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HIS is a sort of travelogue. My credentials for writing it
are these. In November 1946 T left Aus_tralia. for England
where 1 stayed five months. After that I was for a

2 et o AR NS S an O e v R year and a half in Czechoslovakia, earning my living as

mm‘mmsmy "REL et a7 } a teacher of the English language and engaging in journalis-

: _ b 3 tic activity. I also visited France, Austria and the U.S. Zone

'mmmm e e i of Germany, and Hungary and Poland, returning to Aus-

m In The People’ g e tralia last November just two years from the date I set out. £

mm LR B R Heaving a knowledge of several European languages 1 was

mm RS - R able to converse freely with people in a way that wouls
T AR e e s have been impossible if T had had to get around with English 4

: : alcne.

Unlike many writers about Eurcpe I make no pretence to
being unbiassed. I have a working-class bias. I believe that
only the working-class can lead the struggle of the Austrai-
ian and other pcoples for peace, progress and national inde-
pendence in the world today. Thus the reader will find
“liberty” discussed in these pages from the point of view
~of liberty for the majority of a nation, not from the point

~of view of liberty for an exploiting minority; a.nd mm
with other matters. My claim to objectivity
what I write is thus no “abstract” claim but a *
nne,ﬂz. to give the facts of what Imm '




today. What 1is the truth? What can we learn from
Eurcpe? What are the forces for peace and progress in the
world today? Who are the liars?

I had to mix in the course of my work with the fraternity
of Anglo-Saxon journalists in Prague and elsewhere, Most
of them were anti-Labour. . If I did not know something
about how the millionaire-owned press of this and other
countries is run, I would be amazed at the difference in
what I saw and what these correspondents told me they saw
in Central and Eastern Burope, and what we read about
those countries in the papers they are hired to get news
for. As a frée agent hired by no-one I therefore think it
my duty to give the uncensored facts to the best of my
ability to the Australian public from a democratic and
working-class point of view. :

Gerald Peel
Sydney M’a.y 1949,

CHAPTER ONE.

WHO WANTS WAR?

T is not so very many months since I crossed back again

over that “so-called” iron-curtain inte this very different
capitalist world of ours. ;

1 say “so-called” because I have come to Fhe conclusion
this “curtain” is in very different places for different people
according to their class standpoint.

Take me for instance. . i

¥ searched all over Europe for it and could not nnd.m
J found it first at Sydney, when I landed bac!f,. getting
very special treatment from the customs authorities, who
summoned me specially by name OVer a loudspeaker gnd
searched my baggage from top to bottom, i_nside and outside,
presumably looking for Prague bombs, Cominform documents,
Moscow gold, or something equally illusory.

Perhaps Mr. Menzies hit his iron-curtain somewhere else,
T do not know. I understand he did not even bother to gn
and look at things in Eastern Europe for himself on his
trip, although he has come pack a great “expert” on the
People’s Democracies and iron-curtains. But them he al-

was an expert on from. .
Wﬂgls Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland, and in the Soviet
Zone of Austria, I enjoyed complete freedom of movement,
and had every facility made available to me by the authori-
ties to see what I wanted, how I wanted, when I wanted.
Invited by shop committees to talk to the workers aboub
Australia in factories in these countries, I never seemed to
encounter any difficulty in getting in. But when the shop
committee of Eveleigh workshops recently invited .me to
speak fo them on Europe, it was the Railway Commissioner,
b § uneners/t;nd who put up an iron-curtain, and I was not
allowed in, though other speakers spesk there regularly.

That is by the way.




tWhat struck me most on landing in England, where 1
stopped two weeks before catching my ship home, was the
wa;-‘ hysteria. Pra?ctically everybody I met introduced the
::, dJEf_‘,: of war within a very short time of meeting them
R‘ISS; w;s :lways assumed to be war between England anc;
ussia. Porters, taxi-drivers industri
" ial workers, bank
::;;;z;t::‘ockéexchange brokers, scientists and artists, Labour
s, Tory supporters and one's o ] i
B d wn personal friends,
lking war, as if it i i i
sty it were inevitable, a sort of
w:rd?arn?ﬁoie?: :ti coursﬂe to say the English people want
- , they've “had war,” and blitz . i g
young. Nor do I mean all En i i memones e
_ gland is anti-Soviet, far fro
: . : e
El.a 'cl'il'nerei:I is gmwmg resentment against England's being
a base for the Yankee millionai i
ires, a growing move-
ment for peace. But war ° ic i g
panic in E i
e A _ngland remains a fact,
B;xg is there any wonder? From morning to night tﬁe
m;_g;;] .fscrtzams Wa.r‘ danger at them, screams about the.
’ or “defence,” the *“Russian peril,” and so on. The
::spape?s. drum out the same theme, and so do a:ll th
ol er ot;fmxa.l and millionaire-owned means of propaganda .
also, only too often, the pulpit. I ®
_ " 5 remember on the En
ship coming home 2 sermon, isti o
, on Armistice Day of all d
?: day when we remember t'fhose who fell in former ::if
m‘re :Jreat:,he_r was an Australian bishop or archbishop 1
. cge rwh;;:h. who was returning from a European corif‘er
e of churchmen. We had a numb :
er of these church-
Eﬁ: on board. I do not generally listen in to sermons: bl:u
smwstme you could not avoid, it came over every 'loud
e { -
s a;' x;:inke thliishil.a. even where I was sitting peacefully in
e beg.. ; tler's speeches in Germany, no escape. From
wa; be!t;mwmngmm Il;q end of that sermon he droaned about war
Py ai. Iamz;sla _a.nd-t.he west, the duty of Christians:
ag :s t::fzssm for w.restern “civilisation,” and so on
m: ﬂ:{sk ia and officially-inspired war pro.'lawanda-
came g se:c matf:: ;Ee'fnd a half years in a different
wor ! ‘ ople’s Democracies you hardly-e
hear war Alseussed, certainly never in a pﬁnicl?y wa g
¥y, ot
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as something inevitable. I was in poland for a fortnight
at the height of the Berlin crisls last year, and Poland 1s
the most war-devastated country of all Central Europe. 1
met literally thousands of Poles of all classes, Workers in
the factories, peasants 0N the farms, officials, intellectuals,
journalists and so on, and, without one jot of exaggeration,
never once while I was there did a single Polg mention the
word “war” to me.

They would talk about their plans to rebuild devastated
Warsaw in ten years, about their five-year economic plamn,
about the horrors of Nazi occupation, about the new life
they were puilding on the ruins of the old, but pot about
probabilities, jet alone fears, of a new war.

vou see, in the People’s Democracies, there is no officially-
inspired war-propaganda. Newspapers, radio etc. talk re-
construcnon..bui.lding, not war. Anyone who travels in
Europe today. if he is at all honest, whatever his political
bias may be, must be convinced at least of one thing, and
that is that there is no danger of war starting from those
countries of central and Eastern Europe where there 15
working-class and people’s power. The peoples and govern=
ments of Soviel Russia and the People’s Democracies want
nothing more than to be left in peace to build up their new
way of life their own wWay.

It is equally clear that if there is’ a danger of ‘anyone
starting war, that danger CoOINEs from the imperialist west.
When 1 returned to England from Czechoslovakia, and 1 am
myself English porn, I found something 1 hoped I would
«never live to see, foreign bases on English soil in peace-
time, not defensive bases, but bases for mighty bombing
planes, flying fortresses, weapons of attack against Europe.
These Yankee bases are manned by Yankee soldiers in
vankee uniform behaving with all the insolence of foreign
Conguerors, extra-territorial bases of a foreign power on
British soil. I was told in the villages where these bases
are situated you cannot even buy in the local shops any
more with the pound sterling, only with the American dollar.
1Is it the Communists who are in pay of a foreign power,

sell

ing the independence of the British countries? Or R



not the mone
igr-sfhure th{gb:? ulnd :heir bqoﬂickers who are the traitors?
Contrnspting Thape of America or Britain who are or ‘
N peop le war danger comes today, as yestef:n :
s gy oc.;e bul:en;)m the profit hungry intematin::i
monopo]on . ad today stand the Wall St. multi-
Crisis looms in ¥
o co—— ;;xedYa;zkeels?.nfl. There are 41 million per-
e m;d 2} million part-time unemployed there.
R the _home market shrinks. America:
. thjs' s capitalist countries, dollar-hungry, can
N wn: accumulation of American goods, B;.
. inue, and new fi o
i ields
pitalist investment. Hence the drive t:i 1{:;:;1 i(t’lund o
eir mad

but hopeless plan to i
oty establish dollar-domination of the whole

In the Bdovie:Od Union and the Peo
other hand, production is not {. i
e or profit, but for use.
ek Mlglista:?::, o!:o gonnpohes. ‘‘Over-prt)duq::tioi'}‘m:ll')3
o P ¥ 1s meaningless. The more
.mmmm homgmmm = € people, standards rise. That i el
ci v : (:e[se; countries. Their interests are ;e‘::
mm —_— mmlmsat: Enc Europe. This explains why
e LLt = 3
“a;im g apitalist West,” not from the
‘the big capitalists
war mea
ihe people who suffer and die in .

ple’s Democracies on the

s huge profits, p
e e , but it is

)

CHAPTER TWO.

WHO ARE THE IMPERIALISTS?

HAVE come back from Europe more convinced thah ever,

and I did not go to Russia, of the tremendous liberating
force that the Socialist Soviet Union and its Red Army 1s
in the world today.

vou see, it is nobt just coincidence that People's Demo=
cracies have been established in the countries which were
liverated by the Red Army, that it is precisely I these
countries that there is working-class and people’s power
today, big industries are nationalised, land owned by those
who till it, and they are going forward to Socialism; while
in the countries into which armies of the western nations
marched the working-class still faces -great struggles.

The Resistance Movements in France and Italy were, I
suppose, as strong, if not stronger, than the Resistance
Movements in most of the Eastern European countries. The
traditions of the working-class in these countries are glori-
ous revolutionary traditions. The great majority of the
working people actively support their great Communist
Parties. 1%

How is it we find cepitalism still in the seat in these
countries, a government in France which uses the old Vichy
police to fire on striking miners, imports Moorish mercen-
“ary troops from its African colonies to shoot on striking
workers in Franco-fashion etc.? 5
- Why is it the picture in both countries, as in all Western
Europe, is one of intensified class struggle, of strikes, of
\ri.sing prices and worsening conditions for the working
people, of impending economic crisis, which, particularly in
Italy, makes itself shown already by the miserable sight
of beggars on every street corner? :

-1t is precisely because behind the bayonets of the ad-
vancing imperialist armies, financed by Yankee dollars, the

o



old capitalist forces were able to
ity stage a temporar, -
s biglnﬂf}t;i \::;tern Zones of Germany we see reifi:::nzt
Rt . other monopolies which were the back-
R o knm;' I\.:acarthur's policy in Japan is known
B ;) the hundreds of millions of dollars
e dnacth o) y Wall St. in a vain attempt to prop
- B g ot A ;Iou kz.ww of the interventiom
R s & mey t;n American military force and other
s gisnag S e' of the TItalian elections, and so on
. Withdra;m % not I_]ust coincidence that the Red Army
s u\;:-y single soldier from Northern Korea,
. Srsav impeﬂanstpow-er the.re. while in Southern Korea'
gy 5 still l_namt.ain an army of occupabiur;
ey puppet, anti-popular, anti-national Govern-
In every country western imperialist powers have set foot

.
direc the
in, there has been t inte.rventmn in the affairs of

In the countri i
% Rl g,::sw:ﬁih were liberated by the Red Arm
- stern powers were unable to :
. there was no such intervention. S

Power la;
E Theygre:‘,a t:rhep ::t t«):t the people of Eurcpe at that
gy a'do the old capitalist class, and the
‘omu mm;e Sy c.o_llaborat,ed Wwith the Nazis. The
S t.'Ot.he ruling classes had gone to piec
oS do was take over that power the::-
The difference was that, in tho i
::: kind of army, the Red Ar::;r e
i army of the toilers, unlike th'e

it entered, this
the army of Socialism,
other armies, gave no

armies which tried tg

i ¥ n
hamper democratic de elopment, but there was
no inter-

vention

The Soviet Unio
n has all along been scrupulously correct

in her relations to these countries. I is nece,
t ssary to stress

Remember, the
liberating Red Army, when it marched
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the Nazis, immediately handed
dent Benes’ provision'al all-party
Government, retaining only control over military opera-
tions, and left the country just as soon as the job of finish=-
ing the war was achieved. The Soviet ended occupation
while the liberal Smallholders’ Party still had an absolute
majority in the Hungarian Parliament, while King Michael
was still on the throne of Rumania. The Communists are
still a minority opposition in Finland, Russia’s neighbour.
All three of these countries were enemy countries. Is this
how imperialists behave?

1 suppose the contrast between the old rotten dying order
of capitalism, of imperialism f(as seen in those countries
which western armies liberated for instance), and the new
flourishing order of people’s power, of Socialism or tran-
sition to Socialism (as seen in those countries liberated by
the Red Army for instance), is more easily visible in Europe
today than anywhere else in the world, with the possible
exception of China. '

You see, you only have to travel a few hours by train
from one capital city to another, and you go into a com-
pletely different world.

I think a particularly fair comparison is the comparison
between Vienna, capital of Austria, and Budapest, capital
of Hungary, as I saw these two cities in 1948.

Why do I say it is a particularly fair comparison?

As you know these were the rich imperial centres of the
two ruling nations of the old Austrian-Hungarian Enipire.
In the last war both Austria and Hung#ry were on the Axis
side, their young men conscripted into, and fighting in, the
German Wehrmacht, on eastern and other fronts. Both
were defeated nations, both occupied by foreign armies after

liberation.

But here the parallel ends. After the war they took dia-
metrically opposite paths. While in Hungary there is People's
Democracy, nationalisation of major industries banks etc,
land reform, planned economy, end of military occupation,
and re-building from internal resourcés, in Austria capital-
ism has regained its major positions, the big landlords dgm-

13

into Czechoslovakia chasing
over all civil power to Presi



inate the countryside again drawing their big rents from
the peasantry, even black fascists like Prince Starhemberg
who personally directed the shelling of working-class areas,
when the ecity's workers, first in Europe, rose against tas-
cism in 1934, and which I saw still smouldering when 1
visited there a few days after, has been given back his vast
landed estates, and Mrs. Seyss Inguart, wife of Hitler's gau-
leiter in Austria, has been given back her property too,
there is still military occupation, the country’s economy is
in anarchy and subservient to foreign, and satellite-
domestic, monopolies.

1 spent three weeks in Vienna Christmas 1947, and again
three weeks in summer 1948. It was over thirteen years
since I had last been there. What a change!

Vienna was not as badly bombed as London, but the
damage -struck you much more forcibly. Great mountains
of rubble blocked the very centre of the city, little attempt
had been made even to begin clearing this rubble away,
let alone re-building. No work had been started on recon-
struction of any of the destroyed bridges across the Danube
except one rebuilt by the Red Army. Tt still looked like a
battlefield. Austrian life is all Tubble.

No country I saw in Europe reminded me more of colonial
conditions than Austria. Only the rickshaws were missing.
Thin, undernourished and haggard, in threadbare clothes,
Vienna's citizens slouched along.the streets with familiar
colonial gait. The standard of living, according to official
figures, when 1 was there, was less than 50 per cent. of pre-
war, as against 13€ per cent. at that time in People's
‘Czechoslovakia.

You walked down the famous streets of “Gay Vienna.”
Shop windows were empty. You saw no displays of meat
in butcher shops for instance, like you saw in the People's
Democracies I came from. The old eafes and restaurants
were closed. It was a dreary picture.

I will give you an idea of the ration. On both my visits
I lived with Austrians and drew the ordinary ration.

Our meat ration consisted of

one quarter of a pound of
meal per

head per week, and this meat was canned meat,
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canned in the U.S.A., canned horse—me?t. You s:;
Americans do not eat horses, so they are canning thf:m ;he
shipping them fto Austria; which is called Marshafll-md!; :
t was a minute portion of pork as
only other meat 1 g0 . 2, i
ci i last time I was there
enecial Christmas ration, and ; ; -
:nall sausages for the whole month's rﬁtlon. Tt.us wa; z:i
only fresh meat I tasted while I was in Austria, an

only meat that was not horse.

When I was there this summer they had ngt n;i;dm 1:::;
issue of potatoes on the ration for .three mont S“d gy
are the miserable rations of synthetic ‘iat.,, soap ?.a.l i
from boiled-down concentration camQ fuchms con 1§ca 23
the Allies from the Nazis, unappetising egg-powaer
of goodness knows what, and so oOn. g

ou could go down the streets 1
bu?nc:v;?yt:ching you desired off hawkers, not‘1 lfn.\ygjm:‘?;:?
cigarettes, real coffee etc., but chocolates, milk, eti t:he cml_,

all those things which should have beet_l going o P
dren. This is the blackmarket. To give ‘you Bl
the prices, I remember one old lady ’oifenng me oo
used to call a 3d. bar of c‘nocolate,_I think they ;re s.himngs
days, the price, equivalent of fifteen Australian 5

s 'ou can see the working people cannot buy these things,
iﬂtyonly the wealthy and those who have blackmarket

ney. The workers live on their starvation rations.
money.

The saddest thing in Austria was the chﬂdlz:sgé h'i'l:;:
would see them playing amongst the rubbler.mel e
starved things, with hollow sunken cheekst, W N
little pot-bellies, most of them suffering from d,o m’;
and other complaints of undernourishment. t'll;t;:yanve o
laugh and play like other c.!ﬂldren. thzyf aI:‘edian nddiés_ -
for their years, they reminded me il i
never expected to live to see such a mghmm e
Europe, least of all Vienna. In the

the whole time I was in

t is something I never Ssaw
:'::choslovskia. a child on the streets wit.hou:o:::sss.wwhhh
is saying a lot, for you cannot, and never thak
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of even England, let alon
5 lone some other Euro
either before or since the war. 'pean
m,dl We::t to ch.ildren’s camps. It was sad to see the boys
e girls .pouncmg hungrily on the dry bread, and tea
h:,u ;at;t, ;;mlk o; sugar, which was their evening meal JIn
omes 1 visited for working-cl e
. -class children,
th: progressive movement, he'ped by the Russians 1'-:::m:g
f:e i{;}:;plieilgz;om charitable organisations abroad tl';ey told
children put on, on an avera; :
: : y age, seven to eight
lt);il;m:: w?ght in four weeks. I checked o'n the charts :nd
as true. How their eyes lit up when they saw their

meals brought in, soup, tinn
X ’ <] i v
What luxury! d meat, jam on thein bread!

countries,

It was just before 1 went i .
to Vienna the first i
: tim
the ’r'mv.v curre‘ncy reform was carried through. Th : I.h.a'i
form” finally tied Austrian economy to Wal St’ o
When I returned last sum :

; 1 mer, after being aw
zqecly_nth;s, it appeared at first that ZMxa‘r.'sha.ll-aic;g wasa:t Tﬂme
e::ermg some goods. The formerly empty shop windeaSt
:vn ¥ ;1:: st;)cked with a profusion of goods. Some rest»ac:::s
cafes were open again, and ; a
milk, cakes without coupons. ; bk

But I soon found out the truth
. The black market withi
fancy prices had moved into the shops and become ;:;th 1:;3
a.ble' b '_.[?b.af. was all. It is still technically illega) Rer
Ehmg is done about it by the authorities ;
grey market” now in Vienna. :
Formerly police would “mo
ve on” the hawkers, who
then Mckl; ba:zk to t.h_eu' places one by one after thew;):ld
w‘h’dmmemp. oW it is a more high-class affair, and <
w. in and buy like anyone else : s
But, while “grey market” 1 : ;
orices may b acti
g ¥y be a fraction .
e old black ones, they are still fancy, and the »ﬁf

ers still have to live on their mij
miserable starvati
fact things have got worse rather than e

but no-
They call it the

of some rationed goods have been ra.iEehEtter' because prices

sevaml. workers told me they could no
all their ration today, let alone make

d by the authorities.
t even afford to buy
erey” purchases. This
16 :

is what reliance on foreign imperialism, what Marshall-aid,

means to the people of western Europe.

The first time 1 was in Vienna there was still little or no
unemployment. Lasl summer this position had changed.
One day I remember I spent at home in the flat. Six dif-
ferent beggars, out of work, came knocking on the door ask-
ing for money or food. At a youth meeting 1 attended in
Lower Austria, near the Czech border, of twenty-four youths
present six had lost their jobs the week pefore, and eight
more knew they would lose them the next week. And no
other work was offering in this district.

vou see, everything is subordinate to the interests of the
Wall St. millionaires. For instance, the Austrian Steier
Motor was one of the most popular small cars in Europe.
Now the Steier Motor Works are not allowed to produce,
competition for American cars.

It is.reckoned there are one and & half American army
rucksacks on sale in the shops of Austria for every head
of the Austrian population. That is Marshall-aid, dictated
dumping on credit of Yankee junk which cannot be disposed
of at home to “satellite” countries. '

But ounly a few hours by train from Vienna you come
to Budapest.

Budsyest had a terrific bashing during the war, under-
going three months siege before it finally fell to the Red
Army, the Nazis defending it street by street, house by house,
in order to hang on as long as possible to their last oil-
fields in Austria. It is the worst battered city 1 saw in
mid-Eastern Europe outside Poland. 3

1 drove all over Buda. Nothing remains but empty shells
of its once glorious palaces. The more modern Pest, on the
other side of the river, also suffered great destruction. Every
single bridge over the Danube was blown up as . the Ger-
mans last act of sabotage. I met people who in those early
days had to walk thirty miles to get from Buda to work
in Pest. g
The Germans stripped the factories of machines. Over
2,500 machines had been removed to Germany from one

1 =52




factory alune which 1 visited. The X
of Hungary's livestock out of the ycmtﬂftiy.the .
After~ liberation the country went through probably th
most’. terrible inflation of all history. The director of Budaf
pestfi larges_t factory told me how, when they started pro-
duction aga.m after the war, the wage of hundreds of thous-
ands o‘f inflation pengoes the workers received was onl
:gxot:;)ohc. One egg, for instance, cost 20,000.00(1,(]()0,00(],lj
me,ir é :_)::111?2:_& The factory _had to feed the workers and
But while Austria, under four-power occupation and
lv:larsh_tall—aid Government, went the way of reliance on outa
side imperialsim, much more battered conguered Hun ar-
under Soviet occupation, long-since ended, and a Penf;:le.?s:

Government, went the way of self-help, building anew from

her own resources, the way of New Democraecy.
w-'Is‘h:he re::lﬂt: Budapest when I visited there,. Spring 1948
pre-war town I had met i i '
.Austrnlia: The shops were full of the \;[;0:11’-:11112:: eolf ﬁt
in unbelievable profusion. You saw hams, chicken g
cheese, butt:er, clothing, shoes, everything fc;r sale, ar?(’i r:h?t’
- was no rationing at all except for some kinds o; br-ead -
;1 liberal one for sugar, and even this has been lifted m:::.l:
wzag;rmian; :vere even sendin.g food parcels abroad to Irlends.
g elped them in exile in England and France, and
riends 'h:.:.d relatives in Austria. Beer was pre-war
3mm m, t. beuthe;f ::lsl 12 ‘per ﬂ.mth' as against Austria’s

i f. ; I. taifls. trains were normal

i ﬂatactomnout s :ci:l;t:dfwele scenes of great labou
uiinam_ i or the people’'s needs. The
city i:' h:i‘sxt:ymﬂ; no blackouts. Several bridges had t:a:n
hrdmﬂ_ e“nmm’11nrt'si;rlx: .wa.s underway on several more.
stdkmgaww < Vienna, all bomb-rubble had bpeen
_ﬂen.rrui. R e h;l;:f buildings could be seen everywhere
mm; ot mw;z;;: functionipg as usuai, with first-
coffee with milk, and n:re tri IHUﬂSaﬂan o o
RS S vioras crean:y frequented by the populace.

The
general impression is of a prosperous well-fed and
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well-dressed, happy people. Real wages have doubled in the

last two years.

You see, Hungary was liberated by the Red Army,
army of the working-class, the army of Socialism, and no
imperialist army set foot on her soil. Talk to Hungarians
about “red imperialism” and- they will think yeu are mad.
But Hungarian workers well know how Soviet Russia can-
celled reparation payments which were her due, and Hun-
garian peasants do not forget how the Red cavalry, when
they left, gave them all their horses, for use on the farms,
nor how Red army men rolled up their sleeves and helped
them in the harvest for no remuneration.

Vienna, of course, was also liberated by the Red Army,
but western imperialist armies also got a footing there,
and under the protection and sponsorship of the western
powers, fascist and neo-fascist forces reorganised their power.
If vou understand this, you understand modern Europe, and
what lies behind the lies of the capitalist press about “red
imperialism” and “western democracy.”

the



UHAPTER THREE.

YANKS AND RUSSIANS

T is hard for those of us wHo connect the stars and SUripes
with the great democratic traditions of America’s past to
realise the degree of fascisation which has already taken
place in the U.S.A. Yet this fascisation is fact. The drive
against the Labour Movement, against the Communist Party,
the Trade Unions etc., as well as the atom-bomb—wannonger:
ing and revival of Goebells-like “anti-Comintern” policies
is only too like conditions ™ in pre-war Hit!er-Germany.’
War-mongerihg, anti-Labour heresy hunts, suppression of
democracy, race-riots, lynchings, gangsterism, the culture of
I;Iolly:vood and the comic strip, is the picture of modern

merica. We should get i
ey get clear on that or we will make

This new picture of Ameri i
% Laghgmonty ca was brought home vividly to

There were very many American journalists stationed in
Prague. They were ngarly all anti-Labour in their polities,
80 much so that few of them were members of their cwm'
right-wing led union in the States because they ohjected to
unionism on principle.

Yet even these people are getting worried about what is
happening at home. You would hear them talking amon
themselves. One would tell another how a friend had wrif
ten asking him to stcp sending letters to his address from
Prague. He was frightened to get letters with stamps of a
mpe:: mri'e:[:lel's Democracy on the envelope, th:a witch

2 gl ose his job. What wer i

There is the same sort of mutual miit:ilsitn g:r ctoll::i!:g ol
countrymen, in case they are consulate-pimps, as there "
among Germans abroad in the Hitler perlo’d There iwas
gener‘al fear of, and conscription by, the const-uate o -

I first saw the American occupation armies on ltha train
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going through Germany, later in Austria. They have all
the attributes of an imperialist occupation force. Gone are
the days of the old militia traditions of the Yankee sol-
diery. Today, in their steel helmets, and swagger much-
pemedalled uniforms, American troops, especially the M.P.s,
are the successors of Hitler's Nazi stormtroops in Europe.
That is strong language, but it is in every respect true.

At night Yank MP’s in the American Zone of Austria
arrest Austrian girls, at random, put them through V.D.
tests, and brand those found infected, on the thigh, as a
warning to G.I. Joes with ideas that way.

Several of the old cafes in the centre of Vienna have
been turned into Blue Light Stations for U.S. troops. Large
signposts on the public streets point the way. Matchboxes
advertising their location, meant for American troops, were
later sold to the public and caused much indignation. It is
a common sight to see the G.I. Joes queueing up without
any embarrassment af these stations, accompanied by young
Austrian bobbysoxers who wait equally unembarrassed out-
side for them. Very blatant business.

Never have I seen in my life such a drunken, whoring
soldiery as these Yanks in Vienna. They are a disgrace to
any nation. Add to frequent rape, petty thievery, armed
robbery with violence and at gun-point etc, and you get
a fair picture of this new “herrenvolk” in Europe. - The
officers behave like cheap “imitation sahibs.” Austrians are
their “natives.”

There were few nights in the Liechtensteinstrasse where
I lived but one could witness animal-like brawls between
demoralised Yanks over teen-age Austrian girls, ana man-
handling of these girls on the streets below. You can imag-
ine the language. You can imagine trying to sleep. But
they are the “herrenvolk” and Austria is for them, not
Austrians. And can you blame these Austrian kids? The
vanks can give them chocolate, shout them wine, take them
out of their hopeless dreary lives.

Disgraceful are the race-riots which take place regularly
between white and negro American troops in Vienna, always
started by whites, objecting to negro men sitting in the
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same cafe with them, or something like that, Then wkite
M.P.s come along and arrest the negroes. I have seen
this with my own eyes. It is a common occurrence, This
is how the Yankee militarist overlords teach Nazi-trained
Austrians their “western democracy.” This is how they
cour}tfzr the Nazi-fostered race theories. No wonder anti-
semltlsm in raising its head again in a big way in Austria!

Behaviour of negro troops, I must add, appeared to me

to be good, and their relations with the populace, as far
as I could judge, pretty correct.
: No? only are these American troops used for political op-
pm_ssu.m, many of them fulfil the role of thieves and robbers
stripping the countries they occupy. This is winked at or
encouraged by their higher-ups who set the example

1 remember some American soldiers on the train t.lhrough
Germany telling me how the lunch I paid ten shillings f
cost them only a few pence. The e
tax free, sell them at blackmarket
times more than what they pay,
furs, ete., sell them black outside Germany buying mark
black with this foreign money, and start the process a,lsl
over again. This is only the *“small robbery” of the “small
iry.” Much bigger things go on whe x
into action. There has been nothin
of the Nabobs of Bengal,

These demoralised American troops are used as political
bashers. I will not easily forget one M.P, boasting h
he ba,st.led up German workers. “The only way to treat &%W
b—=5," he claimed. But then he was only carrying ou:
the policy of his chiefs. These military “policemen” are vey
brave against unarmed workers. How they would sh i
in the front-line is more open to doubt, g e

The first time I was in Austria ;

Y get American cigarettes
prices some ten or twenty
then buy Leica .cameras,

g like it since the days

i:t, ua pt:::o':mt;oy. fol_' the only offence that he haq spoken
B meeting 9! protest organised by housewives
i %, n milkl ration while DP’s in g nearby cam

'e; gettng the milk and selling it on the blackmarke:
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He was a boy with an excellent anti-fascist record who had
been sentenced previously to ten years concentration camp
by the Nazis, but the Yankee brasshats had to go one better
and sentence him to fifteen.

Is this an example of the “western democracy” we heat
posed as against “red imperialism”? Or is not the red
imperialist theory a cover-up for the very real imperialism
of these marauders in Europe?

I travelled right through the Soviet Zone in Austria. 1
saw many Russian troops in Vienna. I do not wish to
sucgest they are angels with wings. But in comparison
with the Yanks, even if their uniforms are not so flashy,
and, in spite of Stalingrad ete., they wear incomparably
fewer medals, they made a most disciplined and orderly
impression, and their relations with the populace seemed to
be based on correctness and decency.

I saw many of the palaces and chateaus which formerly
belonged to Nazis and which the Russians get as part of
reparations. They have made them available to charitable
organisations for children’s homes. I well remember the
comradely attitude of a Russian major, who conducted me
on a tour of a Russian-controlled factory, to his Austrian
driver, whom he treated as an equal, not in the Sahib-to-
coolie way Yank officers do. Workers in the Russian-owned
factories, which they got as reparations, told me what
good “bosses” the Russians were, how they always strictly
observed award conditions, ete., etc. These workers did not
talk like “slaves.” :

To hide their own crimes the western powers invent all
sorts of stories about the Russians. I suggest “slave-labour
camps” come under this category. Of cdurse I personally
have not been to Russia. But then the English and American
press also alleged there were “slave-labour camps” in Czecho-
slovakia. You cannot live in a country like Czechoslovakia
for one and a half years and not know what is going on.
In such a country, as an English-speaking person, you are
at once the confidant of reactionary elements, who assume
straightaway that all English-speaking people are as re-
actionary as they are, and love telling you anti-Government
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Armed workers patrolling the streets af I'rague

By 7000 votes i , a7
es to 10 Czechoslovak t 1O

Py T : 2o rade unionists s, ;i

ftf’?ke ‘:}ft t:lhep (igtttiafdpGovqrmnem and Liecif:‘l]e8 ;:]gi;tfye o o

¢ Works Councils Conference, Februar, qgmi

(See Chapter 4) b L
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stories. But NEVEr once did anyone suggest. L L s
camps” existed there. That was too 9bvmusly L :
1t is natural to presume the stories about f.tussm are
the same sort of slander. A journalist I knew in Prague,
py no means sympathetic to Socialism, who had travelled
widely in Russia, gave this explanation.

Mogt ordinary jails in Rusria, he said, WEre camps. The
criminals worked in these camps, but they Were paid full
award rates for their work, and got holidays on full pay
which all except & few incorrigibles who could not be trusted
out were allowed to spend mn their own homes. There were
no other prison-camps he knew of in Russia, and he was
sure such did not exist.

1 think a little of this sort of “slave labour” would be
welcomed by our OWR ¢eriminals” who, as is well-known,
work *in our jails without remuneration.

I remember well the horror of eastern Europeans wlien
they saw pictures of Australian aborigine prisoners working
in chains.

It is quite clear to’ me that the Russian slave-labour
lie is another hide-up by imperialist POWers for very rcal
slave-labour conditions which exist in many of their owi
colonies and possessions. 1t was Russia which proposed at
U.N.Q. the resolution: “Slavery and the trading of slave:z
is_prohibited in all forms.” There were 22 voices for this
resolution, 17 agaimst, 3 abstentions, and 16 absentees. Rus-
sin of course voted Yes. Do you know that among the
countries which voted No were Australia, England and the
United States of America?

Red Imperialism? I always thought one sign of imper-
ialism was flooding «gatellite” countries with goods. Western
?uro;ze is nndoubted'ly be?ng flooded with American goods.
:.me_ncan cars, an.erican cigare:les, American films, American
comic-strips, Amnetican wirelesses and cameras, ete, and all
,:_-rts of cheap and shoddy ecods besides, are competing with
.ome prcducts on the B iti
kets tocay, threatemilg r::m:m:?x? ‘;X:st‘.ern Europ.e -2 m?,r-

R 5 ny home industries
such as the film indastry in France. g
But in the People's Democracies I saw no signs of such
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mbusesunmpemmn. Rustsia today is making fine cars and
- e,'mhm‘nm a:i s_mwthmg from U.S.A. I have seen them
L e 1;1 the use of occupation troops in Ams-
R mah:‘ao see these ?:ars on the roads of eastern
export cars, the moyreu;d;ra::c:t:;:n t.::e . ﬁl.:id i
i A y produce the more
m@;ﬂcgmbe A:; 1".h|=1r hﬂmel roads. You see Czech cars,
g oy ,sme 'in cars, in these countries, mot Russian
e T m;e; _to other‘ goods, cigarettes, cameras,
gy vk o mal:es mdms‘. toothpastes, and so on,
e : e, some imported, but practically
Russian origin.

Of course there is trad akia
e. In Czecho i i
o ¢ choslov besides
s ﬂy;l can see Russian films as well as AM”:;‘;
-increasing number of Bri i ilms
from other countries. But the Cze;.nsi?mfil,::;: h;nd -
i S expands.
Mmr & m:ul:; d: mﬂtura,l need, they are mot cump:;ﬁpn
e . Similarly Russian books sell there
oot other countries. In the winter of 1947 ﬂ'::
C y 1 Ki o
matnirly;uﬂ::wm e
e bread we were eating, and
dnrn Was.mad.e from Russian flour imported on c;‘:c‘;r
such practical, cultural, and brotherly help as this,
mwhbam pmu:n, trade between equals, is what is meax::nb:
no-one over there will worry about i't.;
@

CHAPTER FOUR.

WHERE ARE THESE POLICE STATES?

\VTE the people’s police of the new Czechoslovakia are &
very different kind of police fo the police of the First
Repuplic who fired on the unemployed Wworkers in the
streets of Prague in the 1930's. We are 4 very different
kind of police to the old police who, as you know, cO-
operated practically to a man with the German occupiers.
Wwe are part of the Trade Union Movement, part of the
people, and stand with you to a man in this crisis.”

Thus a rank and file police delegate to thunderous applause
at the great history-making Trade Union Works Councils
Conference in Prague, February 22nd, the weekend after the
right-wing ministers resigned, 1948.

Tmagine the police of Czechoslovakia marching last May
Day, as we saw them march, hundreds abreast up Wenceslas
Place in Prague, each with a peautiful girl in national dress
on his arm, and the populace wildly cheering and throwing
{hem bouquets. "

Tmagine them lined up in front of the platform and, as
factory delegation after factory delegation passed, shout-
iig: “Bravo for the workers of——factory, We the people’s
police are with you,” and the workers shouting back: “Good
on you, long live the people’s police.”

Imagine this happening in Martin Flace.

1 could tell you of some court proceedings, some arresis
while 1 was in Czechoslovakia. They were court proceed-
ings not against workers, but against people high.up, col-
laborators with {he Germans, plackmarketeers, ete.

Since I have come pack to Australia there have also oeen
court proceedings, jailings, raids of homes, ete. Sharkey.
McPhillips, Healey, now Tom Wright, a Royal Commission
against Communists, not against Wwarmongers or capitalists,
in Victoria, raids of workers', mot capitbnsts’, hemes i
: S




Western Australia, etc. ete. etc. Our “Labour” and “Li 1"
lc::;f;:;mt;:‘l;ztdijzei; tk;n;r police blows against “f::l'kul'::i::;a
g gkl zta ;2 ;S:ence. What hLypocrisy of them to
Police mn Bourke, when New-Guard-like thugs used vi
Vioi=
f;;;e :;t :-16 pc‘)::muulstlelection meeting recently were, accollz-
s t hconsplcuous by _their absence, took ne actinn
puir Aol t-t;gst:m But interjectors at a Menzies meeting
s Amtm“; ath ent. Our police raid workers’ hLomes
et m : :yt aire used .to evict workers trom their
e o '01' a .s the difference.
Feae o maimy[; ice in . the People’s Demoecracie: were
e e ;ogr;n.l’tesxstance Fighters against the Ger-
sl e w.as t;:ed.in a Trade Union affiliated 1o
e i e first step of the Gottwald Govern-
e g e :brua.ry days of last year? It was to
ey %mmnmim:Ei - e;dthe workers of all the larse fac-
wmo.-km marching. = ; sjl;l;e :;t:g :Eehavemseen the armed
- . people’s polie
h;uatreeu Mml:r:ii‘:d as 1 did during those eve‘nrt:gul edaf;:’n
2 ppodngmﬁon ers about suppression in Czechoslovakia
Buande" i bede‘tm:«:e'[l racy, the right to strike,
ol .m — true, what would those workers have
R ‘l:th!' guns. Anybody who knows mdns-
i camm‘;t they would have done. What gov-
ermmmm i mct:t::try would dare to hand out
e s industrial workers in a timé
I
i ﬁdmnktemv:or:;ﬁmwho may have allowed doubts to
s 1B I;'e!en'ihe- smear campaign of the
m"’:. : with me in Prague during
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were nearly empty of staff as the democratic working populace
The working pecple

flocked to hear their popular premier.
were in possession of the streets, demonstrating their power.

What were the slogans the workers chanted? They WEre
demanding that the President ask Gottwald to form a new
National Front Government «without the traitor ministers ™
They were demanding extension of nationalisation and end
to plackmarketeering ete.

Over a quarter of a million people packed the Old Town
Square to applaud the speakers, not only Communist speak-
ers, including Premier Gottwald himself, but leading rank and
file militants, mainly Trade Unionists, of all political parties

on-party, including members of

of the National Front, and n
the Social Democratic Party, and of parties whose ministers

had resigned, National Soeialists, Catholic Party, People’s
Party.

Throughout the streets of Prague tens and tens of thousands
more listened to that great meeting over the street loud-
speakers, and added their cheers to the tremendous applause
of the Old Town Square. The meeting ended with the
singing of the International by hundreds of thousands of
voices throughout the city. It was the useful people of
Prague, not the drones, who were demonstrating that day.
It was the useful people, not the drones, who took possession
of the streets.

That Saturday the people of Prague expressed in no
uncertain way their will to go forwards not backwards. It
was at this meeting Gottwald first made his appeal for the
setting up of People’s Action Committees which were to
' play so important a role in the days and months to come.

You know the background.
When 1 first went to Crechoslovakia in 1947 about 60



Prum i . :
¢ Minster Gottwald addressing the historic meeting in

Old Town Square in snowstorm.

Socialist Ppemocrats together had 51 per cent. of the seats
Political parties had numerical representation in the new
gmeﬁﬂl‘lenf; according to their strength in the House. This
new National Front Government, headed by Kliment Gott-
wald, leader of the largest party in parliament, adopted,
and put into operation, the two year economic plap which
had been drafted and proposed by the Communists. There
was national unity.

But with the very Success of the nationalised industries
in a People’s State, with the success of the Two-Year-Plap,
and the rising living standards of the people, with the
aceentuation of differences between the camps of the old
and the new internally and in the international field. the
top-leaderships of the right-wing parties in the National
Front, who had been supplemented by elements that had
co-operated with the Germans and got into leading posi-
tions in these parties, and were supported by all the racket-
eering elements of the nation, began to come out more and
more openly with anti-People’s policies in the interests of
the capitalists, landlord elements, and blackmarketeers,

1n foreign affairs they urged policies of sell-out to fareign
imperialism. They opposed progressive measures af home,
and began sabotage on the food and other fronts against
the success of the Two-Year Plan. The Communists, 1 &
minority in the Government, appealed at all critical mo-
ments to the mass organisations of the people. As 2 result
of these reactionary anti-democratic policies of the right-
wing leaderships, all conservative parties in the National
Front began Very fast to lose their mass basis.

mectibnswemduztobehéd in May 1948. It becameé
more and more clear that the were going to
greatly increase their vote at these elections. The workers
wmmanndmdwumimmmmnwmgna
People’s State, and who had i what 1t meant
mwﬂmmﬁmmmwusmm-m#,w
showing any signs of wishing hmﬂiw.
were demanding extension of sation. The r

mmmmmmmmmmghﬂ.

to lose it and others were demanding further ¢
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through of land reform to give all land to those who tilled
it. Communist branches were recruiting thousands of new
members, not only in industrial but also in country areas,
often whole branches of the other parties being reported
as going over en bloc to membership of the Communist
Party. ¢

All Czech and foreign journalists I knew were convinced
the Communists would get at least their minimum aim of
51 per cent. of the votes and seats in the new Parliament,
probably considerably more.

In this situation the right-wing top-leaderships of the
non-working-class parties saw that their only hope of re-
versing the clock of history was to stage a palace revolu-
tion, armed coup with foreign aid, before the elections. This
covp was to take place before the rank-and-file trade union
conference mentioned at the beginning of this chapter,
which was being convened to discuss the ever-more urgent
demands of the workers for further democratic advances,
and before the farmers’ conference to discuss further land
reform which was to follow it the next weekend. That was
why they struck when they did.

This was their plan. The resignation of the ministers
of the conservative parties was to be the signal. Traitorous
elements these people had placed in official positions, with
picked co-plotters, were to seize strategic points, including
gerodromes (many officers in the Air Force were National
Bocialists), centres of communication, radio stations, public
buildings ete. \

They believed President Benes would give sympathetic sup-
port, perhaps direct aid, they thought Foreign Minister Jan
Masaryk, an Independent, would resign with them, they also
banked on Social Democratic Ministers, or at least some
of them, joining the anti-Communist bloc. They were en-
cograged in this belief by a victory of the right-wing by a
small majority at the preceding conference, resulting in
replacement of former premier Fierlinger by Lausmann as
party president, and removal of T.U.C. secretary Erban from
the executive.

The plan was to present the President ‘with this coup
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detat and then get what they called a “caretaker govern-
ment of officials,” to run undemocratic elections, similar
to the set-up after Munich.

If the plan had succeeded it would have provided a con-
stitutional excuse of a Government Majority, which, though
it would not have reflected the will of the people, would
have made it easier for the Americans to be invited in
to help “preserve law and order.” The Yank Ambassador
had made a speech a day or two before which clearly
indicated the go-ahead. American occupation forces in the
U.S. Zone of Germany, by the way, were mobilised all during
those February days on the Bavarian border ready to march
in if invited.

It is interesting that on the very morning the crisis broke
out a report had been delivered to the President by Minister
of Interior Nosek and Minister of Defence General Svoboda
on extraordinary measures against a flood of foreign spies
from the west, viz. from the U.S. Zone of Germany, a con-
siderable number of whom were from the renewed staff of
the Nazi Marshal Guderian who works for the American
occupation administration.

Subsequent events showed clearly that the reactionary
plotters, at whose head Ministers Zenkl, Sramek, Lettrich,
Majer, were so deeply involved in plotting that they were
negotiating for surport of foreign imperialist forces for
their treacherous plans. Nor did they care that the forces
responsible for Munich were once again breeding German
Imperialism and trying to produce a new Munich to sell
out Czechoslovak independence.

On February 23rd, Slovak Democratic MP. Jan Ursiny
was charged with maintaining connections with the foreign
spy and agent Durcansky, and betraying military secrets to
him. More such exposures quickly followed. Those leaders
of the ploiters who managed to escape, immediately sought
refuge in Munich under the wing of the Americans.

Nor did foreign imperialism even buck at stooping to
murder in its interference. During the Sokol celebrations
& Sudeten German and Czech emigre band of terrorists were
brought to earth, after the arrest of one of their number
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for progress. Above all they failed to understand the unity

and maturity of the Czech{‘islovak Trade Union Movement

which was decisive in those days to come.
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Friday night, February 20th, the Ministers from the Natienal
Socialist, Catholic, People’s and Slovak Democratic Parties
resigned. Premier Gottwald gave a short speech that evenr-
ing over the radio announcing the mass meeting in the
Old Town Square for the next day.

On the Sunday morning the above-mentioned Trade Union
Conference of Works Councils commenced its sessions. It
was no ordinary conference of Trade Union officials and
delegates. It was a monster conference of rank and [file
delegates from right off the job in the factories, mines,
offices ete. throughout the republic, the biggest and most
representative conference of its kind in the country’s history.
Officials were present but it -was the rank and file dele-
gates who had the vote.

The most remarkable feature of this conference was the
almost complete unanimity of these delegates, made up of
members and supporters of all the political parties in Lhe
land, and of non-party people.e Voting for the resolutions
was 7,000, against 10, T.U.C. president Zapotocky, Commun-
ist, and T.U.C. secretary Erban, Social-Democrat, spoke at
this conference with one voice. The working-class of Czecho-
slovakia was united in February. That was what, more
than anything else, ensured the victory of the peoples will
February showed again, that given unity, the working-class
is invincible. In this too is a lesson for Australia.

Cunferenc_e demanded of the President that he ask Gott-
wald to form a new ministry of the National Front, accerd-
ing to the Constitution, but without the traitor oppositicn
leaders who had resigned. Conference demanded, not a
return to private enterprise, but the extension of nationalis-
ation to include the whole of the wholesale industry and
foreign trade and all enterprises employing fifty people or
over. Conference endorsed ‘Gottwald’s call for the setting

up of People’s Action Committees. Conference called for a
one hour general strike for the next day throughout Czech-
slovakia, which, in the transport sector, to prevent disloca-
tion, was to be only five minutes. This was a token strike

with the threat of extension if the erisis was not quickly
and democratically solved.

1 was in Bratislava, in Slovakia, t‘_ne day ch t;};:ng‘i::;
hour General Strike. Never ip n}y me tpiv‘;e g
such complete Trade Union s&liﬁ:;slty ;:dsll‘;;d £ frm.n i

Union © .
;'cla;mb:; :.]\Jvagraﬁf Prague. The only preparation dfolr : ‘:11;1:

tri‘he was the bare announcement of Confergnce- ecis: i
SYet not one factory, not one mine, not one pffice in C:gc fzr
slovakia worked for that hour. All transport st‘[?pp L
five minutes. The rank and file responded to. the cai o
the conference with complete unity. The working-class

spoken. ey : -
p'I‘hose were days of great mass initiative. The printers

in Bratislava of the reactionary Slovak D.em’ocrat paplf:r,
while I was there, refused to continue printing tm? iei
and slanders against the trade union movement, sm:t;ﬂ
to what we get in Australia, any lon‘ger; @d when s
party bosses refused to cut them out, seized their p:t(-:ss, El:
in conjunction with the journalists, pbrought out the pap

es telling the truth. : :
th';[;:flh?jllowedgthose great days of mafs.s demonstra.ti;)in ::1
Prague. The great demonstration outside the Pres 21; ;
palace. The great demonstration in Wenceslas Place m :
Gottwald report on his interview with the President. Mingling
with the enormous crowds were also the h_mndreds of t.ncsus-l
ands of farmers and country folk in their picturesque national
costumes, come to Prague for the great farmgrs‘ conm'e:ﬂ
which was to meet the next weelkend and which endor
thetradeunimdecisiunsbesldm making its own demands

xtension of land reform etc. ?

iml}:‘om could mistake the people’s will who saw these
mmmmpeoplawem in possession of the
streets. And it was the Czech and Slovak peoples who were

“ ﬁwthWmemmmm'

party is inconceivabie.” He was a great ally of the m



class in those days, yet later, so low are their lies, foreign
newspapers tried to make out the Communists murdered
this important ally.

Old President Benes, liberal-nationalist of the old school,
Was not 1 think very happy about the way events were
going. After all he belonged to the class going out not
that coming in. Those demonstrators outside his palace were
not bankers or university professors, a bit rough and “un-
cultured” for his taste, not quite the type that frequented
his drawing-rooms.

He delayed, tried to find impossible compromises, but
things had gone too far for that. Eventually the old gentle-
man had to make up his mind: Give credit where credit
is due, he eventually did his duty by his hation, ‘asked Gott-
wald to form a new Government of the National Front,
which was the correct constitutional procedure anyway.

Gottwald formed a new all-party government, without
the traitor ministers. This Government, which included in
ministerial posts T.U.C. president Zapotocky, Communist, and
T.U.C. secretary Erban, Social Democerat, went to parliament
where it got a large majority in a vote of confidence, later
receiving an overwhelming majority in the demoeratic elec-
tions which followed the February events. :

This was the “bloody revolution” in Czechoslovakia, the
“Russian putsch,” The only blut_)d, in spite of all the

-horrifying  stories in the foreign press, shed on the streets

of Prague in those days of ferment, was when one ot a group
of opposition students got into grips with a policeman whose
revolver went off (no-one seems sure how it happened whe-
ther the student or policemap actually pulled the trigger,
but everyone knew it was an accident) inflicting a slight
flesh wound in the student’s leg.

The people’s will had triumphed. Democracy had
triumphed against those who wished to  stifle  that
will.  The plans of the plotters of palace revolution hag
failed. ;

And it is this people’s power, where the people are the

wolice and the police are of the people, that our rulers so ,

fear. Hence their lies about “police states.”
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CHAPTER FIVE,

WHERE DEMOCRACY MEANS ACTION

I suppose never in history has

. : a government i

. put into o -

. dc;g :1: quickly demands of g Trade Union confexl'): %
€ post-February Gottwald Government in Czeclr:ze

slovakia. It is o accident that the premier who succeeded
ede

beople or over were nation
of this conference, and this

When 1 say overnigh
8 bolt out of the blue,

: was done overnight,
, I mean overnight. Tt came like.

on the *“cultural front.»
factories, Overnight thes
l?oor fellow, only hag hi
live on from then on,

ile Was also director of thirty-six
were all_ nationalised ang he,
S Benerous income gag g lawyer to'
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“ihat do you want?”

-

factory in the morning and find a worker standing there.
“1 want to get into my factory.”
“Oh no you don't, there’s a national administrator here
now.” You will see the boss was thus unable to sabotage the
works, cook his books, remove his banking account, or any
other of his tricks. The coup Wwas too sudden for that.
This is how the people took over the people’s property which
they built with their own labour.

That morning when I went to the privately-owned lan-
guage-school I was working in the other teachers told me:
“We have a national administrator here now.” Who was
it? A girl typist in the office, active trade unionist all
her life, fighter in the resistance against the Germans and
concentration-camp victim. She had, temporarily, all charge
of the books, banking account etc. Later of course some-
one more experienced in the educational side took her place,
but the first need was democratic reliability to prevent sabot-
age and ensure smooth- change-over fto people’s control. ;
That day I lunched at a posh restaurant frequented by
journalists. “How are you?” I said to the smooth tail-
coated headwaiter. “Very well, thank you,” he said, "I'm
the national administrator here now.”

Similar steps were taken shortly after on the agrarian
front, so that today no-one owns land in Czechoslovakia
except those who till that land.

'You have heard a lot about the Action Committees which
were set up during the great February days. They have
been represented as being “prutal organs” of a “police
state.” What is the truth about Action Committees?

The important thing to realise is that they too were the
creation of the Trade Union Conference mentioned ahove.
Gottwald at the mass meeting the day after the ministers
resigned called for their formation. The Trade Union Con-
ference took the initiative in organising them. They were
called “Action Committees Of The Regenerated National
Front.” That is to say they were real people’s committees
of democratic action composed of a given number of repre-
sentatives of each of the political parties and organisations
which make up the National Front but excluding of
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all traitorous elements who were conn ir i
directly with the February plot. S dl{ﬂﬂﬁll’ ol
The foreign press painted lurid pictures of purges carried
out by these Action Committees. Part of their activity was
of course, purging. That was necessary: For instance m
many _government offices and organisations Supporters ot
tpe traitorous plotters were in strategically important posi
tions where they could do great harm to the nation v
I remember whex; I was in Vienna at Christmas du;a to
my own fault in omitting to get a return visa beforf" leaving
lfrague, I had some trouble getting my papers in order .E-
time to return to my work. The consulate went to a lot $
trouble and got the matter fixed up for me telephonicall
One high official in the consulate who spoke English, ‘;1“'3’\

ever, seized on this incident to try and use it against the

government which employed him. “Write that up in
newspaper,” he urged me. “If is this red-led govern s
we haw.ve thalt causes all these difficulties. Soon  wi me‘_u
be getting rid of it. We have our plans.” That was g ‘f’lﬂ
servant speaking about his own government in office :muv“
'I_'h_ere were many like him. Worse, high gover :
officials were implicated in the armed plot, papersnmmr)
lfouncl in high gco_vernment offices with instructions a";(:!;z
nsurrection, showing contact with foreign militar h
arms dumps found in civil servants’ and other,s'- hy £
Action ('!ommittees were given the right, which t.l;‘em&
2;0 ;mmedlately suspend such people from their pgﬂﬁﬁ'
'people were given two morgys holiday, imm
operative, on full pay. Of course ere were’sam e
too of tt‘lose directly involved in eriminal operaﬁ:marmm
g:cmt::nditgh :‘:e pl‘ot_._ but arrests were Pbolice, not A‘c(::"):;
A ponsibility. Every case of an empl
om] of an organisation suspended by an Acnl;nwe(‘: =
ﬁ = ﬁetgf be referred to thle_ Central Action cumnu:t];:
ol g employees of Ministries also to the Mjmsm:
mm 'y had all rights of appeal. In the case their
was upheld they were still generally given jobs

in the same field as bef.
. ore, but where they could not dc

44

P N »

on Committees were not set. up in
There were no Action Com-
mittees in the factories for instance. In the first enthusiasm
workers in some factories did set up such committees. This
clashed with Trade Union democracy and they were dis-
panded by the Trade Unions.

But this necessary work of «purging” was not the only,
or main work, of the Pecple’s Action Committees. 1 will
tell you just one story to show their function.. It was
the only time I, in my own person, had business with an
Action Committee, and I was not purged.

1 lived in a small township over an hour by fast bus from
Prague. I had a two-roomed furnished flat for myself and
family and paid a rental equivalent to 30/- Australian a
week. Perhaps to Sydney readers this does not sound a
high rent, but it must be remembered that in the new
Czechoslovakia rents, on the average, are only 5 per cent. of
income, as against the Australian figure of 25 per cent. This
was a country town, and for such a town it was a black-
market rent. Rent-racketeering still existed. There were
people who sucked blood in rent, battening on the victims
of the housing shortage. These people had sheltered under
the wing of the leaders of the right-wing parties and their
officials. Such a one was my landlady.

A few days after the February events I got a letter from
the local Action Committee which had been set up, asking
me if I would mind a delegation from the committee coming
to look my flat over as they suspected I was paying too

high a rent.

Needless to state, Acti
working-class organisations.

This was a new experience for me, to have a rent tribunal

come to you instead of you going to it. I replied stating
I had no objection, and that I too had always thought my
rent was excessive.

A day or so after, four members of the committee came
to my flat, looked it over from top to bottom, told rie 1

was paying too much and they would consider it at their

next meeting. Within a week I got a {urther letter from
the committee, telling me the matter of my rent had been

discussed and a decision reached, which was binding on my
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landlady, that the rent be forthwith reduced from 30/- tq
18/- a week. Not only that, the order was made retrospective
from the time I came into the flat, so that for the rest of
the time I was in Cue. hoslovakia I paid no rent at all ang
my landlady still owed me money when I left,

This was no isolated case. T know from sersonal knowledge
that in this same township they investigated every case of
suspected rent-racketeering and made the nﬁcessary' adjust-
ments. And so throughout the Republic,

Where they found, rich parasites occupying large flats
above their needs, they would put working-class families who
had been waiting for years for homes into these flats. The
landlord or landlady, I think particularly of my own land-
lady again who lived in such a luxury flat all on her own
in Prague, besides owning property in the country, could
keep one room in the flat for his or her own use. There
were other cases of rich people with two homes, one in

town one in the country; workers’ families would be moved

into one of them.

The Action Committees got to work on the blackmarket
and championed the interests of the useful people in s;ll
fields. You will see this was  real democracy, being carried
out by committees of the people, committees which under-
stood the needs of the people, committees of action, for the
majority against the exploiting minority,

Courts in Australia order working pecple out of their
homes, in the interests of preperty, Poh‘ce evict them. In
& people’s democracy it ig the organisations of the people
which eviet landlords to make room for the workers, That
is the difference. That is why our millionaire-owneq news-
Papers are so horrified at “action committees,”

and er
“police state.” 5

CHAFPTER SIX.

RELIGION IN THE PEOPLE'S
DEMOCRACIES

FEEL sure most of my readers must deplore, _as' IAdo w1t:;
my whole being, attempts being made by vested mtt?rﬁsn
to drag religious red-herrings acr(:ss the path of Australial
ing-cl and democratic unity. '
wc;?;::gr?s?s;es about “religious persecutipn" in VEasterbn
Europe are being invented by these vested interests in tﬁm;
attempts to split the workers and divert them.from unite
struggle around economic, patriotic and cla§s issues. s
That is why I find it necessary to deal with 't;he rehglouls
position in these countries as I and other foreigners saw it
i WL eyes. :
WI;'Itl)uou:e: the ythre:e People’s Democracies I lived in and
visited, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, are all coun.u:ies
where the vast majority of the pcpulation are pra.cns_mg
members of the Roman Catholic Church. If Communism
persecuted the religion the vast majority of thes? people
follow, hlrow do you explain its majority support in these
es? ’ :
cogle]:;ia;s you wrongly think that because Corflmunmtg have
a large say in the goyernment of these countries, the people
cannot organise resistance. How then do you ex;.ﬂain the
fact that in both France and Italy, Catholic countries -where
the people have not state power, and whel:e Communism is
persecuted by the authorities, the Communist Party records
at every election far the biggest vote of any single pfﬂitinﬂ
- Would the Catholic workers and peasants of France a.nd
Italy continue voting for the Communists if the;f feared ed
that there was a threat to their religious freedo m  from
the Communist Party? Yet in every election since the




i
=
4

-

in France, in spite of government repression, the Com-
munist vote has shown an increase. The same applies to
Italy. Political divisions in Europe are along class, not
religious lines. This is as it should be.

I would like Australian workers to have been able to- see
what I and every other journalist in these countries saw.
I offen wished I had had a movie camera to take pictures
of the pilgrimages, led by their priests, singing their religi-
ous songs, which used to file past my bedroom window every
Saturday and Sunday morning. There was some holy relic
in that township. These processions from neighboring towns
and villages were very long.

We saw with our own eyes the complete freedom of wor-
ship enjoyed in these countries. Even the greatest enemies

of the new order had to admit this fact. We also saw how’

religious instruction in schools remained as before. No-one
could convince us that there is even a vestige of truth in
the fables about “religious persecution” in these countries.

What about Cardinal Mindszenty? I heard a lot about
this gentleman when I was in Hungary. I am sure there
will be less crocodile tears shed by Hungarian Catholics
over his conviction for treason and blackmarketing than
in any other counfry where Catholics live and work.

In Hungary Mindszenty is known politically as an open
advocate of the return of the hated foreign German-speaking
Hapsburg monarchy. He is an aristocrat himsel!; his friends
are aristocrats, he openly advocates a return of the old
landlord system of feudal relationships in the countryside.
He does not even speak Hungarian but the hated German
tongue of the old Austrian oppressors, so alien is he to the
life of his own pecple, j

But the Catho{ic peasantry of Hungary love their Hun-
gary and its independence of foreign and domestic-land-
owner rule, - . k

They own their own farms for the first time in their
history, and do not want to see the power of the monarchy
or of the Hungarian nobles restored.

When 1 was there Hungary was celebrating the centenary
of the Hun.garlan War of Liberation against Austria and the

s
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Hapsburgs. bﬁndszenty openly advised Catholics to boycolt
the celebrations. But the patriotic Catholic masses took
no heed of his advice and celebrated just the same..

particularly vivid in my mind is a day I spent chatt.mg
with peasants outside the former palatial mansion of Admiral
Horthy, ex-fascist-dictator of Hungary, in his own feudal
village. These peasants were all “good Catholies.”

They told me of what they called the “bad old days,”
when they were driven by the nobles in their bare feet
out onto their fields to work for them: How though they
tended cattle then too, their children had hardly ever
tasted milk., How now, under their New Democracy, they,

. who tilled it, owned the land. Their children had milk,

they got help from their government not taxes and ever-
higher taxes, a fair and guaranteed price for their products,
and so on.

“Now we stand up like men,” they said, "we are no longer
slaves but owners of-the land.”

Whatever they think of Tory Cardinal Mindszenty's
religion, these people do not agree with his politics, the
politics of tl no!z:nles.Lr

Then I think too, of a day I spent in a Polish village in
the territories of Silesia recovered from Germany. This 1s
pioneer land. In this particular village the whole population-
was young, there were no old people. The Germans, when
they left, had blown up the whole village, every house in it.
They had stripped the farms of stock, farm implements, and
everything. They had made a minefield of the whole area.

Into this waste came young Polish men and women, land-
jess labouring peasants from the hills, most of them had
peen transported by the Nazis as slave labour to G:erman,y.
The new government gave them this land to reclaim. They
formed a co-operative to do this.

Several lost their lives delousing the area of German
mines. They had converted the wilderness the Qm-mam
jeft, with government aid, to a prosperous agricultural i
once again. I saw them gathering in a record harvest.
They had built up stock, trained tractor dri
a young woman from their ranks, rebuilt ﬂ-‘fr
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parns, sheds and so on. That autumn the land was to be
divided up among their households. For the first time in
their lives these toilers on the land were to own their own
farms.

I visited their homes and enjoyed their hospitality. They
showed me their church which they had built with their owrln
hands at government cost. I saw no pictures of Stalin,
Lenin or President Beirut in their homes, but in every
room there were pictures of Jesus Christ and the Virgin
Mary. Like the wvast majority of Poland’s peasantry they
were devout Catholics.

I asked them what their politics were. They did not know

I was a Communist, just knew me as an Australian journal- °

ist. “Oh, we are not very political,” they said, “just farm-
ers” “But what political party do you vote for at election
time?” “Most of us vote for the Communists.” “Why?”
“Because they are the party that helps us most.” ;
And that is how the Christian and non-Christian people
in the People’s Democracies judge political parties, on their
merits, not on the religious conviction of their 'leaders or
;mnentlll:ers. ?:e people, regardless of religion, are divided
e main, alon iti :
e Moo %mxz;l-t cal and class lines, not religious
why is it that the Catholic press in Australia gives no
publicity to the fact that the Minister of Health in th
Communist-led Government of Czecheslovakia since F'ebme
ary 1948 is Father Plojhar, ordained and practisin et
of the Catholic Church? s
Why does not this press give publicity to the fact that
the Catholic Party in that country supports the present
government, or fo its many statements indignantly denyi
surpression of religion? s
Why does it not give publicity to the ex
the churches there have with the Govemz?:ﬁ:l to: g:::l;zm
instruction in the schools etc, which does not apply e o
hnba;::eooh ﬂ::oa!thouc countries like France? 8
a ic Church were oppressed in
why did the Catholic Archbishop of Prague,c ﬁhoftl:?iﬁ:{
time in Czech history, publicly lay his hands on Gottwald's
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head in the cathedral and bless him in the name of the
Church at his jnauguration ceremony after he was elected
ident in succession to Benes in 1948?

the Republic’'s Pres
These things are hidden from Australian Catholics. Why?

Nothing is further from the truth than any idea that
a Catholic political bloc exists in Eastern Europe today.
Governments.

The majority of Catholics support their new
There are also Catholics who oppose them. In other words
there are Catholic laity and Catholic priests who are for
the working class, there are Catholic laity and Catholic
priests who are anti-working-class. The same political
divisions exist among churchmen as among other sections
of the community. The same is true of Protestants and
other religious denominations. The chairman of the local
Action Committee which got me my rent reduction was a
Social Democrat who “went to the Protestant church
regularly every Sunday and was a pillar of that church.

Take the Trade Union Conference I referred to in the last
chapter. A great number, probably a majority, of those
delegates who voted support for their Government Wwere
Catholics. This would be still more true of the Farmers’
Conference which followed the next weekend.

well over 50 per cent. of the members of the Communist
Parly branch in the town T lived in used to attend mass
on Sunday morning at their local church and then go on
to their party branch meeting afterwards. The same is true ;
of most other country branches, and of Communist Parties
in other Catholic countries in Europe, including Italy. How’
absurd to suggest with such a set-up there could be sup-
pression of the Christian religion.

Nor is it only Catholic laymen who support the new order.
Many priests are “its supporters too. The May Day Com-
mittee in my township, for the first time last May Day,
invited the local priests to march as a body in the pro-
cession. By majority vote they decided to take part. Idaﬂ
a ban, 1 understand from the Vatican, came throug&, for-
bidding priests in the New Democracies to take Wt I.B
political demonstratiens, but in spite of the ban m
dogen or more priests _marched with us that n‘h“'.\:

-
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It is I think generally unknown in Australia that in
Czechoslovakia, and this e;plies to other People’s Demo-
cracies too, the priests’ salaries are actually paid by the
Government. They receive an official Government salary.
One of the first acts of the new Gottwald Government after
February was a decree raising the salaries of the priests to
that of the highest civil servants. “We want to see the
people’s priests“_' the Government statement ran, “enjoying
the same standard of living as other cultural workers.”

It is my opinion that, if Doctor Evatt must champion
someone on his trips, he would be better employed champion-
ing Greek parish priests who have been shot down in cold
blood by the monarcho-fascists side by side with Trade
Union leaders, rather than aristocratic anti-Labour cardinals
like Mindsgenty who are sentenced to imprisonment for
punishable offences by established democratic courts.

It is an old trick. The partition of Ireland was accom-
plished only because they succeeded in creating religious
divisions in the national movement. The same policy was
adopted in India. But Catholic and non-Catholic, Christian
and non-Christian workers in Australia have fought side
by side since the early days of the convict revolt against
tyranny, since Eureka, in great strike strugegles, in the New
Guinea jungles, and right throughout our history. We
Communiste will fight to see this unity preserved in the
tough days of _struggle to come. Whatever our religious
convictions, or non-religious convictions, the working pecple
of this land must stand shoulder to shoulder in our com-
mon struggle for a better life, for democracy not fascism,
for peace, for progress, for our national independence. This
is the only way forward.

CHAPTER SEVEN.

SOME CONTRASTS
first thing we did when we landed back in Frem;ntle
; €|
and went into Perth was to g0 and have a st{iiinsén g ng:
i i It was quite a gueer -

nd chips at a milk bar. ‘

?ng frc:n England, to get a whole week's meat ration on
your plate at one BO. >
: shop windows.

Then we had a look at the s :

When you have peen living in a country conmnuzg:{l:
you do not notice things guite the same Wway, bu:;o'\;vel;ut £
ing back fresh after two years absence, could o
struck at the big price rises. We comparnadt 43 pocgef.
everything, from pumpkin to leg of lamb, :rd iy
handkerchief to men’s suits, tram fares efc. an
been big price rises all round.

This was queer coming from a . - g
we had become used to prices of essentials going d

i here
the time, not up. dJust after we go_t to Cm‘;:m:;:::ﬁkﬁ ::om-
was a 30 per cent. reduction in prices of a
modities. e o

i ite are
The shoes I am wearing as I wr : gl
friends here, they were made at the nationalised Bata

1 35/=.
They cost me 25/-; 2 year before their prleeI h;d h::: .
Last year we bought our boy_of four a ghg & v g
job such as they wear there m wint.er; o ¢
put a year before the same boots c:;esor.smh SR
ot mmarl: O_ix:lth for my share of the
Take two items ! ;

family budget, beer and cigaret muﬁh peer. I hld. D.eﬂn_;
Y first pint of that sold drink. IF

People’s Democracy because




he got drunk on post-war English beer he is telling you a
fishing story. While I was there, they diluted the colour-
ing with still more water and put the price up again.

Czechoslovakia is the home of Pilsen beer, the best in
the world. In the winter of 47 after the bad harvest, they
had to use the best part of their grain for feed, there was
a malt shortage. Reluctantly thie Government had to water
the beer a little. But, the very day the beer was reduced
in strength, its price was reduced corresponding exactly to
the amount of water added.

This is the difference between a capitalist economy and
capitalist State power, euphoniously called “western demo-
cracy”’, and People’s economy and People's power, where
industry including the breweries are mnationalised, -called
“police state.”

When 1 went to England cigarettes were already very
dear. There was a rise in prices almost as soon as I got
there. Then another steep rise just before I left for the
continent. A third rise took place while I was away. Cig-
arettes in Britain, before I caught my ship home, were, 3/6
English, .in terms of Australian currency 4/4 for 20, the
same English cigarettes which sell here for 2/8. Those are
the cheapest cigarettes the English worker, on his- much
lower than Australian wages, can buy, and even then he is
lucky if he can get them.

You can see the price the English worker has to pay in
heavy taxation for Bevin's Tory foreign policy of adventur-
ism, warmongering, and policing the world for the Wall
B1. millionaires.

When I first went to People’s Czechoslovakia, cigarettes
were still in short supply. Unlike England, however, they
were rationed, and you got your ration; 100 cigarettes a
month, more for industrial workers. This rationed cigaretie
was the so-called “Partisan” brand, which sold at 1/- for ten.

You could also get American cigarettes which were very
expensive. After the liberation there was a big blackmarket
in Yank cigarettes. The government defeated this by buy-
._l“‘ American cigarettes and selling them in the shops at a
little under the blackmarket price. If dollars had to go out
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for cigarettes the people’s government should ;eap the profit
the blackmarketeers, they argued. .

ra;hcrtli:mt}ime we got there there were already imported

4 i , i in fair numbers,

jgarettes selling off the ration In :
ﬁiiiziny:ug bought loose at 94 each. Then they 1tr_1tr?dut;i<:
two other_ Czech prands at 1/6 and 2/- respecltively b
packets o; ten. You could get as many of these over
our ration as you liked. :
ab;:feori 1 leit all rationing of tobacco and c1ga.rettes;3 ha.;
peen lifted. There were plenty of cigarettes of all zetcu :
2nd Balkan brands on sale, including a pew brand, ssa
¢heaper than the excellent “Partisans”, which sold at X
LYy g
toi)itecourse fellow-passengers on the ship qu the rise in
Australian prices down to a 40 hour week which had been
won while we were away. But in the newspapers there was
a whole page which had peen missing from newspapers_m
the countries we had come from. This was the page which
showed the dividends being paid to share-holders in the big
capitalist firms. It was clear from this page l.ha_a.t., not ang
prices, but also profits, were showing an aH-tn:,ne x:ecur
Here was the clear explanation of the rise in prices In the
capitalist countries, including countries where there had been
no 40 hour week introduced and where money wﬂ‘lvagt?s had
gone down not up, as against fall in prices and rise in real
in the People’s Democracies.

walge:m mnit.en nske;) about wages in the People’s Democracies.
It is not easy to make comparisons in most cases, because
of the nature of the currency, whose exchange-rate does not
necessarily correspond with internal buying-rate. Take Po-
land, for instance. Figures of money wages based on
exchange rate could be quoted to make these wages sppear
starvation wages. Wages in Poland were of course always
terribly low. But then prices are equally low today and
going down all the time, for instance a good meal in &
restaurant for 7d. Then workers get special coupons en=-
abling them to buy essentials at ridiculously low prices,
milk for instance at one-fifth of the market-price
and children of working-class families get an ample




of free milk. In all factories workers get, free of charge
a large and substantial two or three course meal at middayl
in their canteen. I have eaten them and know their quality.
You can see the difficulty in getting an even rough com-
parative figure for real wages with such a system.

In Czechoslovakia, however, there is a solid currency whose
exchange rate is stable. The differentiated price system
mentioned above did not exist there. Comparisons could he
fairly made.

; An Australian visiting Prague who was well-up in Austral-
ian award-rates for most trades, worked out with me while 1
was there comparisons in terms of money-wages bébween
Czechoslovakia and Australia. We compared rates trade by
trade. Our investigation showed that Czech wage rates
were _practically identical with wage rates in Australia. And
that. is saying a good deal because, though Czechoslovakia
was always highl- industrialised, enjoying higher standards
than the rest of Eastern Europe, Czech wages, pre-war, were
well below the standards of those of Western Europe.

_We compared prices. For some things of course thc:zy are
higher there, for others, including rent, inuch lower We
found on the average it would be quite fair, howeve;r to
say that the cost of living of a Czech worker was certa'lm'
not higher than that of an  Australian in_ 1946. Tl-un it ca;
be fairly confidently claimed that real -wages. as .well as
money-wages, in Czechoslovakia, of male workers are practic-
ally identical, probably higher than they are in Australia.
For women they are of course much higher. Women in ali
People’s Democracies get equal pay with men for equal work

But that is only half the story. You must add to thi.
the far greater security of workers in a People’s State Evers
Czech worker knows he will never be unemployed‘ a.gai:{:r
in bhis life. As a worker you have no- worries. For instance
from the day you start work you are fully insured .a,gainst,
all medical and dental expenses of whatever nature not
only for yourself, but for your wife and whole family. ¥
m worries for your old age. You know your chiid-re:";
o B‘m‘n u::“ be provided according to their ability and
: ,» and that their future is also assured. When

* comparisons, mostly cooked comparisons, be

- gecurate about, is the very real feeling that

me is doubled, and factories pro-

vide nurseries for their children such as only rich princesses.
moneybags, and socialite dames can afford in our society. .

Most important of all, and far more important than the
tween countries,

difficult to be
every worker

in a New Democracy has: 41 am better off this year than
I was last year, and I know that T will be better off next,
year than I am this, and that things will go on getting
better like this for all time provided there is no intervention
of aggressive war against us by outside powers.” ¥

So much for Perth. Then we got to Melbourne. This was
really like being home. Our ship was held up three days
there—by a strike.

This was also a queer experience coming from a People’s
Democracy, because for the whole time we had lived in
Czechoslovakia there had not been any strikes.

That is not quite accurate. There was the one-hour
political general-strike mentioned in a previous chapter.
Besides factories which were nationalised outright, there
were some factories and concerns which were placed under
National Administration at the time of liberation pending a
final decision as to their fate. Before February, when Com-
munists, a minority in. the Government, were outvoted,
there were several instances of decisions to hand such fac-
tories back to private enterprise. On every occasion I know
of that that happened the workers went out immediately
on strike and stopped out until the factory was nationalised.
There was also one economic strike while I was there. It
was in the airlines and only lasted a few days before &
settlement was reached. : SR AN

When T was in Poland, I visited the Siles iﬁ&m :
Most of the miners I met had worked some by
years in French mines. It was interesting to
comparisons between conditions m ; o
“\talist France, an advanced 3
they had returned to in the new
mines are the people's

wives work the family inco

so loved by foreign journalists, and SO
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“But don’t you ever have strikes?” I asked. The coal own
e -

“Sirikes? Strikes against whom? Against ourselves?” they
answered.

That is how workers in the People’s Democracies really
feel. The mines and factories are their property. What is
the point of striking against yourself? :

1 “But surposing there is some disagreement between you
and the manager?” I pressed.

'I‘he manager? He's one of ourselves, worked on the
le with us in France. Besides you don't understand there
is no longer that conflict of interest between management
and men. The more coal for the nation, the better boﬂ we
all are, and that applies to managerial workers too. There
are no bosses’ men now, because there are no bosses.” .

Then he explained to me about their production conl.'zmit.-
tee, Lodge officers and management together met to dis-
cuss production problems. For instance if a question of
si;a.fety arose they came together on pit-top. Managers were
just as interested in safety as were the miners themselves
All were equally concerned about conditions, and all were.
egually concerned about production.

ter for their wants.
this sooty drabness. Salaried man=

The great wealth of the area is

4 drained off into the pockets of wealthy coal, panking and
shipping- millionaires, who live in the posh, pegardened
_suburbs of Sydney, Melbourne and London. Only the leav-
ings, the dregs, are good enough for the miners who create
the wealth. But these absentee owners’ mummies and mis-
tresses do not light coal stoves. They are pefurred * and
bejewelled, pa.mpered~pekes. nanny—reared.

Australia cries out for coal. Coal for Poland too, even
more so, is the key to all her problems. But unlike Aus-
tralia they are getting it. They are not only already getling
much more coal, but are actually exporting more coal today

* {han was exported before the war from Poland and Silesia
put together. ¥
Here are some of the differences. 2
Miners in Poland are the best-paid section of the whole
community. No-one grudges them this. They risk their
lives to get coal, and coal means dollars, and imports of

pusiness people who ca
ers live far away from
agers run their mines.

i

x

=
!

&
3
2

Lately I have been revisitin i
g the various coalfi
N?I\:m South Wales. What a contrast! e
Australian nation is crying for
coal. How do th
miners who get that coal live? Coalfields towns in rgs We
are the most neglected townships in Australia. R
Bgo to Ce‘mnock, centre of the South Maitland [fields.
e you will find the worst roads, the very worst housing
eonditions in New South Wales. The whole area is drab.
y,m, playgrounds, flower-beds, frees etc. are conspicuous
their absence. The only recreation offering the youth
are the billiard saloons and the pubs
One of the biggest towns in N :
ew South Wales, it is in
:QAOemock area that nearly all the gas-producing coal
ustralia is mined. Yet there is no gas works in the
town. The miners'’ wives have to cook on old-fashioned
coal stoves. : =
Why is this? Almost the whole l
population of this great
industrial area consists of wage-earners, and the smal

goods for the people from abroad, that is why Poles drink
real coffee, Frenchmen an acorn-juice substitute for coffee.
Coal makes the factory wheels go round. Coal is the basis
for their new life.

In Poland the miners, instead of being the riost slandered
cction of the community’as here, are the heroes of the

nation. 5
~ They are delivering the goods. . : ;
In the People's Democracies first of everything goes to
the industrial workers, only afterwards to other areas. m
homes to be built are built in Mining and industrial
tricts, only afterwards in those districts where 1m
ant sections of the community live.
Everything is upside down to what it is
countries. ! s
 In a People’s Democracy, as things in short
onto the market, they go first to industrial
other areas afterwards. : . :
1 was in Cessnock recer i B R
recently on a dm
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town was dry. No beer, and I was told that for the last
three Saturdays beer had been off. Imagine it! The nation
erying out loud for coal, and no beer on Saturdays for the
miners who get the coal. This would be impossible in a
- People’s Democracy. If anyone had to go without beer it
would not be the miners and industrial workers. So it is
with everything else, electricity schemes, parks and play-
grounds, new roads and footpaths, and so on and so forth.
The beer example is a bad one. Beer, the worker’s drink,
does not come under the category of an article in short
supply. There is plenty of beer in the People’s Democracies.
Beer, the workers’ drink, is untaxed; beer in Crechoslovakia
was 3d. a pint. i
Yes, everything over there is upside down from here
The funny thing is it works better, pets results better,
than our way “the right side up.” : :
Renctionaries, ex-capitalist and middle-class elements,
mmtmtﬂm me, as an English-speaking
m, how bad things were in Czechoslovakia, “Imag-
ine” they would say, “the workers, people without any
educafion or culture, get everything before us. Why, we
even have to take off our ties and collars, put on worn
clothes, rub our hands with pumistone to make them look
.ﬁ:mr hands, and try all sorts of tricks like that,

!
:
§

ing any favours from the authorities.

qﬁj”‘l.mmmﬂﬁnmmmwym \ :
mmmmﬁimcmﬁ? now.m
the Germans you know. Why, when

T a to proceed agai:::;
il Ovlmﬂ d. because the rich ma
e i i::::dsi in high places, because he

ical P ut;;ctit:)r; :x:ca oo i3y Cn e

. e longed.

;m Minister of F‘lﬂancel also be ;Js ghe i understandsn;t:;:
3 i em]

e taxdiiierent tax palicy, that it is the & e

now have 2 gy Tl o s

and defrauders who i 0%

capitalist class and that towards the wm- pti
i o strict in enforcing the regul

then he was afrai

2 i live
; or may not, think they would like ?mw
i such a State. T hope at a::f 1??: :hhz Wmimoh re-pe

~ given above Will help show Wwhy g4 m"“‘

~ newspapers hate what ijs going on there

they tell such lies.




CHAPTER EIGHT.

CONCLUSIONS

IF I have come back from Europe convinced of one thing

more than anything else, it is of the tremendous strength

' of the working-class in the world today, the great superior-

ity of socialism over capitalism, and the absolute bankruptey

of weakened and tottering capitalism, which offers the

people only one prospect, the prospect of economic erisis,

of unemployment, reduced living standards, of fascism and

war.

There is, true, a drive today towards fascism in our land,

But the position is different to the time when Hitler came

to power. The world balance has changed today. ‘There

can surely no longer be any doubt, especially since the

. €poch-making events in China, that the Socialist forces

) re much stronger‘ than the capitalist

forces. For the first time in history, today,

class of the world is'stron
together.

Hence the tactics for the working-class,
and Acia, but of the whole world, including Australia, must
be tactics of aftack, not defence. History is on our side,
We must use our strength, and we too, will soon, perhaps

v sooner than many of us realise, also
Australia. This is the way forward.

. the working-
ger than all its adversaries put

not only of Europe

A : ) ears, at the cost of
great human suffering, economic crisis, perhaps even war.

vight side of history and fight With us. There ,

‘what degradation fascism brings. Not

(9

e

have our Peoples _

decp impression I have . WroUght. back from

misery that th of fas-

were the afterma . :
to the twisted minds left behind by“;t
pot want that to happen in At?:r: o{
t be left- on future genera

~ Australiams.

Present attacks on
fascism'’s advme-guarg.-
~ thug attacks on left-wing
class organisation§ using
 for Atom-Bombh Menzies,
 of workers' leaders, Irame-u;?s g
Communists, or splitting tactics sup sy g onaire-
~ pewspapers in umions, all these are the T ‘a itssclsmm i

Remember, when fascism once m-: '15‘;: L
difficult than most imagine to unseat il peste :
hmw.strikeagaa&nsteveryumhmen denmclw__
small or large, one by one, as it comes. W N
: wpake care of the pence and the pounds .
'Mﬂ\msalves:‘ismoldandtmesaymg.og : =
i In Australia we have a good chance mmmy B
3 people’s democracy without going ﬂn-mghes t,hlnt
through in Europe, without all the eynen; Py onmum
brings with it. Let us know our strengt! ), s e
attack, see that our independence ands:lurby mﬂnmm -
not filched away bit by bit, and fight side g AR

i however,
in Australia are,
demir\;"fether it be new-guard-like
meetings, bans against wnrxing-‘
public halls alongside an open-go
raids on workers’ homes, arrests
and commissions against
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for what they are. Their insane plans are doomed to

fiasco, war or no war, but a Third World War would be

an unbelievable hell, .its destruction unimaginable, it we

. it to come about the world we finally inherit will

T _shambles which will put back humanity’s onward course
ﬂiﬂm’ years. -

Let us see clearly the forces for peace, which are superior

forces, the great and peace-loving Soviet Union, the People’s

x : Bemanraclaa, the new China, and the workmg-class and

peace-loving peoples of the whole world. War is far from

g being inevitable. It need not happen, it must not happen,

- @s we must and I believe will, it will not happen.

. Forward under the banner of the world’s working-class.
Down with those who attack our hard-won freedoms. A
stop to mjitﬁers in the Labour movement. Forward, united,
to u,vaws Australia for peace, progress, and our natmnal

) mm =

the forces for war, the mad atom-bomb millionaires, imperial—
ists everywhere, and their agents in the Labour Movemenr...

and provided we organise against it sufficiently vxgm-onsly

 Thus we shall "advmce Auatra.ha fair ¥ ’I‘hxa i& ma wa,y?

—— T TR 3 3




