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' Tux fortnightly sosial and literary meetings
held by the club have been very .successful,
.and ‘have resulted in a

d in a greai’deal of enjoymrent
and-useful interchange of'ideas. The meeting

ere of alight form-
ality and restraint, but as the-reading of essays
proceeds, and discussion follows, interrogations,
replies, comments and laughter become general
and the meetings are 8o Tively and amusing

‘that, the disappearance of gas-light at ten

o’clock is generally the first intimation of ' the

- flight of tifne. :

. The subjects di_scusso.d at the last four xﬁeet-
ings weré,—8ir Alf. Stephen’s.Divorce Act,

Tennyson’s Idylls of The King, 'Ambition,

and Temperance. One member usually pre-

s}mres’the main essay on the topic, and three or

our others get up the subject with less elabor-
ation, and it is amusing to find how diametric-

. ally opposed the written opinions often are.

ubsequent good-humoured discussion ge:li

- erally discovers a common-sense mean, an
. members agree that the practice of expressing
~ and exchanging ideas at_these Club meetings
is of great use in the formation or correction

of opinian.

¢« 'The meetis are ‘held ev alternate

.. Monday, the next being due on the 4th. Nov.

'GIVE BABY A DRINK.
" BY ALICE MONTCLAIR.
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]I[HE other nig!llxt I was on a late train going -

out of Sydney, and in front of me sat a
lady with her nurse and child. The latter was

s remarkably pretty and healthy looking child
-'of about fourteen months. Soon after the train
. started, the child began to show signs of un-

el'a_'meu, and soon, in spite of all the efforts of
‘mother and nurse to quiet it, it began a series
of twistings and contortiong that would have

| dome tilnstioe toa Japanese juggler, accompany- -

“them by shrieks that testified to the
strength uf its lungs. There is an inbdrn hor-
rur of- ing baby implanted in every human

' g soon wearxied of this
amateur and unsolicited musical performance.
Nurse dandled and trotted, and held Baby to
the car windows and doors, but Nature as seen
from a rapidly moving -car at night did not

~ semi to l}_&ve 8 quieting effect, A hectic flush

i . . °.
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.rose to the mdthéz’"s cheek, when a Aqniet, sen-

sible-looking, motherly woman arose from the
other end of the ear, {ron ht awup of watdr,
and said, ‘Perhaps the baby wants a drink.”
It was just what 1t did want, and in five min-
utes it fell asleep in nurse’s arms, much to the
relief of the other occupants of the car.

Many & baby is drugged with paregorib and
soothing syrups when all that it needs, or.

wants, is a drop of water. It isalways a safe

* thing to try a child with a teaspoonful of water

when it is restless or evinces a .desire to nurse
frequently. A child who cannot ask for it
often ,suffers torments for a drop of water.
Especiglly in hot weather is’ this true. I have
heard a mother say jthat -‘she never

‘thought of giving her baby ‘4 drink, and yet,

from the very nature of a baby's food, it is

more apt to require water than we are. Milk

g:duc thirst, as anyone who has tried a milk
iet k R .
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THE BABY SHOW.
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THE
by no lgver of children. No doubt the mothers who en-
tered their ibfants in the competitive list, being inexper-
ienced, had no power to foresce the discomfort they were
to endure and the dangers to which their babies were to

be ex . For sonie injury could hardly fail to be done
to the little children who suffered the inteqse ex-
hausting heat'of the crowded hall, and who were after-
wards carried honie late at night ‘through the compara- .

tively cold air. We had the misfortung to be there one
evening|and to be forced round the hall packed amongst
a_concrdte mass of people ; every now and then the blare
of a corhet roused some little mite trying to sleep and the
other darlings forcibly kept awake were covered

. with perspiration. Some of them looked utterly exhansted
. and absplutely unable to hold up their heads though the

mothery did their best to keep the infants happy, and
looking well and attractive. :

Some{of the children were updoﬁbtedly very fine, some .
had beaftiful features, but we doubt if any of the spectators -
" guined hny real pleasure or satisfaction from the show

and the [only thing to be learned from it was the know-

ledge of the amount of annoyance people'will undergo for -

the sake of winning a round sum of money.
uld not but {eel indignation that the proprietors
no better accommodation for the mothers snd
their chjldren, Though making a huge profit out of the
of those woinen and children, no comtort of any
vided for them during the four hours of the
exhibitibn. On the bare floor a common hard chair was
laced dnd this with the ticket overhead and thie wooden
ﬂan._li loese horse-box serrounding each, constituted
the solq furniture. -
st it will be long hefoure such another show is

by show is over and its conclusion is regretted




