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" This brochrure,' “Lab

both organisations..

- The brochure, of course, is not the last

~word onthe all.important subject of war.

Admittedly, much more remains to be said, -
but it is claimed by the Labor Anti-War'

Committee that sufficient ‘has been said to

make the position of organised Labor clear, -

It is opposed to war and will take no part in

- it, except in case it became necessary to de-

fend Australia within her own -shores.

S

's .Case Against .|
War,” has been-issued by, the Labor Anti. .
|- War “Committee, representing the _Mel-’
. bourne Trades Hall Cotincil and the Aus.
tralian Labor Party..” It includes the policy
-against war which has besn adopted by

I
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| Princiblés and' Policy Explla'ined

LABOR AND WAR : _

In policy and in practice the Australian Labor Move-
‘ment is opposed to War. Labor is anti-militarist
opposes the wastage and threats of continued armaments,
- constantly strives for Peace, and consistently proclaims
for the application of science to the social betterment of

- the entire people, as against the application of science to

purposes of death and destruction in the inferests of an
exploiting minority of capitalists. -
Herein the Labor Movement demonstrates to all
humane and reasoning people that it is based on right prin-
clples, that its ethic is that of real civilisation and true
Christianity, and that in the aitaihment of its ideals lies
the only guarantee against war, and the only hope of
security and progress for the great masses of the people.
.. It i8 a damning indictment of the existing social
systém that only 20 years after the outbreak of the most
catastrophic war in history, the Australian Labor Move-
ment once again is compelled to call upon the Australian
people to prevent a recurrence, on an infinitely more ter-

- rible scale, of the great tragedy of 1914-1918.

~REMEMBER THE LAST WAR

. Lessons of the World War of 1914-18, written In" the
blood and tears of millions, are still fresh in the minds of . -

Australians. We have learned, in general suffering and
national Joss, the bitter meaning of war, its sordid realities,

~its calamitous - results. When - Capitalism embroiled
Australia in the last war, no artifice was spared to convince
the Australian people that tiie war was a war in defence
of all that is noblest in man, a war in defence of civilisation
itself. Yet to-day, although the last ‘war is cynically
admitted by the very people who provoked it to have been
a sordid slaughter for profitable markets, we are told that
we must prepare for even greater slaughter to come,

- ... In flesh.and blood Australia paid for the last war with

60,000 slain, 82,000 wounded, and 87,000 sick and injured
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and the human wreckage of the last war is still filling our -
hospitals before they make the final sacrifice. ‘Each year -

brings a decrease in the army of sheil-torn, gas-tortured

. men, whose epic heroism on Gallipoli and in Flanders

inspired the world 20 years ago, and who to-day are driven - .
- nations,

to destitution and death by callous Governments.

LABOR DEFEATED CONSCRIPTION

This terrible toll of human life may well have been . © §

trebled if the Australian Labor Movement had not

asserted its authority and power on behalf of the Aus-
tralian people, and prevented the wholesale conscription of

our manhood by the British and Australian capitalists. It

was Organised Labor then which fought fearlessly against -
the merciless tyranny of wealth and power which sought -

to drive Australia’s manhood into a nameless grave,

It is Organised Labor to-day which calls upon fhe'
people to rally in their thousands to the cause of Labor, to S S
use their united might to prevent a catastrophe which. g

threatens to engulf civilisation itself in a welter of blood
and ruin. - : .

“STOP THE NEXT WAR"
In the next war everywhere will be “The Front.”

It will no longer be the -armed forces who will 'kill

and be killed.

~Two further decades of invention have placed at the
murderous disposal of the Capitalists and the Fascists a
diabolical machinery of warfare, which we are informed

will be used against civil populations without discrimina-

* tion. The hub of this machinery, which is international - -
in its ramifications, is the Imperial Chemical Industries, a2 -§ =
gigantic £76 millions combine, founded and controlled by 7
‘British capital, and closely connected with the greatest
armaments firms in the world. The chemical warfare of =~
the future will mean that aeroplanes will rain explosives i
and incendiary bombs, lethal gases: and disease germs . . -
down upon defenceless cities, and millions of men, women e 2
gnd children will perish agonisingly beneath the hail of -
eath. ' s C BEE R BaE
It Is against this frightful carnage that Organised - ..
- . Labor raises its powerful voice. . i
* social system which conceives such borrors‘that Organfsed .~} .
Labor opposes its entire strength, and pledges Itgelf to - =F.
work for the abolition of Capitalism and war. It is to this RN
. great cause that the Victorian Labor and Trade Union
. Movement calls the .people of Australia ‘and makes the
- following Declaration against Wari— . | .o

It is against the present

Ea War and Fascism: ]
- agalnst War and Fascism, upon which every section of the .
~ ~community may unite and stand solidly, shoulder to shoul-

LABOR'S DECLARATION AGAINST WAR
“The Political and Industrial Labor Movement of
Victoria views with grave concern the imminence of

~.another capitalist war, as the inevitable outcome 'of—(_l)
- The struggle for markets amongst competing capitalist

(2) The development of nationalist economy.
and Fascism, which indicates both the economic drive.
towards war and a tremendous increage in the power of -
the Governments based on military dictatorships to make

‘war;.and (3) International hostility engendered by the

failure of the capitalist system and the success of a -

~‘socialistically planned economy in the U.S.S.R.

“The Labor Movement views with alarm the failure of
the League of Nations to maintain world peace, and the
failure of the Disarmament Conference to prevent world -
re-armaments, Labor condemns in particular the expen-
diture in war preparations of millions of pounds by the
present Federal Government of Australia, while refusing
to relieve the terrible distress and impoverishment of

'~ thousands of our unemployed workers.

“We declare that the imminence of another world wat is

: . directly attributable to the private monopoly ownership of -
‘the means of production and the struggle for profits. Such

being the case, capitalist wars, which are fought to decide

-~ 'which nations or groups of -capitalists shall exploit the .
= greatest number of workers, CAN ONLY BE ENDED BY -
. THE  COMPLETE ABOLITION OF THE CAPITALIST
. SYSTEM, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COM-
o MON OWNERSHIP OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION. -

- Pending ‘'such. change, the extent to which Governments

- may prepare for and engage in war is determined directly

. by the will and power of Organised Labor and the people
- as a whole to maintain peace.”

' LABOR’S PLATFORM AGAINST WAR

" Labor has not limited itself to a Declaration against
It has laid down a definite platform

der, in the cause of Peace and Progress. Labor’s platform

- Is directed against capitalist wars ‘throughout the world;
-t therefore the first section of it is international in character

--and deals with Labor’s proposals for effective Australian

“opposition to all such wars. - Labor’s international policy -
o' . states that propaganda against war shall stress the fol-
[ lowing vital points:—. - = 7 . - -

" “(1):The economic cause of war and the fact that fts -

'eﬁectual-:ab(’ﬂit_io_n canonly be achievgd .-by--'the--esta_tiljsl_;é
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RECOGNISES THAT ALL PAST IMPERIALIST WARS
 HAVE BEEN EXCUSED AS WARS OF:DEFENCE, AND
~ DECLARES THAT IN NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL PRO-
- VISION BE- MADE BY AUSTRALIA FOR MILITARY
ACTION OUTSIDE AUSTRAL!IA OR FOR CO-OPERA-
. TION OF ANY KIND IN ANY OVERSEAS WAR. This

taent of Sociaflsm or the commion oWwhership of the

frent of Sodalis ership of the means

| “(2) The military significance of Fasecism, which over-
throws Parliamentary control by force, facilitates capitalist
wars and provokes civil war, o :

Ly

“{3) Opposition to war which threatens the national
1 {0 wa onal ..
right of self-determination'and Socialism in any country. -

. “(4) The severance of political relations with nations

engaged in capitalist war, and an embargo on the import. -

or export of war materials to and from Australia.

“(5) The promotion of fraternal relationshi
D s with
any country which stands as a force for worl peaI?ce.

“(6) Industrial support of the Australian workers for
; ers for
:\Irl:r yorkers of any nation who are resisting capitalist

AGAINST IMPERIALISM

wn o~ It will De seen that Labor stands uncompromisingly

3 the TEhTs of munorites, Tor the inde endence of small
fand weak “Tationalifies, and_ againgt ruthless ox -
Labor regards

tion by the great and powerful nations.-

with horror the barbarous military  suppression of the. -

Chinese people, by the British, American, BEuropean, and

Japanese capitalists, and asserts the rizht: :

Chinese people to work out their own destiny%ntthgii' 0313 =
way. The Labor Movement similarly is opposed to the
ruth_]esg military suppression of the Indian people by British -
Capxtah'sm, a_nd declares its sympathy with the Indian-
people in their struggle for the right to govern their own . -

country, Labor declares its sympathy with the Irish -

nation in its long struggle for independence and freedom,

and with those South American peoples who k
{ uth are to- :
‘ pemg suppressed and exploited by the capitalist oligargg-'
in control of the U.S.A. Labor’s national policy against -

war therefore asserts uncompromisingly the right of the

Australian people to decide their own desti o
- : in stiny, free from. - =
the military suppression or political domination of any . -

Imperialist Power, and the right of the Au i '
T, t , : ustralian people’
to refuse to participate in another war for. profits, sfchpag‘

the last war. Labor calls upon the Australian people to - -

support whole—hea_rtedly the following policy:—

" AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE '

“The adequate deferice of Australia is affir " -

) ] med in its -
obvious meaning.that the defence of Australia nllléa;:-
attack ‘upon. -Australia.' . LABOR -

rosistance to. actual
; e ‘ ' 0

ey .

policy of defence is not to be advocated without directing
the people’s attention'to the fact .that if such defence

- became necessary, it would be the defence of an oppressed

nationality against predatory Imperialism, and would be
an historic step in the fight for Socialism both in this -

‘country and in that of the oppressor nation.

| ARMAMENTS
“(a) Cancellation of war debts. ~ (b) Private.produc-

tion of armaments to be abolished; and (c) Progressive

disarmaments as the soclal liberation of the Australian

- workers may d_iptat,_é}. ’

MILITARY TRAINING _
“(a). Opposition to:compulsory military training or

conscription. ,(b) Opposition to the formation of all
" extra-State forces, having for their object the denial of the
.. democratic rights of the people as at present constituted; .
" -'and (c¢) No utilisation of, no interference by, military forces . ..
-in industrial disputes. ‘ .

../ "REPRESSIVE LEGISLATION
“Opposition to all repressive legislation such as the

. “.Crimes Act, Disloyal Organisations Bill, and similar Acts, ..~

calculated to strengthen the power of Governments« to

- engage in ‘military preparations and. war, by depriving the

people of their democratic rights.”

, " INDUSTRIAL ACTION LB FONCTrONS

. “To urge on all workers the necessity of refusing (a)

§ To produce goods to be utilised in the event of a capitalist

war being declared. (b) To transport such goods in the

{ event of capitalist war being declared; and (¢) To urge

on the people the necessity for fighting by every means in

§ their power for thé removal of any Government engaged in

capitalist war.” . -

CAPITALISM-PREPARES FOR WAR -

LY ~ Tn placing the foregoing platform against war before - ..
"7 the Australian”people, the ideals and principles. 6f Labor =~

.+ stand vindicated by two decades of bloodshed and poverty .=~ -
. unparalleled in world history, and the policy’ of Labor -

[




" to- a Constructive “Peace;

~ solidly against - war:

intensive educational campalgn,.
struggle . 8

o stahds forth to-day as the only policy by which the people .
- may.hope to prevent.a Destructwe War, and press forward:

nd destruction.
- Already Capitalism has reached the stage where mil-

" jions of tons of food are destroyed ‘annually, because it~
cannot be sold at a profit, although millions of- people
throughout the world are suffering starvation axid want._-- S
' It is but another step to the destruction of millions of

“human lives,

in . order - that financiers may find a
profitable investment for their wealth.. Thirteen millions
of men perished in the last war, and 16 - millions were
wounded, of whom 5% millions were 1ncapa01tated for life,

This ghastly roll call of" death and.disease has been.
regularly increased during the past two decades. by the
“small” warg which have been conducted by Imperialist
nations throughout the world,:until: we stand once again
on the threshold of a carnage which threatens to destroy
civilisation itself and throw humanity back into barbarism.

All the natlons combined—some 60 odd—now-. spend -
Of this sum, the :

yearly £1,500,000,000 on armaments. .
British Empire alone sgpends some _'£200 000,000 a year.
Australia, which has already paid in money £794 000,000

for the last war, is now being drawn closer into the plans

of British Capitalism for the next war,
- Millions are being devoted by the Nationalist Govern-

the manufacture of armg and. mumtlons on a scale never::

“before equalled in time of peace.

:;SIE' éaneously
 Nationglie

fthe statute books which- will make it a crime for any
" person to oppose the implication of Austiaha ‘in the great
R massacre which looms ever nearer.

with . these preparations' the
G‘bvérnments are placing Fascist legls]atlon on

. LABORS CALL TO. ACTION . .. .J

It is to meet this grave situation, then that the Labor
‘Movement calls upon the people of Austraha to unite
For the accomplishment of this
great - purpose - the Vietorian TLabor ‘Movement has
organised a .Labor Anti-War Gommlttee, to engage in an

' The capitalist social system . -
- has outlived its usefulness and can -no .longer. continue.
- without the aid of IMasecist hrutahty “and wholesale death

and - to  organise -the .-

~ments to the complete reorganisation of the Australian . o
qailitary apparatus, the reorganisation of the air foree, and -

R e

DN o tier ettt

. WAarT, ‘and to solicit financial aid from all organigations con- .

. means of mass meetings,- illustrated lectures, radio, press :

" tributions. -

. their dearest ties and associations, and in the sacred name

‘the great mass of the people in defence of International

The Labor Anti—War Committee ha.s been empowered
to secure the active assistance of unions, A.L.P, branches,
and other representative organisations concerned, for the
purpose of appointing hounorary representatives in shops, *
factories, municipzalities, and Parliament, who shall ass1st
in a State-wide campaign against war. ‘

The Labor Anti-War Committee has been empowered
to solicit the co- operation of the Labor Movement in other’
States for the promotion of national organisation agamst

cerned for the prosecution of its activities, :
The campaign against war will be conducted by

propaganda pamphlets, and Parliament.

ORGANISE TO END WAR

_As the lives, libertles and security of all citizens are
vitally eoneerned all men. and women opposed to war -
and F‘asc:sm———and these constitute an undoubted majority ..
—are urged to assist the Labor Anti-War Commitiee by
every means in their power,

Money -is needed for propaganda purposes Those
who do not feel themselves quahﬁed or who for other-
reasons cannot take an active part in thiz most commend- -
able of all public movements, can assist by financial con-
No civic duty is of greater urgency; no better .
form of insurance exists. To women particularly the'.
movement appeals. They are called upon, for the sake of

of motherhood, to enter a struggle that is already being
strengthened and encouraged by their support all over the
world. Youth—the prmmpal sufferer in the last terrible
conflict—ig urged tc give the Labor Antl-War Commlttee :
its best energieg, its loyal assistance. :

Labor representatxves in Parliament, and the Pohtical
and Industrial Labor Movement as g whole must engage:
immediately in the active struggle against war, and unite

Peace, ag an md1spensab1e step towards the social secumty
and progress which is Labors great objective,
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] Why YOU'-Should
i“ ]om a Branch of _the Austrahan

.
& - > .

1” " o, il

1 - The Australian Labor Party (ALP) is the Workers

'recognised Political Organisation . ‘.

. 2. " It is the only Party with a deﬁmte pohtlcal programme
demgned to‘ pmtect the; people irom exploxtation,

5.
Control “of tﬁ ‘Pohtical 'Machme by" “thé- ‘eneémy of
Labor -has meant the eruel oppression of the masses
for centuries. - =~ - - o
Bitter experience has con’fm‘cad' thmi;ers-‘ ‘the!
. Mbvement -thaty if economic freedom iz to bhe won,
~ Political action is as essentral -as Industrial-action. . ]

L . Political Organisation is “»fherefore necesgary, and -
y . - everyone should take part m ‘the good work

BN " §."A worker who refuses to Joi 'a Union yet accepts the

. : ° benefits #t wins, is despised.: Is it not equally unfair - 1
*  to participate .in the advantages that . come from
R © . ., Political activities w1thou§? »asslstmg the Politieal
I Organ‘lsaticinf. “E : /

. AII then, shguld share the.]
&g well a8 the beneﬁts

o 3. Every member ’llas ‘a vo‘h‘;e.m' traming ﬂze policy and “J )

N .

-]

[ -

e

=]

NI determmmg who shall represent Labor in all govern-

often hinder.

- 10, Fellow-workers, it you 'would be real genuine Laborites,
E o link up with your mates- pohtical!y and mdustrlally ’ o

NO . ' :

#|[~ Membershxp Subscnptlon Male Ticket, 2/~
Women_and }uvemles Tlcket 1.- per annum

{'l Become a Member of the Local Branch
1

"D L. McNAM RA
™ General S"cretary,




