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-4’ pltéous’ spectpcle;
e . mamtam ‘the” Wer'ers standard of hvxng'durifw the
. : _war years, a” period comparatwely tavorable for winning economie g
?ﬁ D cencessions, ﬂs utter collapse was to be expected when faced with S
Y the economre offensive which present conditions enable the employers :
: i to take .~ -That Unjonism as a fighting arm of the proletariat is at
presént in a sfate of. complete breakdown nobody acquainted with its
" - recent nRmerows - compromme;;, defqpts and retreats will deny. It is
- “true that’ the Unfons.still, exist, ngxmerically ag strong as ever, each
‘bent an- pursumg, ts .oWR course, ir_respective of the ‘needs and require--
. l"'ents ol the . industrial movement as a Whole, hoping against hope
the ._it may somehow or other persua.de the Arbitration Cotrt of-the
"‘reasonableness" of ite case as compared with that of the smployers,
'but for all praetmal purposes the! s%-ealled organised - Labor movement .
rat tlie present moment lies prostfate at the feet of the employmg : .
clﬂss. o :

CerpnoThe Judges ot the Arbxtmtion Tribunals are not slow in ta.king =
wadvantage of ‘thif helplessness! ir “reddingss to-dthidy oo "*%““*—M-m-i'
ments  of industry"——in other Wwoids, the meintenance’ ot' {proﬂt.s' it o
“the ggeve‘l of the war period——and their refusal to listen to any appeal

for ‘the a.melioration of the workers® conditions, are not . much

evidence of, the “trne function of the institutions over which ’r.he},r pre-

‘side, as. their arrogance and contémpt for the workers when making ' ;
their uracular pronouncements S _ .

Far from engendermg a spirit of rebellion, this ‘studied lnsolence ;

weuld .appear te make_ eraft union officialdom even more servile-in

its atfitude. Whenever ‘a eponta.nmus revelt occurs amongst the rank

~and. ﬂle, frantic sppeals are made ,hy these officials for the observa.nce

of awards,. -and dismal pictures are drawn of the resulis which may

"~ follow in the- traH of this or that fenctionary's displeasure. In penods
of. indusatrial” actlvity, when a rige in wages must - necessanly foﬂow 5. o ,
- -reduced competition in the labor. market, these sntry point o= the I
:Arbijration Couri.as an umd:ltutu%;1 $pecially ordai ed 1o improv‘e “the '

RV

~ worﬁera’ dkrd of Ife, whendns a maiter of. ract it "acty as @ o
drag, by ﬂie utmsation of awards.and agreements, on the upper trend o
“of Wwages Aue- to economic conditions temporarily favorable. On the '
othex' hand, -when those. condition® have changed, when unemploynient - -
is rlfe,,and the employers open the attack, taking advantage of Labor’s
“fAith in-Arbittation Courtﬁ" “Craft Unionism through its. ofiicialy
i ‘e’ﬁjectwns to’ any suggestion: of concertdd aetion, ‘anﬁ
e'fmions to be defeated one by one in iragic suceessmn - Thus
'perpetuany ground between the upper and Thether mill- ,
} ardly and vacildsting, policy of"Cratt ‘Union leaders- mem i
_:.eeonomie pressu?g, and its; ntter inability to advance
éc‘k, even when cireums&ances ‘are mest tavorable '




_notoriously ~the Melbourne

shallowness and smsiucerity of ,'hese new- conver£s~ [
Industrlal Unionism Thﬂ ﬂles _of -the 'Capitalist
" ‘so-called Labor Prass of" Australia for the pastn G
the rgbid fand ;'elentleSS hatred wjth which Industrfal Union
gandaﬁ’ts keve been pursued by ‘these geli-same geniry; whoﬂ‘now' pec;_
us to believe in their miraculous conversion.  The adoption of the
O.B.U. Pr&amble was merely an attempt to throw dust in the eyes
y of the mlhtant element in the industrial movement by appearing to-
subseribe “to revolutwnary prineiples, while in reality “determined to
pursue the same old path—a path whose tortuous course is a.Iready
strewn with milestones marking the butchery and hetrayal of the
workmg class of Austfalia

T

It wag recentl;r remarked by the President pf the Third
national that the fate..of the Capitalist regime depends on, the at
of the industrially organised- workers and the- suceess or.. otherw
of the influence exercised by their reactionary !eaders )
the truth of this dictum be better perceived than in Austraha a
nowhera-is there more need for a movement which shau explu
devote -itg attentmn to the infusing of a mew spirif. of*aggress
apd nﬁlitancy inta the exxsting orgamsauons as. ,well as “Ag 1vely.

: which thl; programme, enﬁb‘
wprld"s proletarxa.t, 1s transiated
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