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Australians i t  Coolie Rates 
American and EnSlish short stories are being offered t o  Ausf:alian ~ ~ a g a z i n e  pub- 

lishers a t  six shillings each. Illus+rations are t h r a w n  in, free. 

, .>t  can happen---ai-d Incredible, isn't it? B u i ,  if you wan+ dccurnenfary proo; cF ;+,'-- 1 

i s  happening-here, turn t o  page 3. Read, mark,  and inwaidiy digest  ! 
AND, IF, IN THE READING OF IT, YOU DON'T GET A BAD ATTACK OF INDIGES- 

TION, WE MISS OUR GUESS. o 

The  letter w e ' v e  rcproduccd for yo11 is irom Pnited co::.ii,s~r:p ca1tu1-L. m Stockholm, ' 0 d o  . 
l i ternational  Features  of London ; I I I ~ ~  l'hiladelphia. I t  was <11nd hn~..tcrda;ii. I hcy've jiot local . 

artists and educationists wor r~ed  f rom 
sent  out, not so long ago, to  .~Il~slralian newspaper and CIPC T C ~ W I ~  to  BI I~ I IOS  Ayres.. 
magazine editors. 

Don't make any miit&e about it, they 
You n d l  note the prices sought, the contributions offered:- ~ ! 1  I-ccaus thcv'rc chcao. 
*"Treasure Island" story strip (pub!ished in "The S y d ~ e y  Morning ' 

Herald"),  16/* each: "Bahy Joy" strip, 10,'. each; "Who  is W h o  in Crime," They'rc admitted duty,tree, and re* .' 
lo/ ,  each; a full Women's pagc, including ~llustrations, ?i/- each. . . ." tailed ~t cut prices that  not only close 

avenues of c'nployment for Australian 
And you'll note the  qualifying paragraph:- ;kuthors and artists. but tend to  b r ine .  

"Econom~cal graduating discounts 
features. . . ." 

A n d  if you've got any sense of fair- 

play in your make-up, you'll ask your- 

self this:- 

"How can Australian writers and 
artists compete against coolie rates 
such as that7  And i f  they are allowed 
to  continue, how can Australian stand- 
ards hope t o  survive?" 

Don't get the idea that Ln::cd Inter, 
national Features h ,~ve  a monc;poIy in 
this Syndicate racket. It's almost as old 
as the th imble~and~pea  t r~ck .  and it's 
getting worse every year. 

It's getting so bad that  it's t ~ n i c  YOU 
started doing something about it. 

0ver:eas' short s:orics, sold by syndr  
cation agencies a t  ridiculously low rates. 
appear with monotonous rcpularity in 
Australian magaziilcs. And  here. in the 
a r t  field, are aoliie of t he  children that 
Syndication has spawned: 

Supcrman. Rrick Bradford, Joe Palooka 
-not forgetting Poil me Goil-the Rat, 
zenjammer Kids, Nancy, Henry, the  Little 
King, Jane. Orphan  Annie, Barnahy. The 
Pussycat Princess. The  Lone Ranger. B;t, 
man (Consolidated Press);  Popeyc. 
Blond~c's Family, Pop. Rip Kirby, Pr1nr.e 
Valiant, Littlc I o d ~ n e  (Asnociated News 
papers):  Tarzan, Red Ryder, Penny, Mr.  
and Mrs. Vic. Flint, Treasure Island 
(Sydney Morning Herald) ,  to name onlv 
a few. 

N o t  forgetting the 16,page Amcr~can 
comic~papers now being reprinted in .-\us, 
tralia under licence-American "culture." 

c~irchasiny a number of our doivn-ancl hn 'e ,  ~n fact, brought do& 
-the csonomic standards which Austra- 
1i:rn: h;~,:c fought t o  preserve. 

that. on a "duty-free" basis, is threaten, 
In;: t o  drive ~ndependent  Austra l~an ar, 
t m s  out of busmess. 

Remember this. . . . 
T h o x  comlc strlps are sold in  Aus, 

:ray14 ;:t a fraction of the price origin, 
Aly paid for then1 - ?  their country of 
oricln. 

They are, in eficct, "second-hand 
:oodsV that have circul>.ted i n  the United 
S:ates or Great Britain u n t ~ l  their initial 
news value is exhausted. 

They've been hawked by the syndica, 
:ion pedd!ers through the magazinc 
markcts In Jerusalem. Tsiro, Istanbul, 
Madrid, Rome, Paris. They've introduced 

They undermine educational standards 
-(don't iorget that Lcemy and his "goil 
friend, Poil AMoiphy" are read every day  
by thousands of impressionable Austra. 
lian children). They're just about as  un-  
Australian as anything could be. 

T o d a y  the Australian Journalists' As; 
soclatlon stands four-square against the 
four great evils thar threaten both Aus 
rralian I~terature and the  development of -. 
a worthwhile Australian wayof4ife.  . - -.- - 

. . Those evils are: 

Syndication of overseng' stories. . 
articles and comic<jtrips that permits 
syndicated material t o  compete againat ' -. 

- - .A: 
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' . '  . APPEAL TO FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

. . . .  * PUBLISHING 
Reasons why it should be established:- 
(1) Radio has a S t a n d i ~ g  Comnittcc, yct publishing, \vith grsatcr ramifications, has 

none. 
(2)  Quotas for Australian films and broadcast music havc bccn fised, but any 

oversea5 publisher can flood thc Au:tral~an markct w ~ t h  hls product, cood 
o r  othenvisc. 

( 3 )  America with its grcat publishing industry. so organiscd that it can frrcc 
its producti Into Austra l~a and n i o = ~  othcr count:iee of thc \\:o:ld, c \ m  nrj:i, 
English spcaking Scandinavia, st:ll has s:rvng protection. Thr: cwntry .  \vht:!> 
needs no protection, still has a limit on the quantity of 11:cra:urr t h ~ :  may 
be importcd iron1 Auetralin or any other country, free of duty. Ait<t;alia, 
on the other hand, admils Ainertcan books duty  free. 

( 4 )  T h e  number of publications originating in U .S .A .  and being psin!cd in A u v  
tralia is growing at an alarming rate. Thcse arc done undcr I:;cncc, are 
using up Australian material and lahour and making it a!nio:.: impovi5ic 
for Aastralian work to be published. 

( 5 )  Syndicatcd literary and art  material are h a n g  distributed t:) Australian n c i w  
papers and magazines a t  prices that makc it impossible for Australim writers 
and. artists to compete. 

What It Could Do For the Publishing Industry. 
( 1 )  Investigate all phases of the Australian publishing industry by t ~ k i n g  cvrdcnce 

from ttrne to time and keeping ah!-east of latest dcvelopmcnts that might 
operate to thc de:riment of the  loca! industry. 

( 2 )  The, scope of t he  committee would include: Bound books, syndicated comic 
strlps and other art  work, syndxated short stor:es and artlclcs, publicat~on 
within Australia under licence of forcign pcriod:cals, the reprtnting of overscar 
books. 

( 3 )  Place a tariff upon impor:ed comic strips, other art &ork, short ~toriec and 
magazines to prevcnt their publication within Australia at r a m  below those 
paid to Australian writers and artists. 

( 4 )  Place a tariff upon imported books ( f ic t~on)  to \)ring thc::? up to a pricc 
a t  which the Australian article could compete, o r  alternatively place a quota 
upon overseas books. 

( 5 )  Control the reprinting of ovcrrcns wor!ts of fiction in .lustraha. This cobld 
be done by making i t  necessary for publishers to make app!!ca:ion to a ccn:ml 
body for pcrniission to print. The  centt-a1 body would then grant prior:tlcq, 
ensuriilg that local works wzre not left on  the sheivcs unprintcd for ycarP. 
while the limitc.1 rcsources of paper and printin:! mcse rnadc available to 
overseas reprtnts. - 
( I t  is understood that a similar schen~c already existr in Indta.) 

(6)  Prohibition, while publishing iclcilitics arc limited, of local cd:tirm: cf ovcrce?q 
books for export. As an  example wc quotc thc Ainc;i<;cn noici "Kin?'- 
Row," a large edition d which was piinred and bound. uvng high-:rack 
material; hali o f  thz edttion was sold within Australia, but the c;the:- !inlf \va: 
exported t o a r i t a l n .  Cuntcqucntiy. .\ustrdi:an work5 sufiercd. 

( 7 )  Overhaul of  the copyright law.. T!:c Ln!tcd S:>.!cs is not a nic!xbcr of t1:c 
Intcrnation.!! Convention ~or.ci.:i:li: c i ~ p v r i ~ l ~ :  ,.:,i it I S  po..ihlc for ;In :\I!. . . ,  . 
tralian *soik to be "pirated" 11: htnc~lc:. .  

(8)  Es t en~ ion  of the  Cornrnonw\.c.altli Litc:,~rj. Fi tn j  

C A M E  ES 
Camels can go for a long time 
without a drink. But who 
wants to be. a camel? 

Call at 

- .  D U R B A N  C L U B  H O T E L  
3 ELIZABETH STREET 

(near Hunter Street) 
B 5332 

THE RENDEZVOUS O F  JOURNALISTS 

Great Writers 
Started the Fight 

F ~ g h t  of the Austra l~an Journahsts' 
Associaxon to  s e x r e  (I fair deal for the 
Australran author and artist has bccn a 
loi!g and ewfi t ful  one. 
- Thc  first Authors'  ant! '\rti>ts' Sectinn 
of thc A . J .A .  v:ar formccl in Melbourar  
on Saturday, Junc 11. 1921. 

Mr. Roy Bridgc: presided. and a m x :  
t h o x  present W C I C  14~: :~s .  Ed\r.;~i-d 
Dysun. J x k  .\!cLnrcn. G e r ~ ~ a r d  Cron!n, 
Bcrilard 0'Do:vd. E 3.:. \\TcSb, X.!:5. 

14.!r;c Pitt, a i d  Xli;.cc Myra Mo, r l s ,  
Dori.: Kcir, a!?d Certrudc Har t .  

Ohjccts o i  :5c Scction \-:ere staled 2s 

follo\vs:- 
(1 )  T o  enroll all Auc:ralian a~:t!~o:.s . . 

and arti.ts as n~temhcrs o i  t!ic h.J.2. 
( 2 )  T O  work rhrclugh tile ,4.J.A, i,:r 

the benefit of t+,c authors and artists. 
( 3 )  T o  sesarc from the \.ariout nr7:r 

paper and perioiical proprietors in . % I , -  

ti-al~a p r e f c p c e  for the \vork of A u ,  
~ ra l i an   author^ ?..nd artists. 

( - I )  T o  cornba: t ! ~  position set up  by 
the mportatior.  itit0 Plus:ral~a of cheap 
~~;!i:Iicatcd drzwin:~, rerlal atid shod 
stor-:cs. 

( 5 )  T o  secure adcquate ratcs of pay 
and payment or! accc;,Lalice. 

( 6 )  T o  ensure that thc ~0r!;4 of AUS, 
rralian authors arc. 3dequatc:y rc\is\vcd in 
Au~t ra i t an  journalc. 

( 7 )  T o  induc .  booksellers to give a 
p1m;er display in thcir shops and -:in, 
dows of the works of Australian authors. 

ACTION IN N.S.W. 
Activirts in S e w  Sout!~ \\:a!cs nc: at 

71  Eliiabcth Strcct on Friday, August 5, 
1921, when thc X S.\V. Scit;orl \\'a, 
foynied. 

Inc!udcd among t!ic loundcrs wcrc such 
\.cJ,kno\vn llternry na::Tcs as A .  D .  
"Banjo" Patcrmn. Kcnrcth  Slclsor, Dame 
M a r y  G,imorc. Uartlc:: h d a n w n ,  Con 
Drciv. Sydncy H. l)c.!rccr. C. H. Dcrt:c, 
.I. 1-1. 1.1. A b h ~ t :  and Rantlolph Dcdforc!. 

The Icdci-a1 Authi>rs and .4!t ,sts 
tmn o! :he A!..\., \vhich cor~>~,:cd of ;I 

,.:- ' ,1.f.L .. .- 1x1 c,!i'5 C:I;\~GII city, was fou~~,cic;l 
111 Syd~;cy ,[:I: Sc.\cni!.rcr 2 6 .  1 0 2 ! .  

r:iquci!tiy :::c cliort? of :!;c A. j  .-\. 
li;ll.e I-cci: : . : :-:-cpr~.~ctitcd i:1 L:.C r i ; : ~ ! ~  
Prc- 2nd ;\:~-:r;i:!~n litc::!~urc ,,:id ,!r: 
li:tvc kcen :.a!-cly I:cid u p  3s ..:cs:hrn!: 
r,,sd:c;,-:c and l o t  v;ortl! hothcl-:rll: abolit 

Onc  g;nwal rcannscr dcclarecl. dcsprtc 
Wtll Dywn .  Davtd Low, Phrl A h y ,  Geo. 
Fincy, Y\:\'i!l h,!ahoncy, W c p  T . I I L I  scorcs 
of o:hcr f r o n ~ r a n i ;  met:, that artirts pro, 
duced in Ausral :an  "couldn't draw." 


