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HUCLEAR-FREE ZOWES IN THE PACIFIC AND THE WORLD

A NUCLEAR-FREE SOUTHERN HEWISPHERE

Zver since Nr, Calwell, the Leader of the Oppositlon, put forward
his proposal for a muclear-free zone in the Southern Hemisphere, dis-

cussion has raged up and down the nation,

lir, Calwell called on the .ustralian Government to take the
initlative in seeking an extension of the nuclear-free zone created by
the antarctic Treaty to cover the Southern Hemisphere and ultimately
the world. He urged that all the antarctic Treaty nations and all the
nations bordering the Pacific, including China, come together at a
conference to ensure that nuclear weapons do not enter the Southern

Hemisphere,

Mr, Calwell recalled that the intarctic Treaty, signed by twelve
countrios and ratificd by Australia in Octobor, 1960, guaranteed the
It

peaceful development of a large, if isolated region in the world,
had met with the approval by both sides of the House in the Federal

7 Parliament

' The Government rejected the Labour Party proposal, but the people
welcomed it. Last year the Psace Movement of Australia launched a
National Petition and received within a few weeks a 205,000 endorsement

" of the idea-of a nuclear-free zone in the Southern Hemisphere,

WHAT IS A NUCLEAR-FREE ZONE?

4 nuclear-free gone is an area where nuclear weapons will be
“banned. The stockpiling, use, testing and manufacture of these weapons

will be prohibited.
DOES IT IMPLY THAT AUSTRALIA UNILATERALLY DISARMS?

No, The proposal is that &ll nations in the Southern Hemisphere
should meet at the conference table and decide together to create a
nuclear-free gzone. 4n agreement would be signed and all nations would

. prowise to s tand together to prevent the entry of nuclear weapons into

the region,

‘ Should such an agreement be signed it would lessen international
tension and it would keep nuclear weapons and nuclear teste out of an
area inhabited by more than 300 million people,
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wouLD _IT LEAVEIﬁUSTRALIA DEVENCELESS?T

ATTITGDE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

henlylnp to the Parliamentary Oppesition, Mr. Menzies said ...
"When the Minister for External Affalrs announced recently that he was not
prepared to glVe a pernanent undertalking that Australla would not have
nuclear woapons on her soil, he wae criticised by some pesople., Have we
reached tho very ecstacy of cuicide in Australia? Are we prepared to
gay Come war, coro peace or any circumstances, no one shall bring a
miclear weaponﬁon our 5011 or discharge it nere? !l - Nigzeh 16,5.63.

LET US EXnmIVW THIb .

The Australzan Government was asked by the United Nations General
Secretary, along with all {tho non-.nuclear powers, to give a pledge not
to test, stockpile, manufacture or acquiro nuclear weapons on its soil.
Twenty—ono governments, including the then Government of Canada, gave
this undertaking to the U.I. Generzl Secretary, but australia refused to
do so, This action of the Govermnment of Australia was criticlsed by the
Australian LaDouﬂ Party, by the Peace Movement and by nany prominent
citigzons, -

The Prime Minister asks "havo we reached the very ecstacy of
suicigdet", moaning that not to have nuclear weapons in Ausiralia would
be suicide, . Modgt .wmstralians who want poace, rngtly think that it could
be suicide to have the nucleer weapons here,

In thc‘QVEnt of ruclear war any country used as a base for nuclear
weapons would'inevitably become a mucloar target.

EFFECT QN OUR.NEIGHIOURS
But ioeéfthe danger only begin if nuclear war breaks out?

Let us looh a} .the guostion more closely. Theacquiring of nuclear
weapens by - Austra11a could onﬁv cause tonsion between us and our Asian
neighbours.,

They would seé these weapons as a threat to their very existence.
They might be prompted by cur action to acquire nuclear weapons for
thenselves,. “We might find we had triggered off 2 huclear arms race in
our own region of the world.

It 19 generally agreed that it is a national n009531ty for Anstralia
to cultivate rutual trust and friendship with the peoples of Asla
amongst whon WO live.

Would tha poss session of nuclear woapons on our part not pre;udice
such relations of trust and friendship? Would thoy not be bound to cause
fear and hospility? Purther ~— who would own such weapons? dustralia
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would not be mamifactureing them in the foresecable future,

On prescnt ovidonce, if muclear weapons are stationed on our soil
they would be owned and controlled by one of the present nuclear
powers. alnost cortaianly the Unitod States of America,

What effcct would this have on our national independence?

There is ancther question which we will doal with in a later
rudblication, i,e, the establishrent of a U,S5, Naval Radio Corrmni-
cations Basc at II,W. Cape to direct U,S, Polaris submarines in the
Wostern Pacific and Indian Oceans,

711l this not anocuni, in effect, *2 the s-rme thing as having
missile launching sites and nuclear weapons on car own s0ilf

THE ATTITUDE OF CHINA

—

Sir Garfield Barwick argucs that we stand in danger of aggression
from China, He said, when cpeaking to the Now Zealand Institute of
International Affairs ("Age" 30th May, 1953):

"We in the Pacific must face up to the question of what will be the
1izzit of Chinese ainms and fmbitions and how soon shoe will be strong
enough to cenforce those armbitions, How scon will sho, in fact becone a
nucluar power ..

It was China, however, vwao in 1950 proposed a nuclear-free zone to
cover the wheole Pacific area, China has since repoated this proposal.

in 1960 Prerier (nou En-Tei speaking at the Swiss National Day
Reception szid: ... We advocate that the countries in Asia and
around the Facific,; Iacluding the U.S,, conclude a peace pact cof rmtual
ron~aggrension and nake this whole reglon & nuclear weapon free area ... N

Should it nob be the aim of 211 Australians who desire the peace
and securicy of their country and region tc scize upon this offer as
an opening of tho door to negotiations?

THE ATTITUDE OF OTHER NATIONS

Mr. Khrushchov on behalf of the Soviet Govermment in supporting
tho Chinese propesal said:- "It is possible and necessary to create
8 Peace Zore and, in the firs! instance, & zone free of nuclear weapons
in the Far Eest and throughout the Pacific region.”

This proposal was irmediately supported by the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. -by Prince Sihanouk of Cambodia angd




