sities and coal-mmes—g.n nstonlshing ame
and spoken ‘comment as. critical as it was engour
- Indignation, praise, ridicule, bopular support ha
us how necessary we were.to stimulate a more lively
in literary affairs. It appea.rﬂ that what our readers den
is new writing that is really new—in the sense of hav
- gometHing vital to say about present-day ideas, trends ghc
~'problems, They have shown themselves less concerned wi

“that gets down to fundamentals. Fresh winds blow strong;
does it matter'if a few sobgr hats get krfocked off?’

- Yet one or two hyper-gensitive critics want to turn us. B
. into a magazine'for the “intelligentzia,” publishing sophis- -
ticated and eccentric material for their amusement. We'

aim at a broader appeal,

recalling Bernard O’Dowd’s
declaration back in 1809 .

“Old castes may be dzsappearmg, but coteries of

the intellectually proud, the spiritually proud, the
artistically proud, segregate themselves front the

intellectually, spiritually, artistically hungry and

thirsty masses of the people to whom they belong,

and lhrealen to form a caste system more odious .

than ever. . ;
) “Today,” we wrote in our first mtroductlon,' “the

experience of the majority demands expression,” and the
amount of manuscript received is our justification. We

can now present a short story by a Sydney railworker, '
another by a Melbourne wharf-laborer, and a critical article °

on modern literature by an aircraft. worker. In additiaon,
almost half our contributors are serving or. have served

with the armed forces, which points to one of the most .
interesting facts in the cultural revival now beginning to -
take shape in Australia—the amount of creative work being -~

produced by soldiers.

We were taken to task for appearing to have given
editorial endorsement to Noel Hutton’s article, “Art and

the Working* Class,” which called forth, among much
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“ subtleties of style, highly- -polished technique than material
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. the comfortably-padded seats of the Opposition, Mr.

% theme, we. believe. would not have been acceptable~to"‘_
ther Australian publication. This is consistent with
ppolicy, which is to present the work of both established

: m"iters and those struggling for prmt providlng they have
: somethmg worth saying.

Ken Lev:s, whose short story “The Artlst's Toucy' .
was one of the most popular contributions, is represented
with the story that won last year’s Henry Lawson -prize
at Sydney University., This is the second year in succession
he has pulted off this prize. Most of the critics seemed to

" misg the point of his first story, drawing attention only to

his descriptive ability. Its implications wére definitely
modern, revealing a new factor in Australian country life

. —the effects of large-scale capitalist industry, which drives

the bush craftsmen down into the ranks of unskilled dabor.
From a literary point of view, “Inbred” is possibly a better
story. More important, it reflects another social tragedy, .
the subconscious conflict between bush and city dwellers,
‘due to the cultural and economic frustratlon which alienates
one.from the other. :

It was somethmg of a shock to discover a poem of ours
in Hansard. Replying to attacks on miners issuing from
owley
James, M.H.R., found coal-miner Jock Graham’s poem an
effective defence. ‘“‘Perhaps honorable members opposite
may not be so ready to condemn the coal-miners,” he
declared, “when they have read that.”. This is by no means
the first time poetry has shown its ability to crystallise an
experience more effectively than any other medium.

This brings us to a charge that one critic made against

- Pagu Fiv(




‘who was, murdered 'iaat ;éar !,p a N
“his “partlsan" views:.

" The very ’act of retiring " j7

3% whether one realises' it or noc,g ‘means that '

* Pilate, one is-washing one’s hands ‘of social iniquity

and tacily: oonsennng lo zlw crmhmg of ;lhc
oppreued VA i G

. We believe that the best tnbute we ‘can pay to the
. .genius ‘of Rolland, who long ago renounced hig theory of.
‘remaining “above the battle,” is to. emulate his active
; _-opposxtion to the social ‘cancer of Fascism. /
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