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In 1935 we convened a  " ~ o n f  erence on the S t a t u s  of idarrled 
&ibich was at tended by a  l a r g e  number of wonen's organisat ions.  

r e c o ~ e n d a t i o n s ~ w a s  t h a t  the re  should be j o i n t  ownership by 
blind and wife of any property acquired s f  t e r  marriage, o t h e r  then 
itance, by e i t h e r  par ty.  Since t h i s  time we have organised 
deputa t iona t o  Premiers and Attorney Generals, asking f o r  the 

ta t ion of t h l s  r e so lu t ion .  . h >  -I, . 
VJe were pleased t o  read i n  the Press some l i t t l e  time ago h%- 

orneY General was d r a f t i n g  a  B i l l  t o  provide t h a t  wives shouU b'e 
d to  r e t a i n  the saviags made by them from housekeeping money. 
,~ppose there  i a  any sec t ion  of the  community which has more 

, i b i l i t i e s  than the  wife and mother, and i t  i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  on our 
that ,  up t o  the present  time t h i s  l a rge  army of women should be 

d t o  perform such responsible  work without any remuneration. 
V!e r e g r e t  t h a t  i t  i s  proposed t o  amend the B i l l  t o  provide t h a t  

should have the  r i g h t  t o  r e t a i n  only ha l f  the savings accruing fro1 
eepinfi money, on the  grounds t h a t  the 50-50 p r i n c i p l e  i s  "enahrlner 
riage and should apply t o  housekeeping savings,  

Now t h a t  the spb jec t  has been ra i sed ,  w e  submit t h a t  the  time 
opportune f o r  considerat ion t o  be given t o  passing l e g i s l a t i o n  s o  tha  
savings accumulated a f t e r  marriage (o the r  than by i n h e r i t a n c e )  shoul 

rhnred on a 50-50 bas i s  by the husbcind and wife,  thus ca r ry ing  the 
50 principle  t o  i t s  l o g i c a l  conclusion. This equi tab le  arrangement 
esdy incorporated $n t h e  l m s  of some European countr ies  and some ~f 
Stetes of the U.S. A .  It i s  a  reform t h a t  has been asked f o r ,  f o r  

7 yezrs,  by women's organisntions i n  t h i s  m d  many o the r  coun t r i e s .  
The husband benef i t s  by the  s e l f - d e n i a l  2nd f r u g z l i t y  of a wif 

ough whose co-operation he i s  encbled to  save,  I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  
ossible f o r  a  husband t o  save without the  co-operation of h i s  wife.  

often a wife bends her  whole energies t o  promoting t h e  success of 
2nd i n  h i s  career ,  and should therefore  have a share  i n  t h e  fruits 
success, Another reason to commend t h i s  reform i s  t h a t  a 50-50 
e i n  the j o i n t  savings of the  husband and wife would add an addi t ic  
on i n t e r e s t ,  and no doubt a c t  as  a d e t e r r e n t  aga ins t  separa t ion  o r  

We ask t h a t  the  B i l l  t o  cmend the Married Woman's Property Ac 
Id include the appl ica t ion  of the 50-50 p r inc ip le  t o  a l l  property 
i red other  than by inher i tance .  a f t e r  marriage, We ask f o r  your 
p2ration i n  t h i s  matter,  which i s  of v i t z l  impor'tmce t o  a l l  women 

Yours f s i t h f u l l y ,  
h d d r  v- &%$G- (Sgd, )  Vfvienne Newson 

f l ~  rns.2160 president .  - 
. - 

9 %  1 


