Men and Women of _Auétfa!ia,— -

_ - Our country is on the eve of an election which promise’é to be ﬁief_ﬁiés’ stiibbo
of Australian politics. =~ = ' T e

_ "~ You have read the manifestoes of the Fusionisf and. L'a"bor 'p:ijftics;fas welt
-doubt you have been struck by the similarity -of claims; and professigng: firs
" to be'a genuinely National Party, and to have. subordinated all ¢
o, It'is clear that.the clection will be made to turn ypori
s rightly or wrongly ‘suspected of covertly aiming at a revarsal -of
--Australian Labor Party will lock for its main source of strengtht

POLITICAL SITUATION UNSATISFACTO]

For a long time the political situation in Australia has been not. mierély unsatis
of view, but profoundly discreditable and humiliating from a moral poiut ‘of view. “Th
-Aaccusations and insinuations against prominent members of hoth parties, The result has been
political parties, and to create an atmosphere of cynical suspicion with regard to political”i
ing our national life. The public decency, which we are vitally concerned to protect, has ‘been. outraged #limo
One glaring instance must suffice. Since the Referendum was taken all sorts of rumors have been
the soldiers’ vote. Our Prime Alinister stated in the Ilouse that the figures were being withheld it t
Imperial Government. But in the Imperial Parliament Mr. Walter Long gave precisély
their non-publication in England, namely, the wish of the Commonwealth authorities. '
licting statemients have been made, one by the Prime Minister, the other by Mr. Higgs,,
Referendum was Mr. Hughes' colleague. "It is humiliating and degrading to the people-
should so long have been kept entirely in the dark about this matter, and that even
between the flatly contradictory statements of two of their foremost pub ¢ amen. - In:
fact should come to the people from sources which are above the suspicion of Tyin
be given to us formally through the proper official source; wot tarcily doled - out
electioneering harangues. This matter of the.soldiers’ vote is -only: one .of many
the rights of the community are being fouted, and its self-respect destroyed

™

A PEACE POLICY IMPERATIVE,

The. Australian Peace Alliance is not a partisan-body. - Its, objectis indicated
s the organisation of the forces which make for interpational peace. - Both politic
with that growing public opinion which the Alliance voices. A party which
sense of consulting the real desires of the people, must now he-more thar -merely
It must have a peice policv. - For the real issue at the present ‘time 'is ‘between 'a poli
indefinite prolongation of the present war, followed by a trade “war after the -war,
policy, aiming first at the ending of the war at the first possible. momnent by -the rational
open negotiation, and, secondly, at laying the foundations of permanent peace in mutual 't

o THE PEOPLE WANT PEACE. - = |
The outstanding fact is that neither political party. voices the true feeling of fhé_'m
For in spite of the warlike phrases which are coined in our newspaper offices,” the suprei
of our people is for an immediate peace. They are not secking for. victory,efor
modern warfare have no sweets, but arc as dearly bought by the victors as by th

[




short. of'-yi,t::'t_ory"’f"xi__ft;;hla'bé ‘an“#ct of treachery to the dead and 4
‘sophistry spoken.” We aré to placate the spirits of the dead by po

“We are to fulfil an obligation to posterity by begueathing to them  for cont
: tred, and revenge, :and.for their individual :portio
e in th XS o

h

7 The war is no longer, if it ever was, a people’s war, It is a- :

war, a traders’ war—but not a ‘people’s war. . Let ds niot bé_ deceivéd ‘by: newspaper ph
the soul of any of the belligereitt peoples.  The war has no longer. behind it the ‘will:
They- are all awaiting—and none more earnestly than thé men who are fighting—the
people who shall have the courage to speak ‘the word Peace.” ‘When a few weéks ago. th
of ““ peace without victory * his utterance was welcomed by every democracy in:the :wo
‘than among the men who are being kept at their task of slaughter: by anti-democratic
who is not deceived by meaningless phrases that there can be no'such thing as
‘belligerents  will have to negotiate, Neither side can gain any.real advantage: by prolongin
accumulating the burden oi debt. Both sides know this perfectly well, b
to admit it. . : T

e - AUSTRALIA’S OPPORTUN
Here is Kustralia’s opportunity. This is_ the great.and noble part: w
in this crisis in the history of civilisation. Let us"not belie
Northcliffe press, or to have our policy dictated to us By.the réactionar
even to follow tardily the great awakening of the peoples ~which is at hard=—at
of bloodshed into the world of international brotherhood. The war must no
people, In every country there are cleat signs that the intérvention is at“haf
from Russia or Germany?~ Or will she herself fuifil her destiny and give ‘the lead? Wh
comes to be written, our Australian soldiers will have won their place in the story...Bu
awaits the nation that shall be remembered as the first to point the way to peace.’ ]

in our lead, if we have the courage to give the signal. . , :

' AUSTRALIA FOR PEACE.

We therefore urge upon the electors of Australia the duty of not allowing the ‘coming &l
degenerate intd a mere orgy of vituperation, The people of Australia must not
from their duty to the world. As a nation, we are now called upon to stand for:pri
the region of party politics. The world in which we are called upon to.play a par
not in conscription or anti-conscription, but in peace. Let the election beran
Australia to declare to_their political leaders, and to the world, that they .a
claims of contending parties, and still less with intrigues and petty recrimina
their responsibility to the world. The one service which Australian democrac
the world is to raise its voice for an immediate and lasting péace; .based” ip
fraternity. Every true democrat, every man or woman who has pondered upo
play in the fellowship of nations, knows that this, and not a ' win-the-war
Australia’s destiny. RN :




