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for the last q
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has risen from obligation.
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during September. for all, Howeyer, H€

leadership
tmemplﬂ}ﬂﬂe-ﬂt is
government's "gross
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jtuati xd the
» ynemployment situation :u“ :
Tl-: e ufprigng prices are reflections of'
iliLu;ﬁﬂs of the capitalist world economiy.
As the recently published Treasury ’
White Paper on the Australian economy
1971 was a year in whi
d nations of the Western
to be p]ngueld by grow=

ent

o~ inflation and high unempigym>=""
m? _ the world situation has also been

reflected in Australia.”

The conservati

"mistakes"
upward price spiral.
humanise the econo

world capitalist economy has ent-
3:& i:to a 101:15 term downturn. What
this means is stepped up f:ur?peuuan :
between the leading capitalist countries
and attempts to boost sagging _profund
rates at the expense of the living stand-
ards of the working class. A EDnCDIﬂI.i'i;
ittant of this latter project IS the delib-
erate creation of unemployment 1o
drive down working class militancy and

halt wage rises,

struggle.

Growing unemployment and constantly :
rising prices are common to nearly every
advanced capitalist county. In the 7
leading imperialist countries OVER 10
million workers are unemployed -- the
highest figure since the end of the war.

shorter. Wages rema

In a recent radio broadcast, the ALP
leader Mr. Whitlam scored the L;Tm’;ral
government's responsibility for this

T
uyarter century,
jonal priority for

" ar government will a
A Labor g .:'Eﬂ“ru W orker

ters can agree
All Labor supporte thituaﬁG“ once and

Jieves that the rising
bdlﬂ; result of the McMahon
sconomic miﬂnaq-
i';l Review" 19/9/72)

ye opportunist ALP 1ﬂd:
ership thinks that it can better manage
italist economy

s capmufike unem%lay-ment and the
This attempt 1O

my and big business

is completely hopeless, es[}eciallly today.

One need only look at the experience

of the Wilson Labour government in

Britain, Unemployment

ernment rose to almost on

What is needed, and what the ALP 1-::36;-
ership shies away from, is a prograt 0
. The ALP and orgamsfzé iafﬁ_u:
must campaign to fight the twin ?.ffhcl:-
jons of the declining free enterprise
system -- unemployment

The basic demand must be for a sliding
scale of hours, All the available work
would be divided among all the existing
workers with no loss of pay. Thus,
capacity of the economy to employ
workers falls, the working week becomes
in the same, This

is the only demand which binds together
the whole working class, employed and
unemployed, and preserves it from decay

of big business through low Crigy
rising prices, All w;agges abid:"ﬁﬁ_:ﬂ
um must be pegged o the cost n;“lﬂm_
"Escalator" clauses must -
a1l union awards. Nun.u,ﬂf; wdmhlh
prises should be legally bound tu%
similar cost of living Increases totals
workers, It is also important thyy theiy
cost of living index be dctemmﬂk
the ACTU not the govemment, by

ccept that
n 13/9/72)

that Labor

Whitlam ALP

The Labor party should alsg include
program of action against unempj

the demand for a massive system .
public works, These would train apd o
unemployed workers in projects hf

prove the welfare of society -- h,!‘
scale, cheap, high quality hﬂ"ﬁng
jects, massive urban renewal, ete P

iy

and eliminate

What such a campaign logica

is a drive to throw nﬁ? moguﬁfi“*‘
party gwcmment, the tool of big Cm;
and return the Labor party, u;gnﬂr :
which is based on the unions and tl:eml
ing people of this country -- Labe; h'&'
power. :

Socialists within the ALP must fight, aoy
and after the elections, to win the
to this class struggle program, m!::l
and the present ALP leadership are
able of leading a real fight againgt =
employment, A new militant lea
based on an aroused rank and file and
committed to a program of struggle. mes
te built,

under this gov-
e million.

and inflation.

as the

Labor to power:,

Fight for a socialist program}

For a sliding scale of hours!

For a sliding scale of wages.

For a massive program of publie worls

FOR A SLIDING SCALE OF WAGES & A SLIDING SCALE OF HOURS

FROM "THE DEATH AGONY OF CAPITALISM AND THE TASKS OF

Under the conditions of disintegrating capitalism, the masses
continue to live the meagerized life of the oppressed, threat-
ened now more than at.any other.time with the danger of
being cast into the pit of pauperism, They must defend their
mouthful of bread, if they cannot increase Or better it, There
is neither the need nor the opportunity to enumerale here
those separate, partial demands which ume and again arise on
the basis of concrete circumstances - national, lecal, trade
umion, But two basic econor.ic afflictions, in which is sum-
marized the increasing absurdity of the capitalist system, that
is, unemployment and high prices, demand generalized slogans
and methods of struggle,

The Fourth International declares uncompromising war on the
politics of the capitalists which, to a considerable degree,
like the politics of their agents, the reformists, aims to place
the whole burden of militarism, the crisis, the disorganiztion
of the monetary system and all other scourges stemming from
capitalism's death agony upon the backs of the toilers. The
Fourth International demands employment and decent living
conditions for all,

Neither monetary inflation for stabilization can serve as

slogans for the proletariat because these are but two ends of

the same stick. Against a bounding rise in prices, which with
the approach of war will assume an ever more unbridled charac-
ter, one can fight only under the slogan of a sliding scale of
wages, This means that collective agreements should assure

an automatic rise in Wages in relation to the increase in price
of consumer goods,

Under the menace of its own disintegration, the proletariat
cannot permit the transformation of an increasing section of

THE FOURTH INTERNA TIONAL"® BY LEON TROTSKY (15

the workers into chronically unemployed paupers, livingolf
the slops of a crumbling society, The right to employment
is the only serious right left to the worker in a society based
upon exploitation, This right today is being shorn from his
at every step. Against unemployment, "structural® as well
as "conjunctural, " the time is ripe to advance, along with the
slogan of a sliding scale of working hours, Trade unions and
other mass organizations should bind the workers and the mmer-
ployed together in the solidarity of mutual responsibilify, ©s
this basis all the work on hand would then be divided amoas
all existing workers in accordance with how the extent of the
working week is defined. The average wage of every WOrkE:
remains the same as it was under the old working week,
Nages, under a strictly guaranteed minimum, would follow
the movement of prizes, It is impossible to accept aiy
program for the present catastrophic peried.

Property owners and their lawyers will prove the "ynrealizab-
ility" of these demands. Smaller, especially ruined capitil
in addition will refer to their account ledgers, The viorken
categorically denounce such conclusions and referencess
question is not one of a "normal" collision between O
material interests, The question is one of guarding ﬂlf‘:
ariat from decay, demoralization and ruin, The q“mmh
one of life or death of the only creative and progressive o
and by that token of the future of mankind, If capitalism .
incapable of satisfying the demands inevitably arising i:::lﬁ
'E.h-‘: calamities generated by ir,surlf; then let it PCT. .
izability" is in the given instance a question of the relatio®
ship of forces, which can be decided only by the suuggle,
By means of this struggle, no matter what its immediate
practical successes may be, the workers will best come &
understand the necessity of liquidating capitalist slavesys

. ¢!
At the halfway 1T'|.'ll'1'i, the E,—-Hﬂr:%'?

Fund Drive for ‘S-EUD{J b}' PEC":
going well, but is still Eliﬂhtw %
We have received $860 from our W
ind supporters ind we should be UP
£1000 at this stage.

: 1]
Already, the Fund Drive has :‘l‘i]g&__
kecp going, It has kept the bus o kett
ector at b '|y and has cndblcd

" r Ll
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thank, Please don't stop s€8
money in,

Send us your money an
build the bigger,
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NATIONAL

[n response to Nixon's continued escalat-
jon of the war in Vietmam, the Australian
Union of Students (AUS) has taken the
initiative incalling for a national gather-
of antiwar activists on October 14-
15 in Melbourne, The call which is
peing circulated nationally has been
endorsed by Ken Newcombe and Stewart
Morris of AUS and a number of well
kmown activists and opponents of the war:
Hamry van Moorst, George Crawford and
Jim MclIlroy of Melbourne, and Rod
Webb, Ken Mcleod, Ron Amold and
lan Davis of Sydney,

The conference will discuss the current
stage of the war and immediate perspect-
jyes for the antiwar movement nationally,
It is vital that all sections of the antiwar
movement are represented at this gather-

BY DICK ROBERTS

From the Mekong Delta in South Vietnam
to the Chinese border of North Vietmam,
1,000 miles away, the U.S. is pounding
the Vietnamese countryside, The war

is also raging in Cambodia and Laos,
Thailand is being converted into a nation
of gigantic U.S. airbases. There are
more U, S, troops in Thailand now than
in South Vietnam,

A "New York Times" reporter interview-
ed top military officials in Saigon,
August 30, "Almost all South Vietnam-
ese and American military planners agree
. « » that the end of the war is nowhere
in sight," Malcolm W. Browne wrote.

"[t has been five months since the North
Viemamese offensive began, and the
fighting is now looking increasingly like
a draw, "Browne noted that already "more
than 100,000 people have been killed in
South Vietnam since the offensive began,

LL
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Despite this apparent military stand-off,

a negotiated settlement of the war on
terms favorable to Washington cannot

be ruled out. President Nixon is exerting
immense pressure on Hanoi, This includes
not only the heaviest bombing in the
history of warfare and the naval blockade
of North Vietnam but also pressure on
Hanoi achieved in the summit agreements
with Moscow and Peking.

Nevertheless, a settlement acceptable
to Washington has not yet been achieved.
The central objective of the Pentagon
remains to bludgeon Hanoi into a com-
promise. "Unless there is progress on the
negotiating front which is substantial, "
Nixon stated at the San Clemente news
conference August 29, "there will be

no reduction of the bombing of North
Vietnam and there will be no lifting

of the mining, . . « [ am not going to
put any limitation on when the U. 5.
activities in the air would stop. "

In a report on the ¥, S, bombing of
North Vietnamese dikes reprinted by the
"New York Times" September 6, Yves
Lacoste, professor of geography at the
University of Paris, states, "From April
16 to July 31 ( and the bombing contin-
ued into August), more than 150 attacks
were made on the whole of North Viet-

750 1b US "gcncr;{l pu_t'POSE" bombs
ready to go,

o
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t
the Vietham war must be mhuﬂ:?ﬂm
Is the time to begin, Be there - October

14= 15, G P
Univenit}'.me aton Room, Melboume

Antiwar forces in Sydney have. alre

begun to mobilise for agﬂcm agai.n:idr:fhe
war. At a meeting at AICD, attended

by over 60 people on September 19 an

ad hoc coalition set several perspectives,
It was decided to work for national actions
around November 18 as part of the world
wide actions planned in solidarity with
the US actions on that date, The meeting
agreed that the central demands of

the mobilization should be for withdrawal
of all U. S, forces and materiel from
Indochina, an end to Australia's comp-
licity in the war and the repeal of the

nam's canal system, causing neavy
damage in 96 places, Tle International
Commission on War Crimes made a
special study, among others, " of the
effects of the bombing in the Red River
delta, The bulk of the population is in
fact here; and it is also this region
which suffered the greatest number of
hits (58 out of 96), "

As deadly as this bombing of North
Vietnam is , however, it is only part
of the story.

BOMBING THE MEKONG DELTA

"Time" magazine reporter Tom Fox
visited the hospital at Dinh Tuong
because extensive U. S, bombing began
in the Mekong Delta. "Though most
attention in recent weels has focused on
the air war over North Viet Nam, "
"Time" stated, "there has also been a
dramatic step-up in the bombing of the
South, In the single month of July,
American B-52 bombers flew 200 missions
over South Viet Nam - 111 missions
more than were flown in all of 1971, For
the first time the big B-5Zs flying out

of Thailand's Utapao Air Base are
striking the heavily populated Mekong
Delta, With ARVN forces deployed else-
where to counter the North Vietnamese
offensive and unable to cope with the
growing enemy threat in the Delta, the
U.S. has apparently decided on a policy
of massive and calculatedly destuctive
airpower as a substitute for manpower.

"The most heavily hit region of the
current campaign has been Dioh Tuong
province, where 600,000 Vietnamese,
mostly small farmers, are crammed
into a tiny area one- third the size of
Rhode Island, "™

Fox disputed the U,S, military's content-
jon that there were only a few civilian
casualties from such bombing. After
describing the victims in the hospital,

he wrote, ". . . bombs are dropping
night and day on the friendly Vietnamese
of Dinh Tuong, who can cnly do their
best to stay out of harm's way."

"Time'" magazine reporter Tom Fox

no longer believes the official U, S, lie
that the tons and tons of bombs raining

down on Vietnam daily claim no civil-
ian casualties, His account of the death

DRIVE FOR 500
NEW SUBS

SPECIAL OFFER.

15 ISSUES FOR $1

Starting with DIRECT ACTIDN 28
on October 12 we are having a drive
for 500 new subscriptions by Christ-

mas.

After the success of our last sub
drive we are confident that we can

make this target,

To build this drive we are offering a
special sub rate of 15 issues for
$1,00 starting {rom October 12,

Help us and help yourself by
taking out a special ml:ic:riptim.:l
to DIRECT ACTION, the best
socialist newspaper in Australia,

ESETFOROCTOBER

National Service Act, Finally, the
n'.;l:eau:ig endorsed the call for the nation-
al conference as a valuable opportuni

to begin rebuilding the antwar mwafy
ment nationally, A committee of 13
was elected and a further general meet-

ing planned for a fortnight's time.

In our opinion, the decisions of the
Slrdney coalition should be taken up by
all those forces interested in effectvely
bullding mass actions against the Viemam
war and Australia's complicity in it.

If these perspectives are endorsed by the

national gathering a real beginning will
have been made, &

NATIONAL ANTTWAR CONFERENCE
OCTOBRER 14 - 15

GEORGE PATON ROOM
MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY

and destruction In one Mekong Delta
province is carried in the September 11
issue of "Time", It is only a glimpse of
the horror,

What Fox found out in his visit to the
Mekong Delta has long been known to
students of the war, The massive bomb-
ing of the United States Air Force is
aimed at terrorizing the populace. It

is a total myth that these attacks are
largely "military, " directed only against
"selected targets.”™

"The Air Force is under pressure from
ground units to use area weapons, such
as napalm and cluster-bomb units, even
against snipers. Area weapons, by def-
inition, are indiscriminate,"” "New
York Times" editorial board member
Robert Kleiman wrote in an August 13
review of "The Air War in Indochina "
This is the book version of the Comell
University Air War Study Group report
on the U, S. bombing of Southeast Asia,

"One of the extraordinary discoveries of
the Comnell researchers, " states Kleiman,
"was that in the end less than 10 per cent

of the United States fixedwing air actvity

in South Vietmam went into close air
support of troops in combat. More than
90 per cent was used for "interdiction”,

a term that has been stretched far beyond
attacks on supply routes to encompass
harassment, reprisal, area saturation in
Communist staging zones and, in regions
where the Vietcong has been predomin-
ant, attacks "to influence the population:
to cause them to move into areas under
govermnment control, or to make them
stop supporting the insurgency.""

This bombing had already had staggenng
effects before the present escalation, In
Sputh Vietnam, states Kleiman, "Senator
Edward Kennedy's Subcommittee on
Refugees, relying on official reports, has
estimated noncombatant casualkies
through April, 1971, from military action
by the United States and the Saigon
Government at a minimumof half a
million persons, about one-third of them
killed, a percentage of population that
is more than double that suffered by
German civilians under Allied bombing
in World War II. "

Today, according to Kleiman, the total
number of B-52s in use against Vietnam

By

Refugée; flee the B-EE* .d‘evatio

TONAIR WAR

is some 200, about half the Strategic
Air Command (SAC) force, "a fivefold
increase since February and twice the
peak number engaged pre-1972."

"Time" magazine stated on September :
il that "The South Viemamese are no o4
strangers to bombing. Since 1966, an e
estimated €5% of all American bombs

have been dropped on the South, making .

the mighty B-52 an object of dread and y

fear."

Bt the unstated conclusion that
shrieks out of Cornell's deadpan study, '
Kleiman wrote, "is that the' American
air war in south Viemam has included a
long list of both officially - sanctioned
and officially-ignored acrial Mylais, " K

BATTLEFIELD STANDOFI f

Anloc, Quangtri province, and Bindinh
province have been converted into "free- [t
fire” zomes for U,S. naval artillery and
aerial warfare in the last five months.
Fleeing refugees are unable to describe

the agony they have suffered. But this i
has not tirned back the reyolutionary "
offensive launched in March,

"(The Saigon forces) have not
ed a successful counter offensive or re-
captured Quang Tri city or any other
significant part of the northern province
that fell in April and May," "Time"
magazine reported on September 11,

yei mouni-

"They have not reopened Highway 13
between Saigon and An Loc, and the
tasx was finally abandoned altogethe:
last week as the two divisions assigned
to it were regrouped in an effort to head
off Communist units that are believed to
be moving toward Saigon. The North
Vietnamese are still staging ambushes
on the road between Kontum and Pleiku
in the Central Highlands , and there is
sharp fighting in Biph Dinh province on
the central coast, Worse still, the South
Vietnamese suffered a major defeat
three weeks ago south of Danang in

Que Son Valley, losing between 1,000
and 2,000 men, "

nTime's" Saigon Bureau Chief Stanley
Cloud remarked," . . . the North
Vietnamese military position in the South
is vastly better than it was a year ago

If you oppose the Vietnam war and
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Australia, if you support the struggle for
women's liberation, the struggle for
socialist democracy in the Soviet Union,
Eastern Europe and China, the struggle
for national liberation throughout the
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NIXON. "NO LIMIT
T0 AIR WAR
CONTINUED

and is virtually unchallenged in Lacs
and Cambodia.”

Their inabliity to crush the revolutionary
affensive in five months of fer-_::-cj-::ru.-:
warfare is making the U, S, military
brass talk about indefinite e_;-:mmiﬂn ::L”
the war, In Saigon, 0 New York Times
comrespondent Craig R. Whitmey reporte
August 31 that “high-ranking Amr_:m,:m
officials. . . are talking prw.at.:.ll. not

of a break-through in ﬂ?c'!::cdce_tn]!:ﬁr;j
but, rather, of the possibility of unend=

ing war, "

A “senior U.S. official” rold . S,
:.'Ews and World Report" for 16 August 2
31 issue, "The fact is we could not have
kept Saigon from going down the dr‘z in
and continued to withdraw our forces :
from Vietnam without the :rm.mﬂ-:cla
Thailand. There was just 0o place else

to go.

BUILDUP IN THAILAND

The machinery for maintaining an
Hunending war" of aerial genocide is
being built up in Thailand, "As :r:.f
August 11," states “U. S. News,
nofficial records showed 44, 600 U.S.
in South Vietnam, 45,000 in

mihnda- s @

u]t is from seven bases in this country
¢hat the bulk of U.S, aerial fire-power
is being directed at the Communists 24

NEW THEATRE

ts an analysis of the dilemma
inherent in social change.

BRECHT
"The Measures Taken"
"The Exception and the Rule"
at the Pram Factory
325 Drummond St, Carlton, Vic.
Friday, Saturday, Sunday,
October 13 to November 12,

$1,20. Student Concessions.
Bookings 3477133

SUPPORT THE
SOCIALISTS FOR LABOR

CAMPAICGN

New badge — ideal for socialist

of the ALP,
Order Now! - from Socialist Books,
P,O, Box 151, Glebe, 2037,
Only 25¢ {i.nc.{udmg postage)

BY ANDREW JAMIESON
Recently the Arbitration Commission's
Justice Williams handed down a wa ge
rise to the 350, 000 men employed in
the metal industry, The miserable $3
a week rise now, followed by another
%3 extra in nine months time is consid-

| WETALIWORKERS

national wage case" as wage flow-ons
4re expected to either directly or indir-

'._, ectly affect all manual workers, with an

echo hai;gkheud in sectors of the white
force,

ers were a 177 pay loading or bonus

on
annual leave, an extra day's holiday in
Victoria and NSW to bring equal annual

wmulative sick leave f
of the present 3 years,

a decision which granted a 34,50
rise when the metal trades a'-;su-dt:assﬁ

reviewed, Despite the howls of the

metal employers, who claimed this

contributed to inflationary tendencies,

these gains were quickly eroded with a

ered by the capitalist circles as a "mini-

Other concessions granted to metal work-

states, plus acc-
or 10 years instead

In 1971 Commissioner Hood handed down

Chini, » = arc
Indo LS, atrcratt in Thallar

estimated at between 600 and 700, . -

I. SD
Iﬂ:‘ ljg,

. r inclu
planes in the coum[;dl?gm wings of

100 B-52 bc-mbﬂ; 3#_1[}5 Thunderchiefs. "

F-4 Phantoms an
nyy. S, News" believes this Dq‘.‘l:l.lli}".‘.lt‘.lﬂtl
of :I‘Ilailand is Ecmip(!n‘l‘mn{‘nt;”.’ .ﬁ;m
Saigon's air forces arc W“"rj.ﬂ .';vasion
being able to handle a masa%rfﬂtz o
G'I'-".I:h

m the North on its mear
g‘?‘: U, 5. will have 10 keep a presence
somewhere. H

What about the people of Th.’tll.‘;l":d? ‘
ny, S, News" dismisses the !?r?b i.rlnﬂ.iz
insignificant. " There are ::r:tlcsscf
American presence here, but [hI-.;.- ;
pumber only a few. J.ntcllucﬁul 5 :m’
some newspapers voice opposition, as
do some foreign-ministry officials ..l‘[ ;
the middle and lower levels, But there
is no criticism from the top - and"n[a
Thailand, that's where it counts, " It
is the kind of government Washington
likes to do business with.

CAMBODIA

The sct for an early end of the
EEDFE;SE Cambodia and Laos is even
dimmer than in South Vietnam, measured
in military terms. nNewsweek" magaz-
ine estimated the situation in Cambodia,

August 14, ". .- & with most of Hanoi's

forces tied up in the big offensive next
door in South Vietnam, the Cambaodian
Communists, known as the Khmer Rouge,
have clearly been holding their own 1n
battles with the government roOps.
Indeed, despite the Cambodian Army's
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LAOS

"
Veteran war correspondent for the LD;
Angeles Times", Jack Foisie, 5qmnm-:
.up'the siruation in Laos ﬁ:ugmﬂc:ut}; e
1 i F ] apnl 10

"American involyemen aVIeES
nam may be winding down, but in Laos
it continues to grow.

nThe significance is not yet in‘incrca:ﬁgd
numbers, but in more far-ranging rales.
The newest one 1s remoulding of the royal,
Laos army in the U, S. format. « « »

nAs noted, the numbers of E{fﬂci;l[
Americans reported in Laos is up only
slightly - from 1041 in 1970 to 1190
last year, Now it totals 1250, But that
does not count daily commuters from
Udom, Thailand, a ED-minute.ﬂight
away. There the Central [ntelh_gence
Agency, The U, S, Army and Air Force,
and the chartered U, S; airlines Alr
America and Continental have their

i

-

dnubt.il_'ig its effectiveness, but are now

?fcnnsuflanyglme:ir position, This division
-.'.::]]j:rim:an 15 indicative of the serious

grm cment of the bourgeoisie as it

va]};ﬂﬂtiﬂs this year's election, Some

{mc:Ji ilr: Libefal,fl:uunuﬂ_.' Party's brute

e n industrial policies, others tend

ivour the ALP a5 a more subtle

approach to lowering the living standard
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Laos-operation hea ‘-.
{stical base and mu‘:gqyu,:l %

In certain ways the war jn
izes the terror of the whole U""I'
aggression in Southeast A niteq
been secretly bombed

1962, for an even lon L ‘El
Ull’.‘.tljlﬂm' and a Whnl.ﬁ'iu'“ th‘%

peoples of the Plain of Hon, , i
decimated, Jam, haye : N

Fred Branfman wrote jn

Plain of Jars: Life umder E’iﬂit’:; Eﬁh
"Every day for five and 5 'haly 1F'I'n'-i:-
the reconnaissance and eleotr i
craft would film and track the air.
below; the jet and prop bomhmm
bomb them with white P Wonly
fragmentation, ball-bea '
anti- pcrsannel' bombs, h::lgc:;i nlhhh
del:q.rc*:d-a:tim high explosjyps, te ang
gunships and spotter planes wng:ulh
them with machine-gun fire, Ry

Branfman quoted a villa

had been extinguished, E;L:hﬂeh
the jet type dropped their bombe g
to destroy my village and mw“m
shoot twice the same day, They to
eight napalm bombs, the fire from
destroyed all my things, , . a5 W
maiming our animals, Some pe sy
who didn't rzach the jungle mﬁﬁg:
S'IIU.CL{ and .'[EU., d}’il’]g most Phiﬁ.l!&h

"We were all heavy-hearted
ful almost o the point of losing g
minds, From a state of complety

ness we had passed into misery mh;

erty. "

The unutterable terror of the U,§, by .
is today at its most intense level i s
history of the war,
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accepted the rise, they WEW“'LG#
to let further chances of Wage

slip through their fingers. FHW

in Victoria, Melbourne's 50, ”g
workers in 13 separate mas m:l:lf'#
igreed to an amendment ﬂﬂa;diﬁ"#
not accept the rise on the ¢ f=
no further wage demands

In Dandenong 1,100 Wﬂflkﬂﬂre the I
the rise altogether, semnsit

had in store Efm ﬂlrzm.th $ icﬂmﬂ
a slap in the face for
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reflect a growing desirs tiﬁw
rising prices. The .j_nhel"ﬂn apw
in capitalism of widening Ei ne "

real wages and prices P'c“: m;iﬁ“u
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living standards.
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gy FRANS TIMMERMAN

Gay Liberation has really come out at

the University of NSW. This militant
group has displaced the previous group,
Campus Camp, which was far more
reserved in its approach to the rest of

the university.

The first indication that Gay Liberation
had come out from the anonymity of
discreet forums and obscure meeting

rooms was a demonstration with street
theatre on August 8 to oppose the presence
of Professor McConaghy and his aversion
therapy unit. Aversion therapy (physical
torture) seeks to indicate to homosexuals
that they are Vsick" and that this treat-
ment might "cure' them, The demon-
stration had a stunning effect on students,
judging by their ex pressions of incredulity
and embarrassment,

Prior to this demonstration, the Gay
Liberation group had organised two public
forums, one with Dennis Altman (from
Sydney University) and Jim Anderson
(from London Oz), and the other one with
women in Gay Liberation,

The group had also handed out leaflets
for campus screenings of films involving
homosexuality, The three films involved
were "Fortune and Men's Eyes", "The
Music Lovers" and "Death in Venice".

Gay actions University of New South W

Weekly meetin
gs are held, where betw

thirty and fifty people attend. Part of o
e meeiﬁng Is devoted to planning
’I:h¢ g:rgp § future activities, The meetings

Ezps w;k up into smaller discussion

ere personal experi
scussed and ideas are eif;h::::;.am

The latest and most ambitious

activity occurred during the weﬁbilr;m
Septernber 19 to 22, This took the form
of a "Gay Liberation Embassy" on the
campus, The embassy had a two-fold
purpose. Firstly, it acted as a publicity
and information centre - "eve you

ever wanted to know about homosexuality,

but were afraid to ask"
t y as their posier put
it, Secondly, it was a chance fo:?:fmdarfg

to get to know perso :
e personally same of gays on

The embassy attracted a lot of interest
from students in general, About 1,000

sticks of fairy floss were also sold by
embassy staff,

The UNSW group is part of "Sydney

Gay Liberation", which publi_c?hes ;,
monthly newsletter. The Sydney
University Gays and Camp Ink make up
the remainder of SGL. Cuwrrently project-
ed is the setting up of a permanent Gay
].lel‘Etan centre, This is an attempt to
rationalise the work load of the three

groups,

ales
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ONT AT MELB.U.

BY PETER CONRICK

A recent "Sexual Liberation" day staged
at Melbourne University evoked consid-
erable interest from students in the issues
of abortion and contraception and relat-
ed factors in the oppression of women,
Equal attention was paid to the problems
of homosexuals under capitalism and the
need for an organisation that would meet
those problems and strive for their solut-
ion in a revolutionary direction.

Already there exists at Melbourne Univer-
sity an active and aggressive "Gay Liber-
ation Front" which has begun to play an
-..t-'.l‘_i'-.-m.;-_l}- pmgn_::;sh'c and conscious role
in the creation of an independent mass
gay liberation movement, It was in fact,
the Gays at Melbourne who initiated and
largely organised the Sexual Liberation
day and who were primarily responsible
for its success, Gay Liberation has had
only a history of a few months at Melb-
owne, but in that period has been able
1o project itself as a major pOﬂﬁf"'l force
on ca npus, To the surprise (and dismay)
of some well intended student bureaucrats
the GLF decided to field several candidates
in the last Union Council elections. The
function of the Uaion Council has been
primarily in organising social activities
which to date have unconsciously been
directed towards isolating homosexuals.
[nitially the Gay response was to organise
countersocial functions and activities of
this nature, The politicisation of the
group was first manifested in the Union
Council elections, With the success of
these elections now behind them, the

GLF has been able to broaden its base
politically and help initiate such ventures

as the Sexual Liberation Day. A special
edition of'Farrago" was devoted to Gay
Liberation and the sexual revolution, It
is evident from the articles that appeared
in "Farrago" that the GLF at Melbourne
rejects out of hand any piecemeal liberal
golution to the oppression of homosexuals,
but sees Gay liberation as a part of a
revolutionary process.

As well as this the GLF have begun ascer-
taining student prej udices against Gay
people. To this end they have written
lerters to all clubs and societies, allse..
faculties and departments asking for their
views and treatment of Immcﬁ:xm.ls.
They hope to obtain from the I;{Epl_mi
some sort of feedback which will indicate
the effectiveness of their work at a

limited propaganda level,

One aspect of the GLF at Melbourne has
been a recognition of the international
character of the Gay movem =nt, i"'!rhl:erlal
{s being distributed and made available
to students from similar organisations
in the United States and Great Britain,
The action and manifestos of the inter-
nationally growing Gay movement have
2ided the beginnings of a dimoretical
apd organisational recognition of the

tion of homosexuality in class society.
The advent of Gay liberation at Melbourne
uniyersity has oot only ded a focus
for the independent mobilisation of Gay
people, but has also advanced from
purely sexual questions to a Dew politecal
ousness of the need for radical
change in a society which perversely

bes and penalises homosexuality

as a disease and crime. -

WOMEN SPEAK OUT FOR ABORTION

A 'Speak Out' on abortion has been

organised in Sydney for October 21, This Feminists, Women's National Abortion

the New York City Coalition included
Staten Island National Organization for
Women (NOW), New York Radical

event has been organised by the Women's Action Coalitign (WONAAC), New

Abortion Action Coalition. The 'Speak
Cut in Sydney will be in conjunction

with an Intemational Tribunal on abortion
to be held in New York on the same

date,

It is visualized that the 'Speak Out' will
be a day of fairly informal discussion
with speakers on the international
abortion situation, women's personal
sufferings under the present vindictive
laws in Australia, abortion as being a
fundamental right of women , the
present role of the church and the state
and a variety of other aspects an
abortion.

It is hoped that as many women as
possible will participate in the 'Speak
Out' so that they and others will become
more aware of the role that women are
forced to play in society, and how
women are denied even control over
their own bodies. Discussion will begin
at 10 a.m. and will go to 6 p.m,

Details about the venue have yet to be
confirmed., For more information

write to Women's Abortion Action
Camp-ign, Box 249, Leichhardt or ring
Jackie «r Nita 5606346,

CHILD CARE

The Free Kindergarten Union of Aust-
ralia will haye to close down in Victoria
unless the State Government helps it,
one of its directors stated recently. The
Australian Pre-School Association and
the Kindergarten Teachers College also
attacked the government for its lack of
financial support.

These organizations supervise day nurs-
eries and child-minding centres but

are running at a great loss, The State
Governments refuse to supply the funds
to give all children access to proper
child care facilities - and refuse to even
help the voluntary organizations that

are doing its job.

In Sydney, the Child Care Action
Group wili be holding a public meeting
on October 4 at 7,30 p.m, at the Law
School in Philip Street,

WOMEN TO PROTEST REACTIONARY
RESOLUTION

On Tuesday, October 3, Mr. Cameron,
Liberal MLA of NSW State Parliament
will be moving a resolution in the House
stating:
"that this House disassociate
itself from the actions of those
secking to legitimise abortions
ondemand and affirms its belief
that such actions are unnecessary
and repugnant to human dignity
(sic), the existing law in New
Sf.-utj\ Wales being sufficiently
flexible to deal with exceptional
cases while defending the human
rights of the foetus, "

Supporters of the right of women to
abortion, in Sydney, will be organizing
a demonstration and picket outside Par-
liament House in Macquarie Street at
5.30 p.m,. on October 3, It is hoped
that this will be an effective expression
of the indignation and anger of so many
women that pompous men like Mr,
Cameron can seek to override one of
the most basic human rights of women -
the right to control over our bodies,

WOMEN MARCH IN NEW YORK,
AUGUST 25

Women took to the streets in New York
City on August 25 to commemorate

the fifty second anniversary of the
winning of women!s suffrage in the
United States. Estimates of the size of
the march ranged from 2,000 - 5, 000.
Actions around A ugust 26 were held in
Atlanta, Washington DC, Chicago
Boston, ‘Philadelphia, Cleveland, Den-
ver, Los Angeles and other cities. A
feminist teach-in was held in San
Francisco and drew 500 women, Although

York NOW, Radicalesbians, Manhattan
Women's Political Caucus, Socialist
Workers Party, Young Socialist Alliance,
Communist Party and Young Workers
Liberation League, the size and char-
acter of this years August 26 actions
were uneven, The relatively small

size of most of the actions did not
reflect the potential that exists for
large-scale demonstrations of the growing
sentiment for women's liberation. The
August 26 1970 demonstration in New
York, for example, drew 35,000 women
around demands for abortion, child-care
and equal job and educational opport-
unities.

[RISH BAN ON IMPORT OF
CONTRACEPTIVES CHALLENGED

B (i — o

An Irish law banning the importation i
and sale of contraceptives may be
declared unconstitutional because of a
test case brought against the Eire
government by a Dublin housewife,

Mrs, Mary McGee, a 27 year old

mother of four, has claimed that the )
seinme by customs officials of contra-
ceptive jelly sent to her by post from |
London was unauthorized and legal,

ey

By P =
— — ol g o
e L

In an action heard by the president of § &
the Irish Republic's high cowt in June, § |

Mrs. McGee, a Catholic, sought to L
have a section of the Criminal Amend- §
ment Act, 1935, set aside because it

was inconsistent with her gu
rights an an individual under the Irish ' i
constitution,

iranteed

Doctors have testified that Mrs. McGee's§ i
life may be in danger if she becomes ; '
pregnant again, She has a history of
cerebral thrombosis and other complic-
atons in labour, In seeking damages

from the state Mrs. McGee has argued
that she owes a duty to her family not
to become pregnant again. At the same

time she considers she should not be
{orced to demy her husband his matri-
monial rights,

PRAYING FOR THE FOETUS

The Roman Catholic Bishops at their
Episcopal conference said at the
weekend that abortion was an unspeak-
able crime with incredible arguments
such as "sometimes the hand slips and
the whimper of the child attached dies
in the clinical air of the operating
theatre.” The Catholic Church once
again stated its determined aim to
force women to bear children,

Nothing is said , of course, about the

unwanted children that are born and

the worn-out mother who has to cope

with child after child without enough g
money. !

The conference also made a decision
to introduce a Sunday prayer for the
rights of the unborn into all Roman
Catholic churches from September 10,

DIRECT

ACTION
FORUM

ABORTION AND THE ALP

Friday October 6, 8 p.m.

Greek Community Centre
287 Russell St (cor Lonsdale St)

Speakers include Joan Coxsedge of 3
ALP's Socialist Left, e
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| September 20 several thousand
z::mgaw students throughout Australia
protested against education conditions and
in support of civil rights for students. It
was the culmination of the first stage of
- national student campaign, and marked
a qualimtive gain for Australian school
mdicalism, The campaign was ongin-
ally crganised by groups in the f-.ap:n.al
cities, but on the day students in 3 num-
ber of country areas also went on strike
for the day. For many students this was
the first organised radical activity they
. had taken part in, For most it was the
~ first time they had engaged in a struggle
" directly advancing their own interests,

In the days leading up to September 20,

" concerted red-baiting campaign was

~ garried out by the mass media, In

. Sydney the Minister for Education M,

~ Willis claimed (Sun Sept. 18) that,

" “(the Sydney student strike) is a move by

‘only a handful of lads manipulated by

‘communist organisers,”

"I doubt whether more than a sprinkling

* will co-operate, and parents and child-
" ren will regard it for what it is - a com-
. munist disruptionary stunt, "

 Mr Willis, far removed as he is from the

‘thinking of students, might be interested

o know that the majority of participants
- in the Sydpey action were, in fact,

: Wwomen, As this is being written, reports
‘of actions are still.coming in. (See else-
~where on this page.) So far mationally
the Ysprinkling" is more than 5,000, and
~ the true number may exceed 10, 000,
~ While about 3,000 students took part in
- cenmral rallies in major cities, thousands
~ more having heard of the campaign rel-

- school situation and took their own

a8 more successful, This was shown

ion er expulsion against striking students
~prevented all but a couple of strongly

;;-ﬁ'ﬂhling the protest,

ons was very militant, a

£
A

 When do we want them? NOW'" These

~ education system realii.l;e that there are
)any things wrong with it, and that the
Tack of civi :

just one facet, But the students realise

then they fight for their rights they are
: e nging mh lnte:ﬂ!ﬂs; not ﬂiwﬂlng
- m;gg]e from the “real enemy”,

gﬂw'ﬂt social institutions,

- ated the civil rights demands to their own

,aAlﬂ:m:gh the smear campaign against the
Student actions completely failed, ‘intim-
“idation of students by schools and parents
~most clearly in Sydney where 800 demon-

bating students came from a total of over
¢ hundred schools. Threats of suspens-

‘committed supporters at most schools from

;;’In all centres the tone of the demonstrat-
A : pafmlar chant

. being, "What do we want? Student Rights!
. students who despise many aspects of the

rights for school students is

it, contrary 1o the claims of the Social-
Labour League and some other groups,

~ The at the base of the hierarc-
- hical secondary school system, one of the

b R e _.- . . -
: !\elboﬁme S:cun&a:}r Students' March

The onl which has given consistent
uncandi}:;m F;uppoﬂ to the campaign of
students fighting for their rights has been
the Socialist Youth Alliance. Yet

contrary to many claims there has been
nothing secret or manipulative about this
support, Rather, SYA members have
openly participated in organisations formed
to build the campaign, and have taken an
active role in campaign activities,

The defense and advancement of school
students' rights has greatly benefitted from
the success of the September 20 actions.
It was only through these that students
could express their feelings on the matter,
But they were hardly helped by the attit-
udes of some tendencies in the student
movement, While a number of groups

and individuals on the far right were attac-
king the campaign for being " Comm unist
inspired”, many members of the Commun-
ist Party of Australia and the Young Com-
munist Movement were condemning it as

a "Soclialist Youth Alliance front", sagely
"predicting" its failure. Officially the
CFPA took an entirely passive position,
giving hardly token support, and public-
ising it in "Tribune" only marginally and
at a late stage.

Yet despite right wing red-baiting, left
wing death-wishing and some senior
student scepticism, thousands of students
recognised the campaign as their own and
took direct action, while tens of thousands
more looked on in watchful support, (Of
course it is hoped that in future actons all
radical tendencies in the student movye-
ment will see fit to participate, )

One teacher reported that at a zountry

school near Sydney, although students took

no strike action, in one class everybody's

mind was on the strike, and normal school

work was impossible. This is an example
of student interest in the campaign,

Now that the groundwork has been estab-
lished, school students should be prepared
to build the second stage of

The effectiveness of the September 20

campalgns was dampened somewhat by the
ny cases gave

media coverage which in ma
ridiculous national estimates
hundred,
student observers, it wil
thousands who demons
hundreds of schools.

of a few

1 not affect those

Some sections of the secondary student
movement will now un

lead of the Queensland
Union, and claim the
channels such as dele
This should be fought
posing independent m
Eu?ucaﬁan Departmen
eir official channels, unljk e dire

acton Dfdﬂ‘lﬂ students.’ Dth%ri :2; ?;1;3
SInce students do not produce amvthi

that a student strike ﬁmel::inaglﬁ:;lm&
then urge students to spend their time
trying to exhort the Working clags, '.‘1:;2

need for "officia]"

458 actions, The
L are not bound by

the campaign,

While this may disa Ppoint many

trated, representing

doubtedly follow the conditions in thejr i

ga_ticnns and petitions,
vigorowly, counter-
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in superiority with age. Famouaﬁs;lgl?jrav

students refused to take part | A
because they did not like ba:.:mgf ed
a 13 year old student (Dennis G;}rui;h,
Education Action Groupfl:c:ﬂn{;m .

f & predominance Ol S€ :
;ltﬁ;:l::tf-ﬂt the action showed that LhL;:l ah
school-fostered "respect for older sl;u lem:s
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ised layer of students.

In Sydney oD
the strike par

In Nowra (south coast) students a¢

high schools took part in the ny
actions. In one school about 500
ed on school grounds, though after 4
istration threats most went to class. Y
students protested throughout the .ﬂ
the other school, Ix
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In Sydney a strike and city demonstration

Melbourne students once again showes
their disgust at poor education condifies
were called by the Education Action Group
for September 20, While press, radio and

and lack of student rights witha ity
demonstration involving nearly 1,000
television coverage beforehand was exten-
sive, it mainly sought to red-bait the

students.
campzaign,

The demonstration began at 10,304
with a rally in the Treasury Gardess
where an estimated 400 students ki
speakers talking on the inequalitiesia
education, the lack of student rights,
and the need for a student movemest
capable of gaining these rights, M_
who spoke included members of the Vic-
torian Education Action Group, Wi
organised the demonstration, 4
Kerin, a student-teacher who i

the need for unity between teachens
students on matters which canc
welfare of both, Several students fro=
different schools spoke on their
conditions and experiences,

Throughout the moming students assenb-
led at the Town Hall, A rally commenced
at midday with high school speakers address-
ing the 800 students who had gathered.

The rally was chaired by sixth form student
Greg Adamson who in an introductory
address pointed out the importance of the
civil rights campalign, being the iirst
national action by students in defence

of their interests, The first speaker was
second form student Dennis Garnsey, the
Coordinator of the NSW Educatdon Action

Students now numbering about 900 meve
Group. He spoke on the discrepancy

to the City Square where a furthes

between supposedly universal rights in a was held to present the students' Wﬁ
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corporal punishment, though the flogging  want? Student Rightsi Whents

of sailors was outlawed last century", He
was well received by the students, a major-
ity of whom aame from the three "junior"
school years, In addition to other speakers,
two solidarity telegrams were read out,

The+ first came from the Victorian Education
Action Group, The second, from Tumut,
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(The ! ollowing article is reprinted from
the American re:vuluucnary socialist
weekly "The Militant" (September 15,
1972). The victory of the NDP in British
Columbia chould be of interest to all
Lctivists in the labour movement in
Australia. Although the NDP has only
been in existence for little more than a
decade, there are mamy parallels between
it and the ALP, especially in its central-
ity in working class politics. )

On Aug. 30, the MNew Democratic Party
(NDP), Canada's labor party, won the
P,m-inc}.'ll elecdons in i}rltiﬁh Columbia,
gusting the Social Credit Party, which
hid controlled the province for more
than 20 years,

The NDP won 38 seats in the provincial
jegislative assembly, The Social Credit
party won 10 seats, while the two other
capilulist parties, the Liberal Party and
the Conservative Party, won five and two
ceils respectively.

This was the third provincial victory for
the NDP and its [irst victory ina major
industrial arca with a powerful labor
movement,

Al 2 cross-Canada gathering of revolul-
jonary socialists from the League for
Socialist Action - Ligue Socialiste
Omricre held here this weekend, wade-
union, campus, feminist, and other

S TEACHERS CONVENTION VOTES AGAINST VIETNAM

kv JEFF MACKLER

The [ifty-sixth annual convention of the
American Federation of Teachers (AFT)
mel al St Paul in Minnesota Aug. 21-235,
[t discussed the important political issues,
mcluding the war in Southeast Asia, lac-
ing teachers in this election year.

On the final day of the conventuon, the
AFT cnded its seven-year debate on the

war with the passage of the Minnesola Res-

olution on Southe:ast Asia calling for the
"immediate and total withdrawal of all
US troops and military material trom
Vicinmam and Indochina, "

The resolution condemuned the wage con-
trols of the Nixon administration and
staled that the war, not wages, 1s the
major causc of inflation,

It noted that so-called price conuols were
"yirtually unenforceable” while no limii
were pkiced on profits and interest miles

While the final resolution did nov endorsc

large section of the students at the local
school struck, and ten representatiyves
travelled to the Melbourne strike (about
200 miles)

qld.

Aboul 300 Brisbanc sccondary students
attended a rally for student rights organ-
ised by the Queensland Secondary Stud-
ents Union (QSSU) in Brisbane on Sept 20,

The rally was preceded by a march of
about 200 students which started from the
E‘F“i‘ nical Gardens, proceeded through the
city, and assembled at the Roma St
Gardens for the rally, Throughout the
march many students joined in and the
actual numbers had swollen by the time
it had reached Roma St,

(.7 ) lmé“ \\. ¥ o d

Dennis Gamsey, Sydney EA

supporters of the NDP analyze

d the elect-
ions as a victory for the Canadian work-

ing class, They indicated tha show
t it

the ability of the Canadian workers pa :

10 pose itself as a viable altemative to

the Canadian capitalist parties,

The NDP rode to power on the

massive dissatisfaction over g;-afvrf:g #
unemployment; cutbacks in education
health, and social services; and gwen;-
ment attacks on the labor movement,

The British Columbia NDP had adopted
a number of progressive social demands
4l its conventions and other gatherings:
4n end to antistrike and com pulsory
arbitration laws, a $2,50 minimum
wage, equal pay for equal work for
women, repeal of all anti-abortion
lﬂ‘r'-T'E' the establishment of community
child-care centers, a fight 1o improve
E:c:-nd:lions of Canadian Indians, immed-
late US withdrawal from Indochina, and
Canadian withdrawal from I&DR&D'{;.
US-Canada military pact),

However, the provincial NDP leadership
down-played these demands, It tried 1o
biase the campaign simply on dissatisfact-
ion with Social Credit Premier W,A.C,
Bernnett, using the céntral campaign
slogan "Enough is Enough. "

Despite these weaknesses in the provincial
leadership, locul candidates and suppori-
crs of the NDP advanced a more militamt
approach, linking the NDP campaign

CTION WININ CANADA

with the demands of workers and of other
oppressed layers,

A member of a Vancouver local of the
International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers (IBEW) described to me how after
a three-month strike, the local's strike
commlittee reconstituted itself as an
"elect NDP" committee, . [t contacted
all the local's members trying to get them
to financially support the NDP and help
staff campaign offices,

This nse, he said, contrasted with
the 1969 provincial elections when there
was no organized support 1o the NDP in
the local. He said the unionists saw the
NDP victory as a defense against the type
of attacks the Bennent administration had
launched,

Twelve of the new NDP members of the
legislative assembly (MLAs) are current
or former labor officials, Many trade
unionists campaigned for them and other
NDP candidates as workers candidates.
The British Columbli Federation of Labor
contributed more than $150, 000 and put
more than 100 full-time organizers on
the NDP campaign staff,

Also elected on.the NDP slate were Brit-
ish Columbia's {irst two Black MLAs,
Emery Bames and Rosemary Brown.,

Brown is Canada's first Black woman
legislator, In her campaign she identified
hersell not only with the Afro-Canadian
strugzle but with demands of women,

Indians, and gays.

the fall demonstrations against the war
called by the National Peace Action
Coalition (NPAC), it did call attention to
the lact manmy AFT affiliates had endorsed
the "massive, peaceful, and legal assem-
blages" of the American people against
the war.

The resolution called for AFT officials 1o
affiliate with the recently formed trade-
union antiwar organization, Labor for
Peace., It also mandated them to call for
the immediate withdrawal position at the
nexl nationa] conyvention of the AFL-CIO,

It was clear that the great majority of the
1, 508 delegates opposed the war and were
prepared 1o break with the prowar Meany

supporters in the AFT on this question,

newly fonmed caucus, the Vietmam

some five months before the convention
when the Minnesota Resolution on South-
east Asia was introduced at the Minnesota
State Federation of Teachers convention,
After it passed this convention, the resolut-
ion was eventually endorsed by the state
federations in California and Michigan, as
well as several locals of the AFT,

More than 250 delegates formally joined
the Vietmam Caucus at the St Paul convent-
ion. Several of these bhelped in securing
the written endorsements of some 820 con-
vention delegates for the Minnesota Resol-
ubion,

The fact that a clear majority of the del-
egates attending the convention endorsed
the resolution before it came to the floor
was largely responsible for its passage. It

A =
Caucus, succeeded in attracting the attent- was nearly impossible for the prowar offic-

ion of a large number of delegates who
sought 10 put the AFT in clear oppositon
10 the war,

The work of the Vietnam Caucus began

ials of mamy of the large delegations to
again impose unit-rule votes on their dele-
gates,

The Viemam Caucus published its own

Joan Campana, Vancouver organizer of
the Young Socialists, a revolutionary-
socialist youth organization, described
how the NDP offices were "packed with
youth under 25, every night," She stated
that unlike previous elections when the
campuses had not been overly active,
this year many campus leaders became
involved in organizing for the NDP,

The League for Socialist Action launched
its own campaign o fight for an NDP
victory. In addition to circulating NDP
campaign material, British Columbian
soclalists circulated more than 10,000
copiecs of a special supplzment on the
British Columbia elections from "Labor
Challenge", a Canadian socialist bi-
weekly,

The supplement pointed out how an NDP 1
victory would be in the intercsts of g

workers, women, Canidian Indiins, and

students,

It also described the Bennert government”

F"-.}Ij.ciﬁ."."- 1.h.|1. E'I.l."q"l." ]'L l.l Lo Fi‘; i_.l'l:; |.I.:-:\"'.:I‘."'|'."','u

ment, attacks on sorikes; and the deter

toration of the British Columbian environ-

ment,
L
I.

While the supplement stressed support to

the NDP as a party bascd on the labor

movement rather than being tied to big

.I'_"’.'_":ia"ll:.':-\': it also criticlired the [ilure ol

the NDP leadership to project the party

i lighting class-souggle altemitivi

Ve,
WAR T
newspaper for the convention. It contained ;
|

a series of arricles linking the war Lo the

problems facing teachers in public educat-

ion, The Viemam Caucus distributed the 1k
newspaper and many leaflets explaining the

link between the war and wage controls

and calling for the AFT to support the anti-

war actons called by NPAC for the fall

This important proposal was unfortunately

deleted from the Minnesota Resolution by

the internatdonal
indwar

a One-yote margin in

relations committee. Because the

resolution was kept from the floor until the
last hour of the convention, supporters ol .
the Viemam Caucus were not able to amend

the proposal to include support for the fall
demonstrations, The prowar officials purp-
osely delayed the motion until they were
assured of the most favorable outcome for
their position,

Nevertheless, opposition to the war was s0
great that the conservative forces were
unable to weaken the resolution further.

At Roma St the rally heard several stud-
ent acuyists speak on various aspects of
student rights, One woman spoke on
Women's Liberation, relating it to the

oppression of women in secondary schools,

\ DIRECT ACTION reporter spoke tli.".ﬂ'lf
\¢ting Chairman of the Q3SU wbn said
that for the amount of work put into
arganising the march the number of part-
icipants was much larger than expected.
However, he did say that in the future
the Union would be moving away from
independent actions and concentrating on
huildinga "council” incorporating t.hi:‘
Fducation Department, the Teachers
Federation and the QSSU, Yer the QSSU
<hould realise that the students who dem-
onsirated were fed up with the "carrect
chanmels”, A large number of measures
of the Education Department, especially
Qyose flowing from their atutude 10 the
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“t the Town Hall

G Coordinator, speaking

rights of students, are contrary to the
students' interests. In a round-the-table
discussion, the education administration
holds all the cards, and the students are
powerless, The weapon of the students is
unity in independent action, and if the
student union shies away from that weap-
on, they will find themselves in the
trash-can of history,

tas.

In Hobart a rally was held after school,
orgamsed by the Tasmanian Education
Action Group (TEAG).

The rally began at 4,30 pm in Franklin
Square, and there were about 300 students
present. Speakers included; Duncan
Kerr, secretary of the Tasmanian Uni-
versity Union; Tim Thorn, teacher and
draft resister; lan Roberts, Elizabeth
Matriculation College student, who
replied to the many red-baiting attacks
which had been made on the TEAG,

At this point some other students got up
and spom:) of "the need to negotiate and
go through the right channels", A milit-
ant response from the TEAG Organiser
Rana Roy was enthusiastically applauded
by the students, The rally then closed,

At the demonstration were students from
the north of Tasmania who had specially
come to Hobart for the rally, and these
students expressed interest in organising
the campaign in their own area for future
actions, .

All three Launcestoa schools took part in
the September 20 actions, 200 students
marched from Kingsmeadow High School,
protesting the lack of a school gymnasium,
When they arrived at Prospect High School,
although some had drifted off by this

time, a further hundred joined them,

concermed about the school conditons,
Together these students marched to Brooks
High School and were joined by 400 more
students there, Eventually 500 students
marched on the Launceston Town Hall,
demanding better education conditions.

S.A.

In Adelaide about 300 students assembled
at Elder Park at 11 am in response 10 a
call by the Sept 20 Students Action
Group for Adelaide high school students
to join in the nation wide actons, The
students then marched through the main
streets of Adelaide. As they passed the
Education Department building a list of
demands were read out and presented to
the ALP Minister for Education. At this
stage, a group of Maoists attempted to
convince the participants of the necessity
of "storming the building", However the
students ignored this attempt at proyocat-
jon and moved on to Victoria Square where
they were addressed by high school student
Penny Jackson on the repression in high
schools, Other students who spoke at the
rally included Julian Madge, Adelaide
co-ordinator for the action, and Bruce
Hannaford., Some students then went to
Parliament House to wait for a reply by
the Minister for Education, who needless
to say didn't appear, .

W.a.

In Perth, over 200 students walked out

of government and private schools during
school hours to attend a peaceful protest
rally at the Supreme Court gardens. ot
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[The following article appuare;l‘ in
the July 15, 1972, Issue of Quairiéme
Internationale, published by the Inter-

national Execulive Commitiee of the
Fourth International. The translation
is by Intercontinental Press.|
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What kind of socialism do we wnn.t?
Mhe discussion that is going on In
he French working-class movement

between the CGT [Confédération Ge-
nérale du Travail — General Confed-
eration of Labor] and the CFDT [Con-
fédération Francaise et Démocratique
du Travail — French Democratic Con-
federation of Labor] is often carried
on with reference 1o "models.” Because
of its experiment in selfmanagement,
Yugoslavia enters info this discussion
in an important way. The Stalinists
have an easy time arguing the need
for Lhe dictatorship of the proletarial
and centralized planning as opposed

o the Tso-called decentralized democ-

racy” of sell-management. At the other
extreme, the social-democratic reform-
ists would extend the experiment in
“participation” to include running fac-
tories within the framework of the cap-
italist system: they loo have an easy
{ime hiding thelr anticommunism and
their fundamental opposition o the
dictatorship of the proletariat by de-
fending decentralized “self-manage-
ment” and ils "democracy” against the
repellent Stalinist centralization.

For us, the problem (and the de

bate on the Yugoslav question) is not

a matter of "models” but of program:
the permanent extension of the pro-
letarian revolution and its deepening
in the construction of a soclalism that
is not a caricature oblige revolution-
ary Marxisis lo wage a struggle at
one and the same time for the dic-
tatorship &f the proletariat and pro-
ielarian democracy on the broadest
scale; these are two sides of the same
problem. Theoretical analysis and ex-
perience confirm that this is the quick-
esl, the most effective, and indeed the
only road that leads to soclalism with-
out  unnecessary historic “"detours.”
This “rule” and this revolutionary
Marxist program are not the product
of utopian dreaming or moral dog-
mas. They command our attention
in view of the tasks that confront us
once the first step — the taking of pow-
¢er and the destruction of the bour-
geols slate—has been taken. These
tasks of transforming society and
mankind are too greal to be carried
outl by a bureaucratic state. But these
are also tasks thal have to be carried
out in a context that al the outset is
80 wvulnerable as to necessilate the
mainienance of a dictatorship of the
proletariat for a whole historic pe-
riod. This two-sided necessity — dicta-
torship of the proletariat together with

& broad proletarian democracy —has
such deep rools that It can easily be <

Our analysis of Yugoslavia at m:}e
and the same time confirms and Is
based upon this revolutionary Marx-
jst program. Thus it places no stock
in the Stalinists’ criticism of a regime
that is slipping away from them, nor
of the criticism of all those who do
not at the outsel clearly reject class
collaboration within the framework of
the capitalist system and who do not
accept the need for the dictatorship
of the proletariat after the taking of

POWET.

Sad Aftermath of Decentralization

The Yugoslav regime began to de
centralize on the economic plane fol-
Jowing the break with Stalin al the
beginning of the fifties. This decen-
tralization went hand in hand with
the introduction of self-management
But it remained closely controlled by
the federal authorities —especially in
the key area of investments —until the
1965 reform. To be sure, the cen-
tral means for intervening in the econ-
omy were more indirect and less and
less effective as a result of the already
disastrous effects of partial decentrali-
zation; butl for a long time they re-
tained enough importance for the re-
gime's Tliberal® ideologues to be able
to attribute every fallure to the re
tention of these central powers. Thus
it was in the name of self-manage-
ment, of deepening i, and of free
Ing it from bureaucratic shackles that
the 1965 reform was introduced: If
sel-management. is to be effective, it
was said, decision-making would have
to be the prerogative of "work unils.”
These units would have to enjoy greal-
er "freedom® and no longer be sub-
ject to the central restrictions and
heavy taxes that always limited the
cholces they could make. From this
point on, the reform was based on
all the classical "liberal® formulas: Ob-
jective economic laws musi be allowed
to take effect because they lead rto
the best equllibrium within the econ-
omy and lo a profitability that is
indispensable for a healthy economy.

In other words, it must be left up
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shown, on the basis of exlisting his- ;

torical examples, that if either com.

ponent is present, bul not the oiher

it I8 necessarily very fragile and
companied by defects = B
that delay

duction can be achieved.

and wastage
; accordingly the day when
new soclal relations of sociallst pro-

opened up; and in the face af

to self-management (in reality, the R o o
market) to set prices and dctétmlue
Investments; the road (g competition
between Yugoslav concerns must be

com-
petition from the capitalist companies

the government must therefore stop

intervening to favor this or that re-
gion or factory through a price -:u".
subsidy policy that *distoris the facts,
just as it must stop protecting the
Yugoslav economy, since doing SO
keeps “nonprofitable” activities golng.

Once this reform began to be carried
out. its effects were disasirous: a con-
siderable Increase in the cost of living,
which compelled the government once
again, in 1971, to "reeze” all pr?r:ea
(in spite of its intentions tQ liberalize)
and to devalue the dinar several times
(in spite of the plans for convertibil-
ity); a heightening of the inequalities
in wages between factories and from
reglon to region; an increase in un-
employment (more than 300,000 un-
employed, not to mention the more
than 1,000,000 working abroad). But
perhaps the most striking political and
social problem that the reform has
aggravated Is the increase in social
cleavages and differentiation brought
on by decentralization. In this con-
nection, the reform has had the ef-
fect of painfully revealing all the prob-
lems that the ruling Yugoslav bureau-
cracy has not been able to solve.

Clash of Nationalities

Al the very outset, and quite apart
from the defects of the bureaucracy,
the problem of the various national
minorities is a very complex one to
solve In a mosaic-like country like
Yugoslavia. Unlike the Stalinist par-
ties of Eastern Europe, the League
of Communists had an effective ap-
proach toward the national question
at the time of the struggle for lib-
eration from the fascist invader and
Great Serbian oppression. The first
years of the regime were, moreover,
marked by an effort of considerable
scope to develop the poorest regions
by applying the program of the
League of Communists to the effect
that equality exists in form only un-
less it Is accompanled by real eco-
nomic equality.

Nevertheless, decentralization, ac-
companied by the maintenance of a

bureaucratic political réegime, was |
s Y . # 4 M -‘

?IEHE about the fajlure of this pol.
£ty and a resurgence of the problem
of the nationalitjes during the sixiies:
indeed, dmntraljznllﬂn was (o w :
€en the very means for centrall -Eai :
fervening In the economy that . ;
It possible tg reduce ln&quallljt?ab;

tween republics, which often include
national minorities. At the same time,
the bureaucratic nature of the gov-
ernmental powers and of the decision-
making process could only serve to
reinforce the kind of egotistical be-
havior on the part of regions, fac-
tories, and Individuals that was be
ing encouraged by the “liberal,” de-
centralizing tendencies. Finally, the
clash between the nationalities was
marked by the fact that the ceniral
bureaucratic powers were by and
large dominated by the Great-Serbian
nationality (it has, moreover, been
dominant on the political level in the
ranks of the party since the struggle
for liberation), both in the army and
in the governmenl service. As a re
sult of this, as well as of the pressure
of conflicting traditions among the
various nations, antibureaucratic as-
pirations could also seek to express
themselves through the form of na-
tionalist demands and movements. But
these considerations are nol sufficient
to describe the recent hostility between
Croats and Serbs: For if confused,
antibureaucratic (and to that extent
progressive) aspirations were present,
this conflict has by and large been
dominated on the Croatian side by
reactionary tendencies objectively fa-
vorable to a restoration of capitalism
(even though they were not necessarily
the direct agents of such a restora-
tion ).

With roots in the petty-bourgeois and
bourgeols layers of Croatia (crafts-
men, peasants, hotel bourgeoisie
along the Dalmatian coast, students
in the schools of business administra-
tion, who are supported by the
church), the Croatian nationalisis al-
tempted to pit the workers againsi
each other along natlonal lines. This
is the first and most reveallng aspect
of the reactionary character of this
current. Wage differentiations along
the lines of national origin have, in
fact, begun to be introduced In the
blg industrial centers. The main de-
mands that were raised were the fol-
lowing: complete autonomy with re
gard to the federation (ldentified with
the Great-Serblan oppressor); that s,
pushing economic and p:u'!.!'i't“ﬂulr de-
centralization all the way: and also
the elimination of any centralized In-
tervention, which was regarded as
"usurping” the rightful fruit of Cro-
atian labor in order to distribute it
elsewhere; in other words, de facto
opposition o any planned redisiribu-
tion of income on behalf of the less
developed regions: and fnally, a glor-
fleation of bourgeois criteria for or-
ganizing the cconomy., When one e
alizes that Croatia, along with Slo-
vakia, is one of the most developed
republics and the one that benefls
the most from forelgn trade and the
expansion of tourlsm, one can under
#land why the demands {:r:,'sml.]imd
around the problem of currency. With
most of the currency golng lo the
lederation, the Croatlans wanted 10
increase their slice of the ple. The "Cro-
atians"? No, Indeed —rather the tech-
nocrats and the Croatian petty bours
geolsle who are making money oul
of their dealing In currency while
sirlkes by workers agalnst wage Io°

€qualities &ad o 1 vment aprend
Lhr““lllun ol : on (he other
slde of gy & ° o0 "nation-
alitles"— gy, {hin the conflict
Luﬂli? S| nore complex
oclal gy

calls injg 5, [ senlopiokl

¥aiod elafions of selfl-
MADAgement yag , more general
sense, the relye production and

PToperty sy, e revolution.

Whither Self g oment?

I is stfl] dis Yugoslavia not
to be for selin, ent Yel no one
in Yugoslaviy any longer be-
lieves (hat it b fully achieved.

No one, mormfould claim that

it has been i § of the consider-
able intreass b ¢s (more than
2,000 since 18} which, in one
form or ameddsve most often

pressed for @ sgffective applica-
fion of selfmasgni—to the point
that the last sigrement congress
(May 1871 & §evo) al length
publiely denousge various forces
holding back ragemeni. This
means thal idifentralization of-
ten continues Wonfused way, to

be countérpasifelfmanagement,
currens wil é—in particular
within [he esighal will see in
decentrabzabos fnost dangerous
source for B2 Ring up of any
possible séfzifent Indeed, de-
centralizaios Monomic liberali-
zatlon" faver Bfelopment of the
main social 8 of this policy.
Competition sprofifability™ In
terms of { =¥ the market re-
quire, if ey ¥0% unreserved
sway, thal Befaken charge of
hy the socalr®ireap the bene-
fits of (heselmgoourgeoisie, but

also mapkmn 3 hnocrats. The
workers &t MREE and plantiff:
Can they 87} ¥orkers, and
lo hold devs ¥ in order Mo be
more coRE®E iy a factory
manages 8§ fure, differen.
liations & BF'E among the
worken Bt | lft! of com-

pTes £ T8es” [n (he
f;:l:;l d 8 m“l’f- and the
more ¥ E di?-:rllj.- con-
nected Wl S OF O the fac.

fory apd i hf.ﬁm, RROCIC
on, BEREE"T ¥ill accepy
¢ m}u“ u . In this con-
nection, & :Ibfm.ﬁﬂ b
worketl S 1 cdmin
istrnﬂﬁ"“"’ - e
e e . lence of the
e g ¥ irous techng.
crals.
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galize the "mixed” committees (we all

this bourgeois-worker
"mixture” Is worth), to which the self-

know what

management commiliee would then
delegate most of its powers. Elsewhere,
the manager fries to get himself hired

“"on the basis of a long-term program”

and in this very way to limit the con-

trol of the workers over his policy

(in Yugoslavia, managers are elected
and can be recalled by the workers'
councils). An even more common
method Is to attempt to stress a cer-
tain "division of labor® that reinforces
the hierarchy inside the factory to the

advantage of the technoerats who are

considered “competent® to make the
most important economic and bud-
gelary decisions. Thus the self-man-
agement committee is reduced to deal-
ing with problems relating to wages
and working conditions.

As an instrument of workers' de-
mocracy, Sell-management cannot
have any substance if the workers
are subject to centralized, bureaucratic
constraints. Nor, however, can it
avoid the constraints of the market
elther. By atomizing the factories and
pitting them against each other, the
markel also atomizes and opposes the
workers to each other; strengthens the
petty-bourgeois social layers that are
making money from trade; solidifies
the position of the bureaucrats in the
factory; and undermines the weight
of the working class and the relations
of self-management— however limited
they may be in the Yugoslav regime.
It also simultaneously heightens an-
tagonlsms and social differentiation.

4/
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Widening Social Differences

1. Differentiations within the bureau-
cracy. The "red bourgeoisie.”

The conflict between nationalities
makes it possible to outline certain
key axes of this differentiation:

a. On the most superficial level, this
differentiation extends to the various
nationalities. The greater autonomy
granted to the republics and the eco-
nomic decentralization are In part the
product of pressures (that they also
help to encourage) from leading el-
emenis who seek to Increase Lhelr own

2. CL the article by C. Samary In Cri
tiques de ['Economie Politique, No. T-8
and the article by F. Charlier on "A Pro-

gram for a Transition to Capitalism® In
this lssye.

AT

republica).

b. In a more profound way, the

glullc:r of economie “liberalization” and

€ Introduction of self-management
(which has been In effect for a long
lime) have favared the development
of technocratic layers who head up
the Tabor Organizations.” But here
lo0, certain distinctions must be madf;:

e A
ik e HE t;.t:;!d republics (and,
the most n‘ympu' o u“? s
i mic factories, mainly

08¢ oriented toward foreign trade)
and the same layers in the less de-
veloped regions and factories. 1t is
nol in the Interests of the latter to
press for an expansion of the lnws
of the market, which for them would
involve a “colonization® EVEn more
real than what the Croatian techno.
Crats are complaining about.

As for the technocrats in factories
that are undergoing expansion, their
Interests link up with those of petty-
bourgeols and bourgeols layers in
that they call for allowing free course
to the laws of the market on all levels
at the same time as they demonstrate
hostility to self-management (which of-
fers too much resistance to the free
play and to the "sacrifices” of com-
‘petition). What these bourgeols aspl-
rants want Is to also be able to make
their "idle® wealth bear fruit and to
protect it with a right to own prop-
erty.

The technocrats in the poor faciories
are more in a eifuation of being a
workers' aristocracy that attempts to
take advantage of its role in the di-
vision of labor in order to increase
lis privileges but without for all that
having any interest in calling either
the system or planning into question.

® But on the other hand, the re-
cent Serbo-Croatian conflict revealed
another possible differentiation within
the most reactionary technocratic lay-
ers themselves: that of the technocrats
with links (o financial and frade or-
ganizafions i opposition (o the tech-
nocrals in the faciories.

Given the present serlous economlic
and financial situation, but given too
the more direct importance of the
working class In the factories, it s
quite likely that the most dangerous
forces from the point of view of so-
ciallsm are the ones that are devel-
oping with the aid of the decentralired

g - . F
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Assembly line in Serbla

banking system. The links between
these forces and international capltal-
[sm in the context of the recent cre
ation of an "Investment Company for
Yugoslavia®; the objective Interests of
these layers, their convergence with
those of the bourgeoisie, their t_mﬂ-
tion of strength in the present situa-
tion —all these are welghty factors In
moving them in & reactionary direc-

tion.

@ In this context, the ruling b;:rc.npl:
and Its apparatus occupy

Efl;:y position: the policy of the t:lu-
reAucracy objectively favors I‘I:deI ;-
velopment of centrifugal forces ?Wh ua
same tme that it checks them. u:
basing ltself on these forces 1nh u:
vain hope thal they will stralg

reaucracy neverthéless does not In-
ténd either to turn power over to them
or to lose its privileges and the sys-
tem from which It derlves them. And
In the present situation, the only forces
that make it possible for it to struggle
against the growing welght of the tech-
nocratic layers are the following: on
the one hand, state power, on which
It retains a flrm grip (during the re-
cent conflict, Tito alluded to the pos-
sibility of civil war and moved the
army into the foreground; the con-
cept of the state as a "body of armed
men® is apt to take on a striking im-
mediacy during a period of sharp-
ening conflict); and, on the other hand,
its appearance as the defender of the
working class, of the gains of the rev-
olution, and of seli-management. Dem-
agogy? Of course! But for demagogy
lo work, the masses have io be taken
In by it Whatever the socialist con-
sciousness of the leaders amounts to,
therefore, they are prisoners of the
social system that enthroned them.
What Is characteristic of them Is a
centrist policy, one that Is both anti-
capltalist and opposed to workers® de-
mocracy al the same time.

Because we are not dealing with
social classes with a firm base in the
relations of production, the existing
differentiations cannot be defined in
terms of neat categories. It is more
a matter of describing a process than
a wﬂl-dtﬁn:{;l reality. As a result, the

e

entrance of other social layers onto
the scene and the transformation of
the relationship of forces will play
a big role in such a process: In the
context of an open conllict between
the working class and the bourgeoisie,
the fissures will deepen, turning the
differentiations Into full-scale divislons
along class lines.
2. The Rise of Workers" Struggles.
The year 1968 marked an impor-
tant stage in the reaction of the work-
ing class and the students (especially
in Belgrade) against the effects of the
reform,? and against thegovernment'’s
policy in general. During the mobi-
lizations at that time, the tendencies
in the economy toward private owner-
ship, the ineffectiveness of self-man-
agemenl, and the bureaucratic system
were criticized on a broad scale—to
the point where Tilo had to try fo
look and sound as he did in the old
days. Measures were laken to pro-
tect self-management somewhal from
its Enurgcﬂi.ﬂ. detractors and to lim't
the spread of private property. (Es-
gentially, it exists in the agricultural
and handicrafl sectors of the econ-
omy, and, since the reform, in the
tourist sector.) But the most Insidious
forms of capitalist relations of pro-
duction were denounced in the new
types of factories called "G. G. P.™4 "Sell-
management from the botiom up!®
This was the slogan of the Belgrade
students, who were expressing the idea
that the only genuine workers' de-
mocracy, antibureaucratic power, and
struggle against the capitalist resiora-
tlonist tendencles In Yugoslavia lles

3. Cf. the article from Critiques de I'Eco-
pomuc Politque

4. Grupnogradjansko preduzece (factories
of groups of citizens). The 1965 reform
law gave private individuals the right
to band together to form such [actories,
which are neveriheless not considered to
be privately owned. — IP

out the ﬂnﬂ&ﬁlt situation, the bu-

B B .-_f-.

not in a decentralization of a self-
management limited to the factories
and consequently subject to all the
centrifugal forces, but on the contrary,
In the working class playing a cen-
tral, and therefore stronger role by

directly participating in the exercise
of power. .

The year 1972 will mark new stages.
Following the self-management con-
greas, followlng the recognition of the
right to strike, and in view of the wors-
ening of the economle and social sit-
uation, the aggressiveness of the work-
ing clags can only continue to mount.
The working class will be encouraged
to move in this direction by a new fac-
tor that could be of decisive Impor-
tance on the Yugoslav political and
soclal scene: the unions as an op-
position foree to the regime. Indeed,
with the weakening of the central pow-
ers and of the cohesiveness of the
League of Communists, and in the
context of an Important soclial crisis,
the Yugoslav trade unions appear to
be shedding their role as a mere cog
in the state apparatus. For the first
time, at the beginning of 1972, open
opposition to the government's pol-
icy reached such a polntl that Tito
alluded In a recent speech to those
*who say that the unlons are enemies
of the government who put forward
thelr own program.” The main stumb-
ling block will at first be the gov-
_Ernml:::jd]'s attempt lo freeze wages. But

Factory in Croata
to do this in Yugoslavia Is to deal a
blow to a sacrosanct self-management,
which, to the extent that It exists, fakes
shape around this very question of
wages —especially since the reform,
when greater freedom was granted for
decislon-making at the factory level
It 1s also, quite simply, to attack the
standard of living of the working
class. To "solve” problems in this man-
ner in a country that calls iisell so-
clalist is once more to demonstrate
the confradiction between actions and
sugar-coated words. But al a time
when social struggles are Intensifying
and when the Marshal's uniform Is
no longer worshiped as it used to be,
things may not blow aver so easily.
L] L] ®

There is no doubt that the bureau-
cracy is trying to extricate itself from
all this for the time being by stepping
up repression. It embarked on this
path by censuring Sfuden{ (lhe news-
paper. of the students at the school
of philosophy in Belgrade) and Praxes
(the discussion organ of the Yugo-
slav left-wing intelligentsia). It also
began to imprison those whom it des-
ignates as "Trotskylsts,” without suc-
ceeding in investing this lerm with
the highly insulting content that the
Stalinists gave it in the "good old
days."s But the Yugoslav bureau-
cracy, which is caught in the contra-
dictions of its “original® system, will
not let this stop it from suppremiing
all those who today atiemp! to pro-
pose An antibureaucratic solution to
the present crisis. It is these people
who, out of the fallure of the regime,
will draw the lessons that will lead
to a victory for socialism in Yugo-
slavia. 0

5. Some wrilings by Trotsky have been
officially published in Yugoslavia. He s
considered part of the workers' mowve-
ment. The latest issue of Praxis was de
voted to him.
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The Third World Congress (1951)

ned, the break befween the Kremlin

eadership occurred right after our
In valn were Moscow's efforts

tial
to isolate the Yugoslav leadership, to find nun;bml:nmm
oaition to Tito, even to attemp! a coup 1:Eungrm
::izenh!p. In his famous rep:; to iﬁ:e TWI::IU?S e aTe
C in 1956, Khrushchev escri §in
ﬂ: t;elntal:ﬁwl;eu he decided publicly to announce Tito's
o

As already mentio
and the Yugoslav I
Second World Congress.

the conflict between the Soviet Union

and Yugoslavia first began to be artificially lhl:DW]n ;:;
One day, upon arriving in Moscow from Kﬂi;ﬂer Ly
invited to see Stalin. Showing me 8 copy of a N
cently sent to Tilc, Sialln asked, 'Have you rea

Without walting for a reply, he added: 'All I hn?;l;n It-lli
is 1t one liftle finger and there’ll be no more :
'T!ﬁstult:iu the first time since he had gotten rl:fﬂuf
all the political currents withio the Communist pad:i
that Ste’in, now al the very height of his authority, und
went defeal and wimessed a Communist party and 8

against him.
'{:: T;:hum::f! Epllt became public knowledge, the
leadership of the Fourth International understood tha:
the International crisis of Stalinism would for the mm:.
part thenceforth be out in the open; that the Kremlin's
tncompatibility with a living revolution was clearly ev-
ident; that it was necessary [0 help the Yugoslavs resist
the Stalinist attacks; and that the Yugoslav conflict would
gooner or later have big repercussions — which should
be utilized to build new revolutionary leaderships — Inside-
{he Communist parties and the workers states.

The Trotskylst organizations very quickly moblilized
to belp the Yugoslav revolution answer the torrent of
slander emanating from Moscow and the Communist par-
ties. Campaigns were launched in numerous countries.
Leaflets, pamphlets, meetings were used in the fight against
Stalinism. In several countries it was the Fourth In-
ternational's organizations that Initiated the youthbrigades
thaf went to Yugoslavia—brigades of inquiry, support,
" and work In the service of the Yugoslav revolution. These
brigades were relatively successful, with an’ enroliment
of several thousand young people. For Stalinism, the
Yugoslav affair was a wound that never healed.

For a short period, the sections of the Fourth Inter-
national, profiing from the Yugoslav crisis, became
stronger. But this process was interrupted during 1950
- when, at the beginning of the Korean war, the Yugoslav
~ leadership— which until then had made progress in many
- amreas of domestic policy (sell-management, eic.) and in
= criticism of part of the Stalinist past —took a disgraceful
~ position on the international scene. In the United Nations
. Geperal Assembly, Yugoslavia voted for UN military
~ Intervention againsi North Korea. This position succeeded
in allenating many of Yugoslavia's sympathizers. The
hopes of recruiting & larger revolutionary vanguard
because of the Soviet-Yugoslav dispute were thus de-
- stroyed, until such time as the crisls of Stalinism would
- erupl elsewhere

~ While the crisis between Yugoslavia and the Kremlin
~ was taking this turn, the viclory of the Chinese revolution

~ was becoming &n International factor requiring a reassess-
~ ment of the situation. It copld be stated, and correctly
. 80, thal this viclory would inevitably entail 8 much bigger
. crisis of Stalinism than did the Yugoslav affair, for some-

~ what simflar reasons. But there was no reason o belleve
- Lhat the erisis would erupt in the immediate future.

. China had just gotten rid of the Chlang Kal-shek gov-
‘eérnmeni on the mainland; It found itself threatened on its
Korean (rontier, while American imperialism was turning
‘Taiwan into a fortress against the new republic. The new
- Chinese government could not get along without Soviet
ald, for a time at least. The "cold war,” the Korean war,
v Yugosiavia's inlernational policy, the Sino-Soviel coop-
. eration —all evidenced that the perspectives of the Second
’Ho:ld Congress were no longer satisfactory. A reeval-
. uation of the situation was called for. Moreover, the sec-
'8 - tons, no longer making the progress they had made
4 ﬂtl.ﬂ.n; the postwar period, were meeting with mounting
- difficuities. This also necessitaled a reexamination of the
~ orientation of our activity.
_ A plenum of the International Executive Commitiee held
. In November 1950 decided to convoke the Third World
- Congress. This plenum adopted theses on the international
: _ﬁlpaeﬂvu of the Fourth International 1o be submitied
§i Sor discussion prior to the Congress, which was held
A in August 1951. These theses were adopted without any
f m?m | mﬂnm except for that of the majority of the
i 'ﬁ?ﬂmfﬁ?&ﬁﬁu fwenty-five different coun-
: :ﬂg.:;' ﬁﬂ; :;:;u::mt the congress adopted, by a vote
i ne abslention, consisted of *Theses on

O
and the Orlentation of the

e
o

-

‘ibe loternstional Perspectives
ourth International ”

These theses were devoled to an examination of the

international sltuation where, with the victory of the
Chinese revolution, the global relationship of forces had
developed to the disadvantage of world capitalism and
in favor of the soclalist cause. They began by stressing
the increasing preparations of various kinds being made
at that time for a new world war: the creation and de-
lineation of alllances, the “cold war," the armaments race,
etc. The theses did not dismiss the poasibllity of temporary
compromises between the Unlted States and the Soviet
Union, above all because of the Kremlin's conservative
policy, but they projected such a new world war in the
relatively near future. They added that, by ita nature,
this war would be a "war-revolution,” in which an im-
perialist victory would be problematical. Linked to this
perspective on the war was the polnt of view that the
Arms race economy would have catastrophic consequences
on the economic situation: inflation, lowering of the
workers' standard of living, etc.

In addition, these theses underlined the economic prog-
ress beginning to be made in the Soviet Unlon and in
the so-called people's democracies once postwar reconstruc-
tion had been achleved. The theses did not foresee any
expansion of Stalinlsm, despite the economic progress, and
ruled oul any historical future for Slallnism, Le., the
Soviet bureaucracy. From what had happened In Yugo-
slavia and China, these theses concluded thal the Com-
munist parties, even when they had a reformist policy
were not exactly classical reformist parties; that they wer::
not as yet mere Instruments of the Kremlin under any
and all elrcumstances; that, under certaln conditions of
exceptional mass movement, they could even be drawn
into golng beyond orientations corresponding to the pol-
icles of the Kremlin and beyond their stricily “[m:.lm
objectives. These theses insistently stressed the concret
-confradictory relatlonships in operation between t:
masses, the Communiast parties, and the Sovlet burea :
cracy; and they stated that the Trotskyists had 1o t ;
advantage of these contradictions, and, In order to d i
had to become part of the real mass movement e: e;;llm
where Communist parties were magss urgnnlmu;nl_p y

In addition to these the
tion applying them fto

reaucratically
nlon, a work-
ut which had
werp essentially
atlc intervention,
ucratic mobiliza-
racies” had never

deformed workers states.” Unlike the Soviet U

€rs slate born of a proleiari
a
burenuuancauy de P

Bupported at besi by a

limited and
ton of the masges. The i

8¢ "people's demoe

experienced a true revolution and were born Wil be
reaucratic deformations.

For the particular case of Yugoslavia, which had gos
through a genuine revolution, a special resolution wis
adopted that traced the various stages of the revolufies
from the time of the partisan struggle. This resoluios
noted the contradicion between Yugoslavia's progre
stve developmen! In numerous respects and its rigts
international policy. It exposed the dangers this pefiy
might hold for the country domestically, includisg B¢
opportunities it afforded the forces of capltalist restoratios
But the resolution went on to Indicate that the restoraicd
of capltalism could never be accomplished in4
way. This 1951 resolution shows that the Fourth fsker
national's response to recent Chinese and L‘uhlnﬂll‘l: )
that capitalism has been “restored” In Yugoalavis
Czechoslovakla, etc., was not improvlised for the

The last resolution, on Latin America, had as la
feature the first Marxist explanation of the nntul'ldh::
Ist-type governments. Thanks to the w::nd;ﬂ“ :
these governments of the "nationalist DOUTEES
developed — at the particular expense of lorﬂ.!i:;
rlallsm and the oligarchy (landholders and fﬂﬂ:u‘
bourgeolsie) —by Involving large sectors of the \od 8
class (to different degrees in different couniries,
exchange for minimal concessions) in the anth-im# st

struggle under the leadership of this nationslis F

geolale.

A Tactical Turn in Building Revelutionary Parfi®

Complementing the analysis and the p-lﬂpﬂﬁ'""”
Jected by the Third World Congress, at 8 &8
plenum (February 1952) the International E““ﬁ:‘#
mittee adopied a resolution on iactics for bull JHiisg
revolutionary parties, for the first time gener sush
enlarging on the concept of "entrism"” in & cerfaln
of mass Communist or Socialist parties.

This new entrist tactic took i?l inupirﬂﬂﬂ“ml:l;

nd
ples or tactics previously advocated by Lenin l],ﬂ“
sky, as well as from the line followed by Mar* liﬂ‘

the German revolution and later during the f
the First International :
In Left-Wing Communism: An Infanfie s
€xpressed no definite opinion because he lack
data, but he warned agalnst a single answet g q
tion, "Should we join the Labour party? -.Gﬂ"’
that would follow from principles such &8 e

rder, 1

at

nist Party must keep Its doctrine pure an Iﬁﬂ
dence of reformism inviolate.” He indlcated Ih:iiﬂ"#
area it was necessary to "know, study, Seek di u
country's peculiarities In order to apply H€ e

: cABE
fundamental principles of communism in each

s 0EH

As explained in an earlier chapter, in 1934 Trotsky
had made clear that for an organization whose limited
numbers made it essentially a propaganda group, con-
structing a revolutionary party capable of independent
action and capable of mobllizing the working class in ac-
tion could necessitate temporarily entering a reformist or
centrist group —in order to win, through adequate work,
forces among the currents moving to the left by helping
tkem in their political experiences. The entrism of the
prewar period resembled a raid.

After the war, the International had come out in favor
of the British Trotskylsts entering the Labour party. This
was not the same kind of "entrism™ that was practiced
before the war in the SFIO, or the Belglan Workers party
(Fartl Ouvrler Belge), or the Socialist party in the Unlited
States. The tactic for Great Britain rested on the structure
of the labor movement of the country, above all on the

tlose link between the political party and the trade unions,

¥hich means that for the British workers, the Labour
Party Is their party and the Conservative party is their
bosses' party. The workers are falthful to thelr party even
¥hen they do not agree with its leaders or the policies
of Its leaders.

The new entrist tactlc rested both on long-term and
tonjunctural perspectives.

Al the time the Third World Congresa was being held,
Bevan's let opposition had appeared in the Labour
PArty, after Labour had been In power a few years. The
International and natlonal situation was then favorable
‘0 the formation and development In England of a mass
tentrist tendency moving toward the left. Considerations
of & conjunctural type flowed from the general theses ol
the Third Warld Congress. The prospecl of 8 new wors
¥Ar and the growing economic difficulties In store 03
Capitalism would, we thought, favor the growth of Hevans
Wtype tendencies within the Soclal Democracy on an in-
ternational scale — and also glve rise to mMASS LeTtaring
'endencies within the Communist parties.

Thus we had to help such tendencles in an experlence
thal would lead them, through phases unforesesable 8"
thay lime, to the formation of revolutionary MarxIst parties.

The long-range considerations were based on & e
felating 1o the European workers' movement, namely the
Peralstence of the old, reformist workers' parties and the
laek of growth of the Communist parties after the Oo8
?’urld War —with some exceptions. It could be deduced
éﬁm this premise that the bond belween e WUIKIRE
888 and these parties was nol due prhn!.ru‘! g Daes
Program or policy, but to the length of time these P
ad beep embedded among the workers, to the fact that
®Y Constituted for the workers & more OF less yAlaR S
Brument — by at least an Instrument avallable to thap

o8 & day-to-day basis in caplitalist soclety; that the work:

ers were not inclined to leave these parties [or new {orma-
tions untested in action.

This organizational inertia on the part of the working
class in the European countries would also be evident,
to a lesser degree, during revolutionary periods —the po-
litical development of the class proceeding at a [aster
pace than its development on the organizational plane.
No major social crisis in a European country could fail
to involve a major crisls for the mass workers' partles
in that country, especially the dominant workers' party.
Sustalned activity Lo the mass parties, more especially in
the main mass party in each country, was thus placed on
the order of the day.2®

In lis entrist tactic, the International made a distinction,
then, between the Soclalist parties, where relative internal
demoeracy allowed for the organization of tendencles, and
the Communist parties, which did not tolerate the least
manifestation of divergent points of view (such was the
case In those days). In the former, entrlsm was envisaged
as being total; while in the latter, where | was necessary
to nse "trickery and lies* (as Lenin had advised in con-
pection with remaining in the reactionary and reformist
mass trade-union organizations), the tactic provided for

maintaining an Independent sector that would publicly

explain the positions of the Fourth International in full.

Critique of the Third World Congress

The theses and resolutions of the Third World Congresa
represented an {nitial attempl al answering questions ralsed
by the postwar upheavals mentioned earller, upheavals
that continued to occur. It would thus be useful to see
what aspects of the theses were subsequently confirmed and
what invalidated. For the verdict to be relevant, we should
not overlook the fact that any analysis inevitably includes
gaps and errors, |ife itself bringing Into being trends
that were only embryonic at the time the analysis was
being made or thal emerged from the struggle of social
f{orces. The Important thing to see s whether the line
of action stemming from the analysis was, on the whole,
valld for the situation at a given momenl; whether it
nabled the organization 1o react correctly to events while
:eeplns up with each change in the situation In order to
take Into account the emergence of new factors and new
trends — not to mention correcting any errors in the anal-

ysls.
Because of the limited scope of this work, only the major

discuss entering the Labour party, the empha-

R0 o8 th :t:g;u‘:'il aspects of the workers' movement. In

A on tngm m!hremphulnmphudon

f;u T:nltr:ulmupuu: structural conditions were taken up again
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~ Marxist. Denying facts can only lead to incorrect poal-

political lines —where they were correct and where they
were revealed as essentially erroneous — will be examined.
- The Third World Congress had correctly evaluated the
shift in the global relationship of forces al the expense
of world capitallsm. The congress had even accurately
demonsirated that this did not prevent capltallam from
maintaining its superlority at that time on the economie
plane per se (m superlority It still possesses) and on the
mllitary level. Strictly speaking, capitaliam's military su-
perlority probably no longer exlsts on an overall world
scale (which obviously does not mean that there is parity
In each particular area: army, navy, air force, conven
tional weapons, nuclear weapons, etc. ).

Our understanding of the regroupment around the Soviet
Unlon on one hand and around the United States on the
other was proved correct. The sltuation began to change
in this respect only about fifteen years later, when centrif-
ugal forces assumed Increasing weight In each alllance
Nevertheless, even taking Into consideration the new fae-
tors, we cannol say that new alllances, new constellations
are henceforth foreseeable or delimitable and that the
former division may not reappear in the event of a con-
slderable deterioration In international relations.

What the theses stated about the dual role of the Soviet
bureaucracy, about the Communlist parties, and about
the coniradictory relationships between the mnsses, the
Communist parties and the Kremlin, was essentially right
Without these conslderations, |t would have been impos-
sible for us, amid the welter of postwar events, o find an
orlentation. The explanation of what had occurred In
Yugoslavia and China was absolutely valid; moreover,
it had been Indicated as a possible eventuality by Trotsky
iIn The Transiional Program, In the following terms:

"Of all parties and organizations which base themselves _
on the workers and peasants and speak In their name, |
we demand that they break politically from the bourgeoisle :
and enter upon the road of struggle for the workers' and
farmers’ governmeni. On this road we promise them full
support agalnst capitalist reaction. At the same time, we
indefatigably develop agitation around those transitional
demands which should, in our opinion, form the program
of the 'workers' and [armers government

*Is the ereation of such a government by the traditional
workers' organizations possible? Past experience shows,
as has already been stated, that this is, fo say the least,

highly Improbable. However, one cannot categorically
deny Iin advance the theoretical possibility that, under
the influence of completely exceptional circumstances (war,

defeat, financial crash, mass revolutionary pressure, etc. ), !
the petty-bourgeois parties, including the Stalinists,
go further than they themselves wish

may

along the road to

8 break with the bourgeoisie. In any case, one thing
is not to be doubted: even if this highly improbable vari-
ant somewhere al some time becomes a reality and a
‘workers' and farmers’ government' in the above men pt
tloned sense s established in fact, it would represent merely b
a short episode on the road to the actual dictatorship of :
the proletariat.”

In these lines, Trotsky shows that while fighting as

hard as possible ta build revolutionary Marxist parties
defending the Fourth International, he did not exclude
the possibility of exceptional cases in which, because of
extraordinary objective conditions, the revolution could
win even under a leadership that might not be revolu-
tionary-Marxist

The postwar period has produced a few cases of this
type—which Trotsky estimated as scarcely probable bul
not Impossible. They should not be denied, under penalty
of complete disorientation on the world arena. But we
must also uncover the conditions surrounding these cases,
in order to demonstrate thelr exceptional nature. In that
way will It be clearly seen that these are not examples
from which we can generalize nor from which we can
deduce that the construction of revolutionary partles is
not necessary.

Among the sectarian tendencies that appeared in the
Trotskyist movement after the war, there are groups that
(through fear of having to conclude—by using very
formal logic—that building revolutionary parties was su-
perfluous) have denied the exlstence of workers stales
created by exceptional circumstances, under the leader-
ship of a mass movement that was not revolutionary- ¢

0 g ¥

tions.

On the other hand, the theses of the Third Congress |
were In error on the prospects for war and oo the eco- 1
nomic prospects. Nobody at all Imagined at the time {
that we were about to enter a perlod of economic pros- }
perity In the capitalist world, the llke of which had never i
before been seen In scope or In duration, & prosperity =i
interrupted only by short, mild recessions. We know of no
writer who had even enteriained such a notion. The main
results of this unforeseen reversal in the economic con-
juncture were that the perspectives on the crisis of cap-
ffallsm and the world war became much more remote
than anticipated by the congress's theses, for capitalism
s not driven to war as long as the economy is not in
dire straits. 27
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The perspectives of the document on the crisis of Stalln-
{sm, which the theses postulated as coming to a head
not before but during a world war, proved io be wrong ‘
because this crisls was much closer than anticipated. As
for the opponents of the Third Congress's theses, they
generally had no real perspective whatsoever on the crisis
of Stalinism, even for the long run. In other words, the
main error of the theses lay in the relative rate of the
crises of capitalism and Stalinism, the congress having
seen the crisis of capitallsm as preceding that of Stalin-
ism, while the opposite was to happen.

[To be continued] o

27. The discussion for the Third Gnnﬁ- nEres W dealt
the proximity of 'tl:l‘m war, but with the of the "wa vol
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trial of forty-one sri Lanka youths now punishabl
I:':mfd of participating in the April 1971 uld not be ;h? h:'mth:t t:!“’ :l:}ecu
uprisings is continuing despite protests by evidence mﬂdqmuhtebe MP Bdn » and that
R fense attorneys and growing opposition suspects who are missin ard regarding

Y *""‘.."?-'-#'-".«i-' AR .

courts defend the Interests of the ruljy
class and the next day they condemn
the peasants who rebel against a right-
ist, provocative judge , How can the
people know who their friends are ang
who are their enemies are? And if (he
most conscious sectors of the masses

are confused, what can you expect of
the peasants, the Shantytown dwelleps
nd the workers who, victims of thEi:

CEYLON %W

attempt revolution, " she wamed.
the interest of justice we will permit admit our failings b
them (defendants) to cross-examine wit-

PAK'STAN

Thousands of political .~_n:='._i1-.l'i_$tric b-‘:lfingmg

to a wide spectrum ':'.I pf}ht.t‘u_.a p.lr :ﬂ

- striking trade unionists in -.1|1f.17{;.w1_

;clwrr_- of Pakistan, have been amested W
y regulations.

"We
ut we expect you to
point it out to us through your MP's." To

der emergenc

= ¢ de unions and civil libertarians to do ref R dead; Feriun-. nestes. 1o a1l evidenee and b 3dd 5 Yoy o _
4 emment (Nall 1::'iLLI:QI%lﬁisnévzunpl&ﬂét;j‘reﬁg? Eﬁgn[:f;:u‘ I:getﬁ“i:‘-‘d Front government's effort to in ﬂllr:iiu-n@:!-rtJEid ;?t];:‘-;: i}?iﬂem 2, when ;mcessary, " it remains to be seen benﬂw::tr::uzts;tmﬁ ik;;ifnb; :;l:{? i
In Baluchistan L]hL’a 3‘::}:f;:;;;;li:rcpone-:f S ; ﬂmaad them to JP’u‘”:'ngm {:‘;f'd“ﬂﬂ ) S whether these concessions will prove real, Bandaranaike's parliament recently exten-
S srsconed nearly 400 politica 'A sharp demarcation in political lineg arc = ] Bainst Fernando's arbitra 3 g
s 1]_1}:‘1: f;{f?ﬁﬁn;dm—j expelled a few thus seems to be developing in the yp for public trial, Of the 18, 000 youths rulings, five defense attorneys (G Dch SRS e Jlewed o v THE B (torhey
workers a S cruedial,

_ re seized for allegedly engaging
f‘hﬂj‘:ij;ﬂsing; at least 10,000 are still
1mnj1ils and detention camps,

itl the province.
litical opponents from pro
E'f}l to be outdone the PFP (President
iu][ihzr Ali Bhutto's Pakistan Peoples

and among its supporters, The lefy
forces in the coalition are calling for
mobilizing the péople and forming

general's threats against attomeys and
defendants justify skepticism about the
reliability of Fernando's promises,

A recent indication of risin
to the seventeen-month-ol

Weerasinghe, Edmund §

’ amara
Lakshman Guruswamy, M.B, R.atna}:ake
and Harischandra Mendis) withdrew fron.

opposition
state of
emergency is a leaflet issued July 20

= o
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. el NEn = - . led "Against Repression'" The state-
3 e ) _:h,, YeC I .,'FI:'I'[L'-i oy e tl rc i = . th'e Utali 'n.li-; ack 1 v 5 : Endt 2 g 24 .p = -
- Party) in Punjab Jxﬂ{-! ?:wid;r to curb ﬂrg\m.mldc:-nfs L:G Z;rg'hut;tptf}ﬂ-eﬂtlu}t smong those now on trial for conspiring endants to make naltgmtzniifﬁthb}' s e SRR gy ol SRR Frot e Ul el
q to large scale ‘l[”Lsub-athh;_im right and o QIL-T,JS:L e Jta.:- nwage war against the queen" (Ceylon's defense, led Attorney Gene Ii TM‘.r el SHEEEER b i KlautE e Ry e X Y OV LLE ST e, D
NE lmal,_l ﬂr{ﬁ::dﬂnﬂ;ﬁflﬂﬁﬂfi}" 1, 000 people offensive. "EQq:i]l-i:;T‘" government remains in the to directly threaten é’ekm’:u ﬂ:zn;;g:ﬂ Bandaranaike is seeking to placate opp- ocratic Rights Organisation, Bala Tampoe,
eIt - oneizad as political pris- i
have been categorized as po

British Commonwealth) is F.uh;m_ Wij-
sweera, leader of the Janatha Vimukthi
Pgramuna (JVP), ﬂ“{ ra dical youth group
that headed the uprising,

osition by promising large-scale releases
of detainees in the near funure, Felix
Dias Bandaranaike told a gathering that
7,000 will be released "very soon",

A later statement from the Justice Min-
istry asserted that 4,000 would be released
by mid-October, Those released would
be "required to report to Rehabilitation
Committees regularly. ™

They have formed a People's Assembly
with the support of four UP parties, the
Socialist Party (Allende's party), the
Radical Party, the Movimientode Acclon
Popular Unitaria, the lzquierda Cristizy, :
(Christian Left) and the Ru\rolutiunaq-

Left Movement (MIR), 60 unions, 5
peasant organizations, 31 camps of
homeless people, 16 student organisa-
ions and 27 mothers' co-operatives,
These are the representatives of the
masses, At the, first meeting of the
Peoples' Assembly, 5,000 were presen,

general secretary of the Ceylon Mercantle
Union (Tampoe is also the attomey f(or
several defendants in the current trial),
Keerthie Seneviratne, president of the
Ceylon Estates Staffs' Union, Leslic Fern-
ando, joint secretary of the Central
Council of Ceylon Trade Unions; and

M. S. Sellasamy, general secretary of the
Ceylon Workers' Congress,

neys Who oppose the procedures of the

: commission,
Oncrs.
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. arrests in the provinces reflect the
Etir;ltnéftfhc su:rciali crisis that has gripped
Pakistan since the inde pendence 0'51'-
Rangladesh. The only way oul ?fl ¢
impasse requires revolutionary 50 u;'.l F;:rrus
of which neither the NAP nor the Ff
are capable. As 3 result they look for :
temporary remedics such as an alliance
with the Indian bourgeoisic,

According to the "C
nekoon said:

"While we pay all respect to the pre-
sumption of the innocence of the accused
until "I'.’[ll::f have been proven guilty, these
very incidents are proof of their guilr, .,
[ should not be surprised if last night they
conspired to do this, "

eylon Times," Ten-
~arding to the August 17 "Ceylon
f}ic;?:f', %mjy three of the thirty-two
isaners who appeared for trial (nine are
reportedly still "at large") pleaded guilty
(o the charges. Attorney General Victor
Tennedoon charged in his opening argum-
ent at a hearing August 10 that the youths
were responsible for civilian deaths during
the uprising. The government apparently

o,
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Despite such promises, Prime Minister
Bandaranaike has been making frequent
speeches denouncing the island's young
people and blaming them for many of the

The leaflet calls for a one-day hunger
strike to demand repeal of the Public
Security and Criminal Justice Commission

Meanwhile in Pakistan, rising priccs A Acts, and the end of repression against

The "Ceylon Times" rEport continued:
increased cost of living have created

"He added that it might be well to rem-

ing disillusionment with Bhutto and
Nali Khad on the part of the workers
and peasants, And in the al?scntc of an
organised socialist alternative a drift
to the exteme right is possible.

REVO

in the Southern part of Latin America,

AFTERMATH OF ARGENTINE
MA SSACRES

suppress the facts about the massacre in
Trelew, Only the 3 surviving revolution-
ists, if they survive) can tell the whole
guth about what happened to them and
their slaughtered comrades.

to the atrocious murder of 16 guerrilla
fighters has been to complicate the
jockeying between the military goyem-
ment and the Peronists, whose support
is needed to put a damper on the rising
social conflicts in the country.
BRODSKY
Since the massacre a number of incidents
including the banning of an issue of the
Pcronist magadne "Primera Plana",
have increascd the tensions between the
armed [orces and the followers of Peron,
An order has reportedly gone out for the
arrest of the Peronist youth leader Rad-
elfo Calumberti when the police and
army attacked the Peronist headquarters
in Buenos Aircs on August 24 Lo seize
the bodies of 3 victims of the Trelew
massicre, the tension had clearly
reached a high point,

On June 4 Yosif Brodsky, 32, a soviet
poct well known in the west, left the

Soviet Union under pressure from the

Secret Police (KGB)

Yosif Brodsky first received internatimal
notoriety in 1964 when a transcript of
his trial was published in the west. A
slander campaign began against him in
November 1963 in an article in the
"Eyvening Leningrad" entitled "A Semi-
literary Parasite” which charged him
with corrupting the youth and writing
The political complications caused by anti- Soyiet poetry.
the massacre and its aftermath were most
spectacular, on the international level,
leading apparcntly to Lanusse threatening
1o break diplomatic relations with Chile,
In this sphere, the complications of the
affair were compounded by the combined
contradictions of two regimes delicately
balanced on political tightropes. The
arrival of 10 guerrillas in Chile, the
comrades of escapees captured in Trelew,
seriously embarrassed Chilean President
Allende, who would like to see the con-
tinuance of the "cordial"” relationship
with Argentina, The Chilean govemment
granted the Argentine guerrillas asylum,
in an attempt to appease, Chile has
decided that these political refugees
must leaye the national territory within
the briefest possible time, The Argentine

In February 1964 he was brought to trial
in Leningrad on the charge of "vagrancy
and parasitism", The verdict was no
surprise,

"The prisoner Brodsky is not [illing the
duties of a Soviet citizen, ., . He has
_refused to work and has continued writ-
ing his decadent poems and reciting
them at private evening parties, Acc-
ording to the report of the committee
investigating the work of young writers,
it is clear that Brodsky is not a poet,
This is why the court will apply the law
of February 4, 1961, Brodsky is condemn-
ed to exile in a remote locality for a
period of 5 years of forced labour, ®

In October 1965 he was pardoned and
released under pressure from his fellow
writers and intellectuals, Although he
continued to write his "decadent” and
“corrupting” poetry, none of his work
has yet been published in the Soviet
Union except as Samizdat (literally
"self-publishing house'),The recent
blow against him by the Soviet bureau-
crats indicates that they still consider
him dangerous, It also indicates an
aminous turm by those who would like
fo see art and literature serve nothing
but the interests of the bureaucracy,

CHILE

The past few months have seen the rise
'il:lf a4 reactonary right wing in Chile with
its base in the expropriated landlords
and local businessmen, Its expression

is via the Christian Democrats who have
organized and mobilized right wing opp-
osition under the demands liberty
bread, peace and Irccc}om.r :

Anna Maria Villarreal de Santucho,
E.R.P, leader slain by military,

GCovermnment responded with 2 "severe

When Allende's Unidad Populas govem-

their economic freedom was being im-

UTION

Nationalised Ford plant in Chile

of government had their homes picketed,

case where landlords killed two peasants
and wounded six others in attempung to
seize the peasants' property, another
where one peasant was killed and four
wounded. On September 2 left wing
militants fought rightist elements with
Molotoy cocktails, poles, rocks and fists,
in street battles.

Allende has attempted to steer the Unidad

_Popular away from the revolutionary cause,

and against all Marxist logic to fight for
socialism through the parliamentary
structure, Allende's hope is to conciliate
with the right Christian Democrats and
to defuse the right wing resurgence by
methods of appeasal. For his part Allende
has denounced the attempt to form a
mass revolutionary united-front organ-
ization as "divisive". This has resulted
in the right wing being strengthened. The
fundamental problem Allende has not
come to grips with, is what to do with
the bourgeois state apparatus. In the
August 15 issue, the far left bi-weekly
"Punto Final" expressed this contradiction
under the caption: "Wlo Controls the
Police?"

"The events in the 'Moncada Attack'
camp of homeless people have gravely
disturbed the working class, showing
dramatically the contradiction that
exists when a government proposes to
begin building socialism and at the
same time retains the repressive app-
aratus of the bourgeois state, This
repressive apparatus moves by its own
weight, It was created to intimidate

the dispossessed classes, Only a little
push is needed, a judicial or administ-
rative order, for its ferocity to be un-
leashed against the working people,"

Also on May 12 in Concepcion the
Communist Party, used the police to
savagely attack a left-wing demonst-
ration leaving one dead and about fifty
wounded.

In the July 18 issue of "Punto Final"
Padro Filipe Ramirez, the deputy
secretary of the Izquierda Cristiana
argued that Allende's actions were
strengthening the right,

" Thus far the UP has wavered between
the masszs and the superstructure in
secking the political strength that it
needs to carmry the process of chanee
fen-.r::rd. Many of the enterprises tt::hil:x ¥
in the hands of the workers were won
fmdnmcnt.ﬂh' by appealing for the
support of the masses, The institutional
conflicts with the parliament, the |
c?u:ta, and the supervisory ;1gL-11g,:,- have
:‘.:;liq;t;d! h?;:ﬂ}wcr, to lead to confront-
o iﬂ.;_.l.fud] the government has not

ders t-wing liberals
are [riends one -:!.115.- and enemies the

Out of the struggle DHJE one party has
emerged with any semblance of a rey-
olutionary socialist programme, .

The most consistent supporters of the
People's Assembly seemed to be the
MIR, They proposed not only fo use
the assembly as a means for mobilizing

concrete programme around which the
assembly could organise the people to
smash the power of the bourgeoisie and
the imperialists and begin fighting
immediately against the reactionary
sabotage of the country's economic
life,

The main points of the MIR programme
issued on August 28 are:
a) Immediate readjustment of wages
and salaries by 100 percent to cover
the increase in the cost of living, with
preference given to the most poorly
paid workers. Readjustment of wages
every time the cost of living rises
more than 5 percent, It is to be under-
stood that this does not limit the legit-
imate struggle of the workers 1o win
increasing shares of the profits from
their bosses, Morcover, we call for
establishing state outlets at which the
basic necessities would be sold at
subsidized prices, giving preference to
the poorest strata who lack stable emp-
loyment,
b) Workers' control in the companies of
the private sector, on the basis of open-
ing the books of businesses and banks,
Workers' management in statc enler=
prises,

¢) Control by the people over supply and
prices, including, if nececssary, rauoi=
ing of the basic necessities, This control
should be applied by the unions, the JAF
(Juntas de Abastecimiento y Control de
Precios - Supply and Price Control
Boards), neighborhood groups, and other
mass organizations represented in the
Local Workers' Councils.

d) The establishment of a consumet
market basket of baric products ‘I_-"r'hﬂﬂ'
prices would not be allowed 1O FISE.
Discriminatory price rises on those p
ucts consumed by the well-to-do Statds
A price policy that would effectively
transfer resources from the private {0
the nationalized sector,

e) Immediate expropriition of the big
wholesalers and big retail traders.

[ ) Expropriation of the industrial big
bourgeoisie, Only the people can pif s
for the people,

g) E'Tl‘répri.luirjn of ranches of mmc‘ than
forty hectares without leaying any ‘[es=
erves' or loopholes, with the land belbg
handed over immediately to th
under the direction of the LCrC,."ll. Pl:njjﬂt
Councils (Consejos Comunales Campes=
mos},

i) Workers' control over the means of
mass communication in order to stop
the ca mpaign of terrorizing the pevp e
by creating fears about scarcities.

1) Immediate suspension of payment s
the foreign debt to the S and ﬂl’E
opening of bilateral |1ug¢t.i{tiﬂﬂ$ witl

e Pcas:lnm

hopes 1O use the trial to shift the blame
{or the massacres committed by Bandara-
naike's security forces onto the young
rebels.

At the August 10 session, H.N.G, Fern-
ando, president of the Criminal Justice

Commission, specially set up to try these

)
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F

ember that some of the lawyers who
appeared for them were themselves dec-
lared revolutionaries withour revolution-
ary parties and they would very willingly
join this kind of conspiracy, "

Wijeweera charged that he had not been
permitted to see a lawyer who attempted

Although Fernando promised shortly after

Tl THE
PRISON
EVOLT

BY DAVID

(" DEUTSCHMANN

Pentridge

The rebelliod by prisoners is not a recent
phenomenon, and yet it is only in the
last few years that this rebellion has int-

ensified and taken on a political conscious-
ness, It is only in recent years that prison-

ers have been able to articulate their
demands and relate them to the general
mature of society, That is, prisoners arc

noW recognising that the repression by the

legal system, of which prisons are an
essential part, is in itself part of the
Oppressive capitalist frmmework.

T!"'“' prison revolt has taken on a world
wide dimension, The United States
(Attica, Tomis, Folsom and Soledad),

France (Toul), Canada, Britain (Dartmoor),
and the Phillipines have scen some of the

largest and most recent examples of
Prisoner action - and the most repressive

reactions by the forces of "law and ordér. ™

Whenever a prison revolt takes place all
sectors of the bourgeoisie join together,
i not to place an embargo on all reports
Of the incident, at least distort the facts
1o their own dvantage, The American
bourgeaisic epitomised such a reaction

in the days following the Attica rebellion,

"Attlca was an example of the capitalist
state lashing back against the revolt of
rdeﬂ‘lH.‘Sin,; ]'-.,-i}m]gl:s within a pei‘i:ﬂd of
'it‘m‘;‘r.i] radicalisation! {[Dltl‘lldﬁl:‘ml
50&.‘.[1]1.‘2' RL:‘l'i-__'-.,-Lj -"-L‘{}' 1972 "Bﬂ‘hind

dre Inaeed only a small minority of all

of the United States can be seem as being
representative of the nature of prisons
in any advanced capitalist state.

And the Johnson Government report of
1967 is even less surprising in its state-
ment that more than 90% of .11]Icnrnm:_l
offenders come from the lower income
cection of the community 4_;1::5 than
$5, 000 p.a, ). The recognition ﬂ.-nat‘ .
pearly all persons committing a “Crimitd
offense' are from the working classes is
essential in understanding lusu; c%rfq-
diction within the capitalist state, = dtw
is. the bourgeoisie itself commits :nrm..
m; a much larger sca!c .:md of a gg'.‘:‘ir
significance and yet it 1s never 5;.; ]}T
to the repressive legal system ¥ -:.Its
it relies upon g0 much to centmuc‘ 11“
day-to-day ¢xplc?1.zric:n and appr:.is .
The bourgeeisie finds it necessan {:-d
establish an '.lpp-lr.‘-lt‘lﬁ.ﬂf coercion a .c
violence so as to continué in existen ['i-;e
as the exploiting cias; Td-:: n;:}i;t;tl:::i

i1] and economic OTGET.
i;:::!ﬂah'cs are used as i:_‘.(.:lrnp!cf to lis:tbis::r
conformity and obedience 10 the existing

cocial order.

' find prisoners going
lt.’:lri::;:‘;u:i:::’ﬁar pcriind of radicalisation,
Throughout the country the repressive
nature of the p
various revolts have mul
wlarly in Pentridge Gaol,

ins and strikes, {f not the public, that

economic and political troubles faced by
her government, According to the

"Ceylon Times" of August 10, in one such

oraticn Bandaranaike "appealed to youth
to change their values and amitudes.

. « « Referring to the inswrrection she said
a band of impatient men who were mis-
guided wanted instant socialism, All
they did was to put the clock back and

"Don't keep blaming the government and

bashings of H division, with its very
limited terms of reference, must be
seen as an attempt to convince the
public that the govermment has little to
hide. The fact that the inquiry is of
such a narrow nature shows clearly that
the government does in fact have a lot
to keep from the public in relation to
the repressive conditions of the prison,
Only after much préssure, particularly
from the newly-formed Prisoner Acton

Group, did the government finally submit

to this 'inquiry'.

Throughout this inquiry and wider ones
which must follow, it is necessary to
present various demands to both the
public and the authorities, As a broad
objective we see the necessity of the
abolition of prisons but the realisation
of this can in no way come about in a
capitalist state. And the abolition of
prisons is complately unacceptable to
society as it is now, soO it 1s necessary
to take on demands of a transitional
nature. Reforms, however small, of the
present system, must be supported on
the grounds that any alleviation of the
appalling conditions currently imposed
in prisons will be a victory for the
prisoners.

These demands centre around the prin-
ciple of prisoner se lf-determination as
well as minimum prison standards,
Briefly, these demands are:

* free speech for prisoners (freedom of

dom to hold political meetings and
form political organisations within the

dissenters, It represents the first such
call for mass protest action issued by
prominent political figures since Lhe stale
ol emergency was instituted in March,
2y LS

The leaflet also informs readers of the

July 7, 1972, resolution passed by the
General Council of Advocates of Sri Lank:

are taking place

= L o
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¢ prisoner self-government (of such secr-
ions as the prison industries, provision

of meals, recreation and routine -
that is, all sections of the prison not
directly connected with security)

* abolition of unnecessary humiliation,

regimentation and suffaring (abolition

of such things as corporal punishment,
uniforms and so forth)

non-productive work and forced labor

must be abolished,

prisoners must have a reasonable choice

of work, receive renpumeration and

conditions equivalent to those existing
outside prison, :

# prisoners must have the right to join

the relevant union, to form shop

committees, and to receive regular
inspection from union officials,

1o prisoner who needs immediate

treatment for any illness or injury

must be denied it.

* prisoners must not be denied access (o
the normal legal system, or access to
legal advisers. ;

# prisoners must be entitled to receive
regular visits in private and congenial
circumstances from sexual partmers,

* homosexuality amongst prisoners must
be permitted.

-

"This struggle (for prisoners' rights) is
only beginning and full support should
be given to this fight of the most opp-

ressed and tormented within capitalism,

The reforms of liberals that give more
power to the capitalist state throughout

are in the forefront of the fight for a just

; inged R next," The MIR programme ends with an app® trimes committed, In 1969 only 1196 of of an archaic na . . freedom to receive, to read society, ir s j
:illchhiroi;oemi:f&ﬂ'“?l lther pltects gﬂYng t'{lT;':iEL [;ilniléctsr": mdnlg o for w "”!"-3"'L ide -"1'-1'1‘*5’;“ "We ':“Hjn! ;E :‘h"' Prisan po Pu]:[jon of the Uni};;cd States lhﬂthlgri:;:su with the full EuPP;:t f:;g‘; d -f;gotglwrite political mate'ria] of any l;?mlanlll:eings is Elgﬁn;:tﬂl* tu:ﬂ-l'd the
Pis0de in Patagonia will the shops and i A = Hied o reopen "One day they attack ih i peoples and in particular the socid 'ere convicted for erimes of viclence = e ' State Government, sort: freedom of prisoners to join any time when we w free, s
have on the complex political situation there *.-.'Trc ?,Ul;n ﬂh:r If'imm. that followed Dcnmcr_}:rt.s .11*3:1 Ijul.'lth.,.ult Christian countries to show internationalist solds '€ remainder, §97% , committed 'crimes Liberal Pnrt?ﬁ baton charges and 22 outside political group, and to yote (*International List Review”»
' arrests, Two members them. One day. or . Xt day they prajse arity with the struggle of the Chilean against property, ! This situation is litle with numere® in coerciveness. The {a elections) 1972, Joe . ]
" neg (l\i‘? 'Lh\_:-« S_J}r that the C]Ill e : Ly Vi “ I IC Sruggic HQ;— 295 I \..1"-"1. & o ‘1- s1fua ﬂ\'ﬁfall inm;ﬂ i.ntu d]ﬂ' [ ] = - ;
ﬂ £an people, Cnt to that existing in prisons Presellt Emmen! i.nqui!?

fPughout capitalist countries, The prisons

5 RSSO A e 1ces, overruled defense objections that to visit him, sreck what was o R iEved. T e S T e e Cornmilas
thing 2 fain. The Argentire and a female member had her car stoned.  the masses to resist rightist intimidation cu;.; act creating the: commission was wreck what was already achieved. ot 3 S e J Sl
# h J_'ﬂ 15 CCI 4 L] i - s - T i - L T . w 5l ) S = 10N AC UTEIeT vshuch hic current i
One of the effects of the J:mn;?t_mnal a;:d ?ﬂ”illiﬁ;f diclgum—chip is determined to In other right wing attacks, there was a and pressures; they also presented a Megal, that the alleged offenses are not ,
moral reaction of the Argentinc peopic

i : ¢ Prison Revolt" by Joe n T its unjust courts, parole boards, judges,
formal protest”, It also withdrew its ITI{E_ntala\I:EIﬂducud price Eﬁnl‘j‘ﬂlﬁ, ccause a SUPQEch:m‘--t[}m masses but has sought those countries rea dy to cooperate wi AN b} JOR TR : Here we h:;: + conditions © e C?mmm‘:icsigzs ;ﬁ;ﬁ:em and S ,jmllﬁt HE r:&jgl:tﬁd. Prisoners, like
S e TeodooSallic, e past year, there pos o8 OVeT  this confuses the oo o genera) Chile, We need our dollars to feed te The crimes of violence on which the media SubmIt i8S Py paken part n sl Yolitical rights for prisoners (the free=  students, are sotin.the posibien, (ASERR
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TO THE

ALIENATED
STUDENT

e While cutlining some of the
more obvious faults of the r:_dl;ca}jo;m

- back-page article 1n
ﬁ;:::,'ézni?mu didnatgsccm to attack the
basic assumptions on which the system
works, Maybe this wasn't the aim of Lhc,
thing, or it might have been due s:r_an}
te lack of space. But a deeper analysis
would be greatly appreciated, 0 that
the SYA's stand on educaution can be
more thoroughly evaluated by high
school kids.

[ work from the premise that
before there can be a radical breakdown
of the capitalist social structure, there
must be a radical breakdown of a value
system that is very strongly instilled in
modern man, mainly via the education,
{or rather, indoctrination), system. This
value system perpetuates the present
social s,stem, by stifling initiauve and
alienating people from themselves and
each other, thus inhibiting direct (group)
action,

This breaking down of the
individual's initiative diminishesor even
removes peoples' ability to make a claim
to what they might otherwise regard as
their basic human rights.

Both the sociclogical impli-
cations of the education system and its
effect on people individually must be
taken into account. Schools fail miser-
ably in fulfilling many of the student's
psychological needs (which in many
cases the family unit is simply incapable
of providing for, JThis has been demon-
strated to me by the fact that I have seen
a number of students suffer severe mental
breakdowns, because the pressure on
them to stifle a soong sense of personal

~ ipitiative, and live up 1o the demands
~ made of them by the system, was too

~ much to handle, (Demands, moreover,
. that are imposed by teachers who claim

~ o oppose this very system. ) This, as

- well as being expected to live up to the
ideals of other pressure groups surround-
ing them, puts students in a situation
that they often simply can't cope with,
{In fact, I later found myself in this
‘position, one which is physically and
mentally incapacitating, as well as

-

e "Direct Action" outlines

. what it sees as the main demands for-

- warded by Education Action Groups in

- the capital cities. But while these dem-
. ands are realistic at this present stage
and from a practical viewpoint, surely

need to go a lot further if we want

' 1o destroy the foundations on which the
I school (and university) systems work,

=L ;:.:"I' M|

=~

A - 1, The Strong emphasis put
‘outward success, shown wﬂhfun P
- grad q!ti;ﬁs tfw:;daln ealrsly age),
- dccording (o assumed levels of intellip-
~ ence. Not oaly does this thwart poens.

! in many cases, but it also alienates

tds from each and causes hostility

between them, b) a radical
change in the examination system (which
& ﬂuw 10 find wasn't listed as
¢ of the EAG's demands! ) Or better

rientated way of thinking that encour-

e ?;p:hph}i of il:mwledge for the

Be O personal ga and not the shar-
of tlim rledge for ‘mutual mm".:‘lsl.'l5 &

m&gﬂi{ﬁﬁ side of leam
Imgl eglect practical aspect, Y
cle states that !, , | the ultimate 5
{of schools) s to suit people for 2
Hon . , . and subordinate to this
opment of the individual,'

ing, and

10 fulfill even this vocational aim
nts are denied the opportunity to

}b{‘ &vn_wﬁcnl experience. The

¥ isolated from the rest of

oyers) cut off from pe
volvemeat in the workings of other

\I‘ah:l]r OwWned inst-
Y enter a job
idea of what it will

3. The Bmphaﬁs on

’Mﬂﬂuﬁ than ltamj.ng. The break-

EDITOR

y the outright rejection of the "success"
2. The amount of time fpent

de this statement is quite true , schools

_#Ya.'.mnt: who have been (fortun-

down of this mechanism ".'Clult.:{ m-::md
that the school geacher's position “:_rt

is L4 -
function in the school (that is, a,r P
of the administrative bureaucracy)
must change.

An autopomous person
can establish a balanced _knmvle:dge of
the sciences and humanities, h‘lthﬂi-.lf 4
having it imposed from above. How L;rr. #
the old-fashioned idea that learning 1s
a task and pot a source of cn]a}:ment is
still very widespread in A usn-:g...!:%. It lfd

ssible for knowledge to be discovere
and digested rather than forced d::-\:-iz
the student's neck, as long as sourccs
(libraries, for example) are provided.,

In fact, it's time students
thought about taking the rf._*spoxmblll.lty
of selecting their syllabus into their
own hands, rather than having the
syllabus harnded to them,

The present emphasis on
weaching' is part of the basis of authorit-
arian thinking ( particularly in Austra lia)
and is a major cause of uIienaum_J of
people from themselves(i. e, -their own
integrity), and thus their obedience t0
capitalist ethics,

Y ours,
Alienated student,

IRELAND AGAIN

Editors

Direct Action

You cannot dismiss the
trouble in Ireland as not being a religious
matter largely.

1, How do you explain the fact that the
great majority of bomb victims are
Protestants,

2, During the depression of early 1930
when I was still in the primary school a
man came to our farm asked if he could
get any work and for payment he only
wanted his food and tobacco, During his
stay with us we learned he had come
only recently from Ulster, It was at this
time that the late Dr. Mannix of
Melbourne had decided to cause trouble
in Ulster by making a visit there; but he
didn't get further than the Belfast wharf,
Just as well for him because at the time
we learned from owr farm hand that he
was one of many men maintaining a 24
hour wait for Dr Mannix to step ashore,
where execution was certain,

My point is sirs, would you say our Mr
Todd farm hand was an Imperialist?

3. Now sirs also are you aware that a
plebiscite was taken during World War 1
asking the people of Ulster if they wished
to remain under Britain or under Irish
government, The reply was an over-
whelming vote to remain British, as it
will again be when the next plebescite

is taken shortly,

1 am anxious to know how you equate
American support for the IRA through the
sowcalled North American Alliance which
is just another faction of the CIA for these
are the same criminals who are killing
millions of innocent people in the Repub-
lic of Vietnam (of cotrse you know apart
from financial aid from America also

how to make your own home made bombs,)

Also what about the Irish A
in England tax free - B it ok

that's for those who
work of course, but what also 4 bout those

many more on the dole, yes ked |
Kentish and Cambden 'I"mﬁfm gn“;.::i?:nm
nearly 20 years ago, but it would be
different for me if there today in this
respect. I am an Australian and wouldn't
be able to get a work permit at my trade
lfnut for even an Irish labourer the situation
15 the same ag 20 years ago, Just another
example of the power of religion internat-
if}mli',-. If you are going to analyse the
Situation in a socialistic manner you will
clearly see the Catholic Church is the
v::m::rr?' of socialism all over the orld fo
it thrives on ignorance, has advanced ;
little since the middle iges (President
Thieu is a Catholic), It has assets second
only to Wall Street not to mention vitr.
priceless treasures, [t has political
ié:.f!uence in all countries except (Russia
hh].it; :1&1? maybg lor2 smaller countries )
[ elurts in the daily lives of milljons
hc;l:eup € , worst example prc-hubl';.r bein
ind at the moment, Yer DA is _ﬁng
it full support, Come come where d%lcs 5

-

i
ctem stand beh ;
(ixc 5?; ![anl:ilsfinfi :TId a gainst him inr:rlij‘;t_
mﬁi?n Mankind pneeds to rid of bo

jon and fmperialism.,

lend assistance
S#iziiser:ccrl??;oifﬂgt;zn of paj;::l fu for
;: iilg-:rt;lin that would onj:_.r retar
ultimate socialistic society.

IRA could well be

ing support to the ‘ 1 I nfi8
?;:;‘:Eﬁredpio supporting General Franc

= W d be

in i : For the outcome woul ‘
zli:ﬂﬁ:r?cmi?iill be recalled cvu‘l; !Jrlgsts
a ;}d nuns were 1m priiaémd,c;nrmm (151 A J;zc
-  m] !
murdered by General FTaficty
/ . Beware.
o Thanking you
Y ours faithfully
H, Wilson

DAREPLIES AGAIN

Our correspondent seems SOmEw ] 'th.';ni-
used as to what we sa‘id in *:'IJI_I‘EPI‘.J':"T o=
his preyious letter (Direct Actuon hi? 29,
Page 15). We refer the reader t;: L Y i
and the articles we have carmméd On ;
in the past.
Here we wish only to take up -.1r_fe1r.'
general points carried by H. ".'t.rxlsc-n.
Any study of the actual dynamics of the
struggle will show that religious factors
have played a purely secondary role.
The essential content of this struggle is

~the fight of the long oppressed [rish

people to determine their own destinies
free from British imperialism and its
local lackeys. s

We are not supporting "one religious
faction" against another, The essential
thing about the oppressed minority in
the north is that they are nationalist,

not that many of them are Catholic,
Catholicism is an enemy of the Irish
people. They will find out who their
real friends are in the course of the
struggle, If socialists wish to influence
this struggle they must go through this
experience with the masses, not denounce
it because many of them have religious
beliefs, That is why we support the Irish
people's struggle unconditionally, i.e.
irrespective of its leadership and the
level of consciousness of its participants,
In this regard, in the 1920s, the Comm-
unist Third International under Lenin

and Trotsky supported the struggle of

the Moroccan Riffs under feudal leader-
ship against Spanish domination, and
they were absolutely cormrect in this,

The religious aspect of the struggle is
not accidental, Imperialism consciously
created the pro-British protestant enclave
in the fiorth, And in the 1921 Partition
Treaty they divided Ireland into the

26 counties Free State and the 6 counties
in the north. This arangement has
higherto managed to contain the national
struggle in Ireland - in the north by
terrorising the nationalist minority, Given
this situation, plebiscites conducted in
the north prove nothing except the intell-
igence shown by British imperialism in
defence of its interests, The real will of
the Irish people north and south is being
shown in the struggzle,

ABORTION

To the editor,

: In your August 24 edit-
orial, you state that "the fight to repeal
the anti-abortion laws is the central
task w.hich the women's movement
faces ml_;hc current . . [he campaign
for the right to abortion is the way
forward for the whole women's move-
s DL

; 145 J articles on
abortion, including 3 in the Women in
Revolt section,

_ This emphasis on abortion
to the exclusion of other women's issucs
the collapse of a mED:- l-p-‘&l:lu h ]'Lll.td 6
rarticwlar demand i .'311'!‘.-1’11' d. 7 U_‘u!
LM dumamu-hn i achieved, This
kel _!tdt_t]:f {m the Women's Rights

1avem - urn of the century:
resiricting the objective to the vote
was one of the factors contributing o
the failure of the movement to Eugil"y'i:-'u

leu‘: editorial states: ;

a 1-th'1-:.*.-1 iftacks the whole
r'?l'.['ltll In patriarchal L.u;i:_'illlili.L
cﬁllfmnur:.?gnb:l}:ig: _UIL‘TH iR e
S vith church and
Liberation hLirﬁan'nds T A omen's
15 the most eﬂl‘i‘:,n:rg;i-lltil ::-j:uii Feseon
L requires merely a sj (oAt
T | simple piece of
cqi:al pa}'n';::r:;h:-r d; mands, such as
free cliun::- e PPPOrtunity, of
much more imlu:m!':d child care are
raise qwaﬁonﬁ%&ﬁic naae. and
ST X WOoman!" v
E;ih-“ﬁ;n tru:a S0Clety, England fso::l]; illn
E%m tlll‘i:";l‘}dh ]-'-!g'd.l abortion well
?‘:lﬁt_':;mL r?{l:un 5 Libe ration Moye-
e h-’i‘lr"t*l: n] oy states in the u.s
Women's rn'-cEr:- a.bqnlﬂm though the
CMent may haye btu‘n

€ stimy] S
fulfil], Us, the demang Was easy 1o

“the right to
role of v
society,

Socialists ghoy
age the women's movement gl
free abortion on dﬂmnnd. Ulﬂ
is free, there Is no mgmng ii 'I.hi- !
iy woman's right Lo chooge W L
restriction of contraceptive i.nf

to better-educated midd!#-ch%"thh' %

it is the poorer working cly pelil L .
have the greatest nucdgl'ur :' wnm“:g
it is not free and freely a4 :
‘Il be no closer to he];ngv:::ulitbi;:
If ﬂbﬂﬂ[ﬂu .
able on demand , we cnul?ﬂmt ivail,
a situation like that in London W Yith
abortion is legal, and even av.;ll b
freec on the national health 'c}mmu le
there is a two to three month WHE’ but
list, Thus many women have to Hag
to a private clinic, where the c;‘“ﬂ
around £150, Those who canly aff 4
this are no better off than in X
where all abortions are illega),
In another article
note that the abortion coalition ,_.’ |
for "free contraceptiyes", Does sv;:.-J"i
support this demand? Then why A
for free abortion? "ol
Abortion is an § Portan
issue and simple repeal of thﬁlg:n X
laws would improve the lives of my
women. Any such move should be X
supported. But socialists should enc oy,
age the women's movement to look 3
beyond reform to question society as 3
whole, The SYA and its Counterparts
overseas, seem bent on the reverse; 1
reduce the Women's Liberation moya,
ment to a single-issue reformist Mmove.
ment,

'HET
chooge

Janey Stone

D.A.REPLIES

[n taking up some of the points made
by Janey Stone in her letter, it is im
ortant to re-emphasise that we see the
abortion issue as an issue which will
play a key role in bringing new womep
into the women's liberation movement
and in transforming the women's moye.
ment into a real political force capable
of winning its demands and giving many
hundreds of women an education in
struggle,

To claim that the present women's move-
ment could collapse if it concentrated
only on, and won abortion law repeal,
as did the early feminist movement when
female suffrage was granted, is to dis
play no understanding at all of the
dynamic of the present women's move-
ment and its demands which lead womes
very rapidly to an anti-capitalist con-
sciousness, Far from causing its collapse,
the winning of a victory on the abertion
issue would give the women's moyemeat
a renewed impetus to struggle and a
confidence in its own strength,

The abortion issue has undoubtedly
emerged as the central issue of the
women's movement intemationally,
polarising the right-wing in every coun-
try. Even in Pritain anti-abortion forces
have organized enormous demonstrations
(50,000 in Liverpool on April 30 of ths
year) and abortions are becoming harder
and harder to get., In Japan, where
abortion is legal there has been soong
pressure from reactionaries to repeal the
present laws and make it illegal, The
fact that abortion can be granted "thn

a simple piece of legislation" is precisely
what causes women to question why it

is denied to them,

Abortion, of course, should be freeas
should all medical services, or elseil

is out of the reach of large numbers of
women, However, many women whe I
would support the demand for the repsd
of abortion laws would not agree that o
abortions should be free, Both the dess
for "Free Abortion on Demand" and &%
demand for ""Repeal all Abortion Laws
are principled demands, What We '\I'I'!'l??t
assess is which demand has the capacify
to mobilize the greatest number “’I_"’mﬂ
against the capitalist system. I.'f _hm‘?i:f
the question of socialized mediciné n
the demands, cuts off the support ol ;
large sections of women in the struggl®
agalinst abortion then it is obviously not

the most cliective demand. [t is our
role as socialists to continually expld
why abortion must be free il 1L 15 to

accessible to all women, not L& pres

for the pure §t, most radical sounding

demand at the expense of involying
maximum numbers of women, M
We certainly agree that socialists $h§
cncourage the women's movement t

. I
question society as a whole, We coms

antly do this in our press and in all Mc}l
: Ihe questian is how to red
the masses of women and draw Hhei
into struggle around demands rgllc‘l'““:l
to their needs, In this way women wi'
learn about the society they are [ighting
and begin to understand the limitations

ol reforms,

CRUSTY

Editors

Dlh'&l AcCtion
e —— ] IU.!L!. “I:II.[]:I. il‘lli‘l’ﬂﬂ {ﬂndz

some anger) the editorial in issue no,.

!._.;.L_-:-i. Iganda

e T g ——

e

S s it el e el
¢ AR

ct policies to :
ist L2 'ﬁ?}t;ﬁ;fmmf the :;.rrentl.:efnd:ral
E;:ﬁf”“ campalgn.

What right do you have to
give this advice?

May 1 remind you that your
¢ control of the New South
ialist Left almost 12 months
ou remeémber how a policy
at submitted by me was rejected

weekend policy meeting? Do you
ke mber that Roger Barnes even refused
ﬂmicﬂ?t an amendment incorporating a
S ahls;mic,al paragraphs from my docu-
4 { because it would reveal that your
mr-:-mn played no part whatsoever in
f:l;wg the Victorian left against right
wiog intervention?

{action BY
Wwales Soc

You certainly have a crust
rell the Victorian SL that they must
e { :I.Cti‘l"ElF for a socialist programime,

figh have you allowed the New South
::ﬁu sL to collapse if the socialist
P,ogpmme which you submitted, and
nich was adopted by the SL in New
;m;h Wales, was s0 important?
One of the prime curses
of the Labor movement in Australia has
been the existence of elitist sectarian
upings bringing their particular vers-
j‘:,:; of salvation down from on high like
Moses returning from Mt, Sinai, A
t feature of most of these groups
has been their disinclination to do any
work in the Labor movement,

Your criticisms of those who
do work in the Labor movement, like
the Victorian SL, will deserve consider-
ation only when your deeds match your

toric.
% George Petersen

DA.REPLIES

Unfortunately George does not bother to °
discuss the actual content of our criticism
in DA no, 26. Does he agree or disagree
with this criticissn? Do you or do you not
believe that the Socialist Left should
present a socialist alternative even during
(or more especially during) a federal
election campaign? People seriously
involyed in politics would answer this
guestion first.

However George decides that its best to
bluster about "crust" and "right" to
advise etc, Unfortunately this sort of
paternalism doesn't go down very well
today, The youth radicalization has
-destroyed the ability of the labour
"establishment” to avoid political dis-
cussion by appealing to experience.

The monolithism implied in George's
criteria for possible critics would lead to
the climination of workers' democracy
in the labour movement and the stifling
of all tendencies which identify their
mterests 10075 with those of the working
elass and yet do not have parliamentary
rﬂiiﬁﬁﬁlltu tives or union officials in their
Faliks

Ol course we do not think that the deeds of
Trotskyists do not match our "rhetoric”.
The programme that we support and in
which we bage any criticism is not new.
Itis the continuation of the revolutionary
Gadition from Marx and Engels through
Lenin and Trotsky, We are not ashamed
0 use the concepts of these labour leaders
ind to seck to pass them on to the labour
movement in Australia,

But one factual error about the collapse of
Ebf Socialist Left: Our "faction" never

201 control" of the NSW Socialist Left.
WWanyone "controlled", George and his
mates did so, What happened is that after
il democratic de bate when the SL voted
!..c'" 4 document submitted by Roger Bames,
Uedrge and his mates boycotted the SL in
* it of pique, No organizational changes
-1 made to the SL executive ete, But

": s ] 3 . ¥ - n
.:ﬁ*rgu and Co losing interest led to its
- 4pse and there is no point to such a
EC"I'LTL'le.:.

vt of S; ':Hllkum it is broadly lusc.d: L!ﬁs
fo 1 ocialist Left is what we will fight
% in the future, We hope George will
ICjoin the struggle too,

o
t.:;luu'q[ point: We are not directly
,I_J}:.”"“. in the Mideast revolution, yet
% L,"']," 15 o duty to explain what is
HJLFP””?Q there and argue our point of
_lu,l,"'~ : ",‘ e hope George will do this too,
ey IuE,‘" we would like to ask him how
p,; :]:‘Ec'j in the NSW Legislative Assembly
iberL]dcspimbl_e motion presented by the
cn_ﬁ'l:ds on Munich, We understand it was
follo s \ianimously, We hope George
Owed lll.‘.\. oW nggﬂsﬂon of not giﬁng E
d at minimum found the courage

idvice an
19 abstain

Le
c::]:ﬂ are wu.tlcnmc; comments, crit-
%) contributions, or even pralse,

b
w'-'l:lnl!::}r to keep them to less than 300

li;mc'h you lecture the Victorian Soclal- ;

ALP RESPON

Yugoslay travel

BOMBINGSY £ 1 'OR USTASHA

For those puzled 45 10 who bombed the

agencies
as Attorney Genergal Grcenl:‘vosgddn::y:l,
the Ustasha does not exist; Queensi,uy
premier Bjelke Petersen oes not have
the answer but he knows who is re

sible, Speaking in the Queensland
Parliament on September 19 he said

that he was shocked 1o think that the
bombings were a direct result of the
Labor Party's Campaign to spread the
idea that if people did not like the law
they could break or disobey it. Liberal
MPs Mackay and Wentworth went a step
further maintaining that although "jt's
impossible to sy whether the bombings
were done by the coms or not", the
likelihood was that "communists® were ©
trying to stir up hatred,

Of course the bombing ha

with the fact that thegUﬂ.::E'ﬁ-sn t:ndn
allowed to function unhindered by the
government and that at various times
they have been permitted to use army
equipment to train with,

TEACHERS VICTIMISED OVER SUFPORT

FOR BLACK MORATORIUM

Five teachers at the J.]. Cahill High
School (Sydney) have been charged
with misconduct as a result of taking
time off to attend the July 14 black
rights rally., The 60 teachers at the
school have asked the NSW Teachers
Federation to instruct them to strike in
support of the charged teachers,

J. J. Cahill High School was the scene
of provocative action by the education
authorities earlier this year, when
Teachers Federation organiser Doris
Jobling was charged with frespassing as
a result of entering the school grounds
to attend a teachers' meeting.

WOODENBONG EVICTIONS PROTEST

Cn Sept
putside
Su]:l}'u..‘ﬂ

Parliament House in Sydney 1o
of a rent strike being carried on
by black people at \-".’md-:nbarng Al:r::*ng-
inal Reserve in Northern NSW. Ef;ck
demonstration was addressed by

militantsGary

+ rent strike at Woodenbong 183
;{;I;:L!{L-:f the current NSW gﬂ?erm'ncm;ld
policy of liquidating black reserves BA
selling the land which they Mcu%
part of this policy has been ﬂqfh:ﬂh thge

f rents on reserves to levels whic _
Elack people cannot afford to pny,t
policy has resulted in rent stril:lnis a
Purfleet and Brewarrina as we ':":;.adeﬂ.-
Wloodcnbong. " fz:iﬁ'kh:: .:h!:ead'y been
bong strike, one L A

gir home a .
EVic::i'{:lif::.:;nh:a]:'u been instigated against

{ive other {families.

GALLOPING INFLATION!

10, 000 unskilled workers in the Port

Moresby ﬂ'“al;‘:z s3, 50 per week, This

b
5;?13:1 workers i1

ecessary to
oo Moreaby at tho presext H6 &

§20 per week.

ember 14, 50 people demonstrated

Wwilliams and Lyn Thompson.

REHABILITATION INSTITUTIONS

A prisoner from Melbourne's Pentridge
Gael, giving evidence to an inquiry

into conditions at the prison has testified
that warders at the prison took meat from
the prisoners meals to feed to their dogs
and that one warder dropped cigarette
ash into prisoners meals, He also stated
that officers at the prisons used strippings
for searches for sexual purposes against
prisoners' wishes,

MAKING MEN OF THEM

Labor Party Senator J,L.Cavanagh speak-
ing in Parliament on Wednesday Septem-
ber 20, claimed that at Puckapunyal
drmy camp in Victoria (where National
Service conscripts spend 10 weeks in
basic training ) at least five conscripts
have attempted suicide, When another
conscript fell on a bayonet during a
parade, an officer said "let the bastard
die”, The conscript later received
stitches to a cut in his chin,

CPA DOES NOT DIFFERENTIATE
BETWEEN LIBERAL BOURGEOISIE
AND ALP

In a full page advertisement for the

CPA election campaign camried in the
September 19 - 25 issue of "Tribune”,
the CPA urges voters where there are

no CPA candidates to vote for candidates
opposing the Liberal Country Party
coalition. The advertisement calls on
people to vote for either the ALP or the
Australia Party, making no significant
distinction between the two, The advert-
isement fails completely to take account
of the fact that the ALP is the party con-
structed by the Australian working class
while the Australia Party is the creation
of a section of the bourgeoisie which

has no stomach for the genocide in
Viemam but considers it more sensible
to exploit the underdeveloped countries
through trade and financial deals rather
than through military interveation,

EMEBA SSY DEFENDER ACQUITTED

Ambrose Brown, a black militant arrest-
ed in the july ZU demonstration at the
Aboriginal Embassy was acquitted in
Canberra court on Tuesday September 19
on charges of hindering police, assaulting
police and indecent language. The police
offered no evidence. Of course the amrests
at the embassy were not an indiscriminate
tactic by the pelice aimed to break up
the demonstration,

STOP LIVING IN POVERTY OR ELSE

The Cloncurry (Queensland) Council

has given 100 aborigines living in a

camp outside the town , three months
notice that their humpies will be bull-
dozed unless they are "cleaned up"”, The
black people in the area have been forced
to live in poverty for most of their lives
because of unemployment. A member

of the council said "We are not being
hard on these people,"

We'll pay

Today's Arnny wanls

Above is an army recruitment billboard that has
been altered for the sake of accuracy by a Syra-
group calling itself the Citizen's Com-
in Billboards. Previously it read,

cuse, N.Y.,
mittee for Honesty
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George Crawfﬂrd

GEORGE CRAWFORD REPORTS BACK

On Saturdn% September 16, George
Crawford, Victorian ALP Chairman

and leading figure in the Socialist

Left reported on his trip to north Vietmam
to a joint meeting of the La Trobe i
University Labor Club and the local '
Socialist Left branch. Here as elsewhere
Crawiord expressed the opinion that the
antiwar movement should be pressing
for a political settlement of the war , .
i.e, : all US moops and equipment out, ,
withdrawal of support for the Saigon
regime and the setting up of a coalitdon
government in the South,

The last point represents another variation

of the "negotiatons" position rejected n
by the antiwar movement in the past. ?

To call for negotiations of any kind is
to allow the US presence in Indo China :
2 justification when in fact, no such

!
justification exists, The only principled

stand for the antiwar movement 1s to

call for complete and immediate with-

drawal of all US troops and matericl,

and an end to Australian complicity, To

call for immediate withdrawal is to leav r
the question of formation of a government

in the South in the hands of the Vietmmam-

¢se people - which is where it should bs

Amy other stand on.the guestion of negot-

jations admits the "right" of imperialism

to interfere with the running of third

world countries,

MONGOLIA EXISTS 4

The Australian government has recently
agreed to establish diplomatic relations
with the republic of Mongolia in Central
Asia, The government is reported to be
inyvestigating rumours about the existence
of another republic called China believed
to lie somewhere between Vietnam and
Mongolia, It is believed however that the
rumours are being treated with scepticism,
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