the view of the part played
_ by the Communist Party, as ountlined above, is con-
firmed. The Communist International invites to its
congresses every trade union acknowledging the prin-
ciples of the Third International and ready to break
with the Yellow International. The Communist Inter-
national will organise under its auspices an interna-
tional section of Red Trades Unions standing on the
platform of Commumism. The Communist Inter-
national will not refuse to co-operate with any non-
party working-class organisation, if it wishes to carry
on a serious revolutionary struggle against the capi-
talist class. But the Communist Internatiounal, side
by side with this, will always point out to the workers
of the whole world: (1) The Communist Patry is the
chief and most important weapon of emancipation of
the working elass. In every country there should now
-bp no longer groups and tendencies, but a Commu-
nist Party. (2) In every country there should exist
only one single Communist Party. (3) The Commu-
nist Party must be built on the principle of strict een-
tralisat;on and, in the period of civil war, must intro-
duce mintary discipline into its ranks. (4) Wherever
there are ten proletarians or semi-proletarians, the
Communist Party must have its organised nucleus
(group). (5) In every non-party institution there
must exist a Communist group, most strictly subor-
dinated to the Party as a whole. (6) Firmly and de-
votedly guarding the programme and the revolution-
ary tactics of Communism, the Communist Party
must always be connected in the eclosest possible fash-
won w1th_the great working class organisations and
must _av01d sectarianism as much as it avoids lack of
principle.

II—The Communist Parties and the Question of

Parliamentarism.

(1) In.a number of countries in Western Furope
a{ld America, one of the burning questions of Commu-
uist tactics is that of the Parliamentary struggle, The
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split in the German Communist Party, the formation
of an anti-Parliamentarian fraction in the Italian
Party, the position of the Belgian Communist group,
the disputes in the ranks of the British Communists,
and, finally, the attitude of revolutionary syndicalist
cireles and of the I.W.W.—all these necessitate clear
and definite guidance on the part of the Communist
International.
L

(2) Parnamentarism as a State system is the *‘dem-
ocratic’’ form of bourgeois supremacy, which requires,
at a certain stage of its development, the aid of the
fietion of popular representation. The latter, outward-
ly the organisation of the people’s will irrespective of
classes, in reality is a machine of suppression and op-
pression in the hands of dominant capitalism.

(3) Parliamentarism is a definite form of State
structure. Consequently it can in no way be a form of
Communist society, which knows neither classes, nor
the class struggle, nor any form of State whatsoever.

(4) Parliamentarism cannot even be the form of the
proletarian government during the period of fransi-
tion from the dietatorship of the bourgeoisie to the
dictatorship of the proletariat. At the moment of in-
tensified class struggle, passing into ecivil war, the
proletariat must inevitably huild up its State organi-
sation as a fichting organisation, into which represen-
tatives of the former ruling classes cannot be admit-
ted. At such a stage, any fiction of ‘‘the oeneral
will”? is directly harmful to the proletariat; and simni-
larly unnecessary and harmiful is the Parliamentary
division of funetions. The Soviet Republic represents
the form of the Proletarian Dictatorship.

(6) The bourgeois parliaments, which represent onc
of the important parts of the bourgeois State appara-
tus, eannot be conquered, just as the bourgeois State
itself eannot be conquered by the proletariat. The
problem before the proletariat consists in blowing up
(he bourgeois State machine, in destroying it, and de-
stroying with it all parliamentary institutions, whether

15



of a republic or of a constitutional monarchy.

(6) The same applies to the bourgeois local authori-
ties, which, from a theorctical point of view, it is in-
correct to distinguish from the organs of the State.

In reality, they are just as much parts of the bourgeois |

State mechanism, which will have to be destroyed by
the revolutionary proletariat, and replaced by local
Councils of Workers’ Deputies.

(7) Consequently, Communism repudiates parlia-
mentarism as a form of the future; it repudiates par-
liamentarism as a form of the class dictatorship of the
proletariat; it repudiates the possibility of conquering
parliaments; it lays down as its aim the destruction of
parliamentarism. For this reason there can be a ques-
tion ohly of utilising the bourgeois State institutions
with the object of their destruction. On this, and
only on this plane, can the question be discussed.

1112

(8) Every class struggle is a political struggle,
ginee, in the long run, it is a struggle for power. Any
strike which spreads throughout the country begins to
threaten the bhourgcois State, and thereby acquires a
political character. To strive to overthrow the bour-
geoisie, and to destroy its State apparatus, by what-
ever means, signifies to earry on a political struggle.
The creation of a class apparatus—for the task of
government and to ernsh the opposition of the bour-
geoigie (whatever be the nature of that apparatus)
means the conquest of political power.

(9) Consequently, the question of the political
struggle is not at all the same as the question of our
attitude towards parliamentarism. Tt is the general
question of the class struggle o the proletariat, in the
measure that that struggle passes from petty and sec-
tional forms to a struggle for the overthrow of the
eapitalist order.

(10) The fundamental method of struggle employed
by the proletariat against the bourgeoisie, i.e., against
its State power, is, first and foremost, the method of
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mass action. Mass action is organised and directed
by the mass organisations of the proletariat, under
the general guidance of a strongly knitted, disciplined,
centralised Communist Party. The eivil struggle is a
war. In that war the proletariat must have its efficient
corps of political officers, its efficient political general
staff directing all operations in all spheres of the con-
flict.

(11) The mass struggle represents a whole system
of developing demonstrations, becoming more and
more intensified in their form, and logically leading
to a rising against the Capitalist State. In this mass
struggle, unfolding itself into a civil war, the guiding
party of the proletariat must, as a general rule, con-
solidate in its rear any and every legal position, mak-
ing them subsidiary strong points in its revolutionary
work, and subordinating them to the plan of the chief
campaign, that of the mass struggle.

(12) One of these subordinate strong points is the
floor of the bourgeois parliament. It is not permiss-
ible to urge against participation in parliamentary
action that parliament is an institution of the bour-
geois state. The Communist Party enters that insti-
tution not for the purpose of carrying on organic work
there, but in order to blow up the bourgeois machin-
ery of government, and parliament itself, from within
(e.g. the activity of Liebknecht in Germany, of the
Bolsheviks in the Imperial Duma, in the ‘‘Democratie
Conference’’ in Kerensky’s ‘Pre-parliament,’” finally,
in the ““Constituent Assembly,”’ and likewise in the
town councils). 3

(13) This work in parliaments, which resolves itself
mainly into revolutionary agitation from the floor of
the House, exposure of opponents, the proclamation of
watehwords for the masses, ete., must in its entirety
be subordinated to the aims and problems of the mass
struggle outside parliament.

(14) For this, the following conditions are essential :

1. The absence of any form of ‘‘autonomy’’ for
the Communist groups in Parliament, and their un-
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Questioning subordination to the central committee
of the Party.

9. Constant control and guidance on the part of
the executive committee.

3. The arrangement of simultaneous demonstra-
tions both within and without parliament.

4. A revolutionary attitude in parliament itself,
i.e., the absence of any fear ‘‘on principle’’ of trans-
gressing the rules of parliamentary debate.

5. The execution by Communist members of par-
liament of non-parliamentary worlk, specially in con-.
nection with mass demonstrations.

6. Constant touch with the illegal work of the
Party, and the utilisation of parliamentary privilege,
so far as the latter exists, in this direction,

7. The immediate recall or expulsion from the
Party of every member of the parliamentary group
who, in his parliamentary work, disobeys the order
of the Party.

(15) The electoral campaign itself must be carried
on not in a spirit of pursuit of the maximum number
of parliamentary seats, but in the spirit of the revolu-
tionary mobilisation of the masses around the watch-
words of the proletarian revolution. The electoral
campaign must be carried on by the whole mass of
the members of the party, and not only by the leaders.
It is necessary to utilise and be in complete contact
with all mass actions taking place at the given mo-
ment (strikes, demonstrations, movements amongst
soldiers and sailors, ete.) It is necessary to involve
in active work all the mass organisations of the pro-
letariat.

(16) If these conditions are observed, parliamentary
work represents the complete antithesis of that dirty
political scheming carried on by the Social-Democratic
parties of all countries, who enfer parliament to sup-
port that ‘‘democratic’” institution, or, at best, to
“eonquer’’ it. The Communist Party can stand only
and exclusively for the revolutionary. utilisation of
parliamentarism, as practised by Karl Liebknecht,
Hoglund, and the Bolsheviks.
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(17) Anti-parliamentarism “‘on principle,’” in the
sense of an absolute and categorical refusal icc; partiei-
pate in elections and in the revolutionary parliamen-
tary struggle, thus appears as a naive childish doe-
trine, unable to bear criticism, which ’sometimes has
as its foundation a healthy disgust at parliamentary
pOhthIaI_lS., but which at the same time does not realise
the Dbossibilities of revolutionary parliamentarism. In
addition, this doctrine is frequently connected with a
completely inaccurate understanding of the part to he
played by the Party, which it views not as the fighting
centralised vanguard of the workers, but as a decen-
tralised system of feebly connected revolutionary
groups.

(18) 011' the other hand, there does not follow from
the recognition of the principle of parliamentary work
the ab_solut'e recoguition of the necessity, under all and
any circumstances, of actual elections, or of actual
participation in the sessions of parliament. Here the
question depends on a series of specific conditions.
With a certain grouping of these conditions, it may
become necessary to leave parliament, That is what
the Bolsheviks did when they left the Pre-parliament
in order to ‘‘blow it up,’’ at onee rendering it helpless
and placing in sharp opposition to it the Petrograd
Sovlbef, which was about to take charge of the insur-
rection. This is what they did in the Constituent As-
sembly on the day of its dissolution, transferring all
ﬂlel.l' activity to the second All-Russian Congress of
Soviets. Under different ecircumstances it may be
necessary to boyeott elections and organise a direet
violent attack on the bourgeois parliamentary elique;
or to participate in elections while boycotting parlia-
ment itself; and so on.

(19) In this way, while recognising, as a general
rule, the necessity of participating in elections, both
to central parliaments and to the organs of local self-
governments, as well as of taking part in the work of
those institutions, the Communist Party must decide
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the question coneretely, basing itself on the pecu‘uaz%
conditions of the actual moment. The boycott o
elections or of parliament, and similarly .the abandon-
ment of the latter, are permissible, speakmg _general]y,
when conditions exist for a direct transition to an
armed struggle for power. ‘ :

(20) It is necessary const_antly to keep in mind the
relative unimportance of this question. If t-hta centre
of gravity lies in the struggle for power outgide par;
liament, then it follows as a matter of course that thul
question of proletarian dictatorship, and of the mass
struggle for the latter, is not on a par with the minor
question of utilisation of parliamentarism.

(21) The Communist Internatio_ual, the}'efore,_ de:
clares in the most categorical fashion that it considers
as a crime against the Labour movement any split,
or attempt at a split, within the Communist parties on
this point. The Congress summons all _elemgnts stanfl-
ing for the mass struggle for proletarian dictatorship
under the guidance of the centralised party of the
revolutionary proletariat, which exercises }ts influence
in all the mass organisations of the working-class, to
strive for the complete unity of all Communist
elements in spite of any possible divergence on the
question of parliamentarism.

-
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Communist Parliamentarism.

[To Communist members of bourgeois parliaments
and municipal bodies, and to the Central Committees
of Communist Parties whose duty it is to direct the
Communist groups in hourgeois parliaments, ]

Annex to Theses on Parliamentarism.

The opposition to the Communists entering the
bourgeois parliaments is sustained mostly by the re-
collections of Social-Democratic parliamentarism dur-
ing the epoch of the Second International. The eon-
duct of the majority of the Social-Democratic mem-
bers in the bourgeois parliaments was really so un-
principled and, frequently, treacherous, that this bit-
tTr experience cannot be forgotten by the working
class.

That is why it is necessary for the Communist In-
ternational, which has in the interests of the revolu-
tion advocated the utilisation of the parliamentary
tribune by the Communists, to observe very strictly
the activity of the Communist members, and to take
all measures to create a new type of revolutionary
parliamentarian, a parliamentary Communist warrior:

To this end it is necessary that:—

1. The Communist party as a whole, and its Central
Committee, should, during the preparatory stage, i.e.,
before the parliamentary elections—inspect very care-
fully the quality of the personnel of the parliamentary
group. The Central Committee should be responsible
for all the work of the parliamentary Communist
group. The Central Committee must have the unde-
niable right to reject any candidate of any organisa-
tion, if it is not perfectly convinced that such eandi-
date will carry on a real Communist policy when in
Parliament.

The Communist Parties must desist from the old
Soeial-Democratic habit of electing as deputies only
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the so-called “‘experienced”’ parliamentarians—chiefly
Jawyers and so forth. As a rule, it is necessary to
put workmen forward as candidates, without troub-
ling about the fact that these may sometimes be simple
raml-and-file workers, without much parliamentary
experience.  The Communist Party must treat with
merciless contempt those elements who try o make a
career by joining the party just before the eleetions in
order to get into parliament. The Central Committees
of the Communist Parties must sanction the eandida-
tures of only such men as have, by long years of work,
proved their unwavering loyalty to the working class.

9 When the elections are over the organisations of
the parliamentary group must be wholly in the hands
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party—
whether the party as a whole is a lawful or illegal onc
at the given moment, The chairman and the presidium
of the parliamentary Communist group must be con-
firmed in their functions by the Central Committce of
the Party. The Central Committee of the Party must
have its permanent representative in the parliament
group, with the right of veto. On all important politi-
cal questions the parliamentary group wust ask for
preliminary instructions from the Central Committee
of the Party.

Previously to any important demonstration of the
Communists in parliament, the Central Commitice
must be entitled and bound to appoint or reject the
orator of the faction, to demand of him to hand in
beforehand the theses of his speech, or the text, for
confirmation by the Central Committee, ete. Every
candidate entered on the Communist list must sign a
statement to the effect that, at the first request of the
Central Committee of the Party, he is bound to give
up his mandate, so that the Party can obtain a new
election,

3. In countries where reformist, semi-reformist, or
simply career-secking elements have managed to pene-
trate into the parliamentary Communist groups (as
has already happened in several countries) the Central
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"&u'mmittees of the Communist Parties are hound radi—

cally to weed out the personnel of the groups, on the
principle that it is better for the cause of the working
elass to have a small but truly Communist group than
a numerous one without a regular Communist line of
conduet.

4, A Communist deputy, on the decision of the Cen-
tral Committee, is bound to combine legal work with
illegal work. In countries where the Communist
deputy still enjoys a ecertain inviolability, the latter
must be utilised by way of rendering assistance to the
illegal organisation and propaganda of the Party.

5. The Communist members shall make all their
parliamentary work dependemt en the werk of the
Party outside parliament. The regular introduction
of demonstrative bills, not that they may be passed by
the bourgeois majority, but for the purposes of propa-
ganda, agitation and organisation, must be carried on
under the direction of the Party and its Central Com-
mittee.

6. In the event of labour demonstrations in the

streets, or other revolutionary movements, the Com-
munist deputy must occupy the most conspicuous place
—at the head of the proletarian masses.
7. The Communist deputies must enter, by all
means at their disposal, into relations (under the con-
trol of the Party) either in writing or otherwise, with
the revolutionary workmen, peasants and other
toilers, and not resemble, in this respect, the Social-
Democratic deputies who try to enter into business
relations with their electors.

8. Every Communist member must remember that
he is not a ‘‘legislator,”’ who is bound to seek agree-
ments with the other legislators, but an agitator of
the Party, detailed into the enemy’s camp in order
there to carry out the orders of the Party. The Com-
munist member is responsible not to the scattered mass
of his constituents, but to his own Communist Party—
whether legal or illegal.
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9. The Communist deputies must speak in parlia-
ment in such a way as to be understood by every
workman, peasant, washerwoman, and shepherd so
that the Party can publish his speeches in leaflet form
and spread them in the most remote villages of the
country.

10. The rank and file Communist workers must not
be shy of speaking in the bourgeois parliaments, and
not give way to the so-called experienced parliamen-
tarians, even if such workmen are novices in parlia-
mentary methods. In case of need, the workmen mem-
bers may read their speeches directly from notes, in
order that the speech may be printed afterwards in
the papers or in leaflets.

11. The Commumnist members must make use of the
floor of parliament to denounce not only the
bourgeoisie and its declared hangers-on, hut also to
unmask the social-patriots, the reformists, the half-
and-half politicians of the Centre, and the other oppo-
nents of Communism, and to spread, as widely as
possible, the ideas of the Third International.

12. The Communist deputies, even though there
should be omly one or two of them in parliament
should by their whole conduct hurl a challenge at’
capitalism, and never forget that only such are worthy
of the name of Communists as, not in words but in
deedsj, are the mortal enemies of the bourgeois order
and its sosial-patriotic flunkeys.

The Time for Soviets.
‘1. Councils (Soviets) of Workers’ Deputies ap-

~ peared for the first time in Russia in 1905, at a mo-
~ ment when the revolutionary movement of the Russian
- workers was at its height. Already, in 1905, the Petro-

grad Council of Workers’ Deputies was taking the

~ first instinctive steps towards a seizure of power. And

at that time the Petrograd Soviet was strong only in
80 far as it had a chance of acquiring political power.
As soon as the imperial counter-revolution rallied its
forces and the Labour movement slackened, the
Soviet, after a short period of stagnation, ceased to
exist.

2. When, in 1916, at the beginning of a new streng
revolutionary wave, the idea begam to awaken in
Russia of the immediate erganisation of Councils of

~ Workers’ Deputies, the Bolshevik Party warned the

workers against the immediate formation of Soviets,
and pointed out that it would be well-timed only at
the moment when the revolution was already begin-
ning, and when the time had come for the direct
struggle for power,

3. At the beginning of the February revolution of
1917, when the Councils of Workers’ Deputies were at
once transformed into Councils of Workers’ and
Soldiers’ Deputies, they drew into the sphere of their
influence the widest cireles of the masses, and at once
acquired a tremendous authority, because the real
force was on their side, in their hands. But when the
liberal bourgeoisie recovered from the suddenness of
the first revolutionary blows, and when the social-
traitors, the Socialist-Revolutionaries and the Men-
sheviks, helped the Russian bourgeoisie to fake the
power into its hands, the importance of the Soviets
began to dwindle. Ounly after the July days, and after
the failure of Kornilov’s counter-revolutionary cam-
paign, when the widest masses of the people began to
move, and when the collapse of the counter-revolution-
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ary bourgeois-@oalition Government was quite near
did the Soviets begin to Hourish again ; and they soon
acquired a decisive importance in the country,

4. The history of the German and the Austrian
revolutions shows the same. When the popular masses
revolted, when the revolutionary wave rose 80 high
that it washed away the strongholds of the Hohen-
zollern and the Hapshurg monarchies in Germany and
in Austria the Councils of Workers’ and Soldiers’ De-
puties sprang up with gigantic rapidity, At first the
real force was on their side, and the Soviets were well
on the way to become the de facto power. But as soon
as, owing to a whole series of historical conditions,
the power began to pass to the bourgeoisie and the
counter-revolutionary Social—DemocraL\-‘, swiftly the
Soviets began to decline and lose all importance. Dur-
ing the days of the unsuecessful counter-revolutionary
revolt of Kapp-Luttwitz in Germany, the Soviets again
resumed their activity; hut when the struggle ended
again in the victory of the bourgeoisie and the soc’al-
traitors, the Soviets, which had just hegun to lift
their head again, once more died away.

9. The above facts show that, for the formation of
Soviets, certain definite premises are necessary. To
organise Councils of Workers’ Deputies, and to trans.
form them into Councils of Workers’ and Soldiers’
Deputies, the presence of three definite conditions is
necessary :

(a) A great revolutionary impulse among the wid-
est circles of the workmen and work-women, the
soldiers, and the workers in general ;

(b) An acute political and economic crisis, attain.
ing such g degree that the power hegins to slip out
of the hands of the Government;

(¢) When in the ranks of considerable masses of
the workers, and first of »l] in the ranks of the Com-
munist Party, a serious deeision to begin a final, gys.
tematic, and regulay strugele for power has matured.

6. In the absence of these conditions the Commu-
nists may and should systematically and Persistently
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~ tion, replacing the bourgeois democracy, breaking it

- cratie constitutional system,
. workers’ cause and deception of the workers.

gate the idea of Soviets, popularise it among
‘masses, demonstrate to the widest cireles of the
- population that the Soviets are the only efficient form
[ government during the transition to complete. Com-
munism., But to proceed to the direct organisation of
oviets, in the absence of the above three conditions,

1is impossible. : :
iﬁ?. %he attempt of the social-traitors in Germany to

- emasculate the Soviets, pervert their character, amd

then introduce them into the general bourgeo_is-demo-
is treason against the
Real

‘Soviets are possible only as a form of State organisa-

up, and replacing it by the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat. :

8. The propaganda of the Right Wing leaders of

- the Independents (Hilferding, Kautsky, and others)

. intending to prove the compatibility of the ‘‘Soviet

System’’ with the bourgeois Censtituent Assembly, 1;
either a complete failure to cnmprehex_]d the laws o
development of a proletarian revolution, or a eon-
seious deceiving of the working class. The Soviets ari
the dictatorship of the proletariat. The Cor.ls_txtueii_‘:{
Assembly is the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. ; 1;
unite and reconcile the dictatorship of the wm_zelr
with the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie is impossi _elel.

9. The attempts of separate Communist grpt;psnlt
France, Ttaly, America, England to form S(()ime sab(lje
embracing the larger workl_ng masses, a:; un .
therefore to enter into a direct struggle for pov; aj
are only prejudicial to thp gctual prepar%EISon 'gts"
Soviet revolution. Such artifieial, hqt—house 5 ovi v
soon become transformed, at best_:, into sma da§soihe
tions for propaganda of t‘l}% Oicir;?f,t, 1;1;&,6 :I])Jal;];uonly

such anaemie

:‘;ofgnf;:gnising the Soviet idea in the eyes of the

i the people. ; ; ;
w:;lg mSa::x?:t: f withg)utpa revolution are impossible,
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Soviets without a proletarian revolution inevitably be.
come a parody of Soviets. The authentic mass Soviets
3 are the historically elaborated form of the dictator-
3 ship of the proletariat. All sincere and serious parti-
i sans of Soviet power should deal cautiously with the
Soviet idea, and, while indefatigably propagating it
amongst the masses, should proceed to the direet re-
alisation of such Soviets only under the conditions in-
dicated above.
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