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THE CASE FOR HOLDING A 
REFERENDUM ON THE ISSUE OF A 
REPUBLICAN CONSTITUTION FOR 
AUSTRALIA 

THE REFERENDL'M METHOD: 
I h ~ .  a l l o w  t \ tn  4ustralian voter to directly register a 
\ I \ or ' \O' \ o t c  about an! proposed change to the 
\i14trallan C on\t1tutlon I t  a majorit! of Loters. and a 

rnalorlt\ ot %arc>. \otex 'YES.'the proposal IS inserted in 
rhc ( on\tlturlon and empowers the Federal Parliament to 
makc lau bahcd on i t .  (Sect.  I28 of the Constitution). I'he 
rcterenduni I \  a trul! democratic power in the hands of 
\ustralia'\ \oter \ .  and the proposal for a n  Australian 
Kepublic must pass that test. H o u  will the people of 
.\u\tralla reacr to such a proposal'' Let's consider the 
prewnt 4ustralian '\tate-of-mind' 

4 B O I . T  THE 'COLONIAL' MENTALITY: 
1 1  hcgan u ~ t h  rhe ' f i rs t  Fleet' prison settlement 

1 1  hrr~w 1 1 o r  hing 01 baslc human rights 

1 1  ~ m r t r t d  ~hc ,  ruenrleth centur! trapped In a rebuilt 
nt 1w11 called tlic '4ustralian Constitution' 

I hc N ~ l d  C olonial Bo!' u ~ t h  h15 chlp-on-the- 
4houldt.1 ~l t t l tude and  ocker Image. all bluster agalnst 
legal authori t \ .  yet dependent o n  'them'when danger 
threaten\ because of his Ignorance and In\ecurlt) 

I he ' l  rut-Blue Monarchist' w ~ t h  his pseudo- 
amtocrat ic  attitudes. deferring alwayh to royal[) 
hecau.sc Mother England knows best. and howling 
' t r c a w n  at the slightest sign ot challenge to the 
p rc roga t1 \~4  of the English monarch! o w r  the 
u s t r a l l a n  polit! 

IROI T THE REP1 BLICAN MENTAI.ITI': 
1 1  hesan hdore  the hirth of .lesu5 ot Xalareth 

I r  hcl~e\ed [hat all u t r e  equal In thelr humanit! 

I t  looked back on a proud republican historb. ~ n c l u d ~ n g  
the seventeenth century English Commonwealth 

I t  believes In the individual while accepting onl! the 
hovereignt! of the people loined in a republican 
constitution. 

I t  teels d deep yet r e a l ~ s t ~ c  need tor trul! Independent 
4u5tral1a w ~ t h  i t5  own elected Head of State 

I t  understands that a republican constitution IS the onl! 
true loundation for national independence 

THE REPUBLICAN ISSUE: 
Political events. media exposure. and part) loyalt1e5 halt 
split the majority of Australians almost equall) between 
republicans and  monarchists. leaving about one-third ot 
the people uncommitted or  not involved enough to form a n  
opinion: it is they who will decide the issue by the turn-ot the 
twenty-first c e n t u n  The battle for their hearts and mind5 
has already begun and its outcome will decide Australia'. 
~nternational status in the eyes of the world's people\ W C  
\a) .  let that battle be tought YOW through democraci and 
reason In a referendum. rather than risk a \lou and 
apathetic decline Into the clolence and dictator\hlp of ;i 

coup 

WHO WILL. WIN? 
1 1  13 true that newspaper and  opinlon poll sample5 ot puhllc 
opinion appear to show a two-to-one balance in l a \our  0 1  
the present British monarchical constitution. Yet much ot 
that 15 undoubtedl! apathetic acquiescence In the 4tatu4 
quo. either from the over 50's who are les5 well-educated 
than toda!'s younger Australians. or l'rom the typical 
'can't-be-bothered' \ oter-against-change. 

4 .str.ongi~~~/ought referendum battle nliN .stir. the thrnkin,~ 
(?/'both these groups and an*aket~ them to the nation', need 

true indepenc/encc WHY .VOT LET THE PEOP1.t. 
S P E.4 K" 

Bryan Lobaxher 
For A.R.M. 

I t  grcu on thc 4p1i1t 01 common rlghts and common 
ciurlc.\ 


