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FELLOWSHIP.

.. A new magazine should be able to defend its right to exist,
This it can do by showing that it is saying again, with some fresh-
ness of tone, what is so important that it cannot be said too often :
or, still better, that it is saying something equally important whiel
has not yet been said often enough. * Fellowship ” claims its right
to existence on hoth thgse scores, Its object is to extend the wzrk
for which the Free Religious Fellowship was founded three years
ago, namely, the spread of the spirit and principles of {ree religion.
Siitce its aim is religious, “ Fetlowship ” will emphasise certain
truths which are not new, but are the common property of practi-
cally all religious hodies. It will assert the vital importamnce of
these truths, and defend the religious conceptions of life against
.~:‘uch concgptions as those of materialism, naturalism, or occultism.
So mu;:h it will have in common with other religious papers.
Where it will part company with these other papers will be in
asserting the principle of religious freedom. People commonly
speak as if this principle had been finally established by the
reformers of the sixteenth century. This is by no means the case
[here is no Church in Christendom in which religion is not more
or less bound by dogmatic formulae which: belong to the past.con-
taining  statements which for the present generation are either
meaniugless or untrue. Until these restrictions are removed. reli-
gion is not free, and has in it little or no power of healthy ac'ti\'ity
and development. The harm which is being done to the cause of
religion by dogma is clearly encugh showa by facts which the

supporters of dogmatic religion are themselves the first to hewail— -

the secession from the Churches of many serious-minded and
religious people, the decay of the intellectual prestige of the clergy
the growing reluctance of able aund conscientious men to enter the
ranks'_: of the ministry, and, worst of all, the widespread suspicion
of disingenuousness which attaches to the official utterances of
rehgrlous hadies on religious and social problems.

The only remedy lies .in allowing religion to regain the intel-
1e_ctua1 and moral vigour which come from breathing an atmosphere
of freedom. The idea of dogmatic religion must be frankly aban-
doned. It is not enough, though it is necessary, to abandon specihic
dogmas, such as those relating to the Bible, the miraculons
elements in Christianity, or the Tuture state. The whole notion of
dogma. of the possibility of achieving finality in the statement of
religious truth, must he given up. Free religion will have doctrines.
but no dogma. Tt will put forth tentative expressions of religious
truth, but will make no claim to infallibility, It will 1'ec00'uis?3 the
profound and important truth of Bacon’s saying, “In divinit:cy, many
things must be left abrupt.” It will not pretend to kiow more
than 1t does, or attempt to imprison the realities of spiritual
experience within the rigid intellectual forms either of the past or
of the present. “The only infallible guardian of truth,” wrote the
late Father Tyrrell, “is the spirit of truthfulness.” The spirit of
truthfulness and the spirit of dogma are eternally at war, .

“ Fellowship ™ does not exist, however, to carry on a work of
destruction. ' That work is being sufficiently done elsewhere. It is
the much more difficult, and infinitely more valnable, work of recon-
struction, to which this magazine, like the Free Religious
Fellowship, addresses itself. “Tell me about your faith,” said
(Goethe, “ I have doubts enough of my own.” When the dogmatic
idea of religion is given up, religion is seen to be a living thing,
obeying the laws of change and growth which govern all iife. If
this is so, then the duty of religious people, and the function of
religious hodies, is not to accept and pass on ready-made ideas, nor
vet to be content with merely rejecting them; both courses are
equally irrational. Religious ideas must pass through the |
test of actual experience. In the process, what is dead will drop
away of itself, and what is living will emerge with a force and
vividness which can only come from personal experience, In other
words, religion is still in the making. The noble heritage of truth
which comes to us from the experience of the past, expressed in the
forms of the past, must not be wrapped in a napkin and buried safely
in the earth. It must grow through change, and its growth can only
be ensured by the exercise of our faculties of thought, feeling,
and will. VWhat has been said of education is no less true of religion
—that the most valuable part of it is not what a man gets from
others, but what he gets for himself.

“ Fellowship 7 will endeavour to help this work of reconstruction
by stimulating its readers to carry on the work for themselves.
From month to month it will present religion in one or other of its
aspects, as a matter worthy of constant and serious atteution, to
which neither mental nor moral energy should be grudged. A
satisfying religion can come only to those who are prepared to
* think clear, feel deep, bear fruit well.” It is not for any who shirk
the payment of this price. Religion is degraded by those who ask
or offer it on easier terms.

“ Fellowship 7 is the organ of the Free Religious Fellowship,
not a substitute for the Fellowship, or an alternative to it. It is one
of the fallacies of individunalism to pretend that we can have religion
without a Church. We can have it only in the same sense that we
can have other human interests without corporate life—that is, not
at all. In religion, as elsewhere, the individual is an abstraction.
Solitary religion is practically a contradiction in terms. If religion
is a vital interest, the Church, in some form or other, is a permanent
necessity. The Free Religious Fellowship is a practical effort to
supply the need of an organisation for the purposes of free religion,
The name, “ Fellowship,” given to this magazine, is intended to
call attention to the need of fellowship, as well as freedom, in
religion. In existing Churches there is fellowship without freedom :
outside these bodies, there is freedom without fellowship. In the
interests of religion, the two things, freedom and fellowship, must
be united. No doubt it is possible to conceive in the abstract an
organisation more excellent than the Fellowship. Such organisa-
tions have often heen planned on paper by isolated individuals
imbued with some of the principles of free religion, hut lacking its

Ay — > K s 2 2 7 '
b’f«(;jﬁ%:;’é;:’}w_‘_r\-}h & L"f:? ﬁfi:,;.,.;v ) ?/ ?’:‘22—45 (= p - - ’ﬁg-ﬂ) /f’; %? B3t -.5 }’g:hé" ﬁ s [P TE o ;’1 , e
ad \’_» “.7 é



;.
W
%

b

4"

} s ’ - : s
spirit. This building of castlesyin the air does 10 good, either to the
builder or to anyone else, By Wweakening the will in its power to
grapple with actualities, and bk narrowing: the range of human

Anrviere,

-sympathies, it retards, insteaff of advancing, the~cause of free
ﬁellowship is theoretically at a dis- -

religion. The Free Religious 3
advantage when compared with ideal schemes of this sort: But
it has this compensating advantage, that it is alive and capable

of development, and is actuall: translating.the ideal into terms-of

the actual. The translation isia good deal mdre prosaic than ‘one
could wish. But at its worstiit 1s infinitely better than the best
dream: at its best it touches the highest. - '

To sum up, “ Fellowship F.will stand for the fpllowing prin-
ciples: (1) The need for a religions conception of life; (2) the need
for religion to be freed fro ~‘-Qﬁff"dogma; (3) the need for personal
effort in the making of religio}

tion on a basis of freedom.
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FELLQWSHIF NOTES.

After many delays, ‘the Pot!fgt Melbourne Sunday School has at
last been started. The meeting-place for the present is a room in
the Town Hall, kindly lent byfthe Mayor.- In three Sundays tiie
attendance has increased from'/six to fourteen, and there is good
reason to expect a proportiona%tg" increase in the next few weeks,

Among books recently adfed to the Fellowship library are:
Bridges’ Poems; Eucken’s #Gli We Still be Christians?” Sturt’s
“Idea of a Free Churchy?; Kro sotkin's “ Mutual Aid.”

The congratulations¥of thej Fellowship go to Mr. Blackburn on
the success of higgcandidature %or the Esseadon seaty

The Fellowship is losing ‘two members in Mr. Manton and
Miss Sutherland. Mr. Mantcm&;ieft for America and LEngland last
month, and will return early nbxt year. Miss Sutherland leaves
early in August, her destination béing the Madison University
(Wisconsin, U.S.A)). We hope Miss Suthertand will be as success-
ful abroad as she has been at home, and that we shall welcome her
back amoug us in a few years.. .

Members are reminded that the quarterly business meeting of

the Fellowship takes place onSaturday, 8th August.

New members and other@iinterested in the work of the Free
Religious Fellowship may be §lad to have the following list of its
regular meetings :—

Sunday, at 11 and 7: Regﬁigious Services (conducted, unless

when otherwise anngunced, by Rev. F. Sinclaire),
At 3: Sunday School §at Port Melbourne Town Hall).

Monday, at 8: Circle for#Study of English Literature {the

author now being studied is Browning).

Saturday (alternate), at 6i30.: Fellowship ” meetings.

All meetings, except the Snnday School, are held in rooms 13
and 14, Scourfield Chambers, 165 Collins-street.

Communications should:;

Mr. G, Byrne, Scourﬁg};gff’. hambers, 165 Collins-streef.

» (4) the need for religious organisa- -
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