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The discussion o t ~  Tariff Refarm in the  

A s s c n ~ b l ~  makes it necessary for thc Social 
Democrats of Victoria t o  clearly state the  
principles which guide 'h: International 
working class in its attitude UII liscal questions. 
They tclievc that p r e r t y  is ncccsitatcll hy 
an ~ n d ~ ~ * t r i a l  system based u p n  individual 
ownership tllc Inei(l:.c of production, dinri-  
bution and cxcl~anpc. utilisnl for private pro- 
fit. They h ~ l l y  understand that low wage, 
long hours. anrl scarcity of employmcnt- 
tint is. ~wvcrty--cm only disappear with t h e  
,i;v.rrr:?rirryr r , f t l~c  r:p:!xli.! - j - I C ~  of which . / 
thew thincs arc the inel4tablcorltcome. Thev 
havc no hostility or jcalcrus l c e l i ~ ~ g  with rE- 
p r d  to the working classn of anvothcr coun- 
trv, and disivnw any intention ni gaining acl- 
cantage a t  their c n p w e .  

Ihlt thc present >).stcnl cannot a t  oncc, nor 
cvcn vcry rapi~lli.. he replacc~l hy thcnc\vordcr, 
now :lowly cvd\.ing, which will ntahlish the  
collc~tivc o\rncr.hij> ol the mcans of prtxloc- 
:ion, distrihutir~~l a r d  cxc11:111gr ulilifcd trr 
meet the n c c ~ ! ~  of the  cnmrn;;~iit!.. I11tl1i3 t r x -  
sition etarc cvcrv political nrnpra l  n~akes  for 
r I l I I .  On thc  nnr  
I I ~ ; I , : ,  i; , I I : I ~  , i~. ,aa> L xc.t~!~c ~ I I ~ : ~ : U L I ~ J ! I S  it1 
the dircrtirm i~ldic;~tcd h. ~ a ~ n n r . ~ i c  xi. ncr ; 
pllliatc the wrrst evils of the iX~p-sysllVll : 
allcl render easy and ~ X C C ~ I I I  111rthcr changt 
ti~warcls the p w l  pintet1 out by . i~~dus t r ia l  
cvo!a:io:~. 91 111s. osthcr hand, it nlav tend 
to  cryztallizc esist i~lg evil*, hr1ttrc7r thein with 
V R ~ C ~  i ~ ~ t c r t s t s ,  or rtmwvc such ramparts as 
at prcscnt staml hct\vn.n the w a g c n r n i n g  
population ancl the  devastating elTcrccll of un- 
ratric:cd co!npetition. 'The S o c i a l - k m o n a t i  
thcrcfo:~, while not f~.rgctting that the  clTcut\ 
nfany fiwalchange upon the  condition of the  
working clulsn rn1r.t 01 ncrruity k t r i v d .  
have a di*tind view u p 1 1  any rwh?p"pnul, 

It is a ~ l m i t t d  thnt unclcr F m  rack t h e  
p r i w  of c o m m n l i r k ~  are L v n l  hy t k  mxW- 
market, in which rr~nlpctilion nnnt k kal 
fnm thc  prnlvctr d c d o u d ,  p u p  and  

convia Imhn~r In m n  nf t h e  mm@- 
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ing nations can the  standard of l iL among its 
p~oducers for the  world-market remain per. 
manently much higher than that ol thc lo\vest 
m m t r  or n c c  so competing. In p s t  ycars 
the  dc tor ian  workcr enjoyed a higher 
,tandaru of lift: than his hrrthrcn in othcr 
lands. Prcrtc~tion, in prcwrving h i n ~  from 
their competition and cnahling him to  take 
full adrmtagc  of the cotnPrativc scarcity uf 
Iahuur in this country, rvasz~i ~ ~ r ~ a l l ~ y c d  lxnc- 
fit to him. T h e  t l~saclv:~~~:axc lcll ~ n t i r c l y  
upon that class which I~acl pay a higher 
ratc for its p u r c h m  whilc cl<,rivii~g I I ~ ,  cor. 
rnponding bencfit honl the higher w:~gc ratc 
-m othcr words, upon the ~:i~n-producing con- 
somcr, thc class which i. purely ~r:~r:~ritical, 
and shns:: niisfortunc~ thcrcfnrc, do  not nlTc~t 
the svclf;~re of tllc c . m ~ ~ ~ ~ u n i t y  as a whole. 
These havc constantly u r m l  t h r  necessity for 
Free Tra.lc. in the  ;.~~a,wlc~lgc t l ~ a t  unre- 
strictcd cwnpctition \vould rn:~hlc them, thc 
ps~rchaser: nf lahnur. to  buy it " in thc cheapcat 
nlarket." 

T h e  restriction in tile dcn1i11011 f ~ ' r  IaLwur 
causcri by the stoppage of tlrc i~~flo\vrd fnreign 
capital, by the  frauds of the  cali~il is:  clasxs, 
Ly i:ts LW 0 ul,i;usi d &X:X;G: ;:X! 5; ).!X 

financial collapse, has t c n ~ p r a r i l y  p r d u c e J  
such an artific~al surplus in t l ~ c  labrlr market 
of this al~ncnt unjmpulatd :ma,  tI1:~: i n t c r ~ ~ : d  
con~pctition amonjist the workers has rcduccd 
the w:~fe rate in \'ictoria to  the Icvcl of that 
oht:tinin< in mm: of the c o ~ n p c l i q  countries. 
11: proof ot this it may bc 1.ta1c.i tlmt I I ICI I  E .~ I I  

i*' got to  dr. aqricultural wqrk 21: !r,m I.. 

. i. to 4.. ;)cr week in .:~!(!ittw L', t b i r  k ,  
(which costz 2s. N. per I>-ad, on the xa!c U! 
. ~ ~ h i s ! ~ : ~ c c  given. to  the men in the Pcrtu.~- 
I r t i l c r y  Until .rccc~rtly a lnall C I I I -  

plnycd under h e  hlunicipality nf I k n d i f , ~  
was receiving from the contractor 15s. p r  
wcxk t o  Lwp himxlf,  n i k  a::(: 5t.c child~cn. 
These instances might bc multiplied indcti- 
nitely. 

I t  is thcrefnre clear that p r o t s t d  inJns- 
t k ;  u n n o t  plcad that  they have s u d a l  in 
providing ucll-paid rmploymcnt  PI^ the aq.w 
earner. Yet, u n d a  p r r x n t  circumstanm. 
any xrioua m l w t i u q  d rho iwyw: duticr 
u p  thecompeting pdua r  ~ ~ I I I I  a l l e r  cuun- 
&a r w W  rcau!t r u  11% dr!: i~nc~~t ol the 
working c l w .  l n r d  of getting employ. 
m n t  a t  r Im wage they a m l J  get nolu 
at all, and, wel l ing  thr r m k *  of tlw unnrm. 
ployd, m w  c i ' b  i n c r c w  thc  wauptit ion 

amongst the worken in other trades, o r  leave 
the coiin:ry and so incrcau. the  burJcns of 
those who remain. 

Tllc ~vorking ciass is oppoxd t o  indirect 
taxatiuu. \Vith rcvenue dutics it can have no 
sy~npath!.. These mean mcrcly that the  gene- 
r::! cnnsut:lcr i- nadc  !n h a r  a portion of ILC 
cssst of ~ I ~ C ~ I I ~ I I ~  the  country, which qhould 
hc nlct by diverting to  the  National Ex- 
c h c q ~ ~ c r  the wonon~ic  rcnt of land, and by a 
::In ulxm :hr. incmnc.; of tllc wc:~lthy, supple. 
~ ~ ~ c n t c d  by heavy death-c111ties which would 
11revc111 vast acc~~n~ula t ions  of money in a few 
hands. Rut it is in favour of a l 'r~~tcxtion 
which rc.11ly and directly protcct, the working 
class. 

.Any iniastry in Victoria w111ch at this 
nlrmcnt l lrr~ls I'ro:cr.lion rnust do  W for une 
of t l ~ c  four fnlltnviny reauws :- 

( I  ) Lxausr ' i t  cannnt p d ~ ~ c c  Y I  cheaply ax 
cwnlwtil~g co~lntric, which I~avc advantagn 
over I: in snil, clin?atc. gcc~gr;~plrical position, 
dc11Ay'd p,id-S.,::, W :s!!IL~ I;,,:I:PI f~ z!t1rc5 
k y o n d  t11c p w c r  of man to :~ltcr. Protcrtiun 
in buch :I case invvi\.~? jire.lt w m o n ~ i c  wa.ite 
by di~crringcapltala!~<l 1ah111r t ~ ~ e ~ n p l o y ~ n c n t s  
::.hi:!: 21.2 ~ ! n w i t r i l  l,, the  countr$+. 
(1.) Ecraux the  Victorian e~nploycra o r  

\vc~rkwcl~ havc not so I : I I I ~ ~  enterprise o r  
Ail: as tllosc of cr)mpcting ~ ~ a t i ~ m s .  I'rotuc- 
L ~ < , I I  in t l ~ i s  case mczs the  zulaidisinp of in- 
feritbr Lntcrprise ut  skill. a11.1 i i latal t o  the  
!xzt inte:rec:s of the cotmtry. . . 

(3.1 I k c n ~ w ,  with equal natural advantag- 
-ll[crp 12" and skill, the Victorian cn~ploycr .. ;.:..L:I u~lc ly  hy tllc chaalwr 013: of lalnur 
I I I  tlw u m p c ~ i n g  countricr I n  this n w ,  
I'rotcctiam mcans the prwrvat ion  of the  
community f ro~n thc evils inrparablc from a 
low btm~tli~rd of I i k , . i ~ i g e n c e  and morals, 
amongst thc ma or' a t$..ppulation. 

(4.) Uuc:.u~,&%rrcd~,ntry, an industry 
docs not olTcr dny>+pn~qn&to cap: . tdist j  . t o  
r~taldish nr to  w n r k m u s . t o ~ a v y r  it, with the  
crrtatnty of thei;?n;Gnt q y r p r i r  being 
chokcd in its i t aJ le  hgr the ,w.n~pi i t ion  d 
bus, w e ~ l - c q u i ~ ~ , , . n d  J w ~ a t a b l L h c d  
6r1nr in older counlsi 8 Ia \hip case P r o t e c  
lion n w n s  dcvclopinR%k&d r u o u r m o t  
the country, provtding v a r ~ v t y d  cmploymcnt 
h its proplc, and u ~ u r i n g  !ha nrtlon from 
k i n  dcpcndent u p m  tllc expnrt d agricul- 
trcrafprcxlrw t o  ~nrrkc ts  which may at a n y  
mrmcnt hr CM I 4nrt them by a lrll in 
pica, by h o d h  ta r ib ,  W by w t .  ' . . ;. r 



a -- 
The working class is oppacd to F'mtath 

in ram I and 2. In 3 it in akr .qy+ 
to Protection unless it k accumpanm mth 
the provirion that the em loyer who has the 
benefit of the protcctivt Buty ir ah lled to 
give the work p p i e  a living w y g a nor- 
mal maximum working day  d * hrr 
i n  use 4 the working cLps hyll l~~ h 
tmlon jafin coupled with the a b o m d  
tlou;, in the shape of bonuses gnduln). bc- 
creasing to the vanishing point a t  a period 
which would altow rewnablc time for the , 
atablthment of the industry. 

I t  will Se seen, therefore, that g e n e d  re- 
conmendations for or a in* P raa t ion  are In' 
entirely out of place. '#e case of each in- g 
d z : ' ~  m.;;t k ;ci;nsI:!r.d e p n  its merits by a, 
impartial men qualified to weigh the evidence 
upon technical points. The Saial-ik- g: 
crab ol Victoria are not in a position to sift bu, 
the m~~ of intcrested statements for and 
z ~ i : ~ :  :!X d-:;. e&dfiz 9: ~04 nn any 
particular class of goods. fher-&et that :P; 
thcrc is not, inside or outside t& Assembly, 
any body of mcn wlrose summaryof the evi- re! 
dc~rcc can be accepted unreservedly by men the 
without the leisure or training to investigate bre 
hcts for themselves. They recommend the f 

above principles to the attention of workmen 
as t E z  upon which Social Democracy in -11 
countries will x t t lo  the vexed question of the 3 
TariN. c Signed, by order of the S.D.F. Council, wol W. J. LORMER, CHAIRMAN. 
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