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Chapter I

TERRA AUSTRALIS

Then felt I like some watcher of the skies
When a new planet swims into his ken;
Or like stout Cortez, when with eagle eyes
He stared at the Pacific—and all his men
Looked at each other with a wild surmise—
Silent, upon a peak in Darien.

—J. Keats.!

1.—An Error With Far-Reaching Results; 2.—Balancing the Earth; 3.—

Arabs, Malays, Indians, Chinese; 4.—Portuguese Come East; 5.—Spanish

Come West; 6.—Mapping an Unknown Land; 7.—Austrialia del Espiritu
Santo; 8.—Torres Passes By.

HE story that we have to tell takes us back far beyond the
time when Captain Phillip’s ships sailed up Port Jackson
and deposited their human freight on the shores of
Sydney Cove, or when the muskets of Cook's landing party

put to flight the two dusky defenders of Botany Bay who, with
spears in hand, disputed his intrusion. The history of Australia
had no sudden or accidental beginning and has had no detached
course. Today, its fate is closely linked with that of Europe.
Then, it was a part of the New World which the men of the Old
began to discover, when, dismayed no longer by superstition,
ignorance, and authority, and urged by desire for riches and lust
of power, by love of adventure and religious inspiration, by
hatred of tyranny and resentment of poverty and boredom, they
broke through the bounds that had for centuries confined them
to the narrow seas and intellectual backwaters of Mediaeval
Europe. They were our fathers, these! i
The Australia part of that New World was a prize for which
unknowingly they fought and braved and struggled and -
that it might be possessed ‘Spanish,

or English. It was that
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history of Australian beginnings is a part of the history of that
expansion. For thousands of years the waves of three %

lapped on four sides the shores of this island continent,os
tively hemming in its black inhabitants and shutting off would.
intruders. For the last few centuries of those millenia, hung
of ships sought our land, even while they knew not what,
sought. That search, why they sought, those blacks, whe
they came—all these, too, form part of our story.

1—AN ERROR WITH FAR-REACHING RESULTS.—Our storjs;
might, incongruously, begin about six and a half centuries ago [ﬁi‘
Genoa—that city-state of Northern Italy which then continu
fought with Pisa and Venice (especially with Venice)
dominion over the Mediterranean and for monopoly of Europi
trade with the East® Just as England and Spain fought for
Atlantic and the New World in the 16th century, England ani
Holland in the 17th, and England and France in the 18th. Among
the numerous battles of the interminable wars of the 13 .‘
century, two are of interest in our story. In the Battle of Meloria,
in 1284, the Pisans suffered an overwhelming defeat, and many
of them were taken prisoners to Genoa. Abortive peace negotia-
tions left them in Genoa for 14 years when, in 1298, those whol
death had spared were joined by Venetian prisoners taken by

Genoese victors of the Battle of Curzola, fought by the rival fleets
off the Dalmatian coast. 1

In one of the Genoese prisons, two prisoners made acquain:
tance. One was a Venetian—and talked. The other was a Pisan®
—and listened. The listener was Rusticiano (or Rustichello), a
compiler of romances, who had seen something of the world,
having travelled in the suite of Prince Edward (later Edward I of
England) to the Holyland in the years 1270 to 1273. He was well
fitted for the task given him by history—to write and hand down
to posterily the story that he listened to, enthralled, as it fell from
the lips of his fellow-prisoner. He, the Venetian, was Mareco Polo,
who told of a world and doings beyond imaginings—but a true
story of a real world and of real adventures and experiences of
the teller. “Let me tell you,” says Rusticiano, in his prologue to
the book he made of Marco's story, “that since our Lord God did
mould with his hands our first Father Adam, even unti] this day,
never hath there been Christian, or Pagan, or Tartar, or Indian,
or any man of any nation, who in his own person hath had so
much knowledge and experience of the divers parts of the World
and its Wonders as hath had this Messer Marco!”

In 1260, Maffeo and Nicolo Polo (the latter the father of
Marco), merchants of Venice, Constantinople, and the Crimea,
had gone up the Volga River on a trading trip. Thence they had
made their way across Asia until they reached the Court of
Kublal Khan (or Kaan), “on or In the borders of Cathay. It

by lieh)
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was a journey not often attempted in those days, but the Polos
were not the first. 1In 1253, a monk, William de Rubruguis, had
returned to Europe and told of the existence of a civilised nation
in China, of the existence of a vast ocean to the east of China (a
report that had, then, convinced the great Roger Bacon (1214-
1294) of the possibility of reaching Asia by sailing west from
Europe and, later, determined others, including Columbus, to
attempt it) and of Kublai Khan's “Parliament of Religions,”
where all could argue—reflecting a toleration unknown then in
Europe. The Polos were well received, and so impressed Kublai
that he decided to send them back to Europe as ambassadors, to
ask the Pope to send him a large body of missionaries and
teachers of sclence. The two brothers arrived home in 1269.
Pope Clement IV had died, and none had been elected in his
stead. It was not until 1271 that they could leave again for
Cathay, and, then, with no teachers of science and only two
Dominican monks, who, however, “lost heart and drew back when
they had barely taken the first step of the journey.” (Yule, p. 18.)
But, with the elder Polos went young Marco, a lad of 17. They
travelled by Mosul, Baghdad, Hormuz, Khorasan, Badakhshan,
across the Pamirs, Yarkand, Khotan, across the Gobi Desert, and
past the northern frontier of China, until they “at last reached
the presence of the Kaan, who was at his usual summer retreat
at Kaipingfu [Shangtul, near the base of Khingan Mountains,
and nearly 100 miles north of the Great Wall at Kalgan.” (Yule,
They had taken three and a half years on the trip.
Young Marco was regarded with favor by Kublai, and he rapidly
rose in the Khan's Civil Service, mastering the eastern languages |
and undertaking various journeys and commissions. He travelled
through Shansi, Shensi, Szechuan, the “wild country” east of
Tibet, Yunnan—and remembered what he saw, for the Khan
liked to hear more than the mere official reports. He sailed down |
the eastern coast of China, he visited Cochin China and Southern {
India and, after 17 years in the realm of the Great Khan, wanted [
to go home. The Khan would not have let him go had not
ambassadors from Persia, seeking a Mongolian Princess to take
the place of the deceased favorite wife of Kublai’s grand-nephew,
the Khan of Persia, begged that the Polos be placed in charge of
the ships that were to bear them home.

In the beginning of 1292, the Polos left China, in charge of a
fleet of 14 ships, bearing the Persian ambassadors and the bride,
Princess Kokachin. The trip, ill-fated and accompanied by many
disasters, took over two years, whether to the chagrin of the
bride-to-be or not is not recorded. However, when she finally
reached Persia, she found the Khan (described as one of the
handsomest men of his time) dead, and she had to find solace in
the arms of his son, who was anything but handsome, but whose
wife she of necessity became. Marco Polo, with his father




6 TERRA AUSTRALIS

uncle, arrived home in Venice in 1295. Three years later he was a
prisoner in Genoa—happy chance!—and was dictating the story
of his travels to an eager listener, who has passed them on to us.

“He was the first traveller,” says Yule (Vol. I, p. 103), “to trace
a route across the whole longitude of Asia, naming and deseribing
kingdom after kingdom which he had seen with his own eyes;
the Deserts of Persia, the flowering plateaux and wild gorges of
Badakhshan, the jade-bearing rivers of Khotan, the Mongolian
steppes, cradle of the power that had so lately threatened fo
swallow up Christendom; . . the first traveller to reveal China
in all its wealth and vastness, its mighty rivers, its huge cities, its
rich manufactures, its swarming population, the inconceivably
vast fleets that quickened its seas and its inland waters; to tell
us of the nations on its borders with all their eccentricities of
manners and worship; of Tibet with its sordid devotees; of
Burma with its golden pagodas and their tinkling crowns; of
Laos, of Siam, of Cochin China, of Japan, the Eastern Thule, with
its rosy pearls and golden-roofed palaces; the first to speak of
that Museum of Beauty and Wonder, still so imperfectly ran-
sacked, the Indian Archipelago, source of those aromatics then
so highly prized and whose origin was so dark; of Java, the Pearl
of Islands; of Sumatra with its many kings, its strange costly
products; of the naked savages of Nicobar and Andaman; of
Ceylon, the Isle of Gems with its Sacred Mountain and Tomh. of
Adam; of India the Great, not as a dream-land of Alexandrian
fables but as a country seen and partially explored, with its
virtuous Brahmins, its obsence ascetics, its diamonds and the
strange tales of their acquisition, its sea-beds of pear], a._nd its
powerful sun; the first in mediaeval times to give any distinet
account of the secluded Christian Empire of Abyssinia, and the
semi-Christian Island of Socotra: to speak, though indeed dimly,
of Zangibar with its negroes and its ivory, and of the vast and
distant Madagasear, bordering on the Dark Ocean of the South,
with its Ruc and other monstrosities; and, in a remotely opposite
region, of giberia and the Arctic Ocean, of dog-sledges, white
bears and reindeer-riding Tunguses.”

A story to amaze Europe—of countless pagans to be converted
and of wealth to excite the cupidity of European merchants. The
memory of all this remained in Europe until the opportunity
came for Europeans to travel East, It urged them to make the
opportunity. The East was transmuted with the aid of the magic
of Polo’s story into a lodestone to draw all men unto it. And he
gave a name, in the imagination of his successors, to a Terra
Australis that did not exist but which led men to seek it and to
find a Terra ‘Australis that did exist.

From his own travels and adventures, from his learning, from
his inquiries of travellers and sailors, Marco knew all that the
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men of the East knew, and, especially for our intere

L s st, all about
the Indian Ocean and the islands that we today call the East
Indies. What concerns us closely is his description of the lands
one passes on the sea-route from China to India. Salling down

the eastern coast of China we reach Chamba, that i v
Cochin China. And then: Sl

“When you sail from Chamba 1500 miles in a course
between South and South-East, you come to a great island
called Java. And the experienced mariners of these Islands,
who know the matter well, say that it is the greatest island
in the world, and has a compass of more than 3000 miles.”

The vagueness of what is known and the patent ignorance of
the real Java make it apparent that that island was on the
border-line of his and their definite knowledge and that beyond
it were legend and myth. But then, Polo’s editor goes on: ;

“When you leave Java and sail for 700 miles on a course
between South and South-West, you arrive at two islands, a
greater and a lesser. The one is called Sondur and the other
Condur. As there is nothing about them worth mentioning,
let us go on 500 miles beyond Sondur and then we find
another country which is called Locae. It is a good country
and a rich; it is on the mainland; and it has a king of its
own. The people are Idolators, and have a peculiar lan-
guage, and pay tribute to nobody, for their country is so
situated that no-one can enter it and do them ill. Indeed, if
it were possible to get at it, the Great Khan would soon bring
them under subjection to him* . . . They have elephants
and much game. . . . There is nothing else to mention, except
that this is a very wild region visited by few people. . . .
When you leave Locac, and sail for 500 miles towards the
South, you come to an island called Pentam, a very wild
place. . . . When you leaye the island of Pentam, and sail
about 100 miles, you reach the Island of Jave the Less."

Reading that description, one is likely to imagine that Marco
Polo knew of the existence of Australia and had even visited it!
Was Locac Australia? Look at the map—700 miles plus 500 miles
[some manuscripts say 501 roughly south from Java to a huge
strange land which Polo had visited. Had the 13th century
Venetian gone to Australia? Had he landed on our north-west
shores?—The answer is no—for. us. But, for the Successors of
Marco Polo, the answer was yes! They believed that he was
telling of a great south land—a new continent which remained
to be fully discovered, explored, settled, and exploited. For
another five centuries map-makers marked Locach (or Beach”)

+ Marco advances this naive, perhaps malicious, reason as clinehing the
matter. How like the Khan must have been to 20th century Powers!
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What was the source of the error that was
explorations of 500 years? It originated in a mﬁuﬁr?eii?:gd?r}:;
of what Marco said. He was telling of the lands passed on the
way from China to India. He got as far as Cochin China (see
above, p. 7), and then, glancing aside from Cochin China, he
described the Island of Java. We quoted that description. Then,
our next quotation went on, “when you leave Java . . . .” That
is, we are given to understand, Locac lay to the South-West of
Java. But what Polo meant to convey was that it lay south-
west of Cochin China! He had, as we have just said, got as far
as Cochin China, then glanced aside at Java, and then came back
to Cochin China—and continued his deseription of the lands
passed on the way from China to India. So, the story should
run: “When you leave Cochin China . . . .”

Modern critics have shown that that is how the story should
run. And then everything is clear. Polo never visited Java. Java
was on the outskirts of his world, semi-legendary. Locac Was
not Australia, but Siam or Cambodia.
Tasmania or Groote Eiland, it was Sumatra,”™ and the sequel of
the story fits in: Nicobars, Andamans, Ceylon. Did ever mistake
have so long a run or so wide an influence?
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2. BALANCING THE EARTH.—So, in the understanding of
Marco Polo had told of

his contemporaries and Successors,
the existence of a vast southern land. They, also, believed in
its existence—not out of any blind incredulity nor because of
an implicit trust in Polo’s veracity. They believed because science
and common sense combined to convince them that he was
stating the mere facts. Had he denied the existence of a southern
continent, they would

believed in a southern

a I continent for two reasons. One was
pased on the traditional

geography; the other was the argument
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" that, of physical necessity, there must be a land-mass in the
i‘southern hemisphere to “balance” the land-mass in the northern,
' Otherwise the earth would not swing round the poles! The
" great geographer, Mercator, for example, said that the earth
fmust be “in a state of perfect equilibrium.” Whatever weight
" of land there was on one side must, it was obviously believed,
" be balanced by an equal weight on the other. There could be
"no bias in the terrestrial bowl, for the poles ever pointed in
'the same directions. It was like a problem in proportion. Three
‘factors were already known (in Mercator's day, that is); the
“fourth had yet to be discovered: New World balanced Old World;
Jand-mass in north balanced x—the unknown land-mass in
‘the south!

But modern science has gone further in explanation. What
‘was not understood in Mercator's day is that the earth’s sub-
“stance is not homogeneous and that “the geodetic®* measure-
ents of the values of gravity in various parts of the world
ave revealed the striking fact that the force of gravity is
greater in the oceanic regions than it is on the surface of the

ntinents. It is now generally accepted by geologists E
that the depressions of the solid earth in which the ocean waters
ow lie are due to the sinking in of the inherently denser por-
tions of the earth’s outer shell or crust under gravitational at-
raction.” So says a modern geologist” As Professor Wood put
- “The Himalayas rise to heaven, not because they are heavy,
but because they are light—mere handfuls of dust when com-
‘pared with the metal stuffs which drag down the ocean bed.
There is due weight in the south, but it lies under water.”’
The other reason for their belief was the geography of Fom-
ponius Mela, of Spain, and Claudius Ptolemy, of Alexandria. The
atter lived, wrote and drew maps in the 2nd century A.D. His
authority in geography and astronomy was supreme in Europe
in his own day, and in later times when these two sciences began
theological shackles that bound them to the
e world as pictured by those who regarded
y as their sole text-book
The description given by
Cosmas Indicoplenstes, who wrote between 530 and 550 A.D., fur-
nishes a refreshing sample. Fiske sums up his teaching:

«The earth is not a sphere, but a rectangular plane form-
ing the floor of the universe; the heavens rise on all four
sides about this rectangle, like the four walls of a room, and,
at an indefinite height above the floor, these blue walls
support a vaulted roof or firmament, in which God dwells
with the angels. In the centre of the floor are the inhabited
lands of the earth, surrounded on all sides by a great ocean,
peyond which, somewhere out in a corner, is a Paradise

+ Geodesy: Branch of mathematies dealing with the figure and area of
the earth.
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from which Adam and Eve were expelled.
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could not pass. The Portuguese, by their creeping south, proved
him wrong in this particular, but succeeded in finding the way
he had left open into the Indian Ocean,

Upon the authority, therefore, both of Mela and Ptolemy, a
great southern continent existed, and, it was believed, Marco
Polo had visited it, and knew of its riches. For centuries sailors
sought it, and map-makers placed it on their maps—even after
the discovery of Australia. Until Captain Coock, by sailing all
over the Pacific, showed that the only place where a southern
continent could exist was peneath the ice around the South Pole
—where, to-day, Antarctic explorers have found it. The pro-
cess of the discovery of Australia, to the extent that it was not
accidental, was the process of showing where Ptolemy’s southern
continent did not exist. What was left was Australial

3.—ARABS, MALAYS, INDIANS, CHINESE.—A glance at
Northern Australia and the stepping-stones thence to the con-
tinent of Asia prompts one to wonder if Australia had not been
discovered long before he Europens came here. Four more Or
less civilised peoples were in easy distance at various times, and
might have come—the Malays, the Chinese, the Indians and the
Arabs. Did all or any of these know of Australia?

To-day, the Indian Ocean is a British lake. In the 13th, 14th
and 15th centuries, and before, it was an Arab lake. “The Indian
Ocean became an outlying domain of Islam.™ The “Moham-
medans and not the Christians,” says the late Prof. Wood, “be-
came heirs to Greek culbure.” “Ptolemy remained unread by
Europeans till the 15th century. But, already in the 9th century,
his books were translated into Arabic, and became the inspira-
tion of a native Arabic science, which, in its turn, though not
till the 13th century, was accepted by Christian scholars like
Roger Bacon as their teacher and master.”

At Baghdad, the very sound of whose name conjures up for us
the romantic Haroun-al-Raschid, the Thousand-and-One Nights
and Sinbad the Sailor and his adventurous travels, and at
Damascus, observatories and schools of geography were estab-
lished; while the former city and Cairo “became thriving centres
of trade” (Fiske, vol 1, p. 269)—the last on the southern and the
other two on the middle route between Europe and the East. The
Red Sea and the Persian Gulf were completely dominated by the
Arabs®® who “were bold sailors, and not only visited Sumatra
and Java, but made their way to Canton.™ What Arab scien-
tists wanted to know of lands and conditions beyond the narrow
seas they inquired of travellers and seamen; and their seamen
helped to survey all the seas upon which Arab ships sailed. East
Africa, India, Sumatra, Java, China saw Arab ships, and traded
with Arab merchants.
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These, sailing out of
Ptolemy’s theory of a “land-locked Indian Ocean” was not true
There was at least an exit to the east. South they did not go
because of the dangerous seas, they tell us*—and so did not dis-
cover anything about Ptolemy’s “Terra Incognita.” They evi-
dently hugged the coast all the way around from the Red Sea
or Persian Gulf to Sumatra, Java or Canton. There is no evi-
dence that they knew anything of Australia. “Sinbad the sailor,”
says Wood, “knew a good deal about the orang-outang of Bor-
neo or Sumatra, and he had heard about the great bird of Mada-
gascar; but there is no reason to believe that he ever faced the
kangaroo.”™

But before the Arabs had become a world power, and, under
the joint impulse of trade and Islam, sailed the eastern seas, the
peoples of India had spread all over the northern half of the
Indian Ocean. The Christians of Europe were not the first to

build empires on the basis of faith and business. Indian Budd-

hists, Arab Mohammedans and the Portuguese, Spanish, Dufch
and English varieties of Christians—such was the order in which
empires were laid on the shores of the Indian Oecan. Buddhism
was all-powerful in India for about a thousand years (250 B.C.-
700 AD.), and from India, traders, colonists and missionaries were
sent in every direction. Indian colonies were established on the
east coast of Africa, on the Malay Peninsula, in the East Indies,
in China, in Korea, in Japan.
of Java, which contain some of the finest of Buddhist art, bear
witness to the wide extent of Buddhist culture.

Did the Indians know anything of Australia? It seems not.

Their certain knowledge ended at Java—th ing
e terminus of tradmg! vaguely known; perhaps it lay

routes from north and west. Towards the south-east, trade
was in the hands of the Malays, who brought back to Java the
spices and other delicacies that were sought in its markets. The
Javanese, especially, were reputed by the Portuguese to have

or Arafura Sea and reach the shores of Australia? The shortest
distance between Australia and Timor is less than 300 miles
while from some of the smaller islands to the east the distance,
to Australia is still less. It seems almost certain that such a
venturesome people as the Javanese (or other Malays) did visit

the Australian shores. We know that they did in later times.

In 1802-1803 Flinders, during his circumnavigation of Aus-
tralia, came upon evidences of Malay visits, and saw some Malays
engaged in gathering trepang or beche-de-mer. This, he says
“is carried to Timor and sold to the Chinese, who meet them
there.”” When Flinders went to Timor he made inquiries there
and was told that, about 20 years before, one of the Malay boata;
was driven on to the shores of Australia. Much trepang was
found there—and thus the trade began. That takes us hack

the Indian Ocean to Canton, proved that-

To-day, the wonderful temples

i century,

~ no direct knowledge
- or the travellers who came East in the
been good seamen. The question is, did they ever cross the Timor ;
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only to 1783, but it establishes the possibility that other boats, in
earlier times, were similarly driven by storms and adverse winds
upon the shores of Australia. This much is certain, that what-
ever was known in the Spice Islands about Australia was told to
Arabs, Indians and Chinese alike, and later o the Europeans.
If any such knowledge existed it confirmed in the minds of the
Europeans the existence of the land that Ptolemy a thousand
years before had drawn on his maps.

What we have said of the knowledge of Arabs and Indians

applies as well to the Chinese. These, too, were great traders,
travelling as far as India and among the Spice Islands in their
huge junks that could carry their 600 and 700 men. In early
times they did this and then again, after a period of 300 years
of reaction, in the 13th century, when the Mongol congquest re-
opened China to foreigners. It was during this time that the
Polos came east. They were followed by other European tra-
vellers, who throw some light on our problem. For example,
Odoric, a Franciscan monk, who came to the East at the be-
ginning of the 14th century, and who visited Sumatra, tells of
the Mare Mortuum, the Sea of the Dead, “which runneth con-
tinually southward, into the which whosoever falleth is never
seen after.” Others also speak of the impossibility of sailing
 beyond the islands because of the stormy seas. Knowledge seemed
to end with the islands. But, on the other hand, Ludowico de
_ yarthema, who visited the Spice Islands in the beginning of 16th
tells us that he was told by a Malay captain of a land
" to the south that was inhabited. Was this Australia?*® We can
never know. We can only conjecture. Perhaps Australia was
hid for another hundred years
until discovered by the Dutch. At any rate, as far as we know,
was had of it by Arabs, Indians, Chinese
wake of the Polos.

Varthema on his way back home told the Portuguese, who
had just defeated the Arabs in Indian waters (1506), all about
the Spice Islands, and was partly instrumental in bringing them
nearer Australia.

4.—PORTUGUESE COME EAST.—By the end of the 15th cen-
tury, a new chapter had opened in the story of the discovery
of Australia. During the 15th century the Portuguese had been
creeping down the western coast of Africa in the hope ultimately
of finding a way round its southern extremity to the East. The
influence of Pomponius Mela rather than of Ptolemy urged them
on, for, had they believed Ptolemy, they would not have sought
a sea-way into his land-locked Indian Ocean.

Prince Henry, the Navigator, in his retreat on the promontory
of Sagres in th'e south-west corner of Portugal, gathered round
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i ; PORTUGUESE TAKE MAL

him scholars who studied and .tau’ght “the mysteries of may = : <
making and the art of navigation.”™ Down south he sent g Sea during the next few years delayed the establishment and
his captains, who sailed the uncharted Sea of Darkness ay consolidation of possessions in the East. But, while they were
unrolled before their amazed eyes the mysteries and riches, j lever able completely to destroy Arab trade, and had to face
gold and slaves, of the African coast. By the time of Hel‘fr!' Jprtner Arad S ol bl o o
death in 1463, they had gone only as far as Sierra Leone ﬁ'ﬁ“’" M.agniﬂcer?t’ R of Tugkey (1580-1686) Sl AECEEE
1471, Santarem and Escobar crossed the equator, and, in ‘lw aqcesswn), their hindrance of that trafe i3 teflegiad n the Sic )
Diego Cam reached the mouth of the Congo.” Two years lat Gline of the customs returns of the Sultan of Egypt.* They gained

Bartholomew Dias was sent “with three fifty-ton carav sl8 t_.permission to erect a fortress at Ormuz, and thence were able

make one more attempt to find an end to the Atlantic coastg .hzlgo?n%a%?o;hi5];,'Ter:ci)ari53(»38ulf' Eolie ey

Africa’™ He passed the Cape of Good Hope, and was convineg
that he had discovered a southern route to the Indian Oceay The obvious was finally seen. Why not control the spice trade
AbO}l‘t the same time the king of Portugal had sent Pedro d at its source? Malacca Was the centre of that trade and of
Covilham through Egypt and the Red Sea to Aden, whence b eastern trade generally. Here the usual procedure was repeated.
had gone to India. On his way home he visited Abyssinia, anf The Portuguese, under Albuguerque, established a factory there,
stayed there thirty years, till he died.® He was able to send hom and soon had possession of the town. They could, thenceforth,
to Portugal information about Africa, India and the ocean he regulate the supply of spices in their own interests. ¥From
tween. Malacea they found their way to China (1517) and Japan (1542).
In 1497 Vasco de Gama, following in the course of Dias, roundes From Malacca, too, had gone out an expedition of three ships
the Cape, sailed up the east coast of Africa, and got an Aratto explore the Spice 1slands, and, incidentally, to bring the
pilot to take him across the Arabian Sea to Calicut in India. HePortuguese closer to Australia than any Europeans had ever been.
reached there in May, 1498, coming “in search of Christiani The captain of one of these ships was Francisco Serrano, a de-
and spices.” The cr_ea.tion of the Portuguese Empire of the Hasl voted friend of Ferdinand Magellan, who a few years later was
had begun. On this first voyage the Portuguese made no at:to set out from Spain to circumnavigate the globe.™ Thus, by
tempt at setting up a factory.* A factory was, however, foundei 1512, the Portuguese had reached the goal they had been aiming
wlllen the second expedition arrived in 1500. The Arabs natur at for over half a century, and had established themselves within
%1 y resented the intrusion of the Franks” (as they called a]lg, stone’s throw of Australia. But not to them was reserved the
uropeans), and were determined not to give up their monopol§ honor of its discovery
of the Eastern trade without a struggle. They were able to roust : : ;
the Zamorin of Calicut to action against them, and the Portu'if: 5—SPANISH COME WEST.—While the Portugnese BaTiEHAe
guese factory, together with the Portuguese in it, was wiped out were braving the mysteries and dangers of southern zones and
But odds were against the Arabs. There was a ,lack of unity in’ eeling their way round the Cape of Good Hope, Spaniards were
the Mohammedan world at the time, and the Hindu princes wel-'.:“ oking westward. In the same year that Diego Cam reached the
comed the Europeans as allies in the struggle to stay the Moslem Congo, Christopher Columbus arrived in Spain, and,"five years
advance in India. Portuguese factories were successfully estah- before Vasco de Gama found the African route to India, he had
ﬁhégn%r; I:-g:e ﬁutﬁgesyfgmm of India—at Cochin in 1501 and found the western route to what he thought was the Indies.
polise the trade of these e Al pentie pﬁginon to mono: Christopher Columbus™ was born round about 1436, perhaps
without a Portuguese permit. y ships that tradedgt Genoa, but cer:_‘:ﬂnly witfhin the boundzribes of thesq:gg?ﬁeg I]!.ii;
i bublic. He was the son o1 a weaver, an egan a se
porf.{’u”ﬁ‘;;bfﬁnidm°t“ggfly of the trade of the Indian Ocean, thé at an early age. He found time to study Latin, geography, astro-
I g a aining command of the trade gates inte i ert draughtsman.”
it ot Aden and the head of the Persian Gulf. In 1506 th s'inf0 pomy and mathematics, and became &% g ;
bined Mohammedan fleets from India, Anaiity it Egyp?, com- His copy of Marco Polo has been preserved with marginal nc;:;ezxl
defeated and destroyed. “History, ancient and modern, reco weré 4 his handwriting. About 1470, he went to Lisbon, which ha
achievement of armed commerce so brilliant and so frau hrds 9 pecome, under Prince Henry the Navigator, the chief centre
lasting result.”? The following year saw the Portuguesge & with o e 1 autical science in Burope,® and made several voyages down
lished on the island of Socotra, but their activities in the Aresli;ab e African coast. He married in 1473 and lived on the island
e of Porto Santo, of which his father-in-law, the noted Italian navi-
Bett'lerfn‘t;wn?w’ not in our sense, but in its original meaning: g traqing gator, Perestrelo (died 145T), had been governor. Columbus spent
: s time studying the maps, sailing charts and other documents

=3
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left by Perestrelo, and listenin

i % g, probably, to *

cussions that must have been held over 53i'he‘:Jg';retalg;e c%arfer
problem of the age: how far south that African coast

?clnu‘it whether there was any likelihood of
1 .!!:Pﬂ
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gusted with the delays, he was setting out for France or Eng-
land, other influence was able to obtain the promise of a re-
consideration of his plans, as soon as the war was OVer. In
January the Moors were defeated, and his case was in court.
He demanded appointment as admiral of the ocean, and as vice-
roy of the lands he might discover and one-eighth of all profits.
The price was put down as being ftoo high, negotiations were
proken off and Columbus was setting out again for France. Again
he was recalled and an agreement was reached. Money was
raised for the voyage; but money was not the only difficulty.
Crews had to be found—and debts were wiped out and sentences
of criminals remitted in order that men might be got to under-
take service in the expedition. On Friday, August 3, 1492, they
set sail—ninety of them—in three caravels, the largest of which
was ninety feet long, and, after many difficulties, created by the
fears and superstitions of some of the sailors, and threats of
mutiny, they landed on one of the Bahama Islands on October
12.

Columbus believed, both then and in his later voyages, that
he was in the lands of Marco Polo. Haiti was Cipango; Cupa
was Cathay. When South America was discovered he thought
it was Ptolemy’s southern continent, and his fourth voyage was
a reply to da Gama’s success in reaching India. Columbus then
sought the Straits of Malacea to reach the Indian Ocean from
the east. He never knew that the vast Pacific separated his
discoveries- from Marco Polo’s Cipango and the Spice Islands.

Those who came after Columbus continued the search for the
great south land and the treasures—material and spiritual—it
might contain. One of these was Amerigo Vespucci, after whom

~ America is named. In 1502 he sailed down the east coast of South

America, thinking he was sailing down the east coast of Terra
Australis! “It is proper,” he says in a letter to Lorenze de Medici,
describing the countries he had discovered, “to call them a new
world. For it transcends the ideas of the ancients; since
most of them say that beyond the equator to the south there I8
no continent, but only the sea, which they called Atlantic; and if
any of them asserted the existence of a continent there, they
found many reasons for refusing to consider it a habitable coun-
try. But this last voyage of mine has proved that this opinion
of theirs was erroneous and in every way contrary to the facts,
since in those southern regions I have found a continent more
thickly inhabited by peoples and animals than our Europe, or
Asia, or Africa.”™

Columbus had sought the Straits of Malacca around Panama,
wanting to reach India. He failed, though many refused to be-
lieve they were not there. Now others were seeking to solve
the problem. 8So, Vespucci sailed south. But in 1513
“ypon a peak in Darien,” stood and looked, first of Europeans,
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upon the eastern part of the ocean that was later to be callg
Pacific. Six years later, a “Portuguese commander of a Spanish
fleet’™ set out on the most wonderful voyage in the history of
the world.

Ferdinand Magellan, a Portugese nobleman, was born, roungd
about 1480, at Saborosa, in the mountainous north-eastern cor-
ner of Portugal. Nothing much is known of his early years unti|
inn 1505, we find him a volunteer in the Portuguese navy in the
East. There he served, first under Almeida, the first Portuguese
Governor of India, and then under his successor, Albuquerque. Hg
was in the first European expedition east of Ceylon—that of
Sequeira, which went to Malacca in 1508-9. It was while there
that he formed an undying friendship with Francisco Serrang,
whose life, together with that of Sequeira, he had saved. Thé
story of Serrano’s later adventures aroused in Magellan the de-
sire also to sail to the Spice Islands. In 1512 he was back in
Portugal, but out of favor at court. He saw service in Morocceo,
where he was wounded in the knee and was lamed for the rest
of his life. He arrived at the conclusion in the course of his geo-
graphical studies, that there was, somewhere in America, a strait
through which he could sail and join his friend Serrano in the
Spice Islands. Upon maps of the period appear such straits—
for example, the Globe of Schoner (1515). He placed the pro-

pt;igl _lgefore King Emmanuel, who would have nothing to do
w it.

had done.
He arrived in Seville in 1517.

Magellan left Portugal for Spain—just as Columbus .

There he married Beatriz de-"-

Barbosa, daughter of another Portuguese in the Spanish service, :

Charles V. smiled upon his plans, and preparations were pub .t

under way.

tonio” (120 tons), the “Concepcion” (90 tons), the “ ”
tons) and the “Santiago” (75 tons), all old and r:tteﬂicto';'iﬁe :;.ggj
men were of many nationalities—Spanish, Portuguesé Crenoese 3
Sicilians, French, Germans, Greeks, Negroes, Ma.la.ys’ and one’
Englishman from Bristol. The Portuguese king had acents on .
board to stir up mutiny in order to prevent the succesgs fsthe
voyage, and, of the other captains, one only was fait,huf 1 to
Magellan—Juan Serrano, of the “Santiago,” a brothe ! his
friend Francisco. They had not gone far before Cartage; %
fain of the “San Antonio™ had to be placed in irone foo -
subordination. By the end of November they were on the i
zilian coast. Most of January they spent in finding out %Bra-
the La Plata was a strait or not, and February ang Mw etha_r-
making their way through endless storms down the o
Patagonia. - At Port St. Julian, which they reached at foust iy
of Mamt,lllf they determined to winter. i the end
" Here the simmering discontent boiled over. Their gy

had been buffeted by the storms: none had been ;ui?h‘:il :::tt;

On September 20, 1519, he set out from n
board the “Trinidad” (110 tons), accompanied by the ‘%i(rllizﬁg:- 4

A~
3
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than they were; rations were short—but Magellan would listen
‘to no talk of turning back. He promised rewards and appealed
to the men’s pride—but in any case they must go on. The mutin-
ous captains told the men that Magellan, the Portuguese, was
deliberately leading a Spanish fleet to destruction as an act
of service to the Portuguese king. Mutiny broke out on April
1, 1520. The “San Antonio” now commanded by Magellan’s cousin,
was seized and one of the mutineers placed in charge. Thus
three of the five ships were controlled by mutineers. But the
commander was more than a match for them. He sent a boat’s
crew on board the “Victoria,” and if, by surprise tactics, was able
to take the ship. Now controlling three ships he opened fire
on the other two, boarded and captured them. One captain,
Quesada, was executed: the other. tosether with o nriest, was
left behind at Port St. Julian when the fleet sailed. During
the winter the “Santiago” was wrecked. On August 24 they set
out again.

On October 21 they reached Cape Virgins and were soon in
the strait to which Magellan has given his name. They were
more than five weeks passing through the strait, during which
one of the ships, the “San Antonio,” deserted and returned to
Spain. But, to suggestions of returning, Magellan replied that
he would go on “if he had to eat the leather off the ship’s yards,”
words that were to come true. At last they were through the
straits, and when Magellan «gawe the way open to the other
mayne sea, he was so gladde thereof that for ioy the teares fell
from his eyes.”" So peaceful seemed this new ocean to Magellan
after the storms of the Atlantic that he gave it the name it has
since borne: the Pacific.

Having sailed around the southern extremity of America and
entered the Pacific, Magellan had proved at once that Columbus
fiad not reached Japan or China, and that South America was
not Terra Australis. But he had discovered something else—at
least to the satisfaction of 16th century navigators and map-
makers. Terra Australis did really exist—they knew it from
Ptolemy. And they were very prone to see continents where
only islands existed. So, having proved that South America was
not Terra Australis, Magellan at once jumped at the conclusion
that he had passed through the straits that separated South
America from Terra Australis. In other words, Tierra del Fuego
‘was the tip 'of the southern continent, and remained such until
after Drake had proved it to be an island. Map-makers, who
believed that North America (whose western coast was not
properly known till Cook’s day) was joined to Asia found both
confirmation of Ptolemy's southern continent and proof that
“he was wrong about a land-locked Indian Ocean. ‘Vasco da
Gama had found a way into it from the west, around Africa,
and now Magellan had found a way into it from the East, aro_und
America.. Moreover, the latter had seen Terra Australis' 80,

S
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Ptolemy was right: the Indian O i
Ptolemy ; cean did have ¢
ignlgst If{rufi’orflu'%‘ ‘;I‘errad ?ustralis stretched all alongwﬁ'.segglx‘xat%m
gth, from Tierra de Fuego, already seen 5
Africa to join again to Tierra del Fuego. 'I"I:]en gg;ttcl)]fe S]C;lith 8
Vast

continent had still to be dis
centuries and a half, men sougl‘ftc-”iit?!md’ Tl AT Ao

Magellan was now in the Paci

| ) acific, “but th i

grrir*sess efitlg before him. Once more a Sea of lgarwk%?sts e

iyl gﬁ?rzvi he;rt&s sickening with hope deferred mﬁtu}f
= aters had been strange to Columb “hi .

here before Magellan’s people all was thrice unkﬂi;‘gd e

‘They were the first that
ever
Into that silent sea;’ e

and, as they sailed montt

e g ‘ 1 after month over the :

Deceml%grm?}ele(]f Su'll planet began to make itself ?;al"??g‘ Oéiﬁ{ate:?

g dgl E‘m ed north, then north-west and' west gl:\rl i
uego they had travelled already twice as; far?:;

Columbus had on hi
: is first voyag
where neither food nor watgr Re. . They tiiched b vio IS

5000 miles was obtainable, a

water on tl‘cl)g E-:(l;?of;‘vﬂ]:ocean before they Téac?l%dtl}%gdfa:ﬂ
and, withal, most of ethesrlt?ngféb ML AufiETnes. worg feEg
taken to their i ably believed the i
no ending. destruction—lost on y were bl

leather which were folded about

and wind, they hun hard by reaso; -
; g them by a . n of the sun, rain,
four or five days to mollify bhglc:-daﬁldt}_;; sea for the space of

them. B g t

ar i ni’s rgeraé?n of this famine and unclgfrfnfethgm, and atel

hunger. And b S0 over their teeth that they gj eding, some of
; y this occasion died 19 me ¥ died miserably for

these that di

do any servit:‘:ad’ E_Ehor 30 were so sick that tl;fe and, . . .»besigy

Wras with their hands or arms f Y were not able to'
months and 20 days, they sail or feebleness, . . . In

by the sai : ed 40 ;

wl;lf t;aesgc;dc:?ﬁat; %léggszimﬁcum_ (that, Is, ggalgaaé.gb‘;s,)s mhc_nne gulf
N o e fhy Eadns i Which may
tempest. . . . d no misfortune of wing g 5,0 Si81
mEHPleZood wég;?l that in fine, if God of his m;;lg or any other
they should all ﬁa\}.ﬁ v;eitsdnefcessary that in thig ;:,ﬂd not given

ed from h great
they escaped so hardly that it may blénggfﬁ, tzghich nevertl:?elseiz

lilj:uvoyage may be attempted with so good succ;‘g;ﬂ:g?er ever the
advicere(;usedeg n?W. of course, that to turn back waal;
pair as to go on. So, on they went uﬁiumuch the
» €arly in

“And s > on a vast ocean that mi :
and other victualsl},avmg in this time consumed all thnelil gl;t h&ﬁ
that they were én?ays Pigafetta, “they fell into such ecousiil
BEnak, el oo Bl os o B Dowder thab beaeh
ut ms. ... Thei 2
putrefied and become yellow. They didhzgtf;]i.jsgswaaggr vniras alst; %
I : eces of
But these skins, being made very certain great ropes of tlr)m ships.

DISASTER AND SUCCESS 21

March, they reached islands where they found fresh food and
water but which, from the proclivities of the natives, they called
the Ladrone Islands, or the islands of robbers. Less than a
fortnight later they reached the Philippines—islands that pro-
mised wealth to Spain. Here, Magellan, the earnest Catholic,
was able to convert the King of Sebu to Christianity. The latter,
wishing to test the power of his new gods, declared war On
another king who would not pay him homage and called on
Magellan as an ally. And “the steadfast commander, the ally and
protector of his new convert, the peerless navigator, the knight
without fear and without reproach, now turned crusader as
quickly as he had turned missionary.”™ But, the enemy was
overwhelmingly superior—and Magellan died fighting valiantly
as he helped to cover the retreat of his small force. “The
Indians,” Pigafetta mournfully tells us, “threw themselves upon
him with jron-pointed bamboo spears and scimitars, and every
weapon they had, and ran him through—our mirror, our light,
our comforter, our true guide—until they killed him."®

Disaster followed disaster. The new “Christian” Kking, de-
feated and contrite, saw the errors of his ways and the futility
of relying upon the Christian god, and made haste to appease
his former gods by massacring about thirty of the leading
Spaniards whom he had invited to a banquet. Only 115 of the
original 280 remained. The “Concepcion,” unseaworthy, was
destroyed and, later, the “Trinidad” sprang a leak. The latter,
after refitting, set sail (April 6, 1522) to re-cross the Pacific with
54 men. She failed to cross the Pacific; her crew were stricken
with famine and scurvy, and she arrived back at the Moluccas
with 19 men left—who were seized by the Portuguese and faced
new horrors. Only four of them ever reached Spain again!

The “Victoria” had, however, set sail for home in December
via the Cape of Good Hope, with 47 men aboard. They passed
through the Moluccas and by Timor—and so, not far from the
Australian coast! No mention, however, is made in the account
of the trip of Australia’s having been seen, bub Galvano, €X-
governor of the Moluceas, writing in 1555, had this to sa¥:
«Beyond this island—one hundred leagues—they discovered
certain islands under the Tropic of Capricorn, and, further om,
others. All are peopled thenceforward, nor did they see land
except it might be some islets up to the Cope of Good Hope.”™

The “Vietoria” reached home, with only 18 survivors, after an
absence of three and a half years—the first ship to sail round
the world. “Eastward, ho!” had been the purden of the encou-
ragement given to Henry the Navigator’s captains and Crews as
he sent them to find a way round Africa to the riches of the
East. “Westward, ho!” had been the CIy of Columbus and the
Spaniards as they sought, in 1492, the self-same riches by sailing
west. Now, thirty years after, they had met amongst the Spice

35
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. New Guinea, “put,” says the late Professor Wood, “neither in

Portuguese nor in Spanish writing is there one word (as far
as I know) to suggest knowledge of anything south of the north
coasts of the island chain from Java to Timor; no word save the
passage in Galvana (see above, p. 21) telling of ‘certain islands
under the Tropic of Capricorn,’ to which, he says, the Victoria’
came a hundred leagues peyond Timor”.* On the contrary, he
adds, there are a “gpod many words to suggest ignorance.” e
refers to several contemporary writers. Barres, a Portuguese
chronicler (about the middle of 16th century), says that south
of Java there is an undiscovered sea, S0 the Javanese say, into
which it is a peril to go—a statement which recalls Odoric’s
“mare mortuum,” which is corroborated by other writers, and
which it would appear, according to modern authorities, has
some basis in fact. South of the Spice Islands, it was too dan-
gerous to voyage.

The Portuguese Couto, writing about 1570, says that the “south
coast is not frequented by us,” © while Linschoten (a Dutch tra-
veller who visited the Far East at the end of the 16th century),
a careful and industrious inquirer, who “first put into Dutch and
English minds the idea of an eastern commercial empire,”* in his

* book, wrote that he was not cerfain whether Java was an island
~ or not. On his map, he makes the south coast of that island
smooth, showing that he knew nothing about it, and marks
«“Beach provincia aurifera™ to the south of it only “hecause
like Ortelius and Mercator, he thought it necessary to find a
place for Marco Polo’s Locace or Beach.”

This ignorance, Prof. Wood pointed out, is not remarkable—for
. several reasons. The number of Portuguese and Spaniards in
the Far East was small. "“The harvest of spices was great and
the laborers were few.” “There was little motive for explora-
tion and little possibility for undertaking it.”* Moreover,” the
courses of trading ships were such as practically to preclude the
accidental discovery of Australia. For the Portuguese hugged
the east coast of Africa on their way out. It was only when,
in the next century, the Dutch struck right across the Indian
Ocean, that the accidental discovery of Australia was both likely
and actually made. The Spanish, on the other hand, sailed
direct from Mexico to the Philippines, and winds were not likely
to blow them on to the Queensland coast; while the Straits of
Magellan were given up after the disaster of Del Cano’s voyage
in 1524. Ships from Peru sailing directly across the Pacific might
have discovered Australia, but the earliest recorded of such voy-
ages is that of Mendana in 1567, which ugetually did discover
the Solomon Islands.’™ Professor Wood laid special weight on
the ignorance of Australia shown by Galvano, ex-Governor of the
Moluccas, who wrote his “Piscoveries of the World,” before 1555-

But, if chroniclers have nothing to tell us of Australia, what
of the map-makers? There are many 16th and 17th century
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maps to study, and some have been thought to display a knog.

ledge of the Australian coast. Professor Wood divided the may
into three groups.

Firstly, there are the maps that quite definitely show no knoy.
ledge of Australia. A map by Francisco Rodriguez (who had bey
a pilot in the Portuguese expedition of 1511-1512) shows the striny
of islands from Java to Timor, their “south coasts drawn ing
way to suggest a knowledge of them.”* Pedro Reinel’s map (abouj
1517) shows the same string, but they run north and south anj
not east and west! This map seems “to show ignorance of the
south coasts and a tendency to fill in the unknown vacang
with land.” In still another map, a Spanish map by Riben
(1529), only the north coasts of the islands are shown while the
south coasts fade into the ocean.™ We come to a map of om
of the discoverers of America, Sebastian Cabot, made in 154
and he wrote to the south of the islands, “unknown sea or land™

The famous German map-maker, Sebastian Munster, in a map .

dafed 1572, says there is no continent to the sou.h. There ar
other maps which tell us the same.

Shakespeare knew. It is a map in the second edition of Hakluyt's
Voyages, published in 1598-1600. Maria, in “Twelfth Night,
compares Malvolio’s smile to it: “He does smile his face into

more lines than are in the new map, with the augmentation of

the Indies; I ean hardly forbear hurling things at him.”™ On
the map in the earlier edition of 1589 there was a huge southern
continent; in the new edition that disappears,* but there appears

to the south of the East Indies a wavy line. This, Prof. Wood [
conjectured to represent the “certain islands under the Tropic |
of Capricorn, which Galvano (whose book Hakluyt admired),
said the “Victoria” had passed on her way from home®™ It is

clear that the maps so far enumerated had no knowledge of
Australia.®

The second class of maps are similar to the map of Mercator
of 1560, which we here reproduce.* These maps show the large
southern continent which Ptolemy said existed. We have already

shown that Tierra del Fuego was regarded as a northern tip of
that continent. On some of these maps another wide peak of

the continent is shown just to the south of the Spice Islands.
Some show New Guinea connected with the continent; others
show a strait between. On the continent we find the name
“Beach” or “Locac.,” It seems apparent that the map-makers.
taking for granted the existence of a southern continent drew’r
one of its peaks to come into the region of Java in orger that
they might be able to place Polo’s “Locac.” What they hag t,
go on was: (1) Ptolemy’s southern continent; (2) Polo’s "Locacg
to the south of Java—and they drew their maps accordingly
’

* See maps on pp. 33 and 34,
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of America. Had anybody confirmed Polo® in th

As far as documentary evidence is concerned, w?a E:;t sI:;h"
There may have been some natives’ stories of a land to fjllfg

sou_th that indicated that the map-makers were right. Ang

again, why was a strait drawn on some maps betwéen Neu;

Guinea—did the map-makers know or was it because of a desirn

to keep separate the known and the unknown? But, still again,

to the continent.

and to counteract these maps, others showed New Guinea joineﬁ%
i

i

The third class of maps is a group (datin l
g 1530-1570) made by
French map-makers from a common original—a Portuguese ma{)-;i

__which show to the satisfaction of some that there wa

\ _ S a cer-
tain detaﬂeq knowledge of the Australian coast. These can
best be considered from a reproduction that we here give.” That

The modern outline of Australia e i
and the East Indies with the chart of Jean

Rotz (1542) superimposed. No resemblance
is here. (From Wood, p. 123.) et

the maps show a knowledge of Australia is denied by Pr
for three reasons that seem final: (1) There had geenoribwvgoc.l.
ages to make the descriptions possible; (2) there is much e\ﬂ_
dence that they are the work of the imagination; and (3) th
supposed resemblances are not convineing.® 9
I think it is with certainty we can say that in t ;
tury there was no definite knowledge of Australia.heT:S:h Ken-
tralis nad still to be discovered, and some Spanish o e
were now intent on seeking it. onlony

% —AUSTRIALIA DEL ESPERITU SANTO.—Peru in the ¢
of a war of congquest, Spanish expeditions before the m?d prons
the 16th century set out from Mexico. By then, howey, dle of
had been “pacified,” there was a settled government ::;GP:E:
el

&
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adventurers who had accomplished the pacification sighed for
fresh worlds to conguer. “They wanted virgin fields such as
Cortes and Pizarro had exploited, and they drank in greedily
the tales of an undiscovered continent in the west which were
current among the Indians and the seafaring population of
callao.”™

There were rumors of an Inca’s having crossed the ocean
discovered gold-bearing islands and brought back plenty of
gold to prove it. Scientists and map-makers were telling about
the great “Austral” continent and that these rich islands were
its northern peaks. «Tt was an age of gold, and, to the Spaniard,
the whole unknown world was yellow.”"” Juan Gaetano, in
1555, discovered the Hawaiian Islands.”

On November 19, 1567, Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa, with the

8 (iory of the Inca’s gold in his mind and the fear of the Holy

Inquisition in his heart, because of its dislike of his “divina-
tion” (he had an ink which had the power of making any woman
incapable of resisting him!), set sail from Callao in a subordinate
position in an expedition that he had continually urged. He had
expected to command it, but, instead, it was commanded by
' Alvoro de Mendana, nephew of the governor. The avowed object
was an ambitious one: «o convert all infidels to Christianity”
and to discover a terra firma—a continent—and also to ap-
propriate any gold found in the process. The two ships (250
‘and 107 tons), with friars amongst the crews, set a course that
would have taken them to Cape vork. The ships Were unfitted
for a long voyage, and provisions Wwere short. Amherst con-
siders it almost a miracle that, after separating, the two ships
were back in Callao harbor nineteen months later, with the
loss of only one-third of the ships’ companies. att, is difficult,”
he says, “for anyone unacquainted with the ocean miscalled the
Pacific to realise the reckless daring of the enterprise. Leaving
in the month of November with the hurricane season just ap-
- proaching; crossing an ocean more than 7000 miles in width,
beset with unknown coral reefs, in crazy vessels unprote(_:tEd
from the ‘teredo, and almost incapable of beating to wind-
ward:® with the prevailing wind behind them, and a ‘dead beat’
all the way homeward; depending on provisions that no master,
in the worst days of our merchant marine would have dared to
put to sea with, the adventurers had a thousand chances to one
against ever finding their way home again.”™

The commander, Mendana (born about 1542, and therefore about
96 at the time of the voyage) “Secms to have been a ﬂan of
humanity and sympathy with natives rare in those days.™ Re-
jecting Sarmiento’s course, which, if continued long enoueh,
would have brought them to Central Queensland, he sailed south-
west down to 153 deg. south latitude, for in 15 deg. Gallego, the
pilot, understood the treasure islands to be, then west
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at modern Cooktown)™ for “620 leagues” and then a little noy
of west. In the last direction lay failure to find Australia, By
the middle of January, one of the Ellice Islands was discovereq
but no landing was made, and, on February 7, the “continenp’™
was sighted. We now know that their “continent” was th
Solomon Islands, so-called by the Spaniards later (not, appar
ently, by Mendana) because they were convinced (with ven
little reason) they contained much gold, and so might be the%.

: : : o
Land of Ophir from which King Solomon got the gold to dece:®
rate his temple! ;

The island, which Mendana called Santa Ysabel, was thor-&
oughly explored and information gathered from the natives;_‘;‘
about other islands existing to the west and south. Theae?
natives, who were cannibals, refused to be led “as laborers inigh
the vineyard of our Lord,” and there were clashes between them
and the Spaniards, in spite of the desire of Mendana and the®
friars to deal gently with them. What in them was, accord-"
ing to European standards, treachery was more than matched
by Sarmiento’s efficient and civilised cruelty. After six months
in the islands, during which gold and silver and pearls and spices
were much talked of but never seen, the idea of making a settle-
ment was given up, and they sailed for home.

In the years that followed, these islands assumed somewhat
the character of a mystery. The ignominious failure became &
huge success in the popular imagination, and the islands be-
came the fabled Ophir, teeming with riches. And this, mainly
because they were lost! Mendana, says Amherst, “brought back
to Peru an account of their discoveries so accurate and detailed
that it is possible, 333 years afterwards (Amherst was writing
in 1901) to identify every harbor and islet and creek by which
they passed; and yet, though ship after ship set out to see
them, they were so completely lost to Europeans that, in the
course of two centuries, geographers came to doubt their exist-
ence, and they were actually expunged from the chart, until they
were re-discovered by Carteret and Bougainville in the latter
half of the 18th century. And this, although the group in-
cluded eight large islands stretched like a net across the course
of navigators, in an almost unbroken line for 600 miles!”* But,
because they were lost, much was “known” about them. Am
herst gives examples of the stories that were told; for example,
one by a cerfain Juan Montares who mentioned the golq platl
on which the inhabitants had their food served and the canoges
whose gunwales were bound round with gold!*

‘Mendana wished to undertake another expedition, but it wag
not until 28 years later that we find him again sailing west
from Peru. He had had in his pocket since 1574 3 Roys] per.
mission to make a settlement, but royal decrees dig not ovet
ride the malice of Peruvian viceroys. One of these, an snecll
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of Mendana, thrust him into.prison in 1577, and it is not till
1505 that he is heard of again.

In the meantime, too, the English had taken a hand in Pacific
exploration, were harassing Spanish shipping, and had made a
few important discoveries. In 1578, Francis Drake sailed through
the Magellan Straits and encountered a storm that is not paral-
leled in “any records . . . since Noah's flood.”™ This storm,
which drove them southward of Txf{l‘ra del Fuego, was respon-
sible for their discovery that that island was really an island
and not a tip of Terra Austral_is, as Mr;rcal.or's map had shown
it. Another rent in the mythical fabric of the great south_ern
continent! Sacking Spanish towns on the way, Drake sailed
up the western coast of America, crossed the ]_?aclﬁc and reached
the Spice Islands. Here, so he said, the King of Ternate, by
treaty, gave England a monopoly of the spice trade! Thence,
touching at Java, he sailed home _roun_d the Cape of Good
Hope. Another Englishman, Cavendish, in 1586-8, fol_lowed in
Drake’s wake, and suggested to Queen Elizabeth on his return
home that, now that the Spanish power had been‘ overthrown
(Spanish Armada defeated, 1588), the time was ripe to over-

' throw the power of Portugal and seize the Spice Islands. In=

i s “treaty” as an excuse, Or as an honorgble
gi‘:g{lswtl)gllli,l’?rzs eoile' tchocgges, and the strength of the efficient
fleet that was being built up, the_ way seemed opera ;og e:ctll
English bid for power and conquest in the East. In 1600, in 8
the British East India Company was formed.

however, the Spanish search for souls_to save, a con-
tirf?n?gg’settle and gold to make endurabi_e this vale of :gitr:
was continued. The King's Decree now ran in Peru, aorr:e\;l i
roy being favorable. But the most important persander .
second expedition of Mendana Wwas not 1§he co;;nn}bo ;
de Quiros—a name known to every Australian schoolboy.

i born in 1565. He

Fernandez de Quiros was a Portugese o

be}:::g?a Spaniard when the whole of Portu_gal becag: E:lﬁé; :

in 1580. While still young, he was recognw;dtasf o
pilot. His was a character far different from that o

X deal.
officials, adventurers and governors with whom he had to

3 “from
We gather his character, says Sir Clements M:rmus dis-
his narratives. He was a man of a humane an

: d. He was a zealous
tion; averse to violence and plnodshe L.
g{;.stlholic, striving to maintain religious feelings among his peop

i faile
Brave and resolute himself, full of zeal and enit;uil:;m\;:;;naung.
in the management of men. He was often we K anio turbulent
and had not the force of will necessary to con!

7 voyage, the
and cheer and half-hearted.”” Speaking of his last voy dal:

same writer says: “There w(ai,st_not :ﬁ c?i:%?aﬁ;ﬁ':i‘:e of ¢
unishment during the expedition, old age.
I:he exception of the Father Commissary, who died of

I
|
\
]\
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Quiros was a thorough seaman, and the best pilot of his tjy
He was not a self-seeker, but was devoted to a great idea, a
persistently strove to realise it with unswerving resolution, uy
death ended his career. N One dream of Quiros was thy
in his southern continent there should be justice to the coy
verted natives, and that the evil deeds perpetrated in Mexj
and Peru should not be repeated.”” In one of his many la %
memorials to the Spanish king he begged that the natives
the South Seas be “gently and amiably intreated,” and th
the way with them should be the “way of sweetness.”™ B

Nothing illustrates his hatred of the horrors of the Spanifl
conquest of America and the sense of duty he felt towards th
backward races than the will that he drew up on his last vg
age. In bitter allegory he condemns the Spanish conguero
and points to a better way of dealing with backward ra

Pelicans, who would feed the inhabitants of the new lani
with their own bloed,* he wanted the Spaniards to bhei—
“I desire much that in these regions which it has been the Wi
of God to show me, and in all those still hidden but, no doubl
as well peopled as those I saw, there be designed and fabn
cated some nests without brambles, nor other kinds of thorn
refuges and pleasant abiding places of pelicans, who first ted
their flesh, open their bosoms and clearly show entrails an
heart; and, not content with that, they should give to thes
people dishes cooked in many ways in the braziers of enlightene
charity, being the pots and pans of piety and pity, and th
table service of all equity; and that for drink there should b
the sweat of the brows, if they prefer not giving the blood o
their veins”;—saecrifice and service which alas! have been con
spicuous in only a few individuals in the whole history of th
relations of the civilised with the backward races of the world
even in our own Australia—“all this with pure and clear love
always without ever a step backwards.”

—not Falcons, birds of prey: “I should not wish, in no wa
whatever, that among these new and tender people there shoul
come to settle and to live, or to enter into grand palaces for thel
nests, any falcons, or sakers, or other birds of prey, which, circli ].
and dissimulating, spring suddenly on their prey and grasp thes
‘with their cruel talons and with their flerce and sharp beaks tea
them into a thousand pieces, without ever being gorged, or pick
ing the bones when there is no flesh left on them .

And what of the American Indians?—“I answer for them anl
say in this wise, that the force, injuries, injustices ang e e ;
that have been done, and are done, are incredible, the meth n
infernal, the number not to be counted: and that Bver bl
seen their masters, rior others who enjoy great par of th:ve
—_— el

+ Pelicans were supposed to feed their yonng with thejr i bm

A DREAM a1

of the people, to lament the evil things they have done and do,
that they may take their ease in all comfort. If, perchance, I
have heard one grumble, cry, or quarrel, it is for me a pretence,
and nothing more. For they have not pardoned, nor pardon,
nor intend to pardon for the least thing they want, much less
excuse any payment of money. It is money, I say, that they
want and more money, though it be torn from men’s entrails
. . T say they require from them always more, and never less,
though it should be in the deprivation of the glory and eternity
of their hell and that of their victims. . . .”»

But, in the New Jerusalem that Quiros will establish—“They
will do works so honorable and beautiful as will make all others
of the same kind look ugly. And more also: for God and His
Majesty will be served in all these regions, and the natives will be
made to prosper, as is just and right, in the great and the
small affairs; and this will be my reward.”™

Alas! It was a dream! But it was also the last will and
testament of a noble man in favor of the black races of Terra
Australis and the islands of the Pacific. How we, his execut:ors,
have betrayed our trust is revealed in the history of our deah_ng§
with them. The way of the Spanish‘conquemr has prevailed
here, too—not the way of the gentle Quiros.

When one contemplates the cruelties and horrors that were
brought to pagan America by the Christian Spamgh and that
complete wiping out of the culture of a people which attended
the conquest, one is thankful for the salfe of our common
humanity for any contemporary voice raised in protegtl And we
are especially interested when one of those voices Is of a man
whose name is linked with our own country. Quiros, two cen-
turies before Canning, was calling in a new world to redress the
balance of the old!™ £

On April 9, to return to Mendana’s second expedltlon, the foué'
ships set sail, carrying nearly 400 people including some mat:leas
couples—new Arks to people a new world; In July, the Man%u o
were reached. In all of these early voyages, we have to no ed £
practical inability of navigators to ascertain their longitu e.s
So Mendana at first thought the Marquesas were the Solomons.
However, finding out his mistake, he sailed on westward hoﬂx;g
to find the fabled Ophir again. Gallego, on the‘prevt;;ms thé)s;
had calculated that they were 2000 miles nearer l“erul1 anMen—
really are. The crews grew mutinous, knowing as well fted 5
‘dana, that they were lost. At last, land was again mﬁight iy
September T7—the island of Vera Cruz. On the same ¢t
second-in-command sailed away and was never heard o ae m;

It was decided to make a settlement. ‘But thercrews] sf-t.he?
desire for settlement. They nad come for gold and pe:;mm i
had not come to be farmers. Mendana argued with them, ity
they threatened to kill him, though giving him the opportun
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to elect wha.tg they should drink from his skull! The characte
of these Spanish crews (of Mendana and later of Quiros), asws|
as of the English crews of Dampier later, is painted very black

MERCATOR’S MAP 13

De Quiros describes his as brutal and cruel murderers and bar e Tt ‘:.;qm%?:]".'
barians, caring only for their own bodily comfort and welfay e e
and riches—for these or for no excuse they were ready to kil ,\._,MVA uw"b“ : "o
man, woman or child. To this we can only add these remarks} ¢ 4’0R = CN
That to set men an example of barbarism and to encourage ang: ]

promote the most barbarous as the Spanish ruling class did inf
Mexico and Peru, and then to expect them to be other thans
barbarians is, at least, naive; that to train men to Kkil®
and subdue every humane instinet, as the seamen off
Spain and England were trained, to teach them that thet
only good Englishmen or Spaniards were dead ones, is not
to encourage them to be humane to men of a skin of a different™
hue; that, for those not so trained, who have education and
refinement and wealth, it is easy tfo exaggerate badness,
that the conditions of society brought the worst, the dregs
as well as some of the best and bravest, to serve on the sea; thai
the wonder is, not that they were so bad, but that they were no
worse and that to seek to build a New Jerusalem with men who
have been gathered together upon the promise of much wealth!
is the surest way to fail. So, the expeditions of de Quiros, him-
self concerned with the noble purpose of benefiting humanifj
and saving lives and souls, became mere piratical expeditions
with himself powerless to achieve his good or to prevent their
bad. And all the wickedness was not in the forecastle—most o
it was in high places at home, where the gold, had it been dis-
covered, would have enriched the few who, no more than the
sailors whom de Quiros upbraided, were concerned with uplifting
and enlightening backward races.

After a mutiny, the death of Mendana and a voyage to Manila
under the command of Mendana’s widow (the “Governess,” who
used precious water to wash her clo.thes when men were dying of
thirst—"you wash your clothes with their lives,” Quiros told
her”), de Quiros returned to Peru—but still determined to seek
again Terra Australis and save the souls of its people. He sailed
for Spain to seek permission and la_nded there with a few dollars
in his pocket. He went to Italy, gained the approval of the Pope
Clement VIII, and returned to Spain. There he found no en

A sketch from Mer-
cator’s map, 1569.

completely forbidden; classes in reading, writing, arithmetic,
navigation, the art of fortification, etc., were to be held, Natives
were to be treated humanely.

De Quiros aimed at sailing south-west down to 30 degrees 8.,
then north-west to 10 degrees 15 minutes, then west to Vera Cruz,
then south-west to 20 degrees and north-west to 4 degrees, then
west to New Guinea, and finally home via South Africa.

He became very ill and there was much discontent among the
crew fostered by the chief pilot Juan Ochoa Bilboa, a protege of

CP At

f scientific kn ] b SRS
couragement for the advancement of lc knowledge or the vl
<aving of souls but some interest in his promise of future riches; u-ééfv;.{w o ol
He gained permission but had to beg his way back to Pery and ':'}fyr o W AL 1
after much delay set sail again from Callao on Decembey 12, 1605. § i

i g ¥
three ships, th i
This time nearly 300 men sailed on » Uhe second-in
command peing Luis Vaez de Torres, another name linked with
that of Australia. De Quiros, now in command, was to ep foree
cy and religion. Blasphemies ‘::el'e to he Punishe d'.
dmnpmws ‘were to be sald by all every a rnoon; gambing i Prrt of Ottelius’s May of 1087,
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Part of Map in

Q el A ‘ﬁ Hakluyt's Voyages
2 . 2V 0 Ll' (published 1598—
o 1600).
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Figures refer to: (1) Iava Maior; (2)
Sumatra; (3) Timor; (4) New Guinea; (5)
Celebes; (6) Borneo; (7) The wavy ling

/?\/\
(see p. 21),

the Viceroy of Peru. Quiros had intended sailing in September
and the delay to December was rendering the carrying out of his
plan impossible. January 22, 1608, found them in latitude 26
degrees. A storm arose, de Quiros was sick and the chief pilot
forced him to change his course to west-north-west, not without
protest from Torres. 1In his account of the voyage, sent to the
King from Manila, Torres says: “In latitude 26 deprees S., it
appeared proper to our commander not to pass that latitude,
because of changes in the weather: on which account I gave a

o ey

&

Part of Plancius’s Map of 1594,
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declaration under my hand that it was not a thing obvious that |
we ought to diminish our latitude, if the season would allow, till |
we got beyond 30 degrees. My opinion had no effect.” ™ Had |
they gone on in their original course, Markham (p. XXIII) points
out, they would have struck New Zealand and Quiros’s “dream
would have been parfly realised”—but only if they had continued
on past the 30th parallel originally set as the furthest south to be
reached.

Thay passed several islands, reached the 10th parallel and went
westward seeking Vera Cruz. Islands were seen, there were
clashes with natives, water was short, there were more disputes
about longitude, and the pilot was arrested and sent aboard
Torres’ ship. A block for execution was set up on the yard arm
to “encourage” the recalcitrant sailors—but was never used.
Torres gives indications that he believed it should have been used.
On April 7, water was obtained at one of the Duff Group of
islands. Driven by wind and sea and the caprice of his subor-
dinates, now south and east, now south and west, ill and ridi-
culed for his idealism by the intriguers, Quiros at last reached
what he fondly imagined was the great southern continent.
«pystralia” was the natural name to give it—the obvious one-
word derivative from “Terra Australis”—Australia: the Land of
the South. But Quiros, in honor of the King of Spain, who was
of an Austrian dynasty, added an “i” and called it “Austrialia’—
he surnamed it “of the Holy Ghost” and its full designation,
therefore, was “Austrialia del Espiritu Sante.,” It was one of the
New Hebrides group—but to de Quiros it was the site for his New
Jerusalem which was to rise on the banks of the Jordan that
flowed into its fine harbor. The island grew abundant fruit
trees, coconuts, and various nuts, and there were many pigs and
wild fowl.

“Every nrospect pleased,” says Wood, “but the men were v_ile."
Torres and a party of soldiers were sent to capture some natives.
De Quiros and the friars wanted to save their souls and souls
can’t be saved unless the bodies are present. Paralleling a lq.ter
British incident and Voltaire’s comment thereon, the soldiers
fired on a group of natives, killed one, cut off his head and footi;
and hung his body on a tree in order, as they said, to “encourage
the others to make peace. Clashes, fights and massacres fol-
lowed.

They stayed in “Austrialia” for five weeks. During that time,
de Quiros founded his New Jerusalem, appointed magistrates and
other officers therein, took possession of all the land of the
“continent” from there to the South Pole, had an official landing
with thanksgiving and rejoicing, and was so enthused and m&
spired by the greatness of the mission he was accomplishing, aélw
thought his men were too, that he took down the block from |
yard-arm for he “could not believe that persons with such an
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honorable destiny would do things the punishment i
would be the rope.” ™ . e
On June 8, de Quiros sailed south to find out more about the
land but, meeting adverse winds, returned.
safely except de Quiros’ ship which, in the dark and the stormof ©

would be. But even that plea fell on deaf ears, for Spain’s day
was done. The defeat of her Great Armada (in 1588) had
: crippled her, her stupid economic policies had squandered the
They all made port & riches that were in the Americas, and now the Dutch and the

the night of June 11, failed to reach its anchorage. It put out
to sea again, and then—sailed home to Mexico! The reason why
is given in three different versions—respectively by:

(1) The pilot of de Quiros’ ship (who says that the wind pre-
vented their making the anchcrage, that they went out to sea
where the wind kept them till the 20th, when de Quiros, the
others not having come out and joined him, decided to go to Vera |
Cruz and await them). 1

(2) De Quiros, himself, who tells substantially the same story™

(3) Torres, who, in his letter to the Spanish King from Manila, |
already quoted, gave his opinion that De Quiros had been forced
to sail away by those on board who did not wish to continue the
search. This is backed up by Diego de Prade Y Tabar, an enemy
of Quiros, who was on Torres’ ship.

The truth seems to be that de Quiros had to face facts and
acknowledge defeat.
harbor, perhaps aided by the willingness of the pilot to be driven
out. Then, the unwillingness of the majority to go back, the
winter weather, and the hostility of the natives urged and finally

determined surrender to circumstances and his desertion of New
Jerusalem. He, himself, bewails the fact that the dilatoriness of
the authorities in Callao, that meant his starting in December
instead of September when he wanted to leave, was the cause of

his failure,

The excellence of his character is shown in defeat and failure ‘

as it was in the ideals that he had embodied in plans that
through men and circumstance, had come to nought® He had’
as Sir Ciements Markham says,” “devoted his life to the realisa:
tion of this glorious dream with unswerving devotion never
turning aside to the right hand or to the left; undaunteq l;y diffi-
culties or wearisome delays to his dying day; literally kijleq by
councils and committees; but succumbing only with his last

breath.” {

Arrived in Mexico, his friends had to pay his far ! g
had to pawn everything he had to reach Madrid,e tOHS;pimt Hg
there on October 9, 1607, with two maravedis in hjg p°0ket£lved
he gave them to a beggar! The vision of the work to i an
plished in the South Seas grew with him in the midg oo
poverty. He wrote “Memorials” to the King, Pawneq OI his
had to print them and, when he had nothing left Wrofl he
copies. Fifty of them he drew up and made over 200 maps s OO0
knew those with whom he was pleading for the 80ulsps' He
“pystrialians” and he tried to show how profitable the Entgfpg;:

The wind and storm drove him out of the

English were going, in both New World and Old and in newer
ones to be discovered, to reap the fruit for which Portuguese and
Spaniards had sowed. Souls a-plenty there were to be saved—
but the gold, if any, would pass, not to Spanish grandees, but to
Dutch bankers and English merchant princes. So—Quiros was
a madman, to be humored, if not put out of the way.

A report of the Spanish Council of State, dated September 25,
1608, has recently been published for the first time.® It advises
on the policy to be adopted towards Quiros’ “Memorials.” “For
fresh conquests,” it runs, “your Majesty’s treasury is so exhausted
that there will be much strain in retaining what has been dis-
covered.”—“The Council,” moreover, “is not sure that with good
conscience [sie!] it is possible to make these conquests of heathen
who never disturb nor attack us.” The Peruvians and Mexicans,
then, did “disturb” and “attack us”? We are virtuous; Quiros is
the villain. The devil was sick—before he was sick the devil
a saint was he! Anyhow, “fresh discoveries will open a
way for Your Majesty’s enemies to go to occupy them.” But, as
for Quiros, “it is not desirable to drive him to despair,” because
“he might have recourse to Your Majesty’s enemies.” 8o, it was
decided that, until he could be got rid of, the greatest pilot of
his day should be retained to draw maps and tell of the dis-
coveries he had made when Spain was still young. But the
“Memorials” continued. . . .

At last, in 1614, he was sent to Peru with instructions for the
Viceroy to send him on another expedition to form a settlement
in the South Seas. But, another despatch was sent at the same
time to the Viceroy telling him to ignore the instruction carried
by de Quiros. The latter seems to have suspected the duplicity
but, worn out, he went to Peru. He had not long to wait.—In
1615, he died.

8.—TORRES PASSES BY.—We left Torres and the rest of
Quiros’s expedition back in 1606 at “Austrialia.” They remained
there for 15 days® waiting and searching for Quiros, “at the end of
which we took your Majesty’s orders,” says Torres in his letter to
the King,* “and held a consultation with the officers of the
frigate It was determined that we should fill them, although
contrary to the inclination of many, I may say of the greater
part; but my condition was different from that of Captain Pedro
Fernandez de Quiros.” In Torres pilots and sailors were to find
one who stood no nonsense.*

*For a full discussion of the characters of Torres and Quiros, the relations
between them and the conflicting accounts of the whole voyage, see Appen-
dix I, at the end of book, e
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The instructions were to go south-west to 20 degrees, then
north-west as far as 4 degrees, and then west for New Guinga,
Torres first convinced himself that Austrialia was an island ang
then sailed south-west according to instructions. They had fo
face many difficulties: “We had at this time,” he told the King,
“nothing but bread and water; it was the height of winter, with
sea, wind and ill-will against us. All this did not prevent me
from reaching the mentioned latitude [20 degrees], which I §
passed one degree, and would have gone further if the weather &
had permitted; for the ship was good. It was proper to actin §
this manner, for these are not voyages performed every day, nor &
could your Majesty otherwise be properly informed.” b

He then sailed north-west, again according to instructions &
They reached 11¢ degrees, according to Torres’'s reckoning, and &
struck the south-east corner of New Guinea. But, owing to the &
weather, they were unable to get around it to the north—“I could &
not weather the east point,” says Torres, “ so I coasted along to &
the westward on the south side.” He began, that is to say, a
voyage both dangerous and unique—and yet he gives no indica- =
tion that he was aware either of its dangers or that he was the &
first to sail to the south of New Guinea, to sail, that is, between |
the known land of New Guinea and the unknown land of the®
southern cpntinent. :

A modern voyager and an authority® on Torres Strait tells us

that “a ship is never safe in Torres Strait when out of the beaten
track, the lurking dangers are so many. The changes made dur-
ing heavy gales in the shape of rapid shifts and other accumu-
lations of sand defy calculation, added to which the sea is so
discolored by the New Guinea rivers flowing down that such dan-
gers are made imperceptible—Torres Straits,” he tells us, “are
about 200 miles long and a least breadth of 80 miles between Cape
York and New Guinea. Af this part the depth of water nowhere
exceeds 12 fathoms, but elsewhere in the Straits the depth is
somewhat greater, but rarely exceeds 20 fathoms. The entire
surface of the Straits is strewn with coral reefs and sandbanks.
and islands, the larger of which are of volcanic origin, Theé
smaller are low white islands of coral formation, scarcely raised
ten feet above the sea level. West of Cape York a series of|
volcanic islands, succeeded by lines of coral reefs Wit :
narrow channels for ships between, lie like pignt

stones between Queensland and New Guinea, i 4

idea that New Guinea and Australia were Dns;1 gﬂ?&‘f}g Athe

explaining, we may add, why explorers, both before ang fn

Torres, thought that they were one land. afte

Torres sailed through the strait to whicn hig name hag p,
given. This we know—and as a result know, too, thgt h . )
cessfully passed through all these dangers, by meang of € suc=
bination of good luck and good seamanship. a com-.

But hig « "
to the King has nothing to say not only of a southery C?Ii%itr{:ﬁi;

ry

d
i
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put even of any idea of looking for or desire to see a southern
continent. It would seem that he had given up any hope he had
of finding a southern continent when he turned back north-west
from 21 degrees He evidently looked upon his instructions as
peing divided into two definite tasks: firstly, to sail south for
Terra Australis; secondly, to reach New Guinea and the Philip-
pines Turning towards the north was synonymous with giving
up the search for the continent. This argues for the lack of any
knowledge by the Spaniards of Australia. Had Torres any know-
ledge of the existence of Ausfralia he would almost certainly have
sought it. But his interests were to the north not to the south

__“he writes as one who neither expected a continent, nor saw
one.”*

But did he see the continent without knowing it?
We have Torres’s very meagre account:

“We went along 300 leagues of coast as I have mentioned,
and diminished the latitude 2% degrees, which brought us
intc 9 degrees. From hence we fell in with a bank of from
ihree to nine fathoms, which extends along the coast above
180 leagues. We went over it along the coast to 7t degrees
S. latitude, and the end of it is in 5 degrees. We could not
go farther on for the many shoals and great currents, so we
were obliged to sail S.W. in that depth to 11 degrees S. lati-
tude. There is all over it an archipelago of islands without
number, by which we passed, and at the end of the 11-th de-
gree the bank became shoaler. Here were very large leax}ds
and there appeared more to the southward: they were in-
habited by black people, very corpulent and paked:.thexr
arms were lances, arrows and clubs of stone ill-fashioned.
We could not get any of their arms.”

That is all and it is most annoying. We can only let our
imagination run and console ourselves with the belief that one
of the large islands which appeared to the southward was 2
extremity of Cape York.. But even this consolation, it seems, 11;
denied us by the discovery, about seven years ago, of an a.cuo;l‘::;
of the voyage by Diego de Prado y Tovar,” who was with £ s
This account allows the identification of some of the islands
visited in the Strait. The researches of Commander B?iyldugi
an authority on Torres Strait (who, after the publica %nck_
Prada’s account, “lived with Torres working him ba b
wards and forwards, from east to west and west to Qast’rtéh m’]’]gas
every possible imaginable route through the strait, in Ud ;En to
he says” “to be sure of my deductions.”), have enable ders fair
plot Torres’s course through the strait with what he i i‘:lt. the
accuracy. According to him,” Torres's most §outherly pg known
island called “Montserrate” by the discoverer is the mloan es 14
to us as “Mt. Ernest Island.” This island is at 10 deere
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minutes and 27 miles from Cape York. Thence Torres sailed {
fthree days and stopped for water “between two islands.” Them
islands, Bayldon tells us are Banks and Mulgrave Islands, Fp i
the latter, we are told, Australia can be seen—but only on g cl:;n
day and only from the top of the peak on the island! ;
The odds, therefore, are against Torres’s having seen Australiy
But, whether he did or not, he sailed away to the north not knoy-
ing that he had all but succeeded where Quiros had failed ang
uninterested in what might lie to the south His fading out of
phe Australian scene was symbolical, His country was also fad-
ing out. .Spain knew she could no longer hold the sceptre as
queen of discovery and conquest. Abler hands were grasping for
it. 'Where Spaniards and Portuguese had sowed, English, Duteh
apd French were beginning to reap. The Spanish government
did _not publish the results of Torres's voyage. None, outside of
Spain, knew for another century and a half that he had sailed
between New Guinea and Australia. It was not until a few
years before Captain Cook set sail for southern seas when Alex-
ander Dalrymple obtained a copy of the Memorial of Dr. Arius®
that it was known that Torres had sailed through the strait that
now bears his name. Torres was (as far as we know) the first to
sail between New Guinea and Australia—that was in 1606. The
ne‘:?c‘ﬁ :1(1) %g so was Cook in 1770.

i e passing on of Torres, the Portucue i
chapter of Australian discovery ended. Tor%esss'::yn cllma%ga;]elsg
Australia. But six months before he
Dutch pinnace, the “Duyphen”
of Cape York Peninsula and
covery of our land.

Before, however, we turn to the Dutch and English discoveries,
it is necessary to consider the backgr 3 o
sion across thfa seas. ot Sropean S

Notes and References to Chapter I.

1. Of course, it was not Cortez
who first saw the Pacific; it was
Vasco Balboa, This is Keats's error
which, however, by no means mars
his fine sonnet.

2—BIELIOGRAPHY FOR
CHAPTER L—As our bibliographies
cannot, by any means, be exhaustive,
they are limited to books and docu-
ments used and books recommended
for further reading.

FOR THE CHAPTER GENER-
ALLY:

G. A. Wood: Discovery of Aus-
tralia (1922), has served as an ex-
cellent guide for the whole of the
chapter.

John Fiske: Discovery of America
(1892). Standard, scholarly, elo-
quent, and packed with information.

W. Cunningham: Western Civil-
isation in its Economic Aspects
(1910), Vol. 2. Mediaeval and
Modern Times.

Nordenskiold: Facsimile Atlas.

FOR SECTION I:

Henry Yule: The Book of Ser
Marco Polo (2nd Ed,, 1874)—at once
a beautiful production and a veri-
table treasure-house of information
and interest.

R. H. Major: Early Voyages to
Terra Australis, now called Aus-
tralia (1859), is a collection of docu-
ments relating to the early voyages
to Australia, with a long historical
introduction,

FOR MENDANA'S VOYAGE:

Lord Amherst and Basil Thom-
son: The Discovery of the Solomon
Islands by Alvaro de Mendana in
1568 (1901), contains six accounts
of Mendana's voyage (1) by Gallego,
chief pilot, (2) by Sarmiento, (3) by
Mendana himself, (4) a second ac-
count by Mendana, (5) an anony-
mous account, (6) by Catoira, chief
purser—together with an excellent
introduction and notes and maps.

FOR THE VOYAGES OF
QUIROS AND TORRES:

Sir Clements Markham: The Voy-
ages of Pedro Fernandez de Quiros,
1595 to 1606 (1904),—Besides ac-

counts by Quiros of Mendana’s
second voyage these two volumes
contain accounts of the 1606 voyage
of Quiros by (1) Belmonte Bermu-
dez secretary to Quiros (2) Gaspar
Gonzalez de Leza, chief pillot, (3)
by Torquemada, Provincial of the
Franciscan Order in Mexico when
Quiros returned, (4) Luis Vaez de
Torres, in a letter to the King of
Spain written after his arrival in
the Philippines. (This is also con-
tained in Major’s Early Voyages.)

The introduction gives a short life
of Quiros and an appendix contains
three of the memorials by Quiros, a
memorial by Don Fernando de
Castro (hostile to Quiros), two let-
ters by Diego de Prado y Tovar to
the king in which he brands Quiros
as “a liar and a fraud” and “fit to
be clerk in a merchant ship,” a note
on the memorials of Quiros by the
Council of the Indies and a Mem-
orial by Dr. Juan Luis Arias, written
after the death of Quiros, urging the
Christianising and colonising of the
discoveries of Quiros “for the EL}g-
lish and Dutch heretics, who are in-
stigated by the devil as mucl;\ as in
his power, roam about avariciously
to reconnoitre, discover and settle the
prineipal ports, which, on this great
land, face the South Sea, and to
establish there the most poisonous
venom of their apostacy. With
most vehement anxiety, they seek
to be before us, who bring “the
sovereign light of the evangel.

Purchas His Pilgrimes élﬁ:g‘)r;l—]a
collection of voyages an -
tures by Samuel Purchas after the
model of Hakluyt—contains two of
Quiros’s Memorials.

H. N. Stevens: New Light on the
Discovery of Australia (1930), con-
tains, together with some nonsense
by its editor, the newly-discovered
“Relation’ of the voyage of Torres
by Don Diego de Prado y Tovar, who
accompanied Torres and in thg
document claims to have been
command! (See Appendix 1 at the
end of this book.)
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3.—It is probable that Rusticiano
was taken prisoner at the battle of
Meloria,

4—Yule's Marco Polo, vol, 1.
15.—Cathay was the old European
name for China.

5~Yule's Marco Polo, vol. 2, p.
264; Wood, p. 41,

6.—Yule's Marco Paolo, vol. 2, pp.
256-7; note, p. 257: note pPp.
2587261; pp. 261, 264: Wood, p. 42;
Major's Voyages, pp. XIV-XVIII,

7~Locac, Lucach or Lochac
came also to be written “Beach” —
“The name of Beach, or rather
Boeach, is another form of the same
name, which crept into the Basle
edition of Marco Polo of 1532, and
was blunderingly repeated by the
cartographers."ﬁMajor’s Early Voy-
2ges, p. XVII.—On Behaim’s globe,
Locach underwent another change,
anﬁle became Coachs;—Wood, p. 108,
note.

8 —Wood, p. 46.

9.—Note by Professor Cotton, of
ggdéney University, in Wood, pp.

10.—Wood, p, 406.

11.—Hunter's History of British

;nté?, vol. 1, p. 47, quoted by Wood,

12.—Wood, p. 26.
13.—Cunningham, p. 183.
14.—Fiske, vol. 1, p. 269.

15 and 16.—Wood, p. 28,
17.—Flinders: Voyage to Terra

Australis, vol, 2, pp. 228-233,
18.—Re Odoric, Varthema, et al,,

see Wood, pp. 48-60.
19.—Fiske, vol. 1, p. 319,
20.—Da., pp. 326-7.

21 and 22.—Do,, p. 331.
23.—Hunter: History of British

India, vol. 1, p. 113, quoted by Wood.
24.-—(:unningham, P. 185.
25.—~Wood, p, 69,
26.—It is necessary to disabuse

our minds of our school-hoy concep-

tion of Columbus who preached that
the world was round while everybody
else thought it was flat,

27.—Fiske, vol. 1, p. 349,

28.—Do., p. 351.

29.—Do., p, 354,

30.—In this letter, Toscanellj re-
ferred to the Polos and spoke of the
predecessors of the Great Khan who
“two hundred years ago . . sent
to the pope and asked for a number
of persons learned in the faith that

they might be enlightened.” o
whole letter is printed in Fiske, yq
1, pp. 356-61. i

31.—Not because Tose,

thought the world proportiona;ltgll?
smaller than it is, but because he
thought Asia much bigger than it, is,
In fact, he caleulated the earths
circumference at the equator at al-
most exactly the true figure—Iless
than 124 English miles too much —
Fiske, vol. 1, pp. 375-6. !

32.—Fiske, vol. 2, p. 109.
33.—Wood, p. 74.

.34.-—Pigafetta’s Journal, quoted by
Fiske p. 200. The Chevalier An.
tonio Pigafetta went as a passenger
on the “Victoria,” “for to see. the
marvels of the ocean,” and his jour-
nal is the principal source of our
knowledge of the voyage. He was
among the 18 survivors who return-
ed by the “Victoria,”—The version
quoted here (from Fiske) is that of
Eden. published in 1555. Tt is of
interest in that it was the edition
that Shakespeare used to obtain
“local color” for “The Tempest.”
—Fiske, pp. 193, 198, 199,

35.—Fiske, vol. 2, . 200-2,

36.—Do., pp. 202-?:1:.'p

37.—Do., p. 206.

38.—Do., pp. 206-7.

39.—Quoted, Wood, p. 75.

40.—Quoted, Wood, p. 79

41.—Wood, p. 83, ;

33 and 43.—Woad, p. 84,

~—Beach provineia ayri 3
gold-bearing provinee uful;g:;ﬁ' “3
45.—Wood, p, 84, ;
46.—Do, p. g6,

ning to Erow and
turers ang explor::ser
back storieg of t

known lands ang -, VONders of un
55.—Some of he 25
skiold’s Facsimgle s (12PS
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in the south shown therein:

p. 72—Behaim’s Globe, 1492 (no

Is,m'i at all to S. of East Indies); pp.
73-4—Laon Globe, 1493, (ditto); p.
ws—Lenox Globe of beginning of
16th century (ditto); p. 7i—Leon-
ardo da Vinei’s map of the world,
about 1514 (no land to S. of Ee_\st
Indies, Jand round S. Pole, not ris-
ing above latitude of Cape of Good
Hope, highest N. between Africa and
America); p. 79—Schoner’s Globe of
1515—(ocean round S. Pole—land
all round it with entrance in W,
Pacific just to E. of East Indies—
rises furtherest N. in Indian Ocean
and East Pacific); p. 81—Map of
the world by Antonius Florianus,
middle of 16th century (big land
mass round the S. Pole, highest N.
to 8. of East Indies, a N. tip where
Tierra del Fuego is); p. 89—Heart-
shaped map of Orontius Finaeus,
15631 (ditto—has legend in Latin:
“Terra Australis recently discovered
but not yet fully explored”); p. 91—
Mercator’s double heart-shaped map
of 15638 (ditto); p. 9%"—Honduis’s
Map, 1599 (has “Terra das Papous—
Nova Guinea”—then to S. what
looks like the W. coast of Cape York
Peninsula); p. 105—Map of Vadi-
anus, 1534 (no S. continent); p. 127
—Map of S. America by Paulo di
Forlani has much detail (that
doesn't exist) on Tierra del Fuego—
broves that detail on- Terra Aus-
tralis need not be taken seriously:
Plate XXXII—Ruysch’'s map of 1508
(the New World is Terra Australia
and a way to the East is shown be-
tween the Americas, N. America is a
part of Asia); Plate XXXIII—a
map in the Ptolemy Geography of
1511 (East India Islands, no contin-
ent);—and so on.

A list of surviving maps is given
in Markham’s Voyages of Quiros.
56.—Or, of course, it must be re-

membered, what Polo was supposed
to have said.

57.—Wytfliet's map, drawn in
1597, has been taken as proof that
Australia was known in the 16th
century., It represents a huge
Terra Australls centring at the Pole
and sending up huge extensions
north: one approaching Africa, one
approaching South America, and a
bifurcated one approaching New

Guinea and Java., That it is a pro-
duct of the imagination is shown by
the detail in it, e.g. a river which
rises quite close to the South Pole
and flows into the South Atlantic,
Attached to the map is a treatise in
which the following is found: “The
Terra Australis is the most southern
of all lands. It is separated from
New Guinea by a narrow strait. Its
shores are hitherto but little known,
since, after one voyage and another,
that route has been deserted, and
seldom is the country visited, unless
when sailors are driven there by
storms, The Terra Australis begins
at two or three degrees from the
equator, and is maintained by some
to be of so great an extent that, if
it were thoroughly explored, it would
be regarded as a fifth part of the
world.” Wood (p. 113) regards the
significance of the passage as much
exaggerated, He points out that
Mercator and other map-makers re-
garded Magellan as having seen the
continent when he saw Tierra del
Fuego. Wytfliet's shipwrecked §a110rs
could have landed on that island
and still have been credited with
having visited Terra Australis. The
statement that the cont.lnenb was
separated from New Guinea co(l;]d
easily have arisen from a knowledge
or a belief that New Guinea was ar;
island without any knowledge O
Australia itself.
58.—Wood, pp. 113 fI.
59.—Ambherst, p. IV.

60.—Do., p. IIL

61.—Do., p. IV, quoted by Wood.‘

62.—All seamen who voluntarily
put to unknown and distant seas in
the ships of the 15th and 16th cgg.-
turies were heroes. Apart fmml e
“obstacles based on fallac 1;)ius
reasoning or superstitious W l;n
were those that were n_lrnished t.hz
the clumsiness of the ships and 3
crudeness of the appliances ve‘:lr
navigation. As already om;vel.é
the Spanish and Portuguese car ek
were less swift and m‘anagea}{le of Bt
than the Norwegian ‘dragons
tenth. Mere yachts in

ice their width of beam, W
narrow,  tower-like  Boops,
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broad-shouldered bows and bowsprits
weighed down with spritsail yards,
and with no canvas higher than a
topsail these clumsy caravels could
make but little progress against
headwinds, and the amount of tack-
ing and beating to and fro was
sometimes enough to quadruple the
length of the voyage. For want of
metallic sheathing below the water-
line, the ship was liable to be sunk
by the terrible worm which, in Hak-
luyt’s phrase ‘many times pearceth
and eateth through the strongest
oake.'! For want of vegetable matter
in the larder, or anything save the
driest of bread and pbeef stiffened
with brine, the sailors were sure to
be attacked by scurvy, and in a very
long voyage the crew was deemed
fortunate that did not lose half its
number from that foul disease,
Often in traversing unknown seas
the sturdy men who survived all
other perils were brought face to
face with starvation when they had
ventured too far without turning
back. We need not wonder that
the first steps in oceanic discovery
were slow and pa.inful."—Fiske, vol.
1, pp. 312-13.

63.—Amherst, pp. VI-VII.

64.—Do., pp. X-XI1.

65.—Wood, p. 133,

66.—Amherst, p. 1.

67.—Ambherst, vol, 2, pp. 468-9,

68.—Quoted by Wood, p. 141,
69.—Markham: Voyages, .
EXVIII,
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The trewe processe of Englysh polycye,

Of utterworde to kepe thys regne in HERG

Is thys, .

That we bee maysteres of the narowe neE e

Shall any prynce, what 50 be hys name,

Be lorde of see, and Fflemmyngis to our blame

Stoppe us, take us, and so make fade the
floures

Of Englysshe state, and disteyne oure
honoures?

Ffor cowardyse, allas! hit shulde so be.

—Libel of English Policy (1436):

1.—A Wonderful Age. 2.—The New Main Street. 3—Trade War

HE discovery of Australia, like the discovery of Amerig
was a by-product of the expansion of Européan commert
into the East. That éxpansion hrought Europeans inf
the Indian and Pacific Oceans, Thence, g5 we h oy

the search for Terra Australis was begun, Fina:]ly A tave; A

dz_scovered and, in the fullness of time ang circumétaus .

Time and circumstance were determmant both of thnce'setﬂ'

and the settlement, Neither wag acei e
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could go, and men with goods to sell or buy in every nook and

cranny of the globe.

1—A WONDERFUL AGE.—It was, then, an age of merchant
enterprise.* Around the merchants of the towns were being
solidified everywhere the mass of the people which formed the
solid core of new nations. Nationality was a concept almost
foreign to the minds of the people of the feudal Middle Ages.
When the feudal lord was supreme there was no such thing as
patriotism—only loyalty to the feudal chief next up above. The
growth of towns and of a townspeople created a basis for the
power of a king, and thus of a central government. Patriotism
was born. Nations began to take the place of feudal conglo-
merates. The centralised and personal government of a divine
right king was accepted by the mass of the people because
absolute monarchy was an advance on feudal anarchy and the
symbol of a nation’s unity and strength. So, the great poet of
the age in England, Shakespeare, used his art to glorify king-
ship, and wrote plays to extol and justify its divinity. But for
all that it was an age of the common people, who builded and
created, thought new thoughts, and discovered new worlds of
matter and idea and laughed and sang with the joy of creation.

The epoch of a century and a half that ended with the
discovery of Australia in 1606 was one remarkably full of move-
meént and incident and wonderful in achievement.

Its beginning was marked by the last invasion of Europe by
an Asiatic people. When the Turks took Constantinople in
1453 they gained a foothold in Europe that was to begin their
long domination of the Mediterranean Sea and of sot_lth—
eastern Europe up to the very gates of Vienna. That domina-
tion was not the determinant of European commercial expan-
Sion in directions other than by the old caravan-routes. But

history had arrived and of the parti IOCh &t which Buropeail® it acted for the commercial development of the countries of
cular stage to whien il Western Europe as a negative influence, cancelling the previous

social organism had g 1
YRR, Sl . although g Commercial hegemony of the great Italian republics that was
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knew of the existence of Am

Columbus and had visited th:§écait§undreds of yea pased In and on the Mediterrancan Sea.

settlement had to wait for the (‘:omm Omplete discovery ani® and Genoa were over—their mantle passed to Spain and Portdl:-
ercial Revolytio, o gal and later to Holland, England, and France, and the Medi-
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€ Chapter,
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terranean became, for a long time, a back-water. Venetian
and Genoese ships and men served foreign countries. It was
the ships of Venice and Genoa that checked Turkish dm”%;;
tion of the western Mediterranean by the Battle of Lepanto ir :
1571—but they were in the service of the Emperor. And i

ships of discovery of almost every nation were m&ﬂ? :
sometimes captained, for decades to come, by Venetians




48 TERRA AUSTRALIS

Genoese. Columbus was a Genoese. But the evening of the
Italians’ trade monopoly was the eve of the commercial
domination of the countries of western Europe.

The beginning of that epoch saw, too, the end of the
Hundred Years’ War between France and England. The Battle
of Chatillon (1453) marked the final defeat of the English
invaders and their expulsion from the France they had ravaged
for over two centuries. France was free, France was indepen-
dent, France was united. These were aims for which “The Maid
of Orleans” had fought and, 22 years before, had died. She had
brought an inspiration to the people of France that resulted in
their taking the defence of their country from the hands of a
decadent and ftraitorous aristocracy into their own Kkeeping.
With such result that the invader dominated their country for
only two decades after her death. “Before her day,” says an old
chronicler, “200 Englishmen would drive 500 French before them,
but now 200 French would beat 400 Englishmen.” Joan of Arc
had not died in vain.

But the Hundred Years’ War resulted in, not merely the driving
out of an invader from France, but also in the giving of a deadly
pblow to the military might of feudalism and aristocracy. It had
been the feudal chivalry of France that lost battles—it had been
the yeomen of England who won them. Proud knights and
nobles had haughtily ridden, gaily caparisoned and weighed
jown with armor, against the English archers, the arrows from
whose long bows had mowed them down, even through their
armor, with a rapidity of fire never equalled by fire-arms until
the days of breech-loading rifles. Base blood® conquered blue
blood on the fields of Crecy (1346), Poitiers (1356), and Agin-
court (1415), where blue blood from thousands of the flower
of French nobility soaked its native heath. French feudal
armies outnumbered English yeomen three to one at all those
battles—but it was the yeomen who brought the aristocrats low.
And then, at the end of the war, 1t: was the base blood of France
that did what aristocrats had fallled to do. The armies of a
newly united people drove out the invader and laid the basis of
a free and independent France. Henceforth, the power of feudal-
ism was to decline still further 'fmd the power of T’he people erow
__at first supporting a despotic monarchy against aristocracy
and, finally, three hundred years later, sweeping both away.
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(1547-1616) with his “Don Quixote” and Lope de Vega, of Spain,
Rabelais (c. 1490-1553), of France, and Erasmus (1466-1536), of
every country. That century and a half saw, too, the lives, or
parts of the lives, of Leonardo da Vinei (1452-1519), Michelangelo
(1475-1564), Raphael (1483-1520), Titian (c. 1477-1576), Albrecht
Durer (1471-1528), Holbein (1479-1543), Rubens (1577-1640), Van
Dyek (1599-1641), and the first master composer, Palestrina
(1524-94). An amazing prodigality of art!

It was the epoch, too, that saw the revolt of reason against
authority and the claiming by men of the right to think instead
of being thought for. On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailed
his theses to the door of Wittenberg Church. The noise of his
knocking, besides sounding the death-knell of ignorance and
superstition, called the people of Germany and of all Europe
to combat against a universal and reactionary empire which,
though claiming to be wholly spiritual, stifled nationality and
independence and extracted for its own use a vast proportion of
the wealth of every country. Luther went so far but showed a
path that led further than he was prepared to go. The peasants
of Germany, taking him at his word, revolted in an attempt to
obtain for themselves a more decent human life. Luther, fright-
ened of the results of his own teaching, turned on them and coun-
selled the nobles of Germany to kill and destroy, massacre and
annihilate them. The peasants were defeated—the cause of
national unity in Germany was defeated. In the first half of
the 17th century, the German people saw their country ravaged
and made the battlefields of rival factions and foreign armies.
Towns and villages were destroyed, the population was deci-
mated, and wolves roamed in packs where war had made a
desert and a desolation. The consummation of national unity in
Germany was put back by centuries.

Luther, Calvin, and the other Reformers had rejected, upon
the basis of their own understanding and their OwWn reason, the
authority of Pope and Church. Erasmus before them, using the
same dissecting table, had examined every church dogma and
practice. But even these, although partially liberating the
individual conscience, substituted a Book for g Pope as fing]
arbiter. The Bible had to be interpreted and the new offieial
interpreters were as prone as their predecessors to use the
weapons of fire and scaffold to enforce acceptance of their
conceptions of orthodoxy. “New Presbyter,” as Milton saiq, with
literal and symbolic accuracy, “was but old Priest writ large,”
The very idea of orthodoxy is anathema to freedom of thoug}it
and a brake on mental progress. Nevertheless, persaopgi..

‘way. The deductions it did
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light of nature, not fetched back out of the darkness of
antiguity.”

But, if Bacon and Descartes were systematising a basis of
scientific method, individual scientists, by that very method,
were making discoveries in every realm of knowledge. The
superstition of astrology began to give place to the science of
astronomy and the alchemy which sought the philosopher’s stone
to turn base metals into gold, or to prolong life, began to he
superseded by the chemistry which weighed and measured and
analysed.

Copernicus (1473-1543), defying alike the Church, which de-
creed that, according to the divine word, the world was the
centre of the universe, and Ptolemy, whose teachings enjoyed
universal acceptance in the Middle Ages, because they said the
same thing, averred that the Sun was the centre of the Solar
System, and the Earth was only one of its planets. Galileo (1564-
1642) and Kepler (1571-1630) followed him, and the new Coper-
nician Theory displaced the Ptolemaic, in spite of torch and fagot
of Holy Church. Copernicus was careful enough not to publish
his book during his lifetime, but gave directions for its publica-
tion after his death. Galileo Wwas not desirous enough of being
a martyr to refuse to recant and, to please the Churech, and to
save his own life, said that the sun went round the earth; he
knew that time was on his side, and that the vindication of
truth did not need the sacrifice of his life. But Giordano
Bruno (c. 1548-1600), being made in an heroic mould, refused
to deny what he knew to be true, and died at the stake!

Science, too, was being taken out of the hands of a few
cloistered monks. Men of science of the new world that was
emerging from the old feudal world  organiseq to
seek and find and disseminate fresh knowledge—often with
the active assistance of governments which regarded the new
scientific discoveries as much a part of a natio
as the finding of new lands. The Royal Societ
London in 1662 under the patronage of Charle
Finance Minister of Louis XIV., set up the French Academy of
Science four years later. Astronomical observatories were estah-
lished—the one at Paris in 1667, and the Greenwich i 1678,
Scientific journals were begun that popularised the results of
selentific discussion and investigation.

But it was not merely in the realms of knowledge, teligion
art and literature that a new spirit was abroad. The age yqq a'
new age of advance in freedom and democracy ag well, Not.
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more powerful than the wealth that consisted in land and serfs.
This change from a feudal economy to a merchant economy
was the basis of every other change that we have mentioned. It
led the feet of Europeans on the paths towards the culture, free-
dom, art and science at whose origins we have glanced. When
Europe began to emerge from the stagnation of feudalism, new
knowledge must needs have been sought with a youthful keenness,
new songs have been sung with an unheard-of zest and defiance
valiantly shouted at old traditions, old authorities and old fears.
To regard commerce as the prime mover towards the riches of
the East, the mysteries of the West and the terrors of the South
is not to trace the period’s achievements to individual greed for
gain. Commerce was the key that unlocked the door that led
from the mediaeval haunted house, filled with goblins and cob-
webs, into the sunlight of modern times. People fought their
way out, often only after many bitter battles with those from
whom they were escaping and who wished to keep them locked
up, and sought riches outside. There Were many greedy ones
who escaped and many more became greedy. The seeking of
riches is not greed, but the seeking of riches at the expense of
others. Cruelty and oppression, hatred and exploitation still
existed and to deny it is to cast over all an unreal glamor. But
the romance and wonder of new enterprises and great deeds
existed side by side with the sordid and the cruel.
Commerce did not begin with the 15th century. When the
German tribes had overrun western Europe a thousand years be-
fore and had completed the overthrow of the Roman Empire, the
commerce that had previously spread its tentacles in every
direction from the Mediterranean, which it had dominated was
not utterly destroyed. Some of it stil] persisted in spite o,f the
fact that Europe was broken up into small economi
or less self-sufficing, and the political disunity of
placed the centralised empire of Rome.
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tribute to lords of manors or had all their merchandise stolen
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by conflict between bope and emperor) and, secondly, brought tg
feudal lords knowledge of the wealth of the East and took them
back to gain it. After the Crusades,” Venice and Genoa were
rich and powerful merchant republics. The trade with the
Near and Far East was in their hands. They ruled the Mediter-
ranean and fought each other for its sole control.  Genoese
galleys dominated the Black Sea and Venetian merchants sailing
through the straits of Gibraltar and along the Portuguese, Span-
ish and French coasts, were to be seen in Southampton, London,
Bruges, and Antwerp. The Mediterranean Seg was the Main
Street of Europe and Venice and Genoa the universal Pproviders
situated thereon.

The immense trade of the Italian cities fostered trade else-
where: along the navigable rivers of western Europe, in Flanders
and between the towns on opposite sides of the English Channel
and the North Sea. Soon, with the unifying of England, France
and other countries into national states, the development of their
naval power and their mercantile marine, and the extension of
knowledge ahout the world, the traders of those countries were
no longer content to act as mere distributing agencies for the
Italian cities. They desired to get at the source of the wealth
of the East, to break the monopoly that Venice and Genoa held.

Now, the spices and luxuries of the East reached Italy by long
and devious routes. The spices left the East Indies and were

Asia to ports on the Black Sea. In the Indian Ocean, Arab ships
held the monopoly and brought their cargoes from India to the
Red Sea or the Persian Gulf, whence caravans took them re-
spectively to Alexandria and Beyrout or Jaffa,

they left the faraway Spice Islands.

It was open to the countries of Western Europe either to try
to oust Venetian and Genoese galleys from the Mediterranean
and to secure control of the eastern caravan routes, or to fing
2 new way to reach the East. It was in this latter
in the main that they all moved. The difficulties of trading by
caravan were increasing, especially after the Turks dominateq
the Eastern Mediterranean. But, we have pointed out*, these
difficulties were rather only negative influences, not initiating the
venturesome voyages of discovery that took Portuguese, Spa.nish,
French, English and Dutch south and east and wesgt, but
decreeing the weakening and final downfall of Venice and Genog

direction

ey
* Bee above, p. 47,
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up in disagreement, Conflict between the two ended only when
Portugal was annexed by Spain in 1580,

Economically, however, Portugal’s trade with the East was not
on a sound basis. The cost in man-power and in money was
great. Portugal, unlike Spain, had, in going East, come intg

And, on the one hand, Portugal had few products to exchange,
while, on the other, she was not strong enough to conquer the
new lands and exact g, tribute by force, At home, also, there was
no strong class of traders. The spices brought to Portugal were
sold to Dutch merchants. A few individuals in Portugal became
rich but the rea] beneficiaries of Portuguese trade in the East
were the merchants of Antwerp and Amsterdam,

Spain in the 16th century, was one of the dominant Powers
of Europe. By 1492, as we have already seen, it was g united
nation and, in 1519, because of a series of Royal marriages,
Charles I of Spain became Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire,*
inheriting all of the Habsburg Possessions, including the Nether-
lands.  Southern Italy, Sicily, Sardinia, Austria, the German
States, the Netherlands and the new American colonies—al] these
were brought under the control of this king-emperor. During
bractically the whole of his reign Spain and France were at war.
That war had important results: it helped prevent the consolida-
tion of the Habsburg possessiong into a unifieq kingdom or
empire, it rendered easier the advance of Turkey into Europe
(because of the Franeo-Turkish alliance against Spain), it gave
treedom for the development of Protestantism in Germany and
it laid the basis of French' commerce ip the Near East,

The discovery, by Spanish discov
West instead of spices in the E
on world history. With grea

ith goods that
both places could have produced. Very few attempts were made

to build up the resources of the colonies, to cultivate the soil or
to establish industries there, Gold and silver were regarded ag
the only wealth and they brought no benefit to the Spanjgn
people. As in the case of Portugal, empire enr|

iched, not the
Spanish people, but German bankers and Dutch traders, After
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to take a big part in the new geographical discoveries and the
extension of Commerce beyond Europe. Holland lay at the
mouth of the Rhine and thus had always been at the terminus
of one of Europe’s great trade thoroughfares and a base for
trade on the northern inland seas—the North Seg and the
Baltic-—occupying a position analagous to that of Venice ang
Genoa in the south, Moreover, Holland Was now, with the
shifting of the centre of trade gravity westward, at the very frong
door of Europe.

In the towns of the Netherlands g money economy had early
appeared. Various factors prevented the growth of g strong
national kingdom where Belgium and Holland now lie and also
fostered the €conomic strength of the towns of the Netherlands,
Industry centreq in the Southern, or Belgian, provinees; the
towns of the northern or Dutch provinces became centres of
commerce. Bruges and Ghent were, for centuries, famous for
the woollen manufactures, Dordrecht and Amsterdam were
equally famous ag tommercial ports and as centres of the fish-
ing industry. Dutch ships were, from the 15th century, to be
seen all over Europe—taking wool and dairy produce from Hol-

ia, a carrying trade
that “came to pe of far greater importance than all the rest of
the Dutch trade but together,”

The attainment of independence by the Dutch provinces, the
continued domination by Spain of the Belgian brovinces and the
absorption of Portugal and its eémpire into the Spanish economy
were godsends for Holland and Powerful factor,
commercial might. Refugees from the south took
to Amsterdam which began to supplant Antwerp as the indus-
trial centre of the Netherlands. Antwerp had been the dis-
tributing centre for the spices that Wwere brought tg Europe
from Portugal’s colonies in the East. That trade passed to

reak its monopoly only

to the East for their
spices.  Philip was successtul in preventing Dutch ships from
trading with Portuguese ports—and mere

breakers. That was in 1594 and similar attempts haq
been made by the English. But, in 1595, the first Dut,
for the East sailed around Africa, In the years that followed
other fleets went and factories were established. The Portugyese
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told of its wonders. Finally, James Lancaster was sent out in
command of the first English expedition that went roung Africa
to the East in 1591, In 1600, the British East India Company
was formed and wag given a charter by the queen. 1t was given
a monopoly of trade with lands east of South Africa and west
of South America, with the exception of those “actually posses-
sed” by Christian nations with which Queen Elizabeth was on
friendly terms. “Among the lands not actually Dbossessed by
friendly Christians was Terra Australis Incognita,”

Systematic colonisation by England was begun about the same
time. Many companies were formed for burposes of trade and
colonisation: the Virginia Company, the Massachusetts Bay
Company, the Hudson Bay Company, four West African com-
Panies, and so on, These companies Were given charters grant-
ing them monopolies in certain countries or brovinces, or over
certain goods. The existence of these monopolies indicates a
difference between the merchant capitalism of the 17th century
and the industrial capitalism that was ushered in with the
industrial revolution, The source of profit to the industrial
capitalist is the value added to commodities in the course of
broduction, over and above what is paid for the labor hecessary
to the production. The merchant capitalist, however, made
profits by selling goods at home at g price artificially inflateq by
the monopoly he held. In those countries, therefore, where the
merchant class was strong, the resources of the State were used
to foster the interests of the merchant princes and the big mer-
chant companies and to protect them against unrestricted com-
petition at home, efforts to break their monopoly by foreign
traders and, later, attempts by colonists to establish their own
industries. It was because, and to the extent that, the English
merchant class was powerful enough to have its interests the first
consideration of government policy, that England became a
pPowerful mercantile nation.

We have seen how the Tudor monarchs and the merchant
classes were united in pursuit of common engs, In the reign
of Henry VIII “Parliamentary representation [was] mainly in

half of Henry VIII's reign, The interests of the king
and of the lay middle classes coincided. . , . 1Ip ecclesiastical
politics they, as well as the king, had their grievanceg against
the Church.”»

As the commercial classes became more powerful stil, they
demanded further extension of their interests overseas, It wag
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razana was sent out to explore the Atlantic coast of North
America, and, on the basis of thig exploration, France Iaig her
claim 1o that continent, The St. Lawrence River was explored
by French sailors, and, after onpe failure to establish g colony
there, g Pérmanent settlement wag made in Acadia, now known
as Nova Scotig, i
French wars, both France ang England hagq colonies in North
America,
French helg Quebec, territory around the great lakes and the
hinterlang along the Mississippi River,
In India, toe, the French were able to gain a footing ang
i So successful were
they in Ingig that it Seemed in the 18th century that that

the Seven Years’ War (1756-1763) finally determineq that Eng-
land, not France, wag to be bredominant in North America and

France hag been handicapped in that raee by its interna]
affairs, There, the middle clasg Was not so strong as in Eng-
land. Nor did it have confidence in its strength, The period

The English
This wag due

maintain itg dominance.
France’s early Competition with the other Powerg
to the East had been the Wars—externg] and intern
waged during those years,
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of 30 Intendants, mainly bourgeois. and lef
de but live lives of luxury ang to dance
king,

Louis Xrv (1643-
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W off

absolutism, Was crushed ang the nobility
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bart in the Thirty Years’ War in Germany (1618-48), ensuring
that Germans, Danes, ang Swedes should exhaust themse]yeg
before France actively lntervenedhhis aim being to Weaken

the Hahsburgs, Germany was left almogt a desert; France wag
able to extend its frontiers,
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ly 18 years away,; when Philip landed in Botany Bay, it w
was on
e ntury, then, Britain was the
i uarter of the 18th ce ury, ; ' :
o thlr?n(ércial Power, supreme in North Amencaé andoslilj
forelEOS: cOrﬁolland had been defeated in the struggéetgogand
! i help crush France. u
i joined England to help . € ;
b aﬁﬁ I;i?rég:hed in the Far East, in the Skrlj'ljlceE:[xs]lgaiI;gsd t:x;d
et § 1. Thence, while
d from Portugal. i
ke hadhwcrlelgl:?; occupied elsewhere, her e}_cplorers ha; rs:aégxw
makace aseas and seen southern lands, while lile; tirriz ?;he i
fiie i ders also looke
i i sailors and tra : S
n'Ch. t'oﬁnilxiilh in the peace that came in 178_3 :n;ie ]ftlal:;gd e
& of Eﬁgland’s colonies in North Americ c;ver s
- ltzsio discover new lands for England._ Mox:; e :ami b
Eﬁct’;r een, Frenchmen in despair were seeklfmgj W‘overy e
g : i letion of the disc
t the comp. f ¢ g
f?lr f‘ ranscefhe I:e;iﬁ: of all these activities that we have n
that wa

glance.

liil;
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1.—These lines are mkel:nfiﬁten in 1789 (1930)13 i\’,mdern Europe, 1453—
Important polttlcﬂltpggﬂmw all E;;‘g“?f;},-g%- Maurice mbbhocgeprt
1436.. It aimed a enviroun, 1 prise; Hayes:
the see talist Enterp E _ ‘Western
Englande to kepe rTowe  see, . Cunningham: :
e s Sonel e, St S
shewynge - w. worshype Cunningham: Grow : Egerton:
thereof and 813[; de and to alle ndustry and Commerce; E&m b
salvacioun to Engumcxepe guard; I t History of British '
e i ;  Shorl :  Capital an
Englyshe menne. regne, kingdom; Policy; Ehrenberg: P
enviroun, amunt.};érs' Flemmyzgls, Finance in the Age o: (The
- i ] Fuggers.
Iy, I i Hilabiies) sance, A Study of the oS
ish; disteyne, hit shulde ) ere Gierman bankers,
i cowaragse, allast bt Shode W e LAl over the
50 be,” it is o : . world, even in th&ons. ~Many: of
be s0.) differenb mean= o4 “on  condi been published in
Libel, Lo, R eich wa give . & those reports ha;f’he Figger News:
: thal a disserta- lumes, “ 4 ) &
iove has the m:;;’ﬁ‘}g;f,, i L e “Id,,,qanmm
tion, on 8 pres §xyeoianer'of - ger Nevn-letien Spvily England.”
z_mbl[ﬂmi:;‘]{h the ““bjf:fuun: t-fohe?u::;l important dmt;menisn ?:.l
1 . X , enormous. : kel
"u?g‘_’,“%hﬁﬁm N of im- gy mtereath;rc m of
We make aﬁf&,me omes. cellent 'nomnmpl‘ﬂ” s King
o . Sy {o0d; westwara Hor
g ’E‘u‘l"‘.\'ﬁ?‘?‘fnmw s
groun



63 THE EUROPEAN BACKGROUND

3—We recall the words that
Shakespeare puts into the mouth of
Mountjoy, French herald, who
comes, after the Battle of Agincourt,
to seek from Henry V permission to
sort out the noble dead from the
base-born:

“I come to thee for charitable
licence,

That we may wander o'er this
bloody field,

To book our dead, and then to bury
them;

To sort our nobles from our common
men;

For many of our princes (woe the
while!)

Lie drowned and soaked in mer-
cenary blood;

S0 do our vulgar drench their peas-
ant limbs

In blood of princes.”

—Henry V., Act 4, Sc. 6.

4,—“Maintenance” was the name
given to the custom of a lord’s send-
ing his men-at-arms into a court of
law to intimidate the jury and over-
awe the court. By the Statute of
Maintenance an end was put to this
practice and juries were now found
;vh‘iich would give verdicts against
ords.

S5—~James I hated the Preshy-
terian form of church government
because of its democracy. He saw
its implieations. If people could
govern themselves in church affairs
and do without bishops, they could
just as easily get along without
kings, At the Hampton Court Con-
ference (1604), which was called to
consider the matter of church go-
vernment, he said that, if Preshy-
teries were established, “Jack and
Tom and Will and Dick shall meet,
and at their will censure me and
my council.”

6.—As feudalism declined, the
power of the king increased. i
creased bhecause of the growing
strength of the middle classes. King
and people formed a partnership
against the feudal aristocracy, It
was inevitable that the king should
imagine that he was needed by the
people more than they were needed
by him. He became the Divine
Right monarch—appointed by, and
responsible only to, God. ‘The
people acquiesced in this as long as

they had to because of their own
weakness, the strength of the king
or the power of the reactionary
aristocracy,

The classical statement of the
divine-right theory is that of Bishop
Boussuet (1627-1704). The heregi.
tary king (1) is sacred, being an-
nointed by priests, and it js blas-
phemy to assail him or €onspire
against him; (2) is the father of
his people and must provide for and
protect them; (3) has absolute
bower and is answerable only to
God; (4) has the gift of greater
reason than anyone else,

i—Feudalism is a natural econ-
omy, its several units being self-suf-
ficing. The growth of trade could
only result from the introduction
of money. Money, therefore, play-
ed a big part in the break-up of
feudalism. 1In its economic aspect
the change from feudalism to mer-
cantile capitalism was a change
from a natural to a money economy,

8.—See note on p. 14,

9.—~In days when there was not
the variety of foods that there is
today the spices from the East were
welcomed and found ready sale.
Pepper, nutmeg, cloves, ginger, ete.
were bought eagerly. Pepper was
used as a dish by itself, Other
Spices were used in wines and to
Preserve meats, Silks,
stones, and other luxuries were also
brought to Europe from the East,

10.—“Devotion and  commerce
were closely inter-related fn the
Christian attempts to recover pos-

the éiominion
had been destroyed, . 5
Fourth Crusade the religiougljr:-mt;l;
est fell entirely intg the back-
ground, It was ap EXpedition
which was directeq by the Vene-
tians to forward thejy mercantile
projects.”—Cunningham: Western
Civilisation, in 1tg Economje pg.
pects  (Mediaeval apq
Times), pp. 108, 128,

Serniiom
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11.—The North-West  Passage

by sea for the first
bk, siened by August,

time by Amundsen, in
1906.
12.—The North-East Passage

ikely, as a result of Russiau
i?;%nelrs'irrl:é(rftg "and achievements with
jce-breakers, to become a Pomi
mercial route between Archange
and Vladivostok.
13.—After the fall of the Roman
Empire, there were vanmfs at-
tempts to revive Iit. There was
finally set up what became knowln
as the Holy Roman Empire, al-
though a wit described it as neltper
Holy nor Roman nor an Empire.
The office of Emperor became here-
ditary in the hous_e of Habsburg,
put, with it went little real -pmﬁe;‘.
The strong Emperors owed ?;E
strength to their position as Atif :
dukes of Austria and not to _et1'_
position as Emperor. The exlésh
ence of the Empire and ng
struggles between Emperors aere
B e e i
two of the chie 1SS
Germany and Italy disunited. g&
Emperors, who were Gﬁ}'m thé
sought to retain Italy witl 1:1 i
Empire and poured oub lives Egl P
deavors to do so. Thet'l o gvas
lasted, in name at least, un i :
abolished in 1806 by Napoleon.
14, —Cunningham, p. 198.

L
15.—Cunningham, p. 20
16.—Wood: Discovery of Australia,

. 210.

3 17.—Pollard; Henry VIIL, DP.

256-17. PO
18.—Egerton: Short Ii.ig'i

British Colonial Policy, P. 9% 9
19.—Cunningham:  Growth

English Industry and Commerce, p.
14,

20.—See Egerton, pp, 59-64, on
the interests of the Parliamentary
leaders in colonial enterprise.
21.—Egerton, p. 64.
22.~The wars between Hollanr:l
and England were: (1) 1652-1664;
(2) 1665-1667; (3) 1672-1674.
23.—The wars between Englanczl
and Prance from 1689 to 1816 were:
1689-1697: War of the League of
Augsburg.
1702-1713: War of the Spanish
Succession. .
1740-1748: War of the Austrian
Succession. :
1756-1763: Seven Years’ War.
1775-1783:War of American Inde-
pendence.
1793-1802: hl1W’B.r
French Republic. :
1803-1815: War Against Napoleon,
In all these wars (except the Wa.;
of American Independence) Englan
was fighting as um;_'r of an ;Esm%%ee
in them all ance
Er‘;::m;n Most of the fighting h;;
tween ‘the two took place at s_ea.the
America and in India. ﬂgﬂfr?gmwent
% als Of "peace"
;I;tegtween French and English_in
America and India, both sides using
the natives. ™
e chief result of s
Cazb‘io;mdjsmvery Iwsu: dl;hedesi%l:m
f the Newfoundlan
b b I s f, e 13
tury, were “by
glg]:'l:g enterprise in America, mit-
There were said to be employed b
270 sail of ships and 20,000 seamen.

— (Egerton, p. 13).

Against  the



Chapter III,
NEW HOLLAND AND NEW SOUTH WALES

A thousand miles from land are we
Tossing about on the roaring Sea;
From billow to bounding billow cast
Like fleecy snow on the stormy blast,

—Barry Cornwall!

1.—First Blood to the Dutch; 2.—In the Foo
Discovery of West Australia: 4.—Abel Janssen
of the English; 6.—Plans and Ro
8.—~The Discoveries of Cook; 9.—

tsteps of Quiros; 3.—The
Tasman; 5—The Coming
mances; 7.—The French Take g Hand;
Terre Napoleon.

ETHODICAL Dutch business men, then, succeeded to the
heritage of Portuguese ang Spanish soldiers, mission-

aries, adventurers and conquerors.? The Portuguese

maintained a footholg here and there, and the Spaniards
maintained bossession of the Philippines for another 400 years,
But the Dutch became en,

Sconced in the East and the rich spice
trade fell into their hands. From the Spice Islands as g3 base
they stretched out in all directions—in all directions, that is,
where wealth might be

Or opportunities for trade. No Quiros
Was amongst them to risk all in orger to find lost souls to save.

rd-headEd——and hard-hearted—buslness
ncerned more with

in indignation—ang
ould be found tg believe it 2 The stories

» and of the opportunities for trade, brought
e and to stay,

the services of the Portuguege.* The ex
April, 1595, and was away until 1597,
arrived back in Holland in the

Pedition left Holland in
John Linschoten had
year that the expedition haq

and its trade routes, His book inspired Dutch tr
translated into English to inspire English trader,

s
1,—Small numbers refer to notes at end of Chapter,
70

aders and was
- Other ships

71
AUSTRALIANS RESIST INVASION

and to
traders followed the first Dutch ﬂeet,Pto ;Egellfese e
g grher inschoten had described and the Por was
hold what 13 In 1602, the Dutch East India Company
hitherto held. 1606 Malacca fell into Dutch handleutch g
e n rch for gold that brought the firs land of
o ‘gastzziaslfawatcrs_ New Guinea ha,ld l%nitbiggi:s that 16
into Aus L read over the Ea
mysteri’ &él %frgﬁgls ;1(;’;?&; I;Aeard them when he re?ChEd i
was a lan &

too.
h had heard them innace, the
in 1606. Thge?uilzguf} Willem. Jansz, in the smhallc op;;lt tigton
In flflf;‘rfle}}'* ]efi-’ Bar;tam to explore thelosl;j?the it
§ DuyTueny i 1d. Sailing a : s
i k its gold. ike straits than
oo nia 1t Ban s ich appeared less like ruE
Straits, which ap uth. The “wes
they reached the d,* and turned so ik
tretch of land, : ed was, of course,
much HIoRen StreLcil hey then discovered last
a’® that they tralia was at las
coast of New Guine 'k Peninsula. Austr hethEs
f Cape Yor ix months befo
the west coast 0 t March, 1606—s !
it was abou his name.
discovered! ﬁfoﬁtgh the Strait that today ?:?r;s Cape Keer-
Ju S;ﬂec;hen” sailed down the coast aisng short here, they
The "Duy i Provisions runn o amil
: ; avages
AT s Turnz.ga;lr;)d seen “wild, cruel, blzi-:;gc; Australians
turned back. Ifhgxe crew were killed” Tl;list white invaders
- thgs: n&:g ?nheir country against the ,
had defen

! ; the dis-

they had seen T Qmos-——Tlll; l‘gf:l‘;t‘:;ua coast

2.—IN THE F“;’neraxlv accidentally, on Eta.st India Company

coveries mage. egre made by ships of ;p:;r But one expedition,
by the Dutch W the East Indies.

eek Quiros’s
on their way to or f;g;l left Holland in 1612&!?9.:, el A
outside of the comgontt;m a famous P“tcn . ted of two ships,
Terra Australis. Se L i B P
Le Maire were In c “Horn.”

1s
& ros's Memoria
Yiid (-Eendrach_t'; a’;ihg of James, had read Qui

- Isaac Le Maire,

ined gold and
ntinent containe e
he southern con ny”! was fo
and he]ieve};iuntg:;cg. The “Australian C omm:;harter to “trade
spices in al

Terra Aus-
0 and wils BIVER B - e, Japan, India,

in 161 s of Tartary, Sea.”

in the Kingdom the South Sea.

b India Com-
mc;al:tlea?dzmy the slfllgso ?ithg;feirof:;te ol mt
’ : o .
o coua BN R ten and Le Maire S0
gt Magellan. Schou e
%B';o’{;gn_ i Stra:t_ ::lled between Tien:ﬂ;iﬂen;u;;‘gm s B m@
LE w;'yﬁatrv?a: their new way. It :
Island. T¢ ‘

m: p. 38.
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Drake had proved the map-makers wrong who thought that

and the two ships sailed roungd the north of New Guinea, Having
arrived at Java, they were forced to hang over their ships ang
cargoes to the East India Company

West India Company to send him to the south Seas in search of
Terra Australis, By this time, as we shall bresently see, the
western half of Australia had taken definite shape as New
Holland, but neither the land nor the people hag appealed to the
Dutch. The rea] Terra Australis must surely be g more favored
country than New Holland. :

Roggeveen sailed round Cape Horn,

Quiros’s dream had not, then, yet been broved to be g dream.
And, while the dream wag believed in, the Teality was all put
ignored—Let us now turn to that reality

3.—THE DISCOVERY OF WEST AUSTRALIA.— 1t was not till
ten years after Jansz made the first authentic discovery of any
part of the Australian coast that the continent wag touched
upon again by Dutch ships. The Dutch East India Company in-
herited, together with the Portuguese eastern émpire, the Porty-
guese route to the Indies, That route wag the route of Vasco da,
up the east

Gama as far as India- round the Cape of Good Hope,

LAND OF CONCORD 3

i 0SS bian Sea to India. Thence,
f Africa and then across the Ara w
c?ii;{c)t India to the Indies. The discovery of West Australia
a +
I route.

s due to a change o
Wai 1611, a Dutch captain, Brouwer, attempted another route;.

slzead t;f turning up the African coast he stru_ck eat;t\:'g;n
ID~ s the Indian Ocean. He sailed eastward 4,000 miles an i
?cmzd north. This route was found to save about ten mon
urn .

in the voyage! -

m'I'he inevitable, as we see it, happgned. ,1’11 Octtlober,t;(i}cii{eD;::sl;

Hartog, sailing, in the ship “Eendracht,” fur }ef"a i e

, 1, discovered the coast of West Australia. PR

" i ast, between 21 degrees and 28 degrees, 1a_11 e 8

:Irlxzn;gslg?lz iﬂjw imown as Dirck Hartog’s Island and i??:leigr:lcijng

i i inscription upon

p9Stdtif91:g$e?y Rew’;‘ged;fgofgltglfdn discoverefi be;:ame known as

E;sndracht Land, being named after Hartog's sh_1pe.m R

“Land of Concord” was thus the nrime (I;xr:zhg;‘jr e
by its European discoverers. For “Eendr

“Concord.” ! “Zeewulf,”
ears after Hartog, another Dutch ship, 2311:;& gf:es. =
A the West Australian coast, at about ctad MREdE
dndl t know of Hartog’s discovery and repo the eastern
i nod lan for ships, travelling east, to take il straight
i ?o%oi?he%oast he had discovered and thence sal
monsoon

to Java® i t yet forgotten and,
: lo’s “Beach” were no Perth
hdgi Ausuarl: Siincisr;g sighted land just belowe::;‘eﬂ';each_..
when Houtmahe, maintained that he had df:gi‘;elago that 18
U0 SIRGAS k later he discovered the a Sk et
Just over aav;ei{outman’s “Abrolhos.”* Futgtgsrgold-be; ring,”®
still known ; likely prove - i
“ ht not un % ered coast,
thonght e e :sl;llagt later plotted the newly: d“;‘ﬁ’r‘i’fera,... A
ang, i maflfe old legend, “Beach provmcmwhen the ship,
the land I;Jotl:;1 discovery was made inh:f;f; as Cape Leeuwin.
further1 I?’ustruck land at the point now t ships bound to the
“Leeuwin, reed that shi
Houtman agree to Java.
The succemrilf: for the Australian coast aél:?plf;'zg in more
Indies S?ﬁ:igr;?& necessary that the éf‘l’e‘d pe bility that lay in
It was, added reason: Dpassi ery of the
detail. le.e . ?;rﬁincm aurifera,”** and H; Tssﬂﬁi'; 1.airncl the
thimot u]rg;al(:md between the west coast o
still-unkno
"~ ave Note 4 to this Chapter.

;issgeNI?Igta 44 on page 42 above.
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southern coast of New Guinea. And there was the question of
what lay beyond Cape Leeuwin. Dutchmen began to take a
keener interest in Eendracht Land,

The wreck of an English ship, the o L IR 1622, called
attention to the necessity of Properly charting the coast. The
“Trial” was the first English ship of which we have any record

vivors, who reached Java, blamed the Dutch for the disaster
because their new route was followed by the “Tria]» =

Three months after the wreck of the English ship, Governor-
General Coen gave instructions for two ships to set out on g

lands, islands, rocks, reefs, sandbanks, depths, shallows, roads,
winds, and currents, and all that pertain to the same, so as to
be able to map out and duly mark everything in its true
latitude, longitude, bearings, ang conformation. Yoy will,
moreover, go ashore in various Places, and diligently examine
the coast in order to ascertain whether or no it is inhahited,
the nature of the land ang the people, their towng and in-
hahited villages, the divisions of the kingdom, their religion
and policy, their wars, their rivers, the shape of their vessels,
their fisheries, commodities, and manufactures, but Specially
to inform yourselves what minerals, such as gold, silver, tin,
iron, lead ang copper, what precioug stones, pearls, vegetables,
animals and fruits, these lands yield and produce,.”® They

they never set
out on their voyage! The two ships were needed elsewhers,
In January, 1623, however, Jan Carstenz, in command of the
“Arnhem” and the “Pera,” set out to ctomplete the discovery of
the land seen by Jangz in 1606. They also sailed along the south

Wwas a bay and
thought Cape York Peninsula was New Guinea, They sailed

down its western coast, as the “Duyfhen” had done, Byt they

P. NUYTS LAND 75

‘nagain. A landing was made and
further than Cape Turnagain 3 A ) B W 4
flf:ilf' coming recorded on a board which they nailed to a tree.
The ‘“Arnhem” parted company with the “Pera,” which re-
turned home the way it had come. Carstenz (who ‘wa_.s on the
“Lfl'era”] furnishes us with one of the earliest desm_-lptmns that
we have of the Australian aborigines. He had been mstruﬁted‘ to
i He tried to do so. “By showing
capture some of the natives. .
i ir 'ings of beads we kept them on
m bits of iron and strings o .
:xl;:ch until we had come near them; upon whlck_l, onn? of thgn;
who I;ad lost his weapon was, by the skipper, seized round ;E
waist, while at the same time the quarteimzzs;lter 'pufa(:a 11<.:rohe
{ hi i he was dragged to the pinr }
round his neck, by which ! ) A
i i 3 rescue their capture
blacks, seeing this, tried to‘ res . ; %
gthgtiriously assailing us with their assegais. In defer;@mg Et?lie
sylves we shot one of them.”? Then, Carstenz comp. allg ,d s
b?acks received us as enemies everywhere. ‘He tﬁeicr;oild -
ountry as the “most arid and barren region ha home'
gound anywhere on earth.” While he was on his v::iia dis-'
the “Arnhem” had sailed across the Gullf1 gf gsgflill]and 'after
- hich he calle i,
overed Groote Eylandt” (w! :
ghe Governor), and Arnhemland, still so named.

i apped.

e .ot ZapeaP hovaR b o

ip, “Gulden Ze 1 illor of

In 162'7,‘&;111!9t };3'131 I‘J‘Hon. Peter Nuyts, Extraordinary tﬁogni(‘:oﬂs ;iled

lanq "’W : board, went so far out of its course tha Pl 5

Tpaies g t C’a_pe Leeuwin for about a thousand s i

Sheiran me hipelago on the eastern half of the Gre S 10

bhe. N it If;emamed the farthest east that amlrIE;'unI:ierS
;I.'ah%r;r]:églﬁgng the south coast of Australia unt

isco

“Zeepaart”

: d discovered by the

i ain in 1802. The lan . Nuyts Land.

b i ;zl a'agfter its distinguished passenser, Pi'ol;I :I‘EIDS coming

¥ But the west coast still remained perilous shore in 1628,
S e ond. The “Vyanen” was driven ashor

out from Holland.

: more discoveries along the north-
bt agairnll atlrlxcel.- :;:?Iaous year, Governor 'Ccnen_, Zecil:::e?j::
Seste S as Governor, just escaped being vurrhe o
for Al termlhms The necessity for more accuxl;. B e
HopllRan 00 ] and other episodes. In 1629, the “Ba u;
wad BRPORE Y the:l:u't, was wrecked on the Abrolhos. Wom d‘
ousten S ere on board and it was decided to lan
cidplim: S : and eighty were landed on two islands,

em. One hundre art, setting out for aid,
them. board. Pels se .
ing left on brolhos
’“‘pﬁij:n Wimrb:n :: pinnace along the coast from the A
11'. d ’ 1 *

ter and the land barren, _
rth-west Cape and, finding no wa
to North-w
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branded the country, no
; 3 W seen at close quarterg for the i
time by Europeans, as cursed and useless, He rea.checle Jf;is;;

and returned with a shj
’ P to rescue those
behind. The rest is a tale of horror. b

on'Zhoef ilﬁpercargo of the wrecked ship, Cornelis, hagd been
e s‘eventy left on the ship. He floated on a mast to

?;a(.)te;yrx'edound to the service of the company, and that the

i t?) m:il;int:m?tay (;gme off with their lives, so as to be
worthy informati o

They were never heard of again. i

4 ;)1;2 iﬁusﬁ;ralian c):xres to Ife]sart his introduction to Europeans
ol t?a esaw 4 species of cat, which are very strangel
g ’heady 2;.9 aabu.m;tthe size of g hare, their head resemb-
Civet-cat; the fore-paws are
ve:
zﬁot;tﬂthe lgngth of a finger. Tts hind legs are upwardzyo; liloafltf‘
» and it walks on these alone.”® The kangaroo had

stepped out into the
‘ strange i
e Europeani! Australian scene before the

TASMANTA DISCOVERED i}

after he was settled as Governor, Van Dieman sent out Gerrit
Thomas Pool to find answers to these problems and to seek
the gold and spices the new land might contain.

Pool did not get further than New Guinea—where he was
killed by the natives. His second-in-command continued the
voyage and rediscovered Arnhem Land, which he called Van
Diemen’s Land and characterised as being as “wild and barren”
as the west coast.™

In 1642, Van Diemen consulted Frans Visscher, who had
“greater skill in the surveying of coasts and the mapping out
of lands than any of the steersmen present in these parts.”®
He suggested a voyage round the south of Australia, and a
return by way of the Solomons, to be followed by other voyages
to explore the Pacific thoroughly and to trace the coast, if there
was a coast, from Cape York Peninsula to North-west Cape. His

plan was adopted.

The captain selected to carry out the job was Abel Janssen
Tasman, and Visscher was to be his “Pilot Major.” Tasman was
born in the village of Luytjegast, Holland, in 1603 and had come
out to Java in 1633 in the service of the Company. By 1642 he
was a skilled captain who had already been on voyages of
trade and discovery in the North Pacific. Beyond his skill as
a captain he seems to have had nothing to recommend him.
His was a “nature coarse-grained, and even brutal. The society
of Batavia was not a society likely to be squeamish in its moral
judgment, but it thought that Tasman, in his later years, was

unworthy to serve it as Church elder.”®

On August 14, 1642, Tasman set out on his memorable voyagg
in command of two ships, the “Heemskerk” and the “Zeehaen,
filled with silk, linen, blankets, steel and other goods to trade
with the natives and accompanied by the prayers of th_e Com-
pany that the voyage “may redound to the beneﬁ_t and increase
of God’s Church, and to the conversion of many blinded heathen,
to the profit of the Ccompany’s shareholders, and to the credit

of CuE S d of Mauritius, where they had
: for the island of Mauritius,

wﬁ?a;aiﬁzxgrnmp& They left Mauritius early in October,
sailed south to nearly 50 deg., then turned back to 44 deg. l;m:
sailed along that latitude eastward. On Nove‘l‘nher 24, at abou
4 o'clock in the afternoon, they sighted land, “the first we have
met with in the South Sea, and not known to any European
nation, we have conferred on it the name of Anthony van
piemen’s Land.”* Today its name honors not the Governor
put the explorer—Tasmania. ;
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Tasman sailed roung th
b 1 the south of the island, wa,
'y a storm from entering the modern Storm Bay (hse psrl‘f:ligﬁ:g

Aus .
e s113t witsé hmj;lrever, Tasman discovered New Zealand, on Decem
chored. g3 ;1::11 ed up the west coast of South Islazid and an:
e feue? Bay. There, first of Europeans, they met the
e oul of them, three or four of the Dutch being
o Sallingsgo v;rarE:sg:)al::, st?erefore, called the place Murderers’
Bay. 0 rait, Tasman tho clo

= ught th -
: Ea? r?cfttr?es ti-zli]td o}rll btolfh .'.;ides meant they %vére sa;il?ri; cilzgso

. ? € therefore turned back a i
west coast of North Island. He called the new lgﬁdsalﬂeellilal;pdtige

Land of i
The nams Elrvilgle E.'V:* Tas a part of the great southern continent
eeland seems to have been given after BI'DU.WGI:

had, in 1643 Sa.lled round the ii]S'} S‘af}e a Vv
,. nLnd andpro ed It

Taking leave of New Zealand at ¢
g 8 ape Maria van Di :
Gov; fcl)‘:frcl; i ;lxgrl;;)ﬁor of the Honorahle Consort of the Eﬂﬁmﬂ
I e th’ Tasman and his ships set out on a voyage
o Aok Soamgn o e story of which shows how difficult it wag %0
R i vast ocean when it Was next to impossible t
ngitude. The Dutchmen Were completely loslt :ng

The Governor-General and h :

’ Is Council were not -
g‘:‘ﬁethe \;oyage. Gold and spices formed no part g;, eiisp}eafm
However, t seemed probable th_a.t. One aim had been achi::etds.

* Bee above, pp. 71-2.

SCIENCE AND BUSINESS T

This was to find out whether there was a passage from the
Indian Ocean to the south cf Australia and across the Pacific
to Chili. The Dutch wanted to establish themselves there in
order to prey on Spanish shipping. A further expedition was
promised. In the meanwhile, Tasman was to explore Northerr

Australia.
In February, 1644, he set out again and, sailing along the course
taken by the “Duyfhen” in 1606 and the “Arnhem” and the
“Pera” in 1623, was able to answer in the negative the guestion
was there a passage from the Gulf of Carpentaria to.-the South
Sea and, therefore, a route to Chili? Torres Strait was still
regarded as a ‘“shallow bight” but the Gulf of Carpentaria was
proved to be a gulf. From the gulf Tasman traced the coast
around until he came to known landmarks of Eendracht Land.
As a result of this second voyage of Tasman the tracing of the
coastline of Australia was completed from Cape York in the north-
east right round to half-way along the shore of the Great Austra-
lian Bight. His first voyage had proved that Australia was not a
part of any great southern continent centering at the Pole,
“Tasman’s voyages had been profitable to geographers, but very
unsatisfactory to shareholders. He had mapped the outline of a
huge continent, but it seemed to be as useless as it was huge.”*

Van Diemen was not able, because of trouble with the Portu-
guese, to carry out his plan of sending a new expedition to seek
a southern route to Chili. And the Directors of the Company
at home frowned upon his other projects of exploring the new
lands discovered and of seeking gold and silver in the North
Pacific. They thought that the Company had enough countries
already to trade with and they feared that the English would
reap the benefit of their discoveries. “I have heard it gald
‘among the Dutch,” a contemporary tells us, “that their East India
Company have long since forbidden, and under the grgatest
any further attempts of discovering that continent,
having already more trade in those parts than they can turn to
account, and fearing some more popul_ous nation in Europe might
make great establishments of trade in some of those unknown
: which might ruin or impair what they have already
in the Indies.”* The Directors determined to concentrate
on their trade with Japan and the East. The dreams of g_qld
‘and riches in a southern continent, inspired by the reading of
Polo and Quiros, had been proved, to the satisfaction of the
pirectors, to be but dreams. And trade had nothing to do with
P s
% Wood: Discovery of Auétralia, p. 291.

penalties,

regions,
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Tasman was not sent on any further explorations in southern
seas. We hear of him planning more efficient methods for
capturing Spanish ships, laden with gold from the Philippines,
at the Ladrone Islands—thus again justifying their name—laying
down better routes for trading ships, and fighting against the
Spaniards. In 1649, however, he was found guilty of attempt-
ing, and all but succeeding in, hanging a young sailor for
some alleged minor offence. He was suspended from his duties
and the Church removed him from his position as elder. He
was later re-employed by the Company but, apparently, not for
long. He died in 1659 and left some of his wealth to be divided
amongst the poor of his native village.

The Company did not succeed in carrying out its policy
of keeping the new discoveries hidden from the rest of the
world. Maps were published in Holland to show the new lands:
New Holland, Van Diemen’s Land and Nieuw Zeeland. Dampier
had one such map when he came to Australia in 1699 and Cook
and Banks, in 1770, knew and took as an authority the published
extracts of Tasman’'s journal. Cook continued and completed
Tasman’s work.

But the Dutch chapter of Australian discovery was not finished
with the passing of Tasman. The old route from the Cape of
Good Hope eastward was maintained and Eendracht Land served
as a landmark. And there were more wrecks, as a result of
which the coast was properly, charted. In 1696, Willem de
Viamingh, searching for a missing ship, carefully explored the
coast from the Swan River to North-west Cape. They rowed up
the Swan River and saw men, birds, black swans, geese, cockatoos,
and parroguets which “all fled at the sight of us,”® but
“without discovering anything of importance.” Their final re-
port on the country they explored was that it was “a barren, bare
desolate region.”

The Dutch were not yet convinced that there was no passage
through New Holland to the South Seas and, in 1705, ships were
sent to explore the north-west coast and to find such a passage,
if it existed. As a result of this exploration, it was thought that,
perhaps, Van Diemen’s Gulf (to the east of Darwin) was the
entrance of a channel leading to the South Sea and that New
Holland probably consisted of a large number of islands. Surely,
it was imagined, the inhabitants would not be of such a “rude and
barbarous character and malicious disposition” if it was a con-
tinent they lived in! i

Dutch exploration ended and the Dutch verdict was passed
upon New Holland and its people. The land was useless and
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