
'TWAS EVER THUS. 
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I'11;11 gtri~ig. I);~cl\ to , \ l )os is sill),. It's not c\ .c~i i~~ tc l l ig i l~ lc . "  

; . \ ~ l t l  tlic LI;IcI<s ;IIT gone.  and \vc ;II-r not niorc than the!., 
' l ' o ~ i i ~ l ~ l  :IS I 111 i1 I i c~  IIIJ .  cit1111) 1)s tlic r a i~~-s t i l l e ( l  hva. 

Allfl : 

I ) i(Sjc~-i(loo-~li(l.ic~~~i~loo ! 
A l ~ l ~ ~ c l ~ f ~ ~ l l o ~ v  l)lo\vs t l ~ r o ~ ~ g l i  :I Ie1igt11 of l):111il)oo 
'1.0 ~ l i c  rcp11:lr l )c ;~t  o i  :III iro~i\voo(I s ~ i c k .  
(lic.li clic.l\, clic.1,-clicli-c.licl< 

I )itljc~-itloo-~-tlitljcritloo ! 
A ~ i ~ ~ ~ - s c r > , - ~ - l ~ y ~ i i c  a ~ i ( l  a history too. 

6 ' .  ' I :  i a ~ i i i s ~ o r ~ t i o i .  Hcrc  is ;i hu~ i iourous  plea 
Tor i\4;~tli:1 I)> /  uric who  csl)rc,ssc.% what  has s i~ i in~crc ( l  
in mt: s i ~ ~ c c .  cliiltll~ootl i ~ l ~ ~ u t  Ihr  one-sitlctlnt.ss O F  t ha t  
l i l l i c ~ l  s o .  !\Iso thc intlcs t o  tlic anthologies Iilclis 
fc\v of t11c 1ia111e5 o i  0111- l)rac.tisi~ig l)octs, 11iiljor o r  ~ i i i r ~ o r .  
!intl>.istn. instcatl o i  c o ~ ~ l i n i n g  wri ters  to long-csploitctl 
fic~l(ls, seek5 t o  i1(1(I  s o ~ ~ i c t l ~ i ~ i g  ~ i c \ v  a ~ i d  riel1 to l i t c r a t ~ ~ r c  
i l l  our  to~iguc."  

"l 'crl~aps . . . but put  that  st11lF a p i n s t  the classics 
ant1 whcrc  would it be?" 

WclI, 
I t  is a long t imc now 
5i1i'c H o n ~ c r  was  a boy,  
;~n t l  l Ic lc~i  has  Torgotten 
ancicn t 'I'roy 

I I ~ I - c  is t11c csprcssion O F  much \vholcsomc a~ l t l  \.igorous 
(811iotio1i ~vhic-I1 is not ou t  o l  l i a r ~ i ~ o ~ i y  wit11 rcvcrrncc for 
111c c-Ii~shi's. 

".i\tlniittctll!~ J . O L I  call pick 0111 t lccc~i t  bits. 1)ut t l i c r c ~ ' ~  
s o  I I I L I C I ~  stul'l-just stuff." 

In sl :~ntl ;~rt l  c-ollt-c.tctl \\ 'Orli~ 1hc1-c is oilell mnrc cliall' 

to hc i l l  Jd;ngI:i~~(l that  April 's tliu-c, u.hiIc tlic c l~ ;~~ l~ l i~ ic l i  
s ings o n  tlic orchard Imugh ; and to lack o i  u n d c r s t a n t I i ~ i ~  

* o f  an Australian in Palestine s u f k r i n g  Frorii ;I s imilar  
' ~ ~ n i v c r s ~ l '  ~ ios ta lg ia ,  \vhcn lie aches to "licar the 1)utchcr 
chortle, ant1 the  jackass laugh again,  i l l  springtime o n  the  
C'l ;~rc~icc w h c ~ i  thcrc's fcathcr o n  the  ca~ic:?" 

"Surely you don't compare  Iliosc t\vo l)oc111s? ! ! ! ! ! ! ? "  
F o r  Ihc ~i ionicnt  concern is tncrely with thc. 'universal'  

emotion evoked in both,  and tlic nit1 i t s  esl)rcssion gj\.(.s 
to psycl io lo~ical  satislaction i l l  the soil of o ~ l r ' s  I)irtli or 
l ) c r .~ i i :~~~cn t  rcsitlcncc. 

\Vc a rc  a great  land's lo\ ,crs,  il land's  \v ;~r t lc~is .  
~ O I -  whom hcr  beauty  is a11 hcr famc, 
l ights lor  us a vision tha t  I)!-vaks a ~ i d  I)roadc~ns, 
I)uI-ns to ticry wonder  ;lt her name. 

Sal\ .agc of ;tncietit a r t i s t ry ,  the tattcrctl 
tapes t ry  Ivcavc with a skilful tlircatl and s t rong ,  
thc   broke^^ ~iiclody. the  ncrtcs far  sc;~ttcrctl  
g:.;~thcr ant1 fasliio~i l o  cntluring song. 

Yc.1 still tlic test of tlrouglit will comc again.  
and come tlic ngc-long I)lcssing of the  rain. 

Ant1 ill o u r  hear ts  the  s inging swagman 's  s o n g  
shall echo from his ghostly billabong. 

1 Thousands  of milts of s tern  Australian coast  
will front the  main  when  i t  i s  angered most,  
smash  moving mounta ins  when  they  thunder  in ,  
ant1 s tand the  sunli t  conquerors of the  tlin. 



barbaric and tragic passions and activitics in a robust  
a n d  prinlitivc cn\sironmcnt, and  that  in latcr  generations 
Inally a pundit  and  pedagogue has tried to break o r  ban 
~ m c t s  \ \~hosc  work today is emhal~nct l  in dominieq' tcxt- 
I)ook\ a~ i t l  I)cco~lic the critics' mcasur i~ig  stick to csclutlc 
;111(1 co~ i t l e~ i in  the concern of ~ \ ~ c n  later pocts \vith sccncs 
ant1 thciiirs, 1ocriti011~ and localities too r a w  and ncw for 
tlic auaclilic o r  i~n;dvct i turous .  

Aitst~-alin will I)c csprcsscd : 


