ONALISM, AND SOME OF ITS

" .The belief that Australia will never really find her feet il she is a di
%l;(;fo?lzﬁ{qn 15 _Slg general that there may be sai)c(l'-"ﬁ':i.'belﬁ.r dfbiiiif:él'ésfhilizf?agls—
wo tona _1sélf1.h ;. e_cl)é)l_g who share in this belief hope that Australia: will sha?tré
'willi'ena)lgi'e 3 _ertq -world fetters and dévelop mational gharacteristics which
bl her 1 I0 produc¢ a national literature, a national art, and a national
- 'localy eéullga "?{1 I be Tthe result of a fusion of European cha’racteristics a.uad'
 Joca Sgcond"rntms.: fihey do not.look on Australia as a rather nondescript
;and seconc rate overflow of England and Scotland; they regard her ‘as’ tlllj
ffalia. ul 1 (ﬁérgss:fzf the whole wotld, and also of the unique. riches of Aus?
jralia herself ey hope that she will live to produce something that will
he Detter | an, or at least different from, anything the world has knowh
. cou‘ltl:ies ;;S%alla 18 the most-favoured of all lands, and the most uﬂlikeogle'
countries of turo%'if. It is the hope that she will be able. to bring forth
- somet] Ofg El'a bwj'h be .as permanent as the sculpture of Athens and th
ama of B xdza- elt an England that makes it seém worth while workine
fegarded he « edve <l)prr_1ent of an Australian nation. For while Australia Fs
spiration and alftlfléi?tt; OsfheE I:a%ll?ngévag:“dbwmﬁ Sl:e IOOliis' 2 eondln for in-
| , ) ¢t be able to produ
._:fjl}a}r{ l?;r:r;‘!ltatge_.cuitu_re, whl,(;h could not help b'eingplifelegz. al}l'yl:?‘slntig; rtm?rc
_ allan Nationalism maintains that, for Australia to achieve thécn;-g:c

she is capable of, she m i
she is ugt ultimately, when she has strength, become a

o S’l;g;r:fﬁjefta;lce of tllllis doctrine does not-imply belief in the desirabilit
o gocparation A‘gs;lraﬁae 'iSEmfll);ree.._ tc"'..[‘he present condition oi aﬂairg,
un . E3 . grow, is generall i
a8 afultzﬁx::zpqzzryt g911d1t10n, based on mutual sel%—interes{. S%tliifa(i:tt Ori};
e mwﬁa 15 looked to by Austialian Nationalists. As the
. country S%ﬂ.ndb 12 population, sctrength, wealth and virility she w
o, thio?; ’ e-(r1 own feet, to-have a chance, not merely to wait a‘hd
o it I thi ar:n c(Lin6 :tct as her own needs suggest. So all that “ Australian
i ) present 1s to propagandise and t
. i r
:atlongl sentiment and a national character which will sho 4 t;lo develOp_a
patriotic attitude and current quastions How themselves in

Many people who live in Australi y

as hicl 10 alia and whg would be ex
| I:11pe§1;1i1;(:£es ’lzisl;]ean{hfolx; the future of Australia are not Neﬂ?gflzclli:% hﬁ;:_
" anDeria st }unionya ! ink that the best possible future Australia can desire
for a uniqde Auqtplr ner in the Imperialist concern, and that all as iration
is homme A s :]a. ia is moon_s?me or poison. They feel that the I?Em i
S aoomo ‘;‘]]011]13’3,1 1-at }';ustrahas destiny -is within the Empire, and ’Fhai
Imperia]isis o L\u:VtHY]S_ he a c_qlony, looking to T.ondon as its capi’tal Man
DoSition fa tomoos raiia, as in England, realise that the present Im er‘i:ﬂ
e ~Mr ([;é)é;lry, 1anc_l fll_at tr!iere must'be a choice, as the British }.g)ri’me
miate dissolotionts g¢, has said, “between immediate concentration and ulti-

) 5 o 50 they advocate a revolution in the system by wl‘:lic-h

i .". 76

e Countries, often along lines of. close orgam Imperi

.: "che thought of Australia as a nation, and who'i

“find her place within the Empire, are influenced :b

" {hat Australia is intrinsically different from England and t

' courtesy term

frabia and the dominions and depéndencies

Butt it is probably true to say that péople in.

following considerations,~~commetcial intere ]
belief in theé Empire as a-power for good. ‘The untouc

"dthé);.‘ parts of
_the Empire.. _ : ‘ T e

- ‘Many people who' live in Australia, and whom' therefore ' we may. by .
“ Anstralians,” are led to distrust any policy of Australian "
of their conviction that the Empire works to the -

Nationalism by reason :
d .that

*financial advantage of all concerned, or, anyhow, of themselves, an
therefore Australia’s place will always be within the Empire. R
Others feel that England or Scotland -is.their real home, and that any .

) policy which aims at the ¢cultivation of a distinct Australian form of civili-

sation is in itself bad. These people look at Australia and the world in terms .-
of England. Impefialism to them means close adherence to their England, -

and Nationalism to them is something they cannot understand, These people; -

who are thus absentees from Australia in sentiment, if not in residence, have
great influence by their control of education and the press, and they teach
that the First Loyalty is to the Empire, and that England is our Home.
They become lIyrical with all kinds of cries about “ Our Debt to England.”
Thus a great many people in Australia, by instinct. or hy education, ‘are-
decidedly opposed to a policy of Australian nationalism. “To them such a
_policy is disloyal, traitorous and revolutionary, incompatible with prudence
and self-respect. ’ '
But apart from these, there are people less sentimental and less mer-
cenary who live in Australia, and who are yet scornful of a nationalist policy.
To them the world is full of devouring Empires and helpless non-Empires,,”
with the British Empire as the only exception, a great power for good. - We
are told that the Empire stands for the preservation of the invaluable ¥ British
liberty,” for the preservation of world-peace, and for the cultivation and.
civilisation of the less enlightened parts of the world. It would take tob
long to answer these idealistic Imperialists on their own ground, and ‘to
analyse the Germanic ideal of Kultur which inspires their beliefs, and to
examine the means by which the Empire would help to maintain peace while

remaining a force of potential aggression. But it is necessary to note that
these Idealistic Tmperialists shut their eyes to the facts that every addition
has been in Asia and Alfrkca, in

to the Empire during the last forty years.
places where there is a big population, and where the only advantage goes
to a small body of English capitalists. They shut their eyes to the wars *
that have been caused, or just averted, on account of petty commercial dis-

putes in out of the way parts of Asia. N o

And they do not show what particular good close and permanent par-
ticipation in the Imperial business would do Australia. Even supposing
England can do some good by her Imperialistic policy, and even supposing

7




-,.‘th__e_:Br;tish' Empire-is, unlike most other Em

Whlc%hih:féi‘:i‘ihrtl:vefl' ]T:nOpc. to understand, even if England can. :
©"do not seem partic l:V)la‘1.11_1‘11Jer1ahsts, whether selfish, sentimental or rational,
opes e particularl y cogent to ‘frighten "Australians from nationalist
s . & mation: Jsf policy. And ‘if the present system is felt to be
i fdnare for the pd Lfen_ » and a change in the direction of further individuality
; red for the future, Australian nationalists must assert -t'hem}'—r

selve i
S against all proposals to set the Empire on a firmer basis by means of -

: "'E'_mythipg- _like a federation. -
| | I SL :
) (To be conclud_ed.) IPRAIL-

THE FREE  RELIGIOUS FELLOWSHIP.

:  What It Stands For.

- M il . : - . .
fast doctrinal statement. The ey e t0 @ive assent o any hard and
B ' . o imprison the irut igion i
f(l)%;d. lic;g; ;sténgagnly fgI’Eﬁe, buthharmful. The following ;?a?engenﬂ:dilf it?lr:arten
et ve. ose i .
letter killeth, the spirit maket;qatljivreéid it are asked to remember that © the

“The Free Religi i '

Religioe. gious Fellowship stands for Freedom with Fellowship in
I. . L] . i . .

by oﬁtvfiz‘izdzrtﬁligrl'ltmomhpat]bl? with dogma; ie., with the attempt to limit

ward e OnI1 Y, f‘c lii't spirit of inquiry, which is itself a part of trite

refgion. ly infallible guardian of truth is the spirit of truthful r

fe s o (in %reabt s1f_}:erhodeoctrmes, and the ultimate court of appea;.1 ness:
) mber of the Fell ip i * i -

e oI\ivn“religious of ih onIy_OWShlp is therefore responsible for the forms of
. oth-er g;;llc;wsplp is llfe_; the }ack of fellowship is death.” Religion, like
& Other I c01r111 nalnter;:'sfts, is social, and requires for its realisatiOngthe’ ive
-members in_the boonndsloef. corzi‘la?deg}l;?e o S il o DY unitingg]its

themﬂt{o ?elf‘:t ‘the deepér problems OF lelfﬁ-d good will, aims at strengthening

. Religion'is a natural and ) i

t nat permanent human int si ;
-e?lr‘lr??;lnglfi‘:)lnItthe reaction of man’s spirit to his phyzgz;tl, :;lrll-z'lS msg'b'lzoni

envir thoulgf; evei?;nsrtlxe‘};er tb: fully or finally expressed by any verlJ::xEln;’Ical:ie1

_ i, ch statement may enshrine so 1 i .

Religion constantly seeks outward expression in actsm(ff ?&iﬁ;aﬂz f&'g:h

ty,

but its roots lie hidden i ’
t ts n i man’s nature. In it igri
. den £ n 1its essence, rel
weii;ngg% as té‘l&ﬂ?Spll‘dthﬂ of the spiritual in man towards friflliegrl(i:)mmay o
e t,h:‘? ] e constant effort to live the spiritual life made’ rggsni;fln
communion. It is not, therefore, a mere intellectual Exercisz

| of emotional luxury, but an adventure of the soul among spiritual realiti
_ fes.
. :

e Bt e . _ pires, a power for g : .
“" than a vg?:_l)’; E?J'n alil('gtze about this at present), Australia Eould nf(:)verg %(?e(-lnx(:;g"
" nade closey she we E}zﬂgmr in the business, and if the Imperial bonds were
o ( ; e expected to act in relation to peoples and countries -

" This ability to keep poise and balancg ami

 CURRENT COMMENT

" In the matter of general ideas one dii_és, not. nowadays:dook. .to. the.
academies for light, nor, it must be-added, sweetness.. ‘Professional: culture’
has come out into the market-place, and-its voice ig not distinguishable from’.

that of the rest of the mob. . The clear and impartial analysis of ideas, which +*
- should De the business of culture, is for the. montent in abeyance. "~ We find -
professors writing in the newspapers, but have long. cease

i A d ‘to be" shocked.

by the discovery that their temper and their: English are. those of “the sur- ..
rounding columns. To be sure we have in our own University. Professor -
Tucker, a scholar and a man of taste, who certainly does keep. alive the™ -
traditions of culture. When the general public was growing hysterical about
the Napoleonic gualities of Mr. Hughes, his subtle and restrained satire om

the modern Demosthenes was calculated to restore our sense of proportion.
d the ferment of ephemeral enthu-
siasms is one of the finest fruits of a classical culture. ' ‘
‘ . %* * - * * . .
Yet one is inclined to avoid reading a book by a Professor. “ Australia,”
by Professor Gregory, does not sound tempting. One can imagine how our
own illuminati would treat the subject. T hough some of them have actually .
lived in the countiry quite a number of years, there would be a strained air,
of diffidence in-their approach, combined with an honest determination to
remember that Australia was a bright jewel in the Crown of Empire, after
all.  “ The characteristic which always seems to me the chief distinction of
Australian politics,” says Professor Gregory, “is their dominant idealism.
The Australian differs perhaps most strikingly from the American or Cana-
dian by being more idealist and less romantic.” It doesn’t quite sound like
a voice from the academies! Professor Scott, studiously compiling his ‘his-
tory-books for schoolboys, would be puzzled by such penetrating bits .of
analysis, and others might even question their good taste. T have been won-
dering who Professor Gregoryis. He surely could not have got his infor-
matign from the thoughtful articles in the “Round Table.” :
* ® o * :
: “The word ‘ worsen’ has, it seems, no place in the vocabulary of
journalist,” wrote Mr. Maurice Blackburn in a recent letter to the “ Argus.”
“Tt is none the worse for that. Approved by Milton, Johnson, De Quincey,
Southey, Carlyle and Stevenson, this vigorous and simple English word need
not fear the journalist’s frown.”” One can imagine the journalist looking
up these names in one of the handy books of reference to make sure of their
respectability. The word “ worsen " tay even be accepted and take a place
among the polysyllables that lumber to the leader-writer’s aid when he sits
down to clothe his proprietor’s ideas. But it is rather light and racy for
its associates. Our newspapers are written in a confused and cumbersome
jargon that the authors Mr. Blackburn quotes would hardly understand, but
that every office-boy recognises for dignified English. ‘And .a British Prime
Minister said of a certain paper that it was written by office-boys for office-

boys.



bé n’}I‘}g_; q‘eﬁtjsﬁanes of ir}fiustrial power are the unions. The unions must
Aﬁd‘ :l (;—‘:ng ‘:r;;.&llclzg—prqoft. by absorbing all workerfs, manual and mental
d rganisation must go education—that is, th of a
knowledge of the aims, ideals ' ' m. There mauet ben
‘ . , ideals and methods of unionism. Th
more strikes for higher wa g shows tha b itas, e
| i} ‘wages. Experience shows that h stri
when apparently successfitl, cann e Tioe in rent and the cor o
vh : : , ot prevent the rise i ‘
living, which counterbalan ise in w " 2t o1 Tt o
\ ; ces every rise in wages. The aim of future stri
ount - v ages. rik
Endt';]hee Eb;ectlve of the _1nf1115tr1_al movement must be the control of indust?-S,
: t};ikes ailgnf).f t}?l\fhe-n this objective is attained, ‘there will be an end 0);
_ sand o le wage-system.  The only alte i ither
indefinite . prolongation t:)f t i i e, with its meterns
.the present industrial strif ith i .1
waste and its deepening of class ani si e enlavonns
‘ animosity, or the final ensl i
workers to private industrial de ' : etate e the
t v spots or to a bureaucratic - St
accept neither the theory of a ivisi e ihe Ao
eit permanent division of classes, nor th
er | / : : , e do
?;ffiﬁ?b?lg;nz frltgli':: gi Izrwa}:f fml]iloyers, nor yet the German dogma'ofggi
il ‘ > otate.  Let the State mind its own busin ich i
| : ¢ : t ess, wh §
politics, and let the unions mind their business, which is the man‘:g::ile;:

of industry. Only by this dem i -
- arcat ;
VEﬂl:lCICl]Cy  eithe Sghere. cation of functions can thf:re be any real

\

And- havi h i '
it'rela?i; tha}crlllng used th.e word “efficiency,” let us define it, so far as
it relat efﬁzi e 'sph’;re of mrdus‘try. Thete is a lower and a h.igiler concep-
on of f :I?élzyt.h he. lower is that o"f the private industrial despot tlie
bureat hi’l A e wrlters,.whose business it is to provide their ma’éters;
wig magt)erizlsizacy. itsTl;: pcll'ul(:isophy of this lower efficiency is mechanica‘l

' , andards of measurement itati it i

: quantitative ; 3
ﬁfgﬁfle ({chtiuémrost 1m11t_)rtan§ factor in labour, human persogallftylgu%f}fz
: conception of efficiency, on the other h ies t
_ ! and, a
?hgrlzafgﬁgtlve sta}ldard, and treats men and women as spi;ituigllEi:i;Oswogk
h h recognises that the surest guarantee of efficiency is th mterest
of the worker in his work. And the prio Test are frendom

and re s : r conditions of interest are
; sponsibility. To our academic exponents of the Prussi frecdom
ow mechanical efficiéncy, ssian gospel of a

! lec] : which defeats even its own 1
ow ] wi low end by e -
-Wagy Egt;z?e;grzggffg tia]mong the v_vorkers, we commend the mo);e :E::ltligt
oL positiof fe human rights of the worker, and, above all. his
e e s Position of a responsible agent, controlling, through his un}oné
eftcioney o Stl.ens t(;lwn Iabour:{ In other words, the way to attain reai
o peeos o st gvv}:n the unions and give them more and more status
and lespo inefﬁcii.n o atever hampers, weakens, or degrades the unions
o for. Inef Whorgr in mdgstry. We are not afraid to trust in the work-
by atregnen whon we are preparec{ to trust in the trenches. For, a
¥ said, the spirit of the unions is the spirit of the battalio’nss i
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- to the eleévated ‘position of a suburb of London.

' AUSTRALIAN ' NATIONALISM.

202" This * doctrine of Australian nationalism " -is| not- &' merely’ academic
© doncern; it s not -abo’yé.-..thé‘clouds;?j'—_,TO‘V_.s]ibscrihe,;tQ-‘__i;t,’-it_,;f:_is'— not’ necessary
~ merely to see the fallacies in Impeérialist. methods. of thinking ‘and’to picture.

an ideal selfzsufficient Australia. It'is necessary to develop a habisoflooking

'7 at present-day probléms“in the light of 2 future ideal, and to. desire to help
"Australia to -work out her natiomal destiny. .. o o Dt o

-Australia is a great jsland c_ontir'lént'-,‘:i.‘dcé_i,tp‘ied_j'*a't-"“p'réééﬁit by a few
millton’ whites who  are. not. much: differerit - fromi~ the people of  Western

o Riitope. Its gredt natural’resoutrces, its unique geographical and eConomic

characteristics, its late start, its freedom from ‘many of the -contaminations

.of Europe, seem to suggest that: Australia is one .of 'the ‘most favoured

countries. of the world. Australia is worth developing, and patrictic Aus-
tralians are intent on drawing out all the wealth and freshness that lie in
her. It is reasonable to suppose that Australia is not s0 important now as
she wil] be in-the future, and it looks as if the future may take on whatever
form we Australians set ourselves to aim at. So a theory of what we desire
Australia to become ‘is important in itself, as influencing our outlook on
all proposals for the development of Australia. I
And the issue between Nationalism and Imperialism is forced, because
of the Behaviour of militant imperialists who are not terrified by the-difficult
conditions of the time from bringing forward schemges like those of Imperial
Federation.- Federationists hope, by the establishment of an Imperial super-
Parliament, to make the relations betweén the component parts of the
Empire more logical, more democratic and more efficient. It is probably

_quite true that there would be some gain in imperial efficiency if Tmperial

Federation or less complex and revolutionary schemes were a fact, unless
the rigidity of the scheme led to the dissolution of the Empire because of
irritation,  But it is clear that the Imperial Parliament would have to
interfere with all kinds of things like the tariff and immigration policies of
Australia; Australian representation (however nominal) at this Parliament
would involve her automatically and actually in every little concern of
English capitalists in Sierra Leone or Guiana. Australia would be reduced

The present condition of affairs, however datisfactory for the- present,
cannot last for ever, and Federatignists and people like the British Prime
Minister are always stating that, if we are not satisfied with plans of
“ immediate concentration,” we must be prepared for “ ultimate dissolution.”
So. a knowledge of what we want Australia to become in the future, and a
recognition that there is another destiny possible to Australia than the :
imperialist, are the best weapors for those whose patriotic instinct and |
yhose observation makes them see the hatefulness of schemes of Imperial

Federatiop.
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' - ; 0::estimate” the ‘value’ of
esent-day proposals ‘by considering ~whit thes posals “are likely to
ontribute 1o the future Australia of the idgal. . The belief in the doctrine of

tions between Australia and the Empire.. Population is. the mds-t
pressing need for the continent ‘which hag one Jnhabitait’ to. every square

]

of race) is superior,-is irrelevant; all we know is that they are so different
that -they will not. mix, and, éven apart from the very important ‘economic
considerations, a mixture of races' would be fatal to the hopes of a great
Australian nation. - That nation would have to be either white or black: the
beginpings are white, therefore it must not be either black or grey. -

~ The question of the Northern Terfitory is at present chaotic enough,
and there seenis rio chance of an improvement, but if the ideal of a great,
unique Australian nation is remembered, two things stand out as absolutely
necessary—the Northern Territory must be made suitable for settlement,
and- not tinkered with as at present; and the Northern Territory must never
be alienated from Australia, even if it looks as if American meat- trusts
or European philanthropists would: work it more efficiently. -

“As an ‘indispensable to the maintenance of a White Australia policy,
and, indeed, as an indispensable to the preservation of everything that gives
promise of -an- Australian nation, defefice against possible aggression is
necessary.- Our geographical isolation is not a sufficient protection, and, as
we-know too. well, war is not a thing:of the past. ‘We cannot rely on help
irom other countries, and the real Australia- would not want to. As we have
‘o take measures of protection, it looks as if a cit ' ‘
mgﬁying compulsory training and compulsory home service in time of war,
8 the fairest, most honést and most seif-reliant form of measure..

" At present Atist;'afi_a is cursed by an arbitrary division into six more or
ess distinct entities, and by the concentration of most of her energy into
iX capitals of these pretentious . principalities, If only to stop the present
entra.lisation_'a_nd~urbanism, some scheme of unification and redistribution
eems npecessary, a scheme which would divide Australia in such way
hat she would have a chance to grow and yet to retain her rational system
f political division and economic decentralisation. -

‘Moreover, while the wealthier classes, full of old-world prejudices and
sornful of things' Australian, exist to dominate the industria} world, there
in be nothing national in the economic life-of the country. A belief in
Australian nationalism implies a desire to destroy the present economic-
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byious ways—it -
the dark, and’it.

ustralia nétio,na]ism‘.'ma_kés simpler othpr problems ‘than those. concern- -

mile. - But the quality. of ‘the population ‘is as important as the quantity. -
‘Australia wants to create somiething greaf, and o this endthere must.not
be any very great racial differences within'the nation, "The question whether.
black of white ‘faces (for colour is a sufficient though very unscientific test. -

" be-“ cut free ”.from the Empire would b

" contingency may arise when Austr

*if-Australian ! : chieved
*II"?_E‘dple who, would try . to’ provoke: troub

i ~fions-of T ial ‘Federation’
flippant as the lions-of Imperial leration:
II]}39111; circumstanceés. will change as; ; st;al

nent, will have to assume the‘-;,{_ull'-’-rgsp_(:_n_'i_s_lbﬂ;_t_le ) pa.thp_s‘ 0

EfAiZ::;?iﬁ)i??ﬁ;éiXﬁi?ts * do not flinch from the prospect, but. ehevee_ll?pr.
ring for it, convinced that-the real Australia will not com ol then, and
P xion to tmould Australian life so as to maké the process of .dev topment
zgxégj:)sr aond as free from -troublé as possible. kThe i;eigcéo;l:rré fltanuhd”t
x “that it is necessary to keep e fore  this -

Fo-dayf a;fusg'alllgze;g}:isorf:ﬁty; not less in war-time than in peace. '?t‘eha? :
idea (;he idea may- well be completely lost to sight, and tgeAnaiéurﬁa__mayﬂ_
w1s(f tion of Australia to nationhood may be impossible, an i _ust tra of- t'hz‘ -
gzoulim;?)le to contribute her distinct share to the general civilisa ion of the = .

world. . _ ‘ . - | SLIPRAIL )

A GRAMMARIAN’S FUNERAL.

“ Mr Hughes was tryiﬁg to win the war mainly by adjectives.”—Arch.‘.—_ ‘
bishop Mannix. = _
o So, while the world was one whirlpool of stnfe,
) Ground he at Grammar; o L
Still, tlilrough the prattle, parts of speech were rife:
While-he could’ stammer,- . E
Eloquent still to voice _hlsfmasters- views, R
-Adjectives filled. him, - ot L
Till wicked Mannix; poking fun at-Hughes, 7 L
ferly killed him. - S :
: Muﬁgtttei:mreydruh]fs, square chests, erect each head,
He was a jingo! - L
Lo the pale Patriot, s:;lent now ax}d‘ dead,
Stripped of his 'Imgo_!-‘ -

RE.L,
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