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CHAPTER 1.
THE FIRST CLOUD.

Seated in a garden chair before his dvor, Professor
Grainger smoked his pipe at ease on the evening of a
summer’s day. Behind him the western sky was brilliant
with heavy crimson clouds on a background of glowing
orange; before him the spires of the great University
Hall stood out against pale blue-green, faintly flushed
with ‘rose. To the left, amid a wilderness of trees and
shrubs, lay the ivy-clad quadrangle, its worn stone
stairs leading from the cloisters to the class rooms where
the Professor had lectured for more than thirty years to
generations of Australian youth of the privileged min-
ority who were favoured with leisure for study. Grain-
ger was an old man, the doyen of the teaching staff
in the University of Melbourne, but many predecessors
had come and gone since the foundation stones of the
great grey building had been laid in the throbbing
golden years when Australia was young. Thinking,
as he often did, of those departed days of freedom,
so long departed that omly the aged could remember
hearing tales of them, the Professor sat with his book
neglected on his knee. He knmew that there were
troublous times ahead, and sometimes he almost wished
he could have his youth back again, to play a part in
guiding his country . through strife to the freedom it
had lost for so long. But now dismissing idle fancies
with a sigh, he rose from his chair, and walked across
the lawn towards the avenue. !

Work was over for the day, and the grounds were
deserted, save by one or two students who had just left
the library, closed with the failing light. One of these
youths hesitated at the Professor's gate, as though
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about to enter, but he seemed to have changed hjg
mind, and was passing on, when Grainger called to him
from the garden: “Good evening, Meredith, T thought
you meant to pay me a visit.”

“Good evening, sir; T did think of it, but— "

“But. whati? Come into my house and have a chat,
I am depressed this afterncon, and I saw you looking
very dissatisfied and combative at my lecture to-day.”

With a quizzical expression on his face, Professor
Grainger held open the gate, and Mark Meredith
entered. He was a tall. athletically built youth of
twenty-two, with frank blue eyes, that lighted up a
rather serious and thoughtful face when they smiled,
He was keen and active, both intellectually and physi-
cally, and Professor Grainger, who occupied the chair
of history and political economy, and who had few
intimates among his contemporaries, counted Meredith
as a friend, as well as a pupil, talking to him with a
freedom he used to no others.

“I can't help looking glum, sir,” answered Meredith :
“T hate to hear you teaching those things that you know
are all cant and humbug. when you yourself
shown me that they are.”

“T don’t enjoy it over much, myself, Mark,” said the
Professor, with a weary smile, “but I must teach what
I am paid to teach—more or less—more or less. But
never mind me. You did not come to talk of this?’

“Not. exactly; I am troubled about my sister.”

“What of her! Come into my library, where we can
talk nndisturbed.”

Following the Professor, Meredith glanced enviously
at the rows of ancient books as he seated himself.
There were volumes of IMerbert Spencer, Darwin, Mill,

e, Shakespeare, Thackeray, and many ofhers

of the old individualist philosophers, economists, ang

novelists, whose works were strictly interdicted by the

Government to the common people, and to the youth of
“even the official class to which Meredith bel .

“Now, Meredith,” asked the Professor, “what,

hawe

i i is
worrying you about your sigter? T thou ;
very comfortably situated in the ght she was
Gazette office.”

Commonwealt,

: Mark.
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; is, ith; “but since my
0 18, answered ~ Meredith
&ﬁhm‘ :%:d 1 don't know what ?vxll ber,:?me of her, or
R er; bub for myself 1 don't care. e
ﬂm'r'e]‘ aa;d. she will doubtless be chosen by the p: 1 pe.
offi ngu-Youof our paternal Government to fill those [ﬁ t;(;zs
in 'hh: social econolny fouj Whit,clll }{c;lépeaireofbegzace a,mi
i uality, fratermity—the g I
ITé]::t-rtysloﬁ a.nd} labour—is not everyome ‘sai?e-:i happy,
.fnd. gcjrnltentcd under 1its realls?;tlon‘ o_n.”eai]tﬁi‘tcd .
Y w that’s all humbug, sir, DILY
e “k\l{fh\;m J‘:ly father was alive and 1n favour, we

. : =
were safe for some share 1n anything good that W

“going. But now, since he died. and in disgrace for being

honest— i
";&V:\i} : 1111(?1?’?' }utllre and mine _depe-l,l,ds on the editor
‘Qazette —that beast \Vl_lkes.

Qf“il: a.GSigfcssor, 1 cannot ad.{mtsggt a;rgﬁn:s s a‘funtix:
| : - individual in the e; ok
%zﬁmrljs ::]oi]'i \z'l\'nl{kea Why is he a beast, and what 18 he

doing ¢ :
M%redibh langhed z.mgnly.
because God made him so.
sister.”’
“Qh,” said the Professor.
would be a splendid mateh.
“T would rather see her dead.
3 ?!, i ’t
“gkﬂadhzlé:s him, and,’ he added, cﬂrn.fusaelfdely%heI c};ﬁy
want to tell tale;, you knogv.;v:ugtot.y—(iind-—md B
ien ny influence we i
filr-:elr:yieoivﬁ;hy a fellow named Ransome—that Enghis

7 fortnight
e once and who left a for 5
zlga;l IHEZ?Z%E?M?;I in love with her, and theyre em
e “Well,
ga-gThe Professor got up and paced the mo’]i‘n};is Sl
well,” "he said, ‘I am sorry—Vvery Soﬂﬁ. B
of a:]lowing foreigners from less highly de | gemits e
tries to mix with a socialist people, ever. Oﬁ 3 g
a limited time. I have always warned th iy
that it would not do; their half—ﬁaﬁage Pt
captivates our maidens, and they fi d P 31 g i
reactionary ideas.” Then, laying his hand on

“1 suppose he is a beast
He wants to marry my

“And you object. It

Y N
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shoulder, “I feel deepl 4 i
eeply for you, Meredith \
father was a good friend to me, and T am 1f0];ld OEY\}m
young people. Wilkes can make himself nast ){)ou
what do you want me to do?” T
: Cannot yow use your influence, sir?”
dith, eagerly. .
“Influence, my dear boy! i
s ar boy I have no influe i
at, least, v;rhat I have is not worth a snap of th;mf?rngll's!
Zga.ms.ft \;\l ilkes. As editor of the ‘Gazette’ he has bLhe
anlzi 20&{1; e whole people.  Even his superiors fear
09 51:;0 }:‘um, and he can break any smaller man.”
d this is our socialist paradise that you -
about in your lectures,” sneered Meredth. e

The Professor si 5 : 1
ghed. “Don't be bitter, bo I an
%n. a;lld ma.[IiL I have no strength left to ﬁgl"rt, a)mr1d wher;
o , under cover of my , historical lectures, I insidi-
that,y ;c;\; tilc;emseeél of bfreedom in the brave young souls
e day bring it to fruit. The Govern-
ineat E{.llrea,dy suspects me. If I crossed a high og'iclial
ha;s Dubutbe dismissed, cui bono! T am a coward, per-

3 our ‘

e o sz:;g?} breeds cowards. I am a rotten

Gulping down his disappointm t, M i
B ion : P ent, Meredith turned
i go e.dun];?;[ﬁ“g some words of thanks, but the Professor

“Wait,” he said; ‘“tell me some more detai

. _he i tails

Ee i, Sisimien | e
o some time Wilkes had praised his sister’s
gt,ﬂr ) _ahe had been delighted, as step followed

ep in quick succession, until she had been rece t(:l
appointed one of the editor’s private ﬂecretamiesn &
wn&ndsbang. communication with him. He had imrit.ed,hm
pd Mctedith to his luxurions rooms in Colling-str .
. spoken about suggesting to the Chancellor : g

ered:t._h’ s_hould. have another year at the T o
before joining the industrial army. had in.da:&?mmy
?m to be in every way the orphans’ advi e

viend. . Then e had asked Hilda Meredith U
him. Utter astonishment and fear for the m g-mm 4
ren.clie{eﬂ. her speechless, Then she had found L
a timid refusal. Again, later, he had mﬁ-mgs -
this time, though he had concealed his di her, and

asked Mere-
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i

‘and anger, Meredith knew he felt himself slighted,
and was determined on gaining his way or having re-

~ workers in

* this stuff, and then he came to the point.

~ such an old blackgumd—ﬂwell, he

venge.

“How do you know 1" asked the Professor.
treated Hilda unkindly since?”

“No,’ answered Mereith. ‘He has been as sweeb
as sugar to her. But to-day the blackguard asked me
to call, and told Mme, with the greatest politeness, that
in the bad time coming the Government wanted [ewer
the sciences and professions and more in
agriculture and primary industries. They wanted more
brains and education in manual work, to give a fillip
%0 it, and set a good example. Thers was 2 lot of

1f Hilda were

within the next six miomths his influence

to marry him
might be sufficient to keep her and me in the profes-

sional departments:. If not, he feared he must give
in Hilda's name as available for work in the Yarra-
ville Jute Factory, and the Government wanted some
smarti youths for cane cutting in the sugar plantations

of North Queensland,"
«Um! A pretly strong hint,” commented the Pro-
to your

“Has he

fessor. “Have you gaid anything of this
sister?”
“Not I! If Wilkes thinks that for anything he can

do to me or even to her 1 would persuade her to marry
doesn't know me.”

flushed cheeks and

Grainger glanced ab Meredith's
angrily flashing eyes.

“No, T don’t think he does,” he
don't think he would care to know you
on your face. Well, well, keep up ¥
cannot possibly interfere if Wilkes should recommend
the removal of your sister from his departmevnt, but I
think I may prevent your jmmediate departure from
the University. It would never do to have you in the
Queensland cane fields while your sister needs help.
1 dare say we shall keep her out of the jute factory

ot

“I am a million times
Meredith, warmly.

answered, “and T
with that look

obliged to you gir,” said
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“You have very little to

very lit thank me for,” repli
Erﬁfessor, s;_nLhug kindly. “But the old maglleriethe
ﬁe“. and will manoeuvre for you though he dare o
ght. I am a true child of Socialism, if an ungrat;‘?ﬁ

one. Stay, one thing before 1

: 3 you go. Give '

Eiﬁgs}}l, ]?{0‘1’1’1&05 address, and I shall ce:ble Tl'?i?n utlg
ack. If you or Hilda sent him a message it

would be reported, and perhaps lead to trouble.”

CHAPTER II.

PETER WILKES.

poildt:lfngMi(;{E;th{alkad S'_l['OlWIY to the railway station,
h ings. he Professor had promi
21:: }11;5 1%2;1&;1 not go to _Quee-nsaland, and whilE h: \i(;(.i
-1 reckoneauru‘e;hhls sister wo_uld have a champion
e with. It seemed impossible that Wilkes
g her to the jute factory, which employed the
];‘mi’jr_ E;weepmgs of :moma.nhood, and was, in fact, a
o gf], penal establishment in disguise for those who
mm'uuwn thgmselves dissolute and useless without
s ﬁd breaking the criminal law, and for those wh
e eYZ:ed themselves specially odious to the ruli 3
¥ .;m,d vinlﬁ' knew the unswerving ambition O‘bs-ti,]]-ls
Z;en . : _mtlveness of Wilkes, who had re;;.c.hed_ his
i): fawnpomd‘fmn by force of ability, which knew wh]wla
< dcpe hfm : flatter, when to snarl and bite, and hu{
i ;]11113 L:glinl tle dust collector's eart to the edit ”
o Y ce of the great mewspaper of the G(;) e
that had be There wero significant SRS fh Tk
B }fg.llen his  friends, the misfortume: t.lki;k
. dog Iiec;e is enemies, and throughout the 1 ;

_ ared, if less respected, than the Py q,nd i
thgege; things were but whispered. The Auw::_ldent.
R y were true Englishmen in their pa e of
retaining dead forms which had los nhm%mm%m-fm'
o edm }ge:em;:ng respect for what they hated. ol
fegreﬁ : ut the En_ghshma,n, however poor by Ed :
agad ;:\;c things in the shape of man; L ;ﬁast
bﬂi o ialist feared many, and a.m.oné ‘th M‘A

cial to whose ears might come a whisper th 2he
went by favour, and that rewards of toil e

A TALE OF BOCIALISM. 11

Favouritism Wwas notorious, patent, shameless, but the
pretence ruled that if one man were a coal heaver, or
a ploughman, another a poet or am engineer, their
respective callings were decided by suitability, supple-
mented when mecessary by a ballot of scrupulous
fairness. That was the proper thing to say, and it
was not well with the man who said aught else from
the housetops. Meredith himself had only lately begun
to realise the hollow <ham of their boasfed freedom
and equality. Two years ago it had seemed to him
quite 1n accordance with right and reason when an
agitator who cucceeded in collecting a hundred per-
some to hear him speak some bitter truths concerning
the bureaucracy had been banished to New Guinea
for disturbing the public peace and order. His father,
then sickening with his jast illness, had protested ;
and Meredith's cheek fushed as he recollected that he
had felt ashamed of his parent who had been condemned
and dizgraced just before his death.

Marl’s half insolent boyish protests had been kindly
answered by his father. The seed of thought was sowIL.
Grainger's half veiled irony in lecturing, his more out-
spoken cynicism _in private talks had developed 1t;
so had many talks with his English friend Ransome,
and finally the brutality of Wilkes had filled Mark's
heart with rebellion.

He did not doubt that the lot of himself and Hilda

had been cast so far in pleasant places by favouritism,
of an official. He

because they were the children
recollected in his school days other boys and girls, just
as well fitted for scholarship or professional work, who
were mow sewing button holes or splitting rails, but
ho felt no spirit of celi-sacrifice urging him to sur
render what partial fate had given them. He and
Hilda would keep what they had got while he had
strength to fight for it, and he glowed with the moment-
ary thought that some day he might help to overthrow
the tyrannous system which forced a round of dull,

miserable toil upon the masses in order that a few

might enjoy loisure and comfort, and a still smaller few
riot in unbridled luxury.

Meredith was bent on fighting, he knew not exactly
how. but he felt some comfort in the thought that
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Hilda's lover, his friend, would be again i
within three weeks. He was nowgilezr?;gMg}J]]?uge
and though urgent business took him back to En {n ,
Ma.rk fellt sure that when he received Grain cr's‘g dIkl)clL
telling him that Hilda was in trouble he wmﬁd reg{tr ;
At the corner of Elizabeth and Collins streets M'i
passed through Watson Square. x
In the early enthusiastic days of the Sociali
public. buildings, confiscated from their b(ﬁf’ife};:t }:]?’eé
been pulled down to make way for it, and 'Maik
glanced with a grim smile at the heroic statue of J .C
Watson. Labour crowned him with a garland Wealth
:a[.,r;(limf]‘;',eedom,t“ﬂlth 1izheir arms lovingly enbwined rofulnd
L s waist, loo ed on. with an approvi s
Erecotfed‘ said the inscription, “to t:hgpglm';%m E;tr?clllr?
::}?O th.T. }? Watson, first Socialist Prime Minister,
wayf" ough groping, hesitating, faltering, paved the
It was long since statues had been er i
potmmonw-e@lti!l, for it did not accord wis}c;tEdS;Zia}i}'ls(z
ideals to publicly acknowledge the existence of men who
stood head and shoulders above their fellows, and the
officials who wielded great power and influence had
no interest in running counter to the popular prejudice
on a matter of this kind. For all the produce of in-
dustry in excess of the amount required to provide the
masses with a meagre living they had personal us
which left no labour to spare for erecting monum Es
o:'I}Jea,utlfymg the city. o
ear the railway station in Flinders-str
of the large eating houses in which most oieihtogf‘ e
took t_helr meals, and as it was growing late M;tﬂe:czi?ns
went, in. He usually dined with his sister at th e
taurant in St. Kilda, but before this she L e
tl_red; of waiting for him. At the table where he g
himself he was shortly joined by a University e
ance, in high glee because he had secured tmmqum@t-
for_ an evening's visit to the foreign quarter Eﬂrmlts
which he generously offered to Meredith in r;t o
his company. At any other time Meredith B,
jumped at the rarvely offered chance of plungi g
the life and gaiety of the town devoted to ig‘ o
and sailors, which surrounded the piers of P“"—“‘
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pourne, and Wwas walled off from the Socialist city. )
Experience had shown the Commonwealth authorities
that their people could not be allowed to mix freely
with visitors, because reactionary individualist ideas
were thereby cncouraged, while unrestricted access to
ocean going ships led to an undesirable loss of popula-
fion by unrecorded departures. Hence the establish-
ment in all important seaports of a quarter where
foreigners lived and traded under individualist con-
ditions.

The higher officials visited these quarters ab their
pleasure, but the ordinary citizen could do so only
when armed with a permit, which was very difficult to

»

obtain, and permits, granted as a matter of course for

a limited time, were also required by foreigners desirous
of entering Melbourne.

Meredith had been once before in the Port, where
the atmosphere of freedom had strangely stirred his
thoughts, and now he longed to breathe it again and
delight his eyes with the brightly lit theatres, the cos-
mopolitan crowd, the busy shops, the cheerful hotels,
all the glitter of life, so different from anything 1n
Melbourne, where public exigencies permitted a mini-
mum expenditure on light and pleasure for the masses.
To-night, however. he wanted to be with his sister, for
whose future he felt so much anxiety, so he refused
the proffered treat with a sigh, and, after finishing his
frugal meal, he hurried away to the station, whence
the electric cars left for St. Kilda.

CHAPTER IIL

BROTHER AND SISTER.

As Meredith ascended to the third floor of the great
pile of buildings where he and Hilda had their rooms,
Wilkes met him on the stairs. Only a dim light came
from the lamp on the landing, and Mark, thinking
himself unrecognised, was hurrying past with anger and
foreboding in his heart when Wilkes stopped him.

“Hullo, Meredith,” he said, holding out his hand,
and smiling unpleasantly, “you have become very blind
all of a sudden. Too much poring over books, my boy.
You want work in the open air.”
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“That is why you are sending me to Queensland, T
suppose,” answered Meredith, sullenly.

Wilkes laughed. “Don’t fancy came cutting, eh! Tt
would do you all the good in the world. ~ But your
sister shares' your absurd prejudice against a country
life. And now that she has consenfted to marry me—
well, perhaps T may be able to humour her.”

“Consented to marry you?” gasped Meredith.

- “Yes—luckily for you. Won't you congratulate me?”

“You—you devil!” was Mark's roply. He spoke
scarcely above a whisper, for another inhabitant of the
building was coming down the stairs, but Wilkes
heard.

“Thank you very much,” he said, genially. 0
course you had set your heart on seeing her in the jute
factory. Well, good night, and take carc of your eyes,
or we may have to try the open air cure for you yet.”

Without answering a word, Mark bounded up the
stairs and flung open the door of his sitting room,
where he found Hilda lying on the sofa, her face buried
in cushions, sobbing convulsively.

“What is the matter, Hilda?" he asked, putting his

hand upon her shoulder.
Hlilda looked up, wondering at his stern set face,

He felt tenderness for her trouble, but her weakness %

angered him. He had often rallied her upon her
extreme submissiveness and her conscientious belief
that resistance to constituted authority was a crime
but he believed her love for Ransome and repulsion for
Wilkes stronger than this instinet to obey; and the
thought that she had sold herself to Wilkes to escape

from the factory made him cruel and hard.

“Tell me why you look like that” she d :
drying her tears. Sataicd,
“T met Wilkes on the stairs, and he said "you ‘had
Pj‘-omxsed to marry him. T want to hear you tell me it
is a lie” :
“I ean’t,” she moaned. “It is true.” %
“Why did you consent? You promised m 5
s P ® you would
 “Oh, Mark! I am so uterly miserable. Dap’ 1
angry with me. T can’t bear it. T am pergm&:?
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m doing the right thing.” She sat up and clasped his
Eand beseechingly, but he drew 1t away. 5
.“What ahout ‘your engagement to Ransome!

agked. ‘Does that count for nothing "

pUBLIG LIGRARY ar yigtartia

: ve it. You know all our

43 ghould never have made 1 4
boo{{ss;nd preachers say it is wrong for Socialists o
: foreigners.” : :
msféﬁy:lrse our books and p-reachmgs‘. Are you not 1n

e with Ransome ! _
lm'T‘Yes,” she answered guietly. yobs. i

% vou have DO right to marry a =
let Ta}(i?e such a beast as Wilkes. There must be Sgﬁ?
thine influencing you besides that rob about 011{1 g h};
to Sgociet\'. Did Wilkes make any threat of wha
would do if you didn’t consent”

Y s e

“What was 1t° : 2

I;E}l’clli 1::3:it,a.ted for a moment; then she buclftt 0\11321.1
“Oh, don’'t ask me, Mark. It w?uld do o goo Izlone
ycru, and T promised il unldn- t. Ju?ié ,,kzt me
a.ndsbe sorry for me—l can't help myseid. g

SO won't you mean,”’ answered Mmk, scorn d
Even in his aJr[gcr he saw how _charmmghshe I:rians, :::ld
understood how the exquisite fairness ;)id e; ts oo
the gold of her tossed rippling hair, had i
blood aflame. He saw her with new eyes; 'f ira
lines of neck and bosom. the graceful 13}111%'; tacl:en fmi
seemed suddenly revealed to }11rn.t ge W:S Bk
ranted that Hilda was pretty, but she s o TN
%retty she was alluring, and this fact aade

et for in it he saw how much Wilkes would veni.‘ure

h““Irulﬂlm}ol:.why you have given i l;e e\;;ﬁée?in.to ‘g;g )
: or the man you are : .
gl _:2150‘\:;1 n?arke a shameful marriage, just ‘Gbecatlza;
\')E?lrll:;s threatened to send _Eyou m‘]itb (’)f thﬁl -thae-zeﬁ o
i fiie e fackory il you 0.OGhE, :
L 1%:,0 c{;];l?t 1do' it, and in the secqnd place, 1fd]_ne
Péi‘l:zi it would be better a hundred times ,t'ha-n is-
4 c-i' yrmrself and being unhappy for life. IR
g“}{i?fa's eyes grew round with won-derh&:1 111;.3r a;rz !
ing. She sprang up and clutched his :
waf%?lﬁklgg you me&n?’g she cried. I mever heard a

-
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Woll of this.” ‘Then, with a burst of anger, “You
ought to help me and sympathise. and instead of that
you are heartless and cruel and insult me.. Oh. go
away and leave me, Mark. You don’t know what I am
suffering.” ;

Somewhat staggered and ashamed, Mark was trying

%o soothe his sister and to stem the torrent of her tears.
when the door opened, and Marv Jackson entered.
Qhe was Hilda's greatest friend. and Mark’s. She and
he thought themselves a living example of the possi-
bility of comradeship untinctured by sentiment be-
tween man and woman; the fact being that they were
but boy and girl. and only a spark was needed to seb

. the fire of love in both their hearts aflame.

Mary was shorter than Hilda, thicker set ; and while
any man would turn to look at the latter, 4 was only
here and there that Mary found admirers. She had
clear-cut features. a fine pair of eyes, and was alert and
decisive in expression and movement. Like Hilda,
she was dressed neatly in blue serge, but while Hilda
was able to wear a gold chain round her neck, and a
brooch at her throat, Mary's dress was innocent of all
adornment. Individuality in dressing was almosb im-
possible, for gowns were furned out, ready made, by the
million, but, for all that, both Mary and Hilda wore
theirs with an air of distinction. and, like many other
girls, they had learnt how to correct any glaring misfit,
Mary's hands were rough and brown, and because she
had a considerable share of natural vamity, she had
acquired a trick of standing with them. clasped hbehind
her. to hide the slains, roughness, and broken nails.
which the work she laboured at entailed.

She looked in surprise from Hilda to Mark. “Good
heavens! What is the matter? No wonder you did
not hear me knock. Surely you two have mot heen
quarrelling?’  She sat down beside Hilda, and kissed
her flushed cheek. : :

ushe iB upﬁet beaause Wilkes has been 4 b_are or-
suading her to marry him,” said Mark, rather i
 “And because Mark scolds and sneers at me 4
of being sorry,” sobbed Hilda, “and says T co
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et 1 was afraid Mr. Wilkes would get, me sent to

" about amy
: ] ctory. 1 never heard a word al
e horrlt(il f'_[acwgﬁ{dn’t mind if he killed me.

Whhat just shows what pigs boys are,” sa,uill_ ul\i%g:
with 2 scornful glance at Mark. They ni\}rle. P
stand & thing even when it is as plain 88 eir face.

She put her arm affectionately round Hilda’s waist.

] W : ave romised to marry
“Byut, Hilda dear, you can’'t h P b

that hateful Wilkes. What about Mr. Ramsome !

“rhat's just what T want to Jnow,;” muttered Mark,

ulkily. :
g “sthl You are only k_nﬂlymg her, an{.i t,I wzilfnt 23
Jmow the truth about thlsB ;Y:;u }:’nﬁ erllil ;1;1” Tgere
1 hile Hilda tells me. Bubt dor ’ ot
11-1\411;,: ‘glleiilhngg as well as command 11 her voice.

Thus encouraged and gradually grgnw(r{lg &orihgirélh
sed, Hilda told her story to the friend Wio, e
Pgi }twent-y and three years younger t-hag ¢ ted’_
‘}J;a:d? a fo-rce’ of character that completely 'm;&giced
Hilda's more yielding nature, and largt?l%'ﬁ 5]’:&5’5 -
Mark as well. " He learnt as she spoke c»f Vil
suasions that he had said not a word ']‘_‘(])g Hy h};eEt ki
upon herself, in the case of mfusa..-k e
ghe had declined to divulge to Ma.l 1&'11 el
uaded her to tell everything, disregardl g{) g
d -ecy, was the hanishment of her brother t0 e
s;clla,g(;ml' in tropical Quz;ansle;noil hin%af;eihm &
mentioned less as & ATea e
};:Srse c011templabed by the Governm;x:., t,ﬁ?:: y o
cause bhey wanted oducated young 1; fa,t,her’ i
because Mark, as the son of his : S,re ks
E:;Atglt spoken and liberal minded official, was Ieg

i "ﬁtieﬁﬁ&%oxzxert to the 11ttg-rmo§b for a member
gfh lﬁis family, if Hilda becar;l:v;ﬁtsmv;f;i a\;r]gg oo
Gf_srbaailﬂy }?erw?iu:celiz-fuvlvoiﬁdphavemo go; and - "Wil_k:i
oy e horrﬁrs of life and labour 1 the tropic

]Enmnrbed 'ghe guch lurid colowrs thab solicitude ?or her
o 1]1:einf0rced by acute “distress ab the idea :d
1};1;;?;26?9%1 lonely in Melbourne, had finally conguer

her rerpulsion. and induced her to supcumb.
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Mark stormed and ra
: ged when he h g
and begged Hilda's fopgj_veuegs o he heard the ,:itgry,

v bel : "
But she should not, he declared, sa.r_riﬁig h?ecl'"se?ﬁgité

Ra S01 fOl hl 1 1 e w 2 ¥ ges 11 IIE‘ Nnorn-
TSOIN & m.; - A on d a0 TO W .l £ t

X g nd 11 h n ] t hl il{k Lar ] 't"l('tl(ﬁ eo e~
1 a te 11 tha S b bt gl i Y " WEL d

That would be an extremely idiotic thing to dof

Sallﬁl’[‘ﬁ;? Jackson, “and just like you Mark.”
B h S, 9 . Z ; :

9t , very much; amd what would you do?’ he
thLet Hilda say nothing, and stop
hing. Hilda ought to be as sweet
Wilkes, and then, J
away.”
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“%unana.y where?” asked Hilda.

Ll (;0 br(;gla.nld—to Mr. Rfmsomen. I don't know how
i : m.ana-ged; but, if only you two are not, stupid
“B]::((,e odra.-ma.tivc we can gel time to think.” ;
“Eve.n & V\Iﬂha.ti clls to become of Mark?’ Siﬂ]“led Hilda
gl could get away, I could mot bear to 1e‘a,vc;

o Hl:\lJ[ ing they would do something cruel.”

& e ark run away too,” said Mary. She s ok
ely, but Mark looking up, their eyes met; t}:i)‘l e
‘]::4?11 a.resauipuémus étlmness in hers, and in tha,t’secoexf;
! alised a strange but sweet embarr 1
t.m{a% fnends}}’np, _Which was quite new io a:}s;l;ﬁnt 2
o onsense,” said Mark rather brusguely, “T \’)\'Qn't
i El?ay and»le%.ve yoru..’j Tt was quite hard to get
‘ he v_vords: Besudes,’ he added, with a m t>l
img in his voice, “this is my country and I’Iln it
t.i!)l‘ S.twk'to it. Beastly as things are, I believe fmng
wm.gmwﬂl happen soon. There is change in th Vpeed
: m;:g - ;;u b}fen Swllm'rgs and dupes of our “rotten s;gta;:{

am 1 S
R gh, if a revolution comes I mean to be
‘Oh, hush, N£ark,” whispered Hilda.

your saying any-
as honey to Mr
on the first ¢ - ;

first. chance she gets, run

m]‘gfﬁ’ hear yo-u_ “Sdln'esne
“Let them,’ laugh . i
“Bravo, Mark! aughed Mary, clapping lier hands.

/ I like to hear you talk like han
;helmﬂd just love a revolution, .a-ndy if you g;ﬂ‘:n:}mﬁ; .,I
belzh I{'::waham abofut poor little Hildat S 4l .11:;

o serap O ood, a . f
away from Wilkga," g and we have got t'ﬁ'l 4

,‘;md thus adjure-d Mark related the history of his talk
with Grainger.

e
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e cjaculated Marl dlean forgot to tell

1 that old Grainger has telegraphed for Ramsome
to come back.”

i hat !’ exclaimed both the girls in chorus. ‘Pro-
fessor Grainger?’ added Hilda, blushing. “Oh, Mark,

ou haven' b told him. Do you think that Gerald will
really come? Oh, why didn't you say anything about

this pefore !
apt any rate tell us now,’ said Mary practi_cally;

Hilda was comforted by the Professor’s
confidence that he could keep her brother a little longer
at the University, bub her thoughts had little room
for anything elgse tham mingled JoY at the prospect of
i [over's returl, and shame ab the thought that
when he came he would find her the affianced wife of
another man. She was overwrought by her emotions
of the evening, and, after & little vague talk of future
plans, Mary persuaded her to go to bed and dream ©
better times.

Then, Mark accompanyi_ng her, Mary walked to her
home 1n an adjacent guburb near the fruit canning
factory 1n which she worked. At school she had shown
a capacity and brightness ¢ar above the average, bub
che comld claim 1O relatives OF patrons -among the
ruling class, and the very indepeudence and pluck,
which had made her the champion a8 well as the fast
Friond wof the 1more timid Hilda in the rough and
tumble of school life, had been marked certainly by
the teachers,
Consequently she had been drafted into the jam fac-
tory at an early age while g
half her brains Were still being Jaboriously educated
for the clerical and official situations for which their
dullness or submissiveness rendered them acceptable.

On the walk to her lodgings M listened eagerly

ary
© to Mark as he poured out the rebellious thoughts and

fond hopes which for months past had been taking

chape in his prain, and which had been quickened by

this crisis in Hilda's affairs and his own. Her rapid
inted gquestions, her intuitive grasp of his ideas,

the glances of sympathy which flashed from har_ﬁne

grey eyes stirred Mark ®
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herself. At the door of her lo

h : .
and in a grip that surprised hi

dgin
ed all at once to s ging she clasped pg

. n, and g
her nature and theymbohse the strength OE:'II:ZhOW Hoatd
sweetness he was j comradeship and s Tk, depth of
light. s just beginning to re_zl’i;q,;atfhy whogs
“Good ni l18€¢ 1. a ney
ghtu Mﬂl‘k’ iy W

‘g:iether you c,lm : “Whatever ha
€ams come true or , and wheth Phenis
e not, I feel proud of YOUE.T §0m-
and of

_she said.
aitlyt,hlng Bl iyt

HILDA CHAPTER TV,
For the next ¢ ME‘_‘EDITH’S ENGAGEMENT

Was a constant Vio_:;’g'tnlght Wilkes as an
appreciated Hilday qais sy Lo, Moredith Bk e
that covered theacg tia_anty sitting-room %dglngs' He
coarse and commol:f ions and formed the he materials
better quality in t} for there was ney curtains were
n the State stores, buteisani&rthlllg Gl
ary had

h g
essian, some odds and ends Give Hilda a quantity of

door w, :
» was rough brown mater;

Yy the ship 1
Staio llu_t‘sep‘ oad to make mill; nen
ries ; i : ions of ame
B T anistic SiF TS dor TS
. mbroidered a bold desi rain and clever

rooms boasbed, ¢

embroidered them arse, dull blue twil] ny other

from those with some brilli 3 but she h
B e thﬁgf o g M Mormdithight o T
and photo - On her wall owned daint

i graphs ; ; 8 were g dainty
stairs and 1 5; and coming in f everal pictur,
by contrast, pitue. rom the bare o

te in f : )
E;‘ his gEIjajr;:}: days when t,hi’s iﬁitil e liked to
?emin.inibies Wlluz}’: BE;rou.nd herself
in her D-artrlzre realised had Wil
i : n
He made himself at ngg':el? n.-plag
n g
' Way
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that Mark bitterly resented. Nevertheless he forced him-
self to maintain civility, which the older man regarded
with a qatisfaction at first not altogether unmingled
with suspicion. The assertion of independence was SO
rare, however, and doglike humility to superiors was
quch & common phenomenon in the socialistic society,
that Wilkes put down Mark’s late opposition to a fit
of boyish tempet, and believed self-interest had shown
him the folly of risking a continuance of contumacy.
He did not make sufficient allowance for the cunning
of the young people, 2 quality which had developed
very strongly in the air so cnngenial to it, but in which,
indeed, the brother and sister were somewhat lacking.
Mary Jackson, however, with her way to fight in less
pleasant paths, had her full share of this self-protecting
attribute, and her influence with her friends was con-
stantly exerted to prevent them showing their real
feelings by look or worls or deed. .
The newspaper announced the approaching marriage,
and Hilda blushed with shame when she saw her photo-
graph appear beside that of the mighty editor, Wor:
dering what Gerald Ransome would think or say if
it should meet his eye. She felt humiliated by the new
respect and deference with which she was treated by
her fellow-workers in the office, and cried her eyes out
in the solitude of her room, but maintained her cheer-
fulness as well as possible 1 public. Wilkes did what
he could to amuse her, but there was little he could
do, for the pastimes of other lamnds were practically
unknowm in ‘Anustralia. There were no races, no balls,
no sports, no private entertainments. The Goyernment
could spare no lahour to organise these things, the
common people had not the spirit  or the means 0
organise them for themselves. So they lived _colouﬂeﬁ_ss
grey lives in work and sleep, some gmploymg their
scanty leisure hours in cordid dissipation, and oth_ers
of the better class in reading, walking, and talking
with their friends. Fven among the officials who dwelt
in wealth and ease there was Very little amusement or
social intercourse. They lived lonely lives, mixing with
the people little more than a garrison in a conquered
country, and, distrustful and jealous of one another,
they cultivated few of the social arts, but sought, their
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?ﬂﬂﬂ:a in frequent. wvisits to other countries where
hey might flaunt the riches wrung from their own

people without fear of rousing them to fury.

Thus Wilkes spent most of his time with Hilda
alone, driving her sometimes into the country in hig
dog cart or motor car, and though she resisted his
caresses he was content to bide his time, feasting his
eyes hungrily on her fair beauty, made more enticing
still by the blush that flushed her clear skin when he
clagped her hand and leaned towards her for the kiss
he knew would be refused.

That. she talked very little to him he did not care.
He was not seeking intellect or companionship in his
marriage, but youth and freshness in a creature that
should be all his own. The man was notorious for his
dissolute life in a dissolute age, when the fact that all
women were called upon to work made the tending of
children—the guardian angels of family life and purity
—practically impossible to the mothers of the nation.
Children were almost all reared in State nurseries, and
the result upon the older generation and the younger
was a plentitude of wives who were not mothers,
mothers who were not wives, and of women who gave
full rein to their passions, without thought of marriage,
but with forethought against maternity.

Among such Wilkes was sated with years of experi-
ence, and it was his fancy to possess a beautiful and
innocent wife as a rare piece of property to be tended
with immense care, and to bear him children whose
lot would be very different from that of the great herd
of little ones dragged up in the nurseries of the State.

Mark meanwhile spent much of his time with Mary
Jackson, walking far with her in the moonlight. even-
ings and discussing the plans of escape for Hilda that
occurred to them as most feasible.

Wilkes had agreed to postpone the marriage for three
months, but any suggestion of further delay made hif
obstinate and suspicious. Before that time it wag a}.
solutely necessary that Hilda should get on bhoard !ﬁme
ocean-going hoat, and under the care of Gerald Ran-
some, for otherwise, when her departure was discaw
she might be stopped at the first Australian Wrﬁ;md,
in any case it was not in Mark's power to Pay her

fwl]
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i . board, because
if he could smuggle her on 2 0
th agiie?;anhipping companies wanted money which
e =
B o ¢ 1t titled them to obtain
-ds issued to citizens enbl : : ‘
Ei}le f‘aii;vi;s to the value of the credit thw}lv 15532
3 Sdofrt;m the Government sjtores 'and organisa 1;mi
seﬂzethev were useless in dealing wita fo:‘ilg;r::rs,a i
hllll s a?sﬂaﬂes abroad could be obta.mc‘ed 0 yanyfm};ign
o p‘; ) the Government which ca-r_rled on cign
- g t(i)o-w- Stowaways or a-ble-boz‘hed men wer:dgd 4
t;.ri?ll;sicc) \V';);.'l.( their way to gurorpe it s}‘i}eywz\:;:;e g
1 the vigilance of officers on 1 =
frs:n?fffem leaving the .tio.unt-ry, put the women
v tied to the soil. _ :
hﬂgﬁ.}z? 1?;11{:11- to go, Mark,” said Mz}-ll%_cﬁl{le ?ieﬁu}l)ilgzmiz
d : the river bank. ilkes W
e e 1 d the very day she leav
1 ilda escapes him, an y i 1
Vi : ]:-tﬂdhli(; \']surse]f somewhere and thLEh es épocs..
%m;r; 12 slhip You might travel by the one
e : : 2
“T could not leave you, he said. e MO
“] should be all right. I am ozu t;ng.?,
for any one to troulbli‘ a‘;ou;l l?g,;iiekmg A
; 1 t mean that. a bkl
101:133:1;1(\11':}(1];“13 vou. And you would be lonely
: : ‘l she
. i d her hand and s
: 2 sighed. He squeeze -
Yes,d ﬁ:g ;;-%ssure Then with a blushn élrﬁe"tmonev
;Btu{:]-e‘“You might send for me, I mean se e e
alﬁg otn pet sonies T could dress up ;nbeing e
i ;31181}1" down to the shipping Wltkvmilshmﬂd a2
aAn d th};-n to see the world! Oh, how b !
] looked at her tenderly, then cadg B
it (;30 kissed her. She submitte w& e B
a'rﬁsofa?'esignation—-—or satisfaction. Ib wat?ll it
mgd he returned it, and clung to hlgmhe L
b t}:.LSI- :ilent walk fell on their ears, an e
'1{‘113. eIlocﬂmcl. into one anothers eyes awit.hou.t R
i"(e‘y old friendship had gome for ever?d i i
; e;r for it was changed into or merge
gret, t
: more sweet. FR
st,rongcrs:n;ﬁi in silence until the stranfer p:s:le Fon
Th‘flfen Mark spoke: “Why do you em[zs e
;nd %, leave Australia. T tell you there
can




doned ; but the people were still freed from
enjoyed themselves if they co

she and

room on Nation's Day morning,

talising visions of chops and saus
our way these days.

TR B L TL S - L

and messy stew.”

town for the whole
forgotten ?”

It means an esc
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in the air. It may not come for years
come, and I must stay to fight. -perhaps to die in %

“T won't tempt you,” she amswered bravely, “f shal]
stay to ficht with you—and die, too,” ghe added with a
smile—“if you insist on that; but I shan’t let you.”

Until they reached the door where Mary bade him
good-night, they found overflowing happiness in thems
selves, and the old grey world beneath the moon, which
that first touch of their lips had changed into some-
thing so new and beautiful Mark walked home think-
ing confused thoughts, longing to escape with
from their land of corru

Mary

ption and routine to a country

that was free; and flleq with passionate admiration
for her brave willingness ¢

o stay and share with him
the risks of g fight for

better things.

CHAPTER V.
THE HOLIDAY.

Public holidays were few in socialistic Australia, bue
Nation's Day, which came shortly after Hilda’s en-
gagement, was still rigidly kept. Tt commemorated the
formal declaration of socialistic equality, and in past;
years every auniversary was celebrated with en‘husi.
asim, crowds thronging the streets to cheer the great
procession and its myriad waving banners. Now the
banners were in tatters, the processions wers aban-

Soil, angd
uld.

“You look hungry ‘still, my dear,” said Hilda, ag
Mark rose from breakfast in the public dining.

“I feel hungry,” said Mark. “At least I have tan-

ages that don’t come
the eterna] porridge

she returned? T.et us

I'm sick of
“Never mind,” 80 away frop
day.. Tt's a public holiday, haq you
“I had in a way. What is the good of holidays 2

“Well, I've been looking forward to it all the weel,
ape from the office and Wilkes, for -

vet, but it will |

25
A TALE OF SOCIALISM.

- e though,
He will probably look f?ir aIEI? 111'2:- to come
WhOlB dﬂ? et 1\1’31-\',?.5 10dg1ﬂg5 e
go let us g0 ;
with us.

¢ “It will do you
1 idea,” agreed M‘“ki rIt “It is a bit

“A very -’l;w oidal glail?%ng at her.

e isn’h bt ! train,” she
%f a strain 10 1\I:JS|~ eyes. Yes, 1t 18 -8t

Teal‘S filled 5 L > J ; 1 b
answered {il:'}‘l..i\l'-(i ghrough the st.reet_-b. :ild"there g

As they }:--".1\"_\.11_: on an outing, helon::ICQ a fragment i
little p‘dﬂ“.ihw ,;L““-I Lclmi.tm‘i]lg gml?‘ .qlthei’ passed, and
of girls A ‘;;‘;1-1'\)111' Hilda's czusf[ dk she was glad to
CO‘IWM"M‘AIW[ .Lh{;s glancing ab i {;em er would cer-
she Cl)l(m'rt} : W ]1.‘1%'3@(]. His hot Thaip was how thEY
. ~n-\"-’cm.ed it. if he had. f man Wilkes was.
tainly h.f"'r-zr ]'I-xhnd that was the typGYOGPaM_S place wl_t‘h
spokt“ NLJ::I‘\; who's to take Nelh-ok at the Bendigo
“She’s the “1‘- 1 Nelly goes as a ©0 m it vaguely, but
Gl \'\\’1“\.{‘“ _dTF 1 Said". \Shc had know S of another
mines, t_ln‘_\“r }i.‘lalhsed thus, and thgnte(mptuously‘
fh hear 1b : B’l_wccssorf _uttered so Ck lingered to t:a.lk
gL B Mary's lodgings, Maf door, while Hilda

Arvived a:‘n;];l]c“" standi‘?‘g gt, the :
to some n;-iilrs to seek her frien bt Bacy v ab-
gt upls -+ of her room Stood_'zp& few minutes. Slﬁe

The door m to wal : of the

= at down he bareness

sent. Hlld?: i’l here before, bub t‘{}fn ever, now that
had often boem JHE e keenly th facking. AL
room Eﬂ“}“’kt forceful presence ‘T’aS’ t‘nin"o was clean.
Mary's bright | vere there, o andon sill, bub.
TgoskAlis ) s fourished on e vhite walls blank
A fine fuchsia ugly and worn, tne \Gf Mary's return,
fldor - gloth g ’%here being no 812’3 called her name.
and dep“essmg’t, on the landing an t her head out.
Hilda went m-L opened, and Mar}' p}‘ll am glad to see
The, goa dooc;aearp’ she exclaimed,

“Oh, you . T : vas wrong
ou.; e megller:ﬁd saw that somethmﬁ ‘frieuds 2

Hilda enter mates, who were apparently iC

5 the 1MALES, _ P
i 8. it d up in various garmeuts,hag
Maw man, wr a'p'pe - her cheek ﬂus ’
AigiEgt Her eyes were vt 75 d at the window.
on the fsolf_a«-s dry. An old man stoo
and her 11p i
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re, 1 have. Oh,
: "ou've never been th,me’ ou get
“What is it asked Higs, “Qught she' ,}gﬁ;lked. iy -"’f{uﬁ:tgoighi it is
“This is My, Blake, and she 18 gick,” said Mary. “She you're fed'?}]'-;‘:_; them, but it’s h(; :,1._3‘ white beds, aﬂfi
Is afraid she will he sent tq the hogpita] ” - well 1m0 Sgin{i white walls, white 1:Lnd,the nurses don't
“Are Foluvery sickbl” - Hilds laid her hand Sympa- A White e]({ 1 all rolmd-yml‘l;k fact, they'd rather
thetically on, hep shoulder. white-fac e live or die. ter. No one Spea,‘ks
e e _ care whether , the case shorter. N busy they've
I'm afraiq 80,  said the o]g wonan. "Hospita,l’s wd die, 1t u g too busy, or if mob uyVisitOI'S
bad énough, hut T could stand that if only T could come T ou, the nurses are ] Q,l.ll‘es.to look for. often.
back here, but I've been aih'ng a lot of late, amd tha el oy e own o small pleas d again, but n?t 4
i . ; ob their s A g urgent’ ;
overseer's had his €¥e on me. Qnly last week he said & e in the “""mu:‘,- ouwre lucky to be an ; out of
‘The place for you, Jane Blake, is on poultry farm’* ‘::[?Isl too far out, mw_leg; ,bdepot. There’s 0o 1\:13 in for
“But surely that would he a nice change,” said Hilda. then you're in ““il(:d'\ Blakes. I'm surt_ahs Eer it i
It means separation,” The old woman glanced . it for those \‘:-llcj['ik pe hope they Il ﬁmtso comfort.”
Wards the man at the ®indow: “Tt. ‘moans we'd never e mon1a, :.Ulrtf] , there'll only be one % said Hilda
set eyes on one another again.” e misery in hep the hospital. 118\111- Wilkes about her,
tone conveyed more of her distress than hep words. Bl apealk ‘to SR iend. “Youre &
What is your wor) asked Hilda, ; quietly. an arm about her frleu loathe asking
“We're in “the tailoring We've been at it all our ey threw an are. I know how Fo't it really 1s.
lives. We've never been parted for forty years, ang | saint. Truly you t but this is worth 1t said Mark.
it will kill us if they part us now.” : favours of the ?eﬂtﬁ,;kets to Da_nc_leu(}ﬂg;n T'm anxious
he room, g facsimile of Mary’s, looked out on man “‘Tm taking }; there on a dairy far
closely set rows of houses, and bevond coulg be dimly | Biiece’s o an GHR trolled away, OVer
seen the bhig factory where they had workeq so long, © to see.” ir destination, they S, creek, on to the
The man sighed, as he turned—“We'ye getting olq » Arrived at their anned the shallow ft, stood the ruins
he said. “We're getting old.” Then he seated hirnsejlf E the bridge which Sp the hill to the _1e parracks forming
at his wife’s feet, “You'll be better to-morrow, deay g Gippsland road. vn it the long bare
.. Yes, Il be bettor to-morrow,” she said, almost 5 | of a cottage, bel}m dairy farmers. ely,” said Hilda,
if she were speaking to a child; but the expression the lodgings of 1eb n absolutely lme}”{he ruin. “To
in her eyes belied hor words. “Tt must ha'Vef Ei desolate “.rallsv 3 our own. Your
“We want you to come out with us for tpe day,” her eyes on th—el “ lace all entirely an furniture you
said Hilda, “Mark is waiting outside,” ? have a nice lith ‘31 P you like, i anted to. Sup-
‘Td love to go. I was wondering what T could do ; own rooms, any Sla%ilida-j' when youd“white' walls and
with myself,” reburned Mary. “The VOmaN next dooe lile, and to take &cottage‘ and 1t h?;l re to lunch, and
88 00k affer Mrw. Blake, if sho nosdy 1 oe thab WE8 ] e e all going 1S
A few minutes later they were aj] on thejy way to I; red roof, and W
the station.
“It's a shame,”

said Mary fiercely,
adore one amothe

f ny into
ness a fa little po 3 et
would harness tains, an :
“Th afterwards 3;31 1‘;:"e’d drive into the moun and have
“Those o]q thin, carriage ar
T, and you scarcelv ever seg a. T 4
like them in that They onl

Yy want to be
and they're hiding 1i

3 st V5
st when it was getting o
kgu
Y one come bac
X g let along .
ke rats in g hole, in cas 4
covered that ghe ig sick.”

able near a
three selves, at a round t
ur
tea. dJust O

nd
ttered toast, an
Eogs and tea, a'nc‘llb“chairs and make
e it is dig. big wooc%} ﬁl';'e,d gﬁ. in comfortable

frerwards
; “She ought to 8o to the hospital though,” blot
4 Hilda.

es 146 d-
blow Ill ﬂlake Whlte lace ome W}.Lh tiny Emb 1

3 a
].0 ¢ 3

i = 3
ered farget-me—nots an




r and Y, h“lel[ there’
Vell, Ransome ¥ark would open, it l’olcd be
T you girlg‘ m glad to see Vot by and he'd
: : 2 you,
do}}t you live 1_nare g0Ing to make fa;r
I'm  Socialist, ea, palace?” askeq _]\/1811]\- stories
o ; MvMark smils
Paflhacels, said Mar;(’ugh to &-bSO]l]t{JJY' d:mﬂmé?
. : the Same"_ P & “‘"ﬂpprﬂve Uf
building they w —Hilda glanceq 44
would prefer €re aporoachin, e e
Mark Ellter;jpalaca to these %-arr A],; the
him in the g the wide Passag g
and stopped big
“’Iﬂok.i 'f
to t ﬂg or SwEeth 5
ake the fair ope o‘fr}??
s

a knock
eX(‘]aim
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i‘Things are going to be different pretty soon,”’ sal

Mark.
We are cowed, but we are ready when

“That's so.
the time comes. MThe worst of 1t is we have been too
well fed. Revolutions go best on empty stomachs.

Therell be plenty of them soon, and
At this minute McGregor turned round, and Mark
and the bidding their acquaintance farewell,
strolled on across the wide pa-sturﬁ,ge.
Tt was a lovely day, crisp and keen. The blue hills
in the distamce lay softly against a clear winter sky.
‘We may as woll wallk om, and after lunch take the
{rain back from the next station,” suggested Mary.
Here and there they saw other ruined homesteads.
All  human individuality had been ruthlessly swept
away, and a mile or so further on they passed another
barracks, built on the same plan as the first, of red
bricks— innocent  of garden OF adornment, just a
shelter for the men required in the big dairy. The
bubrscer had a separate TOAI in the building. The
pretence of equality was maintained in requiring him
to take his meals with the men. Im doing this he
would watch them better; but 1f his food was like
theirs the sameness went no further. He was master.
When physical fear did not restrain him he was 2
tyrant, and he was always a SpY- Espionage led onward

to better things.

The young people had brought some food with them,
and their day was a happy

one. They were early for
{he train, and took some ‘interest in @ huni?ing party
which swept past over hedge and fence, and disappeared
in the distance. They had a compartment to them-
gelves when the train did start, though there were on
board a large number of excursionists, many of whom
had been farther up the line. A long wait was made
at Springvale, and Mark pubt his head out of the win-
Horgt b enquixe - Ghies, patao of the delay. He was told
that instructions had been wired that the train was
to wait for the hunting party and their horses.
Qome half an hour clapsed before the favoured peo-
ple appeared, and after their horses were disposed of
Mark, Mary

they entered the compartment where were

and Hilda.

girls,
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“Humph.” The foreigner made » grimace. “Tf jgni
worth it. T'd rather take my

chance of starving ang
have some fun. That's whab oppressed me ever since T
got here. There's no fun, no mirth. A ustralians neyep
laugh. T've seen horse

now and again,
of laughter sucl
York, even am
half starved,
things th

Play now and again, and a smilg
but T've never hearq the cheerful howls
1 8 you'd hear in any holiday in New
ong our people, thousinds of whom are
I'm beginning to think there
an starving,”

are worse
It was evident that the other

members of the party
Were uncomfortable and annoyed, but the visitor wasg
not the type of woman who was easily silenced when
Interested. a

i - However, the trajn approached the term-
nus, much to the relief of her rdmpauio-ns.
Ignoring Hilda and Mary, who were nearest, the door,
the young man, in his anxiety to alight, puslk
Past them, hel i

g the platform they heard her say,
“And this is your National Holiday.”
“T 'like that woman,” said Mary ;
to her.”

CHAPTER VI,

SMOULDERING FIRES,

Mark had reason in his belief t
tion in the air, for, though the sky seemeqd serene
» uneasiness prevailed among the mor
enced. Mark, indeed, could not be counted of thege
but his intelligence, far above the average, and sharpj
ened as it was by the historical teaching ang cynical

i r Grainger, was alive to o

. Servatism of
extreme youth, he was at length beginning to Tecall
and appreciate at its true worth,
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stul had, it is true, a bare sufficiency of food, but many
of the necessaries and almost all the luxuries of life
were wanting except to the official cl who made
scarcely a pretence of sharing equally with their fellow
citizens in the social wealth. Never under the Socialist
regime had the common herd enjoyed good living. Now
they found themselves ruined, by a short harvest in
Australia, together with abundant crops and low prices
in the old world.

At the beginning of the Socialist era manuf
in a hundred different lines had been undert
Government.

acturing
aken by the
Existing factories and trades were taken
over from individuals and new ones were started ; but
one by one disaster or confusion had overtaken them,
from causes which are dwelt upon elsewhere. Sufficient
here to say, in explanation

that the Government, finding itself incapable of satis-
factorily conducting large industrial concerns, and of
foreseeing and providing for the changing wants of the
people, had deemed it simpler and easier to abandon
all but the most elementary manufacturing, and to
expend more and more labour upon the primary pur-
suits of mining and agriculture. The old motto, “No-
thing imported that can be made at home,” was
changed for a new one, "Nothing made at home that
can be imported from abroad.”

The people of Australia had indeed become hewers
of wood and drawers of water for the people of other
lands to an extent never known in the world before.
The surplus of raw produce was sold by the Govern-
ment in America and Europe, in return for the manu-
factured products of individualist iudustry, and thus
low prices in the selling market, combined with short
production at home, were a terribly severe blow to g

ration dependent; solely on the products of the farm
the forfsst, and the mine. 4

Famine, in fact, was beginnin

: g to stare the count
in the face. There was enough to eat

i > if it were kept
la Australia, but wheat and meat went away in ship-
loads to pay interest on foreign debts, and tg buy
necessaries for the many, luxuries for the few. ‘Foar
~ and foreboding were in” the hearts of all i

Scowli;
groups of men gathered outside the walls of Port, ﬂ?

of the approaching ecrisis,
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e for gold a card entitling him to a corresponding

exchang
value of goods oOF services, mMoney itself not passing cur-
rent in the Commonwealth.

who issued Ransome’s passport was in-

The officer
qisitive as to the cause of his sudden return, the re-
cords showing that he had gailed for England only & few
weeks previously but Ransome gave Some plausible ex-
cuse that told 1 hing. Wilkes, who knew more than the
Merediths s ted of their former intimacy with Ran-
geme, had come suspicions when he learned that
Ransome W gain 1n Australia, especially when, on
questionin-_t H{ilda about Tuim, he found her overcome with
blushes and confusion. He said nothing, bub immediately
in his own mind connected this Englishman with the
Merediths yehaviour towards himself. If they had
telegraphed he would have found means to

written oOr
know it, and
to extract from Ransome
friends n Australia.

The Professor was writing 1n his study om the after-
Ransome arrived. In a few minutes he
the state of affairs, urging

ho had directed the enquiries which failed
the mention of any of his

noon whoen
acquainted his visitor with
him to display the ntmost caution while in Melbourne.
and to waste not & moment 1 departing with Hilda—
if that were posaible——under penalty of losing her_ for
ever. “In this country,” he gaid, “we prize our beautiful
women SO much that we would rather see them dea

than part with them to fcsreigners,-if those forelgners
are so misguided high official’s light.”

as to stand in a
“You don’t meamn to say that Miss Meredith and 1 are

in danger of any violence,” said Ransoms, incredulously-
“Vou are in danger of mo violence, unless you commit

You might do that without knowing it.
have known men imprisoned—inreign subjects—«whn
were quite unaware of having committed the thett or
assault of which oyerwhelming evidence was produced n
satisfy their Governments. 1 prophesy nothing aboub
Miss Meredith except that

she will not be allowed to
marry yow unless you Fun away with her. And that feat
will be by no means easy.’

Ransome thanked the Professor
help, and said he would be as cautions

possible.

gome crime.

heartily for his Tindly
and prompt as
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“That is right,” said the Professor You had bettey
take rooms now at a boarding house in the city, and if
you will, call again on me this evening, when Mark wil]
be here to meet, you.”’

“And Miss Meredith?"

“No,” said the
unwise.”

T suppose so.
returning here.”

asked Ransome.
Professor, smiling, “that  would Be
I shall have time to call on her before

“And this is your caution!” laughed the Professor,
“My dear friend, you must not attempt to see the lady
until it is certain that you can meet her free from obser
vation. Let Wilkes sce you together
all your hopes.”

With difficulty Ransome kept himself aw
Kilda, and wandered about the city, fuming at the
monstrous tyranny which masqueraded uder
of equality and fraternity. There was nothing to do in
the dreary streets, lined with rows of tall tenerent
ouses of intolerable sameness and dinginess, the mono-
tony broken here and there by a huge store filled with
goods of little variety, and usually of the lowest quality
and attractiveness. = The costly luxuries imported for
the use of the privileged did not find their way into the
Public warchouse. In Collins-street, and in the vicinity
of Parliament House, worn a number of the larger public
offices, and some finer buildings inhabited by members
¢l the official caste, but nowhere could be found the gay
shop windews, the hum of exchange, the crowds on worls
or pleasurs bent, the swift plying vehicles, tle hundred
phases of life and motion that chiaracterige great cities,
Until work ceased at six o'clock in office, store
and  workroom the

streets were almogst, deserted,
save by a few clerks, officials anq

» and good-bye to
ay from St.

the guise

: messengers
whose business took them abroad. Trams rattled
along at intervals of half an hour, sometines
pasing by a goods waggon, and m

ore seldom  gti]
ed alOfng the lonely
me, weighing heayy
few other strangers

an official’s carriage or motor car whir]
reads. Oppressive quiet, reigned supre

the dead. Even i i
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s ,nk or sea shore, but “‘.nﬂtalls had been
FIVEL e ] . 1C :

e - {he few theatres and mus

were nondt o

ver
railable labour pow
o ihe libraries, when all av ailab hece of Bl
closed like the lsewhere, and in the atmo;»p estrisndt A
] = ii'rr:‘u discussion and t.hougfhlf;lg most
1 SCLILRE ; : - 1et) .
e h“l‘ | public meetings were SOI rs and in parks,
bates and pt d, at street corne 3 moke
Lately, indeed, ich erew larger an
s of men and women, which the summer evenings,
e had begun to gather in t but no one knew
arous, i =] .
e rulously of the bad mlgefléuall}' if any man
- que S - - 3 g s
ta.llill!g_ti“ be his neighbour, an laint of the adminis
who migh it definite complai
Tl is vole r way. :
ised his vo slunk a : A
- is comrades quickly -eet, after his evening
ration, his c beth-stree : e
tra ) walked up Eliza 1d man with whox
z e el 3 o s 0
Riul.sflcmupauy with a garrulou
meal ir

m

-ant. and frof

H - e restaurant, 3

ance 1n th was abroad.
de acquainta

he had made

: easiness
<10d that a feeling of uneast! in he even

whom he 1ea1m,d.1$ld;:.0uld not mentml}:JL ltcétj%?;ls for the

b e o TIBT W e

o t(i-lefllgﬁf;t some people p]anf:dt;[leir fault.

“'h]S];fhuU poverty’ and said 1t W

1}1‘(_‘\“ =]

L id, pointing
Il hear such talk there,” he said, P
“Mayhbe you
to i\lggfowdyin front of them,

where, under a gr;]‘:;;‘t, E];:-i
t eo’

! proad Sydney road, snmee;kféfr ywl;o b
e dthelisten.ing to an angry sp d e
gat?hele s;t1'ean1 of bitter wm_'clb. iagadt 2 h]_n}‘ xr
i and his companion o

S dlnds the latter wh_1sp-ere e mr o 1
e ED;O];ir‘ T ‘E]Llli g?11 fng;‘ the citizens or
“Come away, SI1T'; bamsn i

: o is talking, an _ ks
tdl'k hzr;St.ha,t are fom}d hsten;rllg e
Sﬁf_mg if vou like,” said Ranso u,rself L5

1‘-(:,{0‘ Ygu had better keep YO
ested. ou
you fear it.

was requ

known.

T am inter-
f trouble if
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The old man hurried off. and
melted away, some moving slowly and re uctantly, pausing
at a distance to catech a few more of the ‘words that
frightencd yet stirred them. Only lozen or so re:
mained with their eyes rivete speaker, feelmg
the fire of rebellion slowly kin

d on the

dling in their hearts.

"I tell you, friends, it can’t last. We are cung o
know, but even a cur gets savage when vou roh him of
a bone. 1t is time for us to turn and bite, while we
have the strength left to do it. There 18 no liberty in
this country. 'There i

s nothing good in it. You talk of
the starvation of other lands. That is bad, but there
18 not much starvation there. ITere we are all pretty well
starved, and soon it will be worse. The officials are
robbers and frauds. So would we be in their place. They
are the creatures of the system. -1 tell you, friends, that
Socialism itself is one great robbery and fraud.”

The speaker paused, and before he could resume a
& -tall middle~a-ged man touched him on the sleeve., He
was an officer of the Government and. with a companion
just arrived on the scene, had elbowed his way through
- the group unobserved, for the administration had many
_police spies who wore no distinguishing uniform.
“What is your name?” asked the officer, ;
The speaker twrned on him with flashing eyes. “What
is that to you?”

“I am an officer, and
must come with me to the police office.”

“Hands off! I will do nothing of the kingd " The
agitator shook himself free and moved back a pace. The
little group of men dispersed, and, with wide open eyes,
watched from a distance an episode which resembled

een. No one, unless drunk, even

you are talking sedition. You

the police to interfere.
The speaker was now confronted by both the officers,
who were utterly astounded for a moment by his defian e
Then they stepped on either side of him, each taking ay,
arm, and as they felt the muscles stiffen one of them
Produced a pair of handcuffs. While h

e fumbleq Wity
the unfamiliar instrument the prisoner wrenched himself

gra {?u:zfl}.v the CI‘QWdl
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S at , breathing
the other man and stood at bay

] nt.
cer and excitement i
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free from
ha‘[‘d with at o
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b oW 1n 1Ce

pproaching
tall young man, not app

] A a spare, . prosshii
B '\)1( onts 1 weight, but he wa gt:l
S her of his assailants : 2 o L
E looked, while his nerves, & :
than he iOOKEQ,

£ 4 2 nds of 1wron.
1e muscles of his bod{hlﬁt&:\fﬁ)j‘ztood et
- the other, wh : it
he turned on ; R
: ; M
in. and snatching the handeuffs irromwith 11 his foroe
tain, and | e. ho swung them down pigetin
¥ furious rage, e = it
if m]?hl head of the offier, “holiﬁel:ging against  the
e IlCd ? £ 3
upsonnt defence, then St'?‘ggeu%o-an
pe » by which he sank with & glh other officer who wa3
m%’}'t-hd one glance at him and © 81191- hurried away to
Ll i late prisone e
v y his feeb, the * e s kbl -
FIELES -w celf in the maze o_f st1eetls‘1 Seraily the few
sl m}m:L ohfare. The otliceT i tl); t they had no care
oreat t 10TOUgHLe 2 oive Cllﬂseg ue d
2 : : 'S - angry.
2 : . hystanders t0 g vation, and, &
fomaining bys clves from. observation, anc, HeSay
5 hide themselves I - pursuit himsell,
except to hid 1 bruised for p do. Ran-
& IS injured comrade.
crestfallen, too : 7 badly 1nju il T
1 ssist hils mor b harm was d »
e f_u falbfl?limse].f that no dangerggxsﬂd be recognised,
pemiE: SAGIRIEILS is way lest he s bellious
5. thS way ; The 1ebe
B el hum(lleil'\(i’;led as a witness when tl
- eta
and perhaps

t to trial.
tor should be captured and brought to.
oral

strung all tl
QOne man down,

CHAPTER VIEL.
oN'S DESIGN. . )

i to the University thmkx_x:g
llil's]fclwa:at at her w'mdo;;r ieazsw;he

o of  him She sighe
g ot S ke into the

ipd e v ?(?;k;i)?.mng columns 2:,1 Ii]]_:ﬂgfa.ters i
e Ste"rilfland gliding over th; ot S
g even'ltng;:th to the ocean, an
bay on 1its pa

i ft
bL‘?"(I':)fni‘o were only the dav a

that were our ship—how happy

MARY JACES

As Ransome n:_lade
of Hilda Meredith,

er to-mMOTIow, Mary, and ;

1 should be.”’
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“How happy you ought to be now

should be simging, not sighing. The day
will come.”

Mary was busy with needle, cotfon

and

Hilda were fortunate in, having an instinc
of dressmaking, the result, being that thoug!
were in the ordinary slop pattern, they
alter them till they fitted.

“Oh, 1 know it will
answered Hilda im
am I to esca

, about a thousand
patiently.

pe from this hateful place
hateful man?! I feel hopeless and des
How am I to get away!”

pairing, Mary.
white hands on her lap,

She dropped her pretty slim
and then catching sight of the
ring, given, by Wilkes, twisted it, with a petulant ges-
ture, and sighed.

Mary looked at her with. a contemptuous little smile,
“Here, stick a, piw in where this sleeve has to go.
Hopelessness won't help you. Aren’t Mr. Ransome and
Mark and the P

rofessor discussing what to do now?"
“Yes, I suppose so.

But what, can they do?’ Hilda's
thoughts naturally were far from serge frocks, and so
were Mary’s, but she knew that Hilda's depression was
best combated by making light of troubles.

“Frankly, I don't know, but | know what you can do
for yourself—if you have the pluck and the common
* Mary pub the bodic

e down, and spoke deliber-
“What? What d

0 youw mean?” asked
large frightened eyes on her companion. “You look so
strange. Tell me what youw are thinking of.”

Mary laughed impatiently. “You think ey
strange, but I should

Hilda, turning

erything
_ : fool old Wilkes, and,” shutting her
little teeth with a snap, “if I couldn’t do that—strangle
him,”

“Oh, don't talk so dreadfully. T would rather be mjs.
erable for life than do anything wrong.

“Then you are an idiot, my dear, Couy
thing more wrong than make My Ranso
miserable for life, for the sake of some

“I know you consider all

I am better than you, but

ld you do any-
me and yourself
silly scruple ¥

seruples silly. T don't think
some things seem impossible

If T were you I
alter to-morrow

: BB |

widl scissors, alter-
ing one of the regulation blue serge dresses.  She and
3 !;uo-wledge
their gowns
could :i.lwa,ys

»n
years hence,
“But when 1t does, how

and that
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- strength and
: A for vour stlengt
ould give ﬂ-n}-th_lng_ J o tears,
to mC-_ 1 \\‘.li‘fl:t‘ ti]OWA” Hllda's‘ eves filled with
7 FOTIESE = . . in. s
e wned o the window again. For Heaven's sake
S Foe turt My dear!” cried Mary. 1, but you can't
“My dl'.(lll_t‘ 1 know you're an angel v. Tell me—
don’t do 1’11 e - angel until you get aW‘a_l fonsanat
have any 1D '.,'J{ ‘\vnu rRgR ""““7’;};“ e Mr.
s e 0 snaKe youl. 1 da'e w ‘L, E
T'd like !1 \n arm round Hilda's wai ook herself free.
She laid ar l 10" Hilda impatiently shoc
Qi course L B him.” : d
e ly die for ¥ the goo
ey H”ig\;mﬂd but what on eathth C:'lsl alive? Of
“T Teriow VOU 4 8 .
o s -"r{\en he wants You_-ranifwj:ur :{ove is worth
of dymg t'rhink you love him. cape""
VO i J e es '
C(l,;;*lf\l:iﬁw it will help you . t
AT ing him to
“How! o to Mr. Wilkes and p_«laz::suadlng
“Br heing NI1C 4 1p sail. .
“By "l\}.],-}';til order to see Ehe éhlpHildfh brightening &
give you @ . if he would,” sad H and T don’t know
il "'%Uigll hlate to ask favours of him,
litle. “But I hate

] id T wanted to
I could give. If I just said
what excuse .

== come
see thin 11 1 O d olle

hi I t‘] e f TEign qualtf‘r he \KOlll [f r to cC

; : PI i

o 2 3 With the
il T, G 8 Mary emphaticaﬂ}" A ttc?lﬁgu you TuI
“Hilda,’ s-ald lourb’old man of the Sea]'{e is Iloj( a fool‘
idea of get_tlntg ?3(3 t-hilﬂgs at the Dorff he knows nothing
vty wsci ;).g suspicious, even 1-]i_kelv does.”
and he woul 1ow, which he very 2d y hopelessly.
of Mr. Ransome I I't-o do?” asked Hi ;m.l must boldly
“Then Whiisiﬁltt‘ly only 0{9 t'h:;g;t tell Wilkes abou:;
“There 1s al ! { ou must L€ ¢ OnNc
Lakg the bull by E}fuhoﬁlxi::{- confess thatb 13:3:(1 \1‘;{131'1;: once,
Mr, Ransom o that o Hhought Y reat, strong Peter
engaged to hlm_ﬁt, your own clever, g:; still have a sort
but had found 0];1 dearer. Say that yo .
“;?asqi‘;fg;];oﬂl;;:gﬁon for the other mams

that he Eamg
Je Teluse
ders ; that you have TE g
. express orders; v, you hate
beis ag:‘nnSt '311‘?;:{ nul\)v you are so happ y
to see ham. ; J

im to
1 ask him
ood-bve and
want to sav g

the Sth

st . an order to see T

cruel, and jus Wilkes for an <k for permissio

fongety gou.  BeX o el aekomeza Ak fon EEUEIERE
sail. =

w
to have a few

»
av; ; ilot boat.
to go down the bay; and to return in the p1

the poor discarded one,
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Hilda listened 1

- ste imnere slv

ous,” she gasped. ikt
‘I am serious :

e e you little fool. It iz yo

& s ave it for you.” Mary impatiently And I am
e tu_,‘ bodice, lying at her foot patiently kicked the

ut it w ; : ;

Is there any 1-] would. But what does that
S fosl & equest too preposterous for a ik lmatter?
pity the 6¢I1IS~ Vamty”"if he thinks vou 5 ‘(m]“?uo grant
pity him 111’(:1%‘; :elaln C(m]tenl‘l}t‘w“?h’ enough ‘:;:ili ] Onlﬁ
‘ : 1 g H'ETOIIS )"”l‘(l-ll iy gh, and he wi
ca?ﬁ%il P}OPE"I% e Yy

tell such a Ol?evfl 11; 1t 1s possible; could it be rigl
ot A { He would never believe =R e
“I—Ige '11Gf thinking about it?” e me, so what's
w i : 2
"Wha,tl dgelleve you if you treat him properly.”
i gou c:L]} treating him pro erlp 5,}
that Hilda fveni f;’lrir'l little smile. sl
of lyin ar as to question ibility
ly,”yshg; Sslégtc:lessf}j‘lfify' Pe_rhaPSqI Sllog?d t;;.e ity
tell o pald et g Mueiila e
e burdening ,_blushing falsehood. Th e
your tender i S orttl Sraii
must look i basciorias. fo i
= charming as possible; i
“Kiss himp?a‘rmg names. Kiss him.” i
R T couldut Loouldn
so:led i R t you say. T should feel‘ di;‘:}qfll@t
“That sounds i
Birale Y  very pretty and good,”
thingg)_rJ‘_[f ut lllsten bo e v ,ouansxv?l'ed Mary
can do you love—if you know whajt.r o these
“‘FVSnfﬂlYt]llng to gain the man I
RIS NG st would ek b hiate g
“Deﬁ]efnerisked 1H11dg.. with an indignant f]
T e ey hungf ;ge(]liMary contemptuously afi;' ki
with th red kisses; what are ' !
it e alternative! You shrink they  compared
'y because it from acti
B . Cefbon How o e
you? How n‘lanB hl om you if your lover sn}lany i
y hundred mornings will y;;l;azlbhout
fEroy
How many children “;fﬁ

[ plentt
Mary you are not sepi

It was something

love

mean

n cans-—you
_caI‘e fOI‘.”

e—and—and would

his vile h v
» head beside
you bear him ? yours?

dear,’
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“Stop | Stop' for pity’s sake. You are killing me.”
B is for pity’'s sake 1 am warning you, Hilda,

said Mary soothingly. “You must—you simply
must be brave, and wicled, if you choose to think it so.
What right have you to sacrifice your life to a tender
! o brutal man! As you are weak the only

conscience, and
prave thing %o do is to fling away all your seruples, and
win the battle for yourself and your lover.”

Hilda ped her friend’s hand and closed her eyes.
up wonder if T dare,” she sighed. ¢“And, oh, Mary, what

would Gerald {hink of me?”
“Why should Cerald know! Tf he is an ordinary man
1 suppose he would say stupid things. If you truly
understand oach other, some day you can tell him, and
he will thank you and pl‘:—xise ynu."

Hilda looked wonderingly at Mary. T feel somehow
as if that were true. But how do you know all these
things of love! T am older than you, and yet beside you

T seem a child.”
Mary laughed. “I don’t know; I think I know, be-
cause I feel I must have been loving Mark for yea-ir:s
without realising it and now —she sighed happily— 1
do—we do. Nothing else counts.
to get out of this horrible country.
leave it for worlds, because it is |
“Clan't you pcrsuade him to leave 1

eagerly. _ :
%1 wouldn't try. He means to do great things 11 Aus-
tralia. His life is here, and T mean tnlhelp him and be

art of it, not to beg him to change it He may a}}.
but whether he fails or succeeds,” she said proudly, I
am equally proud of him; al;l’d his country and wor

are my work and country _too.
Hilda lkissed Mary affectionately-
hate to leave him Behind. Bub you under
Mary, and will
ever I could do.”
“T'1l try,” answered N

is rather an old idiob. am ; .
keep him out of mischief, and_ teach him that some bri
walls are really harder than his head.
about your affairs.
be wicked and censible, or g0°

T have always wante
but now I wouldn't

Mark’s.” :
t too?’ asked Hiida

“Poor old Mark. I
stand him better

take far better care of him than

Have you made up your mind to
gt d and unutterably silly?
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Hilda sprang to her feet and pressed her hands des-
pairingly upon the masses of her fair haiv. “T have made
up my mind to get free,” she said fiercely, “if I wade
through oceans of mud to do it.” :

“That is right. You will see Wilkes to-morrow.”

“Perhaps to-night.” Hilda shuddered and zlanced fear-
fully at the door. “Didn't you sav you would either
cajole him—or—or strangle him?’ she whispered. T
almost feel as if it would be easier to do that—if T were
only strong enough.”

“You might do it with your hair, it's long enough,”
laughed Mary tauntingly. ~ “But on the whole I think
you had better stick to cajolery. You are better builk
for it. Only try on his shoulder and he will give ven
anything.”

“Don’t! Don't!” besought Hilda.

“It is a shame to tease you.
Good-night.” 3

“What, you are not going away already?”

“I must. T want to write to Mark and besides, if
Mr. Wilkes comes you must act before your resolution
pales. Remember this, Wilkes did not win you by fair
moans, therefore you need worry less about decelving
him. He is treacherous through and through, and s
such we must meet him with treachery.” ”

Hilda clasped her hand to her eyes
will do it,” she murmured.

Mary touched her friend’s hair with her li
ering up her sewing, fled down the sta
debate should be re-opened.

A hundred yards from the door of the tenement
met, Wilkes evidently on his way to see Hilda J

A sudden resolution gained possession of her and she
acted upon it. Wilkes wag passing her unnoticed wﬁen
she turned back and touched him on, the sleeve.  “Mr
WIi_JIke&,” she said timidly. ' ¥

e started with surprise. “What,” pe said. “Wh
are you?! Oh, my little friend, 1 . 4
wha.tycan I do foryycm?” AT dackay, Well

He scarcely knew Mary; his flushed face
tone, and the smile which he gave her su, ,3
girl that }nine had mellowed Eim‘ With.glgneigzclle;of:hde
ings of triumph at promised victory, and of Eympath};

But you must be brave.

with a moan. ]

lips, and gath-
irway lest the

she

his genial

o

A7

A TALE OF SOCIALISM.

s added horror in the winning of it, Mary took

from his attitude.

for Hild

her cue :
“es, little Mary Jackson, s

ir.” she said, lookin%{ 'u.]a
; 1 i fav 0 a kin

& him coquebttishly; “with a big favour to ask of _
at him C< 1t J

man.”

is it?” sked. chucking her under
sqyell, well what is 1t he asked. ¢
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distractedly. anc 3

you are cold.
© oMy CGod, she shan )
with an ugly laugh. _» anewered Mar, checking a 23:‘;
‘No: it Sl f“a]gfl}tl.’voﬁ can show her how youn;;ue.
;1(1:110 -igcldx:ﬁc?her worship vou. There is a man
. al

“what's the mat-

't, find me cold,” ejaculated Wilkes

. im?’ Wilkes
Rﬂm(‘m% o]  Yes, whab of him? asked 1
“Ah, Ransome: o
L 1 d, but determined to playdou i
Mary was frightene -;]ous e o

part. You are not 1e

oage
She was half en;{j e

ilv voung man
e thi‘:t 1?}3(};; ;0 Aistralia to
; and has refused to
to the ship a.pd
rv to teach him
o himself over-

ten.

red her. ; 3

re vou loved st
f?est o her. and she has sent hit

i 2 . g0
are Jum. bub she wo“_-ld 1u‘5ih lllfsnzotn t
have half an hour with .hm} -(;m throwing
- folly. and prevent him 1Y 14 do.” ;
his folls ‘hich he swore he wou AR 1840
boi%gelﬁl agked Wilkes. 1001;;“%& ‘;H q slioped down o
'S 4 d fuce. FLei S ed the pressure.
Mary's upturne i, and she return e
§ Ry L + " 0.011 10, _— 'ShP- says _v‘
hig, whricls c’[os_ied - her eves oub beca do it.
““‘911]. ghehlsrc?r:ggtmst her emough to It hew
do not love g A

. - ? . T vo‘l‘”’ :
¥ :Kddﬂ;\?l% te]':ii';?’“qﬁnned Willkes.
n i o
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T thi

hinle you are b

. Y are ]J]['

with downcast eves o and generous.”

your place.’ .
YT
What?”

i{o
srant her r
request hef
ikl ore she ha
e had

would do. in

Give he
T an order timea 4
]_mw little vou ii].j?u]f.o,% where she M-k(fr%”'-‘_‘ o ask i,
judoes you.” k of that puppy. and ‘¥ g ilﬂ Thog
& ppy, and how s ;
Fuuny i 1 bl
to sea Wit-I:d:(ah ‘ chuckled Wilkes; “se
B o m:'uli rival. But, by “'."1 ‘lew'\l your girl off
> r dear. Buti what ;]l.'ln i 1”(] 1t—juzt tg
i 1av

Mary sli
Hilda \hS;;D[;Ei from him lanchine. “ Al rel i‘q" ifom
added over her ih When she is out (-L.-F{ ?]H\ again when
tt}rned Sl k};gg:({m}ﬂdm*. A fow naces d'_,‘-v -;e) wav.” she
direction Wé'rh”; f 7:‘1‘ hand, Wilkes fa‘m}i e street she
muttering to hrlm 9]1101}(“? smile on hig ¢ < '1 é:le]j n her
B Sftﬁ-"tt‘-d upon :tel f{l I:,TO: no: mot “'Cnfm"'l‘% fﬁ“g i
ing of his beloved. nsteady course tnwgll.rqq (t stonned,
; s the dwell-

CHAPTER TIX.

o P‘LA'NNING THE ESCAPE
ssor Graineer's Meredi ‘
1

some. rather . 1
er anvious at his non-a h was awaitine Ran

arectings
an e npear
d enguiries for Tilda rance. After warm

his lateness 2
see  a ﬁgh;ayuﬁ h‘;,llﬂd stopned to ]i::("me explained
account. S hat i:ltls eves glistened asl ha. speech and
B i o Dlow st i e thie
ou can do nothi o better
troubles,” sai mg worse than .
have Hi]dza;(jfglf Professor testi?v_ge& iﬂlxed up in such
_ destruction, if y ouf of the country t least wuntil yo
vou all, and t,hvolu choote. But T h Aﬂrel: that CDurl:r
o e least T am entitled ave tried to hel
“You a-r: et efiar i nuzatmtno- sk is that Vof!l:
B 59 quite 1:1;!‘111;, Professos Ly,
~ wont do-:i-nvtiii a brlc]c to us, and ,‘WB answered Mark
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! ler sa, T
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A away ! : , an

i €< . ImMurmure '
; And T know what nured Mary
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The quesiium was not easy to answer. The Professor
could obtain leave for her to witness the steamer’s de-
arture, though the matter was complicated by the fact
of her well-knownt relationship to such a man as Wilkes,
who would be the natural person to sign her pass. But
there was scal cely a chance of his doing so, and Grainger
thought there was nothing for it but to let her use a
ass which he would secure for an imaginary relative -
of his own .

“But,’ nbiected Mark, “averybodv will know Hilda
from her picture in the papers, and she might be stop-
ped."

“There is danger whatever she does. She must change
her appearance as much as possible. and take her chance.
If she misses this one she will get 10 other.”

The young men acreed with the Professor, and decided
they must run the risk.

Tven at the ship’s side difficulties did mot end, but
© the one thing certain was that Hilda must be securely
= hidden directly she went on board. Her failure to leave
© the ship might not: be observed. If it were, Ransome
= trusted to his position as the son of one of the directors
= of the shipping company for influence enough to make
2 any search that might be instituted unsuccessful.

Tt was mot a very <atisfactorv state of things, bub dis-

to improve it. Nothing remained but to

£ awaib the next dav but one. when fortunately the shin
sailed ab eioht o'clock. when work would be over. &

a failine light would reduce the chances of Hilda beine

ohserved. “Ransome promis;ed verv orudgingly that he

would make no attempt to s°€ her before thev meb on
board unless he received amn assurance that Wilkes was

out of the way. 5
“Why is it, Professor?’ he asked, as he lit h‘:Is pipe
and Grainger put the spirit—s-t-and before Thim s why 18
it thao in this coumtry. under this Socialism, when you
have so Many good things, that there is this awiul t_yra.p'ng, :
and Dppressibl1ﬂthé gloom. the monotony. the mudffi_h),]_g

that one sees all around one? 1 can’t understand ib.
“Clan’t you, MY friend,’ said the Professor, smiling.

«Pardon me, but I thinlk that shows you have not studieds s S

All the phenomena you mentioned are the ine_wta.ble out-

-

grl

1§ -]

& cussion failed



S

50

MARE MEREDITH :

come of our system.

What are they?” But you mention good thj
5 hings

"“;Vell. nobody starves.”’

Not, vet. We .

% ey e all half starv

v of which I, thank G'G(IQ -]111‘10;';1:‘\;‘("(‘“1 - Priviees

"Well, in B
3 nelar :
and thousands if‘;'ddle\\;gl ]1““‘@3}?00111“ .
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J ]'1[‘\1];1(‘ work " ’

oy

n me, thev : L

cept those who giv all half work or a quarter

masses. TI give all their energi arter work, ex-
iey are diligent.’ gies to fleecing  the

I sa

y & -}', Pl‘ﬂfes‘;ul. L8] X

listen to this, from ; put' in ‘Mark laughine
1 a teacher of Soci ghing, ‘am I to

believ :

e e ;

“List Yy ears. alist vouth?! I can't

1sten, m i

: , my boy. 4

lieve them, if .-mif Listen with all your e

last T you never believe your ears, and be
am serious, lieved them until now. U;

snioer on my 1 if t]11l'ty vears of _

any more. }YIOIEG';?’B left me the ?}i\ig;tlu‘mg with a

many el alag nd two or three other }EO be sericus

years I fear I ha"glless my true thought oys, perhaps

But T interru ted_‘e‘ worn the sneer a f"l 8, for of lale

blessings undeI:* whil::I}f. Ra}-l_lsome, W'h“-Wl;-:]?i TE@C’JII ik
h we live.” etailing the

“I don't kn
ow : o
t}fle blessings und:?o\:jlt{‘ tllm‘t’. said Ransome.
of your land monoplis 131 you ought to live - “Rather
no class priviiegediz ed, no capitalistic t  with none
demned to live in o live in idleness, a dyl’an.ny, with
you seem to me grmd.mg poverty W_~11 no one con-
“My dear sir ottﬂ spoil everythiné’r ith every chance
The ‘tyranny, the iSYSte'm EivEL iin Yigh o :
absolutely inevitabl neptitude, the corr ance whatever
professing to Sta‘ e outcome of a sgm}‘}?tlom e tha
de?ﬁ'e to reap the'mfp out competition al state which
drives them out ull fruits of ome’s U-Iwa-nd Bl hivhan
You are “nDOnViHOEdharmless il'lt-o ac;lulabour‘ mereh-
our history, the ced Let me tell rsed channels
Ran%me!andnw}?oukwm verhaps ung:::-tmmethmo of
listen, and Mark settled th stand.” .~
back, and Ef;ioirqfe%or, with Eggse}t:;il eagerly
manner, delivered Sm(iush’ assuming his us behind hig
e fanid a lecture such as his c'i;::i;l lecturiy
-room hag

»
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CHAPTER X.
THE PROFESSOR LXPLAINS.

“If is more than half a century,” said Professor
Grainger, SINCe this unhappy country deliberately en-
tered upon 2 Jgcialist policy. There were injustices and
inequaliii.us' then, as there are in the semi-iudividu.alist.
countries ©! to-day, all arising from the denial of full
freedom to every citizen, of equa-l access to the natural
gources Ol woahs the secure e:njoyment, of his
labour’s fuil fyuit whatever it may be.

“But, the well-meaning, enthusiastic fools of those
days would not listen to any such paltering suggestions
for reform as lay in the suppression of monopolies, the
establishiment of justice and of greater freedom. They
conceived the extraordinary notion that social well-being
lay in the suppression of freedom all along the line, in
the stamping oub of intelligent individuality and widen-
ing the sphere for unintelligent action by the State. With
thiz end in View they organised the forces of labour
and set 0 work. At first their sceps were slow and
halting. Factories Acts and Arbitration Acts dictated
hitherto free, to whom, for what time,

to —men, : ;
and for what payment they should gwe their
labour; and the privilege of labourlng at - all

refused, 0T FELo not

denied to those who : 3
permitt.cd. to  joim organisations called unlons,
ruled by powerful and  often utterly ~unscrupts
lous officials. A little later the conduct of_ banking and
jpsurance institubionwwhich have no existence 11 our
soeiety now—were entered on by tl}e State 1n com-
petition with private enterprise. This enterprise Was
soon crushed out by the restrictions p@aﬂed upon it, an
the compet,-ition of the dtate, 1M which gross blunders
and losses that would have ruined. any private firm were
made good by drafts upon the Public_ purse. The tobaceo
i traffic. the iron industry, the waoollen

industry, were one after another, taken over as Gov-
, None of these things were well

ernment monopolies. . 7
managed ; but the importa,t.mn’of foreign goods of the

kind they produce A
good by heavy taxatlo
capital ; and, while the people were

was

ed Was prohlbrited. losses were made
the land and prwabe
forced to buy the

y %
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State made articles, wages were kept artificiall
and prices artificially low—higher, certainly,

be no more eggs.

cian and the law

to enormous imposts, were becoming unprofitable, and
the Government bought them out at nominal rates of
compensation. It might have been warned by seeing
that private interest and capacity could not make them
pay—might have realised that, this being =0, official in-
capacity and red tape would render things worse; but
whom the Gods wish to destroy thev first make mad,
and for a time the evil was more or less concealed be-
cause there were still hard working men and women to
plunder in taxation,

and still the extravagant rate of
wages accompanied lessened production.

“Them, when heavily taxed citizens began ta leave the
country in despair, while thousands of labourers clam-
oured to the Government to give them work, the crisis
came. The press, with the exception of Labour organs,
was unanimously demanding a retuwrn towards individu-
alism, and incendiary articles in leading papers gave the
Government_the excuse, which it promptly seized, of
suppressing its most formidable crities. Other pa,i)ers
sprang up to take their places, whereupon printing was
made a Government monopoly. This was the master
stroke which made everything easy on the road to ruin

“The old capitaliztic press, whereby private persons
exercised enormous influence, and often showed wutter
disregard of truth and fairness, was bad enough, but
there were some honest papert—honest men wa;-p_ at
least free to initiate papers—bui when the Government,
. controlled the press, criticism and opposition were g

a7

n-_’ g ‘.‘ H

Ak

y high

than they
were before, but: much less than their cost of production,

Of course the Socialist press howled with delight,
Workmen's associations insisted on further Government
enberprise, not seeing that the high wages paid to them
were extracted from the plunder of private enterprise,
and that when the golden goose was killed there would

© Jaws, mflicting &
 leaving Australia,

“The next step was to forbid private persons to follow
several occupations, beginning with those of the physi-

yer, all men of these callings becoming
Government servants. By this time the shipping trade,
the sugar industry, and half-a-dozen others, hampered
as they were with all kinds of restrictions, and subjected

' go-called advance,
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other, and thase who had
ism pointed out that all m
only scientific and Just stribution i 4
Socialistic brotherhood was equality to al]

“This, then, was the plan ad
ceived a card mont
munity for a cert
terms of these un
mand of the com

“The value of what he had received in
marked off the card of the individual as
while the store or

department, supplying

tered all transactions ip it3 books.

“From the outset of the thorough Social
tion there was Immense, difficulty in
able labour of the community with
reward being equal, there was natur
ployment, in the lightest and most pleasant occupations,
which made it impossible to consylt mdividual tastes,
An honest endeavour at first prevailed to consult natural
or acquired aptitudes ; but, ag the officials who controlled
the press began to reali their own Power, and the
utter powerlessness of the people to criticise o interfere
with them, scandalous  favouritism reinforced  the
Inherent aifficulties of assigning workers tq suitable
employment, with the result that the quality and quan-
tity of labour done steadilv declined.

“Wealth production inevitably declineq under  this
forced labour in spheres for which it was so often un-
fitted, and under the bu]ighting influence of equal re-
ward, which killed all incentive to special exertion; hut
it was some time before its malign
recognisable, for severa] things tendered to counteract
or hide them. Valuable ang fertile land, before locked
up in private hands, become availahle o the communiyy.
Enthusiasm for the new state of affairg among a large
number was at first a force that counted, while a number
of idlers who formerly did no work, or work of :
ductive nature, were now o i

studied the theory of Socia.l-i

asters of it had declared th |
plan of wealth di

OPted.  Every citizen pe
hly, giving him cradif with the con.
ain number of yupits f value, angd in
its the poods and ser

tces at the com-
mumty were priced.

any form wag
he recelved it,,
him also en-

1stic dispensa-
applying the avail-
advantagu, because,
ally a rush for em-

h of the industrig]
army. But not for long.  Enthusi :
self, and, gradually but surely, the
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CHAPTER XI. :
\ SOCIALIST CONGREGATION.
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His eyes and Hilda's soon met. She
plushed and looked away again, but he could read in her
face—what he had scarcely doubted—that, whatever
she had done, che loved him still ; and she could see that
she was forgiven.
Since their parting he had seen many beautiful
women, bub, as he oazed eagerly now, with beating pulse,
on her fine pure profile, the exquisite colouring of cheek,
¢hin and throat, the pbright masses of her hair, he realised
afvesh that his bheloved was a beautiful woman, even
among beautiful women. Others he knew in other coun-
fries were clad in dainty ZOWDS; Hilda had no such
advantages. Her dress differed little from hundreds
of sad coloured garments, aginst. which the smart gowns
of a few privileged ones i the front pews stood out
like a handful of flowers in a dingy room. The serge
line ended abruptly half a dozen rows from the front,
and beyond were delicate muslins and silks. One woman,
handsome, fair haired, and sp}endidlv built, the wife of
the President, wore 2 pale blue diaphanous material,
draped with exquisite filmy lace. On her bosom sparkied
fine jewels, and her hat, covered with flowers, was un-
mistakably foreign in its daring combination of culours
and elaboration of shape. Ransome, On his previous
visit, had met this lady, an-l admied her beauty and
queenly insolence, which she took no pains Lo hide from
those about her. At all gatherings her gowns and jewels
were a cause of envy and interest to her acquaintances,
" and if at times her more cautious husband urged that
such extravagance must rouse an angrv feeling among the
tmiled contemptuously and said, “Let them
be angry. If they rebel let them feel the whip.” Her
little daughter near her glanced curiously and con-
temptuously now and again at rows and rows of children
from one of the State NUrseries, and they returned
the gaze with wondering, admiring interest. The _da,inty
little creature, with golden curls, and white lace-trimmed
them as far removed as the angels of

arments, was to 3 th )
which the minister gpoke. To them the principal interest
the

in  their regular church  attendamce was
view it gave them of those pews where sat those
wonderful beings, in marvellous stuffs and colours.
All through the service Ransome waited impatiently

people, she
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i i I
for their meeting,  and
from the text, “Servants obey your ma
whereih the (‘ler'__gyman n:c{:.a‘\l'c-r'i virtue of ghe
with a fervour that made St Paul geem cold.

On Ieaviug th ‘

€ cathedral Rans waited, being |
aware that Mark haq uld let him knaw |

sCarcely

heard the

stepg, "
dienge

the

seen him and we
whether he might join hig party.
Presently Mark approached = and
“You had better not speak to i
“You never know who is watching ugs,
mention it to Wilkes. But he hasg
for the day; and if
eight, to-night Hildg,
talk ahout plans.” j
"It s a long time to wait,” said Ransome - “but T sup-¥
POSe you know what is wisest. By the, way, who jg¥
that man wat 80 keenly? Somehow, T scem g
know his face. ; '
“Where !

“There, speaking o th
left. remember now.
turing last, night, and

rk stareq with,
strolled Past them,
widdle-aged, anxious woman, ‘T
face, t00,” he said. “Can I kno

& appeared to reco
glad he was n

drew him aside,
da ‘now,” he said,
and someong might
sone out of Melbourpe
JOU come to St. Kilda at half-past |
and I will be at home, and we cand

ching ug

yards to our ¢
who wag lec-
from the police.”

at the man
conversation
seem to reme
w him, T w,
gnise you,
ot arrested.”

He is our friend
who escaped
knitted brows whao
in earnest with a8
mber hig
onder?”
At any rate. T

am
“So am 1. By Jove, I do know him oy | He was
at, the Univemity when T Argt went. A very clever
fellow. Got ingg trouble for expressi ini
freely, and w

Bg opinions tog
a3 sent to work in the mines ip some Gad-
forsaken spot. T must speak to him
" warned Ransome.
man to get mixed up with,”

“T will look after myself. Excuse me
ose him, Thjg evening at 8.30.”
Mark hurrieq

“He ig not a safe

Now,cor T shall

away, and for
watched him fo

) 2 little while Ransome
Howing the stranger, whe ha
from the Woman, and was w

; d parteq
alking off at a sm i
along Flinders-streot,

art pace
t to himself among the dispersing congregats
Ransome felt, lonely and depressed, with 5 Ionggwe;z;'
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erial of their little

the same roll of garments had
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coarse cloth. een al] cu

citizens (
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e knew somet] mmonywealth, T, 1650 were fyg
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Of Mary, Ranzome knew little, or he would have seen
that she had preserved her individuality, her spirit
and her charmi, only by philosophic acceptance of her
environment, and accommodation to it, which he might
call unscru].)ulnm These three were the only Aus-
tralians with whom Ransome was acquainted. except a
few of the bureaucrats to whom he had brought intro-
ductions from England, bub with the latter he soon
found he had no sympathies.

common tastes OT
After walking for an hour on the pro-

and musing

menade Ransore went back to the city in search of
] afterwards to while away the heavy

2 meal, intending
hours with a boo perhaps a sleep in his room.

Meanwhile Mark kept his man in sight, and followed
ab a distance. He remembered New that his name Wwas
Donovan, and he recalled legends of the contemptuous
disregard for authority which had finally brought
punishment upon him, and earned even then Marlk's
secret admiration, now confirmed and strengthened by
his knowledge of the previous night's affair.

When they reached an unfrequented street Donovan
glackened his pace, and, with a heart beating rather

fast, Mark ranged up alongside.
Donovan regarded him suspiciously.
following me,” he said. “What do you want?”
“To speak to you,” answered Meredith. “T wanted to
tell you that T admire what you did last night, and
that T am glad that you are not o

caught.

“That sounds well,” eaid the other,
friend has told of me. I thought I knew
somehow yours seems

familiar too.
“You might rememper me. My name is Meredith.
1 know yours is Donovamn.

I can remember you getting

sent down from the University, just after T went there.”

Donovan stopped for a moment and stared hard _ at
Mark, trying to read his chara

cter in his face.
“Meredith I he exclaimed ; “that explains it;. b o
remember you now. You look an honest,

straightior-
ward chap,- but’ there are several things

1 desire to
Jnow. and you must walk with me until T learn them.”
ed to say must to

“you have been

“hut, I see your
his face, and

me,” answered

“There 1s no ne
Mark, a little defiantly. You can 52€ 1 wanted to
e ——
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ighted to meet such a recruit, and

talk to you, or \

yO.B want. to J-(ur:ﬁlw?hmlhl ot have followeq e :

”EX(;HO\JHN_ g]'fl-llced e : : ‘V]]a,t_ i tionary, he \\-"AS_H(‘[ ,

SXCUSe my manner, byt COMpanion, smiline hoped great things of him.

with Wilkes. ' Everve Wt I know voy e lmg approya) After half an hour's talk Mark had completely
I find that btraﬁi?l‘]e knows he js ¢ |jl:f'_\la11d m glogl. ained his confidence, and, without divulging any de-
night immediately 8€r Who ' saw me ‘__ﬁ»',,'”.J'.y your sisgey fails, he maae the boy s spirit thrill within him by telling
You and he Wl-n}~ t?”‘“_” to you, £ ”j the policg la,st"i him that there was a seeret anti-Socialistic body to
wards you dog mﬁlit.r together, ang ‘w..t‘]]@ officials which he belonge Donovan had risked a good deal 1n
not, that I (Tc?n‘[ }Kbtel"“‘ You can up Mediately affeg going to the cathedral, but had been obliged to do 1t
where T am? atha Jogg sight U:“ stand, ean you in order to give Lo a woman whom he met there news

“That's all rig i : » you untal T lmog for her son, who was wanted by the police. So, indeed,
half what vou'z;.?. -})ml Yyou've got to iy 1 was Donovan himself. Months before he had escapec
have no yea] 1~ea;;jdld 13 quite :p,”‘_;,.taf“_‘:‘"‘I(fl"l'_-“-l'ﬂ-lld tha( from the mines where he had been working, and had
G_(Wernment a-nd‘ [11. to suspect ‘me "Lit‘rl‘(‘[“'”i that you | since lain more or less closely hidden in Melbourne.
;I,Ut going to Jet, {t;‘_'})merah as much 1“ [ hate the! After his rash adventure of last night, he was going

‘ilkes mary 0 as you do, - I'nil R
afélt;dc;]o hear that _‘.f‘nl\lbzlllll;d;l}i Iy sister. 1( rsv.c']:i% {im; 3 9 }EBEC]) U‘l! ‘hlghlt.:[ dg‘au.lln vou do it?’ asked Mark
me after you IJ‘:‘C'MQS:“‘LI the ]J(}IIL‘I' last 5 Iau. i, Y OOT Sy 5 7 ¥ §

e o o eagtelli{e satience. | When you  bsgat to follow me I
- - such guestions to

Know a man
eyver answer
“Now ,I think I may

lik :
ike that. T thought perh
little thought I should

clation op a
. ulon or someth aps you belonge
L g and that  yoy mi "SILS fo aul (HE
o 1 el = _ b
ght help me to f you,” replied Donovan, smiling. 1
i do so pretty safely, for we want keen recruits. I 'na.v_e
] some time, until

there
was an : b ) A ‘ .
; association # been taking you away from our crib for
1 knew you better. But let us turn t
and we will be there in half an hour.

“Did an
; yone te]]
d&"lfiig D‘-’}lDVElll. sharp])?mn

B ) ;
B ,w,ant 3:11[); know there i his corner here,
R 10 B Al e unmours of i,

"VVellp y&f‘ \V]irolwm 10 e 06 s
.‘ 6 1ol e O ke one

and I am very glad (\Iv e ROIe  vary intorzu;-" i :
Say me last night ! ¢ have met, Who !:9 fi]-éllg' thing o8
Lo great friend of min =
5 A t%marry my sister o

1 English ! :

5 g man,?
Wlllkes § gy broélher Yes, you said vou w, : i 8
Wlis 5 prevent 1o in law.  Ta) me hollldnt have S8
on’t quite kn-ow but i . e

yoB can advise me,” 0 16 has 2B done. p

onovan a; iy
dl'awing OJllt‘lrld Mark walked on to i

2 1t the V()llncrer‘ WhO fel gEther' the

CHAPTER XIL

THE CONSPIRATORS’ DEN.
oot with a latchkey, bolting 1t
self in @

following, found him
It was a

i i g therll
ind if there isn't I t;’ff];;:.f

Donovan opened the d
behind him, and Mark, |
long passage, with bedrooms on either side. -
big house of four stories, contalning & great number :)}d
gmall rooms, in two OF three of which the doors sto
ajar, showing weary men stretched upon their beds,

reads 1 r asleep.
roating S g called one of the men, look-

“Is that you, Donovan !
ing up from a hoolk.

“Neg L e answered. ‘Come
want to introduce you to a friend.

An - Bgli
nglishman. who 1s

e into the back room. 1

older man
ked at a door which

and instinet li b ‘ C
BiagL alike that he COHVHI_Ced b
ful nlcigtlstlgom tf"“{-_ Donnvsai?k:n f}?i a friend, Znaeii?‘: AR S e et

ommit himself, “wag trelnznl?rt though cape. : a,ss;;nlgt gnwE ;vhpich was presently opened by a keen
Hosi: Zmascgl’earizz’le bearded man some fitty years of age. The
ey pbut wide passage lined with cup-

by MHJ]{S 31nceri Pre;
n y 1
i l‘lt), b}r hig qul‘(.k intelli ¥ lln‘ 8sed
1 beyond.

of a-ﬁairs a -
+ and his enthusias
e door led into a short

boards, and the passage opened into a 100

e e re‘\fol.u




66

MARK ]i];‘i(_F-.J'lr"!‘l’

A TALE OF SOCIALISM. 67

Allowin
: g the tw
10usly at My 0 %0 enter, thy ¢
ark, : 5 e third
at i K, and th 2Ty 1'd ma .
bgfgrf.,ﬂ}?:; with a bo-o.]?na;‘:; :I(Ja \gain wr;tﬁ]cﬁ;ced our. He went on to tell of Mark's quarrel with Wilkes
85 gl i % Hneh of hrea ang wozds and the probability that it would lead him into serious
said Dﬁ; right, Cooper—_this - _ Tieag trouble, whereupon thel others changed their tone of dis-
i 10Van, S 18 a friend, My M ; trust for one of cordiality.
me of ug?”’ asked t] T “You must pardon my coldness, Meredith,” said B
“Yes X ¢ askeg e b 1 You st pardor S8, 3re , Sal UInS,
The“~ Or at least he ig o'oj”“‘u-l' “hut you cam see it looks dangerous to let strangers in
L lle_ Was anothep kno.:],— ng to he, here, especially when you know nothing about them but
N » Which Cr)oper had .j & and as Dotigvan things like s T had heard of you. And Donovan has
‘IUUSI_y e t: ocked b al. went to th ool vash by ne 1 S 1
il Ut the room ehind him, Map e shown himself rash by getting into a mess last night.
light, W&cli}s’ and win-dowl{.s ltl_was large '”I‘i‘ 1311 t looked But you look straight, and I believe you are.”
s and o S8R, 10} o are W’l WY . R ey 3
lad‘ge ﬁrep-la;l} bhi back wall OIJ;c‘lijiC\t'Ll :}—’U\‘i‘ from ; Sktyh B B0 o that, S
. . . 4 1€ pass 3 A QST th 1
> passage was g Mark assured them that he understood, and his good

od, the atmosphere of the gathering

3q1_mre pine table
Mark learned that the inhabi-

hairs weyg o Umv*l‘ Wwooden bepch faith being accept
Y !

and g f
€W wooden ¢
turniture, immediately changed.

The new

comer wi
older th T whom Do

an M novay : o ;
Scarred handg I\Jfa.rk_ Alth(mgj: ?(_Inntted was but ligt] tants of the temement were all men animated by a
strong darjk Siowed him tq pe Us clothes ang I.Ouuhe ' common btrust in one another and common hatred of
ace w & manua] ]a ; oy the Government. This was their private meeting-room.

‘ i d Rightssierye
! and even to them the door was

h1
A used by a select few,

an e
> and one instinctivel (
Y swer to a special knock. Sev-

him 4 g g
2 angerong assion ;
His n man with wj which woulq never opened except in an v
in the eljlo:leé Mark learneq w:lthO quarre], T2k eral men fed there upon scanty fare, keeping their credit
-1 ] - - - 1
Mﬁlbournbe. oom of the meat free;:usx and he workeq for other things than food.
What s pp M ‘ S Works near poyt “What things?’ asked Marlk.
fﬁovan.. “Have .we- :redltj.l doing heres” it _ Donovan smiled. “For books and newspapers—and
% ark flushed under 2ything in common © asked of S various articles, which you shall see in good time. We
EW acquaintance ¢ the cald, et 1 With him 3~ manage to get our credit changed to coin, and do a little
m gilence, » While Cooper went U,a]; SIrvey of higg smuggling from the ships.” ;
plexff you hate the Governm Ith his mea] S8 “And where do you keep these hooks, and other
000}1’);;1 If)mﬁmon with you enht, 48 much ag 1 4o, 1 ] things?” asked Mark. “«Are vou not afraid of the place
ner o)l ed n 5 'y e answer, 'y have 1 1 e . g h dq,? .
answe 2 N O ) ATSWerad hot, ‘ being searched !
> red a little sneering eflquulng glance ind 5 Donovan looked enquiringly at the other two, who
il » Burns 8 both nodded assent. “We do mnot exactly leave them

“Look here.”

am srurpq-ised to find
to the empty fireplace and

to mary : the m:
Y Mr. Wilkes T8/ man whose gjg lying about,” he said.

B8R i v
1* going With . that he stepped

especially whe n enem
hlmse n I underst, y of the bur
van, Ilft.ﬁ?njzhe b-ure.el,ucra.ti?rL (drnile 18 - Vet ;;lni?uorac 4 ‘ pressed a spot on the large flag-stone before the hearth.
tion.” Yyour friend's prese Versity. Frank] UJI;:a,bJG With a thrill of excitement Mark saw the stone turn
2 Mark e Loty “"awn-ts};x Brio- 1 slowly and silently upon a pivot, showing, beneath the
k> him, “Cerbaafs about to retort h Blana- side of it which rose, steps leading down into the dark-
- tion.* «ln.ly it dOea; and ’0“ en Dnnowm st : ness.
you shall haye the ¢ “Pped Donovan put his foot upon the ladder and called to
Rana- ] Mark, “Come down with me, and you will see our library

and magazine.”
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“And my downy nest,”

added Cooper with a grin,
Y el your

nest. It seemsg
you will have to share it

with Meredith
" %
more of us before long,

CHAPTER XIIT.
DISCOVERED BY WILKES,

At half-past eight precisely R
Merediths’ rooms,

for the answer
of Hilda herself
were alone, and fo
arms suﬁ’ering ha
caring for nothin
was with her lov
the other

ansome was  af. pHe
and waited with an

to his knock. Tt came
A glance showed R
T a while Hilda w
PPy suffocation,
g but the overw
er again at last,
man forgotten and for

in the shape

as wrapped in hig
unable to speak, and
helming fact that she
her weal promise to
given.

» gazing at her fondly.
“You are ‘more beautiful than ever, darling; byt you
That has got to cha

nge when we are in

» L am afraid T am
§ never happier in my life, and don't,
Wit to. be, Ol T have missed you, Gerald.”
“And so you filleq in the time by getting engaged
to somebody elge.” : !
“You could not joke about it
able T have been

He caught her to hjm again, disregarding her pre-
‘tence of resistance. “T o know.” he Said, “T have suf-
fered too. Mark has told me. We are going o forget
all about the Past and think only of the future,” °

She pressed his hand
away, and looking at him
gan, “Tt was your forgiy
felt sure that you would
you knew.”

“Of cowrse T did—even when, I didn't know.
not believe you had

i : i “I conld
deceived me, orget it al] i
bad dream. 2 S

if you knew how migep.

gratefully, thep drew hergelf
with flushed cheeks, ghq be-
eness. that T

_ Wanted, ang T
Pity me and understayn g when

to me not unlikely |
and two or three

Xlous impatience &

ansome that they
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: ‘ i to con-
: ’ - v, “more crimes
ing else. Bl cried gaily, “m . on m
“Good heavens, he 1, with your head
fion fess them, my angei, in advance.”
B Coniess Ley are all forgiven in here where I
shoulder, and L-‘t%(l “I will confess them
No," she replied,

: ur
. = ~ res lf I am yO
face, and read in your eye
ur face, @

can see you e with the book
angel still.” sway; 1 shall stand here wi

“Well, read away ; : t: < z

: o n until you are Cnment-ble and lowering her
wide Qpl.ll ks ;‘{1]0(‘]'.‘: on the ta

Tapping net 2

yos to his:
eves | woment, Hilda raised therl‘ll b()lldly

el ? N.I.';:" “you know I have got a pass to see
"Well, =he sald, ) t t

th shl g 1 -\\i 8 o (8] }Ou t-hlnl\.
g 58] il, from Mr. Nillkes. H W
1 Sald, 3 d <

2 wonder-
got 1t ! i Sll}_)pose-‘: answered Eansome
“Aske or I ! . . ou? =ihd
i Ai‘“}ﬂ__‘” didn’t steal, Tb dld, ytolcu it,” she cried.
L Heaven I could have s hin Hig et g
BT \yx{;l\]l?i r,uLt of him by telling
“1 cajoled out

making love to hll;{'l,
Ransome langhed,
it, Hilda® e
“Don’t laugh a ;

ipping his

5 id soothingly, slipping
ful. . LT e e sald LUO?;hlE% }begc*al' Wilkes

“Of course _1 waist. “but what a “CI ]1aveb to do all
arm rnx}md E?i’ﬁ'f Emake 1ovef Eo- me. s
was. 01T - myself. & ighed.
the 10\.w3v111a]<111gt ffalke lyt seriously ! -ts\l::‘:s Stlf me; how

“Will you ‘:,10“;}13-t- o atnl Ordf‘?:'l] }itene d to tell you,
you only kne ed T felt, and how ing to be brave.”
utterly ashar? jeer when 1 B tl‘ylig‘ he said tenderly.
you could not ] I am not Jeerng, except what T
: "S\\'ecf-gea.ré“\,mt to know an)fﬂg.’:lg'or said. you did
“But I don ever you di ]

" rhat ik {11 Wilkes for
know a'lread“"_.tl:-:]:e; T should like :of}:ced you into
it for both our = nd the country that ith you. I love
e ha.tet_h;m %ut, T am not angry With j
such G o 2 : itude and
you better tha‘nt evﬁliwr.n full of passlon&t%ira}tl;t; e

- i (8] ]

Hllda' Cém}];%;r confession WELS OV:(:'- ihe details of the
Telis t\ha'f 1 lack of curiosity as f which the very
such mercifu scene with Wilkes, ©
humiliating

1 o
“How on ecarth did you manag

& y ead-
she entreated. ‘It was dr

I ——
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thought made the blood burn in heyp
I could love you more,” s}
eing so gener

cheeks, “And |
1€ whispered, T would, for,

ous and kind
“Love me 4 foolishly s you
smiling, “and dop’t, give vour for then T shall
never know how foolish yoy are.  But we nust g}
about our plans, dea:. The olq lri;u:kp{al‘(i has Siven
you the pass?”

1o o e permit
ery of surprise ang fe

wall,”?

he answereg]
reasons,

to go on board ang to—— "8

ar broke from Hilda, her sentence
unfinished, ang turning sharply roung. Ransome g
Wilkes, with an evil look

on his face,
threshold.

TSRS G intrude,” d, grinning sourly,
and, entering, he closeq the door behing him,

Hilda, clung ¢ Ransome, anq with one arm, round her:
waist he faceq Wilkes. “How long have you been here
eavesdropping 1 he asked sternly.

standing at bhe'!l_

ackguard,

have plans, whicl T shall be obliged
By why call it cavesdropping? The'
U0 was not shyg

Game to see my Intended, and §
on entering I fing this. Woulq you mind releasi
another! Ty jq really very painful to me

He lookeq them up a3q down

with an ugly
and Ransome, leaving Ii1qa

Sneer,’

a's side, stepped Hn‘em‘en-;_
mgly up 4o Wilkes, whq Stood his groypg without!
flinching, whereupon Ransome dropp
hand,

ed his clenched
“Be carefy] what yoy say, or dg,”
Will be the worse for you.”

: J; really think i3 18 frop
that care ig demanded. t was most
; : unlocked
“Quite right,” gaiq Ransome, “and I am ob
d

he said, “or it

M you
negligent of You to ¥

liged for

& door, and myu the key ; 1
sy PUt the key in phig
Wi]ke_s raised his eyehroysg With a sarcastic Smile, «
am afraid you gpe rather Jate,

H

reply, ang

% me, let yg understang
another. Nigg Meredith g my Promised wife L[:;::
Right she obtaineq from 1
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: ood-bye to

are sailing, 1n Urdel. ?i':&idgand et

by which yo;l:dc»:cubcd AR fl'oit.Jher blils gPeritg

ou, whom she d come in here to \1; tender to you as

Emken lover. ‘l-;.-p;-t as loving and ﬁust tender scene

and find her ‘l-:i‘t) night. We had a 1 “Sobs, protesta-
she was to me w.:.l.“: '1;1:{1‘5}1“‘1 hoarsely.

3 c o= n
.

YOI, ! ;

: £ s, kisses

0118 Bl’ld( L IILC KR 1588 I wa eve 80 affec etl X

o b
: ; by the shoulder.
my life. yped him savagely by tilwn your throat
Ransome gripp our teeth knocked do
't want yo
ou don't .f\ al i : imself free.
)tfle careful. and shook him

\:\ 1 H & { g feet
prang 0 hig
ilkes spran : :
Hls Sﬂe&ll‘]‘. 1o manner was a,ll golle;
=}

o e rage.
Suppzesm,d rag

and he spoke with

—vyou foreign
yu address me so—you—y
yo

his
ugh of thi
“How dare i “I have had iﬁ{_‘)nf;rrow or it

R SIJhﬁtel . ave Melbourne ith power
PURTY e. You shall leav of a man wi
nonsense. =

word . But
ou.,1 (‘lm t';;e me back Bhat-tp:"::;celleli-
Hilda, have 1 3 £
t trouble. I 3]12'111 elll and I will talk
no, you need no precious farew: up his hat from
REe oan) contanie 3’9‘;; He snatched up
in the morning. ansome.
" youbil‘l and turned on R‘ms‘;t once,
the\Tta-. thr unlock that door
“Now, sir,

(8]

will go hard with y
to make it good.

and allow me tl?

23

“T shall do nothing of the and you will
coolly. 1 have to call for 112?11)_—& high official
“Them 1 shéi-lt in gaol for assau B e
d the nigh 7 olver out of I
j?etljm Commouwcﬁla,tiume drew ~ah1;ea?§ 1\ee"rlf you .Fa'llje
For amswert, it at Wilkes's 1t you, B_
pockath aiid JoWles i e he o
your voice t‘c“.tudown in, that corne
said, “Now &l

He
-u . 4 Dtent. ]_‘ﬂ..ge- ¥
what is to be‘:jf]ft his rival wltliolilfy out, but Raﬁ

e e gy nhoilt ng his finger on the
moved his lips his arm and placing (s
some, St‘ﬁent;g him solemnly. I may suffer for it; bu
b N yisk it. 1f I shoot Bl T will aco yOmE e

¢ Don’t risk if. country, to go away an
I know: you Mdoryn.o%l;zfﬂre I allow ﬁ‘;uhazesg}'w' Move
dead in t;-h:,ier?voman I love and W
rob me ©

LA
nsome
S rered Ra
kll]d-s et
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A

“He left us after

e answered. - '3

back, you scoundrel: do you  hear? A Way from fheg T do mnot FH\I-“\I\;\- ”:f seen him ;“1“:2“]1“ that Mark
door.'_ ; ; church, aud,: ,.k;i.‘nm-or,l then the ‘lell }t.‘hn"i he had not

Gritting his teeth together, he roughly thrugg the Ramsome reme and devoutly hoped
muzzle of the pistol against Wilkes's hreast. pushing hip, had gone to sC o 5 caid cheerfully ;
to a chair in the furthest corner of the room. There rashly got 1Dto '\‘|:1 return soon,” he l-.hcl]?-”
Wilkes sat trembling with vicious wrath, but with an “T expect Lo, X ”\\'v badly want 1]“1 gEig
effort keeping confrol upon himself ; for he saw that iand I hope "”_ {step ;.‘luulvd ol {l“rk. was already
Ransome was in desperate earnest: and. though worsteq Just then a \ i R A .lna.ll to his sister,
for the moment, he knew that he need only wait tg “Why therc I:i.,-'{im handle. He called ©
win the game.

at the door tryt her the key.
Still keeping an °ye ou his enemy, Ransome called

“and lock the door

‘ it hnsome mickly.” he said, .
to Hilda, who stood by, white with fear. ang yet full of et him 11 G ; aninge back in his
exulting trust in the man she loved, “Hild, dear, we | again ab c.mc'l‘-w while  Wilkes, .lfan;m(:i Mark stared
must  decide quickly. What are we to do with this Hilda obey -‘h‘,\-ith a sneering smile, i of

areature! If T let him E0 we are done for. Bub how A

ly assorted occupants
to deal with him T don’t quite know ”

chair; looked on ith s
in astonishment at S

» and Wilkes, the room.
who had regained his composure, smiled complacently, T
T am quite at your disposal,” he said. “Buyt, unlesz My,

Ransome murders me-—which would be nois

'y as well ag'¥
brutal-1 really do not see how you can escape, without !

Hy permission. I think we had better make terms.”
“What terms do you suggest?’ enquired Ransome,
Wilkes stroked his chin reflectively. “Well, in conl§ _

sideration of your matural disappointment, T am pre- 8

pared to be generous. T shall allow You to sail tou-§

morrow, without having you arresteq for your unpro-
voked murderouy assault upon me, "
“And Miss Meredith "
“Miss Meredith wi] remain
think I may forgive her,”
Ransome " treated thiq

CHAPTER Xl
DISCOMFITURE. e :
come, Mark, said Ran

ackle- here.” :
tc? :;‘ the pistol m Ran

WILKES S
“T am glad you }ia-:fd o
ot an awkarc
i gl ‘1111 rll Yo from the look of
Mark glan{ctc :-[ iflarrinin =c; rom ¢
e id. “But what doeg. mexpectedly, and,
M Wilkes to the housg ey allow her to
“Mr. Wilkes came 'istel S o e fo
.- i o E 'nl‘l' g &) Y : l ‘ )ass o : -
e ““Hl }morro-w, She has t‘lnfm}' A
go to the ship t;; o inti o
se it
and must us

behind, anq in time I

Proposal with contemptuous

e alone Mere-
silence. Speaking to Hilda as if Wil

= BT ter leaw % =
; 5 €8 Were not' pre- W}}lfes't is a problem you }1a§11210§n your head, Pl
Mun, he said: “Of Gl terms with him gpe out of S i i u( don’t want troub ietly
the question. Even if he agreed to Jef, us go he would d.‘:ﬂ_h- ii 0 5 tinued Ransome quietly.
break his word, and I expect T should fing myself in \&}rufcs' notice of him, foll‘-_t but to tie and %‘i‘g
gaol to-morrow, though I agreed to the monstroys sug- Take nou ore a8 nothing fm‘ 1 ‘untﬂ after the ship
gestion of lea.ving you behind I thmk‘, ; him shut up here e
“Really, really,” protested Wilkes witl, 5 depr'ecat\ing hl'nl‘.:]_t-]ﬂ-\nln . insolence,” cried Wi 1183
gesture, “you do me ap injustice, sal}S- God. T won't stand this lr;wok him by the colla
‘I am afraid I shall have to qq something Worse "’ 1 BY, Ot‘o his feet. Ransome s
said Ransome grimly. Then to Hildg - “Do yoy e Springing

k im backwards.
where Mark is! When do You expect him bagk o s S
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“Sit down you scoundrel,” he hisse
you attempt outcry or escape, I w
wont give you the satisfaction of I
had brought people on our tracks 3
like a dog with that poker there ™

Wilkes knew himself
some's six feet of
back in the chair,
rage, but silent.
“What do you say, Mark?”
you think of anything else to d

‘I don't know that T can,’
course he will
ship sails ;
for here.”
“And what will ha
we do get away?”

“What a seifish
that,”
safe.”
Wilkes grinned
who answered his

on't;
know

al”

" he sai
be missed Very soon,
and there is danger that he

Ppen to Mark whe
asked Hilda anxio
beast I am!
answered Ransome,

usly.,

and looked trium

10 & unspoken threat,
Grin  when You have me in

Wilkes,” he said “Perhaps that wo
T.hen to Ransome: “We must i
will look after myself somehow,
must get, cleay,”

“But we can't sa

your
nt be

u crifice you for 1, T,
way ¥’ agked Ransome, knitting his brows

“T don't know of any—but there ig
can take our time to think.”’
“Yes, sit down, and, by the wa

1 can get, something quieter here;
should be foolish

Rangome hande

1o

: I case
enough to give any troyp]
d_ the pistol to Maredith,

ively twisted it in §

 to the door.”

Mark had heard the footstep before

asked Ransome,

ake our chance.
and at any rate you

d angrily,

shoot you. I

WIng your death
I shall brain you

physically no match for Ran.
young muscle and brawn,
quivering and almost choki

“Can

d J'e-ﬂecr.i\'cl.y. “Of
Long before the
might be looked

1. wWe are gone, if

I never thought of
“Your life would not be

phantly at Mérl:(:

clutches, Mr.
yet awhile.”
I

8 there no other
in thought.

hurry, ‘We

v, take the revolver.

Mr. Wilkes
a.”’

and taking
18 fingers,

. Raii
snatching the key from iilda, quietly turnedoggminaff'-
ock, signing to ‘the others to keep silenge, som:

H]'j V

and gat
ng with
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nt of Wilkes with the poker 1111 d;t
.T\‘la‘rk slipped out on to the. and-
; d voices in a few minutes
to catch the
the

o his stand in frz
eatening grip, anc

fl}ll;w\?\’here o Ouwr\iiﬁi?\:f being able s
i loquy, without : - i

whlspﬂr’ﬂ{}h;‘ilt%a door npened. and Mark return

worf:‘accompanivd by Mary Jackson

I.‘G{_'I:il'lda. clasped her in her arms.

oulcomﬂ in here?’ she cried.

“Oh, Mary, why do
“How could Mark let

you do it f Mr. Wilkes?" said Malrg. Ct‘"‘z‘gffe‘;]gl.
“Beecanse O MI. 2 < qst NOW, 1 cou not 2 i
iy dear, o 1 tt]q-d 1?1\11;:\1:13]‘:{111‘ for helping bo makc i
L]

in his black boo
give you that p
sheep as a lamb;
the sheep. Pretty

well be hamgcd1 f%r a
Ip in killing
] ay be able t‘c!n help :
qngrelatlﬁic isn't he! she fo-ntcl?i:(llé
s ; e
; Wilkes up and down w1U1 d:n ni:; :i g
100}(11:% H : m&ﬂint-ained a sullen Sllg?fﬁ‘e(}g = 11?5 S
' i e his gaolers, humilia it least
o blo) anct)rl:lgnliczft ;f 1;»ulking their plans, or 4
tion, but c e

5 ary vengeance.
i summary Ve :
i racting e for a little space

ass. 1 might as

till Mark exclaimed

1 Nhat an
| N'rO d?lrne ﬁl]{:%{;}(l Jove, Ransome! I have it. Wha
:};fl;awzs; not to think of 1t before. v

LR 11 out of this mess. It is risky,

“A plan to get us a

i gh.
but I believe we can carry it throug

were turned on Mark

including Wilkes's, were S00RR %) 0t
All eyes, m't‘\Vﬂkes- must not hem-Whae our ear.’
enqun'mgly- “Come close and give me ¥

” he said.
td’]lf‘l}l(:u\’ruu:]g men withdrew min l
tant from their captive, keep fg‘ o Sherp

B hile, and talked together 1o T O e i
o ‘? : :u;s which the others cou.b econrit,
3 10‘“’ Iij‘llda all the time with 1\:a,t i%t. i v
e lall the more effectually tha
n Toati
gﬂ;rMirk St b? Ov'egl}e‘zegrgaid Ransome, at 1§ng‘;h‘.
“ ds feasible, : ! S
YThaif&\?gl SS;:?;IE a fortunate day;bub 1t W
” ou £
hours yet. ¥
sm‘r‘l;To SuM&ik answered, not
after, In the meantime we may
: i i
et uite so, May we smoke; Hilda!

dis-
he corner furthest 1
thea sharp eye oOn him

5

: ‘clock or
t ele\ren 00103 i
- ﬂaa well take things

B 7
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.

Hilda gave her permission. Mary asked for a clzarety
berself, and Ransome offered & cigar to the enemy,
“You have got an

unpleasant. time before you, My
Willces,” he said. “But not #ill midnight, or thag
abouts. In the meantime

, make yourself comfortahle !
Wilkes took the proffered cigar 1u the most friendly
way . possible.  “An unpleasant time about midnight
eh?” he said gemally, “May I know the nature of il
“Not: until it comes,” answered Mark.
“No violence, T hope ¥
“Not unless you force it upon us.” =
NGt ha laughed. « This is a fair tussle of Wits-wE
scarcely fair, after all, for you are four to one. Hol
ever, I bear no malice. And when I win, as I think
shall, then you will see how generous I can he.”, |
“Thanlk you; but I trust we shall not put you to thelf
test,” said Ransome, regarding Wilkes curiously. The
man's sudden change of demeanour, from scowling |
bitterness to geniality, puzzled him. Why did it comaf
immediately upon his learning that his captors had¥f
devised measures unpleasant to him, and which they
thought would secure their victory? The offer of a
cigar and the suspension of hostilities for an hour
‘two were an insufficient, explanation.
Ransome drew Hilda aside and whispered
i Wer e ATl ot once she clut
el

=

somethi 4
ched him by th 3

o ;u*m-.'

she faltered. ‘T remember now Oh, |

Gerald ! There is something important for him to
decide at the office. T heard hi

M say that he would §
return there straight from the country, and be in by
ten o'clock. HMow could I be such a fgo17”

Mark started up in surprise,

_ and -Wilkes threw his
Clgar away with a muttered curse.
“Dan't

worry, dear. It will be all vight,” said
Ransome, soothingly. “Do you think they wij] look for
him here, Mark?’
“Most, likely. The brute thinks s
what he iy grinning about,
time. What time is it?”
Ransome lookeqd “Close on ten uow,
I suppose we must visk it at, once.”’ :

“Yes; there are not many people ahout,
# pitch black night. Shall we gag him?”

0 himsgelf,

; That's
It's lucky we found

out in
at his-‘ watch.

v and 1t is
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i rs a \\'ol‘d."
1 choot hile deac.lﬂli he but“t.fldermem‘ and
i 1 s d}'—‘r--uud in terrified "El foolke' b Feiniab
The gu‘l_s 1?“:--:.\1{&? to Wilkes, Mﬂl({g;ﬂ_n before she
while Ranwﬁ\:‘d%l He might see her ._d.::\rpl-e tears in
farewell of 1"7"-‘1"‘71 not tell. There 17‘[‘11011011 s
B o s hos ol TR iham{lud at. most
) reg, also, a3 i sarted 2
Mary & e}(%‘ |I'|.\1 that thk‘}" would be 1.iﬂht thC)‘ had
poldly assured b nd that if all went 1Ig
a5 44} A wat s —
for a dd} U. o Wilkes. ¢ 3 monition
ﬂothing. i cor .J'!\u\“‘.\’.‘-l'é‘, addressing a stell'l‘ﬂ(t{h@ house. -
To him Rn‘lffi" ;. we are going to 1‘?r{wmd mine on
Ir Vilkes, x E , gide 3
“Now, .M}‘ k\ Meredith’s arm on one Gllleqth my coat,
B e O have my revolver bex v;n make the
the other. ; L. i L.\n the trigger, and ﬁ‘ ‘)t by word or
with my fng 5 sive the slightest Slgnlaci you—you
resistance—give ¥ ‘here we led 3
least 1(\,1”\1‘ ,J- oo tnwillinghy \\'helﬁf* e phopant; B
.t :‘.hmi Don’t 1magine ?11 over we are. L
e doa(‘lr 11?(‘!!;111('@. of escape. \. 1iurst‘1f that you
ou have AN“‘W{ don’t even ﬂaitel {-11 AntaL should
o Sl{mt: auuﬁ-d for more likely tha :
R o dss
t safely away. Now, SO his hat, stooped £ he
= ne handed Wilkes he boat train on th
e i 1o to meet her .at t-] m in his, went
o o o talong. Willes a2 t Wilkes,
row, and them, taking v~ and glanced at 1
. Mary held ¥ ajar, ",-111 passicn.  Push
i d‘mi. 'c:h; were convulsed Wi S0 up his face a
whose features ver his eyes and. mu ® choy will b
his hat do\}'!l.l O.~1f '111\'011;, sees him now thej
it she said. R it o A :
b e walking with the df‘l ome. “Will you carTy
you are wairlis aoreed Ransome. o it T
S vonodl ideay s RETEEE other arm S
i k had Wilkess ¢ ‘s hat forward on
it out? I\{‘\ﬂ[] < {)u.llc d the prisoner’s :1 «After all,
£ i 5 lary . 2 sald.
in his, al\d_ldL “That will do, sheman ? ied. Vi
fus fol‘E}hf: iook more closely d‘[ lﬁ' AR
Sh 120 e nth v i
they mig oht.  Good luck go Wi l‘gom and down the
e {lc 'passed out of the d the girls, left alone,
The three ! t o word, and the girls, Py
L .+ without a morrow mlg
P t(?gmhd “and fear of what i after the sound
pellep e hop; was not ten minutes e AR
i 1. . i a
brmgl fﬂﬂ't'ﬂ]‘s footsteps had died away
f the men i : oor.
of ded on the sitting room clhe e :
g ipped Hilda by ire for Wilkes. BSay
Mary gr fp};fn Joux office to enqui
“Someone ir

whispered,
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he has just left and told you th

at he was going to {
office. I will keep out of sight.”

It was as Mary had guessed,

the door, she could almost hear Hilda’s
on the other side of it as she

spending half an hour with her

away to the “Gazette” office, where he
was due.

CHAPTER XV

A BOLD STROKE

Once outside the door,

meeting anyone, Meredith hurried Ra
prisoner by side

streets towards the beach that
close at hand, an

d there, hidden on
a pier, they remaine

d until eleven o'c
Then Mark led the w

to as
friends. Two miles from thei
that it would pe well to hl
with a dark searf of R
Wilkes was led by devi

lodging house,
All was dark
Meredith gave

ous ways to the conspirators’

within, but the private knock
Was soon answ

: ered by Donovan himself,
"What the d

; euce does this mean!” he asked. with
knitted brows, “Who have you there, and what do you
want !’ :

“Let us in quickly_“' said Meredith, ‘and T
explain.”

will
Stll blinking, but wide awake
be suspicious, Dongvan the party to the
pacsage, where, Eea.ving Ransome in 3
oner, Meredith drew Donovan  aside and y
plained matters  Donovan woke Bur
turbing the other sleepers, and present] » having w;
still b]indfoided in their midst,p the fotyu' m:?bwz::kfr?
the inner roon, whe-re'upno-n Donovan Opened the secret,
trap door and called to Cooper, who came fom the celyy
below to join their councils, bringing a sixth man yith

g T

and, standing behind

heart beafing
stood at the thresholg
and told the office messenger that Mr. Wilkes, ‘afith
had  just hurried
said that he:

which they gained without
nsome and his |
lay |
he sand bencath

lock had passed. |
ay towards the house in West
Melbourne, determined

k help of his new-found
r destination he suggested
indfold the Prisoner, and,
ansome’s tied across hig eyes

which &

9
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ise of move-
> had been awakened byl t-]:Le fr;gls Bikers

e The}Y L.md were at]i:eir astonishment

gt abO;)E'-f ‘t*'rf*"t indeed was s :

iAriie Rolaadst S X 2 ; ‘

i (1' Wilkes in thei }:ﬂ'natgreaded L

e i raste of words, the forpeion o
‘Vlthm‘tf“f.[-.-'. the moment, being 1]ear s

e : a isnhdi\'ision of the 1§e m&.r Mg s

locked \\'I}‘fw,,\ and where he could ik arse

b 11111)09;51 <lightest chance of 'bemtghc e

without the 1 fold the others wha Bk
e MJ‘HKW o approving his COIld%(‘(; T

of nemnm & g '. s ‘ :

e o : habited the vault \\1‘[{}1 his  usinthil

e and astonished to recomuiss his ASTEREEE

pleas@d 21-1‘11'; \nls“.he* had known A the\f[ark’s; promptness

oy, ik tf“ rag full of praise ford was the friend of

e 'L'u -“ rcl Mark learned that hle ol

L da-l'”lf%-\.(-:‘:‘n had sought Tl alt'tﬁfhia mother. As

e D“n{\il in communicating Wit g S

- wcmm-(-[ Conroy had met Dono gl | P

a consgequence, N,D 7q o X sa,_fe dahim en from

i R t which surely awaite St

the pumshm:zu .the S afterr_loor;,e o the brua

: .]f“am daiep B W\El%}a.:gfegor kick the
m@n‘ag{:u{ come when Conrgy ;ﬁd knocked him dﬂ‘;‘:nl;

B he lived, s

- e er

woman \&-lth‘ ‘\111:1}gc.nncileable‘. 5 hidh?; : don wc—)rk‘

‘e eate disaffection a‘m.on?}o‘ld stroke against

2 mmh;_ {::: \:rqs, delighted at Marl's e

men, an ) Wa g e

Wilkes. 1’ said Cooper. I. e
# is all very well, e
cemtin . ses one of the tyran Sosr o by

sl tcf \;\'as quite right to bri gncmr we have got

young fﬂenrth qfe o S i TR

what on earth ai
m* i ragely. .

5 i« throab,” said Burns, Sma“It.ywould give ms
St ks replied Donovan. i e
b Si?:slila p}ea?ure in life, but what g

present ! W e not strong
. o & : ns. “We are ! i

5 sious, said Bur s eichich
“T was DOttsii-:;liml wet. We sht:;t;.La el 2

enough forl I e o mﬁed, do. Keep

wrong peopie. til this steamer 'has g

him shvt u}l; und L e lindfolde

him out tied am

ordination
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and let him go so
. mewhere )
e here. He
. .
will lr;d '\:hd_i‘ about Meredith?” asked sor
A ]eq-f li(mpn:.oned for the rest of hig iwlf, ,Hm.mo' “He
"Nc[b-‘ f‘[ow;\_. who IH'OH{.{ht e = dlle; for Wilkes
Bulfnrnaerockl-l']g]] mu.St cast in his I‘-‘t \.ﬂ-‘l”
e 3.]“9‘ i 1ere 18 1o p_lm.'(‘ for him but the ce
e rong enough to make some mos e et
b b gpe B s
hesitat-etiun'ﬁd to the others, and for a mome
Srers hiamh ¢ ien he thought of Mary., T ”F]]t- Mark
“Wait ‘S(‘hcancll Il(‘.a\r(\ her ta the —\ve,",'r;(,,m'([m f(‘({,l‘”.? he
y > A *, geance of Wilkes?
I am quite \\ri‘lilli(n.w t:fhla-tia]‘]jmlg{mmm‘ would “111'11 l\l;w\(
some blow, but th:cre..jsmel here until we can ‘
]t;hls business of oetting
nows it. She wo =
wiigh would he
¢
‘Women sho i
iy should not interfere
fI'D ]
but tln't say that, Cooper. W
S ];5 1Si] awkward. The onl
er her :
bring hor here and hide ber if
uI 1
might,” a :
Hn: ﬂlignk'it gn:;}vere‘d Meycdlth. But all th
“What 1’ liS 1e only thing to do. There j S, 1
“Ty ké as fd several voices in chorus L G
and me gzpf:g]lkes h?’re, a prisoner, and
ing as he sawwe;a, gllj'mlllt imagine,” Mark went o
e don's Ima,gllf lt}_y sarcastic smiler on Bu‘fl« _ﬂllls_h_
¥ ety e for a moment. { by
e discomfort or the risk for hep ariiﬂt I am afraid
I BT my

_ ht the G

what is the o OTCCUER

ferret out y best'.,“.ra'}’? To let Wilke o0 L can. But
our hiding place ; 8 g0—perhaps to

hﬂr&-— or to .
perhaps to get something Oufi{%& }nhn:l shut up
m;  who

knows? At

crowd. and n?ﬁg’z]ga.te, we should frighten the ]

could go back to tl?;e Ofld our hitterest eHe;ﬁﬂfﬁmal
spreading the light, i world, to do ‘my i es. T

S ght, in find y little b g

until R g and ¢ est 1n
g 1ti3getf, too warm for m%. ’I’}]:nmura’gmg friends
’ : y that time we 1 N you can hide m(:

- open blow" nay be read i
Eﬁtion 0:;;;13 The tyrants. It may he ywitf}, trﬂse, some
T gh, we can kidnap ‘one e twadai_“mg .
0 Mmore: of

1 us,’ answered

: e strike
1 l'ad}_- who has helped in all
my sister away, and \Vi]]’(\"‘
sacrificed, though T should 1);\

in these thines”
se things,” growled
e want the women, too:

yllt-hmg is, Meredith, to
she. will come. Can vou

let the lady

11l XN 4
will never know whety
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é,nd disorganise the nachine, . For: eyary TEaEgi
| ieca of folly to let Wilkes out of

hem,
| it would bhe a P _
= thout thought, now that we have got him
to it

.t cellar Wi
iﬂ; in our cluteches. ‘What do you all say

Wark had begun diffidently, but warmed up as he went
on, AssUInNg unconsciously a voice of authority, and the
others were 1mpl essed by it, feeling that here perhaps
was the leader who would eventually give form and
dircetion to their efforts. e

o] believe it's a good idea, said Donovan, presently.

d the others. Cooper added

BT And 1, agres :
sp¢ Mr. Wilkes shares my crib, he must be

rimly, :
%nighgy civil, or Tll bump his ugly head on the stones
for him.’ Petael

a time,’ said

will have too good
1 keep him for a while and see
brilliant idea of yours,
And what are you going

“T don't think he
Donovan : ‘but we shal
what happens. That is 2
Meredith. We will act on 1t.
to do now?’

T ghall get home as quick as T
will go to his hotel. After my
shall come to see you all again. ‘

With wishes for good luck Mark and Ransome lett
the housze, -well piease-d with the termination of their
night's adventure.

“You are going to lead those fellc
said Ransome. Y ou've shown yourse

for it.”
Mark flushed with pleasure. ] wonder if I am,” he
B 0 ©1 feel as if I knew what ought to be done, and
might accomplish something if I have any luck”
SAt any rate, you've accomplished something to-
night, oldJ man, for which Hilda and I_wi]l be‘e-ternally
grateful. But you are going to do bigger things than
that. I think your country has a stormy time coming.
[ tiinlt s Athose miem medn business, and I feel we
shall soon be strong enough to make a move, though
T don’t know yet exactly what it will be.”
“Well, go steady for a time. What have you gct
down in the cellar where old Wilkes 18 stowed !
“A small printing press and some rifles and ammu-
it I wrish there were mors of them. There is
room enough there for a regular arsenal, and they are

can, and Mr. Ransome
sister is clear away L

yws  SO00I. Mark,”

1f the right stuft
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~ gradually digging i :
glnf.’ 1t out 1 e
tﬂ“fi’aenge Australian hist.olj.i:%'?fﬂi. That cell
“f yoiei:}s to me quite Ilikely.”
m go on undiscover e
f:fndmom recruits. .A; IJ\l‘{le:;iffﬂl_ a while unti]
% _your necks, and ﬂmré b you
yﬂl} will be th_l-a.yed » 18 const
wouldn't oiv :
betf‘ﬂyaél 32-*' gve much for
o
Possibly not r
Fvirg iy o Well v
and if it were » you are all playing \
take a hand ta not for Hilda I s.hm!ldvh!]"_‘; ? ,bl‘f gamo,
L3 4 . o e ‘ - H i ;
& Poor little Hilda,” said M v and
ppier about her now sa Fork.
you and she should oo

st
an;y vag:ldcz;l]]al us; but, after all
% ealiy ave a much better life el
ere not for Hild P

things are, it | a I should st
to help y‘m: ;S E};lttl-eori; the question. %3{‘1 Ilnigwelmr'
At least, T have m-cm;Om the other side of tﬁye J\(\:tzzp

oo e ¥y I can spare. Shall T sele you

“Yes; T shall
3 . b il . 1
pass your ]adgi‘ngsiJ :ﬁéi}: s

t was a long tramp, b

ar l'S _[:Qing

answered  Ransomp

the "
neck of the man who

tenderly. ‘T fegl

fDI' ur Y W ( e
IIC‘Sh on I
i
Al ‘ I : B8 robt 11 1“(‘]{
-.._‘ef 183[ away, I W lSh YOl (:Ul]]d

1t's
not your country,

das

I can dr‘f}’f ::glJ:eat}'c‘iis e
di ; b you and walk on,”
ESCHSSTOH of hopes and u]t th.e tlm_e passed quick (jn
at the boarding hous plans, until Rape quickly in
occupied him on h‘?“ee and after that M gome arrived
dawn was breakin 1s lonely walk to St HII‘{]gs thoughts
teeing past i g when he reaches] his 1lda.
bed, being unll_c}lajs rooni, he ﬂunge his door, ang
tell willing to dist; 2
her the good news inliﬁ]-:bmhls.
orn

i tip-
l;l}:t:'eal'y limbs infn
: 1 1 .
i until he epuld

—_—

CHAPTER XV

KIDNAPPIN

The disapear e

Melbourne, pandanl‘fle 3 wemWlees i

account for it, but . e, b 0"

guspicion fel] » but greatly to o Yol

1 Japon him, whil A b
: unnoticed g

. - g ‘m the wonder caused hy that of
o of the

: ] '01 "
all have h;llt)nrsl s

ant da .
: danger that
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indeed, who conpected the two, and
1 had sailed for Europe, taking his
pride-elect with him. Why he should leave thus seeretly
was not easy Lo anderstand, for he could have obtained
leave of absence at any time without difficulty, bub it
was cyn-ica-lly wl'dspcrcd among his brother officials that
an examination of the public accounts might later
Biiclear up the mystery, the most popular belief being

~ that Wilkes had embezzled large sums from his office,
and departed to Furope without beat of drum, intend-
ing mever to returm. Enquiries made at the ports of

" Adelaide and Perth failed, indeed, to show either Wilkes
or Hilda among the mail ship’s passengers, but everyone
eradited Willkes with cunning and ability enough to"
remain unknown or anmentioned if he wished to do so.
Thus Mark went back to the old life with the greabt
dread of evil to his sister lifted from his mind, but all
interest in his studies had gome, and he was entirely
possessed with feverish desire  to speed the revolt
against Socialistic despotism, for which events WCIC
ripening. .
He had become a frequent visitor to the house of his
disaffected friends ab West Melbourne, but chought b
better not to leave his old lodgings, partly because his
removal to such an out-of-the-way quarter might attract
attention, and partly hecause he did mot wish so far
to separate him zelf from Mary, with whom he_frequently
dined at one of the local eating houses, while he also
sometimes walked with her or met her at the rooms _of
mutual acquaintances, though he could no longer invite

her to visit his own. 5

At No. 7 he frequently interviewed. Wilkes, who at
first blustered and threatened dire vengeance when he
should regain e liberky, buy, on bheing assured t,ha‘,t
this was useless, and that he would probably spend his
life in imprisonment, he changed his tone by promusing
dazzling rewards to Mark if he should betray his fellow
conspirators and set him free. Such suggestions Mark
rejected with contempt, repeating them to Cooper 11
Wilkes's hearing thab he might entertain no illusory hope
of their secret acceptance, and then Wilkes tried a third
course. More than any other man in the Common-
wealth, perhaps, he had- his finger .on the pulse of the

| were many,
pelieved that Wilkes
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people, and was aware of the deep unrest
which threatened revolt against the est,

The existence of this dungeon in whic
up, the coming and going of
converse he nccai«ioually heard, the life of Cooper ang
Conroy, thus hidden from the world and  supporteq
by others, and, above zll, the clatter of the printing
press whick sometimes reached his ears, must surely, he
cencluded, have some deep significance. All this
chinery had not been called into existence
prevent his marrying Meredith's sister,
therefor, and if ‘it were designed as a focus of revolt
against the Government he might make use of it to
forward his own ambition Keeping this end in view he
approached Meredith with a startling plan.

“Meredith,” he said, “T am

1 see you don’t mean to let me go unless it pays vou to
do so. Now, T want to make it worth your while.”
“You can't do that,” answered
“Tf you offer me ‘any more: bribes T should not be sup-
prised at the others knocking you on the head, for fear
L should be tempted to accept them.”

“No, no, T don't want to hribe you.
an offer to your friends
spirators against the Gover
the Government any too we
I wouldn't mind hel

“We couldn't trust
e “Of course you
why shouldn't yo
myself out of it#”
“What could you get?”’

“Money and RO Won lnow T have influence, T
could use it m the direction you want. I am sick of
- our Socialistic cant. Give me something good enough

ablished ordey
*h he wag Mmewed
men  whose whi.upervd

ma-
merely to
or to punish him

sick of this pricon, and

Meredith, shortly.

I want to make
I believe you are all con-
nment, Now, I don’t lgve
I, myself, and if T were free
Ping you to overturn it "

you,"' said Manrk, shortly,
say that.

I don’t blame you. But
U trust me

if T got something for

out of your revolution, and for that—and freedom._ .1
am willing to help it along.” '
Mark pondered a moment hefore TeplyizEsn. .
answer nothing to this alone,” he said at length, *‘yij
you repeat it and amplify what you mean to the otheys?”

a‘hng':)t:h pleasure,”  answereq Wilkes, “Bringin

among they,

- resi

“tualities 1t
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. ; vith the
: : t it over and spcke to Donm:llne, \g;ltlﬂr o
e bhougi'l"j'- was brought up from the it
i “Illk&&' (k(-nnferen('e with half B i
wli:qw.w blindfolded as hefme.ﬂ ;Eeti.use
k s ltth nlnllv face he knew amnngst
as yeb Mark's was U y

i A 1hle even-
house, and in view of IJ':)"SE',ﬂ:cqmintr
5 He house, ] o 1S 8 2
frequenting bl to let him enlarge

the rocm abny{;,
the yevolutionists.

was unwise

Tilkes to state

X 1 a&:,k(‘(]. \r\ 1 <

ance. . interlocutor, and . freedom.

Aeod as inter - uy his

Mark acted q:pun which he desired to buy
S

e condifions T BT : e

th;. 1" he said, ‘T cant e of vou, hesides N

Well, there are numbers ding to upset the

gather that t ‘(',1- less actively wors BI have heard
: TR O AR S

Meredith, . 1 the Socialistic %}Ste, olimpse of arms

Government anc 1k [ have caught.a g rinting  Press

R o v tThdele 1 hawve heard & ]r]i"ml attacking

et e : 7 T = ok

down de\; icked up a leaflet 1 173 B are slaves and
e i 61 nle they d E

s e telling the people they are SR G
Jocialist idea, telling hat vow hav y

the Socia - 0. The fact tha that you have

Siat sort of 11111131-ud apartment, auﬁl ‘15;1(9‘% me think
S WPE T 0 v a 1T 3 5 . 4

and 1ts mld*.lblble to kidnap mne, ALut meail business

taken the U“lk re for your Lealth, but
are not her E

you ax

gl
me sort. Am I T1g 5 Teredith-
of some o what then, asked Tf[eu- 1lv., you don't
“If you are, with Naturally, }
; je— 1 apni- W
“Only this

frust me. ) .
To this there e
Wilkes smiled gnml). .1

ek, 1 have my OWI

sentlemen, but 1L
=]

yOu.

t-
. chorus of assen ,
: not: but L will be

ave wealths
ends to serve. i\t:-xfnen’ £,
rer——power ov
bl e R . the Government
and influence, fhl olp. you to overturn e \Gover LR
slaves. 1 will l«{lud_' bring hack mglnthe e
: A rer in t :
i S ‘0““;1:; freedom, and power 1
will give me 1} fona A
nt when we st e P
mL"T:l & new Government Wi 1
ki . | Teves .,
ot the old,” said Mm\s%;tﬁ.
uplﬁl'gxact]y » answered V 11;11 o 2
1 will be one of th f‘ S e we
e '8 talked apart Lor 27 s
The others dtlthe prisoner again. Lack
1 fpQ e ] . ‘ o |
e be making us a fﬂlt et e
e mz:y gt you and cannot [
s i
ne reason to

as an inarticulat
i “0f course

the men who

“yund if you give me the
ar
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' free ;
may ﬂb‘f)ﬂwa_,{)-i??[,? 111{61}" to seek our destructi ! R TR i
It s give us pr T destruction ; by A
”:][io:}_le . proof of your bona ﬁdes_"l]i you the‘.y'.migbt go furt her. They had friends thm}tgh whom
Bifndl o D-é‘st place, you can i 3 3 the money _c_(mld be converted 1mto f_ore]gn arms
o rders for goods we w 80O money into _ and ammunition _none were made within the Com-
ammfn?};pds‘ An order on an“él:;jji.s“fﬂ up to five t-h?):llr ‘ monwealth——a‘m‘. these things they greatly needed.
'.‘Hcm: Loanntgl that amount would j{l?t tirm for rifles and Mark found that his voice carried more and mOte
Wilkes tost,] hat be managed until I 1}_”' Y . weight with the others, t-hq.t he 1.1ad in fact become t_.he
* Boftire ygl-l am free?” agked leader of the 1).‘1l.|1:,1 and ]115 spirit t111'illefl within him.
way of gettin are free you can at least put } - Much as 1-10 disliked and 1'1‘113t1‘u_st(1.d V‘."l_]ke& all his per-
where. We wg EOIC,IF which vou ha“""’ ApuE s in the sonal feeling was :u\\‘a11m\"er‘{ up in devotion to the cause,
“Well. sq ant, £5000.” e concealed some- and he thought it possible that by cautious handling
e OEPOSE I could do that, wh: i and skilful playing upon the strings of his ambition,
of yours you could write to one Rl 1at next?” : they could comvert their most pnwe-rftﬂ enemy into an
places as ‘:zkigg them to meet, yooil :?0 official * friends exceedingly useful ally.
‘:And what wa\;j:llt(iiuijtate to you.” such hours and In the meantime, Mark and his friends indefatigably
‘The good will b e the good of that?" garried on their work on such lines as were yeb possible
_and ](idnap The e that we shall meét ! to them, grnwing a little bolder, as digcontent increased,
7 1f Tecessary. 'It ’ ‘f"lt'llf?Utr violence, if t‘hose f?fieﬂds 3 in broaching revolutionary ideas to men who were likely
vill compremise will disturb the ’GOVPEOSS]MG’ with it 8 f9 welcome them. Tn many parts of the Common-
shall spread it g}gu.- When we have goglllﬁﬁent, and it wealth, but especially in’ Victoria, they had members
revolutionary ban'dma:d that you are th em safe we of the inner brotherhood who were communicated with
that has e centre of a and urged to step out a little further. In Melbourne

“All ver S done thig
B i Dty eneered  Wilkes St 1 T ’
! : 4 do not .

I you do not conse

and Sydney factories, inland mines, and on bush clearing
camps, revolt in the near future Was urged at secreb

It suits us to nt}.} vou shall st meetings, sometimes not sufficiently secret, for several
:.Aliv'e," putliie%you' ay here ag long as | arrests were made on charges of sedition, while other
b YQS,.a.Iive_ IW: I‘gs. : agitators escaped to Melhourne, where they were met
hut, if it were a ch don.t want to do vo by members of the committee and conveyed by night
ead and letting o16e between knockiy u any harm, § to the hiding place of No. 79; which, within a month
ym‘l,v%n f’},lﬂ hw&_”ym go to injure us, ngsliyou on the of Milda's departure, sheltered a dozem: refugees. .
plainl ell, MSHSWered Wilkes, ould knock (reat as was the tyranny and _absolutism of the Gov- g
Want i‘;l b I will think it,oyou put the. matter ver ernment in dealing with its citizens, only 2 wretched
NMocedish 5IVer this min,umg,,ver' I don't, Suppose‘ely police system supported it, for the people had been:
S D ooked at the oth o so completely cowed and distrustful of one another thatb
have time. W ers. “No,” gaj : the knowledge of official espionage had been quite guf-
our plans clear.” € want ti ; said Donovan a0 L 7 7 R ]
When Willed : me ourselves to got cient for the restraint of individuals, whereas 10w there
ooy e es had been taken ge was a spirit of su]lenness‘ablv‘t‘)ad. and men devoid of
make be"%f'sesi the matter pro back to hiy el any desire to assist in agitation oOT revolt were never-
% T showfém}ll]'ng by extractin and con, decid; the . theless inclined to shut their eyes and ears and mouths
Shoaiis' to 18 heart was in t% money from Wl}_g to to what took place around them. Consequently, much
to put some of his reput, de business, by g lkes. free speaking went unpunished, and offenders with
ed wealth in ghej evising | energy and skill had little difficulty in hiding them-
~AeIr hands, selves until they could cither reach Melbourne or gain
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~ the mountainous country of Gippsl

n refuge,

The Government was excited and a larmed, well aw

that trouble was brewing, and hesitating betwee
opposite courses of extreme severity in
slightest murmurs of discontent. and
lindness aud deafness to anything
glaring sedition in word or deed.
Wilkes was sorely missed from his post at
of the great newspaper, where he had a oreat
framing the bureaucratic policy to which fhe press gave
utterance. The new ecditor urged prompt measures
against all those who had actually flouted the Govern
ment, and suppression of all gatherings in streets or
public places of more than half a dozen individuals:
but the measures taken were half hearted. Bodics of
mounted police, despatched into the mountaing,
porders to. arrest the outlaws who were known {
there in considerable numbers, failed, either from
accident or design. to encounter the men they sought,

while the suppression of meetings was practically aban-
doned when e prisons ; for

it began to fill ti
men and women m:z{ in groups, almost with
s which they instinetvely

are
n the
Suppressing tle
of a convenient
but  the mogt

the head
share in

with

everywhere
out design,
felt to he

to discuss the time
pregnant with fate

The revolutionar
unwearied in
and all night
leaflets and let

y committee during these wecks Was
its activity. The Press clattered al]
in the cellar of No. 79,
ters denouncing Socialism, urging and
‘eat change, were thrust into the hands
streets, slipped under doors of dwzlling
houses, and even despatched throu In the
post office several of th re opened and
Wo or three of
the revolutionm‘y move-

day

and by night

irough the post,
ese missives we
» leading to the arrest of et
the addressees well disposed to
ment.  When the committee discovered  thiy they
changed their tactics, and posted  seditioys literature
to men whom they had no reason to regard as friends,

Mamy of these unfortunates were thrown into Prison
without being heard in their defe 2

: nee, and the commipte,
had the satisfaciion of knowing that they not only
harassed and mystified the Government, bub & roread
up enemies for it in the person of suspects who e

and, where therg
Wwas a growing band of malcontents

i bhe 8
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rer iished. The com-
5 innocent and yet were pu Rdartit
s mgelves] llnllll;:l afford to consider the hard{ih‘ﬁ 1}1:0W i/
e wuf(' t.hcy cared little who S’I‘J{Fﬁrecom Ak
m:t?u:ll']L:air'OIP-utse was adva-u(ic:d‘b E}t’;—(T theirpst.rength
el e they were busbanding b e
g e '(jl-:qulq‘nd all the while 1_1)anagcd t}fletllie&mogt
for open a("‘t'”',;-‘(‘-(.‘\’ and skill that, n :’P-]ltef«?ﬂed i
g ‘v[; s, the Government utter y d( el
Stremlm? ; 1(t."Htle(- disaffection which caused 1
the centre o >

a,larﬂl 3
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g CHAPTER XVIL ;
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. 1d the Government fuun(}f;sel({
g v 00
allowance 0
bad times to shorten the d{ﬂg éued o
L bs e the poophz\ discontent deep
e i pression.
?fnsxti found tangible c:\p} { G
The first outbreak occurrec ar
Melbourne,

g ﬁ ne v ng o Ja ary, .1 11

st g ev 10 Janua : wihne

i} TINg «© avl >a o oL .D
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CTOW ds er ] (.Ll 1 a bre “ s€ a : | 1 towa d
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usk 4. nuge v

\‘\‘hBl(‘ ar ldllﬁ‘llsh

TH
As the days went by, a

entrance to Port

on &

: : 0
hound ship awaited 1ts car%ﬂ
whuimc the impulsol (;(igif;ls&—
revolu E
r one of the _ s
1 as a word from e e
Il s o g n;dlgtl;aanmmth heap
¢ but all at et e
L h the crowd at g f s
e being takem from them U other an s
2
. gbecinning to feel the p
many were beg

home. _ v

“Don’t let it go, ik
Why should we starv o
rush the train and take 1t

the pier, bt
No one knew exactly

once a

PFUHLIE LBRARY dE Vet ERIA

“No, it's ours.

od someone. it b i

e echoed amother. Le(_is :

: “iod a third ; and suddenly
crie

Those in front,
he people. . beach
a blind rage possessed BAC B ried o ﬂ;oy?ethe
Bughel on by BHOS L they cams, tha driver: and fires
scarcely knowlﬂ%he engine, throwing t ihe’ had set the
trucks and upon b lace. but not before 5 3were crushed
man from their p A man and his e their  dying
train in mmm“;l ::rl ;  moving t'].‘uCk? : r(ﬁr and fury.
beneathy . the hi? lllil}ur the vest with ]Orn enough o
screams of P&n:l lnff ‘steam, but not E}?g wheels. The
Same&ne \:::;c;lriuna.teq pinned beneath
save the
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engi
_ angxz:;]men were savagely attacked )
i ghi{ saYed fro-n} death by pnl.i(-e)
ey anpd\‘:\ ho hurried to the swr‘no-lraf
e By vomen, clambering over i
3 y heaving down the bﬂ{\h o
them o 7l o - :
~ wjggn “g]h ki}lves and flinging their
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6 5 final efforh to Prop=s tottering social
a harassed Government.”

asked Mark and Mary in a

5%
e to ma

¢What do you mean?”

threw a letter on the table. “Read
“There are my orders.”

he letter aloud. 1t came from the Presi-
in consultation with the
osed his advisory couneil,
reciting the numerous evidences of
seditions spirit which was abroad,
the Professor would be

The Professor

Mark read b
dent of the Commonwealth,

and, after briefly
mad and

and of which, said the letter,
fully seized, it, gave him his directions. As the oldest

of the faculty as the Socialist economist of the greatest
B wn in the State, as 2 man who was universally
looked up to. for his great learning, high character and
sound judgment, he was regarded by the President as the
fittest man to aid the officials in stemming the TiSINg
‘tide of vicious error in the Commonwealth. From next
week he would be given leave of absence from his regular
duties, and would be deliver a series O
.public lectures in some of the Jargest public halls, upon
the blessings of Socialism and the criminal folly of
opposition tO Socialist authority. These lectures would
be reported at length in all the newspapers, and the
President hoped an immensity of good from their wide

diszemination.
“You will never 6 iy A, exclaimed Mark, when he
had read the letter.

“Yes, T will doit; 1 must obey mv orders, and I fancy

1 can accomplish a lot of goodA
downcast, overwhelmed with

Professor’s treachery ta the

required to

Mark was silent and

disappointment at the ¢ _
canse of veform, and yet too fully sensible of his per-
sonal help and kindness to give expression to his
feelings.
“Well, what do you think of me now?' asked the
Professor.
Mark shook his head without speaking, but Mary
who had been studying the old man's face, detected
in his expression, and spoke up

something enigm atic 1

boldly :
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“I think you have some pl
You are not, going to lecture
ment, but for some other Te
Mark brightened at the sy

an you have not tq
just to please t]
ason. Do {el]
A goestion, far feteched i]mugh
1 seemed. Professor Grainger rose and patted Mary
on the shoulder. SNan women have onderful intyi
tion. Yes, my dear, I have a plan in ny head, ang
I do not mean to please the Government, 3'1::'1.!101- than
by dut:iful]y assenting to their Proposal.
SWliat, then?’ asked Mark: ;

“Then, when T haye the greatest audicnce
can raise to hear me, T shall tell them ex
think of Socialism and the bureancracy—the system
and the men that are l'ui'ning and robbing them "

“Splendid, sir |” crieq Mark. “Forgive me
I thought just now.” :

T rather enjoyed your thoughts,” said
smiling. “You need not ask forgiveness, T
Government, would have been al] of
I have done, But I shall redeem
those thousand

8 before me_
rate, to Freedom's car”

“But aren't YOU runni
“The Government, wij]
them.”

“They can't hang me,

They will certain]
from my post. Byt T am old. They
T shall risk aj) that.”

“It is splendid of you,”
The danger 1 see,” said Mark, “is that you will not
be heard ; they will break up the meeting whey they
see what you are driving at. And it won't he reported
In the newspapers,” :
“No,” said the Professor, “that is the pi i
: i Pity of it. But
I must either speak the truth, or not a?:;. all. Alﬂ-[
© speak will put me out of tj:
surely as what I propose.”
Mark’s brows were knitted in thought, “When gy
you to lecture?” he asked g~
“About a week hence T am to “ive the firg
series, which, of course, will be the lagt. G
“Look here, Professor,” cried Mark. Don’t let it ho
plain to you yet, but T thin e

Melbourne
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for anything

Grainger,
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Y remove me
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can worle mirac les,
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who were forging Wilkes's name. He kaew
he useless to show himself with an escort,
the messenger, referred to in the
ly be too cunning to approach, and
pture would be gone.

on those
that 1v would
for 1n that case

letter, would certain

the chance of an cnhghtuning ca
Wecordingly Gregson mspected the park during the
day, armed himself, and gave instructions to four of
his men, also armed, to secrete themselves early m the
evening at stations which he described, and to take
careful note of anyone who might enter the park, but
ot to interfere with them, or to make any movement
uutil he shotaw call.

About ten o 'clock the polic
Meredith and his friends were a

o reached the place, where
Jready in hiding. The
not 1 uniforni; they came singly, but, as
led to ensconce themselves behind trees, two
on either side the main path, Meredith and the others
suspected that Gregson was on his gnard, and l}eld a
hurried consultation Should they abandon their en-
terprise or trust to their superior numbers and risk
it? After a whispered colloquy they decided to see the
matter through. Cooper, as the man whose face would
be least likely of recognition, Was again deputed to
meet the visitor on his arrival, and if possible to lead
him away from that portion of the park where the
re stationed, towards a thicket in which the
ace themselves. The police would
here they were. i

police were
they procec

police were
others decided to pl

probably have orders to remain whe .
they moved the conspirators determined to be gmded
by circumstances, 1ob shirking 2 fight 1f 1f
were  forced ~upon them; Ior the centre of
the park was some  distance from the

and their inmates Were much more

nearest dwellings,
likely to lie close t
the noise of a scuffle.

Half-past eleven was the hour n
ing. At the guarter hour Cooper ,
comrades, creeping stealthily across the grass until he
gained the main path some twenty yards from his
party. There he walked up and down, purposely as-
suming the manner of a man waiting to meet sonie-
pody; this for the benefit of the police, who were per-
haps fifty yards from his friends, and whom he wished

y N

han to interfere if they should hear

amed for the meet-
_separated from his
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.kn'ee pressed upon his chest, cal]iﬁg loudly to the

constables, when Burng came to join. in the fray.
Thereupon (regson. springing to his feet, released
(Cooper, and, drawing a revolver from his pocket, fired

it blank at his new assailant, holding the muzzle
4 few inches from his head. Burns fell in silence, with
a ghastly wound 1n his forehead. Cooper would pre-

- gently have <hared the same fate, but the few seconds
~ which the police officer had devoted to dealing with

Burns changed the whole aspect of affairs. With a
ery of rage Cooper snatched the pistol from Gregson's
hand and fired three shots in succession into his chest.
Gregson fell dead across the body of the enemy he had
Lilled, and Cooper discharged the last two chambers of
the revolver at the police, who were seeking cover be-
hind trees further down the pathway. = His friends
wore now firing too, the police Commissioner’s shot
having given the cue for shooting on hoth sides, and
for a minute the crackling of revolvers disturbed the
silent might; bullets whistled through the air and little
flame flashes among the trees momentarily lit the gloom
of the park.

Cooper joined Meredith.. “They are both dead,” he
said, “Burns and the officer. What shall we do? Chase
the police and wipe them out?’

“Poor Burns,” sighed Mark, “No; I think we'd
better let them go and get out of this—most likely they
will give us no more trouble,” “Conroy,’ he called,
“shall we go!” a

Conroy answered from behind a neighbouring tree— |
“Yes; one of them was winged, and I think t},:ley are
malking off ; nothing ‘to be gained by staying.”

“All right; tell the others to fire one volley in the
direction the last shots came from: then altogether to
the park gates, so that mone of us can be cut off, then
separate and make for home.”

Conroy called to his neighbours, half-a-dozen revel-
vers barked without receiving any answer, a_nd imine-
diately atterwards the revolutionaries gathered in a group
together.

Great was their rage on learning that Burns was un-
{:!(f:ubtedly dead; but at any rate they had life for
ife.
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fortunate man tqo }ig

he said grimly,  «py,
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that 1 3
dea.th.ﬁ Gregson's blood
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aits n't be
Obgzt‘l}?;zble Bl helped-—and Gregson
, 48 a mat Was g
able and conscienfizter of ffl(‘", been one
once put obstacles i us officials, and h; of the my
bition. cles in the way of Wiy h_f"d more thyy
608 13,1 . J €€S'S persona)] gy

answered Mark

glad that
at you have killed him At
3 any r

earned 5
your Ilibert .
g you go backyf On certain coa'lditf(a'if' you haw
' _your office to-mouma we meay
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:;ﬂg and the other }5: tgn minutes ago nLh“nnEecessarv
Ays. - At last ' ands were 80 .the hell hag
‘Oh, Ma,rk,” she calme, gone their diffarag

S0 she crie -
I’v:OSTy T kept. you Wi{ﬁhhrrylng to meet, Lj s
e done with j 1ting, but w m, “T am
W b e hat do you think!
She looked W‘]t}?c:.l golng to Iearve th
within which she 'y sigh of content o e factmy?”
I have left it for ad slaved since h.the grimy walls
stick, mushy ; good and all, childhood. "y,

i A nside T shal
1 ebRing the s nab old Bk al HEver see the
sl dolng with yr)u?f’y'

P, repeated Magh LA
“Wilk hell G g B
'Ga.zebt;’s has sent an at are

office - to. order for m

secret, FMorro e to .

. Vo, what's W, and become g;: n;_)t“. ﬂ;e
rivate

e :
whelmed with anything byt PTOmotiOH_c:P‘ dlnt look
. Wilkes chogen f&alousy and forebodjp., He folt over
nothing of clerica] o for his seorchemct RNELY .
evil intent, leal work, Tt could zflly; Beshe 3
Wit'h some

Tt brought him ¢, hi
i

Iv.” yawned Wil |
Y

You are no douyf

. whole of our plans wenb gmash than ¥

A TALE OF SOCTALISM. 108

v

“Tt 18 nob promotion.
iyWhat does he mean by i‘r_rgexcep-t mischief

It 1s degra,dation,” he said

hotly. ' i T

to you and me? 1 won't let him do 1t.
Mary slipped her arm ghrough his and spoke sooth-
No mischief will

ingly. “Don’t be fooligh, dear.
happen to me, and you can't preven
he chooses.

Mark realised that this was true. Protests to
Wilkes would be futile, unless he backed them by
threats, and he folt that it would be unjustiﬁa.ble to
ask his revolutionary sriends, who alone could make
threats effective, to fight his private battles. Never-
theless his whole being revolted at the prospect of
Mary being brought. into intimate daily assoclabion
with this man;, and cursing himself for setting him

free he walked on In gloomy silence.

Mary roused him from it, but not to cheerfulness.

“After all, I think it is rather a good thing,” she
said. ‘‘Perhaps he will make love to me, and then I
shall worm all his gecrets out of him.”

“Tf he makes love to Jou T kill him,” he 'g.a.id
fiercely. “If you listen to him—if you flirt with him—
e Oh, for Heaven's sake don't talk hike
that, Mary. You'll drive me mad., I'd soomer the

ou get mixed up

with that blackguard. You don't know the 1}1&11."
Mary comforted him and said she was joking ; but
she knew the man better than Mark thought She
was certain that Wilkes would make love to her, and,
assuring Mark that she would be as cold as marble
and not dream of coquetry, she formed her own plans.
Tt was useless to argue with Mark. His ideas were
different from hers, for he had been brought up in a
different atmosphere. His father was an official, one
of the pa:ivileged, never forced to cringe, to manoeuvre
or to lie in order to make life tolerable. Certainly
his independence of gpirit had led to ultimate quarrel
with his class, but Mark was imbued with his ideas,
and had enjoyed his privileges. As for Mary, she was
a daughter of the people, obliged from childhood to
fight her own way in the world with the weapons
native to her, chief among which were wit and cunning,
sharpened by daily use. Courage she had in plenty, but,

t Wilkes doing as

»

B N
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“Bit down,_boy,“’ he said. i
don't interrupt me till I finish.”

Mark nodded in silence, but his interest w
the book, taken af random from tha s
old man, scribbling fiercely at the
lamp’s shaded light falling upon his face.
handsome face with,

It was g

good features, thoughtfyl grey |
eyes, and a fine forehead surmounted by thick silvey
hair, but never before

had Mark seen in

The lips were firm set, the eyes sparkled

of battle; the
ennobled, and gl

it almost uncann Y,

illumined the

he realised that the Spirit withi

o unusual depths and that it transfigured him.

At last Grainger threyw down his pen

the young man. - Pardon me, Mark |
1ow. In those sheets

have finished
! I have tried to wi
time's lies ang cowardi

pe out a life
L BRI Mot bens writing
while the Unaccustomed fit. g

f courage anq truthfulness
Was upon me. Something within me held the pen and
wrote. It was not T at alllil
He gathered the sheets together ang smiled, looking
Weary as the tension relaxed. “Well, my boy,” he said,
OW ‘20 your affaj

us? T can talk to you now.”
_“I have come f, i -

T the lecture. get it pub-
; g after you deliyer i
“Take, it Mark i

el bhat o ars in the

Commonwealt Gazette' wonders wil] negifa): cease, and
I shal] feel that 1 have not lived in vaip -

I think it wil] be printed,” saiq Mark, Byt may
I take this? Is it pot your only copy ¢

My only copy, but T shall not nesg L -
to say is here. tapping hig forehead, «
than I shall he allowed

volumes more
t.q say., Get it ingg cold print
if you can, and Waste no time ahoyg )| ridd
Mark gathereq up the manuscript,
“T will do my best,

You are quite sure Ll
want a copy?” YOu will pot

Look at book, ang |

as lesg g
helves, than on the

long table wity the |

1t such power,
with the Light |
professor’s whole countenance seemeg]
owed with enthusiasm in hig task, so
and said to himself

ation was merely playing tricks in the
lamp light which face he gazed at. Byt
n the man wag stirred

, and greeted
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their birthright in the 01l ; and so their only che
18 to become wage slaves or to starve Nay, the choice
not always offered to them. To many the bODnuf'f
working tor their masters is denied, and so they fing |
themselves superfluous upon the earth, where they
struggle vainly for g foothold til] {hex cie "%

“They will ‘cheer that af] right, "::‘rﬁrposed Mak,

with a smile,

“Foole—ves. And this -

" In Australia at least we h
awful crime of robhing all hut a privileged fow of rights
in the soil upon which all must Iive We recognis
that the land belongs to the people, and that to give |
a man lordship of the goi] gives him |
fellow men Therefore, holc
Lold fast through toi]
revolution if it come, to the grand
mastered, that all' men who liy
remain equal ow
this great lesson

ave not, committed fhi

fast whatever

you do;
and trouble, through

change and
pPrinciple we haye

"€ Upon it are bhorn angl
ners of our land. We' h

e

ave mastered’
. More or less blindly we have acted

upon it, and yet to-day we know that the wolf of

hunger is at oyr doors; that . the spirit of death stalks

abroad ; that the streets are not safe for

officials ; that wild doe

our great
ats of revolution
se thfngs are so. |
Only bear with me
answer to the ques- -

trine and thye
fill the air. Yoneull . knpw that the
What, my friends, is the cause !

patiently and T wi]] give vou the
tion T have asked.’ i
lHenre the Professop Paused and sapj wearily into a
chair, Y 2

“And the answer "

"Read it, my boy —read it, am more tired than I 0
thought, And, aftep all, what is the good of rehearzing 3
words that_ will be drowna in slavigh clamour as
soon as a glimmering ,f their sense penetragos to slavish
brains? T sha]] p allowed, to speqk something of what
I have 3=poke:j1 to you, hut twenty sentonces further on
Ty speech will end 13 only chance of eVer reaching
the multitude lies in the lewspaper—that is in yon.” ;

Much ag Ma}'k Wished to hear articulate in the Pro-
8s0r the spirit which he hagq Seen ‘to animate hiy, e
his pen flew over the last sheets of baper, he refrqined
from urging the olq man to exert himseif further, ang

asked Marl, eagerly,

ordzhip over hig %
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half an B is trouble concerning Ma ) S d she had
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when the police aré on his tracks.
with things a few days longer,
a burst-up comes before then."”

“It must come,” growled another.
shot than starved and poisoned.”

To this sentiment there was a chorus
bation. Then talk was interrupted
knock, and Mark was admitted.

“What news from the outer world?

Mark looked grave. “Good and bad.
“Five minutes ago I should have said
Just as well to tell you
been dogged here. A mj]
€ye me' suspiciously.
tion, slipped him,
street.

everything. T

I walked in the

ast me ag I stopped at
," muttered someone,

of us,” replied Mark drily,
"Yoq men should have mor

e patience.

It will be unfortunate if
does come we can only

With Mark’s arrival most of the sleepe
ened, and the rumour of danger near at L
all letha..rgy from the gathering,
anxiety, it j but anxiety allieq w;
determination o show their mettle
should fal], There were 30 men
mner circle; at leggt, 100 or more
o intimate touch wit), the conspir
mmediately roused to action against the
and trusted with weg

s true,

from the armour
case of a strugele with th

e authorities,
“So much for your bad news, Mark,”
presently, “What s the good 1"

Mark drew Grainer's manuscript from
“It is here,” he gaid.  “The !

Professor giveg

You must
or a few weeks,

e from the house

“Tt will put an

your guard, and if
mpted, make z fight for it.

it comes so soon, but if it
hope the fire wil] spread.”’

Teplacing it with

when the blow
in the house of the
either in No. 79, or
ators, who might be

said Donavan.
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“T'd sooner ¥,
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steadi d

“Will it do any-

“Clome near; [
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reacted upon one another, until (}e
to their present miserable plight-
sinee any new inventi
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]\{mpfe hadlc 1
: How long yas it
I, any improvement n Mach;.

seientifie had beey

made within the Crmllnnmvo:al‘th’ t‘-lriugs W&re.
unknown, and would be unknown until the peopls |
broke their fetters. Nobody had the leisure, nobgdy
had the means, nobody had the wip S0 study, “HoRe
Periment, and to face the failures which the gi'ea-t men
of alden times, the great men of other countiries iy
modern times, were facing every day. The bureaucratip
authorities seldom and  reluctantly g ‘pted the s
Perior methods of production which were proved g
HEEPeUS the= Would: not even look at sugoested im.
Provements which might  find ap almost ‘miraculous
origin here. ,he official gained nothing hy moving ouf
of phe old ruts; he risked the disapproval of his gu.
periors, the ill-wil] of inferiors driven, o unaccustomeq
tasks, and inevitaple condemnation everyhody,
if his enterprise shoylq fail. tions were
adopted ; Work on the olq 1
ali but the crudest m
State, Drought, haq

knowledoe,

Qhuy
neh

from
S0 no new inven

d died out of fho

a peopla solely des
al resources of the soil,

Ines wag badly done, andlf

and the 1

CUIng: starvation J
These were Some of the fryjts of

- material side. Tt the bureaucracy
be utterly beyond ;s Power to a]
which they were hegt

arkened the land.
Socialism on the

were honest it would

ot men the tasks to

c fitted ; ¢4 make them . work
fﬂicflently Et,lE those tasks without, adequate reward;
2 Toresee the wantg of the peop) T0-
VISION. to satisfy them. But a? e PFD

| the same ¢
utterly impossible for the bureaucracv to

Ofﬁc}al honesty was 5 plant whijcl, only ]

public officialg Were the chogep and flono-ured servants
of free men, ‘10’ had po chance of life when ublic
officials were ‘the self-chogen, and a,ll-powerful mpstcl‘%‘
of a myriad of glayes, To male those slavey do theiw)fl‘i

o free‘men Was indeed beyond the;, power, but  to
appropriate to themselves an evep inereasin |=:}| . Jf
the community’s laboyp Was well wit e o0

ime it was
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ourished where

hin, Tk i
body knew that the officialg fareq sum];tliol?srlld EW.]TGI):,--
the maszeg were lucky if f.]my obtiined a b;u)"c wale]m
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cials—or at
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s wa j 10 more than the IS an
famlt was 1 lways dcteriorated in the m ;
which ‘is fs —which was subjec
over Seris results

sistence.
least their
nature,
human ithority » |
; autnority o dezpotism
who ""lelded,m] law that unbridled 1
univers:ai
to the

idled power. : ‘ naterially en-
from unbridle ‘-,l\ llwd the nation be(omcdn‘};\r the most
1l : SRETR L
And not “_II_",.xl.|-1u(‘(i- It was enslave T
slaved and P g auperised of the 11'mstd1 i;1clc‘i)cndcnce‘
: o) s Tt n
ignoble vices; P to cultivate truth a s life talae:
\E{'ho [t avord 10 G heervience could make
v 8

7 and sul -actically hereditary,
s 0111}' !\jillﬁ..l lﬁ(millouﬂ were p]actlcal}
The ofhcial Pos

Far vho licked
% itizen who ;
able!? 5 J .y all knew, a ¢ r drawin
times, as they erved them by d
but some f his masters, who S].Lll was rewarded by
i his % WS, Wi
the boots « 1is fellows,

5 i I i unning
Jains tighter round -arely, one whose ¢
o to office; .more rarely,
: y office ;
eglevation L«

i s admission
th the officials feared was bn‘lwdu:ab}of muzzling
or strength uhe circle as the easiest meai Boiiois | WOtk
to the charmed (u]'u(.‘w that the least 310‘ lbwer and
him. They ""‘]‘1_“_\ ik favour ; th'atl ,t 1;9:91'\-'0({ for
went not by “'“qitiuﬂi were deliberate \){-as S e
g ”rm]ﬂl? l')l;A(‘()lllj'set.(‘n(‘e. lest What. vo]It. Perhaps,
weakness and 311 to discontent and 1le n they knew;
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where al
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g ifi lllw -«E\-ﬁ]\l state of t.hngiv in material wel-
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lnre ;. 000 ‘m"} A?heir most mtlm?ultf! life. which had
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the Commonweall i compared with the d worked for
was LEb e Gldan days, when Vnsbeg ith her love,
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brightenes g

the Professor con-
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sympathised in hj ;
s g

ambitions, educated W b g

* answered Mark. “That is a good idea. I hope

and was the p
presiding spiri _

angel of the family T_\P[r'lt of the home, ¢} t “Tes,
was no family : n Y. Now there was no 1 e Tuardiy, es, : : ; & g
B . en had no ambitions: t, Ome; then | it will go mt,p the ‘Gazette; but it is well to be on

B o 1e husbhand : if he mf 1 ; the wife th- the safe side. _
Shal: nfotal D?atter of imliﬂ'm-eiu‘é ,‘_'_km‘_“'('ll‘ked well g If it does go 111-—e1bopt which_ I have my doubts_,"
e ther, fp]: when she coq to either, §ha i put in Cooper. “T take it our friend, Mr. Wilkes, will
of m%;h children into the world ,( uld not help it s have to make a move, and that it will be time for us
r 3 : and, such g "

loves I1efli$§d‘b3he sometimes I”'\'Q\P:{L{[Mh 15 the poye to do more than :ﬂk. b ;
ERbpT e 1em as g g “There is bound to be a convulsion of some sort,”
ider relation between mog“ﬂt}{; anewered Mark, “but we must keep quiet until we see
tovernment take. The morning the

and child
: were g,
munity. The moz;ljnmst unknown in the Soeials
her worked al]l dav ;'ud socialist eop.
© o O‘very day f
or

the State: th

Gaves T Lhe  Btafe

nurseries, and by tate took the child into nng gf
iy of 1t

what steps the
speech appears 1 must tell Wilkes where he can find us.
1f the Government wishes to live an hour it must arrest
him, and we shall owe him refuge and protection.”

“T don't

ought, it
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i 7 o | s Sstralgilb, c .
e nature ; g § e o atrophy 4} - . trust him even now.”
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Verty = i 1appl . e h : ) 3
Parentage a mere h ¥ could rob them - andpl:;;ness oo ¥ the meantime, remember tnat all of us have to be ready
:llan' more often g I;rk);scici}l] fact, of no ;ni;el‘ést Otﬂmi]i‘e' to fight 1f this place 1s yaided. 1 domt-think that we
mli suffered a] tp, b an welcomed by the Woma.ne. can make any plans beyond that, except that if the
termity. urdens without the igwe i trouble comes and we beat off the police we must give
107 the spare arms we have to people who will use them.
I we can. We are not

For an hour
, i Mar
%‘llller Imterruption Izh;ea.cll from the speech with ‘ Tonight we must distribute a
en he came to the B Aow murmurs of s safe for an hour if I am right in thinking that man a
Peroration all hig alld_a;pplause. spy. You must keep on the alert, and if we are killed
lente or captured I don’t think the cause will die with us.”
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ght ey

for hig tr m whi -
reache; ch Gra : !
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glance at Grainger, that the Professor would on this
oceasion spealk in very strong terms, unspar'mg]y de-

pouncing the cvils that afflicted the Commonwealth.
As Professor Grainger rose and slowly came to the
front of the pla form, he greeted Mark with a smile
of 1-ecogml.i:m. Then surveying the vast audience, and
s'lightly bowing 1n acknowledgment of the applause.
which was led from the platform, and dutifully taken
and below, he began his lecture

up by the peopie above

in slow and measured tones.

Pirst of all.

1

must thank his friend the
ords he had spoken of
ability ; but such
offered that night,
ing that,

he said, he
Mayor for too flattering w
his (the Professor's) knowledge ‘and
as it was, its fruits would be freely
and the Chairman Wwas not mistaken in believ
sweet or bitter, none of it would be withheld.
Grainger looked paler than usual; the trembling
fingers. betrayed by the sheet of paper which they
held, showed that his nerves were strung to the highest
pitch, but Mark had never known such a pomn_mndmg
ring in the Professor’s tomes, such fire in his eyes,
such strength in his face, as on this fateful night.
Besides Mark, there were s0me twenty or thirty of
his friends present, all seated more Or less near one
another on henches not far from the p'latform._but
only Donovan and himself l‘epresented the inner circle
of the revolutionaries, for the others ;ould not venture
into a gathering crowded with police and spies by

‘oht be recognised.
eriod of the Professor

whom they mig
For the first half hour every p
He had gripped the atten-

was rounded with applause. :
tion of his listeners, and the applause they gave him
References to pﬂvert-v and distress under
her lands produced a storm of

to whom it justified the
od. while even the miser-
balm to their self-
ds which painted

was sincere.
the individualism of ot
enthusiasm from the officials,
Qocialism upon which they lived,
able and disaffected found a curlous
: | t1 ranity 1n WoOT
respect and national vamty B e

the state of other peoples'as black as, gt

| their own. When Grainger touched the land
<ceeding anything Mark

with eloquence and force far e 1
had ever heard from his lips, the listeners sat spell-
hound with interest, throbbing with emotion. As he
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showed them the truth
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ace for moye £ ?ur land justice 1 ere ig ;.- Pe_OpIc‘ -
murmur of g fifty years” - iterly lﬁl-]“.*‘tl'fe in
like the noise Qfmmni-?’hment,-low idden her
the just trouhbleq sad)’ ’P'Vulu
A g med,

Tom the

v

A TALE OF SOCIALISM. 139
Men and women turned to ome an-
goarcely believing that they heard
d their eyes once more upon the

bedy of the hall.
other wWhispering,

aright : then fastene
speaker, half hopeful, half frightened, but all intently
ar more. Only from that part of the hall

eager to he
where the revolutionaries sat,
was a,pprrwal. or the opposite, displayed. Mark and
his friends applauded vigorously, bringing on them-
salves head shakings and scowls from officials who moved
towards their place, rousing alarm among the timid,
who edged away from these bold iconoclasts. On the
latform, on the other hand, though the blow was too
sudden to be countered, though the blasphemous words
had rung sonorously through the hall before gasping
astonishment pcrmittcd interruption or dissent, it
seemed clear that a storm was brewing.

“Shocking !” “Wicked!” ‘He is 2 traitor!” “Must
B mad!” “The Mayor should stop ib!” “Hanging

too good for him !”
Such words as thes

buzz of angry whisperit

crowd. Onpe or two ©

periously signalled lower officials |
form for orders; others, foreseeing trouble. left the

hall with their womenkind ; and meanwhile the Mayor.
after taking hurried counsel with a neighbour, rose and
laid his hand on the Professor’'s arm. “This is mad-
ness,” he said.  “T cannot allow the lecture to go on.”
“Vou wish me to cease speaking ¥’ asked Grainger.
“Unless you can explain away your words, and con-
tinue in a decent strain. T fear you have already done

incaleulable harm.”

“T have done sO. 0 |
The Mayor looked at him suspiclopsly_.
what you have said, 1

promise to unsay

to continue?’
Grainger turned on Tam

promise. T ask mo permissionA

I am listened to.” ;

Then. stepping away from the astonl
once more addressed the people: “Fellow eountry-
men. Our Mayor bids me to unsay what I have said.
T utterly refuse. T tell you again that this country

and from the platform,

distinguished in the
g that stirred the bureaucratic

f the more distinguished im-
ls to come to the plat-

e might be

T shall try to retrieve it.”
“I have your

f T permit you

wrathfully o T BINE
T shall speak on while

shed official. he
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against attack. Raising his hand in a vain appeal for
silence, Mark shouted at the top of his voice. “Fellow
citizens; take your seats again. The Professor will
continue his lecture.”

This announceraent meft with a wild cheer. But the
audience was now a surging mob, crowding forward
amid overturned benches to the front of the hall, ig-
poring or overwhelming the officers who made futile
attempts to stay them. It was clear that no more

lecturing was possible that night.

looked at the mob and turned to Mark with

Grainge:
5 smile. “T can speak no more, Mark. But L think
the work is done. The tyrants will never lay the ghost
of liberty that we have called up to-night.”

atform was increasing, and the

The crowd on the pl
Grainger swayed hither and

little phalanx round
thither, unable to keep its place
bringing police up the plat-

e he said, they are
friends must leave me new

nee,
form stairs. You and your
and save yourselves.”

“And you?’ asked Mark.

“T ghall be all vight. My age and position will pre-

vent them going to extremes. Escape while you can.”

Mark hesitated, and beckoned to Donovan who stood
near, thrmsting back those who pressed on them. Be-
fore he could answer there came & rush from the back
of police admitted by the private doors.

The officials made way for them, and they seized on
the first of Mark's party whom they encountered, strik-
ing savagely with their truncheons at all who resisted.
Ome of the revolutionaries, yeceiving a blow which cut
his face open, caught his assailant by the throat; and
Donovan, p-icking up a chair, shouted to the rest,
“Don’t let yourselves be arrested, men. Follow me.”

The chair descended with a crash on the mnearest
policeman’s head, then upon another's; and all the
rioters quickly seized like weapons, making such play
with them that they momentarily drove back the
police. ~ From the body of the hall new recruits
clambered up to join the melee, where the din of

Llows and curses grew louder every moment.
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Th
en came the crack o
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revolver barr a pis
police hadalgeeizni}ei{med in al;:;;;‘)l_ :fﬂc]l all at ol ; _
:élrence was followed ESp Soate and 5 ollindﬁ’:. ; already beaten. They could not stand against the su-
ewed the stage wit] }dﬁ murderoug f“q_“em‘s avg perior numbers of police who crowded up the platform
Mark  stood by } 1 dead and “'Ulmdoal ade, whigh stairs, and in one overwhelming rush swept their adver-
platform, endeav:) ."}e Professor near L2 . garies from the platform. Those who were unhurt rapidly
thrown down or Oilﬁllllg_ to ]’1"(*\'(-;-119‘ ] A Wing of th icked themselves up and some of them resumed the
comrades fel] | erwise coming o I”m from beiny fight, struggling hand to hand with the police, who
them. ack, and he felt th ;arm‘ Now pj had been carried over the edge with them, or firing at
“Let me hel 1at he must join the main body above. Others sought to hide themselves
not safe here P you down, Professor among the mass of the audience, which was now mad
We can't reac e my hand an ?' he said. ‘g4 ; with terror and rage, for bullets fired by the police had
"No, leave ﬁ; tI}\]Je stairs.” d drop to the ﬁ'mrs_ struck many ‘men and wa.)‘men down, and they crushed
With them hefore ‘Eir,k- Join your friend i (‘:;; another 111]1 p-:n;w Cz{ltf tnte ]101_"329551\;;0“8'?5“6 dfocg&
A g 1t 1s toq 5 "lends anc en joined by the defeated rioters tne misery of the
sake ;Se’t }(;ilst; o;nthone mUmeIrit.e. Bt : CScapt non-combatants \f‘as increased b?n—fo-li. tHlthe;.‘Ec
. 1S whj 5 but come, : only chance shots 1ad flown among them, ut now the
th;r a']img the Professor’ le you can” For ay poli{ze were seized with that rage for murder, which,
MarII{J &;;tfom’s edge. T‘i arm, Mark drew hj ! in other times and countries, has so often disgraced
man’ssaaggeréd, but, reﬂoxfe crowd surged ag.-;im EOWards armed men when dealing with an _unarmed mob. They
with g I but al] at, Onred .himse]f. l"etainlil?s them, made not even & pretence of p}cklng out the fugitive
the floor stiffied groan, py, (;e 1t slipped from ?th(’ old revolutionaries, which would indeed have been 1m-
A / ofessor i 118, and, B possible, but, pressing to the front _of the platform,
6 ht?‘rk KOOIt Tesids i: sank upon poured volley after volley from their revolvers into
g., ng crowd which i him, heedless ; the dense crowd below. The slaughter was appa,lhn_g,
ﬁh?t is 17 he &S]E;';atened to Ul“lTsh tille Swe;.ying zerIId. Ma.r}ft groa:ned 1 Tfith ra'gﬁ a.tsl he t\;;ltr;essﬁ;i r1:
18 ¢, anxi hem hotk. Thrown from the plab orpa with the others, UEsEe
bﬂ:eagt"’ g‘?}]end Mark. 1 4 Xlously. “Te]] me.” wained his feet and fljaught sturdily till bis ammunition
mln’d;” he si % rofessﬂl" D km SI}%J ShOt thr ! ?,\;3_5 exhausted Then, gl‘a,ljplillg with one of the
and Gog 1ghed, “Gt, s 0ke with difg ough the ) - e, - B B
: less L 1s a good eng : culty. “Never police, WD was 11 a similar plight, 1€ :
hen his pe 37011_ : G‘Oﬂd-bye Mark : on the head with a truncheon, which knocked him
Were covered ad fell back, p e Rown,  After s few coconds of Semi-unconsclolsnEss
his olq friendlth blood, e & ark saw that his I he opened his eyes and looked around him, and was
-fOT im; g, mlast; fﬂ:rewelll I:_‘-EW that he haq ie IP; ahout to rise, but immediately Ijealised that 1t‘w0uld be
mngs for which tmf ering thDucrhOI more could be dar aseless folly. Strewing the floor in every direction) were
the fight, ik his yag Ho ‘tig t, gulping (g Qg friends and enemies, either wounded or dead; and his
he alwa . all the i tme,  Meredit f fe‘:i]' first thought was for Domnovan, but Donovan was no-
u 'ays carried T group 1th joined i & i ¢ he
Ing it, omly f, 4 revolyer up of revolyt; i where to be seen. He had then either fallen or had
€S80r;  hut Thj or fear of dl: and had refraj jinaries, heen ca,ptured early in the fight, for Mark felt sure he
fired barre] a,fl:e care had be:ml.’g fire upon nted from would not endanger the lives of inmocent people by
Was possible E _bﬂil'rel a8 fant I vain, anpq he Pro- trying to hide among them. Tt was scarcely possible,
spite of a swb%od“tlnguish fn's as he coulq flow he that he had escaped, and for Mark himself there seemed
.' O resistance ?ﬁd from fOe,’where it very little hope, though he ardently longed for life
¢ A reVOlIJbiom“i'esut‘ n and liberty to take part in the drama which was open-
=8 Were ing om this dreadful night.
| - N
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fears for him would have been less
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“T'ohfre are you going!” il s e
:;Nons{;ﬁk for Mark.” S *
e isense.; Y.
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cnate te ad pvone r him to-nicht”
IR gome, and she bwrst into pa
surd,” St 1Nt .
puppy, ﬁe}ed}f}gu?ned' Wilkes cold] 0 pas |
but I believe he. is killed there ig 1V“
. was horn for bl }_0 great harm done,
ging. If that is his s

e plent i
y of time tq say good-bye. But

hy Stel‘icg

“If that young !

Ma.ry sob rter’s wants f

. wants thinki
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Y plans concern ittle fool,” he Cde no answer.
Mary lookeq up . W hether y ontinued irritably.
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“You don't dare not to,” blazed Mary. “If you
[EEl your promst you will be Ialled.”

“T might have taken that view half an hour ago, but
not mow. Mer 1ith and some of his friends are dea
or out of f and, though there are doubtless
others left in :iat rat-hole who might shoot or stab me
on a dark night, 1 can provide agaiust that contingency.
T shall have Ziu1 ber 79 Hobson-street surrounded with

e and cvery 10D in it arrested to-night.”

Tfhen Mary realised, with unavailing bitterness, what
mischief she fad done. Those few chort hours between
today and bto-mortoV made all the difference.

] grief, she fiung herself upon Wilkes

e

Frantic ¢
and clutched at his arm.. S Den b don’t, don’t do thegt.
For pity ¢ ke, Don't have them arvested. T will

do anything that you ask.’

“pnothing?  We shall see.
] released himself
and seat :mself te write,

hope and iread.
Presently he faced her.
one of which g

Permit me for a mo-

from her feverish cluteh

Mary watching him with

ment.”’

«Tjsten. Here are two
written oes to my sub-editor.
Which, depends on you- First, 'T am called away S
urgent business in connection with to-night’s tumult.
Print Carter’s account of the affair, and also, as in-
structed; Grainger's lecture which occasioned it." "

Mary gave an involuntary sigh of relief.

“Do not be in a hurry.” he saad~ lhe other 1nstruc-
tions read: T am olﬂiééd to see the police imme_diate]y
in order to arrange for some important arrests 1n con-
nection with to-night's outbreak. Print Carter's
account, toning down his version of the police con-
duct. Do not prinb Grainger's lecture, but break up
type. Now which is it to ol It liesdn yout hands.
ie]l me what you mean.”

«Well I mean this and yo

flattered at your importance. ]
to print that lecture and precipitd

orders,

u should be immensely
T helieve it @ mistake
te matters, but I
ou will come home

will do it and take the chances. if v
to my house to-night.”

“And if T do not.”

“Then the second mote goes to

friends,

the printers. Your

such of them as are alive, will be arrested
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They were standing near the head of the steps, and
Wilkes puﬂed her towards him. She wrenche.d her
wrist away and then —did _hg r}\'vrba.lalnce himself?
Did she fall against him! Did she del}heratcly push
Jim from the sill i At the time she gave it no thought ;
afterwards she coutd mnot, did not W_l?\h to tell; bub
somehow Wilkes tumbled from the sill to the cobble

stones, forty fect heneath.

t sensabion was cold curiosity. She leaned

Mary's firs ‘
over, wondering 1i he were dead, and was just able to
distinguish & Saotionless heap below. Then she felt

relief, as if some awful weight had

an acute sense Fo3
heen hfted from
he discovered.

. then wild fear lest, she should
ibly some one had seen them ;

leard him fall;" he migh e
11 for help.

I

perhaps someone had

living still, and ca
Possessed with enly one impulse, to escape, she fled
down the stairway, shuddering as she passed by the
body at her feeb, “and yet unable to resist a searching
glance to learn what 16 could tell her. 1t told her.of
death, but the horror che felt was mingled, not with
pity, but relief.

Small barred and dimly lit windows looked out on
the courtyard from the lower stories, and behind them
she could see machinists and compositurs at worl_g hut
none-of them had been disturbed. A little gate 11 the
corner was open, and creeping qui(‘kl_\_’ to 1t = Mary
passed through and fled into the night.

CHAPTER XXIIL
THE ATTACK ON NUMBER 79
had no thought but to put
and the place where Wilkes
turned to the stars, and,
t, she hurried on, starting
ed, though reason

For a little while Mary
distance between herself
lay with his ghastly face up
not caring which way she wen
with guilty fear when anyone pass

told her there was no need to be afraid. Quite pos-
sibly Wilkes's body would lie undiscovered until morn-
ing, and, even were it found, there was not of mecessity
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moth was failing;

ali

+ tell me what you are g

1849

Mary had left the doorway forty yards
Leard footsteps following her, and
So did her pursuer, She fancied
ror seized her; and she began td rul
;peed, vainly seeking some open house
But it was of no use. All the build-
1d silent. The man ran faster than
2 firm hand gripped -
dragged her backwards, panting and
with terrar.
whispered 2 beloved voice, and, look-
om whom she had fled.
s arms, she found her voice
d launghter.

at last, in

.__not a prisoner} Oh. tell me you
Have 1 found you at last?”

or say that 1 have found you,” he
You did your Very best to escape
really Mark —alive, and witheut a
: doing here?”

ought her back to earth and its grim

“Wilkes is dead.”

“PDead !
“About half

“Good heavens.
Mark, it will.

“Yes, yes,

he gave orders !
just before he died.’

“Well, we are well rid of him.
What happened to him ¥’
“T killed him.”
Tmypossible!

is dead!?

Yol
you mean i
Mary clung

“Don’t shrink from me,
He swore that, unless

to me.
Brighton with

79 surronnded,

near an open

kiss me; WwWe struggled,
Jnow whether T tried to Ikill him or mot.”

{o him and hid her head

When did he dieuf“

an hour ago.

Then the lecture won’
It has gone
in writing that 1t must

t be printcd."
to press, and
be published,

But are you sure he

For Gods sake tell me what
on his shoulder.
Mark. He said brutal things
1 went to his house at
ht. he would have Number
and every one 1n it arrested. Then,

door over the courtyard, he tried t,o
and he fell. Truly, T don't

him to-nig
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ow what you can do till you try.”
lv don’t try to love me as much as
and absurd. Now

ayou don't kn
smiled Mark. “On

That wounld be impossible

love you. : : 5 s n
leb us go; I think it will be pretty cafe by this time.
his arm, they wended their way

Mary clinging to : ]
through the silent streets, for though lights burned in
many windows, Jowing that the inhabitants were
aware of the I ¢ tragic doings and disinclined for
o now abroad excepb in the im-

| of the Town Hall, where awe
.d, asking one another what it

meant and whati th day would bring forth.

Mark and M with the egotism of love and youth,
almost forgot troubled world about them in the
wonder and happiness of being thus together, and they
agreed that henceforth they could never be parted.
Mary was oub off for ever from her old life, Mark from
his. Until events developed further Number 79 must
be their home.

“Tt is a wretched home to take you to, dear,” said
Mark, “but I have no other. and T don't know how long
T shall have even that.”

“How can any place be wretched where you are'
Home, heaven, and all those mice words only mean for

me your arms, whether there is a roof over us or not.

What a wonderful thing life is when you are loved.”
“Ten’t it? I hate to think how short it may be.”

“Don’t think of it.” She clung tighter to his arm.
“Let us make the most of what we have, and hope
for the best. I want you to take care of yourself be-

cause you belong to me. and not to run any unnecessary
risks; but you know T am as anxious for you to do

fine things as you can be, don’t you Mark?” I have
never asked you to keep out of danger when you
thought you ought to face it—have I, Mark?’

“No, dearest, no. You have been a marvel of cour-
age, and helped me no end.”

“T love to hear you say that,”
won’t run into any danger that
abﬁcéuﬁ?lyﬁthink you ought to. Will

ol
“Not. one?”
“Not one.”

=]

L fol still

she sighed, “and you
you don’t absolutely—
you, Mark?”
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- They hurried torward, almost abandoning hope as
the smoke thickers d. and there began to dart through
it long tongues of flame. When they turned the
second  cormer they found themselves in a street
rapidly filling th people who issued, wide-eyed with
wonder, from tae big dwelling houses on either side.
They had been long awake, listening tearfully to the

i them, but of which Mark was

struggle w i so near
yet ignoraut, and only now, when all seemed quiet
again, were they venturing forth, their curiosity con-
quering their fcar.

bewildered as to the meaning of it all

Mark was
|y stumbled on a wounded man lying on

until he neariy
the footpath. Another, app:n'eut-ly dead, lay on the road

some fifty yards from {he conspirators’ door.

“Then vou did hear shots,” muttered Mark.  “They
have been fighting here. Oh, why was I not ‘sconer !’

“pPhank heaven, youw were not,” sighed Mary, in spite
of herseli. Then she clung to Mark. “Find out what
has happened before you go any further. Perhaps the

olice have captured the house. Don't ghrow yourself
into their arms.”

Mark hesitated, sorely troubled. He could not de-
He could not twrn his back on the burning
house withous learning the fate of his comrades within.
The gesticulating throng in the street evidently knew
little or nothing more than he. Then flames burst from
the upper windows, and’ in their light he saw a sight
that lifted him to hope again from the depths of des-
pair. Cooper stood on the footway warning off the
bystanders, and directing men—men that Mark knew—-
in carrying out goods from the burning house. .

“Tf there has been a fight, at any rate we have won,
he cried excitedly. “Come on, Mary; let us go tol our
friends.”

Cooper greeted them warmly.
Captain and Miss,” he said.

gert Mary.

“Right glad to see
“T feared you was

vou,
done for, but reckoned we had better save what we
could.” :

“Pell me quickly what

“Quite right.” answered Mark.
has happened.”

“Qomeone MUS
likely the mal

t have split on our hiding place. Most
that followed you. Anyhow, twenty
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Mary pressed his hand in mute sympathy. He turned
to her with a sic smile, and suddenly an inspiration
came to him. ; <

«Mary,” he burst out, triumphantly, “you are our

i o house— Wilkes's house! You shall

good gemius. Ne i Vi .
o there to-night. after all, but not with Wik
all of us.” |
Then, turning to Cooper, who stood stolid and un-
: tter and mect

moved : “Coopet tell all our men to sca
store 1in Maloney-street. There are

outside the o1g :
horses and waggons there. Take them, break in the
store, and load up with all the provisions you can
lay hands on—1flour, biscuits, bgcou-—anythmg. Then
wait for me. Don't let any outsiders know where you
are going, in case the police should come down on you. ¢
about yourself?

“A1l right, Captain. And what 3 _
“T am going to risk five minutes’ talk to these people
here. Some of them are our sort and might join us.
T will follow you to the store.” ! ]
“Don’t risk waibing here too long. ,Things will go
wrong if you are caught.”
“T won't get caught.
em know houses near,
v we have

Take the others away, and if
any of th where friends live, let
them rouse them up and sa arms and a safe
place for men who will join us.
“And the lady!”
“T stay here,” answere
“T want you to go and
for.” said Mark.
“No, no,” she pleaded. “Let me stay. Mr. Cooper

can find it.”

d Mary, promptly.

show them where to make

“T might if you tell me where it 1, answerﬁd Cooper,
with a grin. “But there is no time to waste. :
Mark had not the heart to senq Mary frqm him,
and to her rapid directions for finding Wilkes's house,
he added, “Take the Brighton road, Cooper. We shall

catch you up; and in case of accident don’t wait. Seize

h everyt,hing in it, and sib fast till you

the house Wit ]

» how things are gomng.
seoc;oper mjgs the others from the house,
i numb
augmented by fello
SympathiSEI‘S

dded and joined ; : :
ors had been by this time considerably

w workmen from the workshops and
from the neighbouring dwellings.

7 i
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all the daring deeds of late times,
1o risk death and brave authority;
n their improvised platform,
ckeround of smoke and flame, had pathetic
reinforcing the fervent words.

wded about the pair when they des-
ad, and though many turned back again
d fire engine which rattled up to the
;. many men, and even a few women,
followed M: nd Mary as they took their way towards
the appointed meeting place Some quickly fell back,
ashamed or afraid of the passing emotion that led them
they Ikmew not whither. save that it was dangerwards,
and yet there was left a band of recruits, determined
to abandon their old life and cast in their lot with the
self-appointed leader, who so confidently promised a

new era of freedom.

that he planned
abandoning ease
while the boy and girl, o

against a ba
picturesqueness

Hundreds 1«
cended to the i
to watch a hel
doomed buil

CHAPTER XXIV.

THE REBELS MARCH TO THE SEA.

hours of the morning a strange pro-
ong the roads of the coastal
suburbs towards the beach at Brighton, where Mark
had so suddenly determined to raise the flag of revolt.
There were carts piled high with merchandise, accom-
panied by crowds of men and women on foot, all
marching blindly forward under an impulse which
they scarcely understood. They were wretched and
hopeless ; life offered them nothing in the future, and
was becoming even narrower than in the past; and
thus, when the band of revolutionary enthusiasts
roused the sleeping streets, calling on all free men to
join them, there was a marvellous response. No family
ties, no ambitions, no treasured household goods, bound
the Socialist people to their daily toil. The most it
could offer was food and shelter. These confident dis- -
turbers of the midnight promised as much. On the
side of deafness to their call were the habit of obedience
and the fear of authority ; impelling response to it were
latent love of liberty, and some almost hysterical
emotion sweeping cautious fears awav, Not one of the
motley throng, with the exception of Mark, Mary, and

In the small
cession wended its way al

N
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There was nothing now to fear from the police, who
Sonld, scarcely venture Uupon indiscriminate massacre,
even if they came upon the scene; while he had suffi-
cient armed men currounding the booty to beat off any
proba.bla attack. None, indeed, was probable; he judged
it almost certain t hat the bewildered authorities, even if
they heard that suburban streets were turning midnight
into day, would wait for the morrow to learn what it
meant, and to take measures accordingly.

Marching steadily forward, he told off men now and
shen to seize other vehicles, and loaded them up with
plunder from othor stores which they passed. Cooper
wished to fire the looted buildings in order to strike
panic into the officials, but, though sorely tempted to
show his power, Mark rofrained, foreseeing misery to
helpless people in the destruction of food and shelter,
with danger to life itself should the conflagration
gpread.

But another daring thought took shape in his brain,
and he determined to execute it. Half a mile inland
from the road they followed lay an armoury, and his
new recruits were becoming so NUMErous that weapons
were not available for half of them. They had jour-
neyed for an hour and a half since leaving West Mel-
bourne, and now Mark was wounted on a horse talken
from bthe stables looted on the route. Ile had ridden
in his boyhood when his father was a favoured official
and he felt at home in the saddle. Riding backwards
and forwards along the flanks of the procession, giving
directions, hastemng stragglers, encouraging waverers,
with a cheery word for all, he folt exceedingly proud of
himself, thrilled with the joy of leadership, to which
the fact that Mary was near to see and sympathise
gave an added zest. She rode upon one of the baggage
waggons, accompanied by ceveral other women, among
them Cooper’s sister, a motherly woman of fifty, with
whom Mary immediately made friends.  She lived
near the store in Maloney-street, and had always sniffed
disapproval of Cooper’s revolutionary views, holding it
foolishness to get hanged for creatures whe wouldn't
say “Thank vou;” but when she learnt the events of the
night, she told Mary, she had reckoned that if Provi-
dence gave her a mad brother it was for some wise

.m‘
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and the two field pieces; horsed with four
issued from the cross road and joined the
rear of the column which proceeded on its way.

Then Cooper iouiid time to tell Mark of his doings.
There had been v difficulty at all. Only a gua-rd of
ten men at the armoury. The man on sentry go was
half asleep, and cid not wake until he was knocked
mconscious With sifle butt. The others surrendered
without firing ot Afters the plate Swes in his
hands he had wraoed for horses.and carts, picked up
the new recruits ‘ood men—at the same time.

®Amd what did youw do with the prisoners?’ asked
Mark. “I hope vou didn’t hurt them.”
| them in the cellar of a

“Oh, no lecked
stay there till morning.

“0god enough, And was th
armoury !

“Plenty. 1t made me sick
all we could carry; might have took another gun OF
two, but had my doubts if we could use them. How-
ever, just to make a clean job of 1t and lind of waste
nothing, I set the place alight before I come away.

“Cooper, you arc a jewel.”

“T had no orders, bub it somehow seemed the right
thing to do,” said Cooper complacently. “I reckon the
folk about that neighbourhood are having some first-
class crackers and fireworks to keep ‘em Jively by this
time. You can see a bit of glare in the sky over there

now.
“T should think you could. Hullo, what's that?"

A mass of flame burst cloudward through the smoke,
and Cooper seeing it answered lacenically, “Explosion.
Listen.”

A second later the sound came
there. .

Cooper commented once again:
was that much powder in Melbourne.
right for keeping it in such a fool place.”
~“Mark felt anxious for the houses round the ar-
moury. but their inmates had been given fair warning,
and he could not blame Cooper for dealing the Gov-

ernment such a blow.

ammunitian :
horses each,

store. They'll

ere plenty of stuff in the

to leave it, bubt we took

to them, terrific even

“1 didn’t know there
Serves them
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be embodied. I would have
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This was

the insolence 1ts tone,

spect[ul words. Tle frowned and reddened, but con-
trolled himself and spoke courteously. The Vice-
President s advice would have his earnmest: attention.
The Council would meeb again at nine in the morning.
For the present it was dismissed, and he would take
such immediate action as 1aight be necessary on the
police commissioner’s report of the West Melbourne
arrests.

It was long after midnight when the report was
made. The President: ceased wearlly from dictating
letters and telegrams to his seeretaries, for dispatch
throughout the Ccﬂumonwealth, and turned to the

who awaited aundience.

Is all well?”

armed and waiting for us,
are captured. Some of
nnihiliated. Only

Commissioner,
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them were shot, but the police were &
one constable, and he wounded, has returned to the

barracks. The building, however. has been fired, =0

the conspirators are driven oub of their ]air.”
“And what . end? Is 1t possible to

do you recomm
capture the men who escaped to-night?”
“We can identify none of them except this young
Meredith. He must have escaped from the hall, but was
ouse.”’

not seen ab the 1
“He should be taken if possible.
«We are doing our best. | I have sent another squad
West Melbourne, and other men to search his
the girl Jackson, whom he is

also those of
with, and the house of the late Professor
know nowhere else he can harbour; an

the arrests!

He is dangerous.”

to
lodgings,
often seen
Grainger.
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and with tears in his eyes softly kissed his dear g

dren once more.
Meanwhile hig wife

cushioned chair baci,

her palms, thinkin

meant. A word i«

Should she spe 1k

of him, but with 2

stood leaning her arms on @
with her face tightly clasped in
thinking. She guessed what it
. her would change his intention.

He adored her. She was fond
pitying, half contemptuous fond-
pess; and she ambitious. She h'z_\d rearl}ed t}]e
highest summit . could reach with him, forcing him
herself indeed up tO that height; and she was still
young and beautiful. He was not equal to the stress of
the times; lie must 2O ander: whereas she felt that
in the upheaval she divined was coming, magnificent
possibilities lay open to the man wlth_streugth {nd
will to grasp them No, she would not interfere. She
would let things take their course. But she could not
bear to remain in that rooil, so near her husband’s
study. She hurried away to the other end of the man-
sion, to the |iu:-u1.m'shof the servant controlling the
household, instead of calling him to her. There she
directed him concerning the packing of her goods. And
all the time she listened.

No sound reached her ears, and she had
just returned to her boudoir, when she heard confused
voices from the official rooms; then doors gpeued;
there was a knock upon her own, and a t_remblmg mes-
senger begged her to come instantly to His Excellency &
study. Instinctively she knew what she should find
there. She followed the messenger with a firm step,
and majestically acknowledged the grave bows of some
of the eouncillors, who hushed their voices 11 the hall
through which she passed, but when she reached the
study the woman and wife triumphed for the moment
over the creature of ambition, and she burst into a

torrent of passionate tears.

a
<

however,

o and closed eyes, lay

Her hushand, with white fac
back in his chair, lus life ebbing rapidly away. A ser-
to staunch the blood which flowed

vant vainly trie i ' us.
from a wound near the heart. The timy Pls.wl -mh
O i 1% ik ‘g om 1he floor, and the Bishop, ] \"
arrived to attend the Council meeting, Imelt epldg
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At any moment they e:cpected to be attacked, but
the hours went by, and long after middav they were still
andisturbed. Those hours were not wasted. Foraging
~ties went ount lo > the stores in the vicinity of
all the provisions & 1 fnel which they contained, some
of the more daring pirits venturing miles from the
camp in the di m of the metropolis. The only in-
dication Mereditk bad that the authorities knew any-
thing of his ement was the fact that no trains that
morning cae » the Brighton railway line. After
a time, indeed, they could not have done so, for one
of the rebels’ [rst precautions was to tear up a long
length of the rails a mile from the Brighton station ;
while the station itself Mark occupied, being determined
45 secure its water tanks and its stores of wood and
coal. As more and more malcontents flocked into his
camp, the late comers bringing confused rumouts of
slaughter in the city by soldiers and police, Mark
gradually extended the line of his defence, fixing it
finally between two points, one half a mile north, and
the other half a mile south-west of a headland near
the Brighton station. which was the apex of an angle,
something greater than a right angle, formed by the
beach line running in the directions hefore mentioned.
The sea thus guarded the camp on two sides, and
along the exposed front of a mile or more, which crossed
the Melbourne railway, Mark set hundreds of men to
work in digging entrenchments, and loop-holing houses,
posting his two guns S0 as to command the two main

roads from Melbourne. ¥ i
Cooper seconded him ably in all his work, and the
few other men personally known to them he appointed

to subordinate positions of command, which were 16
copnised without question by the men who joined his
company. Some of them indeed skulked and idled
when set to solid work with the spade, and showed a
tendency to indulge in mere looting and destruetion
when sent in search of provisions: but they did not
openly dispute the authority of Mark or his lieuten-
ants, and mever ventured to disobey any distinet

command.
half pa
three thousan

st one in the afternoon there were nearly
d men and some four hundred women
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withi
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newly appointed ;31'? ‘\Fﬂct”}g affairs with “'" bl
and a bottle olé ,-O cers, bringing with her ‘number Of
e a\t{ln& She persuaded hin-“-: ‘i()ll'ne e
tree in a 0'&{1‘(121 they lunched togcthe]" ‘ fd](" g
F2 Suvcezs th,n near at hand, He w :-Li‘ 1 a pine
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e htr positive wonders. L e - n
most of t i ust these peop e M
over the tfl;ggl'n(;?‘,t‘ten all throu;}hopl%he Fh_“y are
that would at the camp, and e fight’
Mark saidmt;iket vou shudder.” {sine in S
tionari T b D
bl‘in.uifgses Szla,)}]?indld fellows, who :fljl‘lildfounc'l the
“Ah” she si O;Gdar‘lother through thickSt‘""k o s
all dead. T’hf;gv ex,' bub the men. you knand 1
ciples and ideals vere the exceptions. They ha e
you could t \.a-nd they tho - ey had FEg
uld trust them. ught, That was why

k Bu
now the people, Mark, Iik?a fihzss others! You don't

you know.

heart ;‘I‘:d {T'he jtnlreaucrats_‘_y_au g I belone to them.
least. They nklalrrllnlc{;_ﬂm"k God fol;-e ii— S oancrablg
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«] pelieve you are partly right,
Mary. But we M ope for the best. And anyhow it
had to be. I wou rather we had 200 men such as
those we have lost Fhan 3000 like those who have come
to us. But we ¢ 4n’t turn them away. You'll see me
President vet, in reformed State, sO cheer up,’ he
added, smiling.

“Vou deserve
Jissing his hand
“T say, dor’t @
an know. T
we let alone =0 long

As Mark spoke fhe sound of half a dozen vifle shots
foll on their ears, and Mark sprang to his feet. “Hullo!
They are cOoUMDE at last,” he cried, excitedly. “One

kiss, sweetheart, “there’s no one to see.

She clung to him passionately‘ and he gently released
Bimself. “Go back to the camp, Mary. 1 will be there
when 1t's over. Yes, J&5 1 will take care of myself.”

e loft her in the garden «obbing, and ran forward
to the entrenchments. where the men Were laying down
their spades and ceizing rifles, sOME of them already

firing, though no foe was to be seerl. 3

Nevertheless, there could be no doubt that some
hostile movement was on oot. Shots had come from
the Melbourne side of his defence, and as Mark walked
along the lines. urging the excited rebels mot to waste
ome of the cartridges which they could so il spare, there
was heavy firing from b _ o were still in-
visible, and two of the rebels who incautiously exposed
themselves were hit. Tmmediately afterwards three
shells 1n quick succession whizzed overhead and burst

in the space behind them-

The attack had then begun m
all the cooler hands could do to yestrain them, the
men behind the trenches blazed away furiously, with-
out even catching a glimpse of the enemy. Most of
them had never handled 2 rifle in their lives, and were
anlikely to hit anything they aimed ab unless they

Mark comforted

had masses of men for 2 target ; but
himself with the reflection that on the other side all

Mark grew grave

1

at any rate,” she said, suddenly

that. T’'m nob going to be 2 king.
, must get back to work, Why are

[ wonder?”’

earnest, and in spite of
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They were necessarily for the time being in
smoke hid their moves

retreat, bub a heavy curtain of
ments.
comers who had been in touch with

Trom the latest
the soldiers Meredith heard Tumours of doings in the
city. The Pregsident was dead, and all was confusion.
No work. had been done in store or factory that day-
T‘he_Vioe-Pl‘ec%idf-nt. Phillips, had been given supremnie
authority. The prisoners taken the might before had
peen publicly hanged without trial in Watson Square,
and all the solunteers had hbeen called to arms. It
was said that hundreds of people had been shot down
for merely gathering in the streets, and that several
of the rulirg class—men, women and children—had
been murdcréd in their houses, and the houses fire
by enraged and panic-strickcn bands of fugitives.
Mark shuddered at the tale. The passions of the
people were ot last stirred to their depths, and all
the devils of hell seemed to have broken loose from
them. He was triumphant at the magnitude of the
revolt in which his part had been sO great, horror-
stricken at its hideous developments ; but he was
beginning toO have immense faith in his own personality
and influence. Tntoxicating dreams came f0 him of
ruling the storm of passion he had helped to evok:.
and bringing freedom and order out of chaos.
The fire had put an end to all chance of attack for
some hours at least, and © advance should be
possible through the ssnouldering ruins Mar]: had little
fear of any attempb being his camp during
the night. The Governmen ot of the
stuff to risk such an enterprise. Therefore, leaviug a
small guard in the tremches, he withdrew the men who
had been working hard with pick and shovel, and sent
others under Clooper's direction to take their place.
He and Cooper had decided to make Wilkes's house
their cib e should be beaten back from
their extended line of defence, and round it they had
already thrown Uup a strong earthen wall with a deep
Behind this wall, which enclosed

ditch in front of it.
four acres adjacent to the building,
i and all the ammu-

of the provisions
Meredith and Cooper occupied the house, to

ven if
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fell upon it they could see that one man Was at the
her sat in the stern

oars while anot .
“Tet it come close” said Mark. “Most likely they
i :'1- t]\g‘)' are (‘-]]t'.‘l]lieS J{WL’I Of t]:C'ITL

are friends, an
eannot do mu i

Seon the
L

and Mark teld

harm.’

was onlv fifty yard
gentry to hail it.
cried a clear voice.

s from the pier,

“My name is

“We are friends
TJohn Comroy. 1f Mark Meredith 1s here take me to
him. He wiil know who T am.”

Mary clasped Mark's hand in delight. She knew his
deep regard iol Conroy, and the depth of his sorrow
ab losing him. rlplcndid, dear, is 1t not?’ Mark said,
excitedly ; then to the sentry, “Tell them to row up
to the boat slip. We will meet them there.”

When Conroy climbed out of the bhoat, Mark and
Mary stepped from the darkness and confronted him.
Rach of them took one of his hands and overwhelmed

Mary had not seen him since

him with warm welcome. A
casual meeting on the Dandenong
before, but all Mark’s friends were
had returned from the grave.
This is splendid of you,” cried
for lost, and here you are
| me all about it

d so

their Dairy Farm
months her friends,
and this one

“Wonderful, old man.
Mark. “I had given you up
when most wanted. Come and tel

“Yes, T have a lot to tell” said Conroy, ‘an

has my friend here, Wallace. If it were not for him
I should not be alive.”

“T am glad to see
“Clome with us both o
hear the news.”

answered Meredith.

him too,”
ers and let us

f you to my quart

CHAPTER XXVIL
E OF THE POLICE BOAT.

told.  Left for dead on the
79 Hobson-street, he had
d squad of police, which

THE CAPTUR

Conroy’s story was soon
previous night outside No.

been discovered by the secon
arrived on the scene just as he was recovering €on-

sciousness, and he had been promptly thrown into gaol.
His wound from a bullet which passed through a por-
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;;?Et;fg hflii ne? ha.d.‘ caused gr ot
e » Which his comrade
Wugil weak, he wag not ser
L b‘.: tace was the warder
one other official ang

While the newconmers devoured the food which Mary
prought for thew. Mark plied them with questions as
to what was gong on in the world outside. Wallace
had heard 1t id that the regular troops were ordered
back from Qu 1d. and two or three hundred were

from Gippsland, abandoning  their

already returni .
¢ the refugees in the forests; but, though no

s of blood, and ;
: ok for de 4
“ . ath, by,
..3} Y mijured. &
M.acen I
fl 1 ; W charge of SHi.
11mselt - beiy
imseli- being drafted awa.; ‘
Htalning order, gpg

Q

5 % 'taal']_],ed 4 Z 1*11-0 . it of the
crowds : news thronu : m tim ! pursmit 0 gees 5 ¢
the cit being dispersed with til el 219 telephon: z _ official news Was published, someone 1n the police force
of they’ Tumours of Meredith’ i L 1o all parts of " had told him by telephone that the Government feared
b a'lI_j‘l‘E})za,ra,f:,lcms made bvb {E[ﬂ-l--c -Bl‘l'ghton an(:i an outhreak 1n other centres besides M!albonrne, He
nr(;.y r:;dtyei??l o’clock, ]l'ad'cti:l" ‘L.'"'J“ Lo attack ’him. believed that the ’g-]rm_wps cmﬂdkdn ntnt»]nng;d t,};};;.t.t anf
Of- other Prisonerseihanged’ in L'Gnlb:%: ; W ku)tildm to haye 8&;&]‘: h . ".x‘lh‘l“lfvli["f a?é'mﬁ( ?;)(i'e th(;; h:l(; z:rll}d r{rﬁl]'.h}s
gr;sc?; ven which V,-fa,:l cgﬁgcf ublic square at lugmllmmlb"]fr ] meﬁ‘\ }.J:"I -':u!(; be the {most powerful leader in the
a of confinement, ing the victims from yarigisl Commonwezlth. Mark felt his pulse beat faster and his
hqm'n‘t'er of an ho was to call for him . 0T VAT forehead fingled at the thought of it. Here were two
?ue?rlng iﬂformationutr' y Wallace hagd Jfli .in e thil more Li"'um\.ll._;mtq whom he could trust to help him in
Junior warder, ang o (,onroy in the pl-e—h,lveyed this Gt o Wallace was @ e g1 o G L
: Sonce TN a.'k;.ilihlv and he had given conclusive proof of his devo-

, ha; i
ndeuffing ,the Prisoner, had
L::B gaol office, there
wa,rde;} : outside the daor
g 0 go back to the
» and as soon as his

bhe 5 insid
oor and turned the Zuey\VaHace fad quietly shut

fion to the revolutionary cause.
\ He asked mews of the steamer «Khartoum.” which
was bringing his consignment of arms from Ransome..
and both Wallace and Conroy believed she had just
arrived. Some large steamer was casting anchor
Port Melbourne as they rowed past, and they thought
it was she. There were no berths vacant just them in
the docks or at the piers. -
Here Mark saw his opportunity for a great stroke l,f
it could be carried out that night, while the “Khartoum”
was isolated from other ships and distant from the
shore, and the presence of the two men who told him
t him free to grasp it. Conroy
but, with him and Wallace
the women would be

o tal
1¢ had requesteq hi:orflc‘arl{izince. o

f:ell for papers he had lef;

Wallace £

: oung i
pfa.lnfully made fhoils
the lock-up, Just as
the frong, Five mi

warder wag ¢
ndeavouri
Pened, thr g i
! ough a thick locked Zipolq.a-ln what hag hap-
5 and in th,
se five

o .
er had hidden them-

U
Pported by Wallace,

of the opportunity left
needed rest after his wound,
in the house, he felt assured that W
<afe from insult, the stores and provisions safe from
plunder, if he left it for a time. and withdrew some

men; while the outer defences

systemati frst empty ho :
f;’;oured th:l:Bd;;Chn;wuld 113.;\,& iii:’}t{-;ih they reached of the most reliable
‘-elflsy }_lard discovered Oi;slyg,t.ematic Sem-cha'l, lf’l-l': fortune were for that night in Cooper’s trustworthy ha_,nds. :
uring: out at, sy ler clothes in gh SINg  made. Mark was weary, and  he slept for a lomg time 1n
8 Wik, owing to ?down' had seizeq te bouse, and, the boat, which. “a couple of hours after Conroy's
een enabled tq he calmness of the he small poat ar?ival. I‘mt off from the pier and headed across the
bay towards Port Melbourne. Three other boats fol-
: in them were altogether fifty armed

10Wed- his. and

e :
ake their way to Bh’ghtoi’ they had

P .
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men.  Not a hreath of wind
the hoats went smartly forwa
recruits at the oars. Ip
leader slept, a sharp look-out
danger——danger not greatly to | teared,
sing]e armed vesse] was at the 4

ment in Melbourne . but there
the departure of the little flotilla
observed, and that other craft ugnt put oug to
question, it, Nothing happened, hoye . The coxswain 4
of Mark’s boat knew whither they were hound, and et
did not arouse the young leade, until they were g fow
yards astern of the “Khartoum ” which .<§\\'lm&', at her
anchors to the tide, ki

Mark awoke i

Spite of the f:

for pot a
of the Govery-
U a change that

cht hava been

th a start when the

: sailor touched
him on the shoulder, “Wake up, iy There's the
steamer righg ahead of yg
Greatly astonished, apq refreshed aly, Mark  gave
the word to poyw on;, and the hoatg Were alongside the
sessel before quartermastey hailed them from the
ec

»
oard,” answered Mark, - know my name, and
4% & message for e from My, e

ansome,”’

: He knew already
j rhed in the City, and he could
See 1ifls barrelg gleammg m the moonlight, byt the
men.tlop of Ranso_me’s name F ;‘155(: weight
i their ser_'vme—ﬁimpresed him, and he civilly asﬁed
Mark to wait at the foot of the gangway :

¢ went away ang Presently th, Captain, with
Several of his officerg and men, appeared oy Aotk

“Where is My Meredith 2 called tho Captain from

% Mame of o

above,

“Here, iy answered Mayl standip
’ b = ¥ ’ u .
“Well, Mr. Meredith, iIf you enmeg an hoard ‘along

glad to speak to yoy . but, ]
th " . o B ; LTOU must el
& ﬁeeni‘,:ft? to stand off a little, T don’t like the look

The men pushed off from
Mark, ag he step
to the deck. h

the side A
ped on the ladder, ,, erd from

: . * Ascending
€ Was subjected to Curiong scrutiny ffgm

for possiple
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Ballantyne did not question
plans, but warned him that he
perate enterprise, saying th
greater pleasure than to se
with his sister.
his goodwill, no Jes
glven with regard t,
was 1 the hoats {
meeting again

Mark ab ;
A bout his 5y
7 18 owp

at noti

engaged in g g
i g would give hi;n
€ him safe out of A bral:
: ' S 01 Ustre
Mark smiled and thanked himldiha-.
s than for the Prompt help he i
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While he
Bide the “Khartonss & “pioto" launch 1
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fome to make enquj i Dﬁ.icer cff the water police had
him oreated ag Emé‘]lles& The ship’s office who received
nised that there w. .elay 4s possible, having recog-
their late visior ansstlfg%i tie of friendship between
pelice mpatiently await pPtain, but, while the water

anged up along-
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£ s ;i : d he L
mined to ov:fgﬁfnthf fi,’et Police officey 1233 bhbf dti?éj
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“@g on rowing.’ caid Mark quietly. “And you nther
. & 1"
men get your rifles ready. > o -
“Ship your 0ars at once,” came the vcgce om the
1 ‘Cease i re on you.
launch again. “(Yease rowing, or I shall y

atill the boats lahoured forward. There was a crackle
of rifles from the launch, mow scarcely fifty yards be-
hind, and bullets spattered on the water around them.
“Stop rowing. eried Mark, “and fire.

From two dozen rifles in the rearward hoats shot
after shot was fired at the launch, and a second later
oo of those in front, steering clear of the others which
masked it. also opened fire. Even at such close range,
only one or two men on the police boat were h!t:
Meredith’s followers being mo marksmen; but the twmli
mander of the launch immediately saw that he ha!v
caught a Tartar. Tt was clear that he was _grezlalt.:{
outnumbered hy desperate men. Ne\:ertheless‘ T]he ad
courage, and his blood was up. Calling foz.* full spee:
ahoad he himself took the helm, and, ordering his men
tn lie down behind the bulwarks, he steered straight at
the boat nearest to him. The crew saw the danger
coming. Some seized the oars and made a desperate
effort to cross the bows of the launch, which was met
with a salvo of rifle bullets from every boat of thf;
four. but nothing availed. The stem of strong s}{:ee
crashed into the wooden fishing boat, W os_:
ounwale was only a few inches from the water, a.r;.d_l
gank immediately amid the groans and cursc;s 0 11t~';11
CTow. Qome of them went down; (.1th(=._rs who r:ri;u'
awim struck out for Mark's boat. thich lay close y].
but it also was doomed. The ‘mmmander of the Iaqnc-l
hurled defiance at his enemies; backed the er'lg'rrl.cgeii
anil. swinging round his helm. bore down on the secon
bnﬁb st as the survivors of the first __cn]'llsmn hwerg
endeavouring to struggle on board. Mark’s craft s ?)l‘e1
the fate of its consort: for, thoueh ‘there was little
wav. on the launch after it turned. its weight: and
mamentum were nevertheless sufficient to’can_amze the
fishing hoat when its bows struck the latter’s side.

A vell of triumnh rose from the police hoat’s deck. *

and the eaptain called to his vietims: “Drown like rats
there. You'll soon have more company.”’
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Once more the launch SWung
another errand of destructioy, -
- had spoken too soon, and hig orgfs
late. Over her side were hangi
t3 ease the contact with ships ay
their boat was SIO‘\-’i_\-’ sinking, W
of his men 8ripped these ropes
launch. Tha Surprise w
S with: the oyee
commander, were crouching henagt]
avold the other boats’ fire. Ty, @11, indeed, saw
& head appear gvEn e sida: ayid . uted a Wwarning,
but too late, Marlk Was upon him, and he fell, ghot
through the head, before he could release the tiller and
use his own reyolyer in defence, Then Meredith sprang
down the steps ¢

_ o the engine ropom 2 commanded
the astonisheq engineer tq, stop the launch, which cone,

he hastened on deck again, having seen that the man
Was unarmed., Ryt on deck nothing remained 4o do.
The crew numbered only six iy addition to the officer
and the engineer, and of these one wa. incapaecitated
by wounds, Surprised by t},e Infuriated fishermen,
they stood g chance ; ang, after g sharp and bloody
strugele, some of them dead, some Wounded, they were
all thrown oyep the hyl he sea. - Marle il
dea,voured to save the wr . Who lay groaning
on the deck, but he p ate of the others
efore:  the rebels seen l\f[emdfﬂ]'g voice.

i they were making
ng any man whoe
ere ugly scowls
€ way, However,
harply . “That jg enough,
A ; one he
alive ; and he ig the engﬂge:rndwhn
g prize to Brighton, oW, take the helm
Someone who gy steer, and Jet, us see‘if ;
any of onyr friends,” Vel

the Commangg.
undep way tog
» fenderg, intended
blers, angd, while
nd half 5 dozen
ered on tg the
because g the
teman  and gl
tiae  bulwarks tg

oo

and
as tomplete
ption of the

0y

might remajy on  hoard

_ | firing when they
ugele on th? ch, Meredith
to return ang help in, the Tescne, with
* the hoats ang the Cantureq ‘Vessel

ind to Steam lmi
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ir ¢ es alive.
picked up five of thelr1c(;1f11roalfle S
between them Fr the others, a mf“.t e
A little aIJa"tr ' nse of a dark Ob'lmf s
crew caught_fu o “._m:_a answered by a s .].ml'“-iuing
light, and his encth was  almost g('m :hlhim s
poor fellow s W striving to 1ea;‘e(‘ble i
arms Lug-‘,_l("‘““ ‘,‘_,,.k. ju-_;t, in tlime. t—,.ﬂ,em_ g
gk i le .|1.‘ the oar held ml”F o g
e v 1. one of the cre e
s gy Ther

it was slowly

hoat hook stan

= ¥ a1 C
wn in boal
ling up to make the
ling

rescue sure. T
upturned to him.

vl face o ;
o2 on the appealing d if it ain't a blasted
B . e eried, Tblowe I Trouble wasted,
“\Vh}-' 45 '; one of our lot at all.
jceman—~no
policer )

; : the

S vily struck Y

but he]‘t. & the boat hook ﬂn.d e There was a cry

., ] % :

He] hlﬁtﬂl“”‘“ head with the 110ué]]r1 then the water
wretched man's an;

oro . 1t all
f fear, a chastly thud, a g murdered man ; bt
N be y & = i

! ed the h that went
= swallowed th soarse laugh
gurgled '”xﬂwro drowned in a m:}ll_‘\qrd it. From the
other sounds ¥ at’s crew. Mark hes d but helpless
up from the h(]j(1 ‘l ad been a sickene
deck he ha

F E _-ning WOt
Tary's war
a.ntllc f,eop]e better than you,

launch’s de raoedy,
spectator of H]-E. ﬂafelfhma tl
came back to him : rin ! 1
Mark—and if they T after
His heart was hezﬁ}a er NOW W
g the murdere

asolved on rs and
tiny and disaster; but.:;h];:f: he f“'anSfen:dczi?t‘i‘nSO’ 1]19
iny a on. € ? 1d, Ao -
establish dlstlpllmiolat.s to the 1aur}ché-1:;p. with a sailor
Mg Mo all speed for bis cn
= 1f 13 P
Jatter adrift, W

. who
phe prisoner o
d his own eye on ine rere putting
at the wheel, aIl\(iln;;{S Other Steamlzoiii \;o save his
controlled the ];’*;i and he dared r;oﬁ,gre enemies that
craft at U :

night.

1 ttempt
is victory. To a
ey ould result 1n mu-

q his best to
punishment of doe-

f encounterin

CHAPTER XXVIII?.

UTINY AND ANARCHY. S
i voices fell on the e
drew up to the pier,

: mour of angry
A distant cla it meant, Mark leapt

h
<« as the launc
dventurers as 7h 2
e :igh(iargndering anxiously what
ana,

- .y
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asho‘l’e 1
3 azlmOSt- into the arms g I' \\_[ I
B ), ~ary

was await] :
- ng his i
. return in Jacksoy, why

sister, commpa, 5

“Thank God Gt Coopey!

L . =0d, you A { I's
claspmg His havd “_‘hﬁ\( come at Jaet

nd.  “Somethine dr E‘;.“]t‘ she criag

g dreadfy CLled,

In the camn. :
r o I”"Pl‘eliing

; 5(1)*: igt.)uml)}te?;l atbacked!” asked M. i
ha‘ve gone, < y sf%]dlers or police, .lzlt.lir' [;IH;]L
b ho]:[qe ey tried to mul.] Elt Pl
ofﬁthem; s nm,r .Iz:Ind’MI“. Conroy “‘ul({ fle e
Novthfng good II‘I]OIIt know what Hm;' - Sh(mt it
rant, grimly, Tl J be hound,” --om}' \ai‘t‘ -
A wompnlcy re murderoyg (I(l“;-il‘:““‘i]ted v
T wish my poor l-)ro;lls Pad & any of th'?”l SR
The clamoyy 01»m?' 8T was safe in ¢ : Ihﬂmd"I -
E 0k Jingrr, Heb 1, v louder ang nearer .'L i s
left hos el nu?t find out what }tr”"] e
- 01 the others fg.]l?: t0 guard the Tw-l]!cl;ea-nt, P
Prisoner, wh, was thw him, also taking 1}'t?‘nd'm“0d
€ only man possgssi;)‘l‘;:l}g}'ﬂm
SINg  sufficient

knowleq
ol |
. take the captured craft

; e found tp

- Spite of hLig reling ramy, at men were under

; . wWon parts, and ¢ : inder

e b mound s i, 1t Concy.
e . ter

ta the 1 the outer
S08Ne of the Jict. orC Of " and
0
e disturhanco, vgr;dso?enl. hastened
I he reached

Wh{} reco; . &
‘ gnised hj of :
m and made way fcmrell_ll_"iﬂd women,
Im.  Some of

Wanted them

massacresg - i
Perpetrated 1,
comment, by elench ede, the police, M,
: his teeth and ‘fe:{-:g:i macde no
: : his way

bringing offici
clal 15 : :'ﬂ‘l'ivad
pg'l oners with th M the camp
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eed. Presently

‘h the throng with all possible sp
goling towards

o

thro!

he met a small body of armed men strug

the beach, and escorting in their midst a little cower-
group upon whom the rabble were showering

ferce threats and imprecations.

With the new force added to Cooper s, for immensely
ty Meredith's relief he found Cooper alive and in com-
mand, it was possible to put a stronger cordon round
the fugitives; and great was Mark’s astonishment to
recognise among them the widow of the President. pale
and wild eyed, hike a hunted creature at bay, shud-
dering with dread, and tightly clasping the hands of her
two lLittle children, who clung to her crying.

“What does it mean!?’ asked Meredith, astonished.

“Tt means more murder if we don't get quickly to
the camp,’ answered Cooper. “You might try a word
with the crowd. They won't listen to e, but your
voice may cow them. We are not worse off if it don't.”

Postponing his curiosity as to the presence of the
prisoners, Mark called a halt and addressed himself

to the situation, urging the crowd in ringing tones to
n and children.

act like men, and not to terrify wome
“They’re bureaucrats!” shouted fierce voices. “Hang
served us! Down with

them! Serve them like they
the tyrants!” And in shrill wome
dent’s wife was cursed with horrible vehem
death demanded because she was the prou

Mark sternly rebuked the clamour. He promised that
the prisoners should be tried when they reached the
camp and punished if any guilt were proved against
them, whereat for a moment the tumult subsided ;
but presently it rose again louder than ever, drowning
Mark’s voice. y el

“It is no use talking to them,” said Cooper in his ear.
“Let us push on.” : I

The word was given to march again, and the body-
augmented by a fow of the saner spirits, bub
hustled than ever by the furious throng who

lay hands on the prisoners, fought its way
There the little

towards the inner camp.
to receive them, lining the trenches

planks which crossed the ditch at

n’s tones the Presi-
ence, and her
dest, crueilest

woman in the land.

* guard,
more
struggled to
step by step

arrison was ready
on either side of the
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Marlk suggested that they shoyl
at the head of the bay, and the,
make their Way cityward as iy
flashed across hi
save Mary ang
deviltry with

nain with him,
us, he wouid af least
T contact wih the

\

the children
Whioh: the gt
men, hm\-"ever, would not Jisten ¢
had friends in t)e town, they said. 1n4 they were going
to be in the fun, and on the right side of it
“Very well, then said Mark, shortly, “go apd leaye
me here. (1, at once, and 80 quiet]y without waking
those who are asleep. My friends might not  consenf
to the taking of t} :

1e launch. and in any cage there woulg
not be room fqr Al

The men agreed.
without, waking the i
crowded on tg the 1a
from the pier.
deserters any
carried on {

. thHis

The enginee). was quietly called

unch, whiech i}nsmuiiater cast off
Mark haq firmly refused to give the
food, op any ammunition hut what they
il persons,

: saying that he needed it all
himself ; apgq though there Were threatening words and
gestures, the men gave way. T

1ey stood in some awe of
ach for more fight]

vatched the depm'f.iug boat with
; hen he pulled himsgelf together,
went into the house tq wake Cooper and Conroy.
They hearq What he L

ad done, ang approved of it If
& had not acted Promptly, bhut haq sought their advice
the sleepers Mmight have awakened iy
there wonlg 1

ither bloqdy strife, or the

» and had pq stom

For five minutes he

vty Hodvy Legos
and

D
ng.

]

h the delay, and

garm’sc—r_z would haye loined the deserters
m}r, ihere Was nothing for it but tq Make the hest of
mistortune, g,y keep a ti ht rej
who were left. /i i e forty S8
After this Temnant of e §aITISon haq o
3 ri fed,
hard Work put an eng to all discussiop s a,nsde naag;l]don'
ng his secong line of defence as h ‘
his fiyst, Mar

citade]. Thg
: rong] it
WO sides wepe verandahg an%yb:;;g;iez

] o |
. Y chose. The idea haq
m that, doing th I

Possessed. T
Proposal. They

» and eighty desertery
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lined breast high wli-h.sand tbaisc;

‘ hll_fmilarlv treated, while la. 3 ‘:ge;

ng s \ | :

e . up round the sm;:xlrdzah‘om

.g distance of twenty f_\afo.(,jd g

A vere abundant supplies 0-91131-5 s

B ': ‘ of defenders, gnd t',];.;' L{'anks e

e ith ifles and ammunition. 191 firm they

e wnd if the men stood Bt
e ek : .-1 siege for a long time, ag

which the gari .;‘
all the window

wall of earth
and vard, at

illery. The
. e 1 i v.
lTli}:lH hope I_ -"wltl'wl‘."\(ll,'(l L R al-hl'iel‘
even a large force, p

i ) - had taken
the two cuns which Cooper he

: 0
(it ey r shell and n
mob retaine but possessed scarcely any

wreenal,
from the a ok
'a of cunnery. : crowd
o cdec o' © -f r advanced when, from a
18 Iar ad o ]

- ranced,

The morning o in the distance, three mentl?:\j;den
which was ‘t.ﬂlt-m\ﬁl’cr A few yards frl-jr]n Wh{): went
bearing a _‘-,_-ljtfé] 11::(1 called for Memd]t:{lcggace Mice
wall 1}3’\\\. ln‘:tlll\ ;.: them. They bare a A
forward to spe: J

: i them
: sing “him to give :
vard ls. they said, asking s of cartridges, 1n
their friends, f flour and a few L'aS{\ took to go away
5 qog il » = e I =
twenty bag ]l. h they solemnly under
n for which they s
return for wik

d E e e the ouse unme 19:_‘(‘(1.
th op 111 ] hous
ar leav €

ink of doing so.
‘i replied that he ecould n%‘; 1.1111;1(111 B i -
Marg "\ !I’c;lfod for food alone. er B
i o f the poor, and they g Sy 51
the (']“”“lw]lu' (rvﬂlhw B s
starving. Everything

i hat
1 1, saying t
1 iled grimly at th;s. ;}p};erz:d SayinE
s S“ll friznd of nmrdclelst e
g “(:"I'V why did they no teg all their food
e 1]111“;{.‘;? His friends wan
rioters in the city:

. city.
for thariEti id it was no use going to i
ai

been burnt,
The env;ysass bad there, for stores had
Things we

sca.l‘cely any-

e robbers everywhere, : nfittle food and

and GRS “;er All they asked Wa]i defend themselves

thing: to ea ‘:t' n, so that they cou from the ecity,

some ammuni 110 {vho were flocking downTheY spoke for

from the peopie hat they had got. Mr. Meredith’s
and would steal h‘: would come back to Mr.

X X 1d take
(ot gmd&n}e‘i!t.h}tdhv obey orders if only he wou
camp anc 1l 5

them in and feed them. pt
.
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mAgal_n Mark coldly refused t1.:
et_;n W’xthldrew. cursing him ; ] ¥
gnc-in?e. They would come and ¢ .|-‘ i
é e would rue the day miv-'lnl i
Ing men like dogs. e
E'h:.;irfter this episode there Wag
n‘clélji lpoli—cl)ut being kept al] i
*H0CK In the aftern f
Rt ernoon, no ( er {
5 dancey
Hf; I?tr}:?h B]IHT-}‘ and the Prcsici-l-lf
. € dttle chap on hig I
harry WL R [rying ‘o l
l]it.ﬂé glifnt}:o-nb concerning his‘; ;ﬁ-{l?rm‘t hl_m and
help-inb | 30w, important and By ary telling the
be:rangt “thlh householq tasks ['.L C s SO
< Sks, nen all at
evgry nmna\l\callimm the house; and, gri l‘(‘t IODC@ .
L \ » and, orimly g 1
dozen loaded m ‘tU_h]s Prearranged "w'-l"‘. (etorm'lm‘
deserfions haq afaimne vifles beside *.;"v"--\ "feavh h\mh a
Bt Al Tonst 1ors o o> 0° him, for wholel
O ammunition and arm b e sl el

Until dusk the

Proposal, ang
“atening dipg v

e, but, unti] four
ireatened, Map
children; he with

ar

Y Were subjected to o o

from their o and plantations ne : E'a”mg e

Occupied a,nd“;xlzefiati] en‘f’l‘enchrnent;s‘aIn.'hcfl.cl‘;;I Sfﬁefward“

I gaining thejp slﬂ};lt lough‘many of thom.*}w't.]e > dudh

Was a fierce rygh °r. Finally, 55 dar]'n"] fthe ol

once. The def upon the hoyge fr a Al e
: epders fought hay e

o 04l of Toadl, tha ooyt 8 MC0Santly, huy iy i

wall again and

driven from it
BTe. wag a. g} ‘ e

of the verandmhlqort‘ sy struggle at

was lit with «1 u a-ntd s t}t]le el
: . wre 5 -

while the yells of ng}; :':fldﬂ o e

at last t] : 7
e attack was abandoned & t hideous; hut

breathed agg;

galin.  OTlev ¥

Biat their new I,;;%'”“ ONroy ang N

among the slain. > well-tried frieng e&?:]llth deert
, ace, was

Next, i
MOrning came the drea

dead. and
i no : tas ryi
anxions wearineg-neg;}} aPpeared, ’I‘he}:e ofin ing the
'S, searcely one owed many
N of g

without some d
S %8 : A )
Bever again sybjacij:aIZISttr,oat;)r}lfayfg? ugh the LiCh passed

- ;Il-‘. food, the !
* had treated ysts:‘;g: v

weriod of repose, '
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\n. anything was the total ignorance
utter uncertainty as to what

the

of the outer world :

shape events wer taking, and as to whether any

glimmer of order had begun to show 1t.591f in chatos‘

Day by day the little band could see ships steaming

out of the port, and sometimes they tried to signal

them, in the vain hope of being observed and rescued ;
1 ‘away from the stricken city had

but those hastening 3 g :
no time or thought for the handful of untortunates

whose longing eyes scanned the sea. The enemy had
gone from then immediate neighbourhood, and occa-
siopally parties from the house ventured a little afield ;
but sometimes they were fired at and had to beat a

and they never encountered a friendly

hasty retreat .
soul to eive them news of the world. Not tem miles
from the heart of a great city, they were as much
cub off from man as though in the centre of a v:'ilét.er-
ness, except that now and again implacable enemies
advanced against them across the burnt and wasted
land arcund the camp.

Tt was the thirteenth day since they had marrhed_
with such high hopes to the seaside, at the head of
the wretched creatures who had turned on them. The
rain was pouring down in torrents from a leaden sky,
and the garrison were lounging in the house for shelter,
their spirits at the lowest ebh. There were even mur-

murings about marching with a flag of truce towards
1 " g
selves up to any authority

Melbourne, and giving them 1
that might exist; and for the moment Meredith was
too wretchedly depressed himself to care. He would
have even welcomed another attack, and would have
rejoiced to die fighting had it not been for Mary. She
comfarted him always, always encmu'aglng him, and
every day he loved her more dearly. Now she stood
on @ chair by the window, lookl}:.g out over the wall
of sand bags into the pelting raim.

“Well, we have one comfort at least,” she s,.a.id.
cheerily, “it's too wet for" ﬁgh..tlng, Why, .t'hemst a
flash of lightning. Fancy lightming on a day like this.

The words were scarcely out of her mouth when a
booming noise startled everyone in the house. o
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the entr St
e e ;T;};ﬁ(;n(igjltluu of théeonyvey had al e

surged down u S Were at the threshold wi G thrc.ugh
some of them IP‘};J the escort with gvey \‘_.hl?ln the crowg
ey ttamed with drink evepn f Cning foHe
friends of the { ctmd howling improcat; 11ng at theiy
ark the tyrants. LS L IONS S on ST i
and hera)ggﬂg:gﬁwr’\ Who stood by
trenches by N Were swept

bouia guesk;}- fllé; \lw'e;g}lt- of tlhp crowd . apd
against thom gr C'Gb‘lgl], &olean, fiorce .“,"lrl‘ before he
it into the i é‘\' ankmle from her 1 ,:'.-.m,laﬂ thrown
stricken eyes. r‘,ﬂ _‘ur the lady under ‘\-r '”‘}_l‘lfi plunged
& cruel laugh, bm“rll)l ;he turned on ¢}, r' '\I;~ hom-Pr_
calmly levelleq 1." efore she could iniye _lll ren with
head, ey LIS Tevolver and i J them (JOUPGI
the fair hair of ty fell beside thab 61 1o through the
8 e i Washs Most beautiful anq ;.J.',‘I ;:.- victim, and
lood, of the wretchieilm}lljiid in the oo
ag

the President)
Ja st 1ha r. Ell_ts Wlfe
© - AP

tlous womg
an
mud, soiled wi
g 5 » ot ) w]t‘h
shtillie(:ihl:ncfl of C{mtrollmn-“t];ﬁ had] murdered her b
; 0 hig SRIRG the Mol wag oo i
g men within the camip, t”tap_gmw,l?nd Mark
‘ L o0 nive. The croud

5 and Mark ang Cooper,
g 118 arms, managed to
With a haj] of bullets

' two other 1
: maid sery, of the mal
dered wor S ?ena.nt of the mur-
g d probably killed in

bentup pyssi, '¢ People wi
pa ns Ple w %
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to the mob that Meredith had

Tt mattered nobhing
Government and championed their

overthrown the ¢

liberty. To them he l'L‘p‘l‘BS(‘-Hth authority ; he ll‘fld

opposed their will; and, released at last from the

weight which had oppressed them, their one consuming
Jle all authority to dust.

passion was to cruino
For an hour tie fight in the camp raged without 1n-

termission, the rabble showing astonishing recklessness
in flinging theniselves upon the ramparts until the bot-
tom of the ditch was strewn with dead and wounded,
while many succeeded 1 climbing the earthen wall only
%o be shot or clubbed within.  The little garrisonm,
which numbered mot 150 in the beginning, suffered
terrible loss in the struggle. Cooper and Mark were
both wounded, but dared not leave the trenches; and
Mark was beginning to despair, when the shouting was
heard of more people entering the camp, and the foe
drew off to welcome them. After that the defenders
were subjected to a desultory fire, but they were spared
the hand to hand onslaughts under which they wer:

res

well nigh exhausted, being therefore enabled to :
Y and to breathe again

from the miserable work of killing,
in comparative hope. The first use Mark made of the
his defences, leaving & few men to

respite was to narrow ) : en
hold the outer works, while others tc_)lled in digging
trenches and building ramparts immediately round the

house.

At length the din among the defeated enemy sub-
sided, as sleep overcame them, and Meredith and his
friends had leisure to take a little food and talk over
their affairs. Nothing, 1t seemed, could be done but
defend themselves to the last gasp 1f they were attacked
again, and to hope that sanity would come to ths
people on the morrow. Meredith was too much (iia.ze
to yet realise the utter shattering of his great ideas.
He asked how the President’s wife and children came
into the camp, and learned that on her carriage leaving
the official residence its road to the country had been
barred in every direction by threatening mobs, §0 that
had ordered her coachman to drive to the
and finally, finding

the lady }
soldiers’ lines before Mark's camp; :
in desperation resolved on

they were broken up, had " ) _
see%ng the protection of Mark himself, knowing him
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to b
€ a man of authority a,

Mark felt a nono t}

strong eﬂouggafog,- of regret that ﬁut?; -revc-luticmal,l‘es

were safe ang hafi&"e ber; but ai ’llr,_n_l.t had not berd
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should be brougy) tders that the arpm ."'_mt § Motherly
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CHAPTER XXIX.
DESPAIR AND REscyug
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ad changed, as it must change when
lood and vengeance should be satiated,
e he was, holding his en-

the populace h
their lust for b
it was-wisest to remain wher
trenchments against all comers. He believed that he

could hold them. seeing that the mob must leave the
neighbourhood 1n search of food, even though they
might otherwise be still mad enough to attack his camp,
with the desperate fury displayed on the previous
night.

80 musing, he walked round the entrenchments,
noting where they might be strengthened after the
gleeping garrison fiad risen from their rest; when all
at once he became aware that they were rising un-
bidden, and joining those on guard. There was whis-
pering as he passed ; and affer circling the line and
pausing a little to look seaward, he found the trenches
umed his round. Soon he arrived
at the pier, and his heart sank within him on seeing
four-fifths of his party gathered there, and evidently

awaiting him.
“What does this mean?’ he asked, sternly.

rst, but presently a big hulking

ard to act as spokesman.

“Look here, Captain,” he said, doggedly. “This 18
the long and the short of it. Me and my mates are
not going to stay here and get our throats (.'I,Jt We're
going to take that launch and get out of it.

Mark's impulse was to give way to furious anger. He
was tempted to flatly forbid the removal of the launch,
to order the men back to the trenches, and to shoot the
spokesman on the spot in case of refusal But he could
read the temper of the men in their faces, and bitterly
realised that his authority over them was gOTe. Tf he
tried to insist on it now, other lives would be imperilled

besides his own.
«Where do you want
himself. g 3 !
The man answered, in more friendly manner, that
here in the city, away from the

they would land somew
crowd they had been fighting; and they wanted the

Captain and his friends to come, too.

No one answered at: fi
fellow was pushed forw

to go?’ he asked, controlling
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last reached the powder in the cellars, and blowy h
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children.”
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but what could it mean !
pier and gained the berth
as nothing to throw the
the mystery. Then to two
light, so dazzling and over-
vanished for the moment

Their hearts beat faster,
Until they had reached the

faintest glimmer of hight on
of the party came sudden
whelming that all question
in joy-

“Mark!® “Mary!”

They looked up in bewilderment at the sound of the
familiar voices that called them, and, before they could
answer Gerald and Hilda Ransame had raced down the
gangway to the pier.

i Sy %

Late that night beneath a clear serene sky Gerald

Ransome paced the deck of his friend’s yacht with
Meredith, the past talked out, striving to dip into the
future. Hilda and Mary, hand in hand, lay wrapped
in rugs, cramped, bub happy to the verge of tears,
both squeezed into one great lounge chair. The re-
mainder of the refugees, including the two wounded
men of Mark’s following, were all comfortably at rest.

The past, so far as Ransome could tell it, was clear
to Mark now. At Singapore Captain Ballantyne's cable
had caught Ransome and roused his anxiety, which the
owner of the yacht had consented to allay, by sailing
forthwith for Australia at full speed. They knew where to
find Mark, and arrived only just in time. As to the state
of Australia generally, the yacht’s people had learned
little more than that there had been revolt and blood-
shed in every city; that Phillips was killed ; the old
order absolutely destroyed, and that in various quarters
rival leaders, supported each by an armed following,
were fighting among themselves and striving to gain

ower. The attack upon Mark was the work of a
colonel in the army who had gathered some of the
military faction under him, and was for the moment in
{he ascendant. Probably he considered that his posi-
tion could not be advanced or secured as long as the’
man who stood for liberty, and whose efforts had over-
thrown the old regime, remained at the head of even
a handful of his countrymen. While this internecine

* %
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strife raged more or less fiercely 1 all the greaf cit{eg,'
organised work had ceased throuchout ﬁ-he country, ang
tens of thousands of people were st rving.  The lategt
news was that Europe and Japan had determineq g
restore order, and that ships and broops were already
on the sea, bound for the island conbinent,

A T, laughed Mark, bitte: ly—*“1, who thought T
Was going to do something great for my country, am
leaving it a fugitive, after bathing it iu blood, to ses
it ground down under a foreign yoke ”

"Nonsense, man, Don't take it sc hard,” answered
Ransome, encouragingly. “You have done great
things.  You did your best bravely It was the
material that failed—not you. T begin to understand
now that Australia was not yet fit for freedom, and
- that we were dreaming dreams. It is very hard, T

know. But cheer up. All this had to be.” The old
chains that bound your people are shattered for ever,

and you will live to help build up a new Australia on
the ruins of the old.”

Mary glided from her chair in the darkness and
slipped her hand into Mark’s. “Dear boy.” she whis:
pered lovingly, “don’t be too sad to-night.” I have you,
and you have me., T know that you have not failed,
and in time all the world wi]] understand it too.”

The End.
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