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CONTROL ON
THE JOB—
SAFETY FIRST!

ROD QUINN

All comespondence to Socialist

Youth Alliance, P.O. Box 581,
Sydney South, 2000.

Subscriptions $1.50 for 10 issues.

It should not take a Royal Commission to
tell building workers that they- and only
they, must control job safety. As the
Royal Commission into the West Gate
bridge "accident" unfolds, it becomes cleax
that everyone concemed-except the
workers, was aware of the terrible risk
being taken.

struggle. Carpenters are divided by rival
carpenters unions, labourers are divided from
carpenters by out-dated craft-consciousness
and to complete the sorry prospect, migrant
and local born workers are often separated
by the disease of chauvinism.

Doubtless; many union officials would claim

For too long, building workers have -
accepted employers' experts at theirword P E ST T T T
The fact that an engineer covers for his boss
by lying about safety seemed too monstrous
to believe. Building workers found it hard
to that they were classified as "bods"
or as a'labor factor!' Bruce Palling, writing
in Melbourne's Sunday Review 1/11/70,
.quoted E.A . Watts|safety officer speaking
of the problem of "...building workers'
low 1.Q." Tunks (the safety officer) said
that Watts had a very good record of
safety with only three men killed in twelve
years. L
ghe author of this Direct Action article _
s 4) participated in a strike against E. A,
Watts around a safety issue and b) been '
treated by a Watts' first aid man for a steel
.splinter in the eye; the first aid man set to
work with a match stick until the victim oy
fled to a doctor's surgery for the necessary |
minor operation) '

Feh Al

There is still 2 housing problem in Australia, |

chrenic hospital, school and university e
space shortages cripple many institutions
yet there isla building boom. Cashing in
on the festival are names like Utah con-
structions, Dillingham, Costain and of
course Freeman Fox of West Gate notoriety,
who join with Australian companies.

. In barely a decade and a half, Australians
have seen the transformation of their
capital cities. Beginning in the insurance

e and banking section then slowly
moving down-town, -steel, concrete and
£lass multi-storey office blocks have all
but t:_lbliteﬂted inter~-city contrasts and

idiosyncrasies,

"This million dollar juggernaut has shattered
- building traditions, confused trade unions

and created along with vast architectural

and social problems, the need for new forms
of defensive and offensive struggle on the
part of building workers. The savage
cnmpetiti?n and sharpening exploitation
rate mark:the inhuman nature of the ind-
ustry. Perhaps nowhere else is the

ic nature of capitalist economics

50 clearly visible.

The years of blunted militancy when union
{ﬁicr:ls channelled fight :a.ftt;:r fight into
the peaceful realms of Conciliation Comm-
ission Ct;h::;biers l-;;lwe left a toll of apathy
among ticnally a stive ¢ nters
and bu.'tlden‘ labmuerg?ECammlTap; czslhlg
off periods, tame-cat organizers and black-
lists for unre pentant rank- and-file leaders
have robbed workers of their anly reliable
weapan.

Clearly, building trade unions failed to
unify and influence workers towards offensive

that wages and conditions are not deteriorating ©l2iming the land back to its embrace

and would point to the collective bargaining and the scars are beginnin e h'- S |
workers' con gi ! I“l

agreements guaranteeing over-award pay
and proper pie-warmers etc. The reality,
however, is that the necessary one-hour's
notice of dismissal is still invoked with

monotonous regularity- most building work- No worker can afford to entrust hig

ers have difficulty in planning their budget

(finance companies often won't lend money urges the widest extension

to building workers) Primitive toilets,
stinking, overcrowded lunch-sheds doubling
as change-sheds and inadequate washing
facilities are still the rule.

How to reverse the decline? How to wrest
even the elementary standards from the
builder-hooligans?

The 5.Y.A. sees the recent builders
labourers vigilante tactics as a positive
development. The tactic, ideally suited '
to the transitory style of the industry, *
could be extended to check-mate rat-bag
sub-contractors. In some respects, sub-
contractors have been used effectively by
building financiers in the same way as
workers could use vigilantes. Sub-contract-
ors are mobile and hard to pin down.
They can breach safety restrictions,
pay casual workers,

: under-
provide no facilities

and then disappear and offer for loyal serviceTake the conflict from

to some other "respectable” master builder.
Alert building workers, armed with their
vigilante-type group in co-operation with
job committees could provide more than a
match for even the most elusive sub-con-
tractor. The magnificent defence of some
parklands, conducted by the Builders
Labourers Federation against an employer
of scab labour, stands as an example of

Nowhere is tro
perative demand as in the const

industry. No builder ¢ 108
inquish his hold on mya:ﬂ;ﬂm re

sonal safety to a builder,

The first responsibility of :f

the job should be to mnk-m?_i}:;:ﬂ'u;

Not one nail should be dri :
ven 4
boss provides Proper safety, Nl::f:::h' e

; absnlutely no

casual hiring and fj
work in iuclg ring

and unconditi

L onal 100 ¢
job level
stages.
IThe above are not unreal slo

context of potentially fightin
Workers in other advanced ca%ai\::lrifm

countries have .already won some of g} %

demands,

comes from brilliant negntja?oﬁ o

peddlars of irrelevant dogma. The tiny
has passed when the truant left couldliy
in the reflected glory of other people! =

revolutions. The burgeoning consciome
ness among workers demands our mq:m}:-ﬁ"

ible involvement.

flexible tactics in a quite common situation.

The land, in North Carlton (Vic) is owned
by the Victorian Railways.

Local residents backed by the Carlton
Association and the militant group of 26
unions have insisted that instead of turning
the land over to industry, it should be used
for parkland. After early moming con-
frontations, locals and unionists (notably
builders labourers) blocked the builder and
sent the masked scabs home.

At the time of writing, a writ has been
served on the builder. Nature, with the
aid of mysterious nocturnal creatures is

Scene below shows the Westgate
Bridge and the collapsed section.
Building workers have recently
shown their potential militancy
with the adoption of anti-war
resolutions which also advocate
blackballing war profiteers (see
page 10).
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QUEBEC:

A COLONY OF
ENGLISH CANADA

Mark Gans

(The following article is from the
Canadian socialist newspaper LABOR
CHALLENGE, in a special issue that app-
cared at the height of the Quebec crisis,
October 23. The N,D.P. is the New
Democratic Party, Canada's labour party.)

"We must,"said NDP leader Tommu}'
i wena g F A T Tast W!."{.LHJ ALK I eIves & e T

getting at the root of the matter- which is
why the people of Quebec, even if they
do not agree with the methods of the FLQ
s¢em to fecl an identity with them."
Why, indeed?

Start with a heightened sense of national
oppression. CQuebecpis are aware as never
before that Poverty speaks French and
Privilege speaks English. The French-
speaking Quebecois was, more likely than
not, bom poor, in an overcrowded urban
slum, into a large family which had only
a generation or two ago migrated from the
narrow insularity of rural Quebec. He is
still poor, as are the 705 of Montreal
family heads who today eamn less than
$6,000 a year. About 40% are in really
dire straits, with an eamning power of less
than $4, 000~ the conservatively drawn
poverty line of the federal government.

He grew up in an environment not unlike
that experienced by Pierre Vallieres, an
FLO leader who, in his autobiography,
"Negres Blancs d'Amerique' has described
it as replete with dilapidated housing,
disease, ignorance, gang warfare and
street battles in which "whole families
fought with iron bars, chains, chairs and
baseball bats" where "children dreamed of
gigantic fires, terrible murderers who

slit womens' throats, and kidnappers of
babies. "

As a result, the Quebecois gets the worst,
most underpaid jobs. He occupies the
lowest rungs on the occupational ladder
and is the last to be hired and first to be
fired.

Unemployment in Quebec is generally
twice as high as Ontario's and close to
half the Canadian total.

In some of the more depressed regions
outside Montreal, more than half the
working population knows welfare as a
fact of life.

Capitalism has more than the most
vicious arsenal of weapon: at its disposal
It also has working for it the most
gigantic publicity machine the world has

ever seen. Every day the press, tele-
vition and radio pour out a flood of lies
called information. Ranged against it
are a handful of publications. "Hopeless",
you say. "How can you stand up to that
monstrous apparatus and hope to win?".
But it can be done. The Vietnamese are
proving to the world that David can
defeat Goliath.

But it isn't easy. Putting out a newspaper
requires writers and photographers and
artists and typists and a host of volunteers.
It also requires money. To pay the
printer, and the typesetter, and the phone
company, and the landlerd, and
altogether too many other people.

You can't run a newspaper on dedication
alone. You can't build socialism with
determination alone. We can't succeed
alone: we need your help.

We need you and we need your

money. 1o start with, send us a

dollar for a subscription, to give us a

base for growth. And get everyone

else you know to subscribe: help

fpn:.ud the antidote to the daily press.

But subscriptions don't provide for
expansion. We need money to reach

new areas, new people. Money to

make this paper more relevant to you.

We need your money. We have no way
to get it except to ask for it. Help

build socialism by giving us your money .
Today. All of it.

See back page for donation clip-off.

When the Quebecois worker is lucky enough
to hold a steady job, it is with the unspoken
knowledge that advancement to a better
position is impossible without learning
Englich, the minority language. In
Montreal, where the worldorce is about

805¢ French, Anglophones— many of them
imported from English Canada and the US
linld 63% of the administrative posts and

83% of the jobs paying over 12.000 dollars,
according to figures cited by the Royal
Commission on Bilingualism and Bicultural-
15111 =

The arrogance of the multinational corp-
orations within Quebec on the language
question has been nothing short of bound-
less. A case in point is the large General
Motors plant in St-Therese which, up to
very recently, resisted union demands even
to translate the collective contract into
French. In a plant where 95% of the
workers are French-speaking, virtually all
of the supervisory persomnel speak English.

His younger, university-trained brother or
sister shares similar frustrations. Discrim-
ination effectively blocks them from any
real decision-making authority in private
industry. A Quebecois manager with equal
qualifications can expect to eamn about 2(
less than his English speaking counterpart
in private industry, with chances for
advancement correspondingly low.

In recent years, the creation of a skilled and

relatively well-educated workforce with
few job outlets in the English dominated
multinational corporations has led many

university graduates to turn to the professions

or the provincial government bureaucracy.
Young, edocsted, bursting with ambition
and often ability, that's why they often
constitute the frustrated angry backbone

of the independence movement.

For both student and worker, the signs of
foreign domination are everywhere.
American and English-Canadian brand-
names veil the fact that over 80% of the
population is French and that Montreal is
the second- largest French-speaking city
in the world. But it is more than some-
thing which simply offends the cultural
sensibilities of the Quebecois, more than
merely another distressing condition of life
It is the root condition of his life and
determines his entire consciousness.

Quebec is thoroughly controlled by foreign
capital, and its effects have so thoroughly
distorted tha economy that it. conforms, in
many ways to the classic colony. Consider:
A heavy concentration on extractive and

cheap-labour industries; minimal allocation

of funds for such basic services as health
and education; a large pool of under and
unemployed labour; the division of the
working class along national lines; gross
regional disparities which allow modemn
industrial cities_to coexist with squalid
pools of rural underdevelopment; and a
native propertied class restricted, by and
large, to small-scale wrban manufacturing
and rural agriculture, with large industrial
and finance capital in the hands of
-foreigners ,

This is the situation which has become
increasingly challenged by the Quebecois
people in the last decade.

This has been a period marked by the
growth of a powerful student movement,

I of independent sentiment

Vi s e
ne steddy Tise

and the shattering of old political align-
ments.

It has also been a period of militant labous
truggle. The last decade, particularly

1ts closin F yedrs, has been marked |
proftracted and often violent strikes, includ-

ing factory occupations at Domtar, Vickers
and Davies shipbuilding, and even the

Iormation of an armed workers' defense
COrps at a paper mill in East Angus- Windsor
These twin currents- of independent agit-
ation and labour upsurge- fused toward t

end of the last decade. Last vear was a
watershed in the Quebecois we
struggle, which saw
marching in protest with independentist
students over a variety of national issues
like Bill63 (the government sponsored
language bill designed to entrench Englisl
school privilege ) and McGill Francais

(a popular proposal to tum that bastion of
English privilege into a French-speaking
university), and labour issues/likethe
Lapalme layoff of postal w
police strike and the Murray Hill bus
monopoly.
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an increasing number
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Although they have yet to develop their
Own party or program, the growing support
of many Quebecois workers for political
independence was clearly demonstrated by
their heavy vote for the party Quebecois
in last April's elections. But the vote for
the pro-capitalist PQ is cnly symptomatic
The thrust of working class nationalism

15 profoundly revolutionary. The Quebec
workers' support for the statehood signifies
above all, a deep rejection of the status
quo -and, by implication, the social
structures which it consecrates.

That is why, in effect, the FLQ 's call

for a Quebec economy owned and operated
by the workers and farmers themselves
could find a response among broad layers
of the population.

And these'sentiments: War Measures Act
notwithstanding- will endure and develop
beyond the passing of the FLO from the
stage of Quebec politics.
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al if "Direct Action lo, 2 1
.~'-1-* ||—§\."':I'I_f'lr_ v I_"I..",-"i i ITeme i'_, F
couraging e had expected it to
be harder to sell than No. |, without
a Moratorium to sell it at, ani
thought it would be difficult to sell

the 1000 that were sold of |
act, we have nearly sold 2000!
>ales at places like the cit

and Carlton shopping centres on
Saturday momnings will be a fairly
regular outlet in future as well as
pop concerts, films etc. Two ALP
rank-and-file meetings netted a total
of 400 DA 's sold, and with the
feature of No. 2 being on the Arab
revolution, 150 were sold direct to th
Arab community or at meetings on
the Middle East {indeed at two of
these meetings our sales average was
1008¢, or over, many people buying
several copies).

¥, Prahran

i ok ok ¥ ¥ Ok ¥ x ON

Of course the sight of "Direct Action"
sellers at every political event.in
Melbourne, doesn't always win us
ifriends in some circles. The Maoists
are particularly irked by the sight,
and the obvicus success and popularity
of the paper (perhaps it brings to
their minds unfortunate memories of
attempts to sell "Vanguard"?). At
a folk concert at the Melbourne Town
Hall to raise money for the victims
of the Westgate Bridge disaster, {they
revealed their petty and vicious ~
attitude. Several Maoists were dis-
tributing a builders' labourers leaflet
on the disaster and one of them
attempted to harrass an SYA member
selling "Direct Action". A few
moments later two girls going to the
concert retumed their leaflets to him.
Embarrassed by this rzaction in front
of a despised Trotskyist, the Maoist
petulantly turned and attempted to
snatch the papers out of the DA
seller's hand. (In an argument later,
their parancia went to such lengths
as to claim that the two girls who
retumed the leaflets were Trotskyists!

*OE R oE KK ok k&

However, although the Maoists
couldn't stop us selling that night,
the cops did. Apparently leading
dignitaries were expected at the
concert (a means of absolution for
the capitalists’' criminal attitude to
workers' safety?) and orders were
given and cops called to clear us
away. An 5YA member who isa
member of the Builders' Labourers
Union then attemn to help hand
out the union leaflets. this, a
petty-minded little Stalinist n
over and tried to stop him. Hi
justification? "He'sa
{l’n:idemllg:m. of
. Jeaf]
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POLLUTION

‘ epinning to realise that we may
;Ewﬁ:ﬁfng thegﬂnal disaster in human
history. Scientists are warning us fmd
the news media have taken to passing
the warnings on. The word "pollution
is turning up even in election speeches.

But the problem goef far beyond the
merely unpleasant or even dangerous
pollution of our surroundirgs; the sur-
vival of humanity is at stake. We are
faced with environmental destruction on
a scale that may reduce mankind to a
miserable remnant or destroy it com-

pletely.

Only a minority of the world's population
can get enough food even now, and our
environment is rapidly filling up with
substances which harm us or reduce the
earth's capacity to support us. Over the
next few decades man seems inclined to
finish off the world's supplies of high-
grade resources, decimate food product-
iyity, make our surroundings quite
poisonous and radioactive, all in the
name of corporate survival. * This sur-
vival is in turn dictated by the profit
system which has long ago outlived its
usefulness to man.

An allied question to pollution is the
question of "over-population”, and it is
used to some extent by apologists for the
capitalist system in order to cover up
the increasing irrationalities of that
system. Certainly, over-population is
a world-wide problem in the context of
world-wide capitalism, simply because
the problem of feeding the millions
starving in the under-developed countries
does not enter into the scheme of profit
making.

A typical example is shown in the fact
that fisheries in Peru do not feed the
protein-hungry population because the
fish are sold to the highest bidder - a
cat food manufacturer in the United
States.

Thus the question of over-population
should be seen as one which mainly
arises out of the capitalist system itself.
For instance, China has now virtually
eliminated the problem of widespread
hunger, despite bureaucratic misleader-
ship. This is in direct contrast to
neighbouring India, still within the
capitalist system, and one of the first
countries to spring to mind when one
speaks of starving masses.

Likewise in Cuba, as soon as the
revolution had triumphed, the problem
was not over-population but scarcity of
labour power. In a few short months
Cuba was transiormed from a country
in which millions were unemployed or
under-employed , most of the year to a
country which had an almost unlimited
need for labour power. At the same
time, starvation, malnutrition and
illiteracy were virtually eliminated.
Health care became every individual's

- JOHN PRICE

right, not a privilege enjoyed by a
wealthy few. Clearly, Cuba's problem
was not over-population and Cuba's
example shows the direction man must
take. e :

Over-population can thus be seen as
being engendered and aggravated by
capitalism, and it can only be eliminated
by rational planning on a world scale;
in short, world socialism..” It may still
be a problem for some time under a
society in transition to Socialism but is
immediately alleviated to a large
extent in a planned economy. More
importantly, the prospects for curbing
future unwanted population growth are
infinitely brighter and more feasible.

For a penetrating and factual survey of
the whole question read '"The Doomsday
Book" by Gordon Rattray Taylor (Thames
& Hudson, $5.95).- Nothing much
shorter could even summarise the pre-
dicament. i
Taylor raises some prospects that are
quite drastic, always making clear which
are worrying possibilities and which are
positively imminent. I shall mention

a few of them; for discussion,

evidence and references, read the book.

It may be, for example, that the world's
climate depends on a delicate balance
which we are about to disturb by adding
dust to the atmosphere, . interfering with
carbon dioxide levels and altering the
earth's surfaces. We may be risking
either the destruction of all life by
overheating within 70 years or a new

ice age beginning about 1980, -
(Consolation: not both).

By attempting to extract larger yields
from chemically-regulated intensive
farming we invite ecological disasters
and worse famine than ever.

Building large dams can almost cer-
tainly cause earthquakes.

The oceans are still used as dumps for
thousands of products with unknown
biological effects, but it is no longer
possible to regard the sea as an infinite
sink, capable of diluting and absorbing
everything drained into it. -Lead is now
present in the Pacific at ten times its
natural level. About half the world's
mercury production reaches the oceans,
and already fish from the Baltic are
accumulating so much as to be inedible.
Pesticides and herbicides may even
threaten the marine plankton which -
produce 7066 of the world's oxygen, and
feed the fish on which more than ha If
mankind depends for essential protein.

Nothing is being done to c ontrel the
contamination of the air with asbestos,
which is evidently quite efficient at
producing cancer and fibrosis.

Already some Indians are probably
getting lethal doses of DDT which 15

accumulating in all of us. It cun
damage the brain and nervous system,
and may cause-cirthosis, cancer and
reproductive disprders. DDT collects
in fatty tissues, and one might con-
centrate enough of it to suffer from

poisoning by getting fat and slimming
drastically. -

Lead is increasingly 'present in the air,
food, drinking water and of course, us.
Many American? undoubtedly contain

more than the doubtful "saf ety level”
of this cumulative poison. There is
evidence that lead considerably shortens
life-span in doses too small to cause

“Bo}}, You Had Me Worried for a Moment There —
I Thought You Said Three to Five Years!”

-

signs of poisoning (it works on rats, so

it probably works on us). The US,
despite its medical care and low infant
mortality, ranks only 32nd in the world
for life expectancy! Meanwhile,
technology finds increasing use for

other toxic metals - cadmium, beryllium
and thallium.

Radioactive substances are perhaps the
most frightening of the pollutants
added to the environment we eat,
drink, breathe and walk about it. They
are an unayoidable by-product of
nuclear power generation, which in
turn is an unayoidable response to the
energy needs of super-population
technology (coal and oil cause smog and
are running out anyway). Taylor shows
clearly that the US Atomic Energy
Commission is guilty of amazing deceit
conceming the damage done by their
activities and the risks of accident.
The "safety standards" suggest that the
AEC is prepared to accept doubling the
natural rate of radiation-induced
diseases like leukaemia, as part of the
electricity bill, (But no one could sue
them for it: in any given case the
chance that the damage was man-made
would be only 50-50. ).

1%

A more direct result, but harder to
measure, is the danger of disorders
caused by the stresses of overcrowded
living. There is convincing evidence
r:hat owing to frustrated territorial
F}nst_ilncts, this damage is quite severe.

dylor warns against hopi

"technicist" miﬁ:tinn to pthigeiniljﬂnpmew
I?Oblemj which would at best leav;nem -
"arel}r sutisfactory way of life. I‘wia:;l 3

may succeed in detoyi ing the soj]: &
may clean the air ennugK to bn-athl B &
purify at least some of the water f{, g 4
May avert starvation by glving up : :
;t:;!; in favau;fuf algae and cmf'.rerteﬁ

eum ... If by drugs or i
prlocesses, people are ltfi to :;;:;i:::ﬂs
laéin ife without too much re gret, what
wmclldu_r vic]:u:hy will that be? ... a
in which people live 1i

hens? ... a world ii which et:r:’r:;t:w
has to work many hours a week to re-
establish an approximation to the
conditions which, at a more reasonable
level of population nature would pProvide
free of charge, would make 2 mocke
of technology ... and even this 4/
solution only contrives to be possible
if population growth is eventually

brought under control and the level
stabilised".

In short, we must achieve population
control sooner or later, and unless we do
it rather soon, we will only succeed in

substituting a minor catastrophe for a
major one. .

Ultimately, population is absolutely
limited by the earth's capacity to pro-
duce food, and that is limited by the
supply of solar energy which drives the

plant kangdom. (Food either consists
of plants or feeds on them). Food pro-
duction is also limited by fuel supplies
for the technology supporting modern
cultivation. Technologists sometimes
propose a science fiction future for the
billions in which artificial cultivation
is powered by atomic energy, together
with super-scientific industry capable
of using ordinary rocks when high-grade
minerals run out. But (1) the innovat-
ions are highly unlikely to be ready in
time for the population and (2) the 4
earth's capacity to dispose of waste heat
places a definite limit on the use of e
power stations. e

Population explosions have been )

observed many times in animals othets
than man. They are normally follo#s
by an extremely rapid crash. Often®

is not food shortage which causes the
crash; many animals have evolve
mechanisms for avoiding increds& €y = B
starvation point. Taylor remSt=s L
beetles, when crowded, produce . g:icb -
which is lethal to their larvae and W i

is also anti-:f:h:mii:ia: y Many species
of animals ... kill or even eat their

young when conditions become crowded".

In many mammals it is found that
crowding produces severe stress disorders
long before starvation begins. These
disorders produce adrenal abnormalities
and death, resulting in a population
crash to about a third of the original
numbers. Something of this mechanism
apparently survives in man, who suffers
from similar disorders under the stresses
of crowding. However, | doubt if it can
be expected - as some ethologists seem
to - that these stress disorders alone can
produce a population crash in man.
What we can be sure of is that over-
crowding will produce physical and
mental disorders which will add to the
miseries of the technicist "solution”.

But we are headed for a population
crash. We may expect seven billion
pecple in 30 years' time, and if seven
billion people produce an environment
that can supply only cne billion at a
pinch, there will be a population crash.
The starving areas of today's world
could give only a faint idea of what it
will be like when this situation begins
to set in.

Taylor's book gives an analysis of the
scientific and biclogical factors in the
problem, but what of the political

results? What will happen to the
capitalist system?

If productivity is to decline sharply,
the present practices of negotiation and
compromise by the bourgeoisie will be
ruled out. To date, the working class
has not "won a larger slice of the cake";
but the cake itself has got bigger,
enabling the rulers to buy off social
pressures with apparent concessions.

But 2 new era of stagnation and scarcity
may possibly determine fascism as the
only system by which capitalism can
carry on. Socialists may retort that it
could also lead to world revolution, but
if it comes so late the revolution will
inherit a ruined planet. Socialism
would then be built on a scarcity far
worse than Russia's in 1920, and that

might produce unimaginable authoritarian-

ism and bureaucratic privilege, ad-
ministered by nightmare technologies
of surveillance and control.

If action is delayed, even this prospect
may be optimistic. The higher tech-
nology goes in supporting super-
populations, the more precarious it gets,
and the further it has to fall. Huge
populations depend increasingly on
elaborate measures for water supply,
electricity, sewerage, food distribution
and communication. A sufficiently
wide-spread failure of these systems
might lead to disintegration growing
into total disorder and catastrophe, which
once beyond containment could anly
spread. That would be a "free enter-
prise"” population cut-back. The only

alternative is to have a planned cut-back.

Taylor stresses the fact that we need
action now. The question is, what sort
of action will get results? Taylor's
answer is an essentially reformist one.

He asks, "as one of the 3.5 billion
people now at risk in consequence of
this irresponsibility, why are the in-
dividuals who sanctioned these actions
allowed to stay in business?". (He is
speaking of the AEC, but the same might
be asked of any of the destroyers). But
questions like this make sense only for
the reformist, who hopes to make the
rulers responsive to his needs. This
viewpoint leads to pessimism. Taylor
says that "the lesson of history is that
(man) never avoids catastrophes; he

just spends his time recovering from them.
No doubt history will repeat itself”.

Socialists will see it differently: perhaps
the problem remains unsolved because
capitalism is inherently incapable of
solving it. If so, we must remember
when we demand measures to save the
environment, that the system can satisfy
us only by being destroyed.

For example: science may find that the
heavy use of insecticides, nitrate fer-
tilisers, breeding for yield, hormaone
crop treatment efcC., are contrary to
the interests of the individual farmer.
The logic of profit-taking is insensitive
to the environment problem. The
reformist solution is to get the ruling
class to enforce a whole array of limit-
ing regulations, designed to contradict
the farmer's interests for the sake of
mankind. Problems of enforcement
aside, it is just possible 1 suppose that
an "enlightened" ruling class might do
that to the farmers. What seems quite
impossible is the enforcement of
parallel curbs on industry. Token con-

"You don't expect me to drink this shit!

(" L

-

cessions are made (smokeless zones etc. )
but we need substantial {and costly)
chinges. Enterprizes must be subjected
to the logic of human welfare rather
than profit, and that take: planning -
socialist planning, not the neo-capitalist
sort.

The environment problem under capital-
ism is that nowhere do we find
motivating interests united with decisive

power.

Isaac Deutscher writes, “private control,
even as exercised by the big modem
corporations, sectionalises and dis-
organises an essentially integrated
social mechanism, which needs to be
actually and rationally integrated. The
Marxist case against capitalism rests
largely, though not exclusively, on this
argument.

Nothing makes this integration more
desperately urgent than the problem of
saying our environment.

Capitalism is equally incapable of
dealing effectively with the population
problem. For economic stability it
demands population instability; the
system is hooked on growth. Marx
predicted the missionary activity by
which capitalism spread across the globe
in the nineteenth century; an export of
capital delayed the threat of excessive
productive capacity. Today's flood of
absurd and wasteful commodities is a
parallel mission to stretch the market to
its limits. It seems likely that long
before population control began to be
useful from the environmental point of
view, it would panic the capitalists

into action. 3

Emest Mandel said, "subordinating - not
uction to human needs but human
needs to production - that is the very
essence of capitalism"”. This applies to
pulation: industrial production requires
the production of markets, which in tumn
require the production of people. But
there is a real human need to have
fewer humans.

The environment question belongs on
the list of compelling reasons for
revolution. Reformism raises only false
hopes, whether it takes the form of
writing letters to the minister or
terrorist bombings. A large pucentage
of “revolutionary"” bombings in the U
are directed against polluters - a fact
which brings out the weakness of the
tactic. No "masses" are going to be
radicalised by seeing a chemical works
blown up, and certainly the punishment
won't reform industry into lowering
pollution levels. The problem with
capitalism is that natural selection
fayours the profitable enterprise, which
will be the worse polluter, other things
being equal. Anti-pollution is expensive.
Of course pollution is more expensive,
but the cateh is that the polluter doesn't
y for it, so he isn't motivated by it.
ﬁa profits from pollution can cover the

bomb damage.

If population and pollution control are
demands which can be met only through
revolution, some of hr.hm who u; con-
cerned about it can be won overtoa
revolutionary position. And the pollut-
capitalists have been allowing a

“profitable” pollution of the work

S50 does its case for socialism".

environment to kill workers for over a
century, and are still doing it.

e - B
faylor oiten writes so revealingly about
e F'::::]L_'!"_'! that I W t}.i'.dl'_ r why ;-':l;" 1

-~ - 1) - - 1 g i
led to call for the overthrow of t

LIHiE
system. He remarks on the insensitivity

of the |profit motive to questions of long-

term survival, and the tendency of
scientific-reductionist technologists to
treat buman beings merely as "the mean:
by which the system is maintained”. He
points out that “"economic interests . ..
combining with governments ... prefer
large and indeed rising populations".

But he goes on to say that "the only hope
I can see is to make sure the debate is
conducted publicly™. Here again is the
relormist faith that someone who can do
something is paying attention to the
debate.

If capitalism can do nothing, what about
the USSR? Ultimately, of course,
action to save the environment will have
to bg based on complete intemational
cO-operation

but a lot could be achieved

NATIONAL
MORAIORIUM
ANTIWAR
CONFERENCE

— -

by conservation in one ¢ . Dis-
cussing the USSR, the non-Stalinist Lefe
has often contrasted its perversions of
socialist culture and politics with the
stunning achievement of trandforming a
backward feudal state into the world's
second industrial power. Clearly Russia
has some of the advantages of Marcism,
and compared with capitalism there

seems to be no reason why it couldn't

take effective environmental actiom,
apart from the priority given to competing
with America. But as long as the people
exert no authority over the planners,

there is no guarantee of action either.

A glance at a demographic map shows that
that the bureaucrats can at least distribute
population more logically than capitalist
mechanisms do.

But there are no signs of a realistically
serious awareness. Vast da mming and
diversion schemes are proposed with 2
lack of foresight that invites disaster

and there is an anti-pollution movement
to save Lake Baikal from industrial

effluent.

socialists overseas in advanced capitalist
countries have raised demands as the
hacie four Rhirildinn ]
D515 1or building 2 movement arcund the
pollution issue.
These demands include
(1} demanding that the polluters pavy for
stopping pollution and not pa
on to the peopl '

e o b

1 :_I: '.

:. t po - i ak \

their | 1l transacti public

that effect 1 Is of prefit

PrLCd b ! ted
(3) demanding the nati lisat of all
DUsIng: EE'EEj i,j;]'j Ties % :'Jh::-,'j d® OnN=
s 1] d

11] or unable to stop pollution;
(4) demanding that pollution control be
reguiated by workers in the plants

Organised into factory committees.

Four decades ago the world was experien-
cing the catastrophic betrayal and

wastage of a period of revolutionary
oppoTtuniIty.

[Ang again.

Today the prospects are

It is perhaps our last chance.

‘Sydney, 17th-21st February, 1971 e
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that has to be faced by anyone who wants A . ' ‘ e
to understand what is going on in this nothing but Immediate trade union

sector of the world revolution. Forthe ‘demands and electoral politics will in lbound to win more forces in the §
some mysterious way suddenly become Union and East Europe, where mem:,-r- oottt o the splits smicng the

Trotskyists has been comparable to the
gigantic fissures that have opened up in
the intemational Communist movement
and keep widening from year to year,

Trotskyist movement, for the revolution.
ary Marxists throughout the world, it 1::;" e
a moment of great vindication when the
leading idea of the permanent revolution =
that the only road to victory in a i
backward country is through a socialjs Lenin said that the ABC of revolutionary
revolution - was taken over by the Cuban poliey and the duty of a revolutionary
revolutionaries and proclaimed in the party is to conduct revolutionary

dying trends of development are more
and more directed toward a political
revolution by the masses against the
arbitrariness of the bureaucratic
dutocracy.

capable of revolutionary consciousness
and action in a revolutionary situation
is to believe in magic or miracles.

Confronted with the tremendous
centralised power of the imperialist

Finally, Tr € .
Y: Trotskyism is most noteworthy counter-revolution in the world arena,

today for its uncompromising intematio-

EO Y Second Declaration of Havana, after the propaganda also in periods that are not :
ST first victorious revolution in the Western yet revolutionary. Lenin said that this palism. After August 1914 and still more zllit}:x:lh[:&d ujle ;w?lmmm”ﬁ )
.%‘ 'i;. Hemisphere. This gave proof that Leon A il_pl‘ccisely what makes the difference after Dqta-ber 1917, Lenin and the ChtoiTon: o -‘En }H?E : the needlfr.n an
53 Ve Trotsky and the Fourth International had  RPetween a revolutionary party and a Bolsheviks set about to revive the forces. Th;f:né? i:tplr@ﬂ-'?.[,”“:.r b
& been 1005 correct in their strategic line - WRreformist or a centrist party. When : P L Jols SRR OF Liter- Pﬂl‘r":-tntrifn:andnzﬁ e Iu-l‘io e the
| for the under-develnped',:uunmﬁ_ ‘,.'?‘:' grevolution does break out, many people : nationalism which had been trampled cha.r;]ctcri;!? world E.f;'ll::?i;:mm.h?;: xﬂlﬂ:s
4 ~ "suddenly discover their revolutionary - - st 1'POD Dy the pro-war and pro-imperialit  reyolutionary movement and the -’L;'“':L

social democratic leaders. One of the class in each country is left to its own

't soul. Buitil revolutionary party has the ost bitter fruits of th
r il At : m itter fruits of the anti- Marxist rices . is conce
vﬂluﬁmuzzen &ﬂi Eituait?a;a;ai o What 1 am referring to is not n_full- theory of socialism in one country, fhi‘: l::r;:r:::f;?‘u is concerned with
vet reached the point of showdown fledged socialist society, that is to say, which Stalin originated and imposed the struggle E 3 m-tfjr-c o dm-1 deal i
between the classes. Its work in this a society without any social differentiation  upon world Communism from 1924 on, They cﬁ?n& ;lioc'i*a jm et
B s P o Swih o). s the violafioa amd the betrayal o E e ok onced: of e
E . ¢ ? Be s : ol _ SLourg ’ rOS O &
celerating revolutionary consciousness.  giione cannot exist in any of the East wmm;ng:;iﬂ;;ff“ﬁ i‘f f:t:inng I“E:%El zifi!nthe ;.-::km; masses and to
* Thirdly, we believe that the struggle Eurapf:a:‘:_l Cmmtr1.,=,:5 today and that is not of internationalism culminated in the PR e
B St a] deranls, for thise wha.t is m\.rnhrcd in our discussion of their scuttling of the Commumist International They were moved to respond so pow
demands which cannot be incorporated or political situation and problems. by Stalin in 1943 as a favour to Churchill  fully to Che Guevara's l}g;:nu:apéh'flruf
assimilated into the normal functioning : and Roosevelt. "two, three, many Vietnams" b?]'j“' o
fof botirgeois society should not be con- What is both possible and urgently called it comresponded to their innﬁém--,':th m!fc,
for in the existing situation is what I call for an intemnational CG“’Tdi;*ﬂ*i:i‘ L:j":ﬂ

ducted solely by propagandistic means.

y . pmprres saans : n to a political revolution, a set of changes in thei = ; : -
T the working class into motion the superstructure of the syﬂemcwhic% an;'lfcaan;i]tzcl?gltmz;’;I-slr:-:t-’ aﬂh-ln}li.ﬂll-llm'
o o 8 U 2
W atﬁnﬁ such demands. They should be would initiate or fulfill the elementary message was chm;;“,; : ::Ea E] 1”1:;r m
o A e - or SOIMe

1
| central leadership for the world

revolution.

-

—

._Fll:rtmduced into the ongoing daily demands of the Marxist and Leninist
_éﬂmggle of the class by all avenues. programme on the nature of a dictator-
Unless the workers acquire experience by  ship of the proletariat, leading to the
fighting for these demands in partial ‘building of a socialist society. In ncme of
* struggles they will be unable to generalise the works by Marx or Engels will you find" |

The second reason for the growth of e

i ik licy. il
Meaiheviiionge il Menshgy, e pec 5y Trotskyism on a world scale is that' we TS

: That is, they believe as the Russian L
Thousands of young people are coming to h{:ﬂg,}ig;vi}uegeliﬂ\’ed’ that because these stand completely and unconditionally for

There is today a vibrant youth movement. .
This explains why the idea of the Fourth

wﬂr fact that Monty Johnstone is

T ; ; vening on i i i ' : ‘
ﬂeb;etf:gd‘w'_}?mmt F:iri::cdﬂ' s%mld Trotskyism all over the e e Fh?xt countries are backward, because the the revolutionary road to socialism in the their outlook at the height of revolutionary 2 single sentence, for example, which ‘temational as a new revolutionary
IZF%!; idered evidence of what is the only reason Monty Johnstone th & industrial bourgeoisie has not yet come to industrialised imperialist countries as | intensity. Otherwise these uemands will asserts that the dictatorship of the pro- jl Working class organisation carrying on the
. L ?m: 1 am not going to Communist Party feels obliged to de “El : olitical power, that the immediate against the reformist electoral read appear to them as something that falls letariat means the monopoly of power by _ t‘ L Flf‘d:llf*ﬂﬁ of Marxism, which so|many
" s l1111 ence of anyone present with us about Trotskyism, that 1s St l:tr tegic Eask for the working class and defended by the Communist parties in from the sky, that is imposed from a single party. Nor will you find the dismissed as unreal and utopian, is
- gth;et itg;:'- not counter- reason why the Soviet hﬁemzﬁisha' % Poj;r PEEasantrY is somehow to establish an Western Europe, Japan, North A mepigs iz e cxesrteonly by soall ol F?ppmt (2 ool notion ::JiT]nzL;ra.h ;-:”E “Lif 3 Lo o
lutionary or an agency of fascism, or t out a steady Tﬁ?ﬂm:ﬁ e ooks alliance with this national bourgeoisie Australia and New Z;:aland. that thg dictatorship of the proletariat S oves the Sl5e. 'The sotatlse people
agency of imperialism, or any of that pROBUELS TR against imperialism and against feudal and  say that we follow tiegy y Johnstone how Ty T o, o reprewve revolution camnot advance and certainly
eenee Fox if that were the case, not  on the subject of Trotsky: semi-feudal forces. The aim of suchan_  road, this does ng JAPC are 2 .m'j’, 34 censorship, not against nonexistent re- cannct triumph on a world scale without
& . k lace v . 1d be to arrive at a Cﬂﬂit' 1 Pﬂﬂiﬁﬂns of p faventurism, % tation Irom presentatives of Cnpltahsm and landlord- 3 R e -2 \.ri. oL
fwmld BEEEDARE MK TR EE P 2T 1 today is mainly a ynuth move- alliance wou = thi P hundred people | of a ism, but inst th the resurgence ol the need for a new
Trotskyism ¥ form of government - a "government that we thig w hun jted U Y A ¢ ’ aga e working class. revolutionary international impressing

Pt . , Now the leaders ollowers of i
owed These practices have been introduced and Riowiae Jeaders and followers of inter- itself on the consciousmess of serio
: o n BT by CTaliaTon. national Stalinism are beginning to taste’ i hters for a new world T Gl
some more of these bitter fruits, which e et 2 DV “!JIH' e ATAE
ional we want to build and are building

result from subordinating the welfare of T -
The invasion of Czechoslovakia by the the workers' movement to the narrow and t\;”! beq::cr_:tmli_ﬂe-j, but It will not he.
emlin bureaucracy not only violated selfish dictates of the Kremlin bureau- burilmbm.t}i:i”t" sLbe el Dl et
2 sovereignty and independence of a cracy- They see the appalling t-t:lrwu;m'jf‘_ ;fwitmh--ﬁn o “w- e
11 nation and a fraternal and allied spectacle of the two largest workers' H'-t‘]':g l’ at fa "e l.,-:-utm‘hl;:m v.hn.:h had
ers’ state. It was equally criminal states in the world at each other's :f#iﬁ; Lr:,—l" Dm.mp;' “.Iti; Lcmn--: o
it respects. It identified the sup- chroats, and even hinting at the u‘augx::i::-jhx:i:igcdﬁls;j?-rffj :;-ir]:il:?-ﬁnc:;;ted

fMdred there can match
edly without anybody
e of it, in the advanced
bntries. There the bour-
Rents tremendous power.

B perience, it has the
S88litical tradition and
Mtmuity. Its rule over
£ not depend simply ax

o - 1 : .

penin 5 é?;nﬁdw::ﬂi:l::‘:t ?:w Pl admwemdmﬂ: :;1 ?thc:tfhilvtll?:tulsti?n?:tgs the four classes” as it was called in C
ir : = 5 11

rears would be incomprehensible. ?1;1]:]‘11;}11111: ;:ﬁime reason 1 am not going. il' %}nl I1925; ;_0 IQtE"? -ma agiggnzz:e;}t of

. : dwell in the least on the question that afional IO : : i

thing Trotskyism is not is a defeated 87Ny 4 e ic poing to talk about "Naumalil;{er_n?cmw;,m?:;tc?zg el

o i Rk tremarions, ﬁ:ﬂ nrsrpe quite a lot: what Trotsky wrote OF did not té'le ﬂ;mﬁl;iwpmgr

rish 'eﬁ'M?fgs;ﬂgayﬁfﬁeen ::ruﬁhed write in 1905, in 1912, in 1917 or in 15315' pR :

: ely, ds was said in the Soyiet Fﬂ-r 1- panE o] : L :f tuagim:: Experience has confirmed what Trots

’ this is pretty irrelevant to the ac theory of the permanent revolution prd

by the French Communist Pa¥e
868. Lenin said:

ill this situation last long; how
nuch more acute will it become?

- Silid )

rion in its fifteenth party congress in 3 : : et e o
repeated by the unf ate  of the contemporary revu]utlﬂ:l‘tar?’ claimed as early as 1906, that therejis B& 0 its weapons of repressig of democratic rights such as possibilities of hostilities between each e, e :
a5 was repe Y ortun D anyone really think that . _ 2 = ; and reactionary tendencies at work h
ta Sergeivitch Khrushchev at the mggmgm' 1o vote for a Trotskyist way out for any under-developed c@loms @ police -but rather ug of expression for workers, Rt SR OE e e o Sl Chelint o e aeatay
nt "-"thl’“ﬂtl' congress of the Communist 25“-_ I_*'-"Plﬂ "-"_";e or aFranr:E Hhiat or semi-colonial country along ] & 2B i political influeng ibd intellectuals, with the name KIOL, hcgause 'ch'ff the 54::1.14:1: or the : History will p-rme that dc::c-:;at:'w
v of the Soviet Uniomin 1956; as has - FEﬂdEﬂtlailca:}gilkaﬁ:l;‘tnin Ceyljnn today road; that any struggle that lim)& ] a large part of th ism by taking away from the f:hm]me' mius::s willed it, but because it conirg)iom with its freedom of dif:ug-mn
3 #WF‘;:;EI‘ and w&agﬂfﬁ in = :n'jf'::ti}::st ‘{rade union leader leads tens to fig];t:'ngdi’ignst m;al feud_:zl ot 5¢ ;:t:::ll:elr:nth:r}nfzgs they ;;ab?gl:tr‘;e;:?;::ifn:;;b;h':{;ts‘ is Eutlm SUstBE1E Bis the fndirpentble ;
pmerable cations er the con- : . . feudal lan 5, or foreign 1¥ ; : il : : vehicle for elaborating a a
. of thousands of workers in big strikes, whifchkeepi‘ng-t'l;l& e RRHTRg > vote independently on tendencies and outlooks that guide the impf:ementing united gc:igznaiiﬂzet;:d

B have them published in bureaucratic strata at the head of these
pn journals, to criticise countries today.

if they disagreed with its
riticise the managers of

f the Stalinist bureaucracy. Because d
= as e does anyone really think that tens of i

i d 4
were really a crushed, defeated, thousands of people demonstrate behind

exis eliminated, Menshevik ; - ini
ﬁiw would an?fbodv want to banners which the whole of public opinion

‘with it? Why is Monty Johnstone

power, while maintaining c3
property relations intact, wil
rom establishing the dicta
proletariat allied to the pofs
will inevitably leave these
countries backward, stagn
and super-exploited by in
national capital.

The Soviet leaders have eyen gone so far

as to encourage and allow so-called .
communist journalists to talk about the gﬁﬁ;ntm;‘:e k dlt;: u&? EPIH'::;[
pry extensive rights and "yellow peril” and to depict the Chinese practice of the gt;n'nanent Eu!utian
from the full-fledged people as misled by "new Genghis Khans" . rovolutionary road to socialism through
y they were entitled to  a0d as 3 "menace to civilisation". The  yiing class mass action in the advanced
{enth in "State and fact that such utterly reactionary and e iSRS litical .
at under the dictator- racist utterances can come {rom 2 fc;psocia list dem 5 ;a-:?ﬂ 111“1‘:.1::& rsevq ur:tfin
hriat the workers should govemment and a party that still call and China, and e Iet:ri;m int m:i ?E
old more freedom of themselves communist shows the degree S The,FmthPIIztematimnleil;n: ST
hd self-organisation than  ©f degeneration to which these ving force on all of the continents
er bourgeois democracy, ~ Organisations have S Elrbed, Ez:usz its fundamental ideas ex

press the

Such a policy will not be
millions populating these
} their age-old miseries.
lalso taught a much more §
'Thousands and thousands

the last twelve months, if ours is 2 in Brazil in 1964, in Irag i TRy} T o g, 7 : , . : objective reguirements of the world o~
itively flefeated tendency? | 500, 000 Communists in lrﬁ} A 56 ' ! ren this elementary right ‘;‘t ti:dhgﬁtﬂiﬁﬂmz, IStalcm:::iaf rm{n!utfmar; process and carry on the : E
e - - had to pay with their lives and hundreds of thousands ﬂ::: aeld Eomminsis movemsnt which ideas of Leninism, of socialism and e
ﬁ.nk'lhnt ":he f“ﬂ pRint we+mg!1t 0 - : *'that it was possible, desira : sent into the Czechoslovak wu:mmd together by ideological communism in our epoch.
thisg&;lmg‘;: tufr:hndel;: !yimlcnl : F i g o to establish durable relationShs e YO y i I {2 . / AT AR ) E{;fﬂ' that o whn'n:: terror and enforced conformity. Now all
-"'I";:h?e l:ad::no{ ;ht:a in;,m:ctia;mn}ir .‘-- = ey coalition and collaboration " JEE 'ohd o reall oy R % o] h:gatﬂ::.e-ﬂmblidl w};ut that is passed. The last Moscow con-
quciy : P T1E5 EH I . z o R A Leninism really stand for, ference of the "World Communist

e : G PR : : T e i-bourgeois pulitical
the October Revolution which initiated in Japan today calls Trotskyist, because of  or semi-bOul Toe .
irst victorious working class what Trotsky wrote in 1907 or 1912 ¢ a subordination and sacrilice Y
tion in a whole country. On this
eth anniversary of the birth of Leon The overwhelming majority of these people
¢y, which coincides with the have not read what he wrote and are not %
versary of the October Revolution, interested in reading all that - this is a Totski] ey Ty

PEat ; . & c i "l’."iS'I'I'] 1ves an jE_','!.'G‘i"-'}. ‘|1'II"15
I ERE Be, fonunded, the ELSARE oK1 EIe K patt, BECHNSE EYRRYRoSY members, attracts new tendencies

crimes of Stalinism have so Parties" demonstrated how far dis-

ent mass struggle can o'niy . gy hrouch thesc e g ; T f g : g Do Gt R e s integration has proceeded. ‘There_e e

ing defeat for the working classs % rement taat : A | R ockexs. hardly two Communist parties which have B

poor peasantry. \ o ni ' any measure of autonomy today that
think alike and pursue the same line.

st democracy involves far more
e self-evident right of the workers
» expression without state

i AT —
You cannot overthrow caplfeiigs

18

You cannot abolish a boUTSEE They contend against one another and

harbour all sorts of divergent tendencies

as he stood for, the programme he should be interested in the history of the builds new parties in the under-deve : ' battalion, YOURS isorship or penalties. Socialist
'Bﬂ" Qe TR sexifunn ever in the revulgt:r;niu:rc mﬂvle:m_cntt t-aliru[- [hi?}:nnghﬂy c ountries brc ause it stands for this bask e ?:t:gwngrbgf the bourgn:' i emeﬂag‘f m!::n:i the self-management and factions. Ome “-E count u ._‘:tﬂ:ls_ -
- miahiem 3‘hié}':r:i: Lhi‘:.frl to un?:l m‘:u nd and rule of revolution. There is no way cutSuss can only accompli @ of the working class on a democratically different "Communigt® tendencies ona
E; {atn: l:vhat -1_' TR fnt -__* r_}.l, for these colonial and semi-colonial the revalution _ ' _ centralised basis. It means that the _ mﬂd scale. The Stalinists in1 3“’“‘ : Eﬁﬁ _
3 e o N iy countries but the way of the permanent ses, and revolu¥ e main historical goalto b workers should run the factories not only deride the Wmm Iothe -
root of the strength of world Trotskyism revolution. There is no possibility of mre not possibles p those countries that hav as individual and separate units, but the ast for being ridden by incessant

tionalism and splits. They are
on this score nowadays - and for

Pl e

hon of economy as a whole. This requires the
Orhers' self- subordination of the national planning
o the material  authorities to the congress of workers'
Wpoly of political councils. It means that the mass of

today, why do thousands and thousands of
people flock to its banner on a world

scale, and why do the Soviet bureaucrats
and Monty Johnstone, their British spokes-

onal liberation, t_cal_
independence from impcr‘ia]_isnjn, without ary actien
overthrowing the bourgeols c:!;tz-'.:_tﬂ{;r,cthr._-rd Dre-revo e
with the agents of foreign imperialism an conflict 1s 3

acquiring real nat

man, have to reopen a debate which they : ; | landlord: S “wiclded by th ' ly exercises
. {be S e Wi THES the feudal and semi-feudal lanclords- and a class mustae r wielded by Lhe the working class actually exercises
}‘;3?{3‘1 Iﬁq ik Emrih:fd' '.\]t,j}:nf%]d?t BUB o ere is no possibility of liberating the At that juncture in Tgg treaueracy. [he bureaucratic rulers the power and determines through its
ets thirty or thirty-live years ago, in people, peasant and workers, without order to make a breakth fre the object of hatred by thousands of discussions and d:cuimhﬂwlhﬁm
: youth, critically minded intellectuals, pational income shall be divided be

the period of the infamous Moscow trials? ! .
; ectablishing the dictatorship of the conquest of power and a victo
proletariat allied with the poor peasantry, cocialist revolution.

without creating a workers' state Omnly

nd advanced workers in these post- the consumption and the accumulati
apitalist states. That was graphically funds, that is, between what is used

I will give four basic reasons why the

Trots i 1 :] 15 AT O wr tha e x - - ’ wh |
Tiot movemens 1 Socnger o om0 SOOI pened - sccondl, i you want o deve SN idcnchd e s e npete e e S e S
adhering to it throughout the world; why China, Cuba, North ‘-..':;--g?.mn. fnd L8 situation in which the wor Inghiﬂh co lmchmlm}da 1 trr E:adih chance bk il - ' S
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REPRESSIVE

LAWS—

What they are and how to fight them

In October, Bolte's ”anr.i-dcrr_\mstrﬂtmn”
law was put before State Parliament.
Bolte's new law shows what the ru!mg
class means by “democracy'. It is not
only a viciously anti-democratic piece
of legislation, it is anti-strike, anfi-

union.
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1. Under the new law, either owner,

occupier or even employee can order you

e off premises. If you don't go you could
o get a $500 fine or six months jail. This

e | law could be used against:

% demonstrators who refuse to leave a

building.

* sit-down strikes by workers. :

* protests by workers on bosses' premises.
% workers who refuse to be locked out.
This law is an attack on the elementary
right of workers to strike, to defend them+
selves- mot a direct attack, but an attack

all the same.
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5. To "streamline" this repression, the

law allows the owner or tenant to prove
who they are merely by testifying on oath.
An employee need only swear tl_mF he was
guthorised to order people off- it isup to
the defendant to disprove this. Some chance

3. Bolte's new law says that anyone who
oecupies a public or private place without
Uautherisation' and who "obstructs” anyone
commits an offence. The penalty is $250
or three months jail. The penalty for
hindering a cop is raised to $500 or six
months jail. The cops can arrest anyone
breaking this law.
* any demonstrator could be arrested and
sentenced under this law.
* workers' self-defence actions, such as
picketing could come under this law.
Bolte's law is a threat to the basic rights
of workers to self defence.
on our basic democratic rights.

Bolte's law is not an isolated case. "Law

ﬂblm}l';
see this as "fascism"-

1aw", The law is "the ngise of Hitlerite

fascism, pure and simple.
faces a situation similar to that faced by

their power." We disagree’

el
i

Free World

Persons in Taiwan wishing to hold
house party are required to oblain a p
lice permit first.

It is an assault

and Order'-type repressive laws are being
set up, not cnly in Victoria, but in N.S.W,

Canberra and the Papua- New Guinea neo- ]
Some sectiﬁﬁ of the left (Maoists) A.L.P.but it supports

one of their pamph-
lets is headed "Defeat Bolte's New Fascist

The left here

the German left as the fascists consclidated

‘. '_, . ODPLS &

DAVID HOLMES

Classical fascism, as in Germany, follow-
ed on a period of extreme economic Stag-
nation, of extreme class antagonism. As
Trotsky pointed out 'fascism 1s the "pleb-
eian method" of the bourgeoisie- under
the Jacobins it was used against a declining
feudal order, on behalf of a rising bourgeols
class, likewise fascism is the "plebeian
method " in the era of bourgeois decay.
Fascism uses a shock corps based on the
petit-bourgeoisie , to smash the left;

there is extreme hostility to parliamentary
d_emocracy; all independent working class
organisations are smashed.”

Clearly, fascism is not at hand in Australia
The cry of "Fascism" is false-consciousness
It mystifies the real struggle to destroy
capitalism. It obscures the fact that neo-
capitalism, based on a long-term growth ;
eycle and an ability to ""deliver the goods
relies on ideological, cultural methods to
rule. Fascism is only a possibility if these
have failed. No, in Australia the swindle
of bourgeois parliamentary democracy
works too well for the bosses to think of

fascism.

! What, then, is behind all the "law and
order" legislation and propaganda? What
is behind laws like Bolte's vicious, new
law?

* These laws are designed to help smash
the anti-war movement. In their chosen
roles as servile followers of U.S. imperial-
ism, Gorton and Co. are preparing for a
long war in Indo-China: a high priority 1s
the destruction and neutralisation of the

growing and developing anti-war movement.

The ruling class wants a tame A.L.P., a
completely safe opposition. Hence the
need to isolate and destroy the A.L.P.
left, and to drive the party rightwards.

and the press/T.V. response prove this)
"law and order' aids the campaign to

S,.Y.A. makes severe criticism of thr:_
the struggle against
the bourgeois policies, both within and

without the party.

-on subservience, on people "keeping
quiet". Increasingly large numbers of
people- workers, students, pensioners,

20 Percent of Cubans in School
Cuba, with a population of about eight
million, has more than 1,650,000 studenis
in all types of education

a
Q-

“ ... And did you voluntarily accept a free, hot meal
from known Black Panthers at nine a.m., September
nine, nineteen hun'ert en’ sixty-nine?”

(The recent events in the Victorian A 5 B i

isolate the progressive forces in the A.L.P.

* Bourgeois democracy depends on passivity

ople in the Papua-New Guinea colony
realise that the "affluent Sm:itt'}.f" does not
solve their problems, but that, in fact, it
is the cause of them. They are everywhere,
however hesitatingly, beginning to challenge
the system.

"Law and order' is part of a concerted
effort on the part of the Government to
stifle this opposition before it grows into a
really effective, mass revolutionary
challenge to capitalism. It is an admission
that parliamentary democracy is in diff-
iculty. It is an admission of weakness.
The hysterical reaction of the ruling class
to people independently acting in their
real interests is shown in press, T.V. and
Government reaction to the workers' anti-
budget actions, and in the venom of their

anti-Moratorium propaganda.

In Papua-New Guinea laws to deal with
the anti-colonial opposition, to pave the
way for increased exploitation of the
country and its people by monopolies like
Con Zinc Rio Tinto and Kennecott Copper
Co., are pending.

* Fundamentally, all this legislation
strengthens the hand of the bourgeois

state against the workers. The working
class is the class that can destroy thelr

power, and is the class whose exploitation
provides their wealth. These laws are not

L e " "
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merely "for show"- the bosse oM
these laws if their real intem:t:'g:m o
it and against anyone who is a threat to R
them. For example, in Mt [ga in 1965 by
"martial law" and police scabs were used
to break the strike, on behalf of U_sma"
monopolies and their Australian frier;ﬂg B
Bolte's laws, and all other laws of thejy
type, will fail only if they are confront,
with the united, militant Opposition of
sections of the left. This particularly
means that all sections of the organised
working class must unite to smash this law,
which threatens the right of workers to |
defend their interests. The result of this
struggle has yet to be decided.

L4
3
The S.Y.A. urges full support of the
initiative taken by left-wing unions in
Victoria-against this law. A "Committee
for the right to Assemble' has been set up,
and a demonstration up Bourke Street
has been planned. Already 100,000 leaf-
lets have been produced, as well as bannew
placards etc. A delegatesmeeting at
Unity Hall on December 9 will finalise plag™
for a large demonstration.
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Dave Davies in the "official” CPA pub-
lication "Tribune" found some little
thing to praise about Melbourne's SYA
leatlet on the anniversary of the Russian
Revolution. He was glad that the CPA
was only called "Stalinist-reformist” g.nd
no mention made of Kautsky, Bernstein,

Martov, Preobrazhevsky et al. Could it
be the theoretical errors of our own
native epigones haven't reached the
level of those prominent figures

End of the 'Wellare State’?

A woman in Sittingbourne,

purh d :"-:i..l‘.'l'.'lﬂhfl' 4

i & & W N

Nice t own rep-

see that our very
JM got a non-partisan SPH
1n t]i-. debate on the a dmission ':f China
It wasn't so much what he said but the

Jittls aying it [hat's
say about

time he took in
Urprising

the non=-eXI15tcncc

-:I df CHAI 1.'""‘“*-'

£ x % b o
Almost 40,000 persons Werc

in South Africa

vernment (igurcs

(D '.th]-!:”’l._’_ LI

gecording o go

K X X ¥ 3

Percy for Socialist Youth

Published b‘,, |
Alliance, l"fil. Reservolr Strei L,
Hills. Printed by Oifset Productions,
Broadway, Sydney.

SUTTY

England,

was charged bus fare for a umld_ﬁﬁh she
was carrying, the New York Times re

I."-t Ih'l
clap for his speech

of 750, 000,000 people?

senlenced
1 965,

261,

g

."p

,.
e Reallnd C1 0

: F i g 44 - et VLS
Wi ik s nnapiistnl A RIS et s v s s

ﬁ-':_ﬂr:‘ _- F F LT "y Ill'_-ll "\-

fme

o el O
bl et LR

.. =

i L

E
3 \'..
i
Ll
|

Among the welter of modern miracles
of cybemetics, computerisation and
mechanisation , its nice to come ac
a good old-fashioned 24 carat one.
thought that we'd seen one in Indon#f
A woman there carried a child for
months. Not only that but the
could quote verbatim from the
The fine, god-fearing leaders of
Indonesia were quite prepared to I-_-.-,=
this. As the Foreign Minister, Ad';
Malik said, "I believe in God, SO
believe in miracles". They beliey ke
to the extent of being PTEP“:Ed to P
the mother and foetus to a pilgrimages
Mecca. The Indonesian Medi::ﬂl
Association, equally god-fearing
but a little more sceptical than ﬂ:; o
leadership, insisted that the wom n'f
a test, and y'know, she wasn t eve :
a little bit pregnant. And'ﬂmﬂ ..
the men that saved Indonesia fOFEESES
frec world? &

& ok & k%

By respecting Cambodia’s
sovereignty and making It &
“show-case” or ‘‘demonst®
tion” of its respect for the
principles of peaceful €
existence, China undoubtedly"
has more to gain in relation
to the world and, in i
ular, the Third World.

Prince Norodom Sihang uk
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The suspension of five students for
alleged "disruptive influence and
inattention in class" at Adelaide's St.
Peter's College, resulted in students

from that school calling for the formation
of a students' union to promote political
freedom at schools and to prevent
victimisation of politically radical
students.

The movement to reinstate the suspended
first appeared in the form of a leaflet,
"Repression In Our Schools" which was
distributed at the college. Written by
students from St. Peter's and produced
and distributed with the aid of SYA com-

raden. el J_...J:.---.-pi-:m" et thia e plhe
auspension of five radical students was a
Senial of their normal political rights

and was a blatant attempt to stifle dissent
at the school. The leaflet also announced
that a meeting would be held at Adelaide

University on November 1 to discuss how
best to combat the encroachment

freedom of expression and conduct which
had occurred.

The Sunday meeting was attended by
about 250 high school students re-
presenting about 32 schools in Adelaide.
It decided on the formation of a union
for secondary schools with a set of aims
and interim committee of 30. The aims
consisted of five points:

(1) freedom of political activity
(2) right of freedom of speech and press

(3) right to exercise all rights enunciated
in the UN Charter of Human Rights

(4) right of due judiciary process

(S) non-affiliation with any political
party or group. -

The committee, which had been em-
powered by the meeting to plan ongoing
action, met the following day at the
SYA premises. . About 50 students
attended and elected five office bearers.
A president; Justin Milne; treasurer,
Graeme Tubbenhauer; secretary, Sue

High School
'Union Starts

Beal, press secretary, John Hepper; and
vice-president, John Richardson.

Besides immediately presenting the aims
or demands of the union to the SA
Education Minister, the committee has
decided on a number of activities over
the coming period, these being designed
ma inly to attract membership and to

maintain interest over the holiday period.

A pop concert and summer camp

have been projected for the future, as
has been a weekly folk night. The
immediate problem of finance to pay
for the publication of a newspaper and
broadsheets is hoped to be solved mainly
through donations and fund raising

parties, folk nights, as well as sub-
criptions to the newspaper ($1 a year).

Although the union faces all the prob-
lems usually associated with student
groups such as high turnover and
crganisational problems, optimism is
high that if the union is able to plan .~
and follow a round of positive strategy

around its demands, then it will be able-

to grow and function efficiently.

The broad nature of the movement
further enhances its chances of success,
as does the favourable and voluminous
publicity given it by the Adelaide press,
TV and radio. The reporting by both
the TV and radio was neutral and gave
the students a chance to explain the .

position and nature of the union to a very

wide Judigl_}r:g. The TV publicity
inclided a TDT report on the attitude-
of students to the union, showing it to
be favourable, and a news item on the
production of the leaflet which announce
the formation of the union. Perhaps

the best reporting occurred on a radio
talk-in programme conducted by Father
Bob, who allowed Julian Milne and Peter
Vanderwal an hour to explain the
position of the students in a very con-
vincing manner.

GRAEME TUBBENHAUER
PETER VANDERWAL

Graeme Tubbenhauer
104 Crant Avenue

Enquiries:
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During the last week of November, the

b Australian Builder's Labourers Federation

held its Federal Council meeting in

 Hobart. This militant union lately has

been involved in occupying worksites
during strikes, as well as other forms of
direct action. _

Two resolutions passed at the meeting
WCrc:

Anti-war Resolution:

TThis meeting of Federal Council supp-

orts the principle of 'stop work to stop
the war'. Federal Council further calls
upon the branches to discuss with their
members at meetings and through other
forms of propaganda and calls for their
participation in direct action in the
coming Moratorium. The Federation
will support any forms of activity designed
to stop the war and for the withdrawal of
US and puppet troops from Vietnam.

We therefore recommend to the branches
and the members that they participate

in all forms of stopwork action on the
day of the Moratorium. "

Vietnam Resolution: :
"Federal Council deplores the contin=
uation of the US raping of Vietnam. We
strongly condemn the recommencement
of the bombing of the DRV.  We demand
the bombing cease. Asa t:_ngjble
contribution in helping to bring about the
end of the war and the withdrawal of US
and satellite troops from Vietnam, we
determine to withdraw our members from
any project where a contractor or client

RESOIUTIONS

has any financial and immeoral interest
in the conduct of the war against the
Vietnamese people.”

It is envisaged that action on the motions
will commence early in 1971. Various
companies, including Honeywell and -
Dow Chemicals, could be attected,
along with some construction firms. °
The ABLF branch in Melboume recently
also has declared the Westgate Bridge
black, in protest against the repressive.
new "law and order” legislation.

“I had this terrible dream. It was all

over. We'd beaten the Viet Cong. The

South had their first election. They.
vofed in a Commie government.

The New York Times called it the
‘worst catastrophe of the century.” Up-
wards of 500,000 people are dead.
One million are homeless. But the ca-
tastrophe is not over. For hundreds of
thousands of persons in the flooded
delta region of East Pakistan, the di-
saster will continue until help arrives
or they dle.

Yet in face of the measureless suf-
fering, nothing is being done. The
hurricane that swept in from the Bay
of Bengal November 12 could not be
prevented. But the thousands who
have died needlessly and the unknown
thousands who still face death are the
victims of human inaction, indiffer-
ence, and callousness.

Sydney H. Schanberg described
what he saw on Bhola lsland in the
Ganges River delta, in a ‘dispatch in
the November 22 New York Times:

“If relief supplies are not air-dropped
soon to the coastal areas of East Pak-
istan cut off by last week's cyclone
and tidal wave, many of the survivors
probably will die of starvation, dis-
ease and exposure,

"In a two-day tour of accessible
parts of this large island, where of-
ficials say at least 200,000 persons
died, this correspondent found thal
survivors even in some areas that
are not isolated are frenzied for food
and other supplies.

"'We need helicopter airdrops every

half hour of dry food and blankets
and clothes and medicine," said Lieut.
Col. 5.A. Hi of the Army Medical
Corps, who is in charge of medical
relief on Bhola Island, at the mouth
of the Ganges River. 'If we don't get
them, people will simply die and die
and die.'"
..Yet ten days after the hurricane,
there was only one helicopter in op-
eration in all of East Pakistan. Be
cause of the flooding, vast areas have
become a great swamp, inaccessible
even by boat. Alirdrops by fixed-wing
planes are not accurate enough to
reach the groups of people clustered
on islands of dry ground above the
water.

Only the advanced industrial coun-
tries can provide the machines neces-
sary to get aid to the desperate refl-
ugees in time. The United States
should shoulder the greatest respon-
sibility in this because of its wealth
and its giant air force.

Nixon likes to boast about the mili-
tary power of the United States —how
many men can be airlifted to any
spot in the world in a matter of hours
if America’s “security” is threatened.

It took Nixon nine days lo get s

helicopters to East Pakistan! Accord-
ing to Schanberg, these were not in
operation a day after they arrived.
In face of the plight of a million hu-
man beings in danger of imminent
death, Nixon did not care to use the.
thousands of helicopters and immense
supplies stockpiled onily a few hours
away in Vietnam and Thailand.

The greatest catastrophe of the cen-
tury moved Nixon only enough to
order six helicopters from the great
U.S. arsenal. Of these, four were sent
all the way from the distant United
Siates, notl from nearby Vietnam and
Thailand.

In comparison to the resources
Washington allocates for killing and
the speed with which the packages of
death are sent to their human recip-
jents, what can the world think of
Nixon's decision to send six helicop- |
ters to Pakistan? !

PAKISTAN

The Worst Catastrophe—and
Worst Callousness—of the Century

And what must the world think of
the fact that precisely the same day
these helicopters arrived in Dacea,
hundreds of American planes renewed
the bombing of North Vietnam!

The Pekistani government is not
blameless in this crime, although it
does not have the resources needed
to meet a catastrophe of this magni-
tude. The Yahya Khan regime—for
some unfathomable reasons of "face”
— was reluctant to appeal to the world
for help.

Yahya refused to even ask India
for permission to refuel Pakistani heli-
copters on Indian territory — permis-
sion which the Indian government has
belatedly granted without being asked
The small -Pakistani air force stayed
away from East Pakistan.

Little effort was made to distribute
even the pitiful supplies on hand

Such monstrous  indifference is an
indication the ruling class's real
attitude toward ordinary human be-
ings. In Rawalpindi and in Washing
ton, the rulers think alike. "The great-

of

est catastrophe of the century? So
what. Let them die. Saves bombing
the gooks.”
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INSIDE
ABOR

The following interview was conducted
between two SYA members and an
inspirer of the "Inside Labor™ group.
Ac with all "Inside ‘Labor!' comrades,
the interviewee played a leading role
in pre-interventionist Victorian ALP
affairs. For the SYA as for all sericus
eocialist-revolutionary tendencies the.
events in Victorian 'Labor’ Party affairs
are of tremendous significance. We do
not see the present division as just
another struggle between rival bureaucrats

The exciting fact is that at two large
mass meetinggs, hundreds of ALP rank-and
file members endorsed the political
stance of the old Victorian execubve,
condemned Federal Executive inter-
vention and - most significantly - called
for profound structural changes in the
. The structural changes envisaged,
involve retention of the trade union base,
much more rank-and-file say in leader-
ship and the development of general
extra- parliamentary political activity.

Now, as never before, revolutionaries

The SYA calls for critical support for the
"Inside Labor' group and their inter-
state allies.

The identity of the interviewed comrade
must remain unpublished for obvious
reasons - while "Inside Labor" calls for
the right of factions to exist in the ALP,
Whitlam and his advisory council cronies
have less regard for workers' democracy.

The November/December edition of
“Revolution", the trendy Left's money-

making brain-child, features an editorial

explaining that they didn't give a
national coverage to the September
Moratorium because it was such a flop,
and because they have realised the

futility of Moratorium-type movements

as 2 form of protest.

An article on p.14 entitled "Cop-in on

Q. Why do you believe there was Federal
intervention?

A Firstly, there has been a tremendous
drive to move the ALP to the centre

ground of Australian politics. The

Victorian branch was the only State
branch with left-wing or progressive

policies and consequently has been the
main impediment to this drive. The
arguments for intervention were based on
the small ALP vote in Victoria, but in
actual fact, the last Federal election
figures were the second highest since
before Federation. So this argument is
certainly fallacious.

Secondly, there was the fact that, as with
most Social Democrat parties, the par-
liamentary wing was attempting to take
over the movement. The Victorian
branch was the only branch that thought
the parliamentary party should be subser-
vient to the movement.

There is also the factor of personal
ambitions, of course.

Q. There have been criﬁ:isms of the-
State executive from left-wing and rank-

and-file ALP'ers here - that the executive

hasn't behaved as democratically as
possible, for example that they've
neglected to develop the branches, that
the branches have a limited say.
you say to that?

A. On a comparative basis this is not

accurate - Victoria has the most involved

The setting up of the 19-man committee
was a genuine effort to rectify this. In

fact, some members of the executive had

drawn up structural.changes. Bob Hogg
produced a report along those lines as
early as July.

Also, the executive was not as monolithic

as it appeared. The main drawback was
the Ticketing Committee, which always
resulted in compromise. If the right of

fractions to exist was recognised, if

soc ialists could draw up a ticket and get

REVOLUTION?

Jill Jolliffe

Cop-out” attributes the Moratorium
movement to a temporary (deluded)
feeling of optimism on the part of the
anti-war Left. It is illustrated with a
Caims/Bolte double-headed monster
moving demonstrator/cop pawns over
chess board, and contains this
incredible piece of political analysis

"“This optimism ... (relerring to

What do

ful rank-and-file participation.

Q. How do you feel about the rank-and-
file meeting called by the Left at Mel-

A. The November 1 meeting was called
under lots of pressure for people not to
go. It was a very constructive meeting -
there was no locking back and while
people didn't support the necessity for
intervention, they accepted that it had
occurred, that they had to get out of it
somehow and therefore there was a
necessity to rebuild. They confirmed
that the constitution had to be drawn up
and approved by the membership, not
the Federal Executive. Of course, the

CAste T .
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And what motivated Moratorium marchers

To attribute the success of moratoriums
to the organisational capacities of
Moratorium committees 1s to present a
pseudo-analysis; Moratorium committes
even 5o, organise only approximately
one tenth of those who actually march.
Surely the obvious first task of revolut-
ionaries is to attempt to understand why
ordinary Australians with no strong
tradition of street demonstrations have
taken to the streets. s it because of a

Since when have revolutionaries sub-
s ituted idealist causal notions like
"optimism' for the dialectic of social

change:
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Bill Hartley, the secretary of the dissolved Victorian Branch of the
ALP, sitting down in Bourke Street at the Moratorium.
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temporary upturn in anti-war —oplimism ¢

will probably retain our union base, and
hope to get a structure that will g0 to-
wards branch participation. There i¢

Q. How can members of the Labor

movement assist in the rejection of the
Federal intervention?

A. The final end we are working for is
the development of left-wing policies
within the ALP, and the creation of a
structure that will allow that. The
structure is the key -~ it should be possible
Lo create a structure that will block a
conservative AILP. The parliamentary
party shouldn't be allowed to dominate

the scene - it should be just gne area we
work in.

Those who fail to attempt to understand =

the roots of the Moratorium 111c{x-ement
must fail also to see its revolutionary

implications.

Prior to the May Moratorium, _cmilnithl
more notorious "anti-imperialists of

now-defunct VCC scoffed at ﬂi;ﬂvtmtnﬁ

ion that the Moratorium
?L%;Eiﬁﬂprecipitatc anti-Vietnam .
strations of tens of thousands of od 8
Australians. The CP (M-L) boycotted =3
firct Moratorium. Both lived to re gret h
their stand.
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?r};ven‘,;:ﬂ.nt as a "washout" (and they

in company with Bolte - do they nlllmﬂ a4
warrant a Janus monster? ) may we o
an historical joke in a year's times
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those who dismiss the Morat®e

Surely it is time that the Left stopped re-
‘hashing Engels' "Origins of the Family"

in order to explain the inferior status of
‘women in society.

' Engels' adoption of the theories of the

'bourgeois pioneer anthropologist Morgan
‘were understandable in his day when the
‘science of anthropology was in its
infancy, and factual material was scant.
But there is no necessity for us to accept
these theories now. Evelyn Reed's con-
tribution to your last issue is just one
more example of Marxists endemg :
" Eng huifu organ's theories.

Because of their isolation from one
another, and because of the variety of

conditions under which they live, it is
§ dence amon some
?ﬁr’ﬁ:g‘ﬂi‘ mﬁm
that primitive peoples live in
matriarchal societies.

But this is certainly untrue of the great
bulk of primitive peoples. The most
cursory reading aiP:lementanr anthrop-
ological works dealing with the
Australian aborigines leaves one in no
doubt that most, if not all, Australian
aboriginal tribes were male dominated.
The Council of old men administered the
law of the tribe. Female initiation
ceremonies were very perfunctory affairs

compared with male initiation ceremonies.

The legends and history of the tribe were
handed down by the men to the boys in
ceremonies from which women were

| strictly excluded. "The hunter must be
fed to hunt" was the principle that de-
termined food distribution.

Nor could it be otherwise, except in

unusual circumstances, amongst
primitive peoples. In these societies

the necessity to bear and suckle children .
The misunderstanding of Evelyn Reed and

of the anti-capitalist struggle - a

oppression in the past leads her to put
primary emphasis on the struggle for
restoration of the golden age in the
future. In effect, the struggle for
women's liberation for her is a very
secondary struggle. Her position is not
so very different from that of the rest of
the Left for the past fifty years - which
explains why nothing was done until the
new consumer society raised its own
demands for sexual freedom mostly
because the big advertisers were using
sex to sell their products.

It is only in recent years that man has
gained the technical knowledge that
makes manual labour and economic
scarcity unnece - It is only oow
that society can afford to make the care
of all children the responsibility of the
whole of society - both men and women.

In the past there was no altemative to
domestic servitude for the mass of

women - whatever alternatives might
have been available for gifted or
favoured individuals. It is now, like
class society, an historical anachronism.

Today there is an alternative. The fight
against domestic servitude is part of the
struggle for socialist society. Included
in that fight is not only the economic
demands for equality for which socialists’
and communists have struggled in the
past - but also the fight for women's
liberation. This struggle will not be
helped if we believe that a golden age

of sexual equality existed in the past.

It can only be built in the future.

GEORGE PETERSEN.

D.A. REPLIES

Comrade Petersen's criticism is a

(1) His grounds for dismissing Engels’
view of primitive commumism appear,
however, rather flimsy; to treat such

others would be a matter of mere academic a2 complex concept (and ome which

discussion had it not led to serious errors
in politics. The myth of the golden age
of matriarchy, to which we will return
under communism, led to a complete
neglect of the reasons why men have been
able to oppress women under all forms of
society.

True, socialists and communists haye
battled for such reforms as equal pay. But
we have not fought for the right of women
to enter "male" occupations. We have
done very little about such issues as
abortion law reform and legislation of
vasectomy and contraception advertising.

When we have done so we have usually
ailed behind liberal reformers - and are

-;til‘.t doing so.

en women's organisations which are
under the influence of communists show
themselyes to be primarily concerned
with such issues as price control and

‘child care facilities, i.e., issues which

relate to the inferior place of women as
‘consumers and as managers of men's

ildren and property.

It would be too easy to blame this on the
fact that our soclety is permeated with
male chauvinism. Our society is also
deeply infected with racial chauvinism.
Whatever other criticism one might have

Marxists have always held to be a basic
tenet of Marxism) in such an off-hand
way seems imresponsible. His criticism
of the theory remains assertion through
lack of documentation of any kind.
The one instance he cites to disprove
the existence of matriarchal communist
societies as the prevailing form of early
social organisation is of the Australian
Aborigines. Apart from his ahistorical
static view of the Aborigines, a cursory
reading of Engels would reveal that he
in fact described forms of social
organisation amongst Mt. Gambier and
Darling River Aborigines which bore out
his thesis.

But more, in attacking Engels' theory of
primitive communism, of a pre-exploit-
ative society, he is in fact attacking a
wheole theory that is fundamental to at
least the Marxist/Leninist concept of the
State (as developed, for e.g., by Lenin
in "The State and Revolution) and to
Marxist economics. It appears to me to
be a keystone of Marxist philosophy and
to question this is to seriously question
the validity of Marxism itself.

(2) The above criticism is the most
im it one Comrade Petersen makes.

Unfortunately he also depends on a
slander of Evelyn Reed's views. She

drop their male chauvinism in the course

(3) When Comrade Petersen speaks of
the "serious errors in politics" Eve lyn

struggle for women's rights to these
delusions they have fostered. This is
blatantly dishonest in that very little
strong awareness of women's oppression
has existed in Australia up until now,
let alone at the level of discourse Evelyn
Reed offers, i.e., to say that people
have not struggled around women's
rights because people like Evelyn Reed
have offered only false ideology is
cbviously phoney when "Our Women"

s represented the acme of socialist
thought on the matter for the past
decade or so0, apart from the odd
article in "Arena".

(4) 1find the claim that "It is only now
that society can afford to make the care
of all children the responsibility of the
whole of society - both men and women"
rather amazing . It is argued that tech-
nical kmowledge has rendered domestic
drudgery near-obsolete and thereby
made altemnatives to female servitude
possible. But there has always been an
alternative - what about the redistribut-
ion of the means of production, distribu-
tion and exchange? It was as possible
in 1917 as it is now to abolish domestic
servitude, to bring women out of
private, domestic (unpaid) production
into public, socialised production, to
socialise child-rearing, and to

socialise domestic labour. It is a
question of social redistribution and re-
organisation, not of modern gadgetry,
which can develop indefinitely under
capitalism with no prospect of the
emancipation of women.

(5) The key to Comrade Petersen's
article lies in the sentence "Despite
her call for struggle now on women's
demands, her denial that biological
make-up predestined female oppression
in the past leads her to put primary
emphasis on the struggle for restoration

historical growth of class society and

its concomitant, the nuclear family,

but in initial biological female dis-
advantages. It is this position which in
fact now restricts the women's

liberation movement to reformist
pragmatic perspectives. Far from post-
poning the struggle for women's rights

to the socialist millenium, Evelyn Reed
provides the programme, strategies and
theoretical perspectives which the
biological sex-differences position has
failed to provide. The Australian
women's liberation movement has until
now failed utterly to raise the question
of the family, of monogamy, of the
private ownership and rearing of children.
This is the real point at issue; those who
have purported to present a class
analysis of women's oppression (I, see
footnotes) have in fact presented only an
economist analysis and those who argue
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Ilustration from

poster produced for
Jane Arden's play,

*Vagina Rex and the
Gas Oven".

tnequivocal on the matter, and it was
given high priority in the "Commumist

: Editors proposition which is blatantly untrue. Reed and others have b allegedl i e
bourne Town Hall? Weren't there tﬁﬁzlde:;igangl&:;:f‘ %ﬂ;}l:g II:rack to the : Direct ’Actlm- Despite her call for struggle now on guilty of, he then goes '-';ﬂ[,,.rnf:’ Y Manifesto
implied criticisms of the State even waitﬁ S han e '-:;h:?:?};;l:iﬂmup_ dﬂ;" t : women's demands, her denial that ‘socialists and commumists have ...") "The bourgeois claptrap about the
E;'(-Iiicuti\'t‘: as also by the Left at St. 8 HEOHL Comrades, biological make-up pre-destined female to apparently attribute the neglect of the family, and educaton, and the
o Kilda Town Hall? AN

hallowed co-relation of parent and
child, becomes all the more dis-
gusting, the more, by the action of
modem industry, all family ties
among the proletarians are tom
asunder, and their children trans-
formed into simple articles of
commerce and instruments of labour.

"But you Communists would introduce
community of women, screams the
whole bourgeoisie in chorus.

"The bourgeoisie sees in his wife a
mere instrument of production. He
hears that the instruments of pro-
duction are to be exploited in com-
mon, and naturally, can come to no
other conclusion than that the lot of
being commeoen to all will likewise
fall to the women.

"He has not even a suspicion that the
real point aimed at is to do away with
the status of women as mere instru-
ments of production".

These In fact are the classical Mapxist
demands Evelyn Reed raises. Only the:e
provide a %gnEctiw for the transitional
demands of abortion reform, universal |
contraception, etc. Only these can take
the women's movement beyond a
mragmatic reformist one to a revoluticn-
iry one. Only such an analysis sees the
oppression of women as part of a class
system beyond "economic" oppression
and ties the women's liberation move-
ment irrevocably to socialism.
R e e = = —=
(1) "Women In The Worldorce" by
Commie Sandford
"On The Question of Women's

Liberation" by Worker-Student Alliance
for Women's Liberation

(2) "Is Anatomy Destiny"” by Camille

! ‘ . - of the golden age in the future". In G
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must carry the struggle against reformist membership in Australia. In any group, In mmrem: ‘h;amveet;o:::gm phﬁ;:&é;?;mnt&ges ; SRS M be frested ak other words, he sees the origin of "Building a Movement" by Barbara
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y illusions into the ALP itself. ::?trhsfcl:::gie ":{f;tt??gglg;nl Sllr:zms. | stronger and they are not handicapped by female oppression, not in the Levy

"Women and Liberation" produged by
the CPA.

All of these except the latter are papers
which were presented at the naticmal
women's liberation conference in [el-
boume in May. There was only one
exception to the economist/biclogical
dichotomy - Liz Elliot's paper on
"Families" in which the question of
family as a clasy institution was raised.

JILL JOLLIFFE

May 8) ... provoked more optimism
among the parliamentary democrats -
the people were finally getting out
in the streets - it was a victory for
the united frontists”.

: of Australian c ommunists it cannot be
" "B denied that they we; ﬂ;:ﬂiu;it;ﬂ m

- . ing acial chauvinism [ nAu a
George ’;L‘t*”*ﬂ :lfa & W to recognise Aborigines and Asiatics as
at a C“. ton, o human beings - at a time when it was far
Ml:ﬁtfn{:;“h:t;m;la. less popular than it is today to attack the
15 Ivlls

and takes issue with ite Australia policy.

ments expressed by
RBeed in "Direct :\Ctiﬂ_.:

ite emphatically rebutts the claim
?hu:tta is harking back to a golden
age:

"It is not my intention to glorify the :
epoch of savagery nor advocate a
romantic return to some past 'golden
age'. An economy founded upon
and food-gathering is the

%
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Regardless of what the hell "victory for
the united frontists" is supposed to mean,
since when have parliamentary demo-
crats agitated for people to get out into

N ":".:';.

Eveus On the Left today the Maoists are the

1 exponent of the theory that liest stage in human development

the streets? The Moratorium movement No. 2, Eonlt.\tinﬂ ¥ ::hﬂi:;:.n bE done to abolish gu-'l E its ui s:c . i v l.ﬂ' wlm ml
is the antithesis of parliamentarianism - origins of women's = discrimination until we achicve the new cruds and hagkt, SLEPRRTR, Sl
hundreds of thousands of Australians k"]'FI-;TEw.‘ ion. Evelym “’ 1 lassless society - which means ‘lﬁ must rec that male and -
have scen fit to take to the streets to is a prominent Marxi® aothing now. Change the word "sexual” female relations in that kind of
protest against the "-.'i-l:'fll.}h.{.\'i'g S Wha . the US and a me i : o "racial” and the iHW of this line m’.w were mlﬂﬁn Fm ‘H |E 7
If the y believe in the effic acy of par- of the ﬁ,.,xt.&ll‘t WorkE 5 san be seen. m mﬂq o
liament, why go cut into the streets Party . .

Attempts by Caims and other Social tvelyn Reed does not sabacrhe A B

Democrats to co-opt the movement for faoist line. But there is certainly 8 |

i.':-i. ctoral purposes can veil but not ifference between the int‘!hﬂm*h;m

i:.;”:r_f:[;w:h essentia ]'|'~_.- exira- E*.l:"i‘.._.-‘fu nt- cial chauvinism duplj?!d h? m

n the twenties and thirties, and her
iggestion that men will, of themselves,
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Last SYA camp near Sydney.

EDUCATIONAL CAMP

SYA's summer educational camp takes place at Camp Eureka, near A lv\ONTHLY
Warburton, Victoria. The site is about 50 miles from Melbourne |

5 and consists of creek, cabins, bush and showers. The camp will M-AGAZ'NE

: last from Saturday, January 2 to Saturday, January 9, 197] " -

3 Papers will be given on a wide range of subjccts,“;ncﬁ“udiu Eotiory v FOR Tnc -
g of the Australian labour movement over the last 20 years, history

of the revolutionary socialist movement, art and revolution, RAD'CAL'ZATI . |
IEnmnn organisational concepts of Leninism, the anti-war movement, !

women's liberation, histerical materialism and many others.
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For a full list of speakers and all other details, including transport ‘ The bBest'] i T £
3 I journal of socialist lhe&“
Avoiloble from: Box 186 Haymarket, and cost, wite PO i B Syfﬂncy S At in America today. Subscriptions
Sydney. 2000 Altemnatively, ring the branch in your State - but urgently, so available from SYA, Box 581, Sydaey)
eIy that we can cater and amrange for everyone. (For branches see South, 2000, or airmail rates from
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