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, 3 : ‘
In 1935 we convened & "Conference on the Status of Married
 ghich was attended by a large number of women's organisations,
 gne recommendatlons was that there should be joint ownership by
Lpand and wife of any property acquired after marrlage, other thean
Jritance, by elther party. Since thls time we have organised . -
Pt deputa tions to Premlers and Attorney Generals, asking for the
P ntation of this resolution. _ o e
F' ye were pleased to read in the Press some 1little time ago that:
ytorney General was drafting a Bill to provide that wlves should be
a¢d to retaln the savings made by them from housekseping money. We
ot suppose there 1s any gection of the community which has more’
nsibilitles than the wife and mother, and 1t 1s a reflection on our
pty that, up to the present time this large army of women should be
bted to perform such responsible work without any remuneratlon.

1 We regret that it is proposed to amend the Bill to provide that
o should have the right to retain only half the savings accruing fror
pokeeping money, on the grounds that the 50-50 principle 1s "enshrine
marriage and should apply to housekeeping savings, :

: Now that the spbject has been ralsed, ws submlt that the time
gppor tune for consideration to be glven to passing legislation so tha
) savings accumulated after marriage (other than by inheritance) shoul
ghared on a 50~50 basis by the husband and wife, thus carrying the

50 princliple to its logical concluslon., Thls equitable arrangement i
eady incorporeted in the laws of some European countries and some of
States of the U.S,A., It 1s a reform that has been asked for, for

7 years, by women's orgonlsations 1In this and many other countries.

The husband beneflts by the self-denial ond frugallity of o wif
rough whose co-operation he is enabled to save, In fact, it 1s
possible for a husband to save without the co-operation of hils wife,
ry often a wife bends her whole energles to promoting the success of
shand In his career, and should therefore have a share in the frults
s success, Another reason to commend this reform is that a 50-50

iore in the joint savings of the husband and wife would add an additic
kmon interest, and no doubt act as a deterrent against separation or

iyorce,

. «

We ask that the Bill to amend the Married Woman's Property Ac
hould include the application of the 50-50 principle to all property
kculred other than by inheritance. after marriage. We ask for your

%-operation in this matter, which 1s of vitz2l importance to all women

Yours faithfully,

(IMJZA, o g‘_f.. ‘
ys (8gd,) Vivienne Newson

ML ms 2160 President. 3




