i Perhéps 1t-1s-not ot c

committee 1un

:nabled. the. Trades Hall to get their full-page ‘advertisement inserted just
Iagfoiie_pc'illingj,day. - Similar advertisements were- refused by .the “Age.”
[4'1__{’6l,p,th_clj‘_-_alit_i_-_conscri’ptionist bodies, . we, had difficulty in- getting halls for
yublic meetings. f
inid permission to hald a religious service in one-of the théatres was refused
iy thé Chief Clerk. , S e e
_ " The committee_wishes to express its appreciation of the whole-hearted
support which .it received from members and sympathisers, who so freely
jave money, time, and energy to the cause. It has been suggested that the
sommittee shotld become a permanent part of the Fellowship, and devote
tself to-propaganda work in connection wwith other urgent public matters,
vhile keeping clear of party politics. If this suggestion is adopted, we hope
0 have the continued help of those who have suppprted us so far, and to
mlist other sympathisers in this branch of the Fellowship’s work.
Ll W. F. ALLEN, ‘ ,
Hon, Secretary Anti-Conseription Committee,
Free Religious Fellowship.

' FELLOWSHIP NOTES.

'

.. - .At'the first meeting of the Fellowship held in the New Year, reference
rasimade to-the death of Mr. W. Forster, and a motion of condolence with
Ars.: Forster and her family was passed. Mr. Forster was one of the
riginal. members of the Fellowship, and, until prevented by failing health,

ne: of our most regular and devoted members. He leaves behind him a

racious .and honoured memory, - _ o

- After some delay, Mr. R. H. Long’s volume of verses has appeared.
‘opies may be obtained from Mr. G. Byrne, from Cole’s Book Arcade, and
wndrade’s (Melbourne), or from the publisher, Mr. H. Stone, 7 Flinders-
tregt, Adelaide. The price is one shilling. o o
~vIhe . quarterly business meeting of the Fellowship will he ‘held on

aturday evering, February 9. The chief business- will be that held over -

‘om the Novembher meeting, viz., the election of officers for 1918, and ‘the’
iscussion of Mr. Brock’s motion-that the name of the Fellowship be changed:
» “Free Christian Fellowship.” ) ' T

- Week-night meetings of the Fellowship will be resumed in February.’
urther'notice of these meetings will appear in next month’s Fellowship.”

8

nee L : , of place to-mention heére

at,mm’connection’ with. the campaign, one of our ‘members was convicted on
a rge of * offensive behaviour ! ~'We are not ashamed. of him,. and the .

animously agreed to assume fifancidl responsibility for his case:” - : R

7 Our advertisements in’ the “Herald?”. were  the-first. of their kind. to- RN d1911 -

appear.in_the daily papers, and were the thin end. of the wedge” swhich.. Adoptet 111, S e e e

Rabled the Trader HaT s n end of g " Members of the Fellowship are not asked to give assent.to any ha

" and-fast’doctrinal statement. The attempt to imprison: the: truth. of religion: .

- in rigid form is not only futile, but harmiul.. The following" statemenf is -

The Auditoriuh and the Athenzuin ‘were refused ‘to. us; -

“all ‘other human interests, is social, and requires for its realisation the give :{'
~and take of common life. The Free Religious. Fellowship, by uniting its

- with God, and the constant effort to live the spiritual life made possible:

. What It Stands F

ly Ha

therefore merely tentative. Those who read it 'are"a_sk_ed.-.h t'(;i..t_f_gmémber.:-thg"

“the ‘lefter killeth, the spirit maketh alive.”” " R R R N
The. Free Religious Fellowship stands for Freedom with _E‘e‘llo_wshxpf;q

Religion.. - = - ' TS S
% Freedom is incompatible with dogma; :.e;-,-‘_w1t_11. t‘he attempt to limit, >
by outward authority;-that spirit of inguiry, which ‘is itself a part of true; -

religion. “The only infallible guardian of truth is the spirit of truthfulness;
Life is the great sifter of doctrines, and the ultimate court of appeal. s
" Fach member of the Fellowship is therefore respofisible for the'fo.rhn_l‘s_'
of his own religious belief only. . R R
I1. “Fellowship is life; the lack of fellowship is death” Religion, like -

members in the honds of comradeship and good will, aims at strengthenmg:_;
them to meet the deeper problems of life. )
IIL. Religion is a natural and permanent human interest, arising spon- . Ey
taneously from the reaction of man’s spirit to his physical and spirituat =
environment. It can never be fully or finally expressed by any verbal state- :
ment, though every such statement may e.nshr.me some lmperlg.hable truth. )
Religion constantly seeks outward expression in acts of worship and duty, . .|
but its roots lie hidden in man’s nature. In its essence, religion may be .
described as the aspiration of the spiritual in man towards fuller communion

through that communion. It is not, therefore, a mere intellectual e}_{e?c._ls?;-._.
of emotional lukury, buic an adventure of the soul among spiritual realities;:
dopted November, 1917, .
A DPI‘he Feliowshi[; stands for the tealisation of what Jesus called the
Kingdom of God on earth—that is, for a society based on justice and
hrotherhood. Tt therefore urges upon its members the duty of faking part
in the work of combating, not only such generally recognised evils as drink,
prostitution, war, etc., but also thé more fundamental evils by which these
are directly caused or intensified, such as the treatment of labour as a com-
modity, the exaltation of the rights of property over the rights of human
beings, the monopoly by the few of the sources of wealth. ) - o
The Fellowship does not.commit its members to a detailed social policy;
but insists only on the necessity of deciding political and social questions .
in the light of religious principles and not of personal. interests or of
expediency.
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