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Conference Location — Victorian College of Pharmacy
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‘ .. a fundamental re-examination of Australia’s

foreign, military and resources policy

is urgently necessary.”

Australia’s traditional foreign policy has been one of alignment, except for
some important independent decisions taken by the Curtin Labor Govern-
ment in the interests of Australia’s defence, following Japan's entry into
World War [I. Kowever, prior to 1942, Australian foreign policy was deter-
mined by Great Britain, and since 1945, by the United States.

This policy evolved on a bi-partisan basis. Until the end of World War 11,
Australia was essentially a Eurcpean outpost in an imperialist dominated
Asia,

This situation has dramatically changed as a result of the National Libera-
tion struggles in our region over the last 30 years.

Our basic foreign policy of alignment has not changed, and was directly
responsible for our involvement in Vietnam at United States insistence.
Further, this policy is leading to an intensification of Australia as a foreign
military base and distorting thé economy, leading to.a reduction of social
services and living standards, while at the same time giving rise to an increase
in defence expenditure.

The Foreign Policy statement by Prime Minister Fraser in Parliament on
June 1, 1976, attempts to justify the expenditure of $12,000 million on de-
fence, white savagely cutting back on all other areas of Government spending
by alleging a “Soviet threat” to our country and our region. This assumption
must be challenged. s

Current Australian foreign policy direction runs counter to the historicat
trends in our region in particular, and internationally generally. It contains
all the dangers of involving us in new Vietnam-type situations.

A fundamental re-examination of Australias Foreign, Military and Re-
sources policy. is urgently necessary. )

Aims and Objectives

The Conference for an Independent and Non-Aligned Australia aims to bring
together people who are concerned and active in numerous organizations and
campaigns in order to:

® Deepen understanding of the social, political and economic consequences
to Australia of the Australia/US Alliance.

® Examine the threat to Australian Independence by having foreign military
.bases on our soil.

Examine the influence of Multinational Corpozations on Australian
Foreign Policy and Economy.

Anaiyse the consequences of being & member of militery bloes,

e.q. ANZUS.

# Examine the means by which we can approach the problems of giving
substance to our aspirations for greater independence, including the
aspirations of black Australians for self-determination.

# Evaluate the role and nature of non-aligned nations in internationa
affairs, and in particular a non-aligned Australia.

e Consider a non-aligned Australian contribution to the struggle for a new

international economic order.

# Find common ground for acticn by the participating individuals and
organizations.

The Conference has as one of its objectives that Australia should make 2
positive contribution to international peace, disarmament and social progress.

Conference Structure

Will consist of plenary sessions and workshop discussions.




