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EDITORIAL

CAN WE LET
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e

TETNAT STARD A0 NEW INCREASES IN UNEWPLO

noise of American bombs that day and

| movement in 196§ hnsoy

; AIBhE die p[unglﬂg the Vietmnamese Imnanpoea after ohini it

The air war in Vietnam has reached homeland into mourning, " FOLH‘FE. SECtinm DIJ

| | ? : | < are looking f ta

immense proportions, There are a repor- i ar :
demonstra tion around v

ted 900 fighter-bombers and approximately

Noting again that "Nixon says tl -
: : AL b, <l at. i | 2, U avs Tﬂt t}ll,_
200 B-52's involved in wholesale destruc- y

great powers must set an example and not

U.S. forces out now!n
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tion., The dike system in thg North is
coming under increasing attack by the
U.S. with State Department officials
predicting widespread and destructive
floods.
the dam system itself (constructed over

hundreds of years) but it is clear that any

disaster is being planned in Washington,
The U,S. has been seeding clouds in
North Vietmam to artificially increase
rainfall; they have even refined this sort
of operation with a chemical that prod-
uces what oae scientist called "rain that
had an acidic quality to it and it would
foul up mechenical equipment - like
radars, trucks and tanks," The scientist
did not say what the rain would do to

The U. S, is attempting to blame

let themhselves be drawn into confrontat-

~ ions provoked by small powers, " Nhan Dan

commented: '"Does he want the great

powers to follow the example being set by
the United States in Vietnam? He threatens

other countries so that they will let the

United States have its way, and he denies

them the right to support the victims of
this aggression., This kind of talk is
coming from an.international hooligan, "

111,

Over the past years the International anti-

war movement has been the most effect-
ive support to the Viemamese National
Liberation struggle,

Thus we see

3 45 in 19
ence of conscription aEB’
as the as the prima

itself, in the ¢ .
: urrent

attention from the mPﬁrlﬂd It di

continue our defence of ll;'::ﬁing B
revolution, [In the way th LT
campaigns haye beep buu:
4 movement unable of une
need to involve all Antiwar 5
not. Just those interested in"aq
action"or cnnfrt}ntatinns %

Vir

BY SOL SALBY

“The publication of the government white
paper on the economy combined with the
release of the Consumer Price Index and
Unemployment figures have confirmed
the floundering situation of the Australian
economy. NoO such confirmation was
really necessary but the extra information
is quite useful in further analysing the
situation,

The most significant feature of the treas-
ury's white paper (annual White Paper
on the Australian economy; Common-
wealth Treasury, Canberra, July, 1972)

standard of living of the working class,
it is through the increase In unemploy-
ment that the main prong of the

employers' offensive, becomes effective,

The use of unemployment to, try to
reduce inflation is quite explicitly
stated in the government's document
which states that we can expect to
encounter unemployment for some time
to come: ",,.it appears that a some-
what increased unemployment rate will
not, of itself, significantly slacken the
rate of wage and price increases unless
sustained for a long time,"

The white paper fumished no new inf-

behind,

AS ECONOMIC CRISIS CONTINUES

The situation with job vacancies was no
better, Vacancies decreased by 1,224

or 570 to 24,486, On seasonally ad-
justed fi_ ures unfilled vacancies rose by
616, Four unemployed workers for every
vacant job is the worst ratio for a long
time.

In the past we have pointed out some of
the means used by the government to
try and hide the real dimensions of
unemployment, On this occasion new
methods have become apparent, First
and foremost is the manipulation of the
Rural Unemployment Relief scheme.

inflation figures of 1,19 seem superficially
at least, to be favourable to the employers
in their offensive, For once they se. 4

to be winning the baule, if not the war, .
But the figures of the Consumer Price
Index have been unduly influenced by
temporary falls in the prices of certain
food items, If these items are removed
then the general trend of galloping in- ;
flation seems to be continuing at
approximately the same rate as before .

Economic conditions abroad seem 1o concem
the bourgeois gentlemen of the Treasuny
more than any other factor. They express
some hopes of an improvement ol the

people. Another formul Reilylnkeor el D
5 International response to the mini people who ha‘-"‘;; }::f::e:ln Lt I“““-ﬂ il L Ll U ormation regarding unemployment. Th Th e i dispel the situation, They realise the tremendous
The air war against North Vietnam the *m‘rbeure in }‘EG;L;:.U' = mul'z.mgr o1 North Vietmam and shn Y retumed fo huqdred ﬂ'd s e et el e factual matf:ial cga fi F::i':‘nj'r ’e ] : vife gm"-;mmcpl‘:, ammu? I? :EP{: s impact t! at Nixon's measures of ~.* 15
Anthony Lewis observed in the Jul ’,3 diate Po e ]l exi P oo e T on suggest we sh Sl 30 the gy 52> thmauﬁonal e o Ao s 8 trends which [;' mgle Siﬂiim ' Sl e b had on the economic situation last year,
New ¥ork Times. ™ R e Yy : 2l -..1. ote nti:.i existed for a [':::l”}f Mass-  prooram. B should gin 2 il year in which, while most ;dt.raucl;ed were s ightly clouded in encouraged local_cou,.m:ils to 5];»4:-]1.1. the it ri e suation Juy Ia ._
AUIK L11MES; “esss ategic ive rebuilding of the movement until the Em. - but the Movemeng | & nations of the Western world continued the past. That is, the general tend- money over the first few months of the S5 ey wish Ior no repetition., Theis
bombing of a most thorough and intense complete lack of response from Moscow much in this sphere, REEQHMQM‘- to be plagued by growing inflation and ency of married women and migrants year. This reduced the figures con- nopes of the monetary situation being
km‘f{' S_tmt.: gic bombing is supposedly robbed the situation of urgency and gen- the task of Many governments Cliayg high unemployment. . .The world situat- to be the hardest hit by unemployment, siderably, particularly in March, April stabilised have been quashed by the recen!
desired for use against industrial power, erated illusions about a "peaceful settle Ous resources — what we ,:ﬂuldwml ion has also been reflected In Australia.” Another useful set of statistics concem- and May, which 1o tum complerely floating of sterling by the British auth-
such as Germany in World War 11, What ment" . gl sphere [Exccpt Pﬂrhaps R da hﬁ (my emphasis 55) This is one of the ed the growth of civilian employment: distorted the worsening trend in the orities m_thf_- face of speculative measures,
‘ makes it so noteworthy now is that it is consciences) is totally mﬁi;jgg few clearest statements by the representatives ' 1he numberof wage and salary eamn- economy. Similarly the reduction in SO hreridaligndoolero them:
being used against a largely peasant Another factor in defusing the move Cant, of the employing class of the world-wide ers in ci:.’ihan emplﬁ}'ment.is estimated immigration both as a result of the re- PR ”"‘_'“—‘_C’f the same, ie., continuing
; country with the barest beginnings of was the situation of an e]ictio ’ e Clearly, our main effort on b dimensions of the capitalist crisis, The to have increased by 1.3% in the year duction in assisted passages and changes MBS DY enp el e ipaat intlqsion,
. industrial development, e 1S with o'l sestaiioa S Ly 2L of the Vietmamese muyst coﬂ dehalf "recession” Australia has been experienc- ended April 1971, and 4.4% in the in migrants' employment prospects, |
¥ ihe Gact run;'l_inp i'n ;I - DT ate f‘”ﬂkmg political, Despite all th ?mmhh ing hasn't been unique nor has it been PI'E"-'lcn_':s year." Unlike the unemploy- seryes to hide the real situation. The all The ruling class bas traditionally luid
Most Americans thﬂught it grotesque and This has had angeff _11., -.}r;n‘ocmt:c Parq.-. the antiwar o ised 1ff3 ) caused by the accidental bungling of the ment figures of_tim Department of round attempt to obscure the serious the h]_.::-..- for ]‘.1!!.,:1;I~:~: on th
3 horrifying when General Curtis Le May here as wehll and CGZ“?ﬂ%ntiiﬁlH;Uvun"]th continue its work along the same I B McMahon government, On t.ha. contrary, 1—_23301:1: and‘N:.itmnnI Service, ﬂ'lE.S:.-l‘.'. nature _of the E{obtlcm ca u:‘-:a__‘i the ? [n :r',i'nj-:r o .:-1_--5-.1-_-;-:: :.."-i'k real
0" spoke in 1965 of bombing the North Viet-  elections the antiour, JUTOWD  that haye already Fad such {GtON ' mPloymest in Bhis comny i enly 2 figures fan'tbe manipulated to hide the | Financlal Review's chief economist,  Inflation, such as "defence” s
g ! NATIONAL OFFICE : namese'back into the Stone Age'. But T T 1-war movement is at must all now see the ?:[ Impact, §, total reflection of an international offen-  effects of the decrease in migration and . P. McGuiness to observe ".. the price fixing etc., the Com
i SYA, PO Box 160 something very like that is h-ilppé:‘nin o : movement around th need to rebuild g, . sive by the ruling class against the the variations in the Rural Unemployment  government seems to have made every I.'rr.' d scho D Wil
1 Glebe 2037. right now, " g U e "U. S. Troops O 3 cﬁfuﬂl demayd ¢ working class. The Treasury white Relief scheme, effort to obscure what is happering in strange formulati 1es, |
SWL, PO Box 151 nfortunately the activists in the move- A Ps Out Now ! : paper is quite explicit in outlining . the labour market .." rently t : '
'E_}IFEENEEGE’?- The current offensive of the Saigon pup- sniiti]:liiiimi?s zti;i?l::nf;ﬁd brﬂ?“ i‘hli Lt There should be no further hﬂﬂ'hﬂmh ijmpiaﬁf i Wh';icth f;r;edththe Eﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁnﬁl&;ggzﬁﬁé ::rne The significance of the unemp! nt SR,
: RIS T e state of the an i . Mc on government to e the mea- cance € unempioymen
S, W.L., 5.Y.A,, 139 St, John's Ef;';:?:glﬁ‘i.g:? fsﬂti;':e_mﬂpung e ecapy : w 2 T e o AL 1‘3'“‘1 111: ok N Hrgent. (g sures it h”g taken. These facts over- day an,th? l'ie to one: of the Treasury's situation in Australia lies in its inter- The working - |
Rd. Glebe,2037 Ph 6606672, behind a -curtain of bot;nu;::ts' m%_ie gty ﬂ P R e TR ¥ W S whelmingly reflect a decline in capit- more optimistic stall.:e:ments (the Treasury national context, Almost all the ad- 2 S s S
MELBOUR NE : T e i, ¥ iﬁﬁ_lgcn e - : . g alism on an international scale, a has used the words "a slowly rising wend vanced 1.:.11[_111..11::4 countries have re- Lagi-L e %
S.W.L.,136 Queensberry St. ’ Barrdge Taid dgwn by Lh?i ﬂ’CII;%EF& ind a / - ?_- situation that no government, either of u.namp]u'}'rlnl’mnt that has ﬂl:'l.l}' recently corded a downturn in their :.*cr:-'-.:u: mies . "o
Carlton. 3053. Ph. 3473507. and dozexs of gkt bc:rt}b +5 : - Liberal or Labor, can escape from. flattened out")., The Ju_ne figures showed over the last a'c,:r: l;’_ni':]]'ti\.-icyrl'.f!_u:xl' in | s
S.Y.A., 140 Queensberry St e Output indig ful poi ; sl el ] el Ko S SARETREA S e e At B AED UEN L | Clase militancy
Caxltpnl 3053. Ph 34?35[]?’ ’ €ry an H-ﬂ‘lr‘“fll gunfire, The utput andicators are useinl painters in 2,366 to 99,201, the highest ]ulm figure in Canada and has been increasing in T ey :
AIDEI.J;EIDE: - - dllempt to take Quangtri can only be for gauging the dm'.'nt.l.u'n in the lﬂﬂﬂmlmn Siﬂ?e ._1953, This increase ':Jfﬁ3‘,-,= brings Fr,js.nt‘:E, West Germany, lt.J_l':.' and Japan, :‘h-.';ufl:i G §%n- R
SW.L .S Y'A 287 Rndlle 5t p}:cnpagda_nda purposes, It is clear that there EEDROBAY Industrial “utP;-‘t n tl'_ue registered unemployed to 1, 77% of the Britain has recently reached a record S A TR e e
Adelaide 5000 F’h 234530 “1 '1:1;1;;-;111"]:1: nething remaining to ?;tlpt;:;dmkz?gﬁu fr.fh 13?;‘;“2 eiifi}:zlfl}d emtihmated laboui“ éﬂﬁrtc amrlhcginpares 1:;1.*1.:11 of une:‘tPlg'r!m;]-_mLc*;.;_r_lu*.;; one e W e, bt
. Tk = e, - 4 1 with increases of 2% over the last two million mark. Similarly inflation con- r___'_m_"_ e e e 1
ER!SBA NE: particularly in some major industries years and a decrease of 3% in 1969. tinued to hit these countries. The re- lh ok R AL e
i\g 'l«" S.Y.A.,37 Musgrave St., During the 1968 Tet offensive. 2 US such as iron and steel, motor vehicles After seasonal adjustment, unemploy- sultant decrease in the level of world By D SOV
Ci ;risﬂzlndnuig Ph. 363426 officer aroused world -wide in&igmtion and ﬂc‘n-s‘{ﬂthcl;ic fibres. ment increased by 4,098 to 104, 929, or trade as well as a down swing in Aus-
SY.A, P : when he remarked that a city had bee : 1. 879 of the workforce. Jume was the tralia itself following the end of the (1) The initiation of politica
<X.A,. ¥, 0, Box 26, O'Connor, Fdemo}red in order to save it". Ri o The real cause of unemployment is second consecutive month in which mining boom have led to the crisis we prevent redundancy and layoff,
Ph. 862760 (Jon) Nixon is now applyin LI':; 5; A chard reduction in investment, The reversal unemployment exceeded the hundred are facing at the moment, ;
?%EAA RT: to all Indochina, = A EY of_ Ii_1e extraordinary ﬁxpaflsicn of the th-:*:-usand m.:lr%i, 'md. the r.hird n*fo_mh ) . | (2) Complete bans on overtime.
-1.4,, P,O, Box 1255N G.P.O, mining boom, coupled with a strong this year. With a single insignificant The ruling class has always tried to force
Hobart, 7001 Ph, 252563 (Alban), 1 decline in gross fixed private capital break in April, unemployment has been the working class to carry the burden of {3) Banning individual productiviny
By % ¥ investment, are reflected strongly in steadily increasing since January when "adjustment”. Now the Australian work- deals that result in unemployment
Meanwhile in Moscow and Peking the the Lmempio}'ment figures, [TI-E: total it was ?‘ranly" 90,53? (after adjrz.snncnl inchlass is made to carry the burden of :
for seasonal factors). The worst affected the cut backs in the growth of industrial (4) Guaranteed weekly wage for all,
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1f you oppose the Vietnam War an
d

conscription, if you want & social.

ist Australia, if You support the

&ltggglt for women's liberation,

€ Struggle for national liberation

‘thro world-

L
LA

Td e am gy
e

bweaué:racies gave up all pretense at
responding to the stepped up aggression
the mining harbours , the thrcagned ’
bombing of the dikes, Incredibly for a
few erumbs thrown by Nixon,Brezhney
and Mao grovel and scrape before him,

Massive military aid flows evervwh
il'.mm Mﬂi_ccw and Peking to pr$ upel‘ﬂ
Progressive" regimes such as Pakistan
and lndu: But oxly a trickle finds jts
way to Vietnam, It helps the Viemamese
to hang on but doesn't allow them to wipe
the US planes from the skies - to end e
forever the attacks on their country, And
what sort of "diplomatic" pressure {‘b]ack
;'Tkliﬂ are ?em fine "communists" in
g and Moscow i
Viethamese to? et

Some indication is gi iti
given by criticis

rt.‘lr;at appeared in Nhan Da:f the Org:;

of the North Vi:tmamese Communist

Fart}’ 'I—he W ® W
2 per said in
allusion to the Moscoyw bun:ana Il:iur]; it::aka PF

“It is obvious that in order

dren of the world to be nblefirutzfrngsi %
ndiul;tg.; mgts;iahz:ed and to live in peace, the
imperi:ll' aVe 10 oppose the American
Tel 1515 and not recoll in the face of
e reats. All men of conscience must
distnguish between what is reasonable and

oc i
“asion, during a banquet, "Nixon

:;E;ld of peace for al] pecples, "
o I Dan commented: "The president's
1€ words are being drowned out by the

——

L=

Top; Fleein
Above:

-
4

Bombing Hai phong Harbour

g the bombing in the south Middle:

The Moscow Summit

figure for this item in the March
quarter is 10,6% down on last year's
figure. )

While reduction in output reduces the
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state is once again Western Australia,
where 2.81% of the workforce was un-
employed. South Australia (2.30°%) and
Tasmania (2.24%) followed closely

output in Japan - Australia's prime
market, Forced redundancies form only
one expression of this burden, The other
main form is inflation. The current

) For a shorter working week with

no loss of pay.

(3)

[TH FRIENDS LIKE THESE
WE WOULDN'T NEED
A FUND DRIVE

These people aren't our friends,
Bur like it or not,

either.

Chances are they're not yours
they have the power, they have the

meoney, the courts, the army, the jails,
They also have the press. Daily papers, weekly papers, monthly

magazines, annuals, books,
There is the alternative press, though.

Its rescurces are not based

on the money-power of the capitalists, but on the enthusiasm

and generosity of its supporters, people with ordinary incomes,
That doesn't dininish its need for money in any way because there
nothing in this world that the capitalists haven't put a price tag on.
The socialist movement aims to change this state of affairs, but

this can't be done overnight.

It involves the building of a mass

movement, a task that is going to take a lot of time and a lot ol

money.
press, yet it is one of the

The indispensable weapon of the socialist movenient is ils

most costly,

You can help in an important way by making a contribution to the

Rirect Actiopn Fund Drive.

Recently, we've moved into offices in Glebe in Sydney.

made the new fortnightly

This has

Direct Action possible, But we need

money to properly equip our offices and pay the landlord. That's
why we're having our Fund Drive for §2, 000 by December. That's
our most ambitious drive yet, but we need it and think we can get

there — with your help.

Send us your money and we'll put it to work for the bigger, better,
more frequent Direct Action that you want, the Diregt Action that

the radicalisation needs.

I enclose $1....., 52....l

510¢|i|| Qﬂll

B $3'l|l|i¢, 54
- owy ssuii!l‘i,

-"Mm?s;"'“'“”--...-..,.,, Fumhhedh?.lh’nPer-: 139 ey
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Send donations to Direct Action P,O, Box 131, Glebe, 2037,
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Victorian teachers are presently confron-

ted with a severe challenge to their

democratic rights and political freedoms

wough the Education Department's act-
ions in victimising dissident teachers.

Two recent cases in particular reflect the
need for avigorous and uniled response in

arder to prevent further repression,
HTemporary"” teachers at Coburg and

Brunswick High Schools in Milbourne were

dismissed without warning and without
any clear reasons being given., The
teacher at Brunswick, Ron Livingstone
was later transferred to another school on
"good behaviour” instead, The ostens-
ible reason for dismissal in both cases
was refusal to be inspected. This refusal
was made in accordance with union (the
VSTA - Victorian Secondary: Teachers
Association) opposition to the repress-
ive system-

At this level alone, the victimisation
was intolerable to fellow teachers. Eight
teachers at Coburg and 33 at Brunswick
High School went out on an indefinite
strike, First Coburg and now Brunswick
teachers have been forced to go back
(after over 2 months on strike), The
Department has been forced to make some
some concessions on future cases of dis-
missal of temporary teachers, However,
the lack of a united campaign around the
victimisation issue has meant that the
two teachers have not been reinstated and
the Department's power has not been

effectively challenged, It is essential
to look at the lessons of this experience
for the future.

The immediate issue raised, that of
victimisation of teachers carrying out

o

(At the Pram Factory, 325 Drummond
347.7493, Season to

:he Pﬁn‘ilFacmry, a ramshackle two

orey collection of rooms opposite the
Carlton cop shop, A
the Australian Performing Group, At one

time for one brief hectic »
Clic Easter 17
4mon A 71

i5 the headquarters of

the masks, dummies and o
the ptrical pﬁruphe;mlia SYA held i:.'sher

#econd naticnal conference , |, but

that's another story,

At present, where al} good bolshe viks

2 . .
Ohce $tood, 2 mixed audience is treated

10 the APG's latest Ccreation

. ; The Comp-
| ulsoy Century. (By Bill and Torm T T
2 nt playwright

- John Romeril),
;;ld it's pot bad, being a critique of t.’;\m

Tﬂl’iﬂn Education System, a run down
©a its history and the why of its compul-

b #ion, plus 3 few projections on something

Ber, During what amounts to
a theat-
fical evening rather than the one s::ra?ght

Jose Clemente Orozco; Stillborn Educatinn{'wﬂ]

Review: The
By Dave Riley

Teachers Strike Over
ViCtimlSI'lthﬂ By Jim Mcliroy

their union policy should have brought
a massive response from all other teach-
ers and from the VSTA executive even
if merely in terms of self defence, A
union which cannot effectively defend
members carrying out its policy lays
itself open to further attacks
But the need for full solidarity in this
situation raises questions about the degree
and pature of union consclousness amongsl
teachers., Problems are created by the
transitional position of teachers. They
are neither the middle class independent
"professionals" they aspire to be (as this
case of bureaucratic control demonstrates)
nor are they fully intellectual - workers
with a consciousness of the absolute
necessity for strong, united action in
support of the principle that no individual
should be penalised for carrying out a
collectively decided union policy. The
lack of a united, resolute response re-
flects the backward ideas of many teachers
but also the vacillation of the VSTA
leadership, They are obviously reluctant
to call for strong action through fear it
would only further divide their member -
ship. But this partly reflects the past
policies followed by the leadership and
their perspectives, Encapsulated by their
'professional' ideology they have pushed
the dubious issue of "tribunal reform"
continually but without success, and now
they find they cannot rely on membership
support for any strike action,

"Tribunal reform" is a false issue because
it obscures the fact that any official
tribunal is going to be hcﬁhe to the
essential interests of teachers. The whole
history of the Australian labour movements

PIECE we are taken to Drummond Street
Schm‘}li- run by that master of the mode ry
educational system, Headmaster John
Jackson Ainsworth - a5 it prepares for

the centenary celebrations to be held
within its environs, It's to be a boon for
Drummond Street, especially in the
Department's eyes, so everyone's keyed
up, It's through the ce ntenary pageant
that we are taken back to the Education
Act of 1872 and to the various commiss-
10ns of enquiry that followed, and “1:-
amongst the teachers that we. are taken
t:hmugljs much of the present polemic in
education from arch conservatism to
'isg;r:;*cf the most recent revolutionary
None of this comes out as sterile debate -
not even when the audience takes over -
and in the main, the clash of ideas and
personalities (stereotypes from most
schools?) is extremely funny, ;

Even with the comedy the APG outlines
much of what it intends v ith the 'Iradu'
ion, (Or rather more through the L‘I{-_'II' :-J‘_'t‘
than anything else, ) ! S

Century is a three
" ; u ] =
point submission: 1) Schools 3 they d:f:l

Compulsory Century

was only the vigorg |
wick HS tea clm%s m':r::ll“ S
ented Ron Livingstone fr
sack as Peter D‘Hnnenian
Thlg; Brunswick teachers
colleagues initially) 4
by visitmgbsﬂrer sgﬁﬂﬂi‘vil%d thefy

Yes “li_

teachers about the s O speak 1o
: BAt to
schools had gone oyt i"";"l::n, Hm“,
tactic of Propaganda coul pl:;“l thll- !
B ‘i spread into all schools and vee LEQ
dealings with the arbitration system proves gederally, the copye
this, At the moment when Australian WN
workers are fighting to defeat a legal % %4
system which is being used increasingly :;T;L m;te%ru?“?ﬂ.c:{ teacherg haye .
against their very right to strike (through p:iigr; has b:;:ﬁdlll\:e hl; d an,l:'?'-:

I c | nci AWS 2LC F': J 22 C ",'i{' i - . O3 L4 ™
[’I x .]J‘I. \ tc), the I.J. h.{.I "_I rad fault of thei rs ( ﬁﬂult}z due h%
ership directs teachers to seek an "inde- ot vlass X ). But in any futyre b
pendent” tribunal as a solution to their mu;:cﬁn:}fntm;i: u‘*le VSTA leade b,

- 1edlate ¥ fﬂl‘ted to "ﬂp A
|

problems!

Teachers must become aware that their
interests are irreconcilably opposed to
those of the government, the education

Initinll}-, the executiye must be
to put into practice, for exXample o

wide, week long strike, as AN
by a Western Region .

bureaucrats and the employers who stand VSTA .

; i Only wi o' THasy megg
behind them, The present victimisation ct}r ‘:l? action like this Can teac&
in Victoria (with the use of the Crimes protect themselves from 1ﬁtimld'a
Act against teachers in NSW) show that N

It is essential to build 1
the present perspcctiwsr:;fal{ﬁfﬁ"“ﬂf :
Ic:_xc_iers]up. This must be based 5'!"4 :
nwl{ztancy, 4 consciousness of e 'I:I-i‘
social problems, a dt:mncratis:é&r |
union structures and united actj
other teachers, students Pargnun‘ A
trade unions, As part c; this b
new rank and file b

fight for these p-::mpeﬁg{ri:?;: be;n[
Teacher Action, is now bein ublic
pressing for defence of x-ictiflil;.,d -
teanlchers, assessing the hiStQ[}r nfyﬂi:.;
acton, proposing 3 popular cam ""‘E{
?rcmhd composite fees, and ca] Pﬂh
eacher support for the natio
sErlke on September 20, Cu;?::?ﬂ?!-'
distributed to a large number of seb L
and donations, further contributions g8 |

teachers are just as’open to punitive act-
ion a5 other employees. Teachers interests
in struggling against capitalism are ident-
ical with other workers, But an additional
factor is the inherently political character
of education - the fact that It deals with
ideas in the daily interchange of teachers
and students. In the present period of stu-
dent unrest in many schools, strong
reaction is building up against "progressive"
education methods and the increased
emphasis on involvement in real social
problems inside and outside the classroom.
Certainly in the case at Coburg H. S., a
clear example of political victimisation
was involved.

IET

The intention is to intimidate teachers
especially "temporaries" who have no
rights, into political quiescence, This
must not succeed , The limited response
of the VSTA executive shows that their
promotion of autonomy as a "professional"
goal is hollow when the question of a
teacher's right to be radical is involved.:lIt

contacts will be invited,

By building a strong pro gressive unjos
teachers can make a leading contripeie
towards fundamental changes in gﬂgﬂh
and in society in general, <

(7% 7] High School Rights

7% Campaign Gains Pa

'I'hle campaign to organise a national high school students® "{%
strike on September 20 is off the ground in Sydney and )
Melbourne, %

To organise the campaign in Sydney a coalition (The A
Eqi_llc;tlin fzctmg Group) has been formed, Its next meeting
Will be held on Saturday August 5 at 7.00 p. m. at th &l
Boilermakers Hall, 1o 3 i

232 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. ALK Py
(e c Ye h ;ﬁ. _
scl?oa]_students are invited to this meding’ which will set .
Euldch;:es for the campaign's activity in the weeks |Eﬂdingf!:-_'-
the action on September 20,

3

. 5o

:
i

-

This meeling is important, as its success would ensure a stosgh
base for this campaign for student rights, Already in some
schools, students have been coliecting names of people =
i.mcres%ed in the campaign, In this way, by knowing the ,
campailgn supporters within each school, activists at these" %
schools can keep others up to date on what's going on. G
Students should try to start activities like these within theif ¥

own schools, but most importantly should come to this next i
campalgn meeting on Saturday August 5 at 7,00 p.m, tohsg
reports from other schools, and discuss building this studentss
rights campaign, =

For any further information ring Dennis on 42-5007,

TR, W et T R L R

In I‘t‘[elb‘u}u.rm: the action is being called by the Education
Acl_l on Group, largely responsible for the recent successiul
dction involving 3, 000 students. Support for the action i§
oeing sought from the Victorian Secondary Students Unioms
The Melbourne group can be contacted through EAG, FO
Box 130, Carlton 3053,

T

Although The Compulsory Centufy .
geared to and reflects the current (&8
discontent within the Victorian thilﬂ :
Department (e, g. see Direct Actian P
"Teacher Militancy"), indeed IEISES

| left of that discontent, it fails i
limited recourse to look at the SUSE
who are taught there, For instantsy

now ‘--LFT-_.',-iﬂifi.:d and conducted are author-
itarian institutions that teach submission
to authority and propagate the idea that
people hay:

i Vo to be organized into hier-

archles of age, privilege, power and role,
2) While we retain an expensive schoo
system, schools will, continue to hold
an almost complete monopoly on what

sively by broad rank and file % e 1_""

the community will acce pt as education the season began Melbourne's S€&

3) __“u'.' school system has become the high school demo brought 310".‘:’. os
chief me 1ns ol sorting P x"|'|- into their the strec =, ind the ‘J”IY reflection
permanent social roles, mainly through that in the production is a SEries .

slides projected during interval . ;jn'.;ﬂ'
i . b = L]

photographs of the lirst demonstrs

at Drumma

[EH_' Fl!lit'—'.-t_-r\.'iru*-'_l certific 1tio
illll.

|
y Jol

selecton process,

i -“ 15 1071 open

and equal facilities for sel| education And the student body
and an end to compulsory schoc ling. Street (which is male, female @8 0
singul ir) 15 used more ””'—”JEI] thead Y
Su]-"F‘j-':-i=-'i1': like that are ¢ 1oughn o convenience than for any |J[gcl'm'!‘
divide an audience on most nights espec- J o
““:f when the staff at Drummond Hﬂlu_-rl 'Century is Staff Room debate; but 18 3
retlect the outlook of the many teacher Vicioria what St ff Room debate rrEﬂE
that have come to the produ 'f And is turning many chers into mihm'n{:'l
when the floor is opened for a debats . and In this issue of Direct Action there * 3
the Staff Room i newhat enlarged WITt on one ol Lm“m the i;..‘.Tﬂ

(I really like that
.

AIN A

» OVER
strikes here, Teachers are OO th]t Tﬂ
and The {_-\:'\_"'I'IJ|=-UJ:"I_"1_1" C‘C“lufhr ‘lb}r

this,

the [I*JJL_‘J::h continues.

RRIATES
]n_..-ll.l_b up a perie

audience can have it out with the

WHITLAM'S ROAD TO SOCIALISM
-CAPITALISM,

Speaking in the Kew Ciry Hall, Melb-
ourne on July 25th, ALP federal leader
Whitlam outlined the changes which
would occur under a Labor govermment,
He spoke of immediate implementation
of a process of reconstruction and reform.

He also said:"Few modem socialist woulds

now maintain that nationalisation is the
sole, or most effective, method of ach-
ieving democratic socialist objectives.”
On the other hand no socialist can demy

RO N

i The Abori

» By John Coleman

The Aboriginal Embassy, consisting of
tents erected on the lawn ocutside Par-
liament House in Canberra, has become
a symbol of the oppression of blacks in
this country and of the determination of
increasing numbers of them to struggle
for better conditions and an end to their
oppression,

Attempts to move the first nationally
focused peaceful protest by the *
Aborigines failed dismally while Par-
liament was sitting. The Aborigines
had successfully lobbied Labor Party
politicians and received assurances of
land rights from party leader Whitlam,

On July 14 the second major national
focus of protest by blacks and their white
supporters took place with demonstrat-
lons in most major cities demanding

land rights and against repression and dis-
crimination of blacks. The thousands
that marched, indicated the growing
impact of the black movement and
pointed the way forward to the possibility
of building 2 massive movement in the
future,

The Liberal Government's counter to
these clear indications of black
militancy was an ordinance that would
be made effectively legal as soon as it
was gazetted, without recourse to Par-
liamentary procedure. Representatations
were made to the ACT Advisory Council,

- : *
7 s
.

people despite the intensified bombing,
the mining of the harbours and the bom-
bing of the dykes, A film was shown
outlining details of some of the anti -

ginal Embassy

to support the specially drafted ordinance,
and give a semblance of consensus to the
overnment's action, This move ended
failure when the Council rejected the
ordinance, The government found further
unexpected dissent within its own party
#hen Neville Bonner, a part Aboriginal
Liberal Senator, threatened to cross the
floor if the ordinance was not debated in
the Senate before it became operative,

The SEATO Conference passed, its main
venue previously planned for Parliament
House, changed to the Canberra Theatre
specifically because overseas attention
would be focused on the plight of the
Aborigines, through the presence of the
Embassy, by foreign pressmen covering
the decaying throes of this imperialist
alliance,

Similar embarrassment, caused by Aus-
tralia's ruling class' racist policies to-
ward the black people, could not be
risked again. The Commonwealth Prime
Ministers Conference is to be held in
Canberra in the next few months, So
the ordinance came into effect on July 19
after Parliament adjourned.

On July 20 at 11,00 a,m,. about 70
Aborigines and their supporters faced 150
ACT police. Police tore down the Em-
bassy and violently removed people
surrounding the main tent. Meanwhile
in the national Parliament opposite,
some of those responsible for this vicious
violation of the black people's peaceful
protest, and the right of people in Aus-
tralia ro protest outside their national
Parliament, watched from the balconies,
Eight people were arrested including five
Abcrigines,

Widespread indignation erupted from the
black community, resulting in busloads
and cars of Aborigines from Brisbane,
Sydney, Cowra and Wollongong coming
to Canberra. About 100 Aborigines and
supporters marched through Canberra
streets on Saturday July 22 and held a
rally in the city centre.

Discussions were held with senior police
officials and Aborigines over the brutal
police actions towards those at the Em-
bassy on Thursday, and remarks made
intended to intimidate individuals if
they did not leaye Canberra.

An injunction against the government for
removing the Embassy was to be heard in

Cver 300 police emerged from beside
Parliament House and punched and
kicked demonstrators defending the tent,
An 18 year old girl had her head kicked,
glasses broken and her stomach stood on
and was taken to hospital; Paul Coe, an
aboriginal law student was beaten un-
conscious and taken to hospital, In all,
eight people were taken to hospital and
numerous others sustained cuts and
bruises; five police went to hospital -
two for knuckle lacerations, assaulted
by demonstrators' teeth, one for a
sprained shoulder, assaulted by a
demonstrator's head, Altogether 18
people were arrested. A number were

bashed by police in the cells,

For 200 years the black people have been
the most oppressed part of Australian
society. Asa policy of genocide on the
part of the white ruling class was intro-
duced here, they were segregated on
reserves and completely wiped out in
Tasmania, They didn't completely die
out and as their labour became necessary
to large pastoral properties, a policy of
"assimilation" was adopted.

Despite Aborigines' high infant mortality
rate, the highest in the world, despite
the ravages of European introduced
diseases, especially European intreduced
fly, the aboriginal population is increa-
ing faster than the European population,
Unfortunately for the government, the
Aborigines are becoming a more effect-
ive force in presenting their claims,

court on July 25 and a decision was made

to re-erect the main tent on Sunday

July 23,

On Sunday July 23, 150 people, predom-

inantly blacks , marched to Parliament
House, The marchers erected the tent
opposite Parliament House,

to apologise for their abandonment of
mass action perspectives by saying that
their scheme did not preclude the poss-
ibility of mass action as well, Howewver
activists in the anti-war movement know
that a major problem has always been the
availability of resources necessary to
mobilise large numbers of people. If the
anti-war movement is to devote its
energies to a charity effort which will ot
necessity be insignificant, mass action

personnel weapons currently being dropped "as well" will be impossible, If anyone

on Vietnam by the United States, Several
such films were brought back by the
delegation,

During the meeting Mcleod said that it
was necessary for the anti-war movement
to do more to support the struggle in
Vietnam than it had been doing recently:
and few people would have disagreed

that nationalisation of industry and finan- with that, However, then Mcleod tvent

clal institutions under workers control is a

necessary step for the achievement of
socialism and it is the duty of the ALF
as the party of the working class to lead
this process.

By soft pedaling on the issue of national-
isation Whitlam does no service to the
socialist movement, except 1O expose
himself and the present ALP leadership
as servants of capitalism rather than the
working class,

ANTI-WAR DELEGATION "REPORT

BACK" FROM HANOI.

Recently two members of the anti-war
delegation to Hanof reported back 1o a
meeting of about 150 people in Sydoey.

lhe two delegates were Harry van Moaorst

of RAMand Ken McLeod of AICD, The
reports were largely concerned with the
unbroker morale of the Vietnamese

on to cutlinewhat he meant by "more".
He did pot mean that the anti-war move-
ment should reactivate itself around the

doubts that any contribution in terms of
medical or financial aid from the

movement would be insignificant, they
should consider the fact that the largest
charity organisation in this country col-
lects $4 million per year, China contri-

butes around $75 million to Vietnam - and
and even that is a mere drop in the bucket

Any medical aid which the Australian
anti-war movement can raise will provide
relief for a tiny few of the victims of the
United States agression,

The aim of the anti-war movement must

unfulfilled demands of the old Moratorium remain the ending of the war, The

movement; that thousands of people
should be mobilised in the streets to de-
mand the withdrawal of US troops and an
end to Australian complicity in the war,
He meant that the anti-war movement
should ignore the fact that the war is
politically motivated and that only
political action will end it, He urged
the anti-war movement to consider
turning itself into a collecting agency to
gather funds to send medical aid to
Vietnam. Such a propesal, involves a
complete abandonment of any clear
perspective for struggling against the
war and acceptance of the view that the
war is a more or less permanent fact of
life about which nothing can be done
except to patch up a few of its victims,

Both McLeod and van Moorst attempted

achievement of that aim will eliminate
the cause of the suffering of the Viemam
ese people, The failure to achieve that
aim will ultimately mean the destruction
of the Vietmamese revolution and the
enormous sacrifices of the Vietnamese
will have achieved nothing, The most
concrete aid which the Australian anti-
war movement can give to the Viemam-
ese revolution at the present time is to
maintain remorseless pressure on the
government to end Australian complicity
and through solidarity with the anti-war
movement in the United States and world-
wide force the imperialists to end their

aggression.
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS VICTIMISED.,

Students from Fort Street Boys' High School SYA candidates scored 5.5% of

he govern-
The gover
ment's reaction was massive repression,

More oppression to stifle protest is the
answer of the Australian ruling ¢l
The Gurindjis' protest on Wave Hi
Station against the Vestey!' :
had embarrassing implications for
capitalist companics using aborigina
tribal grounds ! | i

ind ]'..'.l'.'['-:""'.:l PUrpascs,
land rights made during the Yirrka
land rights case were rejected |
courts, though Maoris and Indians
Americ h [ | 4 I !l i 5

l '.;f,

Inte tional publicity Lk
Embassy , & symb I aborigina
demands [o1 | rigl | i
mination of the Ffai .

effective that repress)

AnSwer, Juppressi rst 1
through bureauc - i
having lailed, tl olice |

0 1 1 borig 1

.r-:.'—ll\". I'n.'w.'ar ! i I.'-.I- I.j‘.!_;:.' i e =!.-\. 1 L
the ruling class has sulfened bl
militancy and moved it oy

direct action, Support came Irom wor
students, trade unicnist d s

from all types of occuyj g

iction on July 30,

in Sydney recently went on strike

of an attempt by the school

to force students te comply

rules regarding hair length., Asa

six students have been suspended. Such
victimisations are occurring maore
frequently, a5 sult stude nis i

ing increasingly ready to struggle

such issues. Students in Brisbane,
Melbourne and Sydney are planning a
strike and demonstration on September 20
as part of an ongoing campaign agains!
the bureaucracies which presently control
the schools,

SOCIALISTS Ptr.’}LL WELL IN SYDNEY
UNIVERSITY ELECTIONS,

d e

Running for the first time on Sydney
campus, S.Y.A. candidates had one
member of the slate of five elected Lo
the Students Representative Council,

In the electorate of Men/Medicine, Ray
Slobodniuk and Phil Jeans scored 187: of
the vote, in the Men/Science electorale
Rod Conder polled 147 and in Arts
Women, Debby Payne and Mandy Wigley
polied 28%. Mandy Wigley was elected
as 4 representative,

Unlike most other left candidates, the
SYA slate ran on a full socialist program
including demands for free contraception,
free 24 hour child care centres, support
for the anti-war movement, special place
for black people, freedom of political
activity on campus and an end to links
between big business and the university,
CPA candidates in particular chose to be
elected on welfare issues rather than
attempting to put their politics before
the students, The figures on Sydoey
Campus compare favourably with cur
first showing on the University of New

South Wales campus two years ag:when
vote.




The fight of women to gain control over
our bodies is anexplosive and central
part of the feminist struggle. The fight

to control cur own bodies is the first step

to controlling our entire lives. Laws
restricting the right to abortion; the
Juxury tax {2?-{1«':&; placed on contracep-
tives are an important underpinning of
the slave mentality which this society
Lmpases on women

. The right of women to control tifeir own
b reproductive lives could easily be provi-
4 ded by the advanced technology of this
. society, yet the female population
is sentenced to a life of forced breeding
or to suffer the consequences of social
stigma, psychological and physical
maiming or death., Throughout history
courageous women have stood up alone
and fought against barbaric laws that
restrict the right of women to control
g their own bodies, One such woman was
E: Margaret Sanger,

Margaret was bom in 1883, [n her early
teens she studied to be a nurse in New
York City. Through her profession the
plight of women became more and more
apparent to her., Mothers would confront
her, begging for knowledge on "how not
to have another baby", One after
another came through with miscarriages,
painful births, and haemomhaging from
abortions. The doctors and nurses sup-
d it was not "their business or any-
ody's business; it was just 'natural’."

2

Radicalism in manners, art, industry,
morals and politics was on the rise and
kB 4n era of new consciousness began, Das
3 Kapital had been translated into English;
£ © lincoln Steffans had published The Shame
4 of the Cities; the IWW was organised,
The Sanger's living room became a meet-
ing place for socialists, anarchists,
organisers, including Big Bill Heywood,
Jessie Ashly, Jack Reed, Alexander
Berkman, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, and
Emma Goldman, Almost without know-
ing it you became a comrade, Margaret
Sanger later joined the Socialist Party,
It became her job to recruit working-
class women, Here again she was con-
fronted with the painful position of
women who suffered biological subsery-
lence to men. She began to write 2
column for the socialist magazine Call
entitled "What Every Girl Should Know, "
One column dealt with sex-education
especially for daughters, It was censored
by the printer,

In the mid - 1800's, advertisements for

. Various contraceptive "powders and pills"

~ could be tound in most American news—

. papers. In 1873, however, the Vice

- Society, under the zealous leadership of

Anthony C pushed a bill

o ﬁt;'mmuwhich ia:ﬁﬂed birth control

. on as obscene and pomn hic,

- The law prohibited doctors gmog:u]:ag

. patients birth control information ever

- when their health was seriously in danger,

It also prohibited the sending of birth

- control information through the mail,
.-r__&am_-‘iﬁ?a on, the medical profession was

- compelled to bootleg advanced scient-

thought in the area of birth control,

T 1

all costs, one must maintain
_‘E‘: B -ﬁ_s:-‘i___d:, If one perpetuate:z slu::em-
o .ppliﬁmifﬁaﬁzmia then the only thing
main 1o retire and ob
tnlli.ng s serve the

by in regard to the comin Novembe
FoRtons, To this épd it hasgb_een decr;ed
L B0 issue must be rajsed which could
the chances of an ALP .
must be followed which |
supposed electoral gains,
ide has sent the ALP leadership
' ﬁlﬁﬂ_{:ﬂ :tulpor, where fear of
__g-poliﬁen waters has resulted
o omise, back-sliding and betrayal,
I}Enﬂq:he cal sterility
ddership succeeded in alienatin
working class interests, w!%ile
; SXE€rt pressure upon, or Create
o EDge Lo the present poiit:lcai system,
- ! tons and strikes, which
Ve kb the past succeeded in building
PPort for labor, are regarded by the
SEINEP 35 actions to be avoided,
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THE FIGHT FOR VOLUNTARY MOTHERHOQ]

The Contribution of Margaret Sanger By Jenny Ferguson

The catholic church combined forces purchase more advanced methoc
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Is and arrested, Margaret ga e

with the state to keep birth control from securities, Three months later, M-;”'E”‘:t where she studied the ;:Hii 30 -
spreading, particularly among the masses was called to the woman's aid again, but of women inmates and tm ¥ bag
who needed it most, Margaret Sanger this time her abortion was fatal, That control, €Clured
was to fight not only the church and the night was a turning point for Margaret

state, but also their propaganda arm, the -T‘1~'--"iJI.-I'f‘: 1 night of hallucinations: : After another visit to

press, in order to achieve "a conscious babies., naked and hungry.. wrapped in tigated more advanced con

and voluntary motherhood, " which she ni
saw as self-determination for women, old
pushed into grey and fetid cellar
As a nurse working in New York City's
lower east side, Margaret saw destitution
linked with child-bearing, women whose
"bodies were destined to be thrown on the
scrap heap before they were 35", In 1912
she was called to a lower east side tene-
ment to treat a young woman who had
tried to abort herself, Working day and
night Margaret and a doctor managed to
save the woman's life, The doctor
warned her not to "get caught"again, She
pleaded with Margaret to tell her "the
secret"; at that time the only secret was
continence, withdrawal, or money to

coffins,

interminably passing. .
renounced nursing, knowing she,

alive. , "I was finished with palli:
and superficial cures:

whose miseries were as vast as th

with her children to Ametrica whe
decided to publish a woman's ma

and roused to mutiny," [ wanted
woman to be a rebel ,
merely a washboard and one song

all her potentialities,

ment,

The first issue of '"Woman Rebel!

stock Law,

fight for freedom of speech. She

that time. It was finally publishe

She had been refused time to prep
her case which was a political one

and the time was ripe for a birth ¢
clinie,
anised as the public school system
definite:

information to aoyone for a
gz, ! Iy’ reas
This did not discourage Margaret:

L0 protect women from ill health 2

section of New York, a line of 150

Margaret Sanger (1893 — 1966) leaving
court after arraignment in 1917,

THE

far_ﬂ'rmﬂm_i_ng! children everywhere
clnic was raided six months later,

RIGHT TO A

eting the Victorian Branch’s ‘Conscience’ By Leitha Nilsen

would undermine the status uo
becﬁfne the “enfant l:f:rrﬂ:-]eE of t;tﬂ-iﬂﬂ
political platform, The Victorian Branch
of the ALP has vacillated wildly on the
subject, In 1968, the Victorian State
Conference formulated a policy which
stated that a registered medical practioner
could terminate a Pregnancy on the
I_u]lowmg grounds - preservation of the
om - ™ e

mother, rape, or mental or physica
abnormality of the child.,

members voting according to consc
on the issue of abortion law reform,
Measure almed at neutralizing this
election issue. In June of thi;'.-:}ﬂ
Holding leade rship of the Victorian
took further SLEps 1O suppress this qu
by removing

o

law reform from the igenda of the

A meeting of the Health and Welfare to organize an independent mass MAVES
F"}ht}; ‘-".I""'-H—"l-'}llf}' in Melbourne on ‘_"||_;.|1_1..-.,r ment around the issue which “i” fores
]Lml-': 15, merely echoed past ALP policy 2 the government, present or fUELE) to
TIns assembly was to formulate resolut. s-x-tu;'.-l the abortion laws, The demd
10ns to present to a Health and W elfare for the repeal of abortion laws must
_ policy committee, which will meet fought for in the coming clection Pﬂ'i !
. : early In August , In a deliberate atte 1pt [he right of abortion represents the
w 3 to stifle discussion on the abortio xml' tiret "“"!‘ on the road to the ljbcr;ltimof
8@9 oy the actual meeting not publicized ; women in our society, The Jlm]iti':'f] <
TR g o ; dmongst the rank and file of the Al P, existing laws is essential and the buil
November 20 Abortion Action: Melbourne with the result that only 3 pproximately of a movement to force this a pressing

Lh]..rt‘;’ H'EL'III{"{.{Za atl |_'|:._".,'.|§_‘
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wipapers to keep them from the cold, ,
in concentrated wretchedness, . .

black c offins, white 1"L"ffj‘,jl:-.’ white

not go back merely to keeping people

I was resolved to
seek out the root of evil, to do some-
thing to change the destiny of mothers

After spending three months in France
with her husband and children she returned
2re she

She believed women had to be "made
aware of how they were being shackled,

was she to be

Surely she should be allowed to develop
Feminists were
trying to free her from the new economic
ideclogy but were doing nothing to free
her from the true cause of her enslave-

published in March, 1914, with the
slogan "No Gods, No Masters." The
publication was barred under the Com-
At that time she visualised
the birth control movement as part of the

founded a National Birth Control League
and tried to get her pamphlet "Family
Limitation'" published, She had great
difficulty finding a publisher for the
pamphlet which dealt explicitly with

the contraceptive techniques known at
1914, but then she was under arrest for
continuing to send Woman Rebel through

the mails, Indicted on seven counts, she
left the country on the eve of her trial.

enclosed a copy of "Family Limitation"
in her letter to the judge, explaining she
would stand trial when she returned.

In 1915 Margaret returned from Europe
She wanted clinics as well org-

the law on the New York statutes was
no one could give contraceptive
wanted the interpretation to be broadened
result of excessive childbearing, and
equally lmportant, to have the right to
control their own destinies, " When the
clinic was opened in the Brownsville

extended half-way around the block on the

aret, her sister and two nurses being

life, mental or physical health of the

At a Federal Conference in 1971, the
Party recommended that it should take
4 non-party attitude, with individu

ds 4n

£l I.II'

g the discussion of abortion

Conference Session of the State Cou

methods which
In 1921 she was back
s . ning a town hall meegn
"Birth Control: [s i‘::elfdlgfarzt-:'
She of the meeting the police shyt qu
could hall, on the orders of the i
bishop. Ma rgaret insiaxtnmi‘;|,::lthﬂll"&j 1
arrested. She exposed the l!mmI -
the catholic ehurch and the o he |
at i]er trial, and the intellf Pﬂum‘ :
up In arms because thejr cnﬁg e
rights were being denied! Ty, -
articles on birth control l.;e 5 ﬁm
Popular magazines, A Birthgén U
Conference was busted sogn E?nl:m[
Margaret was 4gain arrested 5

itive
eshy.e

gazine, E
In 1923 shewopened a C]
Bufeuu to do advanced nﬁijﬁifg
scientific studies on COntrace u“ﬁ"
worked fﬂnatircall}r at this t,in»f:-: x'
legislation repealing the Cnmtwmﬁ
For years on end bills were introd ap
killed in Congress, In 1926 she “ﬂiﬁ
"Happiness in Marriage'. jn 192 m
"Motherhood in Bondage' both ditey
at working -class dudiences, Meg ﬂﬁl
the monied classes were practjsingn;'iia%" -
control, and so were the le gislators iy
was opposed the bills, In 1928, Margamt
up rThe Mational Committee on F. o
Legislaton for Birth Control to facili
public education, Meanwhile clini;h
were being established all ayer the
In 1932 Margaret Sanger received s
medal on behalf of the American Women
Association., In her dcceptance spesch
she said it was a new experience for hes

10 receive a medal instead of the usm)
police warrant,
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The battle of Margaret Sanger for the
right of women to control their bodies
still remains one of our major battles
today. Women are slowly asserting theis
right to decide, but we still have g loag
Way to go. The fact is that politiciams
are committed to maintaining this system with
. She all of its manifold aspects of n];rpmdu
of women, and still "'re presenting® womes
speaking for women, are trying fo tells
what is good for us, Bacause of this, ow
goals have beeén distorted or hidden from |
masses of women and men in this cousty,
Most people still do not know what the
women's liberation movement actually
stands for in regard to abortion - the
movement supports complete repeal of
abortion laws, free abortion on demasd,
on, no forced sterilisation, free safe contn-
oY ception, an end to restrictive laws pre-
venting the advertising of birth contrl
information, and the right of women o
control our own bodies,

d in

ontrol

y but

s the

We have to build a mass movement of
women fighting in the interests of womes
for these demands, We must reach oit
to masses of women with these ideasas
demonstrate through action the powerst l
women to win these demands when we
unite in struggle, :

BORTION

women

= 1he

Marg-
r

A picket calling for the repeal of cred
I abortion laws, had been UTE-‘“iEd fox
Assembly meeting by groups fa vouring
repeal of the abortion laws ilh:]l.l{li!'-'i"'h
Women's liberation movement, the
Socialist Youth Alliance and the A

1l Law Reform Association, The F"“'h']'m"t
received good TV coyerage and despite
a all attempts by the ALP leadership &
stifle discussion a clear resolution Was
passed ca Hiug for the I‘l.‘.pC:l] of all a
tion laws,
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ALP
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The example of the Victorian Br-ﬂ“d’l >
of the ALP indicates the futility ol 12 1!"t
ing upon reform from within the P‘t"zl
political system, It indicates the nee
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A Change in IRA Policy?

It was the public reaction 1o the executlon of nineteen-
year-old Willlam James Best, who was shot as a spy
May 19 by the Official Irish Republican Army unit in
Derry, that apparently led the national leadership of the
revolutionary organization to announce May 29 that it
was suspending armed offensive operations in Ulster.

The IRA said that it was taking this step in response
to an appeal from the executive of the Republican Clubs
in Northern Ireland, the political organization of the
movement in the area. The statement. quoted in the May
30 New York Times, said:

"The executive proposed to the L R A. that In view of
the growing danger of sectarian confliet the LR A
should immediately suspend all armed military actions.”
The announcement continued: "The LR. A has agreed
lo this proposal, reserving only the right of self-defense”

Since the Officlal IRA has stressed repeatedly that It
was following a defensive strategy, the effect of this de
cision seems to be to call off retallatory terrorist actions
against the repressive [orces.

The possibility of sectarian warfare, of course, does
not depend on the policy of the IRA but on the inten-
tions of the imperialists and their local allles, to whom
large sections of the Protestant population are bound
by their caste prejudices. But the renunciation of terror-
ism could improve the political position of the IRA by
making clear the real source of the violence in Northern
Ireland. It is doubtful that this will impress sections of
the Protestant community imbued with a caste mental-
ity, but it could have a positive effect on the national-
ist community and world publie opinion.

It seems clear that the retaliatory strikes of the Official
IRA have not helped to further the struggle of the na-
ionalist population, which is the main potentially rev-
olutionary force in Ireland at the moment Instead these
actions have helped the Imperialists and the Catholic
“moderates” to split and demoblilize the nationalist popu-
lation. The reaction to the Best shooting is only the
latest and clearést example of this.

The May 29 statement of the Official IRA was thus
politically unclear. By claiming implicitly that the move-
ment had changed Ita policy out of concern over the re
action that might be provoked from the Protestants, the
pronouncement furned the issue on its head and opened
the way for dangerous confusion.

With the period of Orange marches drawing near, if
the republican movement gilves the impression that it is
reluclant to confront the reality of the Protestant caste
mentality, ils abandoning terrorist methods could be
seen as abandoning the struggle of the nationalist
people. If this happens, the resuli Is likely to be nol only
a resurgence of terrorlsm In general but the republican
movement will probably find itsellf unable to control its
own followers. Those who remaln loyal could be
reduced to the position of the tiny sects that make con-
stant futlle appeals for unity between Protestant and
Catholic workers.

This confusion was made worse by the fact that the
May 29 statement did not explain whether the Official
IRA had changed its concept of organizing armed action.

Thus, it is unclear whether the Official IRA is rethink-
Ing lts traditional posltions or simply responding to pres-
sure, which would be a very dangerous course in a sifu-
atlon as complex and volatile as the one In Ireland. In
any case, in the wake of the Best shooting and the suc-
cesses of the *moderate” peace offensive It seems appar-
ent that the republican movement Is trying to reorient
itself. It faces some profound problems; It also has some
substantial achlevements to build on.

Politics and Commando Actions

To try to estimate what furn events are likely to take
now that the sltuation is shifting so rapldly In Ireland,
it seems necessary fo reach some judgments abouf the
policies of the Official republican movement, since it has
provided the main political leadership to the struggle
50 far.

It does not seem justified, for example, to view the Besl
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shooting as a local and accidental error. It is true that
the Derry unit which carried out the execution, is not
typical of the Official IRA. Among other things, British
ultraleftist and workerist groups have exercised a more
marked influence in this area than in other parts of Ire-
land. Despite this, the shooting of Best seems to flow
logically from some of the basic policies of the Official
IRA. This act was merely the last of a serles of assas-
sinations of British soldiers. The rationale was the same
as in other cases."The army of the people” had punished
the people’s enemies

When the Official IRA bombed the British paratrooper
base in Aldershol, England killing a number of non-
military personnel, it defended the action on the grounds
that the baze was a military targel, that the paratroopers
had gunned down Irish people, and that in acts of war,
harming innocent persons cannot always be avolded

Fundamentally, the defense of the Aldershot action was
a moralistic one, in line with the ideology and traditions
of terrorism. The Russian Narodniki could claim equally
valld moral justification for gunning down or bombing
the Czarist hangmen. In both cases, the result of these
actions was the same—they tended to substitute for and
disrupt mass political activity. Furthermore, they pre
vented the development of armed action by the masses

If the IRA had taken advantage of the political mood
that prevalled in the wake of the Derry massacre, they
might have been able to organizé mass seif-defense, and
in that event It would have been difficult for any of the
repressive regimes active In Ireland to prevent them from
arming a large section of the population. This oppor-
tunity was wasted for the sake of the essentially moral
satisfaction of killing a few British soldiers, with politl-
cally negative and militarily insignificant results. Instead
of :dn;g buoyed up by the upsurge that followed the
Derry killings, the Official IRA found itsell again Iso-
lated from the masses.

Like the team that bombed Aldershot, the members
of the IRA court that condemned and e:mut:ﬂcﬂeﬂ were

“on b of the people” since the republican move-
nmcfnﬂglnagerﬁufh&!f unable to win the full, conscious
involvement of the community or t;:g‘hre impetus toc mass

ratic organization of the people.
da;inu':; 1rnnrigst actions flow from the historical charac-
ter of the IRA. Bullding a secret army that does not grow
out of the struggles of the people and that engages in
daring armed operations that are not an integral and

natural part of mass struggles —that is, not the acts of
armed detachments of the people —can hardly help but
lead toward elitist militarlsm. This holds true regardless
of the social and political conceptions of those who lead
this elandestine force.

The republican movement has a long experlence of
the results of recrulting on the basls of the appeal of
armed actlon. Onece young people begin 1o aet in the
name of the masses but without being under effective
popular control or under the discipline of a mass rev-
olytionary party, it is practically inevitable that they will
engage in politically harmful adventures.

It is all too easy, moreover, for politically untrained
or miseducated youth to become so dazzled with armed
initiatives that they lose all taste or aptitude for the tasks
of political propaganda or organization. Under these con-
ditions, any propaganda that is put forward is likely to
be reduced to romantic extremist appeals thal cannoi
educate the masses.

A Political Battle Plan

The fact that the Derry uml of the Official IRA chose
lo carry oul an actlon like shooting Best, apparently
on its own, illustrates another key political weakness that
has appeared more than once since the Irish crisis be-
gan—the Inability to see the political situation in Ire
land as an organic whole Among other things, this was
shown by the political character of the Official IRA's
Intervention in the Mogul silver mine strike In July 1971.

In this long, bitter strike against a foreign company,
the Official IRA applied its policy of using terrorist
methods In support of popular struggles. Thé}- tried to
blow up a transformer supplying electricity to the mines.
In itself this was not an unusual act of industrial saho-
tage in hard-fought strikes Unfortunately a young 1RA
man, Martin O'Leary, was killed In the operation. At
his funeral, the chief of staff of the Officlal TRA, Cathal
Goulding, hailed O'Leary as "the first martyr of the new
campaign in the South” a campaign against the “cap-
italist vultures™ by means of the "bomb and the bullet”

The IRA had intervened in a similar way in the Shan-
non electrical workers strike in 1966, but that action
had not provoked the threat of a general repression
In 1971, however, Goulding recelved a summons on a
sedition charge and thiz move by the government seemed
to 0l into a general buildup for the introduction of the
concentration camp system for political suspects in both
North and South Ireland. The government in Dublin re
treated when the extent of the resistance of the people in
the North to internment became evident But the situation
in the summer of 1971 was extremely dangerous in the
formally independent part of the country.

In the conditions since 1969, when a general crisis
in the imperialist control of Ireland began, the interven-
tion of the Official IRA In a local etrike offered the Dub-
lin goverment the opportunity it was looking for to move
against the developing revolutionary forces. The whole
system was at stake and the authorities moved in a con-
certed way to remove the threat It was the revolutionists
who could not see the Implications of their action in the
context of a unified strategy —a serious falling, cer-
tainly, from & military polint of view.

The fact that the local labor leaders approved the ac-
tion did not change Its political effect. It iz a syndical-
ist delusion shared by most of the left groups in Ireland
that if they can align themselves with the workers In some
partial struggle the government will automatically be em-
barrassed or discredited and restrained [rom atliacking
them. The f[act is that the whole history of trade unionism
shows that among the workers there la a fundamental
difference between economic and political consciousness.
This has been shown time and time agalo in the most
dramatic way by unions giving political backing 1o
bourgeols and reformist politiclans directly responsible
for strike breaking and even atrocities against the strik-
ing workers.

At the same time, one of the justifications given for ac-
tions like the dynamiting at the Mogul mine was a cer-
tain concepton of the unity of the imperialist system In
Ireland. Since it is Imperialist capitalism that holds the
country in bondage, according to this view, national lib-
eration fighters should engage In all concrete forms of
struggle against exploliation. In a general sense, no rev-
olulonary Marxist could dispute this.

Moreover, the Official IRA has been anxious lo reori-
ent iis members from the traditional patiern ol concen-
trating on military struggle in the North toward fighting
the Imperialist system in the South and understanding
that the Dublin regime Is just as important an obstacle
to national liberaton as the fortress state In the Six
Counties. This Is also correct in a general sense But
the problem Is that these conceptions are too siatic and
general and, as such, in practice they cannol serve as
a guide for a unifled sirategy-

It Is true that the neocolonialist regime in the South
is essentlally part of the same system as the Unionist
setup In the North and that an essential part of defeal-
Yng Unionism Is to mobllize the people In the South
against the dependent capitalist system that exists in their
own area. However, the whole development of the crisis
since 1969 shows that there are important practical dif-
ferences between the Belfast and Dublin regimes that rev-
olutionists cannot ignore.

Despite the repressive leglslation and inclinations of the
Southern governmeni, republicans have been able to op-
erate more or less legally in the formally Independent
part of the country. It is Ironlc that this fact should be
underestimated by the republicans while they place =o
much stress on the need for achieving the right of legal
political activity in the North.

It 1s true, moreover, that it Is the same capitalisi-im-
perialist system which oppresses the Irish people In both
parts of Ireland. However, this system has political and
ideological aspects as well as directly economic charac-

teristics, and it has a certaln specific historical !nm% g
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sible to think In terms of a soclalist revolution in the
North as long ag the Protestan! and Cathollic workers
were not united. By reducing the working class (o a popu-
list abstraction, this approach also distoris the nature of
soclal evolution.

Just as the siruggle against Imperialism is supposed to
proceed in regular steps, so the unity of the working
class is expected to develop in a sleady progression as
the result of propaganda and plecemeal economic strug-
gles.

Ireland. The fact is that the crisis of capitalism in Ire-
land has arisen from the struggle of the nationalist
peaple in the Northern ghettos. This was the weakest
point of the soclopolitical system of imperialist capital-
ism In Ireland, and the cracks are spreading out from
there. The erisis Is nol developing gradually in direct
conjunction with general economic n:-nditlon? but explo-
sively as the historical lines of cleavage widen, partly
under the impact of economic changes bul also In re
gsponse to political and social factors.

over, the fight to overthrow | had 1o |
contradictions were most acute, where the 3y

age had first opened, and [t wag highly B in the Working Class
political sltuation would ' aved awiw BoRrINe
ematism of his earller work
h understanding of the place
AN revolution In emancipat-
WU sh workers, James Connol-
game (o understand the con-

without winning It for all others in
Ireland. Every upward step of the
Cathollc has emancipated some one
of the smaller Protestant secls; every
successful revolt of the Catholic peas-
ant has given some added securlty
even to those Protestant farmers who
were most zealously defending the

people they ruled. Like all interme
diate soclal layers — including the con-
servatlve “nationalists” In Ireland —
they malntalned their position by bal-
‘ancing between the fundamental forces
in soclety,

movemen! also had (o begin
bad falled to respond to the revolutionary
the war had shown that they were no ll':_!“e
parties in the political sense; thai Is, they ‘
and determined to intervene in the erises ﬁf-'“' "

there, since (b,

. T e f, : : W= In the working class of his : : By exploiting the prestige of the par-
: PIEE e ralated to e wenerdl This scthe of things ,.!?e.'mb‘rt.aaﬁnﬂble enough from . .rihrow the system. They in fact funciio ptry. In his article "British landlord. And out of this struggle the ty that they in fact liquidated, (he
! While the Mogul mine sir : it had no clear & Pragmatic point of view. Obviously we have to !:-e able of the system, siphoning off its dlmnml d Irish Politiclans.® Wriifen Gll‘hulh: has, perforee, learned tolera- Stalinist bureaucrats were able to In-
& F 1 economic problems of the Irish nation, ad to walk before we can run, as the saying goes. Further- the revolutionary aspirations of th 8 an " z . tlon. He has learned that his strug- euleate ref
b | ' tion with the fight in the North, which - : A P sty [ae] - € Oppressed gir, 813, he wrote: s le reformist concepts Into the
: ! specific connec ecting the political think- MOre the whole ideology of bourgeois society Inculcates Moreover, since revn]uuunnr}f o : time to time I propots 1o Ele 1s, and has been, the struggle of minds of generations of mllitants who
ff ¢ was, and is, the main factor a ecrlngd TE it did not the Idea of “progress,” in the sense that the present so- in abrupt and relatively brief crj Flf“"“ﬂ_ attention to the elucidation all the lowly and dispossessed, and mey have begun with revolufin
'f { ing of the people throughoul 1heels nnd.' = did not clety is supposed to be in the process of steadily "evolv- regular movement of history pa::i% ecause roblems pecullar to Ireland he has grown broadminded with the Aspirations. These false ideas hawve
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position of Protestant and Catholie
workers like a vulgar bourgeols so-
clologist. Of course, he ended his ar-
tcle with the assertion that with the
prospect of home rule, that is, dem.
ocratic reform of the British system,
the differences between Protestant and
Catholic were fading away. But from
his own argument this seems to have
been just a hope. And the “clviliza-
tion® he saw coming to Ireland with
this reform has not only been delayed
In thal eountry but throughout the
world; civilization in general has tend-
ed fto go backward. The age of re-
form was already over when Connolly
wrote those lines. In the age of cap-
italist decay, It 1s hard to Imagine
the British ruling class definitively gliv-
Ing up such a strong prop of reaction
a8 the Orange caste, af least not as
long as there Is any threat of a na-
tionalist revival in Ireland.

Lenin and Trotsky did not see the
working class in a romantic glow that
concealed Its contradictions and weak-
nesses. Most of all, they looked at
the workers from. the standpolnt of
the system as@whole. They knew that
he workers had had to fight sections

rient than ls the case In any
Europe outside the Balkans,
panner in which this has de-
s also unique. T belleve that
to say that, politically speak-
Protestantism =of the North
d has no parallel outside this
and that the Catholiclsm of
| Catholles 1s, likewise, pecu-
| political trend.
iplain — I mean that, whereas
atism has in genéral made for
freedom and political Radi-
i has been opposed to slavish
of kings and arlstocrats.
Ireland, the word Protestant
Bl 2 convertible term with Tory-
spittle loyalty, servile worship
cracy and hatred of all that
of genuine political indepen-
the part of the “lower classes.’
n the same manner, Catholi-
ich in most of Europe is syn-
* -_ Tul‘ﬂ.pmf, “’bklpil‘ﬂe loy-
le worship of arlstocracy
f all that savours of gen-
independence on the part
Seé8iin Ireland is al-
th rebellious fer
OCracy, and 'ine

stood the dynamics of soclety and knew }
the revolutionary forces in time. ﬂﬁ]y a we
coordinated, and well-planned political offen,

lead to victory. The party had to help Prepare
ers to strike with daring and decisiveness qf
moment, concentrating the polltical blows o
of cleavage in bourgeols soclety. ; :

Against this revolutionary conception of sq
ment, the opportunists and pacifists who led (he &
cratized workers' parties In the West raised vaeu R
that put off any possibility for socialism o th
future. In the countries where the deepest crj
the reformists could argue that the “democrs
had not been completed. In the case of Aus
the crisis was exceptionally violent, {hgem
ship tried an approach somewhere between pur
'sm and a revolutionary program. They
antee that the "bourgeois-democratic stage” wo
ried through to the end by maintaining
apparatus of o workers' government, parallel
ular bourgeois institutions. They even had a
the bourgeoisie was not willing to accept he
tions. Because of its slowness and indecisiveness
ers' movement was crushed, opening the way f

To prove that they were the authentic Mar;
portunist leaders could argue that they led m
“parfiess’ They commanded a va:
educationial institutions, .

F'gle}:h - In
thei é.:;%:ilitj&s in leading the eco om
h +.1£;;}!he socialist revo

clated with the great class battles of
the 19305 and the expansion of the
Soviet sphere of Influence immediately
after the second world war. A reac-
tion against the ultralefiem of the
early phases of the youth radicaliza.
tion has also produced a certain nos-
lalgia for the "organization” of the
Stalinist parties and the “realism” af
reformist trade-unionists.

The romantic popullsm and work-
erlsm of some young radicals fits in
very well with the general underpin-
nings of Stalinism, just as maeny as-
pects of Narodnikism did with Stalin-
Ism during the period of the rise of
the bureaucracy. (The theory of So-
clalist Realism, for instance, represents
largely a revival of Narodnik theorles
that were combated by Russian Marx-
Ists, including Lenin. )

The same kind of one-sidedness seems (o have par-
alyzed the Official IRA’s political strategy during the up-
surge after the Derry massacre As angry crowds of
thousands and tens of thousands of people gathered in
early February lo demonsirate against the British atroc-
ity, the Official IRA called on them to vote against Com-
mon Markel eniry in the May 9 referendum. That was
its main demand. The republican speakers argued that
if the crowds wanted fo oppose British imperialism, they
should oppose the plans of Imperialism for Ireland, that
- is. Common Market membership. This appeared logical,

3 but it did no! take into consideration the political dy-
Mass upsurges also have their logic. By nature they
ire shortlived. They dissipate harmlessly unless they are
& concrete and Immediate focus In the week after
Y massacre, there was a mass challenge, in es-
 the system In Ireland. The Official republicans
_understand how fo direct this pressure against
kest point of the capitalist-imperialist structure
ole at that particular time and thus they seem to
‘-‘Eﬁ 0 ﬁﬁ*ﬁm@ubsmnﬁal ga'ins from one of the
EUrges in recent Irish history.

particular, there has been a succession of greal soclal
crises throughout the world that have elther led forward
lo a fundamental change in the organization of society
or backward to even more brutal forms of repression
and exploitation.
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Revolutionary Ways of Thinking

The revolutionary therry of social change, Marxism,
denies that history moves in even paiterns. It distin-
guishes certain general phases of historical development
in order to determine the direction in which soclety is
moving and the underlying tendencies. But the essence
of Marxist analysis is to show, by referring to these ab-
siract patterns, how tnese phases combine in the real
world. Marxists see society asa dynamic, constantly shift-
ing balance of forces (hat inevitably develops in an ir-
regular pattern, where long periods of slow eévolution
lead up to abrupt leaps forward—or backward — that
is, to a period of crises.

In the long phase of capitalist stability and expansion
in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a {endency
developed In the warkers' movement {o interpret Marx's
'ﬁ}j&ﬂﬁwm divorced from dynamic concepls as meaning that soclal evolution was a simple,

.nhiwsp] ay an essentially schematic Automatie process. When the capitalist system went into
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Stages and Revolutions

Although reinforced by general prag-
matic ways of thinking, the "stages"
theory in the Official republican move-
menl clearly has a Stalinist source,
although it may not be direck The
formulation In the "Manifesto of the

tv with alIRIEES Ofvtheir own gl#iss in Russia in order Irish Workers' and Farmers’ Repub-

“street and® and.a P i oy glo mu_u Geaincpe ity win. new that the working Jic." reprinted in August 1971, is the
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and directly
for clvil

COmbined with struggles
ing national libera-
- Hc Enew [hAt when the work-
. g dl | .'.! meltr 0 B ' ik

some of the scholastic fuzziness typical
of the British Communist party:

"Both the national Independence rev-
olution and the socialist revolution
are fwo siages of one democratic trans-
fagmation of society, separate in time,

- age of which entails political

no sociallst revolution
vanfed<il, and the fac
~ tained their hold on @

ed that they did'n
halle p Hes #

il v I‘Epr = ' s .:'
...;1.-'-;- wll ﬂﬂnm, d

Emncracy”
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Alght wi em. Wasn't it prod
the Bolsheviks that thefr support
the' youth, the intellectuals, and me
‘orking popiill ;

be et in ﬁlgaﬁﬁ'_'.'; :
_Calling o the disadvant
G016 wail until _more po ol
e were :gatiyfomuvammi .
Bl Harceotxevaltlloh) o 4
. o "‘Thus; the process of the world e
R be lrregular, involving violent eonfl
e Nart working clask before higher unity
e s Uniting  the workers would not be- the
T i Prepagandistic and radeunton work,
G e : : claimed. Unity could be achleved only
R R ' plex and often violent, and above all po
S e I g : In whick the revolutionists would have fo
on the side of the inferests and aspira
explolted and oppressed sections of socl
might in fact only be achieved after the
8 successful gocialist revolution. &

the revolutionary aspirations of the

berdhip and the leadership of the Of.
ficlal republican movement have not
drawn outright reformist conelusions
from this and other formulas. In fact,
the “stages” theory seems to have had
8 rather contradictory histary Among
the republicans.

To the extent that the republicans
learned that there are different phazes
and levels of soclal struggle and dif-
ferent tasks appropriate to each, the
“stages” theory was at least anadvance
over the previous romantic and moral-
istic absolutism of the republican tradi-
Hon. At least partially under the in-
fluence of this theory, they seem to
have moved away from the old dead-
end notion of trying to restart the
guerrilla war of 1919. They moved
Instead toward the Idea of mass so-
clal struggle based on demands
arising out of the most acutely felt
aspirations of the widest possible sec
tors of the population.

-The civil-rights movement led by the
republicans achieved the first major
breakthrough against the repressive
System since the war of independence.
However, this movement did not
achieve the modest goals the repub-
licans set for it; Instead it created an
explosive, potentially revolutionary
situation, which they apparently did
not expect, were unable to exploit in
Any consistent way, and seem not to
have wanted. Now the “stages” theory
Is obvisusly holding them back. Only
a4 consistently revolutionary soclal the-
ory explaining the Interaction of dem-
ocratic and soclalist struggle can point
the way forward.

The Official republicans were proved
correct In thelr fight against the ultra-
lefts who wanted to liguldate or divert
the mass struggle for civil rights. But
by failing to see that in Ireland demo-
cratic and socialist tasks are Insepa-
rably Intertwined, they seem to have
promoted dogmatism and adventur-
Ism In their own ranks.

In a period of deepening crisls, the
lack of a bold and unified revolution-
ary strategy will Inevitably give rise
to adventurism In some sections of the
movement that are more undisciplined
or feel more acutely the forces of "or-
der® moving in for the kill.

Furthermore, the youth In North-
ern lIreland know that the capitalist
system offers no future for them. For
three years they have fought the re
pressive forces largely on their own,
without following the directives of Any
political or military organization. The

@ voumg intellectuals, in particular, In

iidst af this soclal turmoll can
Ist system [faltering all
d four years ago,

) 5 o - brink of col-

.

clutionary struggles that can lead to
the overthrow of the capitalist system
In the “"short run,” and not at some
problematic future stage. This Is ex-
actly what the history of the elvil
rights movement shows.

It has to be explained also that
the basic technlques of making a rev-
clution are political —the sclence of
knowing what to do and when ta
do it -

In order to train and discipline their
revolutionary Instinets, the youth need
to learn that you can exploit the eon-
tradictions of capitalist ldeclogy with-
oul becoming entrapped in it

For example, a republican in the
civil-rights movement does not have
to say: "If policemen did not carry
guns and were under effective civilian
confrol, they would be respected mem-
bers of the communlty.” A revolution-
ist does not have to say: "All the peo-
ple want is democracy; they would
be satisfied with that" That Is repul-
sive kowlowing, lotally unworthy of
honest revolutionists. But a socialls
can say: "If the British and the Union-
Ists claim this is a democratic SVE-
tem, they must at least give us all
our democratie rights.”

It is not necessary o accept the
framework of the parllamentary sys-
tem to make such demands. There
Is no point either in relying on pa-
per rights. Bul you can demand that
the British authorities who stand be
hind the Northern Ireland regime
either maintain democratic rights or
get oul. How they do it is their prob-
lem. As long as the mass pressure
for democracy is maintained, without
making any comprcmises with the

will be a spur to further struggzles.

Un the other hand, projecting com-
plete plans for democratization pre-
sumed to be acceptable 1o one or an-
other section of the Britlsh establish
ment only spreads illusions In the pos-
sibllity of demoeracy under the Bris
ish system. The effectiveness of the
new Whitelaw regime in Northern Ire
land in using completely false prom-
ises of reform to split the nationalist
population Is eloquent testimony to
the dangers of encouraging such il
lusions.

The problem of revolutionists is nol
to try to figure oul what concessions
the ruling class can give, or how to
make it easy for them; the problem
Is to mobilize the masses, to expose
the system and prove by experience
that it has to be overthrown. In the
period of capitalist decay, the Impe-
rialists do not give reforms in gen-
eral because the demands are reason-
able; they give them under the threat
of development toward revolution. If
he leaders of the masses accept the
dmitations of the system from the
HarEtheare s no incentive for the cap-

gtlnt any concessions.
is that the de
do the masses

¥ "revolu-
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Hion with the caplialist system has been
developing for the last three vears,
wlll lead eventually elther to vie-
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gistent” in their orientation tance (and loo quickly for world pub-
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If any of the republican leaders are
really intellectually commited to the
that Is, are Ideologi-

"London commuters had trouble getting
ta work and the city's buses ran only a
limited service,

"London Airport may as well have been

icel or conditional support to & mili-
tani move by & section of the Catho- Canad
fic establishment, & move that mighi : T s e
develop under the pressures of the cal centrlsis in the full sense — the on S P s St s sy

one fifth of the total population of o©f soclalist struggle, are likely to move

s a formidahle obstacle to In a more and more adventurist di-
But the balance rection. The centrists moving right
and the leadership displaying political

all the Propagand on # was a peaceful picket outside the Mid-
can he I’ncungd, maafrl;'ht MOVemey ]g:md Cold Storage Depot in East London,
ol ' The packing of containers at the depot to

demands. Such dem
reasonable to the p:::dl g be loaded aboard a ship as a unit, de-

mittee as inadequate to relieve its fears
of ever increasing redundancy caused by
containerisation, The union delegates
considered the doubling of severance pay

Sunday Times suggested that this pro-
vision .“wi IT clearly imperil the news-
sheets of militant left wing groups",

‘Elages” schema -
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; seientific way. By nalure such gener- probably a good example. After ro- tors both in Ireland and Internation- the republican movement sometimes economic agitat|. ocal and Plécemyy) Derek Watkins, Bernie Steer, Vic Tumer, the bill, The quick response by the British workers -2 :
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Elance but head-on attack or, perhaps
more accurately, marching in place

In the same way, raising the slogan
of uniting the workers without explain-
ing the contradictions in the working
elass In a scientific way, withou! ex-
plaining the historical dvnamics of
Socialist revolutlon. opens the way lor
romanticizing economic struggle, that
i, for dogmalism in this field.

It is easy for sectarians 1o say that
the civil-rights siruggle has polarized
Catholic and Protestant workers rath-
er than brought them closer together.
Sinee political struggle against the
fasle svetem alienates the Protestant
workers, in this view the fight obvious-

issue of the liberal Dublin biweekly
Hibernia, In which he suggested that
the whole idea of a mass, militant
Civil-rights moveément was a mistake.

“In retrospect, I am now convinced
that the timing was wrong. We know
that the mixture was explosive; but
we underestimated, seriously, the dif-
ficulty of eontrolling the magnitude
and direction of the blast.

Il the republican clubs had had a
chance to find their feet, get engaged
In local political aetivity, draw a few
conclusions for themselves, establish
some links with the students, etc.. the .
idea of a clvil rights movement would
have emerged naturaliy.

caste
even "in the short run.”

litical basis, the Protestants remaln
in the last analysls under the control
of the bourgeoisie. Thus, thelr fight-
Ing capacity is limited by the will
of the bourgeolsie, that Is, by the po-
litical strength of the capltalist sya-
f¢m In Britain and internationally. If
this systém appears to falter and hes-
itale in defending the status qua in
ireland, seetions of the Profestanis
may become neutralized or susceptible
10 revolutionary propaganda. That
is, |hey may come to reallze thal {he
system cannot be maintained

In‘such a context, gestures of good-

will and reassurances from the revy-

them from politically educating their
ranks. That is a general problem in
an age of crisis by no means confined
to Ireland. It would be an elitis il-
lusion to believe that greal soclal
movements can be turned on and off
{o suil the convenience of vanguard
organizations.

Furthermore, revolutionary groups
themselves are, to some extenl, the
product of broader movements and
conditions. Deep changes have taken
place in the consclousness of the Irish
people as a resull of the civil-rights
movement, and it is probable that
these changes have been reflected in
the internal life of (the

litical direction and fo “"Ef:‘ai«

cenirated campalgn Againsg the e
class, which itself jx highly centralized o
and conscious of (3 Eenera) interegy
It is not necessary, funhnrmurg, for

members of the movement o i

and lead all local activity., GCelting
out the political ideas that ean inspir -
and direct a broader VAnguard hih.
ly to generate more real activity agg
on a higher level, '

By Its devotion (o the Ideals of 5o
cialism and its uncompromising fighs
against all the conservariye forees ip
ireland, the Officia] republican moye
ment has won the Support of 8 |gres

their picket. The act under which the
National Industrial Relations Court acted
was the notorious Industrial Relations Act,
The act was put forward by the Tory
overnment soon after its election victory
on June 18 1970, This anti-labour act
belongs to the same stable as the Lynch
laws in Australia. It is one of the most
vicious weapons used in the bosses'
offensive against the working class, The
Teries are bent on using the act against
the trade union movement in order to
coerce the working class into accepting
a lower standard of living and staving off
their own problems,

The passage of the bill through Parliament

major confrontation under the Industrial
Relations Act has not been accidental,
The waterfront has been experiencing

THE WORLD

the dockers, 10,000 Merseyside lomry
crivers and tugboatmen, 3,000 ground
stafl workers in Lond on Airport, over

economy approached a standstill,

The actions both taken and threatened
were enough to scare the Tories, The
government used the Tfficial Soliciror,
4 public servant, to appeal to the court
to release the men. Norman Turmer,
the Official Solicitor, claimed that
Keeping the men in gaol any longer
"would cause useless suffering or what is
worse, self imposed martyrdom"”. What
he really meant was that the direct action
taken by the workers {orced the Tories to
retreat., And no wonder., The world
cable service of The Australian from
London on July 23 carried the message,
"Treasury officials fear the impact on
sterling when the markets open tomo

T \‘1 4 1
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iy should be conducted on = purely “This was beginning to happen. By LEpIAt en was marked by strong labour opposition to

etonomic basis, or at least there
#hould be a relatively long "economic
#age” On this level It is presumed
‘that bolh Protestant and Catholic
workers have the same Interests. If
the republicans do not understand
what the clvil-rights movement has
accomplished, U they do not under-
stand how if challenges the funda-

‘méental structures of the capitalist SVE-

tem in Ireland, they may have a dil-

fieull time answering these arguments.

The sectarians can also add the Emo-
tional argument that civil rights are

. mot going to improve the economic

- condition of the workers or alter their

~ basie position in society.

In the first place, the republicans

- -_- could point out that it Is an over-
simplification to say that all work.

1966 the Belfast republicans were be-
ginning to be interested in fenants as-
sociations; there had been suecessful
Agitations about pedestrian crossings,
elc.”

The natural tendency for the cen-
trists will be to try to reduce the elvil-
rights movement to a liberal pressure
group linked to the "democratic® es
tablishment In Britain. The position
of the British Communist party in the
trade-union movement and the vark
OuS respectable left groups will be a
key element.

Now that the imperialists have syuc-
ceeded in splitting the nationalls com-
munity and restoring the position of
the moderates, moreover, all the pres-
sures of the establishment will be BX-
erted to drive the mass movement {o
the right and demobilize it

olutionary forces ean promole &
breakup of the Unionist bloc. But fun-
damentally only the pressure of the
mass movement in Iréland and inter-
nationally cah overcome the Profes-
tanl caste mentality, which is reac-
tionary to thétore

Thereflore, iInternational support s
viial to the Success of the nationalist
people’s struggle. Although it is es-
sentlal that this movement be as broad
as possible, il needs a revolutionary
Bxis. :
By focusing pressure on the lines
of cleavage In capitalist society — that
Is, by exploiting ils contradictions —
a militant @ction movement candraw
In nonrevolutionists and even sections
of the establishment behind il The
U.S. antiwar movement isn example
of this. It has pulléd the whole con-

movement and in the leadership's con-

sciousness of its revolutionary per-

spectives.

Revolutionary education is naf a

smooth, automatlc process CoOmpAr-

‘able, say, to the programming of sfud-"
irade-union

s " In universities or
8chools. By Its nature, it involves con-
fliet, argument, and learning from ex-
Petience. It involves leaching a rev-
olutionary view of the world and a
precise technique for overthrowing the
present system, not general philosoph-
ical concepts alone, or the views of
the various socialist thinkers.

The most Important element in rey-
olutionary education i _the program
of the organizatioh "It now seems
clear, and the republican leaders
would ‘probably acknowledge It, that
the political program of the OfMelal

~in_Europe. The main

number u!_’ dedicated rwuluﬂnurj
youth. By waging centralized politieat
campaigns and by giving clear P
litieaT direction, it cam weld these youlh
into the best political fighting fors
instrument of
this process, however, cannot be ag
‘army of the people™ it must be fhe
party of the Irish revolution

The .perupectﬁ'# of armed struggle
must . be \brought into closer come
nance with realitles, The truth fs that
trylng to sHek to the old-fashioned
structures of a “secret.army” is likely
in“the long run to Iimit the armed se
defenseof the Irish people rather than
advanee it. This polley seems to lead
the TRA to think in terms of avenging
the people; of smallseale commapds
actlons, and seems to keep it from

it, accumulating in huge strikesof over

a million workers on March 1 and March
18 1971, 140,000 people marched against
the Tory bill on February 21 the same
year in the largest ever demonstration
held in England, The attempt to'bring
Great Britain in line with all other ad-
vanced industrial countries” imposes
severe restrictions on the labour move-
ment.,

The act imperils the following basic
rights:

(1} The right to freely combine: under
the act registration of unions is compul-
sory. This leaves employers free to
launch financial artacks against un-
registered unions. The limitations en-
forced on "authorised officials" destroy

Prison for release of jailed dockworkers.

This could lead to a catastrophic run on

the now I-ia_‘-JUng i_‘-o;.::.-_j and undermined
any hopes of economic growth during the
coming year"

The mass upsurge had an impact on the

trade union movement: it forced the

Vic Feather leadership of the TUC to take
actions it wouldn't us i

Last year Feather announced that the Ton
government is the same as any othe;
government, Now he has called the [irst
general strike since 1926 and told Prime
Minister Heath "we do not recognise
either the Act or the Court",

ually dream

The lessons to be drawn from the struggle
dre plain: the only way to co mbat the
Lynch laws and their intemational
counterparts is through massive direct
iction. The action of the TUC secretan
Feather inbeing forced to call a general

the power of the shop stewards and the
negotiation strength of those union
cfficials who are willing to fight.

turning {8 mind to the tasks of or
Banizing the mass popular milities
needed to defeat imperialism.
Effective palitical education ls pos
sible, in the Iast analysis, only wits

sensus of the couniry far to the left
and opened up the-way for Subsian- .
M8’ growth of the revolutionary forces.

The" antiwar movement did this,

strike is indicative of the radicalisation
of the working class in Britain and the
successful results of sirong rank and file
pressure,

republican movement:h&s been insuf.
ficient and dangerously equivocal in
S0me respects. Therefore. |t could ot
Berve as the basis for Elving a round-

A New York Times editorial of June
1 was a good llustration of this ten-
dency:

“Catholic leaders are now participag-

m minute economic or soclal ad-
, Vanlages can cause deep divisions.
~ And, in & stagnant system, it {s not

Unionists protest outside Pentonville

(2) The 1ight to strike: most strikes are

REVOLUTION
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- Boing to do very much good 1o ex- ing with Protestants | mdvisory 4p feps I'l eomasses  ed politieal education o the ranks.  jn the framework of a party thai hay made illegal, 1n particular "political*

-]ﬂlil:l how unimportant these differ- commission IPPﬂnhdnb:nﬁ}. White in '-ﬂ,:d:::f:? I:!.m TSI _Tht leadership itself WaS ' learnlng g fully dt\'tﬁiﬁtd program and a cor - in misleading the left in the U.S. One
-m are in an l'llﬂllllt SEnse Or rel- law and me Eml mmmuc aaa E t P En’ EVeEn ﬁ:l. P‘rj-ﬂdl of -!rum 'tpeﬂtn“ and &ﬂm If-'“.t}'. mt way ﬂ‘-t hﬂklllg'.li thim h : ot the Mot :,IJ'I.'iS.I']. l.l;"l.l'n:“l'r’{i'rﬁ of ?'li‘."‘.‘il."'_“"sj

::‘*’1' decline In activity. It mobilized
volce to the demand fof an end to © MASKESs on the basls of prineipled :

d demands (hat ‘challenged the basic
violence and for Catholieeooperation contradieons of the system in a con. |
with the British tdmtnhtuliup ‘o give crefe ‘way, In this case, the demand
::he:r :w:i:l;nu. The OMSON. RA. way EIOPMimArGHE withdrawal of

caves only theProvisioh. Ameriean troops, which meant In

als and the Nurlh:rn;ﬁ]‘ﬂ:cwﬂ.- e
Rights Association as he \ Practice that the people of the U.S.

~ alive to the advaniages all the work-
.&iﬂﬂlﬁ ‘have If they combined. Such
line would presuppose a socialist

“Which apparently did net develop as
i expected. The republlican move-
ment's most Important educational
‘ools are its paper, its political state
ments, and the politieal discussions.
While the republicans were clearer on
80me fundamental questions than the
at:hur tendencies In Ireland, such as

sucha_conlext, developments can bt
continually analyzed and the analyses
constantly and syflematically reeval
ufited and deepened through deme
cratic disgussion.

As a result of its unique history,
the republican mbvement s a vey

it has supported every criminal acr to the
invasion of Crechoslovakia and the recent
Moscow summit meeting. It has bred
illusions in generation of radicals about
liberal Democrats from Roosevelt Lo - yes - |
McGovern,

THE McGOVERN ILLUSION

"It is quite conceivable that, if McGovern
loses the nomination duet to the manipul-
ation of the Democratic Party machine

bosses, he or some other liberal politician

for McGovem's election and Freney tells
LiS:

BY JIM PERCY

It is important not to breed illusiors in ML _
McGovern, .., " "Proyvided that that mobilization did not

it fundamentally, the l‘t]l-llhlll:llll
@ explain tha! these sectarians
* & onedimensional, static view

It's true that the task of revolutionaries |
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& right to establish a socialist regime funds- Unfort unately the whole thrust of Freney's
In thelr own Couniry, regardless of

the objection of substantial minorities

forees are the fundamental drive,
" ®econdary f(actors can reflect

social issues, they must expose Lh.f idea
of change - of "total reappraisals" -
through the system, they must struggle

could not be expected that abstract
education could make up for this de-

dealing now with much more

Is committed (o a
terrorist campalgn. mental questions than it has befors

labour party in the (.S, I am sure that it
The Civil Rights Association, on the

is 10 instil illusions in the readers re that
will be seized on escerly by socialists in

about the nomination for

article

: - '
of "Tribune" But, this is the whole point! McGovern's
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~ [This is the fourth installment of our translation of
- Plerre Frank’s The Fourth Internationai: A Coniribution
. lo the History of the Trotskyist Movement |

Chapter 4: From 1933 to 1938
Preparing for the
%m'fh International

A sfight economic TeCOVETY occurred from 1933 to 1938,
¢ largely to preparations for a new world war. The
0d of fascism in Europe was barely held in check
/ the mass movements in France (June 1936) and in
dini, where fascism unleashed a1 cipil war that was (o
Lin tragedy for the laboring masses.
In ﬂh- Far East, Japan embarked on what was to prope
hopeless war against China. In the Sopiet Union, ex-
fcution  of the five-year Plans was accompanied by a
tansirous lowering of the sta

Pparties was replaced by a policy of “unity”®
: : fronts.* This class collabora-
or With sections of the bourgeoisie had resulis as djs-
Birous for the cquse of socialisrn as those of the pre-

| L L -

W€ economic erisis of 1929 had Im
ies, beginning in 1932-33.
E end of 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt became pres-
' tae United - In an effort to revive the £con-
the New Deal, which proved favor-
10 4 I of the trade-union movemen! In the
&llu-rln & prolelariat hitherto under the sway
"5 unlonism, where workers in {he buge plants had

portant political

not been organized. (The rise of the CIO would take
care of thal.) But aside from the United Stales, this change
had no immediate repercussions, the American proletar-
iat’s big step forward on (he political level still remaining
to be taken. No doubt! this wil] be the result of the pext
Breal crisis, which In the United States will
sarlly be exclusively economic in-origin.

Hitler came 1o Power in Germany early in 1933 as
8 resull of the combined fonsequences of the policies of
the two working—class leaderships, reformist and Stalin-
ist. For different reasons and in different ways, both were
opposed to united action by the workers. Both Engen-
dered inerlia, passivily, and lack of resistance in the Ger-
man prolelariat as a whole, in face of the Erowing Nazi
movement. Both acied like competing shopkeepers and
placed their interesis as Opposing cliques above the in-
teresis of the class they claimed to represenl.

not neces-

A turn in our general orientation took place when Hitler
€Ame to power. We abandoned the struggle to reform
the Third International and set our sights on building
8 Fourth International and DEW revolutionary parties,

This decisior was not taken at once. We began in the
early months of 1933 by abandoning the siruggle to
reform the German CP, because it was obvious that a
party which had falled in so serious a situation was his-
torically doomed. (S5ee Trotsky's article, "The German
Workers Will Rise Aga]n-—ﬁtﬂlinum. Never!™11 ) We were
walling 1o learn the reactions in the other CPs and in the
Communist International. These reactions were negligible,
and the Executive Committee of the Communist I[nier-
national unanimously approved a report by Heckert en-
dorsing the whole Previous Stalinist policy In Germany —
even though, in thelr heart“of hearls, most of the leader-
ships of the CPs were hostile to those policies. Stalinism
had definitively triumphed in the Communist International.

As the revolutionary International of the proletariat, the
Comintern was dead.

Following this vote of the ECCI, an International Plen-

um of our movemeny durlng the summer of 1933 almost
unanimously decided on the cha
orienilation.

Untll then we had spoken In ferms of reforming the
Communist Internatlﬂnal, reforming the Bolshevik phrlg-:
and reforming the Soviet state, without always making
a distinction dmong them In our Slatements., The orlen.
tation towards bullding new revolutionary parties and,
by exiension, a new party in the USSR, called for a clar-
fication of our pPosition vis-a-vis the Soviet state. At that
lime we made a careful distinetion between reforming
the Bolshevik party, henceforth an impossibility, and the
still possible reform of the Soviel state, which remained
8 proletarian stafe. Later, in 1935, our point of view
developed on this question, too, and led to our affirm-
ing the necessily of a political revolution In the USSR
& degenerated wWorkers state —ag political, not a social
revolution, because what was needed was not a funda

nge In our International

-__———_._
11. Avallable in The Siruggle Against Fascism in German
by Leon Trotsky. Pathfinder Press, Inc, New York Tran:

{ator

menial change In the Saviel Unlon's relnllnmhl

duction but the destruction of the Omnipotenea of th
reaucracy and the reestablishment of wmke".d the

. L *

The preceding perlod of gur histor
characterized by the Erounding of o
bedrock of principle. In the new
measure of organizational ﬂrr.r’.!n'h'fy_ Al ¢t
struggle for reforming the Third Intern
siduously separaled ourselves from al] Currents (y
an equlvocal attitude, no matter how tiny, o
tion of reform. But declaring that the Third Intern
was no longer capable of belng refor
on record an enormous setback to
sclousness, and It was ngt poss]
what a new International and new fE\-’ﬂlulinnarF
would be and In whai ways they w
Certainly we intended 1o try
program, as being the most complete EXpreasio
proletariat's experlence o date; but we could
see how we would reach this goal, i e

Y had been gpjen
I"I.E “me 0
Ationa], we

revolutiongy

ble to re]] in Eﬂv!m

not fore.
» What Organizg.

flonal paths the consiruction of revnluiiunar}. Partie
would follow. Nor could we foresee what the H'l:-luliu
of our relationships with other rey o

olutionary
in the working-class mo vement would be.

Two experiments were made in this regard
in scope, the other much larger — during this

Currengy

— One limj{eqg
period,

The "Declaration of the Four’'

From July-August of 1933, the question of re
ment of the revolutionary forces was
in concrete form following the Britsh ILP's ( Indepen.
dent Labour Party) calling of a conlerence, Open g ajj
organizations outside the Second and Third internationa|s
for the purpose of examining the world situation ang [h;
situation of the labor movement in light of the Nazi vie
tory. We decided to participate in this conference (o make
our position known and 1o iry to get together aj the

ETOup-
placed before us

HEQTH

organizations that were willing to promulgate—to the
working class of the world — the need for a Fourth Inter-
national. This participation was somewhat similar lo that
of the Bolsheviks, In other circumstances, at Zimmerwald
and Kienthal. The result was the "Declaration of the Four®
— & document signed by our International organization,
the League of Internationalist Communists; by the Ger-
man SAP (Sozialistische Arbeiterpartei — Socialist Workers
party); and by two Dutch organizations, the RSP { Revo-
lutionair-Socialistische Partij — Revolutionary Socialist
party) and the QSP {Onafhankelijke Soclialistische Parti
— Independent Socialist party).

The SAP consisted of some of the left socialists who,
critical of its reformist line, had broken with German
Soclal Democracy in 1931-32. Shortly before Hitler came
lo power, leadership of the SAP passed into the hands
of Walcher and Froelich, two former leaders of the Com-
munist right opposition (Brandlerites) who had broken
with the latter to join the SAP.

The Dutch OSP corresponded In origin to the German
SAP. The RSP was led by Henricus Sneevliel, a Commu-
nist leader for many years, who had ecome into conflicl
with the Communist International over trade-union policy
in Holland, where he was an officlal of the NAS (Na-
tionaal Arbeiders Syndikaat — National Workers Unlon),

a labor federation that included Communists and anarcho-
syndlecalists. In his Struggle agalnst the latter, Sneevliet
had been led to organlze his union faction into a political
party.

The "Declaration of the Four® proclaimed the need for a
new International, for new revolutionary parties, and
defined the main points on which they should be built
While it did not set forth our whole program, the Declara-
tion did contain our essential points.

On a world scale, the results of the "Declaration of the
Four® were minimal. In Holland, nevertheless, the two
organizations held common rallles, and then merged to
form the RSAP (Revolutionair-Soclalistische Arbelderspar-
i — Revolutionary Socialist Workers party). Later this
party Jolned our movement, then split with us during the
Spanish revolution, when it supported the POUM (Partido
Obrero de Unificaclén Marxista — Workera party of Marx-
ist Unification). The oppogition to this Mne In the RSAP
was based on the youth, led by Sal Santen. During the
war, It was these youth who organized the Dutch section
of the Fourth International Sneevllel, who led the RSAFP
and who broke with the movement for the Fourth Inter
national on the question of the war In Spain, nevertheless
rémained extremely close to us. He died a hero during
the war, shot by the Nazis.

As for the leaders of the German SAP who lived in
exlle, they behaved like Invelerate centrists. Shortly after
having slgned the "Declaration of the Four,” they became
the bitterest enemies of I'roiskylsm and were at the bottom

of all the centrist Eroupings (the London Bureau, efc.)
that spread Indescribable confusion among the vanguard
in the perlod preceding the second world war.12 After
the war, Waleher became a functionary in Easf Germany;
Froelich, on the other hand, was a sympathizer of our

12. See helow for thi slruggle against centriam

Ps of p;ﬁ_ -
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The First Droft of o Transitional Program

Before going iInto the second Experiment, by far the
more important In bullding the revolutionary party, a
few words should be sald on the political situation re.
sulting from Hitler's accession to power.

The Nazl victory cul off (he Prospect of revolution in
Germany for an entire historical period. Throughout the

rest of Europe, reaction was sharply on the rise, byt
not without resistance.

reaction, led by Dollfuss, propelled the workers into armed
struggle under Soclal Democratic leadership, and they
fought for one week In February 1934, The crushing of
the Ausirian proletariat by Dallfuss opened the way (o
the Nazl victory in Austria — the fasclsts ook power after
killing Dollfuss and eliminating his party.

The center of the European working-class movement
shifted to France after 1933, Hiler's victory upset the
equilibrium established in Europe at Versailles in 1918;
this, In turn, laid bare.the most formidable crisis in gov-
ernmenl France had ever experienced —a crisis that con-
linues fo this day. For the first time, it was apparent 1o
all that France was no longer a first-rate power. To re-
establish its position, or rather to maintain it, French
capitalism had no other recourse but 1o lower the standard
of living of the masses — which could only be done by
inaugurating a “strong state.” French capitalism tried to
get rid of parllamentary forms by means of the reaction-
ary coup of February 6 1934 But, from the polnt of
view of the bourgeoisie, the blow was siruck prematurely.
The French working class, literally whipped into action
by this blow, awoke to the fascisi danger, and there was
a great deal of political tension in the country as a result

Against the Browing fascist danger, we advocated a
united front of working-class organizations in France.
Bul to Implement this, a pProgram of action was needed
on the basis of which the working masses could mobilize

to extricate themselves from the situation capitalism had
plunged them into. That was when (spring of 1934),
with Trotsky's collaboration, the first Bolshevik-Leninist
program of action was drawn up. This document is of
Interest mainly because it constitutes the very first draft
of a transitional program. The following year, the Bel-
gian comrades drew up a similar program {against the
decree laws in their country), and comrades in other
countries followed suit Thus the Transitional Program 13
adopted In 1938 by the founding congress of the Inter-
national, far from belng an improvisation, was the fruit
of various earlier experiences in the different sections of
the International.

As we sald, the French Trotskyist organization, the
Ligue Communiste, waged a systematic campaign for
the united front. In the week after February 6, a united
front was established between the Ligue and the Seine
Federation of the Socialist party, which was under the
influence of Marceau Pivert ;

Mass pressure for united action intensified from Feb-
ruary 1934 on. In July of the same year, the Socialist
and Stalinist leaderships, forced to respond to the pres-
sure from below, signed a pact for unity of action. This
pact did not rest on any concrete revolutionary policy;
but the very fact that the two leaderships, who had fought
each other so violently for so many years, called on
the working class to counlerpose a cummnnlfrqnl to the
fascist gangs, aroused enormous enthusiasm in the mass-
H-"t‘l-;ls pact had another result that concerned us. At the
very moment that our campaign for an SP-CP unlied
Irm:at was to a certain extent successful, paradoxically
enough the consequences of this victory were unfavor-
able for our organization. All the sympathetic response
we had met with, partly in the CF and much more in
the SFIO,' which had recruited a substantial number
of workers, often former CP members — all this sympa-
thelic response was lost to us. This was not due to l?c-!-
tility, but rather to a lack of political clarily on the E‘:'”'
cept of a revoluHonary party and the need for Fu:,(.:
party —especially In the united I.’mnt:— and to the very
strong attraction exercised by the CP-SP unlited front.

Our meetings were no longer attended; our organiza-
tion became very much isolated, as it had ht.-fn before.
Inevitably, an nr;mnlmlional crizis developed. We unrtl'.ll?dr
high am‘j low In.r a way oul of this isclation; for a “?1’-
lo establish connections with, and links to, a mass move-
ment the llkes of which had never before been scen In
France and which was growing larger with each passing
day; for a way to be with the masses in action.

"Entryism"’

al
Our second big organizational 'E!P'-?ﬁmm:‘l::n;:im_
bullding a revolutionary parly, look place a

: he
13. See The Death Agony of Capitalism and ‘h&rrnm’b.ﬂ‘::::.,
Fourth International, by Leon Trotsky. Pathfin "
New York. — Translator

. — French Sec-
14. Section Francaise de I'Internationale Ouy l'tﬂ'fr ﬂ]::ﬂSDEithl
fion of the Second International, official name o
party. — Translaflor

We were to pass through a stage in which the Trotsky-

ist group would temporarily lose its organizational in-
dependence by enlering a mask working-class party.
Trotsky himsell raised the question of the Ligue Com-
muniste entering the Socialist party (SFIO). The move
was decided on in September-October of 1934. This pol-
lcy, called entryism, was subsequently extended to other
countries. Al first It aroused a great deal of disagreement
within our International organization, even causing splits.
It was with a Ereal deal of resistance that the October
1934 Internationa] Plenum ratified the policy of the French
Trotskyists' entering the SFI0. Since then the majorily
of the organization has considered this tactic admissible.

For an entire initia] period, the activity of the Bolshe-
vik- Leninist Group!® |n the SFIO was conducted with
remarkable political clarity. This atiracted AUMErous
young people, particalarly the whole Jeunesses Socialistes
(Socialist Youth) lendency, organized under the name
Jeunesses Sacialistes Révolutionnaires ( Revolutionary So-
cielist Youth), Into the organization’s ranks, thus renew-
Ing its membership.

On the other band, our exit from the SFIO while the
Popular Front was being organized took place under
very unfortunate circumstances, and the split among the
Bolshevik- Leninists occurring Bt that time caused us fo
lose part of the benefits obtained from our entry.

In other countries, notably Belgium and the United
States, entrylsm had better results. In Belglum, where
the organization had a working-class base in the Char-
leroi Basin, i acquired a sirong mass base in the Bo-
rinage. In the United States, the Socialist party néver
recovered from the blow it suffered when the Trotsky-
Ists lefl 16

On the contrary, Nin and Andrade in Spain, who had
opposed the entry of the French Trotskyists into the SFI0.
did not delay in uniting — on an incorrect programmatic
basis — with the Worker-Peasant Bloc in Catalonia, thus
forming the Inveterately centrist POUM.

The Rise of Fascism and the War

On an international scale, this entire period was dom-
inated by the rise of fascism and the approach of the
new Imperialist war, despite high peaks of workers’ strug-
gles, notably the movements of June 1936 in France
and a few other countries, and the eivil war in Spain.

In the course of this period, three large struggies dom-
inated the activity of our international movement:

1. The struggle against the Popular Front policy, es-
pecially in reference to Spain and France. With a tenacity
born of desperation, our organizations fought the class-
collaborationist policy by means of which Stalinists and
Social Democrats — this time united, not divided — prepared
the worst of catastrophes for the working-class movement.
The Popular Front constituted the first big period of ciass-
collaboration for the Stalinists. On that occaslon, how-
ever, they were not (except in a very limited fashion in
Spain) s.eeklng ministerial posts. This came later, and
became widespread, in another period of class collab-
oration by the Stalinists —the period following the close
of World War IL

2. The struggle against centrism. This struggle was
characterized I:Hr a denunciation of the policy of the Lon-
don Bureau and centrist organizations, such as the Span-
ish POUM, the English ILP, the German SAP, and the
Norweglan NAP.17 .

The siruggle against centrism also reguired enlering
the PSOF!8 —an unhappy experience because of the
French Trotskyisl movement's state of disintegration at
the time. s

In Marxist literature, the characlerization “centrist” is
applied to all tendencles or groups that I'Iui:tualc belween
rgvolutionary Marxism and rnfurmtsrn.l Some very di-
verse organizations are thus included in Ehm category.
There had even been some nfass organizations ?[ A cen-
trist nature, for example, the Independent Em‘flalm ;frnrt}:
of Germany (USFD — Unabhéngige Sc{zlnllsnsche Fartei
Deutschlands), which broke with the Social D-:*mc_mrncy
during the first world war and parl of which participated
in furfning the German Communisl party in 1920,

But In the working-class movement there have always
been small cenfrist groupings — traditionally and rcnge;‘;
jtally centrist. In the period preceding the second wor .
war: these groupings sought lo break thetmns‘::s awu:,_
from the old partes, without, however, develop ns;{ [n:;
hesive program as a basis for a new, rﬂ'?lutlnnlnr};j n %
national (that's what they called the “seciar an[ mlheu
the Trotskyisig!). They did not, of course, a:::: fves
objective, Hut they did succeed, and that was the

15, The name adopied by ihe Trowskyist organization when
BT joined the Socialist parnty.

16 See James P. Cannon's History of American Trotskyism
Pathfinder Press, Inc, New York

! kot — N Labor party )
v Norzsk Arbelderpartiei — Norwegian
1-1 ?‘fn::: Fp{nn;:rlhnt broke with Ilhi‘: Lnndﬂtn Burfmu and ful-
EIT:d the traditional social-democratic role in Norway.

— Workers
Soclaliste Ouvrier e Paysan

ches ?]1: .ﬁ.lipsg::ﬁ: party ) was formed by the 'rw;luuat:—
s Eﬁf tendency In the SF10, which Blum upe'llﬁl when F:
For Frant fell apart The PSOP was led by -_"h!_nrﬁmu :
Iiﬂpu}n*;m joined the “old house® after the war and who furmne

;:?;n“bt an assiduous antl-Trotskyist the rest of his life.
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activity, In raisisg all kinds of obstacles (o theoretical
and political clarification among the vanguard militants
who were disgusted with the old parties and disorfented
by a terrible decline in the working-class movement.

During the second world war, the London Bureau
showed no sign of life The same held true for the S5AP
and the PSOP. In England, the ILP was nothing more
than an empty husk,

3. The struggle against the Moscow Irials was one of
physical defense., a sruggle, literally, for (he very ex-
istence of aur movement, a siruggle against an avalanche
of slander, of frame-ups, of widespread brutslity and
Stalinist crimes againsl Trotskyist militants, in a whale
series of countrles outside the Soviet Union. (In France,
Leon Sedov, Rudolf Klement; in Spain, Erwin Wolff, Mou-
lin; in Switzerland, Ignace Relss. )

From 1936 to 1938, (hree big frials took place in Mos-
cow, in which the role of Prosecuting allorney was played
by the ex-Menshevik Vishinsky, who became forelgn min-
ister after the war. In the first trial, the defendants (Zi-
noviev, Kamenev, L N, Smirnov, ete.) "confessed” o hav-
ing plotted against Stalin out ol greed for power. In the
second trial, the defendants {among whom were Pyatakoy
and Yagoda, organizer of the first trial) "confessed” that
they and the defendants in the preceding trial had can-
Spired to reestablish capialism In the Soviel Union. In
the third trial, the accused (Bukharin, Rakovsky, etc.)
‘confessed” that they all, including those executed foll ow-
ing the previous trials, had for a long time been sples
in the service of the (German) Gestapo, the ( British) In-
lelligence Service, the Mikado, etc. In addition to these
Irials,” this period saw the execution, also as ploters,
of the most imporiant heads of the Red Army ( Tukha-
chevsky, Gamarnik, Pulna_ ele. ).

In all these trials, the main defendants were Trotsky
and his son Leon Sedov. Trotsky was pictured as a
counterrevolutionary agent—from iime immemoriall
These trials served to prepare the groundwork for the
assassination of Trotsky and Leon Sedov and for the
liquidation of the Bolshevik Old Guard who, in the dif-
ficult period of the war then looming on the horizon,

couwld have become the center of a res olutionary oappo-
gition fo the Sialinist laction

Despite our Campaigns, despite the irrefutable evidence
placed before the Dew ey Commission1® aroving that
trials were infamous political machinalions, Stalin attained
hiz objectives — with the seal of approval of representalives
of American big business, such as Ambassador lohn
E. Davies

This period as a whole was characierized by pgreat
demoralization in the vanguard of a working class more
and more on the downgrade. For our mdvement. the
most painful example of this was the fragmentaiion of
the French Trotskyists, which reached such a siate that
al one point the International declared it eould no longer
dccept responsibility for their actions.

L] ] i

In 1936 an International conference of supporters of
the Fourth International was held. Trotsky wanted the
birth of the Fourth International announced then and
there, but his proposal was nol accepted by this con-
ference, which called itselfl merely "Movement for the Fourih
Inlernational.”

To be continue

19 A commission of soclalist-minded and liberal intellectuals
formed to investigation the charges against Trotsky made In
the Moscow frials &f 1936-37. It was headed by John Dewey,

the most reputable bourgeois philosopher and w-duc_ﬂlu; in the

United States, and brought in a nol-guilty verdict for Iru;-!-ah_-:'_

For a transcript of Trotsky's tesimony at the commission's

ht‘-q‘!-fl“-'- see The Case of Lean Tromsky Pathfinder Press Inc.,
nge,

New York
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~ FORUM
“Socialism and the ALP

peaders: Bob Hogg, Kevin Healy (editors of the Socialist
Left paper "Action”), Bruce Taylor, Red Quinn, Jim
Mcliroy. In Melbourne in August. Watch (S full
details or ring 347-3507,

Nixon's Summitr

and the
War in Vietham

A detailed analysis of the present stage of the Viemam
war by Joseph Hansen a leader of the world Trotskyist
movement. Hansen explains Nlmm!s cument war
strategy, therseaning of Nixan's visit to Peking and
Maoscow, and the need to comtinue building mass
anliwar actions in the streets,

b4

or every © ent of the imperialist slaughter in
‘E’iﬂuan?, Igrpiﬂwry supporter of the antiwar movement
= this pamphlet is essential reading.

Order now! — ldc. (including postage) from
Socialist Books, P.O, Box 151, Glebe, 2037.
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~ BYJIM PERCY

“in our epoch, which is the epoch of

imperialism, i.e,, of world economy
find world politics under the hegemony
ol finance capital, not a single comm-
Unist party can establish its program by

ions and tendencies of developments in
for the party that wields the state power

within the boundaries of the UYS, S. R,
0 On August 4, 1914, the death knell

0 program corresponding to the character
of the present epoch, the epoch of the
highest development and collapse of
capitalism, An international communist
program is in no case the sum total of
national programs or an amalgam of

their common features, The international

program must proceed directly from an
. analysis of the conditions and tendencies
0 ' of world economy and of the world
3 ; political system taken as a whole in all
Bt i its connections and contradictions, that
£ 15, with the mutually antagonistic inter-
dependence of its separate parts, In the
present epoch, to a much larger extent
than in the past, the national orientation
ol the proletariat must and can flow only
from a world orientation and not vice
versa. Herein lies the basic and primary
difference between communist internat-
ionalism and all varieties of national
socialism," (From Leon Trotsky, The
Draft Program of the Communist Inter-
national - A Criticism of Fundamenta 5)
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0
o A 4 P
L

. In this issue of Direct Action we print a
letter from Brian Aarons, (see pa ge 15)
discussing the article by Gordon Adler
on Internationalism in Direct Action No.

§ 20.°] want to take up Here some of the

§ 28 .ﬁints raised in Brian's letter and have 2

£ ief look art the views of the Communist

BN Banty of Australia of which Brian 1o o

- National Committee member,

- But fistly some commentson the vieyw
‘Expressed by Trotsky in the above quote,
Trotsky writes: "The international program
must proceed directly from an analysis
of the conditions and tendencies of world
_ €conomy and of the world political
&yStem taken as a whole in al] its connect.
ions and contradictions, " The ideal ex-
pressed here is fundamental 10 an under.
ding of internationalism, The fact
_in_l.eirin:ti:fnaliism is something more
- ABanan idea of solidarity or support for
- other working class struggles bll:}tpi}s most
a:g:ly 4 programmatic question,

. thatis, it is inseparably linked to an
ternational program which is but 4
lection of world reality today,

- g; have 4 program that is internation-
'en you will need an organization
BIch assesses its tasks on an international
i€, whose strategy flows from this
trnational program, That is, as with
_Engels, and Lenin, you will have
iid an international socialist party,

s program determines your party,
_#ﬂ reformist program - youy

ed to build a Leninist revolution-
- I your program is only baseq
reality, you won't build an

party either,

: iminary remarks. ley!
wha ﬁn Aarons saysdin his i

| “mm works for
e ( genuine
both at 4 mass leyel,
“utlonary movement,
M sh conceived of
feal debate in the worlg
Y MOVement over aims
Ractics; theoreticy) discussion
of major portance; solid-
ki and lib-
8, Especially those
; Fruggle at any
lange of experiences,

proceeding solely or mainly from condit-

its Own country . This also holds entirely

sounded for national programs for all time,
The revolutionary party of the proletariat
can base itself only upon an international

opening of the First Congress of the Comintern in

criticism and opinions, It should not
mean subservience of some parties to
others, nor can it be judged by v.:hu;*i'ln:r
you formally belong to a "disciplined
international organisation. "

Now I want to show why this limited view
of Internationalism is espoused by the
CPA and why they reject Lenin's and
Trotsky's views on the question, In the
CPA's 1970 Congress document we find
the following:

"A full Marxist analysis of the problems
of these socialist nations has yet to be
attempted by the CPA | , , .

""The CPA intends to devote attention to
the further understanding of the processes
at work within these nations, In order to
learn the lessons of history and gain a
deeper understanding of the principles
which should govern socialsim and the
activities of communists, and the reasons
for the achievements and deformations,

it is essential to make an objective analysis

and assessment of socialist development,
particularly of the Soviet Union, Such
assessment should include our own past
attitudes to and relations with the CPSU, "

Now without this analysis {and a full two
years later the CPA still has not made
one) the members of the Communist
Party of Australia can have no idea of
the "world political system as a whole_ "
They canmnot base their program on

an understanding of international reality
but only on parts of it. They can't an alyse
the process taking place in the workers
states, or in the Communist Parties
throughout the world that are linked 1o
these states. They cannot therefore even
understand themselyes.

But stark reality keeps knocking on the
CPA's door, In 1968 the Russian invasion
of Czechoslovakia threw the CPA into
turmoil. A majority of the party opposed
the invasion but there was no understanding
of why. It was like the liberals who re gard
the U.S. invasion of Indochina asa
"mistake" of U, S. foreign policy. They
were not able to analyse the nature of

the society that led to this situation and
then formulate political tasks accordingly,
The CPA's response to events such g5 o
these has been a partial retreat from Geo
Moscow school of “internationalism",

This is the emphasis:

“Tl?e Communist Party of Australia is
an independent Australian socialist party,"
(1970 Congress document of the CPA)

"The CPA, an independent revolutionan
party of the Australian working class, , , , "
(1972 Congress document of the CPA)

So the party will work out its own road
Lo socialism based on Australian realiry,
not Russian, or American or whatever,
But as Trotsky wrote in 1928 : "The
national orientation o the proletariat
must and can flow only from a world
orientation and not vice versa, " This is
€ven more true today.

But says the CPA

15ts
Going on from the above quote :

"This does not mean that we isolate
ourselves from movements internatinna“y,
On the contrary we take part in a1] possible
exchanges and discussions on internationa]

"We are international-

LING LIVE THE Tlrd INTERM
Ay ol
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quc_suu{zs, Presenting our views angd
iub_}ecl:mg to criticism on g reciprocal
asis both our own policies and those of

others as they affect international deyel-
Opments,

We believe that international relations
should be based on equality between
penp%e‘:: and states, and reject any concept
that identifies internationalism a-,-rith thuhl'
Stale or nations] interests of dny individ
ual people or country, g

:‘;e be;is:w: that SUr main contribution
mwur d progress is (o intensify the
uggle for fundamental socis] change

‘should havye

" INTERNATIONALISM AND THE

within Australia and against the react-
ionary policies of our own ruling class
and its imperialist allies,

In additien we give consistent support
to the socialist based countries and to

all revolutionary and liberation movements

in their struggle against imperialism, "
And from 1972 Congress documents:

"Solidarity against imperialism does not
prevent fraternal criticism on issues which
affect the world revolutionary process

and the struggle in Australia, while
recognising that solutions to these prob-
lems can only be implemented by the
peoples of these countries, "

[ think these quotes sum up their views
on internationalism (there is very little
elsz in their recent documents).
Therefore the CPA will have "views"
on international queastidns, but these
won't be part of its own program, they
won't call for a political revolution in
the USSR because "solutions to these
problems can only be implemented by
the peoples of these countries", We wall
mind our own business if you will mind
yours, This error of course flows from
the mistake that a program can proceed
"mainly from conditions and tendencies
of developments in its own country", So
their contribution to internationalism
will be to struggle here - their Program
is in fact a national one and not an
internationalist one,

Of course, the place anyone struggles is
where they are at, i.e., here. But in
what way do you struggle ? Around what

- == =
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of socialism based on an analysis of all
of world reality,’ Or around a national
program with some solidarity actions
with overseas struggles thrown in? Of
course one is going to say that inter-
nitionalism should not be identified with
the state or national interests of an
individual people or country", But
digclaiming this is not enough. Your
Program must reflect it. Internationalist
Programs start from an analysis of inter-
national reality and the CPA admits

it hasn't made this analysis,

The question is not 2 quibble, Socialism
cannot be achieved on a national scale -
only an international system is possible
and this the CPA does not recognise in
Its rejection of an internationalist
program which it intends to struggle for

and propagate c?uifwhcru,

And it is not surprising that the CPA

s this view, It was distorted

in the school of Stalinism and Stalinism's
Phoney "internationalism" was built
precisely around the natienal interests

of the USSR, It is clear also that the
CPA values the links it continues to
maintain with the Moscow-wing of
Stalinism, The "exchanges" t
g€l an international policy that is a' sum
total of national programs" as Trotsky
Put it, A nything that the overseas
parties say or do is ta) i
unless it affects
CPA swims in he e, SO
critical of the Czechos]
Support Bangla Desh, ambivalent about
the Middle East [confli ting interc 5L5)
slightly critical of the Mosc i

15 to merely

n as good coin
the miliey that the
they will be

oV l‘.j.ili invas ion,

COW summit
[51:'111--_- people are wal ing up) but there
will be no consiste nt internationalism
That would iInyolve a fundamental j
-edssessment, That would mean a choici
between Stalinism and revolution
Marxism, :
So when Laurie Any S reports back ¢
the ”HIh'l’ll.l[J'.":: 1] Situakt 5 Lh 0 [
manoceuvres of the | ich J-I-.-n. 1 4
Party are laud. d, it d ' i
this s the party that sold out th:
Sl’ILEggl::: 1nd « ountless Lther worl o
struggles, The similarity of the pas
what |}1C}' ar( L'h.=|-|;,;_ 15 ignored.
AZAlN In comme nting on the J. S.
elections, Denis I'".'.'ci].l_"_l, merely picks

A delegate (o the Second Congress of the Comintern addresses a Red Square rally
program? Around an international program  collaborationist position, Our intematioe

up the Communjst P .
That's good enough arty U, 3..&_
Issue, ) ;

(See art iﬂlﬁ.-

Brian Aarons rejects the vi
choice between Stalin 2
ism i.e, revolution

I have shown that thais {:?ﬁrx
the analyses of Tl‘ﬂ‘tﬁ]{}'isme
'20s tracing the degenera tj
Communist Party of the
and all the subsequent even
unbroken tradition of Marxis
continuation of Lenin's 'Jiewml
fact the only fyl) Marxist M
events in the workers
last 50 years that is a::l:.:i:felz:m o h
ru'.rolyricrmry Prictice tod,
question remains - when the.t:;h
gets round to analysing the g e

of the Russian revolution, wﬁ_ﬁ:‘?‘ﬁﬁﬁ

up with a new (or old) apolg
Stalinism or will iy C
our analysis and ar |
what it means to be internai

Before ending this re
ore Pﬂints.

"Action", cries Brian, "yq,

nail on the head", Our r::lc?curge i
question is clear, Througho 35
the Fourth Internationa] %_uu;:l;hi;oﬂw
role far out of Proportion to jis Ll‘.ﬂ:u
forces in defending the Viemamege
revolution, In this country our few
members (of the time) played a bi

m!.: in building the mMovement ands;lg-'
oriznting it to a revolutionary POsition,
When, in 1967 the CPA was pushing: &
"+St0p the bombing -~ negotiate! 35%!
line for the movement, only Tro
spoke out and organised against this clyg

alist program was responsible for this =
we were responding to the needs of the
Vietnamese - not bourgeois public
opinion here!

On the question of Lenin's views on
organisation the point is again missed
by Brian Aarons. Lenin adopted a
revolutionary form of organisation not
because he wanted power for himself;
or even merely because of Tearist
repression, it was adopted because of
his program, A program that seeks to
overthrow a centralised state and puts
this task on the order of the day needs
to be centralised along Leninist lines,
If you don't see your task this way the
of course you need a loose collection
individuals willing to engage in actita
occasionally,

Today we have an extremely powerful
centralised state backed by an inters
national system of imperialism, From
this [lgws your need for an inlcm_ﬂlﬂﬂ
party with a program to combat impers
ialism and Stalinism, In these circums
stances a revolutionary party will be
the Bolshevik party before its degeneis
ation at the hands of the conservallve
bureaucracy in the USSR,

To conclude then, this reply to Brian
Aarons' letter was an attempt o show
that the CPA is not internationalistas
Brian seems to think, | have nol dealt
with his bluff about "distortions ;{nfl
half-truths" supposedly contained in ?
Gordon's article, Where is his evidenes
attempted to show that yos
ind choose, that is have 2
little bir of Moscow, a little bit Oltﬂ‘e
CPUSA, a dash of Trotskyist t‘rillﬂ]ﬂ?nn
on, You will put '}-’C’LII':RC” agak
the revolution on gn interna Li'—"'"ﬁl scale
u will still be trapped in the
.I|":'il ii !.an “i-“d':pcndtnt
istralian party", The analysis of the
ind the USSR still needs to be
| Lhi t-ll',’l‘u o Nl WE r\."l:*.!'k f{)n'\'.i[d.
ng a start al least. But the questics
do you differ Irom the
. "e"""“"'”--"--i" Marxist _]J-l,ll'}’:-'ii of '[_hf_' lfﬂ
opposition and the Fourth ]n[urnutlﬂn:ﬂr
This: ~|iJL.':.E'|-.'-'.r cannot be “H"”':'“l':d tors
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LETTERS

Dear Comrades
[ would like to kmow
more about the "Soclalist Youth Alliance!
I am7already a subscriber to your paper
"Direct Action".
Could I level a eriticism at "Qirect
Action"? Why aren't there any letters to
the Editor?

Sincerely,

Gavan McCarthy,

(Thanks for the criticism, although the
absence of a letters column hasn't been
through any desire on our part. Space is
always a pressing problem in a sixteen.
page soclalist paper, especially before we
went fortnightly. However, we hope to
have a regular letters column from now
on, Letters are wel come: comments,
criticisms, contributions, or eyen praise,
but try to keep them to less than 300
words. Keep a copy yourself, we won't
be returning contributions, )

MINERS

Dear Comrade,

I was interested to read
Sol Salby's article "Miners Fight Clutha"
in your issue of 22/5/72, Comrade Sol
points “out that this was a first; this may
well be true. However, I would like to
point out to your readers that the Hunter
River Coal Miner's Protection Association
formed a co-operative coal mine, in the
Newcastle area, in 1863, This mine em-
ployed at its peak 300 men, although a
lack of capital to replace worn machinary
forced its sale after three years, and it
provided a very healthy precedent to our
comrades in the coal mining industry,

Those who wish to follow this up, might
consult Brian Fitzpatrick's definative work
"A Short History of the Australian Labour
Movement", recently re-published by

Macmillan,
Yours Fraternally,
J.P. Butland.
The Editor,
Comrade,

Sure Ralph Nader is a reformist,
He admits it himself, But Sol Salby's
"analysis" (DA 14/7/72) was superficial
and useless, except to show us where we
stand, which is against Ralph Nader,
[t is as illuminating to dismiss Nader as
an apologist for capitalism as it would be
to accuse General Motors of the same
thing, There are fairly significant diff-
erences between the two,

What Nader has done is to have implanted
almost single handed, in masses of people
the idea that the giant corporations can
be challenged effectively by their victims.
If the challenge has so far only been on
the quality of their products and the
safety of their cars, this may at least be
the thin end of the wedge. Any truly
objective analysis would have to admit
that Nader has achieved more in 10 years
than many Western revolutionary move-
ments in 20,

What sense is there in Sol Salby's state-
ment that "the evils of capitalism cannot
be eliminated by appealing to its courts"?
The fact is that Nader has eliminated
fome of these evils ;mc]‘;h'ﬁmre impaortant,
has founded the beginnings of a ginuine
mass-based movement of "consumer
dction" which, once established as a

principle in the minds of people, is ob-
viously amenable to the prom ptings of

CPA REPORTBACK

A CPA delegation led by its national
scretary , Mr L. Aarons, last mornth
visited a number of countries and had
talks with twelve or thirteen Communists
parties, Mr, Aarons reported on the
results of these talks to a meeting at the
H[.hh"rii-: 1kers' Hall in 5}'(1“!-"? on ]uh‘r 13th,

What did these various parties haye to

talk about? [t appears that the CPA is not
45 isolated as some people think, The

dele gation was unable to arrange a meeting
With the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, but it was accorded a warm and
friendly welcome by a number of import-
400 parties, There were certainly differ-
cnces, Mr. Aarons reported, but there

Wds also a similarity of outlook on many
'Sues. The CPA has much in common w
With other parties in advanced capitalist

‘

revolutionary ideologists, Marx and
Lenin saw the necessity of using popular
discontents and Popular organisations g5

a starting -point, Could not Martin
Luther King's reformism be seen, in retro-
spect, as an “objectively necessary" stage
in the radicalisation of the Black Civil
Rights movement?

All successful revolutionaries have found
that at certain stages there are advant-
ages in the United Front and in the
considered use of the judicial system
against its own interests,

Unlike the issues of the §, Africa Rughy
tour or even the Vietmam war, the ruling
class cannot simply defuse the consumer
and environmentalist movements by a
single cabinet decision, Add the
Women's Liberation and still-nascent
Workers Control movements and you
have the basis for a genuine home-
grown revolutionary movement that can,
at @ pinch, by-pass the institutionalized
parties and trade unions and confront the
whole capitalist system. Therefore Nader
and consumerism need careful analysis;
maybe even a revision of some theory to
dccomodate such phenomena,

Justin McDermott,

INTERNATIONALISM,
ORGANISATION &
THE CPA

The Editors,
Direct Action,

Gordon Adler's analysis and criticism of
the CPA (DA No. 20, May 22nd) leaves *
much to be desired as a fair and logical
critique. For instance, there are many
factual errors about CPA policies, attit-
udes and actions. Thus the account of
events in the NSW Teachers' Federation

s 50 false as to border on fantasy, as any
radical activist teacher could testify.
Given space, many assertions made

by Gordon (for which he does not supply
evidence) could be shown to be distortions
and half truths at best. [ will merely state
that anyone wishing to know what the CPA

really stands for, and what it really does,
shoui:-:l study its documents and puélicutlﬂri&
rather than rely on bits of gossip.

In this reply I wish to examine two major
issues raised by Gordon: Internationalism
and revolutionary organisation, In his
analysic of these, GA displays a narrow
conception of Marxist theory and a liking
for simplistic explanation - failings

which are at least as bad as his factual
errors, His bold assertion that the CPA
"has repudiated some of the most basic
elements of Marxism, such as the supreme
importance of the international move-
ment, the need for party organisation, and
the necessity of viewing every question
from the standpoint of the class interests
of the workers" is simply not true,
usual, there is complete lack of sup]:h'ortling
evidence, but perhaps more important is
the absence of definitions of terms such

as "supreme importance”, "international
movement” and "party organisation", The
The fact is that Gordon wants to judge the
CPA according to his own conceptions of
what these terms mean, and avoids taking
up the real issues involved,

Let us take internationalism first, GA
concedes that theCPA places stress on
solidarity actions (if only he knew it, he
has hit the nail on the head - concrete
actions are needed most of all, not sterile

countries such as France, [taly, Japan,
and Britain, as well as those of Spain and
countries living under more oppressive
regimes, Apparently, the views and the
policies on which there is agreement now
outweigh any differences. Mr., Aarons
was particularly impressed by the elect-
oral coalition formed by the French
Communist and Socialist parties, which a
are expected to have a good chance of
forming a government after the next gene
general election, :

The Communist Party of France with which
the CPA finds such accord today, is the
same party that capitulated to soviet
pressure after initially denouncing the
invasion of Czechoslovakia. And that ini-
tial denunciation was made, not from any
fundamental analysis of the reasons for

the invasion, but from a fear that failure
to do so might hinder its electoral chances,
The French CP stood aloof from the great

by the SWL,

of the FI supported
Aut the real nm%:
international party, based on which
programme and undertaking which
actions. There are at least four trends in
the worker's movement each claiming that
their line is the best one, their internat-
Ionalism the truest. Like the Stalinists,
GA wants to judge the CPA's internation-
alism according to whether it supports the
organisation he wants it to support, Change
the FI to CPSU or CPC and one has the
SPA or the CPA(ML) talking.

Nor is it true that ", ..the CPA identifies
all international organisations with Stalin-
Ism,..". Rather, the CPA works for
genuine internationalism both at 2 mass
level, and in the revolutionary movement
Intemationalism should be conceived of
as follows: real debate in the world rey-
olutionary movement over aims, strategy
and tactics; theoretical discussion on
questions of major importance; solidarity
actions with revolutionary and liberation
movements, especially those bearing the
brunt of jthe struggle at any given mom-
ent; exchange of experiences, criticism
and opinions. It should not mean subser-
vience of some parties to others, nor can
it be judged by whether you formally
belong to a "disciplined international
organisation, "

In the present state of the world movement
the most pressing need is for genuine
solidarity actions on the one hand and
principled debate on the other., But
rather than attention to this, the content
of internationalism, we get formal argu-
ments from all sides about whose party or
organisation represents the tue Internat-
ional, It is not surprising that the argu-
ments of those more interested in form
than content should be formally the same.
Thus GA asserts that by ;1rtacE'1:ng the 4th
Intemational the CPA is lining up with
Stalinism! Perhaps the best reply is
simply to point out that pro-Soviet com-
munists argue that the CPA "by attacking
the CPSU, is lining up with Trotskyism"!
GA's argument stems from his belief that
the only altematives for revolutionary
socialists today are Stalinism and Trotsk-
yism. The CPA begs to differ. We do
not agree completely with the CPSU, the
CPC or any of the Trotskyist [nternation-
als, although we may have common
interests and attitudes on some questions
with all of these., Cuwr internationalism
can be judged from our documents and
our actions,

Throughout his article, GA displays an
amaung organisational fetishism. He
quotes Lenin : the proletariat has no
other weapon but organisation in its
struggle to power, Fair enough = But
then we have the astounding assertion
that what gave the bolshevik party its
strength and brought it victory was its
organisation. This is hardly a true
“Leninist" speaking, for there is no reco-
gnition of ideas, policies and platforms
here - everything is reduced 1o a single
cause, The victory of the bolsheviks
was due as much to their ideology as to
organisation - or more precisely, 1o a
combination of both.

In any case, the real question is what
Lype of organisalion we need in present
conditions, Many methods of the
bolsheviks were specific 1o the needs of
a party operating illegally under an

As usual autocracy, as Lenin himself stressed.

The CPA, despite the problems of its
past, and present differences of approach
15 attempting to develop an organisation
suited to the conditions of advanced
capitalism, Such an organisation should
combine the widest democracy with uni-
ted action around party policy, as we
have stressed in recent documents and
publicatons, We do not "identify bol-
shevik organisation with Stalinism";
what GA should really have siid is that
CPA organisation no longer adopts the
narrow methods of those who read Lenin
in a formalistic way, instead of seeing his
works on party organisation as a theory

revolutionary struggles of May 1968, it
has been silent about the imprisonment of
dissidents in the Soviet Union, it has had
nothing to say about the betrayal of the
Vietnamese people by the Soviet and
Chinese leaders, and as the price for its
alliance with the corrupt sccialist party
it has abandoned its opposition to NATO"
Czechoslovakia is forgotten, repression

in the Soviet Union is forgotten, the past
is forgotten. All that matters is that each

CP should stick to its own tasks , in its own Why are the A.aerican able to bomb the

country, without interfering in what is of
no concern to it,

Mr. Aarons did admit, under pressure
that he was opp osed to the imprisonment
of Pyotr Yakir in the Soviet Union. With-
out an analysis of the reasons for the long
series of such trials, however, a mere
statement of opposition to the sentence
carries lirtle conviction, Mr. Aarons

GA can eritic

~and ﬁEt methods

oy
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riticise the CPA for not adopt-
?ollc;ﬂ-nf the FT or certain
organisation. Rut he should say
specify exactly which policies
_ instea using
abstract, undefined terms, Then we
can have a debate about real issues,
based on facts, not a ritualistic slogan
match based on gossip and distortion,

Brian A arons,

(* Gordon Adler, a long-standing member
of the Communist Party of Australia,
contributed an article on Internationalism:
and the CPA to DIRECT ACTION No, 20,
In the article Gordon explained why he
supported the SWL's position on Internat-
ionalism and other questions,

ing th
forms
50, and

On the abbreviations used:-

F.I. — The Fourth Intemational, World
Party of Socialist Revolution founded by
Trotsky in 1938 after the degeneration

of the Third International under Stalin,
S.W.L, — Socialist Workers League, the
organisation supporting the F.I. in
Australia,

C.P.5.U,— Communist Party of the
Soviet Union,

C.P.C, — Communist Party of China
5.P.A, — Socialist Party of Australia—
pro-Moscow split from CPA,

CPA(ML) — Communist Party of Australia
Marxist - Leninist, pro-Peking split

from CPA,)

PRAISE

Dear D.A.,
We r]z-,15=3 find your paper

a real encourageinent in this ¢ ountry.

Omnce the international movement to

provide a new banner for revolutionary

Marxism, the Trotskyist movemznt, was
small and isolated,
MNow as is evidenced by the SYA , SWL,
the SAL and SOCIALIST ACTION and
papers and groups the world ove
the revolutionary potential of the oppres
sed could not be better attended to in the
current period.
Keep up the good work, and of course,’
renéw my subscription,

i:_:_-.i_—”—] __I-l:l:r

Skip Ball.

Denver, Col I

CONCERNED PARENT

The Editor,
Dear Sir,

Y our |'~..;-;~,g,_'fj_._' il has arrived
today, and I must emphatically reques
you Lo stop sending it,

Lester is under age and in my care and |
do not find it a suitable paper for him,
especially with exams looming near

I do not know whether he has sent a
subscription for it or for how long, bui

if he has been wing his pocket money lor

lhj.lr, then he deserves to loose it as I have

on school work,

ashed him to concentrite
This is the plea of a very concerred
parent - who is at the end of patience,
I am likely 1o take further action unloss
you do not concede to my requesi.

Yours faithfully,
F.1.J—
P.S F. ’

And please remove his name from your

records, now and for all time.
A i

et S

B

(Editor's note, This letter is GENUINE'
Don't despair Lester ' If this copy of DA
reaches you, find a safe friend's address
and we'll continue your subscription to
there, )

disputed figures contrasting the miserable
quantity of Soviet- Chinese support lor

the Vietnamese with the massive military
investment by the United States, But on
questioning he agreed that the Soviet
Union could do a great deal more 1o help
the Vietnamese. He offered no explana-
tion, however, for the failure of the
Soviet Union to do its utmost to support the
Vietnamese revolution, Why did the =
Soviet leaders inyite Nixon to Moscow 7

vl e o

dikes with impunity ? Why is Yakirin
prison ? Why was Czechoslovakia invaded?
Why does the Soviet goveran:ent provide
arms for the government of Ceylon to
cursh the renolution? Why? Why ? Why?
The CPA seems no closer to the answers &
these sorts of questions thaa it was in the

I\




; imum efficiency, organisation
te vote taken nationally the workers ensure max ; e
S F decidicm ;keéo?n;ﬁfzam g:c!dr:d 316 to 271 to return to work, with of these "unofficial" strikes is needed,
ri?:;tir:ﬁ?n::n‘;gio;amply illustrates Victoria voting 187 to 27 against. both to w:n n::l‘;wllgn}'::u:j snl}:l:pgtj;:i&:e:?
2 as a counter-w -
B L o the represent cracles, Strike committees cannot act w
Vi ustice Moore refused to grant an crs i
el menq'-dﬂ:r:c ‘:iilnc‘?nn;f;?;;s ;z:tejrim pay rise other than a miserable within a vacuoum huF are arg;nhedhon
anal_ved' "]: mpﬂﬁis decgis:lon will enable $3, 60 to 54, 80 the workers decided to alnd nroun.d the demands at the rac. and
e Q;: b ":és to apply to the Com- gO out again, against the union officials’ file, seeking to gain as much solidaricy
::;n:'elri‘t:lg?:dusuial PCE:JEn-t for a bans advice, This was the excuse Moan; was action as possible,
v es 1 looking for — he once again refused to
il f;:rtberf}trcuaz:aglge i discu.ssgany claims while the workers were THE ELECTIONS AND THEIR E'FF‘ECTS
e : With rumours of an early election in the

imposed on the unions and these will out, ai both the LiberalCormery ey

amount to $1000 per day the strike cont- e e Ta e ey .
THE ROLE OF THE UNION BUREAUCRATS coalition an the - party are

:!l::e:il_:;re}:g :::s:r?cet;no}::: ?nlﬁfﬁsiigﬁt The whole outlook of the position of the nirating heavily on the issues raised in the

union officials can be summed up in a labour movement as these are continuing
e statement from C,A, Dolan, the ACTU to become even more i—estless. 'I'h:fef o
i en unior Vice-president and the union intransigence of the of company officials
?;.:‘ifét‘é;;ﬁn?ugilﬁ Ec;:'s:y Lpresentaﬁve in the Arbitration Court: in their every effort to smash the ol
5,,&, that oil officials are preparing a "...And if Arbitration is not going to strike illustrates in a vivid way the
show-case in destroying any form of settle this, then God help us," Very split between sectors of the bourgeoisie
militant action proposed by the oil strik-  clearly he recognized the threat of rank over how to deal with labour militancy.
and file action if the dispute couldn't The uncompromising attitude of no
T be refolved through ''the right channels® negotiations on the of dispute until the
i orms o The position of union officials in this workers retum to work, no concessions
::a:a];:fg ::‘;:::&Th: fsu'ﬂcersf One capitz(l’s!sr epoch , with few exceptions, whatsoever , represents one wing of the
15 the use of the penal powers and the is tied to the role of arbitrating any capitalist class who wish to see labour
‘second (which shall be dealt with later fights which occur. Due to their privil- unrest put down with force and wl_m would
on) is the role of the union officials, eged social position, they must seek to welcome the retum of McMahon in the
defend their own interests against the forth-coming elections,
THE DEVELOPING FIGHT rank and file and the worldng class as

te of strikes in the oil industry 2 whole. They also must play a contra-  THE PLANS OF THE GOVERNMENT
!l?:a?ilu nub the question of the 35 hour dictory role — that of appearing as the The Liberal Country Party coalition has
week, This was one of 48 demands that  genuine leaders of the rank and file and considered the dispute as a god sent gift
the four unions involved in the dispute —  that'of dispersing and dampening any to improve its electoral prospects. Try-
1

the Electrical Trades Union, Auvstralasian militant action from below, ing to extract as much advantage,
Society of Engineers, Federated Iron- they have undertaken a course designed
workers Alsoclal:lon, and the new ACTU president Bob Hawke, asa mouth to encrease the employers' intransigence
Amalgamated Metal Workers Union — piece for the union officials has once as well as intimidate the strikers, Strong
P d to the oil rep tives as again revealed his role as a labour-faker,  pressure has been put on the employers
a log of claims for a new two year award urging consistently that the unionists designed to harden their stance, State-
in the oil industry. return to work in order to have their ments by various politicians threatening
claim brought before arbitration, Arbi- the oil workers with deregistration, fides
Initially the oil companies wouldn't even tration, as has been mentioned before, etc have been made with increasing
consider discussing the 35 hour week has never served the interests of the frequency. Leaks from government offici-
lemand which lead to a strike in Victoria working people. Other | abour - fakers als concerning enforced payment of any

‘and Queensland on June 9 and NSW and in the oil dispute have also urged a return  fines imposed by the arbi tratiod court
outh Australia on June 22, On June 26 1o Work as against militant proposals to were only matched by leaks warning
‘union officials called the men back to - continue the strike action, of the possible use of troops, The
‘work which allowed the oil companies to intimidation of the unions was carried
| resume distribution of petrol and this, of Communist Party member and Victorian through the media as well. The media
 course, weakened the unions position Secretary of the AMWU John Halfpenny speculated about the use of troops and
ewhat. But on June 30 the nation- has also played a questionable role in without comment printed news items such
fl ide strike continued despite vague not politicizing the struggle or seeking to  as the presence of Major- General Kenneth
Offers of wage and conditions settlements  extend it in any way either in publicity IMackie GOC Eastern Command durin
| if the workers retumned, or in solidarity strikes, inisterial discussions situation,

the same time there appeared in the ACTU president Hawke must seek to On the other side, there are those who

pitalist mass media both threats of contain the labour unrest by channelling  express doubt about the effectiveness

vere petrol cuts to be imposed, and militant actions into Arbitration, In this  of this method of shackling the working

eating oil restrictions, Also way he tries as does Whitlam and other class and smashing their unions, They
with the scare tactics on petrol top leaders of the ALP, to win the "mod- favour a more subtle approach through
25 to many thousands of workers erate! or "middle ‘of the road voters", the machinations of the Australian Labor
Australia. These tactics are Granted that the Labor Party will give far Party, through the Cameron Proposals etc,

big more toncessions' to the working class

the power than the brute force of the Lynch Laws, Should the strike be won by the militant

1y and the use  the ALP will seek to introduge productivity efforts of the unionists it will shake even

tif the strike  deals etc to the detriment of the workers, more the confidence of the ruling class

- The ofl companies have and this can possibly lead to a further
d now that the BP refinery which Despite the negative role of the union split with some putting their support be-
| by the dispute can l'upp:-{e officials and Hawke, the rank and file are  hind the DIP — which is advocating a
‘Victoria's needs which gave beginning to take the initiative them- Chifley Style settlement, (Chifley the
e threats of dismissal, in that selves and this was well illustrated when ALP Prime Minister in 1949 used the
least, spontaneocus (or "uno{ﬁcial") strikes oc- Army to smash a strike within the coal

curred when Justice Moore refused to heay  Mines in NSW), in all future showdowns,

disputes in the labour moyement occun..  THE HAWKE PLAN

ingtoday, the rank and file are seizing the The oil maintenance workers strike took
: Opportunities akead of the union officials, 8 new tum on Tuesday July 23 when the
This  However it is crucial that in order to ACTU president presented the socalled

o & # 5

; any claims until there was - -
to work, n'fm Was after a hearing &
eleven claims were presenteq
; these Including a g27
Eehl and overtime
<€ and conditions,
e on the union officials to force
10 to work forced them
inyolying Hawke, the
involved in the djs.
‘unions, At this Meeting
‘wrge the men 1o resume

£ €xpectations that the v
wouldn't agree. b

On an aggre-

¥
| Australian workers can ensure the victont

® ands with solidarity action being taken

"Hawke Plan"; The €5sence of
was to offer to g ErOup of sma)) :h
panies, in Particular Ampo] the
unity to provide for emergen op

by getting the men to go ciyt:?u
a few refinerfes. The reaction of t;:k

companies was a stran ]

on changing their min, 8 The tt‘;,kl
sure whet.hrlslr or not they were :
to accept the ACTU's ¢,

included the limitatiog :fldml aky
to five companies on} a k:
lenges the basis of t.heyoilnd by e
The aimiof the Hawke Plan is 1o d{c:jz
the employers, It is based on the 2
ption that the big oil COmpanies ; Peg
Shell, and Mabil have been the =
stumbling block for the industry accs

the unions demands, The othey fio PLI8

are regarded by the ACTU leade, |
being more likely to accept the :;zunf X
The Hawke plan, which actually was
miﬂatgg by Laurle Carmichae] .. |
istant Secretary of the AMWY e N
ing member of the Cumml-mi;tla;n‘n;t; - 1
was endorsed overwhelmingly by the off
Indistry workers. The Dational yote wag
359 to 62 in fayor of the limited retum to
work, As DIRECT ACTION goes to
it seems that the return to work which
effects a small minority of the workery

FOR STRIKE COMMITTEES ! B |
LET THE RANK AND FILE MAKE THE
DECISICN 4
The attempt to divide the employers
under a militant leadership should be «
commended. If successful it can lead to
2 reversal for the ruling class. But let s
not forget the role of the curmrent leadershi
m?ﬁs:_ttempts to get the men back at
cost only a week previously. The plan hasfi
several advantages: it stops the employers i
from laying off any workers by pwvldinf
fuel to industry. No longer are they able |
to exercise pressure on the strikers througl
the ranks of other unionists. It also point!
out clearly the intransigence of the bosses.
and that it is they who are "holding the ;
public to ransom."” On the other hand th
Hawke scheme might be an elaborate
roundabout plan to get all the strikers
back to work, The wfway the oil
workers can safeguard themselves is by
taking control of the dispute into their
own hands and the setting up of strike =
committees. Hawke and Dolan (of going
back to work fame) should not be allow
to control the situation . Only a rank
and file leadership can carry the struggle
through to victory, 3

A defeat for this strike would be a defeats
felt throughout the Australian working

class, as it would lead to far mm.llﬂll I
ent measures to smash any workers'strugglegy
in the future.

FULL SUPPORT TO THE OIL STRIKERS
FROM THE WHOLE WORKING CD\SS.H |
It is essential to win support amongst 4
sectors of the working class, Only the B
full strength of workers can enable I‘l: !
workers to break the lsolaidc;? whlg as
been imposed by the capitalist m i
media all:d onlgyzhc full strength of the W

for the oil strikers demands, Full P‘:]bll:i
ity must be given to the oil strikers de

by other workers, Only united action W ¢
result in victory !

NO ARBITRATICN !

Arbitration has always been the mmneﬂﬁ
of the bosses in suppressing the working
class through "legitimate" icgislnlio:.““
Arltitration can and will lead to the de o
of the oil strikers demands; it will ntgr}]e
the militant actions already taken by

strikers,

NO STATE INTEFERENCE ! :
NO TROOP INVOLVEMENT }
The threat of using troops as scab labt-"u-;;e
in the dispute is intimidatory and mus b
opposed by all the trade union moyemne

other unions will be next:

|
f
|

—



